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From Coleonel Donovan for the Secretary of the Nawvy.

I went to Ireland as you suggested in your communication.
Factors are many and there is no better narrative than in the communi-
cation dated February 7, 1941 to the Under Secretary of State from
our Minister, David Cray. The pressure of the Catholic minority in
Northern Ireland is my idea the core of the situation a2t present.
Through the medium of the Cardinal Primate of Armagh pressure is imposed
cn de Valera. MaCrory is a determined,eloquent Nationalist and vigor-
cus man of 80 who relentlessly and openly repeats the litany of in-
Juries and wrongs which the Northemn Irish Government he claims is
causing the Catholie minority to suffer. Tn this estimate I am sure
I am right because I found that de Valera with me &id not spend his
time explaining the history of the relations between England and
Ireland as he did with others, I have been told. On the contrary he
and I came at once to the danger of invasion by Germany. De Valera
seemed worried and disturbed and yet anxicus thet I understand that
in this camse he and his povernment were friendly toc Englend. FHe
also stated that he was opposed and had been to the elimination by
force of the partition issue &s he felt that only by evoluticn could
they have unity. He could resist invasion successfully and save
England a diversion of troops if Ireland were properly armed.

The resistance of the pecple to any situstion making
available bases was referred to by him again and again, to their
distrust of the intentions of Britain which even so far extended as
to allow troops to land to resist known Nazi attack until actually
the troops of Cermany had come in, and the determination of the Irish
people to remain neutral even over America's request.

In order that I should understand this he ssid he had re-
quested the Cardinal to come from the North and discuss matters with
me. There is no need for me to state what I said to both of them but
T do believe that there are dangerous elements which may have conse-
quences of a very serious nature to Britzin's defense if not dealt
withs It is my opinion that they can be leslt with if we and the
British act rapidly.

Mr. Churchill telephcned me when I returned and invited me
to Checquers. Menzies, who is the Prime Minister of Australia, was
there. T expressed my belief to them that the center of trouble lay
in the North and that this trouble was emphasized by de Valera's
failure to permit the Irish people to be enlightened of what was taking
nlace in the cutside world, but I felt throughout that he would wish
tc be in on Britain's side if he were free. I was asked to express
my views as to the remedy. I told them this was not a job of fipghting
but rather one of statesmanship: that the fear of the Irish that the
oroper arming woula not be permitted by the British as they intended
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to seize the ports; that if force were used, it would be necessary

in order to hold the beses for the occupation of Ireland; that this
would be worse than non-use of the boses as it would play into the
German hands, and it would mean diversion of British troops needed
badly et heme, In ad“ition the situation in the United States

would be endangered., Menzies agreed with all of this and said Irish
Origin of his people are 23 percent and force would effect the opinion
of the Austr:-lians,

I stated with emphasis (a) that some kind of contact should
be established by, England with de Valera, that there appesred to be
8 curtain of asbestos hanging between En-land ani Ireland, thet un-
less an appeal was made by means of a liaison between de Velera and
Churchill to their amour propre the willing support of the Irish could
not be gained, and that de Valera constantly referred te the absence
of this liaison; (b) that the Prime ¥inister should look into the
veracity of the complaints sgainst the Northern Irish and that irri-
tation whenever nossible should be removed; (e} that oninions and
speeches should receive publicity such as those of the 2nd in ecommand
of Cosgroves, Dillon, who is urging Ireland as an obligation to
civilization and Christianity to join England and declsre war; (d)
that it should be seen to by us that Aiken, Minister of War of Ireland,
be seen. Woreover we should see to it that American defense measures
impress him, that you and other Cebinet members who have experienced
war service talk to him, and that, as I made clear to de Velera, it
should be emphasized to hir that the United States was enly furnishing
with arms those countries of whose intention to help the democracies
there was no doubt. (Aiken is possibly in America for other reasons.
He is of the extreme left); (e) that if oracticable Ceneral Scanlon's
sugrestion of several weeks zgo be adopted to bring Ireland inte our
sphere, to carry our naval, military and governmental represents tives
to Foynes from Boston by air. It is necessary for us to get rid of the
veil of unreality under which Ireland is living if we really intend
to influence her. (f) In view of the fact that if anything is to be
accomplished we must bring Ireland into our sphere and it might be a
geod plan, not an inconceivable cne, to issue an invitation to de Valera
to come to America.

I was told by the Prime ¥inister that he would investigote
the complaints and would deal with anything wrong. Mr. Churchill also
said although he wes for a united Treland he would not compel 1t. He
stated that he would have to back up Northern Treland and give support
to this position should de Velers not come in. However, the situa-
tion would change should de Valera come in with fireat Britain, in
which case he would attemnt to sclve the matter using all this influence
to do so. Churchill said that to arrive ot a solution he would be
willing to grant sufficient defense protection before a base was set
up, and that likewlse he would as a preliminary step towards a final
arrangement establish an all-Irelandi defense commission.

Following this Menzies and Churchill agreed that the former
should go to Ireland this week and discuss the matter with de Valera.

Everybody in Englandi realizes how urgent}y these beses in Ireland are

needed. I am sure that our help in securing the Irish bases is greatly
hoped for. WINANT
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whose Protestantism is an on of héstility rather than
of faith, so there are Ulstermen whose loyalty to
Great Britain soems ohiefly founded upon a dislike of the South.
mu:-uhdnutllrm.nppuhm ority of those
who determine Ulster's poliey, but at the same e the fact

must be recorded that reerul in Ulster is indifferent and
that some comment 1s beginning arise from the fact that the
existing reorul is greatly stimulated by a stream which

flows from Eire into Ulster, a stresm which has now got wp to
lﬂlmofmthhguh@mwmﬁ. There is among
responsible leaders a strong feeling that consoription should

This view ﬂﬁ:.i held, has no doubt affected recrul .
Another thing which is having its effect is the abmormally high
unemployment, the being put at smmething 1ike 45,000,
Unem ent can have & sing effect

Tmruﬁ.ng
if view beoomes ourrent that man who enlists will after
the war find his ococupation gome, The Ulster memployment is
no doubt h-hﬁ-dnl-ing-rminnﬂm
linen mills, but there is a feeling that it could be substantially
taken up British Government of the
thought had Tﬁhﬁﬁ-mﬁm
sition is m#iﬂﬂljobﬂuhhh-
:mmm-mtu-n-mm It 15 not my
the poliey of the British Govermment on
these matters, but it can be argued that many of these factors
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Hﬂ.lhﬁultﬂﬁlrﬁmuﬂummnﬂhm
Iﬂlnﬂdﬂthﬂhﬂﬂnlumﬁnﬂuﬁu“tn
m-uutumnm-mut.munmm e the
uraml;mldﬂﬁlurhmmﬂmmv
hmtipﬁﬁntﬂuﬁﬂmnfnﬂu. There are no
Mt'ulg.ﬂr to the contrary, and my nay
therefore quite wrong, but I feel no doubt that the t
and provokes avoidable comment in

I was informed quite manimously that the wnifination
of Ireland would be forcibly resisted by Ulster for three

g; Ulster will not fo its allegiance to the Throne

It refuses to be vo into neutrality by the Roman
Catholic majority in the South

(o) Ulstermen fear that their industrial establislments
nﬂdhﬂmniﬂu-ww the economic or
fiscal policies of a wnited IrishParliament.

!htpoﬂphnfthii'ﬂltnnmw,nrntw
rate those who govern it, are in a state of exa erated self-
consciousness. They are not very realistic in r approach
to the problems of the war, nqmmqmtmm.
They resented the fact that Colonel Donovan
for a e of hours, They feel, and I think with some
Justification, that their point of view has been either not

with freedom in his absence, but are res and

in his presence, i-utihaulmlm Are possessed of

mﬂulbhnhdnthuhh,ndrfmhumfﬂlm.
htinhlntmtl-mhmhtutu-ﬂnm-
vall. On the whole, with all my udices, I liked him and
oocasionally succeeded in evoling him a sort of wintry

hmour, which was not without chamm, His nind must be studied
E:uptlyh‘l gtgllﬂnmuzhhhmﬂd.
professes to a e personal contacts
and 1s accustomed to deal with from behind a barrier of
maps, charts and records; but my own experience with him
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by aloofness

removed only by a genuine at t to get at their foundations
by and, wherever e, by understanding, To the
outsider, like myself particularly to one who travelled
seventeen thousand miles to confer with his uunfmnr
British Government, it is fantastic to be told that De Val
and Andrews have never met, and that I have had more conversa-
tions with De Valera than any British Minister has had since
the war began. I therefore s t very strongly that the
whole question of the defence o Eire should be looked at,

the Sec of State for the Dominions should pay an
early visit to Belfast and Dublin, and that if he recelves
the slightest encouragement he should invite De Valera and a

8 oolleagues to come to London for discussions with

;ha?ﬂnﬂninhrndothn- nenbers of the British Cabinet,
[+

even if -::1 ﬂn:;im falled, : l:wld u;.!‘.z very
our any subsequent poliey was found
to in relation to Ireland and would be of great

K.Gm,
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We have learnt from & most secret but entirely
reliable source, which must on no account be compromised ,
that the Italian Minister in Dublin has repnrted a
conversation with the Seeretary of the Department of
External Affaire in which the latter said that althouph
no immediate danger of a British invasion existed for the
moment, it was difficult to foresee what complicstions
there might be in the future, The Seecretary added thnt n
decisive attack by the Axis on the British islands should
not be too long delayed and not later than the beginning
of next Spring, because the main econcern in poverning
eircles in Bire lay in the possibility, which was considered
to be more and more-certain, that Amerieca would intervene
in the war, which would render the position of Fire even
more critical than at present, This conversation indieates,
evan under the most favourable interpretation, a tendency on
the part of Mr, Walshe towards re-insurance with the Axis,
The Italian Hinister is extremely unrelisble, but as it
confirms the impression gained from previous reports you
may care to show this message to the President for his
striﬂtly.parsnnal information as showing the unsatisfactory
attitude of some at any rate of the Irish authorities 1in
regard to this ecount>y,

b wnerity ot Dl
dept_tligca [ 2222
vl oo FEB § 197,
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