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Telegram No. 952 
From: U:!bassy , London 

PARAWRASE 

Sent: "8l'eh 11 , 1941, S p .m. 
Rec'd: 10 :20 a .m. 

REGRADED 
UN CL ~ -' ' r 1t.:O 

Fro:o Colonol Donovan for the Secretar1 of the llavy. 
I went to Ireland as you suggested in your comrunicoUon. 

F11ctors are many and thera is nc better narrative than i n the comr~uni­
cation dated February 7, J 94l t o tho Unde r s ecretary of State from 
our ~inister , Davld Gray . The pressure of the Catholic minority in 
Northern Ireland is nw idea the core of the situation at present. 
Throufh the medium of tho Carrlinal Pri nete of Arma~h orea•urc is imnosed 
on de Valera . !.!aCrory is a determined,eloquent Nationalist and viror­
ous man of SO wbo relentlessl,y and openly repeats the 11 tan,y of in­
juries and wrongs which the NortheJJn Irish Government he claims is 
causi ng the Catholic minority to sutter. Tn this estimllte I u sure 
I ac right because I f ound that de 'lalera nth mo did not spend his 
Ume explaining tho history of the relations between Englan<t and 
Ireland as he did nth others, I have been to ld. On the contrary he 
and I cane at once to the dancer of invasion by Oer:w'CY. De Valera 
seeced worried and disturbed and yet anxious thet I understand that 
in this cease he and his covernment were friendly to Enr,lend. P.e 
also stated ths t he was oonoaeci and had been to the ell:oina tion by 
force of the part ition i s sue as he f elt that onl,y by ovoluUcn could 
t hey have unit;y . He could r esist i nvasion successfully OM save 
England a diver sion of troops if Ireland were proper ly armed . 

The resistance o£ tho people to nny si tua Uon milking 
availabl e bases was referred to by him again and again , to their 
distrus t of the intentions of ~r1tain which even so fer extended as 
to allow troops t o l and to roaist ~ Nazi a ttacl- until ac tuall,y 
the troops o£ Oennan,y had come in, and the detemination of the Irish 
oeople to remain neutral even over America's request . 

In order that I s houlo understand t !Ii.s he sPid be had re­
quested the Cardinal to come f r oa the North and discuss rntters with 
me . There is no need for nse to state what I nid to both of thea but 
T do believe that t here are dangerous elements which cay have conse­
quences of a vory serious nnture to !lrite i n•s defense if not \ealt 
w:l th . It is lilY opinion the t they can be leal t nth if we and the 
British act raoidly. 

Llr. Churchill telephoned me when I returned and invi ted me 
t o Checquer s . Menzies , who is t he Prime l!inister of Australin , was 
there . I expressed my belie! to them that the center of trouble lay 
in the Nor th and that this trouble was emohasized by de Vders • s 
failure to penni t tho I rish oeopl e to be enlightened of what wu takinp: 
')lace in the outside worl<i , but I felt throughout that he would wish 
tc be in on J ritain's aide if he were free . I was asl-ed to express 
nw views as to the r eMedy. I tole them this was not a job of fiphting 
but rather one of atates1".anships that the fear of the Irish that the 
oroper a nUn& wcul'l not bf' ,. rmi tted by the "'ri tis'l as they intended 
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to seize the ports; that 1t force were U3ed , it wou:LI be necessary in order to hold tho base s for the occupa tion of I reland; thllt this 
woul~ be worse than non-uso of tho ooses ns 1t woulrl plny l nto the German hands , nnd it would mean diversion of 'lritish troops needed badly e t hcoe . In a i ition the situation in the tlnite-1 'l tates wcul·l be endanr.ered . Uenzies agreod "lf1 th all of t his and said Irish Origin of his peopl e 11 re 23 percent and force ·nould effect the ooinion of t he Austr· Uans. 

I stated with eml)hasis (a) t.M t some kind of contact should be established b:r. En,•lani with de Vale ra, thA t there aooecred to be a curtain of asbestos hanginl' between En?land ani I r elani, that un­l ess an appeal was SMde by mt'nns of a liaison botween de \'Al era end Churchill to their 11mour oropre the "lfilling s up00rt of the I rish could not be gained, and that de Vc lera cons tantly r eferred to the absence of this liaison; (b) that the Pril:le kinister shoul·l look into the veraci ty of the com1>lai nts r g•inst the Northern Irish ancl that i rri­tation whenever oossible shoulrl be rcmoverl; (c) tha t ooinions anct speeches should recei ve publicity s uch as those of t he 2nd in eo!lll'.and of Cosgroves , Dillon, who is urnn~ lrelanrl as an obligation to civiliza tlon 111\d Christian! cy to join Enfl& ni and decl a re m1r ; (d) that i~ should he see n to by us th• t Aiken, 111nist"r of 1',~ r of Ireland, be seen . l'oreover we shcul·1 see to it t hat American defense measures ilopress hia, that you and other C~:binet u:eobers who have experienced war service t alk to him, anrl that, as I made clP.a r to de Valera , it shoulrl be emnhasized to hit' that the Uni t~~<l sta~s was only furni shing "lf1 t..'l arms those countries of whose i ntention to hel;:o the de!IIOcracies there was no loubt . (Aiken h cossibly in A."'terica for other reasons . He is of the extreme left); (e) thnt if practicable Oenersl s eanlon•s sug estion of several weeks ago be adopted to bring Ireland into our scheu, to carry our Mval, oili tary a nd govem:nentlll representatives to Foynos froas £tos ton b,r air . It is necessary for us to get r id of the veil of unreolity under which Ireland is living if we really intend to influence her. (f) In view of the f act that if anythinc is to be aecooolislted we r:rtst bring Ireland into our sohere and it might be a gcod olen, not an inconceivable one, to issue an i nvi tation to de Valera to come to Amo ricn . 

I W85 told bJ the Pri!re 'ini11ter that he woul1 investi11c te t he comolaints and woulrl deal m. th anything wron!l• Mr . Churchill also said although he wa ll for a united !raland he would not c<>anel i t . He stated tha t he would have t o back Ul> llorthem Trelani and pve suoport to t his oositlon 11hould de Vcl era not come in. Powever, the llitua­tlon woulj change should do Val era come in wi t h nr cat qr itain, t n which ease he woul<J atternot to s olve the Mtter usine all this inrluence to do so. Churchill said that to atTi ve t> t a s olut i on he Wl)ul<\ be willine oo grant suff icient defense pro tec tion before a base was set uo, and that like"lfise he >~oul 1 as a pr eliminary step towards a final arrangement establish an all- I r elnnl defense commis s ion. 

FOllo"lfing this l.!enzies 111\d Churchill screed thnt the fonnar should po to I relan<l this week and discuss the mEttter "lfith ·ie Valera . 
Everybody in lnglam re11lizes how urgen~ these bases in Ireland are 
needed . I am sure that our hel o in seeuriny the l rish bases is greatly hoped for, · 
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conversation ~tth th~ rn~rPt~ry of thn ~r~rtM~nt of 

l:.'xte~nnl Aff•ir• tn •·hirh th~ l~tt ·~ •n1,1 thot 11lthouch 

no 1 <VI1 "lt~ dttne'!'~"' f'lf A Priti~•l 1'lv,..r1~n ,.xi·t~-4 f'or th"' 

IDOrt~nt ,. t ··;119 dtfri.I"'Ult tt') fore..,e• hP't ~'"' l"'li,..""tiOn!" 

«!fleleoive -ttnek b;u' th" Ax!<~~' on Pt.:o £~" lt!•l1 1ttlP"'d-=" • culd 

not he tt"''o l~m, t!11lnyet1 An.-t T1tlt lnt.-r th~" thft b•,c1nr1"& 

or nP.xt f'prtne ) l'IA't"A\1~f!t thn ·rr~1J"' ,..,.Jn~~"rn tn A,;f"\Vt'\ r nj nc 

rt.r~l'9:~ in F1r_, l~t:r tn tho rnct~1b1.Hty, ,..h1f"h "'~!Ill r-n~efrttr c 

to b,. u:ore :md ~orD ,...,.rtn1n1 t,..At ~ ...... ril"-. 9't"11Jltl inter·,.,..,. 

t.n tne 't'!':rr,. ... ni~"' wtmld · Pndl' .. tr,. ~-:\tl"n ,r 1,...,. ,.,.--r 

ore crltie 1 thnn At ~re 

f'VCO und:C':r the mn .. t rAVC'111,..1'tt"l}e iT ter., !" tJttlon 1 ft tendt-> CY 0 

th~ pArt of 'tr . nl~h_, t.mr•,....,c: ra - 1nllllll"P1tf'flt with tho l'Y1S . 

•trietly :><>r•on,l lnroriOAtt.,n ""' nh.,.tnt the l ••t1<f~et<'r!' 

Att.it.ude Of ~0 e At any r1111t• nr th, 1,..1!. At1tl t)'rjt!,:.s tn 

recard t~ thi~ ~~unt•y . 

DICLAIIlPIID ~ 
81 Authorltr otlJC 

b'f' p~, 4 , I <.l-l.J. 
IF (Lf_ hto ff[ S ~ / .... , 
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