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THE WHITE H: USE
Apral 4, 194k.

Mr. Franc J. Wilson,
Chief, U, 4. Uceret Service, ¥
Vashington, D. C.

3r:

For your information, we now have 28 military posts within and
about the White House grounds throughout the twenty-four hour peried.
In my opinion, it would be roasonably safe to reduce this number to
16 posta throughout the twenty-four hour period, with two additional
posts for eight hour perlods when the Frosldeont is in residence at the
fhite House.

dhen the Fresident is not in residence at the linite House, the
four double manned machine gun poats, two posts on lest lxecutive Avenue
and two posts on Zast Executive Avenue could be eliminated - thus leaving
four mon on duty throughout the twenty-four hour period with two eddition-
al men on duty for aight hour perincds.

Froviding the military suthorities in immediate charge of the guard
could be parmitted to dispense with the required military training other
than small arms proctise and could also bn permitted to have 50% of their
ef fective strength on duty and on reserve instead of the regulstion 754,
it occcurs to me that a complemsent of 1X) permanently assigned larines or
soldiers would be adequatoe for the protecticn of the Presldent at the White
House, at Catoetin Hountain and at Warm Springs, Georgia. This would be
effected by transporting personnel from the Washington barrwcks to aither
of the other points when a Frepidential visit is anticipated.

By discontinuing the Signal Corpes posts at Boiling Field, Port Mywr,
Civilian Defense Headiuarters, Metropolitan Police Department, b assign-
ing operutors to the White House Security Hoom from the White House Mili-
tary Detail, and acsdgning operators to the Hyde Park Security Hoom from
the Hyde Fark Military Detail, and by reducing the overhead personnel, it
appears the Wiite House Signal Detachment could be reduced froa L7 men to
7 men.

If any of the present Slgnal Corpes personnel are to be assigned to
handling the Fresident's communicatiuvns, it would be the responsibility
of idmiral Brown end General Watson to regquest such sn assignment. Sooe



of the personnel are from time to time engaged in handling the Fresldent's
cmawun.cations, but the a runsenent has been informal wnd the parsonnel
are charped to the Secret Sorvice,

thould Lthess suggestions be sdopted wnd put into effect, it would
decreanse the number of persunnel directly or indirectly assigned to the
‘resident's protection in Hashington, Cateatin Mountain and Wurm Uprings
from L627 men und officers to 177 men and officera.

This numbar does not include liyde FPurk Ulitary Tetall, which has
& total strength of 384 officers and men. "his Detall performs o
definite militury function and ite mxigtance in justified for reasons other
than the protection of the Freaident., lo written report has been received
to dute from any competent authority regarding modification of the liyde
Park Detnil.

Very truly yourn,

liohael F. Hellly,

Supervising A ent.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

APriL 4, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, REILLY:

SUBJECT: MINIMUM NUMBER OF SIGNAL CORPS
PERSONNEL NECESSARY TO SUPPLE=-
MENT WHITE HOUSE AND SECRET
SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS,

| CANNOT FORESEE ANY NECESSITY FOR
MORE THAN SEVEN MEN ON THIS DETAIL.
| WOULD SUGGEST THE THREE WARRANT

CFFICERS AND FOUR TECHNICAL SERGEANTS

OF THE PRESENT DETAIL., THESE MEN |
AM SURE CAN TAKE CARE OF ANY NORMAL
REQUIREMENT.

SHOULD AN OCCASION ARISE WHEREBY

ADDITIONAL SERVICE PERSONNEL IS NEEDED
WE HAVE ONLY TO CALL ON GENERAL STONER
OR ADMIRAL REDMOND THROUGH THE OFFICE

OF THE ArMY AND NAVAL AICES TO THE
PRES IDENT.

Dewey E. Lowng, CH
WHITE House Comwm
AND TRAVEL SERVICE.

=
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THE WHITE HOUSE

March 23, 194k.

Mr. Frank J. i‘iil!on.
Chief, U. 5. Secret Service,
Washington, D. C.

841

The attached reports relate to the duties and
physical fitness for combat service of the military
personnel who are assigned directly or indirectly
to the protection of the President in Washington, D. C.,
at liyde Park, N. ¥, and Catoctin Mountain, Meryland.

Vary truly yours,



WHITE HOUBE SIGNAL DETACHMENT DGprt
WA TACABURY BUILDING
WARHINOTOMN, D. C.

23 March 1944,

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Michael K. Reilly,
Supervising Agent, U, S, Secret Service,
+he fWhite House.

The followlng 1ist shows distribution of
enlisted personnel of the White House Siznal Detachment
as of this date. Twenty elght rauiophone and telephone
operators assigned as follows:

Station #1 Eﬂnite House Security) ---=3
Station #3 (10th Precinct Phlice

STATION) =————ae— e n
Station #4 (Bolling Fieldg ---------- =l
Station #5 (Ft. Myer, Va,) —cecacana- -l
Station #6 (Fire Alarm Hg. and
Civilian Defense) —-————-- L
Hyde Park, H.Y. -————-.——.-.-..,...-__.._...._,.E%—
Total ----

Detachment Administration and

Clerical =e-eccccmc e 2
Detachment and Signal Supply ==-==—-- 2
Research and Development =—e—cecccecaee 2
Motor Maintenance ana Drivers ~------ 3
Radlo Maintenance and Construction

Fersonnel =—e—=- ——————————— ]
Cryptograph kquipment Msintenance --- 1
Grand Total —====

It is contemplated replacing most of existing
perscnnel with enlisted men physically incapacitated for
combat service or over the age limit for such service, as
goon as acceptable reglacaments have been furnished and
can be trained, to fill thelr important assigmments.

According to a recent physical survey, thirty two
of the forty five enlisted men in this detachment are
physically qualified for overseas service. Ihree of this
number, however, are over the thirty eight year age limit,




Enlisted men

Total

254
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THE WHITE HOUSE

D:ﬂ“r‘.--o--o-_ﬁ
TOTAL = = - - 136

Thin detail 1s vasigned to the protection of the President
when he is in residence at Catootin Mountain, They man 22 fixed
posts and 13 other men are engaged on patrol with dogs within a
denzely wooded irea, the perimeter of which is sbout fifteen niles,

When the President 1s not at Catootin Mountain the entire
detsil undergoes a rigid training progrom.

A1l of the personnel except two Officers ure physically fit
and qualified for active combat duty.

The rersonnel of the Detail is constantly changlagund all
recent replacements have been men in their late thirtieas.

The War Manpower Committes recently mude a thorough nurvey
of the Dptail and rendered an oplrion there was no excoss of per-
sonnel and that the manner of training and rotating personnel was
satisfactory.

In my opinion this detail is operated at mindwum strength.
The men are on duty four hours and off duty eight hours. No libarty
is granted when the President is in reasidence,

I believe the detall cannot be decreased as all posts are
ﬂmh ﬂl“‘m.

e T,
M. F. Reilly,
Supervising Agent.



Lo the protection of the President:
Catoctin Mountain Detachment
Enlisted men 132
Officars i
Total 136

4.1 of the enlisted men and two of the Officers are phyaical ly
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THE WHITE HOUSE

March 23, 19“-

250th MILITARY POLICE COMPANY (Special)
Hashington Military Distrioct

8
TOTAL - 25

This Detail is assigned to the irmediste protection of the
White Houss. Its personnel man 28 posts, each of which is vitally
essential to insure the protection of the President while he is in
residence at the White House.

The men are on post 2 hours, then off & hours throughout a
2, hour period. During the following 2i hour period they are
agaged in training activities and then during the third 24 hour
period resume duty. This schedule is continued except when the
men are given pass or leave.

Fourteen men and one Officer are assigned axclusively for
the purpose of combatting chemical warfare.

There has been a turnover of 20% of the personnel since the
Detall was firet assigned.

Captain Minns, the Cosmanding Officer, advises me all of the
personnel except 25 men and cne Officer, or a total of 221 men and
Officers, are physically fit for combat duty.

" % " * 8

M. F. Redlly,
Supervising Agent.
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THE WiITE KOUSE March 23, 1944.

The following report relates to the personnel of the Army
Signal Corp assigned at the ihite House:

Station No. 1 (White House Security) - - - - 8
Station No. 3 (10th Precinct-rolice) - - - - |

Station No. 4 (Bolling Pield) = = - = = = = L
Station Ne. 5 (PL. H,-.", vl.} ------- &y
Station No. 6 (Fire Alarm & Civilian Defense) 4
Ryde Park, . ¥o =~ ccccnccccnnnn '
Letachment Administration and Clerical - — - 2
Detachment and Signal Supply - = = = = = = - b
ftesearch and Development - = - - - — - - _ _ 2
Motor Maintenance and Drivers - - - - — — - 3
Hadio Maintenance and Construction Perconnel 7
Cryptograph Squipment Maintenance = = - - - 1l
Offioers - - - - - - o o o o o o e e o e 2

TUTAL = = = 47

OrthnMIfﬁlﬂmmulnmuthtﬂumunﬂd,
Hn&hulﬂiﬂﬂmﬂdm,mmrmmmumphm
fmrlddltimullmfnruhmdlbmtmhﬂlm-d.

mdmmﬂmﬁnmﬂitumuum
qualified for combat duty.

* & 8 8 8

K. F. hedlly,
Swmw w.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

March 23, 19u4.

HYDE P WY | DETAIL.

The following outline of the militury establishment at
the Fresident's Hatate at lyde Park, N. 7. is submitted here-
with:

Non-Losmissioned Officars
Hdmm-l.--.-nt- 3&
Officers (includes 2 Medical men) 17
ToleTh=L J81

#11 of the parsonnel axoepting one of flcer ure physically
qualified for combat wervice.

The primary purpose of this detall ias the tralning of
Military Police. Its secondary function is “he protection of
the President. There have been two entire changes of personnel
since it was first organimed on August 15, 1942,

Thern are 57 posts being manned, 10 men are held in ressrve
and 16 other men are engaged on a continuous motor patrol through-
out the day and right when tho President is in reeidence at iyds
Fark., Those men ure strategically posted to snclose an ares, the
perimeter of wilch s spproximately 113 miles (within wiich area
90% of the President's uctivities are confined) .

When the President is not at liyde Park there are only 11 posts
to be manned which require 33 men, m-r-dmmwmmm
mnum-rpnri;ldtﬂim.:upmp—.

From tids organdisation superior cadres, well versed and thor-
oughly trained in overy phase of m'litary police work, are trang-
ferred at intervals of about four months to other Army units.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

25 March 1944

VEECRANDUYN FOR GENERAL WATSON:

The other day Secretary lHorpenthou conferred with
General Marshall repardine reducing the strengthi of the Eili-
tary Police Detachments at the White House and Hyde Park.
Subsequently, Mr. lMorpenthau, Chief Wilson, kike Reilly, und
General Lewis conferred reparding this matter. Arrecments
have been reached calling for considerable reductions in
the future of both Mllitary Police Detachments. General lar-
shall has slsoc directed the Commending General, Second Service
Command, to confer with Chief Wilson regerdinpg detailed re-
ductions in the Military Police Detachment at Hyde Park.

B. W. DAVEH .
Eﬂjﬂr’ Go Ei ct;
Asgt. Secretary, General Staff.

DROLASSIFIED
05D Letter, 8-3-78
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