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g‘cause of persistent rumors in regard
to Mrs. Emmeline Pan urs? s entrance into the United States, the
Women's Political Union sent a telegram to the Secretary of Labor,
a copy of whicHh I enclose. A copy of the Secretary's reply is also
forwarded with this letter.

The Women's Political Union finds this answer of the
Department of Labor in marked contrast to the assurances receiv-
ed from the Secretary of Labor under the last Administration at
the time of Mrs. Pankhurst's first and second visits to America.
In 1910, the then Secretary of Labor to our ingquiry as to what
treatment Mrs. Pankhurst would receive at the port of New York,
immediately assured us that as Mrs. Pankhurst's acts in England
showed no "moral turpitude"” she could enter the country as would
any other visiting foreigner. 1In 1911, when Mrs. Pankhurst's
second visit occurred, we received to our inguiry as to the pro-
posed attitude of the immigration authorities towards her, the
same reply as in 1910. Mrs. Pankhurst's acts were regarded through-
out the Taft Administration as not showing "moral turpitude".

At the end of March of this year, for the first time one
of the English militants was held for inquiry at one of our ports,
but in the end it was again decided that although Miss Florence Ward
had been imprisoned many times for destroying property in connection
with the struggle of women for political freedom in England, her
acts in no way showed "moral turvitude”, and she was admitted to
the United States at the port of Boston, Massachusétts.

In the case of Miss Ward, she not being w1de1y known, there
may have been ground for sabgect1ng her to a searching inquiry, but
surely no such excuse could be offered in defense of subjecting
Mrs. Pankhurst to such treatment. No intelligent person but knows
that Mrs. Pankhurst is engaged in a political struggle with the

English government and is not seeking any political connection with
the United States.

We urge the present Administration to take exactly the
same frank and unequivocal position invariably held by the last
Administration, and refuse to introduce into the immigraetion de-
partment any invidious distinction between the treatment accorded
those who are conducting a fight for the political freedom of wo-
men in England and that accorded those who are conducting a fight

for the political freedom of men in Russia. May we not expect for
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Mrs. Psnkhurst and the militents of Great Britain, the same treat-
ment by the immigration officials as that shown the Russian revolu-
tionists, Madam Breshkovsky and Count Tschaikovsky? They were not
subjected to any inguiry as to their acts in Russia or attitude
towards the Czar, snd English militants should not be reguired to
answer questions in regard to their attitude towards the government

of Great Britain.
I am

Respectfully yours,

To His Excellency, Woodrow Wilson
President of the United States
Washington, D. C.

ENCLOSURE.
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Honorable W. B. Wilson
Department of Labor
Washington
D.CC

Kindly inform me is report true thet Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst on
arrival will be examined by board of inquiry Ellis Island as to
fitness to enter United States? If true, kindly state why such a
course adopted in her case and not in case of Russian revolutionists,
Krapotkin, Stepinac, Madam Breshkovsky and Count Tschaikovsky.

~ (Signed) Harriot Stanton Blatch
President, Women's Political Union,1l3 West 42d Street.

Reply to Mrs. Blatch from the Department of Labor.

"Replying to your telegram of yesterday, would say that inspec-
tors of immigration have original jurisdiction of aliens seeking
sdmission to the United States. The Department has appellate juris-
diction and that only in cases of persons excluded by inspectors.

If Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst seeks admission to the United States, her
case will be handled in exactly the same way as any other alien
seeking admission. :

(SIGNED) W.B. Wilson."
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