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ROBERT

Pfleger

. g. P F LEG E R, calle1 as a witness.

having first been july sworn by the Foremen, testified

a.S fallows:-

BY MF'. L .;.NE :

Mr- Pfleger, what is your business'? A I 8.111 in

the ad"trertlsing business. r :~m an Account E.xecutive for

Meljrll.nl &: Fawsmi tb Aj,verti sing Agenoy in Cleveland iI

Q You resije at 4202 -- ~ 5202.

"'" Albext1y Ave., Ohio? A Yes. It is Palmer, Ohio.

~ Do you h8ve a telephone number tberer A Yes.

r\ In the early pa.~ rt of July of 1949 you owned a..,.,1,..... .-

S tude baker car? 'flh •p. J. at s corTec't.

Q What mojel was it? A It was a 1941 club coupe.

~ Champion, wasn't it? A Champion, yes,sir.

Q Dij you h~ve oocasion to advertise for the

of selling that car? A I jij.

Q WhaL jij you jo with respect to the ajvertis

;1 Do yOD mean ,;;;here ji:i I insert it?

That's right. A There were two ads inserte~.

One was in the Olevelanj Press anj a later oj in the

Ole vel-.:n j Plai n· Des.l er iI

Dc you rec~ll ~~prDxim&tely the time that you

pla,ceo. tbose ade in the newSpapers? fA I caL I t swear to the

exact jates; thdy were approxiwet81y these: the ad in the

of July-
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Now jij you receive a visit -- !will with1raw

that. Did. you eventually sell the c&r? A Yes,sir" Itl:l:i.

Will YOQ tell the jury the events tl~t led up

to your selling the car? A Yes, sir. The car was ajvertised

telephone, several :oeople to see it, s.nj I 801:1 it to one

of ttl€:se l],rties. One -- io you wan t me to /50 into all of

je ls1
-- IQ ~hat s rignt. A I sold the car to a man by the

name of Sidorovich. Tho~e people oame -- the came in a

l~rty of three. There was a man whom I later learned his

n arne was Perl al ttlOUgt~ I :i1 d not' Ie ax n hi s name at tha t

partioular time, Eia:! Mr. an:i Mrs. °ijorovioh. There was a~
;

peculiar CirCUillstance at r.he time of the man whom I now knova

by the name of Perl" c&me in anj lookej at the car, an1 I

assumed he was tbe prospect; Mr. an::l Mrs. S1jorovich seemed

to stay in the tackgrounj. He examined r;be car, nj this

man Perl drove it arounj 't;he block ,::.nj he seemed to be the

man that knew the most about an automobile nj seeme1 to me

to be the pros})ect. For instc.nc€, Mr.-:nj Mrs. 81:9orov1ch

rO::le in the back sea t of t.tl~ car.

~ Did you rije in the seat with him, the front seat?

A Yes.

Q Anj this man Perl jrove tbe oar, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Dij he have some talk about automobiles with you?
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A He seemedto know a great deal about an automobile, ~:nd

I jo not know a great jeal bout them, anj I commente:J on

tha t fact 8.t tha lJ time, anj obviously in two years some o~

t;hes e thi ngs b.re jus t a Ii Ii tIe bi t vague, a.n:1 as I

he s~": 1d S (Are tb i ng, If I jcn I t i:now ~l grea t jeal about aut

engl n,:,: 6; I know some thing abo uti airplane engi nes . tl

q \111 you describe this man Perl'? tA He stall,

be.s bushy 5al'k hair, rather his features, I would say, were

rather angular and sl!.arp, jark; walked just, a litl:;le bit

s~ooped.

~ Abouu six feet? A Ilj say he was six feet or a

little bit over six feet.

c:~ Have Y'ou Been bim recently? A Yes, sir.

Q ~hen jij you see him? A I have seen him on two

ocoasions 10 the last two w'"Jeeks. A week ago this Tuesday

Special Investigauor Fernandez from the FBI took me out to

the NA CA Labora tori es in 01 evelanj a nj I 0 ts erve:i tili s man

entering his car anj then i5entifiejhim as the man who

scccmpanied the Sijoroviches. Dij you want me to tell when

I saw him la tel"'c

Q Yes. h Then I saw bim again this week with a

Speci21 Inv'::::s tigator~ .Meeth, from the FBI. At that time we

passed him several times in his ~utomobile &nj we saw him

also as be entered hiscaT at the NA,OA La.boratories ;:~galn ..

~ Do you recall Whab the price was? Al gt:750
'f(' •

Q How :11 j they pay it'r A *~lOO on the jay tha t they
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agreed to bUy the car) which wa.s the Sun1ai I spoke of

earlier, ~nd $650 on the jay of transfer.

A Yes, sir.

Were you going to keep the car for a while? I
!
l

The agreement was that Mr· Sijorovich agreed to I
Howevex, I was awat1ng je11very of abuy

new

tL1e automobile.

car, and because

,

!
I Ii ved iDa sectton where an automobiJ!e

i
is neces.sary:, I ma:ie -- we agreed, mutua.lly::~greej, that I

coul:l have the use of the car until I receiveti ~je11v€ry of

A Mr. an:1 lvirs.

A I

presen~ at tha~ time?

then the deal would be callej off.

was

Bho jrew that agreement up?

Di d yuu sign any pbpers? i\ YeS J sir.

hhO

that,

Q

0'8 ve me t:100.
o "

81 :lo:r- ovi ch.

the new car.

time he

not get

I
I

Q Di:J he gi ve you a jepos1 tat that time'? A At that !

I
Ie :1rew up !

I
an greement restricting me from selling the oar to any othtr

person, 1::10j that the only way tha t the jeal oould be canoelief'
r

would be if the jellvery of the new caT waulj fail, or I ji1
\

I

I
I
I
I

I

not.

the

'<t 1-'aS Perl present at tlJE~t cJ.!'r.:e? .Pi No, sir; he was I

I
j

!
!

tIles that jr-:-.wn on -;:;h-. Sf.;;.me :lay that he Durch2_se:3!, ' . i
j

carr' f:.

Q Where was this 5rawnT A Moet of the transaction I
!

!
took;:place in the jriveway of my borne, the caT was p:a.rked

out here, .:;.nj when I oa.me back the eituatj.on seemed to

_.".~_.__._..__+~evexs e i ~.se~;f !~. __.f_~rJ.._-d.x..QPpaj-..in4~trb-e---eaekgxOUrd7-ne ._----.+_
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S:i. Joroviches tftel1 t-ecame the prospect. Ther e WaB Fome

bickering over the price anj I fin~11y ~gxee~ to sell the

request of the S1dorovhches I jrew up this agreement.

(Cont. by ED)
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8/30/50

Q Was there anybody else present besides the Sidorovi s'

A .No, sir.

Q W~at did they want to give you originally for the

car'? A Well, I

Q What was their 0 ff'er? A 'I1heir offer was $750. I

wan ted ~825.

G You ha.d som e al'gument there at the time? A Some

oi scussion '(

Q A discussion. A No, sir.

Q Not at all. Now, y01;.l say they came there in the

morning; 1s that right'? A No. They carne there in the

afternoon.

'i. About wha t time? A 1 would estimate the time at

about 2 or 2:30 in the afternoon, or it might have been a

little bit later than that, and returned within about an

Q And you say they drove up in a car'"? A Yes, sir.

~ Who was driving that car? A Mr. Perl.

Q What kind of a car was it? A As I recollect it, I

believe that it was e Chevolet of a somewhat earlier model.

I thought it was about a '36, a '38; along in there.

~ What color? A. It seemed to me it was either a dark

\
\ blue # dark green the car was in pretty shabby shape.

Q ''Nas it a two-door J i'our-door;'", A I t was a sedan.

I can't say wi th any certainty 'whether it Vias a two-door or

four-door.

,<, Now I after they tri ed. the car out a.nd took it around
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the block did they buy it immediately or did they leave?

A No} sir; they left~ and gave me no indication whether

they WOQld buy the car or not, with some kind of remark,

nWe!l..l th.ink it over. fI And of course several other people

done the same thing and I just let it pass at that time.

Tney returned I would say in an hour or a little bit less.

All of this transpired between our noon-day meal and the

evenin € meal.

Q. Now, were the members of your family cut in your be.

yard f'? A Yes I sir.

Q Ana they returned, you say" within an hour? A Yes"

Q ~OWj &t the ti~e they left did they say they were

going to look over some othercars? A They didn't tell me

what they were going to do.

Q And had they dickered over ~~e price before they

left? A No, sir.

Q They hadnft talked price? A No, sir.

Q But they said they would return, did theye? A Yes.

(\ rid the:.r ask you to hold the car? A No, sir."-t

Q. Did they ask you about the price? A No.

Q They didn't ask you about the price? A No. It

developed later in the conversation. The car was advertised

wi thou;; a pri ce a.nd tha.t' s one of the reasons they asked

t~e $750 price. I had quoted a ~750 price over the te

and after several other people had looked at the car they

seemed to think it was \'IIorth eight hundred a.nd a. quarter,
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VJri tten.

hela for them and to protect them.

«-~««««<--<- <-«~~-<-r~-

so when he came I asked that much money and he held me to !
the price that I quoted over the telephone.

,
Q Lid his wife enter into the discussions very much? I

A Except in the drawing up of tne con tract. I
I

(~ ~ihat did she do in that? A Oh, she suggested s6veratl.
I

things the. t should be put in to it, oh, how the car should be 1

I
I
i
i

G Was the a.greemen t typed 0 r was it -- A I twas hand-!
!
1
i

Q And did you make a duplicate? A No, sir, I didn't.

Q And you gave them the agreement? A Yes, sir.

Q Did they ever gi ve it back to you?
£

A I t was de s troybd,
~
~

If I remember correctly, it was (lestroyed the p.ay we made

the transfer.

Q Did your w1fe see these people at all or any members

of your fa.mily~i' A In the last couple of weeks we have

tried to find ou t if my wife could remember any of the sa

people. She did remember Mr .Sidorovich. She could not

identify!V[rs. Sldorovich ~d she could not ident1~y Mr. Perl.1
i

Q Do you hav~ a small child: A Yes, sir.

Q The- reason I asked that is, there was some -- there ,
r

was something said by Mrs. Sidorovich the t she recalled haVin~
~

waived goodbye and she saw several people in your backya.rd, !
I

inclUding s. small child. A 'Nell, my mother and father-ln-laF-'

that's right, my baby was out there, and my mother-in-law an~

,fa.ther-in-law, in the back yard. I
,-,,-,-,,<~<~,--'<--~._~~--<~_.._..--1-~

I
I



Q How Old was the child?

three years old. ne is five now.

1
,,, __-..;_o._~._•. __.;._~_,~

Thfj ch il.d a. t that time was I

Queed me.

Q Now, is there anything else you can recall, Mr.Pfleger,
I

about the entire proceeding~ Ii That t s all that I can rememb~r
]

Q, And when cid the} make the final paymen t on the car?

A On tLe da.)" 0 f the tran sfer J whi eh V'~a.s July 22.

Q &~d what havpened on t~at oay? AI met only

~r. B1dorovich at the County Recorderts office. I had the

bill of sale from my car v~h1c.t1 I turned over and he turned

over the balance of the money.

Q And at the time that you met the Siuoroviches, that

is J when they came to your house to purchase thacer, dl d

Sidorovich introduce these other two people to you?

A No, he did not; -because in the begirming it looked as

though Perl was the pur chaser ana not until we v;ent into the

house to dra.w up the agreemen t did I learn any of their namesl
I

and that rtr. and Mrs. Sidorovich, a.nd he then of cour~se int;'ol-
I
i

Q Now, I have a photograph of William Perl. Is that t9~
:

man that you have identified? Yes, sir.

Q
I

And is tha.t your signature on the 'back'? A Yes, sir.l
I
{

MR. LANE: May the record innicate that the witnesd

has identified William Perl.

Well, now, Mr. Foreman, I think that's about all
1

I ha ve to ask ::itr. Pfleger. I f you or any cbf the Jurors I

have --
~

-------~--_t-

I



BY THE JURY:

Q Just the one question: whether or not when you

'identified ferl last week he had the same car in which he

drove up to your house? A N0 ~ sir. lie has- - he is now

driving a new Dodge.

Q Did Perl go into your house when the agreement was

dl"awn up? A tio, sir. Perl remained on the side yard.

BY MR. LANE:

Q Did Perl tell you where he was working at that time?

A No, 51 r, he dian' t •

Q. Did Sldorovich tell you? A I don I t believe h.e told.

me where he worked. But he did te1.1 me a t the time or some-

where a,long the line 1 got the impre Bsion that he was a drafts-

man.

Q At tha.t time? Or 1s it something you learned' since

then thrcu&~ the FBI? A I have sin cs learned where he

dr2ftsman, and they have never told me whether he is or he

ian t t.

Q At the time you saw Mr. Perl was he wearing a hat?

A No. It was in the summer time, warm weather, JUly, and

they '{~er'e cresse6. ver'S informally. Nei ttJ.er of' the men had

coats and did ~ot have hats.

THE F'GREMAN: I f there are no fur ther questions,
, you may be excused. And thank you very mu ch, Mr. Pflegerl,

---'-~~---~-~'-~-r-~-----"--roryou:r-te--stThony--'-~--'---'--' ,
I [WITNESS EXCUSED] I

---------




