
us v. John Doe
August 30, 1950
Presented by Myles J. Lane, Esq.

bd 1 Sidorovlch

MICHAEL SID 0 R 0 V I C H, called as a wi tness,

having first been dul'j'r sworn by the Foreman, testified

as fo 110lJl s :

BY MR. LANE:

Q Your full name? A Michael Sidorovich.

I believe I started working for t~em in about July or

Gas Machinery Company.A

Base salary of two seventy-five a

Draftsman •

Cleveland.

A

A

j

A Oh, I worked for tne Gafford Corporatiop,

A Cleveland; business brokers.

A

Cleveland?

ClevelBnd?

How long?

Occupation?

Whom do you work fo r?

What salary?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

August of 1949.

Company.

Q 1950? A This year.

Q, And before that whom did you work for? A Before

worked for the Gafford Corporation.

!i
Q Your address'~' A 8706 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland,Ohib.

Ii
ii
i

;1

~
:1
;1

!i

Q HOYl long do you work there? .A Since the la.tter part!!
II
~

~
II
j
:1
;1

11

!I

Q Whom did you work for before that? A Bower Surveys ~

tl

:1

~
'i
u

Q. .l..iuring·. wha t period of time? Ten weeks. I don't 1\A ~

recall exactly. I got a' statement from him. I know it was -L
.~
i1

Q W"ell, approximately what time, what mOIl ths? A I

think April, May and June.

o.f June.

month.
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Q, As a dra.ftsma.n? A No.

Q As what? A As a licensed real estate salesman.

Q And what ,,-as your remunera tion for tha.t job?

A Strictly on a commission basis.

Q Well, what did you make, on the average, a year?

A Oh, I believe I did around $1500.

Q $1500 a year. Is that all? A Well, I wasn't with

them a full year.

Q -You were with them ten months, weren't you?

A About ten months.

Q Well, what did you live on during that time?

A Wel~, I had to live on whatever money I had put aside

before that.

Q How much was that? A Well, we had bonds and my

mother sent us aome money and my wife mana.ged the money and

1- don f t know exa.ctly how mllch we had, I mean in round figure ;

in round fi gure a I coulan t t tell you.

Q Wall, rougnly, in round figures what aid you ns.ve,

altogetber, counting the bonds and the money your mother

sen t you? A Oh, POS sibl J three thousand, maybe more.

Q How much did you have in the way of bonds?

A I don't recall.

Q Roughly. A I can't .. I couldn't say.

Q Give me an approximation'. A l. couldn't give you an

approximation because I don't recall how much I had.

Q You don't know how ma.ny bonds you had'~' A That' B
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Q Didn't you look at them? A I looked at them, but

I didn't count them.

Q That's a little unusual. What did you do before

that? A Before what?

Q Before you worked for this real estate company?

A Before that I tried selling furnaces.

Q For whom? A There was a furnace company -- I wasn't

wi th them lon.g. I be lieve I was with t:n-mm for about a week

or so and I collected no compensation.

Q And prior to that whom did you work for? A Prior

to that I worked' for tt.A.6 Tucker Industries.

Q Cleveland? A Cleveland.

Q What period of time? A From about the middle of

to about Tha.nksgiving of t 48.

Q As s. draft sroan ? A As a draft aman.

Q And what did you get for a remuneration there?'

A Well, it varied, but my average -- but my base rate was

$2.10 an hour.

Q Well, what was the average? A I believe I did be

than $90 a week.

Q Did your wife work at that time? A My wife worked

at tha t time.

Q Wha,t was she making? A Well, she WB,S getting, I

think -- as 1 recall, she was making about $35 a week.

Q Whom was she working for? A The Lindner Company

of Cleveland.
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~

~ How old are you now? A Well, I have to figure that-~
!

Q Do you want my pencil? A Thirty-four.

Q Were you in the service? A No.

Q Why? A I was deferred.

Q Vlhy? A 4-F.

Q, Well, I know; but VJha. t' s the reason? A Eyes.

Q Did you have a punctured ear, or wnat? A My eyes.

That's r~ght.

I believe it was

I do.

A

A

A

It's a '41 studebaker.

A .Not recently.'

A

I saw him today.A

The name I don't recall.AFrom whom?

But you have looked at it?

What is it, what year?

What was your Draft Board?

Do you own an automobile?

Did you ever look 8.t it?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Have you seen him today?

- \1

l!

number 11 or number 12, down on Astor Place, here in New York~

i
~
~

I
Q When did you purchase it? A In the summer of 148. I

~
R

11

Q You got a bill of sale, didn't you? A That's right.~
!I
il'

1
il
jl

!
Q Do you recognize the man that you purchased it from? I

~
~
~

Q Robert Pfleger; tha.trs his name. A I don't recall il

the name.

Q Now, when did you decide to buy this car? A The

Ida.y I saw it.

Q The day you saw it, yes; but when did you decide to

; buy a car~' A Well, I had been looking during the summer of
i

: t 48 for B. ca.r, I wanted to purchase a car. I had pu t ia a

~ bid for a new car for some time since an d I hadn't heard
'\
;j

",_,=","",-".",".:.=<=-,~. ""..~"""z~~",~_,,,_~,,"_.-,._~,,~ ,~=",,"c, ... ,-,.=..-_ ,1c>. ~..r.~">~"-"' c." -.·,.cc,.·.····
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go down, although I called him on several occasions. I

I spoke to whoever was in charge there and he saia they.

were all filled up, all their orders -- all their cars were

'I
i1

11

:i
:1

!i
I!
:1

i
,I
J
I

:1

il
:1

i
I
'I
1
i

,i

J
il

I dian' ti
·1

Sidorovlcb

Q And whom did you deal wi th ,there? A Yvell; I spoke

Q You pu t an order in then for & car? A Yes.

Q '46? A Yes.

Q ~when was this? A Oh, this was I think in t 46.

Q What kind of a ca.r?' A A studeba.ker •

bd 5

to Mr. Erdlac himself.

And he sent me -~ once or twice he sent me an invitation to

Q A new one? A A new one.

Q And then what happened? A Well, then he wouldn't

take any deposit. he said he would just keep me in mind.

come down and look at new cars that Vllsre in, just as til --

this was before they moved to the quarters they now occupy.

Q Where are they now? A Now they are on Broadway. 1
:1

Q The same place? A No. They are on Broadway now. ;,
I

Q Where were they before? A Before, they were some- I
ilplace on 79th Stl"leet. I don't recall the location. 'I
Ii

anything from the dealer with whom I had put in the order.

l Who is the dealer? A I believe it was Cole Motors.

that were just on display, to keep up my interest.

called him once or tYiice and I couldn't get to speak to him

Q Cole Motors in Cleveland? A Not Cole. It was ErQl~C.

Q And where are they located in Cleveland? A They ar~

located on Broadway. And when I put my order in they has
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on order and they couldn't promise me anJl'thing a t all. And

I believe I went down to Cole Motors and spoke to them, too,

and they were bUsy too. So tha,t when I -- in '48 I got 018­

gustea waiting and I also figured that the market might drop

down and I might be able to get a car without too much wait­

ing, and, well, nothing happened and when nothing happened

I started looking around used cars and so I answered many

ads and maOe many telephone calls and inspected many used

car lot s, l'ooking for a. car.

Q Well, what used car lots did you visit? A Specifi­

cally, I c~uldn't give you the names, because

Q Well, you must remember some of them. A You could

walk down Euclid Avenue not far fr~n whare I live and you

could find one, two miles, you could find five or six

used car lots.

Q Well, what were some of them? I don't live in

Clevelen.d, 80 1 don't know the answer to that. A I dconft

remember any of their names.

Q You don't remember any of the names where you went?

A No.

Q Why'? A Well" there was no I'eason to remember.

Q Well, as you walk down the street now you remember

some of them you wen t to before. As you pass by them now

in Cleveland you look a t some of them and say, ttTna t f s the

place vlhere I went before. n it I don't say that to m~rself.

There is no reason for me to say that to myself.
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you.

Q There is, now; I'm asking you. A Well, I'm telling

Q Well, now, refresh your memory, see if you can't re­

member one of those places, at least one; you can remember

one of them. A Well, there is numerous ones coming up all

the time.

q What? A There is new ones springing up or dicii

spring up all up and down the street there, one of them

right, I think, within about two blocks of where I live; I

believe it's called Elkhart.

Q Elkhart. Did you try that pla ce'i' A i bell eve I

walked around there a lot.

Q Was there anyone with you when you went to Erlac?

A Erdlae?

Q Yes. .A Yes, I went down with somebody who knew

Erdlac.

Q Who is that? A A fellow by, the name of Joseph

Chilenko.

Q A friend of yoursY A He was working with me at the

time.

Q Where does he live? A ~"'e lives in Clevela.'rld.

Q vvhereabou ts? A Well, he has moved and. I have heard

that he his father died and he ha.d bought a home or some-

thing like that and I haven't sean him, although I have

spoke to him over ~~e telephone.

Q ~ou called him up? A he called me up.
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Q What's h1s telephone number'? A I don t t remember.

Q If I wanted to get in touch with him where woold I

communicate with him? A I could find him in the telephone

.book.

Q Do you know where he works now? A Now, no.

Q Now, you looked in the newspapers, I imagine, before

you purch~sed this car. A That's right.

Q On the day tha.t you purchased it, tell me what you

did. You looked at the paper first that morning'?

A. 'l'ha t t S right.

Q A plain dealel~, wasn' ~ it? A That's right.

Q And wha t did you do after you saw it? You spoke

to your wi fe? A Well, I called several dif ferent a.ds and

street car or the bus, one or the other.

transportation. I didntt have a car. I had to use the

then my wife ana I went out and we 'went to

Q You don't remember the names of the people? A No.

Q Where they Ii ved? A No.

,,~ How did you go ou t to these places? A By public

Q Well, at this stage of the proceedings I think it's

it. Then I

to find au t what they have for sa.le and what they wanted for

look at some of those that T had called...L

Q Whom did you visit? A Well, there was -- there were

others I saw which I don t t recall at all.

my duty to warn you, advise you, that you are testifying

under oath and that you are subject to penalties of perjury
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which includes the possibility of being indicted for perjury

if you are not giving truthful answers. Now, I realize it's

two years ago, but you certainly know how you wen t out to

Pfleger f shouse. Now, once again I repeat tl1.e que s tlon:

How did you go out to Pfleger's house on the day that you

bought the car', A You mean the man from whom I bought the

car'l

Q Yes. A As I recall, I took a bus, a street car and

bus or a bus and street car out there.

~ You talked to him outside here this morning, didn't

you? AYes.

Q Didn't that refresh your recolle etlon as to the

events of that particular day? A Well, what do you mean

by "refresh u?

Q Well, couldn't that recall to your mind what took

place on that day? A I recall that I bought the car on

day.

Q Yes. Now, tell us what happened. Your story is

you went there by public bus. What bus did you take to go

ou t there? A Well, I hadn't ever been out there before

and I had to go th~ough the Cleveland transit system map

and pick out a route and follow the route to get out there.

Q What time did you leave yor home that day? A I be-

lieve it was after lunch.

Q What time? A I couldn't tell you whether it was

1 '0 t clo ck or 2 0 t clo ok or 12: 30.



wanted? A 1 don't recall.

r"18 call tha t INe d1 d.

Sidorovich

But it was my understanding that a Studebaker was

Q Well, what cars were you interested in, just

Studebakers? A Well, I looked at other cars, I mean I

looked at Chevoolets and I looked at Fords and I looked at

Q What did he say'? A Let me think. Yes, I believe

yes, he told me that he wanted $750 for that car.

Q And you told your wife. did you, what he said he

Q Did you talk price over the telephone? A I asked

him let's see. If I recall, I asked him what he was

asking for it. I must have spoken price with him.

~ You had a list in your pocket, d1~~'t you? You have

just testified that you telephoned several people.

A That's right.

Q You made appointments, didntt you? A I didn't say

I made appointments.

Q Well, did you make appointment s", A I don 't recall

~~at I made any appointment.

Q You made a.n appointment 'wi thPfleger. A I told him

that I -- that his ·ad was interesting and. that, if possible,

I would be down to see him.

bd 1.0

Q You and your wife left home'? A That's right.

r Now, where did you go from the time you left home

and the time you got out to Pfleger's place? A I can't re­

call whether we stopped to see any other cars or not. I don t
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away.

bd 13 Sidorovich

A Which other one?

Q The Ghevvy. A No, I did not. I said I bought that

around '43.

And you bough t the DeSoto after you moved up

A I had the Chevvy when I was already in

Q 'Ilo yourbrother-i:n.-law? A That t S right.

Q Was that before you purchased the DeSoto? A That

was before I purchased the De"Soto.

Q What did you use for transportation after you gave

it away? A I walked.

Q. How long a walk 18 1 t from the rai lroad to the bus

station? A The railroad. There is no bus station. It's

sbou t a. mile and a half from my home to the l'tailroad sta tion

Q You walked the t every day? Ii Every day except

when 1 could get a lift.

Q In the winter, too, in the winter? A Well, in the

winter I was lucky. One of our neigabors used to go to work

and he used to give me a lift. I would walk down the road a

Q '43.

to Chappaqua. f?

Chappaqua..

Q When did you gp to Chappaqua? A In Chappaqua, I

believe I went up there ei ther in t 42 or '43. I believe 1 t

was in '43.

Q And you bought the car'r A No; I bought the car

after I had already been in Chappaqua.

Q But you s 9.y you gave the Chevvy away? A I gave l\t,



or five.

station.

Sidorovich

As a draftsman? A As a draftsman.Q As what?

(Contfd by LB)

Q Where were you working then? A At the Koll-Morgen

Optical Corporation.

Q Where is that? A Brooklyn, New York.

Q And what were you making? A I believe I was making

about $2 an hour.

Q Well, how much a week'? A Oh, $80.

Q And what time did you ha.ve to get up in the morning

to get to work over there? A Well, I had to catch the 6:15

at Chappaqua which would get me in about 8 0 'clock at Koll-

Morgen, and I used to have to get up a.bout a quarter to five

bd 14

piece and I used to pick him up at his home. He used to

pick me up at work and he dropped me down at the railroad
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Q A quarter to f1 ve. What time ~lid you get home

at night? A We use~ to knock off a+- fi ve, use:i to get home.. u

pretty late, used to get home' around about eight o'clock in

I am not sure.

Tailoreil VVoman.

) ,

with you in ~he mor~ing? A No, we

anj a't night.

Q ~.She wai t for you at night? A 'llhet I s right.

Q She ina ve to make tha t tri p too? A In the rnornin

train? A l'ha tIs right.

Q She get up every jay with you anj tak an early

Q Who. Ti was she making'? A I jon I t know.

Q 'Where was, she' working? AShe' was working at

Q Was your wt.fe working :J.llring tbis ~ riod?

'Q VVhat we-reyou paying for rent? A. We were paying

A Up at 10 M.onroe Street?

Q When. you were at Chappaqua? .A Up 8.1j OhappSqua'

she was worki r:g.

Q l~o, roughly; you do not h?-veto be aeGura te.

A I believe we were paying aboQ1j $42 or $42.50 •



he lives now· Atthat time he was Ii ving at Campfire Road.'

tha.t wSt? a

A I 10 not know

Q To get back to the Car business

Q lJVhere does he live?

A We really, were lucky.

vvit;h you'? A No, she called up anjthe fellow usej to pick u

up anj take ue .Jown to- the station.

Q The jays he jidn't plok you up. A Ie, he always

Si:lorovich

~ ~hat about the morning, she walk to the station

~ When, in the morning? ~ In the evening.

Q Every day? A Every day.

Q Virho was he'( A Eis name was George. I Jci not kno

picked us up.

Q You :10 not remember his s,econd name? 1]10.

his second name·

ride with him too.

Q 'Iou were kindof ludky you had George and Peggy.

Q Did he gi veyou a ri:le every:Ia,y? A Every day.

His wife's name was Peggy· She also workefl and she

little a~ide. On the 1ay -- we got to the point where you

had ,:liscussed the purchase of the car 'with your wife and yo

talked with Mr. Pfleger over the telephone atij he tol~ you

that the ",~,p ~;,l"iCL~ was $750 ; then you say you left the house

some time after lunchanj you proceeded to Mr. Pfleger I ~

hous e • Now, tell me exse tly vvna t you j1 d from the time you

lef t your house until you got to 1il[r. Pfleger I 8? - A Exactly

I couljn1t tell you.

tB_2



to fin;:1 the plaoe, an:! I haj a illb,P at the time. I do not kno if

i~ You walke:! up to his, place, is that righ tor 'J1Jhat

Q You s top anywhere en route'? A ! do not recall.

Q Where ji j you ge't off the bus "~ A At the,

Sidorovich

Q What iid you 10 when YOQ got off? A I starterl

At theenp of the ride yell go'G off? A Yes.

Q What was the routie you took, wha t bus jid you

take? b If you haj a map r'o tell you.

bus yeu took? A 10·

Q Did you take a bus'? A AsI recall it, I took a

Q Can I t you tell me JitJ1 thout a map'? I am not supp 8 ....

ed to be a walking encyclopedia, I canlt oarry these bhings

Q Your wife was with you? A 1'hat l
8 Tight.

had oocasion to go back there.

Q Can l t you remember where you went thali jay,what

aroun.:l wi th me; you are from Clevel::~no, I'm not. A I never

.trow mach of a wa.lk 1 twas.

1 t was the e ntl of the ri de.

sort of a horne jij he have? A I jon It remember.

Q Very much of a w,&lk was i t fT em the en:! of the

ride to where he 11vej? A I got lost a couple of times tryin'

ing arounj for whers h~ llved.

Q You jonot remember the home? You know nothing.

about it? £ I jo not reme~ber. I mean, I m1gh~.have seen it

--and I might-ha~oken to hi~-abo~~":~:'lO~'~ r:arnh..... ~~·1-·

LB-3



normally, asked him if he hajthi s car for sale.

to find out vuhathe wanteJ for 'Ghis car beoause I. j1d no.t

A Well, ~I wantedQ Is nit that a litti:te unusual?

you this mar ning and we talke j abOUli pri ce over the ·tele;..

phone"? A I jon't be11eve I jii.

Q You jid not say that? ANo. Because as I

Q Dijn 1 t you say tha t n 1 am so and. so anJ I called

wan t to spenj $750 if I could get it for $650 •

later, he wanted more money for it.

You went up to him, . did' you, wi thyour wife?

Q Dt:i you introrluce yourself"? fA ];Jo, I flo not

"beIi eve I intro:iuced mysel:f'.

Q You jid not? ABo-

Q Di d you in;ro juce your wif ef A No.

Q When you got to his house 1ij you go in the house

Q ~here jid you see him? A I believe he was, if I

8i jorovich

passed the place, anj then VIle carne back, as I recall 1 t, 80' . ~

body waS alreajy there, and when we Came back down the bloc

again, after we had alreajy passed t he place, t.he car was

stianjing in the driveway ann I believe he was by the Car or

he was near the car or -- I jon l t recall.

r1ght away? A No-

recall there was somebojy there when we got there, anj we

Q 1. know that •. But you walk·eo up to a man.

you 1dentifyyouxself .... - dian't you ide'ntlfy yourself? A I

went up tic him an:1 I prObably asked bim, as I think I

.,. ..... 4

.L:b-



Q What ~ifi he say? A But we talke:l abol.1t othertihig:

------._---- ----

he ::-J.id not kno'vv whether the car was coming through, I rebal '.

har:l they 'vvere to get;. He told me he had ordere:l another

car and he ~ij non know whether he wou1j sell this because

besides t;he car. I think we .talked about the gener'al 81 tuat·OJ

Q Whal; was the general situation? A· Yes, yes, I

the trunk. He to1:1 ill e abou t t heti l' e s he ha j ; theYWG-r en' t

more
Q I suppose your wife know.s; aDOll tit than you :3c

then? A I 10n t t kno.~1 haven't spoken to her abautit.

Q. Then what l1appenej~ A' Then we spoke' about; the CSf

q Wha t-jifl you say! A I jon I t know.

Q. You jon It; rernernber? A No.

burning oil and \l\l'hat kind of rni1eagehe was getitlng,.. ano

remember 'U1lhat I ji j. I believe I asked him whether 1 twas

to introj llce my wife or myself.

81 doro'\Tich

ask.e~ ,him to of course after! asked him to he picked

uP the hood. Then I ~8ked h~m if I could take a lookih

When I aske~ him price and he quotej me $800, I tolj him "1

8.-1reajy called you onc~ before and you haJquote:j me $75o.n

He saij, fiWell, I harve ha:3. so many people lo6kin
o
O'. a" h

:v t e. 08,

anj you quoted me a price of 6750 ."

Q You jij not tell him your name and you 5ij not

in trojuce yourself? A I :11jn It know the man. I :Jon't have

Q I unjerstand that. A I alreajy hhj called him

an:! he said, IJAreyou the one thatcalled?lI I saiJ, ilJes,

in very gooj shape; anj we talked about the cars and how

LB-5
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Q VJha t els e'? A What else what?

--'~h"'" "" -1 e "h .~ t'? 1nih,Ht a·..r e.· ~\,f'; e h. fZ':.,...... [' ~ ..t..C' "v r? '-,f,.' 1., "'i, .~. .; p~.,',"v do)J t; S Vu ,l.l.i:;;'l. I H _ ~ ." l.J. - ..... ,= - L,1 ~ C ~ -

nam.Elly, tha y::; if he coul:! not get thiS car, he would let rile

telling a

.:1 e fl .1. ni t E~1 •to h·' . I" cTI S

no, I offerej him less, anj after\\

("'" When was the. t done'? :lou see., you :'::i re
~ v..

"I will offer you

pUlled it out of the driveway?

lot of these things ~njyou haven't even trie:i the car ot1.t

A No, '06, no. We went into h~s hou~e, into the kitohen.

Did you try the~ca,r out? 11 YeS, yes, I tr1eu the car out.

Q Where was the agreement sign~j, in the :iriveway1

~ 'I'e11 us a. bout 1 t ,jon t t be bashful. A After w

haj been talking a while, after we looked at the cal', he

says, well -- I asked him if I could try 1s out, and hes~

all right. He pUlle:1 it cut of the driveway, 8.n:1 I know h

the Cleal wouldn ItS tan~ because, --I believe! put up adsp

of $100 or maybe it was $50, fOTthe c~, anti we signed an

H Well, all right. 11, Bur; he set some cond! tions to 'Ghe sale,

k now before the '~veek \;11<:;,8 au'll, this new oar thaLhe had

ortlereii, woul:1 let meknowbef 9r e the week was out, and

not a clambake. i:+. ,We agreej on tb.8 price. I tiolj him,

we got to talking he 8&18 he wanted to get more, and I beli

I aaij, "Well, I will offer YGuthe price that you quoted

me over the Plone. tl An'j he hesitatie:i abOuti that anj he saij.,



hy ,.:l ra,u,11 c,,' '0,1"'':::' t:,;k'" ''",' 1'"1, 4~ .... . . "",~1;,,...~.- _, a-.I/.L-.J.

A I :1i dn 1;, have to tI'Y' theWhY'?

the foot--break,. the

things which you shoulj So to a car, anj I amsorry I

~ Yau were 'buying a new ca.r, wexen l t you'? A

do all those tbings to this . car because I foun,jout

sub=; cri ber to tile Consum~ir6 OniOn which had a whole

Q Din you try, the emergency? A ~To ..

81 :1Cl'OiTi ell

YJhy vvoulj you ba ve remernberej it?

~ So he puIIBj it out oitba driveway 0Uj

sequently

Q How could JDu ha ve if you ji j not dri ve t

because I WaS vtlorrieoaboug the clutch and what i

drove i 1; around and the Car responded well.

clutch out fast, and there wa,s no slip there , so I

clutch was in good shape.

Q You ji jaIl t11isf A 'l'hat I'B right. I was

Ii You askej me whether I jrove the,' car an:j Itol::t

I .had driven che car.

happene:.t Y A And then I got beh1no. the wheel anj :r

that he bad no emergency br6&k so he must have haj t

cal' that he haj no emergency 'break at all.

in gear anj kept the energency break off because I ha

.aroun!i -- h,e tc,ld. me whioh blockEl to jrive it around

in a new emergency break at my own expense.

would have noticej it and I ~.~ d1jn't know when I

lE-7
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me.Q No one else was with you? A My wife waS with

~ AnyboJy else1 A No.

I do?

to you, You swear to tell the truth, the whol e truth

and nothing but the truth~ so help you Goj, yoU saij

TEE WITNESS: That I s right.

8i dorovi ch

Q. .Lha\;'s ·William Perl, also known E',S William

"(~ Exac t 1y.

of his 00. th.

FOREM.AN: I want to rer.Gin:! this gentleman ;j,gain

~ Here~s a picture. Do you recognize that person?

~ You jo not recognize him? A No.

THE FOREMAN: Do you remember when I said

room, I have no othel: I'eoourse but to ask the Forernan and

Q You saij you ji j, but I am trying to help you'

A No-

grand jury for a perj-ury" indic tmen t against you. Do yeu

appreciate that faot? A I heard,youte11ing me.

Q, You unjerstanj English? 11:. Yes, I do.

A I drove that car.

out before you get in" too jeep. VVho jI'oiTe t.ba ~ car that

Q. You ar e under 00. ttl. Once again I "tell you t ha'1;;

you are un:ier oath anj youare sUbject to the penal 'ties of

perjury. If your testimon,y Jiffers from someb-o:iyelse 's

who has been in here, or other people who have been in. this

"LB-8



fA Bels not familiar.
. do

Q You do not know who VVilliawPerl is? A 1 50 not

TEE FOREM..AN: ,t;l,nSWer y'38 or no.

Q You say you .tie ver savv this man before? ii !50

transpolia "[;1 on.

do not reoa.ll that man,y-au :1'0 not know Wl10 hei 8, you

x6call meeEing him.

Q lOU did nctj:ri V6 up to Mr • .Pfleger's plan.€: in

\ct And he was. not,mrl th you on the jaythe t

r. 0 purchase 1iba t car'? A As fay ete I I"ecal1 hE~ vJa.sh t t.

THE fII Tl\fESS: I am answering.

~Do you know ,\;Yilliam Perl? Amovhim how, soc

~ Any way. A No. I JO not know -VYil11am Perl.

Q Do yoU; knDVl.1 Bucha rna.n? Al :lon t txemembe:r

recall him even.

thfs gran:! jury less ljhan ten jays ago. You say you jo

Q. Hever saw him before? A I :10 not recall him.

Q' I ask you paintblank, was William P eI'lmut t ex

or VVilliam Perl as he is nOli; known wi th you

you went to.Mr. Pfleger's house to pUT.chase

do flotrecall.

an automobile? A No. ~s I recall it, I took the publio

Perlmutter. Fox your infoxrnatiitn, Pe:elmu1ir.er was before

met hirn.

not know him! A I :.10 not reoall him.

LB-9 Sidorovi.ch



Answer Yes
%

Q You havan It answererlthe question.

Q. Di;j you ever convers e wi t h ":;Yi lliam Perl? A I jo "

THE FOREMAN: I mighti remind you tha t th:is is

ra·ther an i ntel11gent jury. Now, come clean, y()u

are fooling nobojy.

( Co n t. by ED)

~ Dij youever meet William Perl? A I :10 not re·call

Q Jus t you and yo UX wife go there? A Tha b' sthe

Q. You d i j no t Jxi v'a up in a-P. au t 0 mo 01 1e when you

came ..to Mr. Pfleger's house? Ails I recall, I CartH$ up by

publiC transportation.

vii th me·

I remember it.

recall.

10. A Well, I do not remember having done these thitrgs.

I mean, . I might have me t the man in the s tree~, but; Ino

having met william Perl.

not remembermeeting him.

Q 'Was ttLrt;re a thirj party wi th you the day that

I
you wen t to Mr. Pfleger s home .... - I believe it was in July

,of 1948 -- to purchase that car, was there a thir:i party

with you c·n that rlay? A Ido not recall a tillr j party

LB "10
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BY MR. LANE:

Sidorovicb.

Q Now, what have you got to say? Do you want to tell

the truth? A I don't recall having met Mr. Perl.

Q Did you ever talk with him? A And I don't think he

was with me when I went to buy the car.

Q Was there anybody with you when you went to buy the

car? A I don't recall anybody being wi th me except my wife

Q Did you ever talk to Mr. Perl over the telephone?

A Where?

Q Anywhere? A I don't remember.

BY THE RJREMAN:

Q Excuse me a minute. You say you Gon't think that

he was wi th you. But if he hadn t t been with you would you

recognize him? You just said you don't think Mr. Perl was

with you • Well, now, who is this Mr • Perl? Ii I'dom.' t re­

call having met Mr. P~rl.

Q Yes; but you said you didn't think Mr. Perl was

ttw! th me. n When I say I don't think Mr. Lane was wi th me,

when I say "Mr. Lane, It I mus t hava known. Mr. Lane, to be

able to say ftMr. Lane." Now, you just s'ald you don't think

Mr. Perl was with you. How do you say he wQsnttwith you?

Did you know him before? A No, I didn't know him before.

BY MR. LANE:

Q Well, all right; we'll get back to this point. You

say you tried the car out. But after having read this

article as to what you should do when you buy a secondhand



I

sitting in the back.

Q And where was Mr. Pfleger? A He was sitting beside

car you neglected to try the emergency brake. When you

pUlled up in front of the house, as you say you did after yo~

tried the car, when you came to a stop did you put the

Sidorovichbd 2

Q Did you make a down deposit, a down pa~nent?

Q Did you and your wife talk at all'? A I donft even

Q Into the kitchen. Arid1ho drew up the agreement?

Q Do you usually put the emergency brake on when you

emergency brake on then? A No.

stop? A No.

Q Where was your wife during this ride? A She was

Q You don't? A No.

me.

Q A.nd after you tried the car ou t did you then immedi­

ately purchase it? A No. We talked.

Q You talked. Did you go away or did you buy it at

that time? A No; we bought 1 t at that t !mo.

Q You purchased it right there? You didn't leave the

premises at all? A I don't recall lea.ving the premises at

Q And you say you wen t in side there, in to his house?

A ~ believe we went into the kitchen.

A ge did.

remember whether she was in the kitchen with me.

Q And what did you agree upon as the purchase price

of the car? A $750.
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A I did.

Q You did. What was that? A I believe it was about

$50. It might have been 75 or it might have been 35.

Q Did you meet anybody else at Pfleger's place that

day? Did you see his wire or any of hIs relatives?

A He had some people sitting in the back.

Q You waived to them? A No, I didn't waive to them.

I didn 1 t know them. He didn t t introduce me to any of them.

Q But you saw them? A They were 81 tting in the back.

Q Did your wife waive to them? A I only saw them, I

b~lleve, when I came into the kitchen.

Q You saw them. Did they see you? A Probably 0

Q. Who was in back there? A I don't remember. There

were a number of people there.

Q Any children '? A I don It reca.ll.

Q And when did you eventually get full possession of

the car --title to it, r ..ther~! A I believe the following

week he called me, during the week, and he told me that he

was going to get delivery on his other car and that he 'Will

go through with the agreement.

Q YOll got the agreemen t) did you, in wri ting"?

A I be lleve we both ha.d a copy of the agreemen t.

Q, Well. then you must have in troduced yourself at the

time you signed the agreement. A Well, yes, we put down

our names.

Q Yes. And didn't you introduce him to your wife then



I transferred from stuyvesant.

--'- .' 1" ','. """.~

~

Sidorovi en

What Communist cell?

You were in the same Communist cell together, too,Q

bd 4

Q. Where did you go to

Q What high. school? A

in New York.

together.

. Q Well, you tell me. A I didn t t tell you.

Q Weren't you interested in Communist activities?

Q This is like cat-a.nd-mouse, isn't it? A I feel

A I might have.

Q Well, did you? A I don't remember.

Q Well, you are· acting like one. Where did you meet

Q Is your memory this poor every time that you are

asked to talk? Do you have a. bad memory'? A· Normally, yes_
i

:i
school? A I went to high school.. I

stuyv e s an t 'High Schoo1, here '

A Are we talking about me~ng Julius Rosenberg?

THE FOREMAN: Yes, he is asking you another ques­

tion. And you answer it, too.

lnst! tute of Brooklyn.

like Ii mouse.

weren t t you?

Julius Rosenberg? ti In high school.

:j

ii
~

Q Oh, you went there, too? Where else? A High school.
JQ No; after high school. A Then I went to Polytechni*.
:J

11

Ii

o When did you meet Julius Rosenberg? A Oh, Julius 1,1.:

I met when ~ was in high school, over in Seward Park, after ~

~
:1

11

!
Q How well did you know him? A We were in two claase,.

,~l
:1

~
i1

tl

~

Ii
~



class.

Sidorovich

Q Now, you knew he was i terested in ComrnlUlistic

bd 5

Q On what grounds? A Well, I understand I don't have

THE FDREMAN: Why?

think that in itself -- there is something critical in tha.t·g'~
'I

Q Yes. You went to meetings; right? A That I won't

Q Well, nOV'J,. you voJere in tere sted in t:t:a Young Communis

Q That was the first time you knew, he was -- Ii This

Bcnool wi th J'ulius Rosenberg we were two kids going to high

activities, didntt you? A When?

Q Well. some time in the past. A When

Q \ifuen? A I don I t remember.

school. He was in my chemistry class and he was in my music

Q Vllhen for the first time did you know he was interes

in Communistic activities? A I met Julius Rosenberg after

high school when I went to a social given by the Young

Communist League and Julius Rosenberg was there and I saw

him again.

League:l too? A I was.

answer.

was around )35, t36 or '37.

to en s'wer any questions that may tend to incriminate me.

Q Do you think that would, because you went to a meet

ing of the Young Communist ~eague? A I reall:l do.

Q You really do"( You are serious about that? You

A Well, I believe, in the hysteria today any admission likej
!
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that on my part wouldn't help me at all.

Q Well, it's not a question of helping you; it's a

question of incriminating. how would that incriminate you,

just the fact that you attended meetings? Do you think tha.t

any court in the land would convict you because you 'attended

a meeting, or something? If I attended a meeting of the

Democratic or Republican Club, am I going to be convicted

for that, just for attending a meeting? Is that your idea,

jus t a.ttendin g 1 tsel! 1s enough to incl"imlnate yau?

A No. But associating wtth people like that would tend to

1ncrimina te me.

Q Not necessarily. You could knO\'V Sta.lin, if you kr,ow

him, tha.t doean' t incriminate you; even if you know him

personally, ~lat doesn't incriminate you. Plenty of people,

reputable people, nave met Stalin. Our Ambassador --

A I ne vor met. Stalin.

Q our Ambassador, when he goes to Russia,meets

Stalin. But if I asked him if he ever met Stalin he couldn't

very well say the fact that he met him tends to incriminate

him. Do you follow ma? I mean, the fact that you know

somebody doesn't incriminate you, necessari 1)-. Of course,

if you did things with him,if you went out and conspired

with him, that's something else. But if you know a person

I think I ha ve met people who afterwards have go ttenin to

trouble, but the fact that I have known them doesn't

nate me. I have done nothing wrong. I happen to be
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n forced labor cs.mps. It

Q Why did you use it? A Because'it means

Q, Who used rt forced labor camps n~ You mean the Cleveland
1

Plain Dealer? A That's rie..,ht I there was an arti cle in the

forced labor battalions.

JUROR: Where is there a. forced labor camp in.

Q Apparently I don't. But if you have read the bill

carefully, the bill as it's proposed, it proposes to have

you, I don't see how, unless you can explain to me how.

A I don't say I belonged to the Young Communist League.

;1

that you belonged to the Young Communist League ineriminate~
j

;

I asked you if you did and you said you can I t answe~
;1Q

that because it would incriminate you. A That's right.

Q Well, as a matter of fact, you did belong to it.

I know that. You don't have to hide it from me. I don't

legal. That doesn I t mean to say that. because you are a

Communist yo u can be indicted, if you lega.lly register and

let the world knew what you are. So when you say the fact

all Communists registered; if you are e. Commun1st,' you

register t'I'm a Communiat,ll you register as that. '!hat's



fWITNESS EXCUSED]

way?

Sidorovichbd 9

THE FDREMAN: You are excused temporarily.

he is still under subpoena.

Q And wi th the understanding of that you still say the.

MR. I;ANE: Will you excuse him momentarily.~ Eu t

Q You appreciate the fact that if yourtest1mony

A In'what sense?

Q In any way. A I have told you everything I know.

Q You ha~enft. You have lied here today. A In what

Q Did she lie? A I don't know what she said.

care whether you did or not. I know it from other sources.

except my wife.

from the witnesses in here before, I ha.ve no a.lternative but

Q Your story is different from your wife's. A I

haven1t lied.

I can put somebody else in here where you are now to provo

that you belonged to the Young Communist League.

A Well, you are going to get the proof from them, not from

Q I can see that you are not going to cooperate at all

no one came up to Mr. Pfleger's house on'that day that you

bought the car'? A As I recall, there 'Was nobod.y wi th me

to indict you, or 2sk the Grand Jury to do that; "OU under­

'stand that ~:. .A You told me that.

_._--_._------




