éUS v. John Doe
. August 30, 1950 g

Presented by Myles J. Lane, Esq. R
‘bd 1 ; Sidorovich »

MI CHAEL SIDOROVICEH, called as a witness;
having first been dﬁly sworn by the Foreman, testified
as follows:

BY MR. LANE:
’ Q Your full name? A Michael Sidorovich.

Your addressY A 8706 Carnegle Avenue, Cleveland,Chi

Q

Q@ Occupation? A Draftsman.

Q Whom do you work for? A Gas Machlnery Company.

Q How lcng do you work there? A Since the latter part
;of June.

Q What salary? A Base éalary of two seventy-fiva a

'month.

. Q@ Whom did you work for before that? A Bower Surveys
| Company .

| Q Clevdsnd? A Cleveland.

Q@ *uring what periocd of time? A Ten weeks. I don't

recall exsctly. I got a statement from him. I know it was -

| Q Well, approximastely what time, what months? A T
éthink April, May and June.

| Q 19507 A This year.

A Q And befcore thet ﬁhom did you work for? A Before tha
I worked for the Gafford Cerporation,

n Q Clevelancd? A Cleveland; business brokers.

Q¢ How long? A Oh, I worked for tne Gafford Corporatio
:oh, I believe I started working for them In about July or

i August of 1949,
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A Strictly on a commission basls.

- A Oh, I belleve I did around $1500,

" mother sent us some money and my wife managed the money and

i
i
i
H
i

€ As a draftsmen? A No.
Q As what? A As & licensed real estate salesman.

¢ And what was your remuneration for that job?
Q@ Well, what ¢id you make, on the averasge, a year?

Q $1500 a year. Is that all? A Well, I wasn't with

them a full year.

@ ‘You were with them ten months, weren't you? *

A Abcout ten months.

Q Well, what did you live on cduring that time?
A Well, I had to live on whatever money 1 had put aside
before that.

@ How much was that? A Well, we had bonds and my

I don't know exactly how much we had, T mean in round figures
in round figures I couldan't tell you. ;
Q Well, roughly, in round flgures what did you have,
aitogether, counting the bonds and the money your mother
sent you? A Oh, possibly three thousand, maybe more.
¢ How much did ycu have in the way of bonds? |
A I don't recall,

Q Roughly. A I can't. I couldn't say.

Q Give me an approximation., A L couldn't give you sn

approximation because I don't recall how much I had.

Q@ You don't know how many bonds you hadt¥ A Tpat's rig
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Q@ Didn't you look at them? A I looked at them, but
I didn't couht them.,

Q That's & 1little unusual. What did you do before

~ that? A Before what?

Q Before you worked for this real estate company?

¢ A Befcre that I tried selling furnsaces.

[

Q For whom? A There was & furnace company =-- & wasn't

| with theﬁ long. I belieye I was with them for about a week
3 or so and I‘collectsd ro compensation.,

Q& And prior tc¢ that whom éid you work for? A Prior
to that I worked for the Tucker Industries.

Q@ Clevelsnd? A Cleveland.

@ What perioc of time? pa From about the middle of 45

to about Thanksgiving of 1'48.
Q As a draftsmen? A As a draftsmsan.
Q And what did you get for a remuneration there?
A Well, it varied, but my average -- but my base rate was

' $2.10 en hour.

Q Well, what was the sverage? A I believe 1 did bette

é than $90 & week.

| Q Did your wife work at that time? A My wife worked
| at that time. |

‘ Q What was she making? A Well, she was getting, I

; think -- as L recall, she was making about §35 a week.

@ Whom was she working for? A The Lindner Company

é of Cleveland.
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How old are you now? A Wéll, I have to figure that~i
Do you want my pencil? A Thirtyffbur. |
Were you in the service? A No.

Why? A 1 was deferred.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Why? A 4-F.
§ Well, I know; but what's the reason? A Eyes.

Q@ Did you have a punctured ear, or what¢ A My eyes.
Q What was your Draft Board? A 1 believe 1t was
jnumber 11l or number 12, down on Asteor Flace, here in New York;
Do you own an sutomoblile? A 1 do.

Whst is it, what year? A 1It's a '41l Studebaker.

When did you purchase 1t? A In the summer of '48,

Q

Q

Q

€@ From whom? A The name I don't recall.
Q You got a bill of sale, didn't you? A That's right.
Q@ Did you ever look at it? A Not recently.’

Q But you have looked at it? A That's right.

Q Do you recognize the man that you purchased it from?
. Have you seen him today? A T saw him today.

| 'Q Robert Pfleger; that's hislname. ‘A 1 don't recall
{ the name,

Q Now, when did you decide to buy this car? A The

}day I saw 1it.

§ The day you saw it, yes; but when did you decide to
zbuy a car? A Well, I had been lookling during the summer of

5’48 for a car, 1 wanted te purchase a car. I had put in a

;bid for a new car for some time since and I hadn't heard
|

i
§
i

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.IIIIIIIIIII.I...................“ ‘




©ba 5 Sidorovich

enything from the dealér with whgm i had put in theborder.’k
| ¢ Who is the desler? A I believe it was Cole Motors.g
Q Cole Motors in Cleveland? A Not Cole. 1t was Erdléc.
Q &nd where are they located in Cleveland? A They ar%

i

located on Broadway. And whem I put my order in they had "E
this was before they moved to the quarters they now occupy. |
Q Where are they now? A Now they are on Broadway.

Q@ The same place? A No. They are on Broadway now,
Q Where were they before* A Before, they were some-
place on 79th Street. 1 don't recall the locsation.
Q@ And whom did you deal with there? A Well, I spoke
to Mr. Erdlac himself. | ‘
“hen was this? 4 Oh, this was I think in '46.

'46? A Yes.

What kind of a car? A A studebaker.

Q

Q

©Q You put an order in then for s car? A Yes.

.
Q A new one? A A new one,

Q And then what happened? A Well, then he wouldn't
take any deposit. #e saild he would just keep me in mind.
And he sent me -- once or twice he sent me an invitation to |

- ccme down and lcok at new cars that were in, just as & --

that were just on displsy, to keep up my interest. Ifdidn'q
go down, slthough I called him on several occasions. I |
called him once or twice and I couldn't get to spesk to bim,
I spoke to whoever was in charge there and hs saia they. ‘

were all filled up, all their orders -- all thelr cars weref
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on order and they couldn't promise me anything at all. And w
I believe I went down to Cole Mbtors and spoke to them, too,é
and they were busy too. So that when I -- in '48 I got dis»?
gustea walting and I alsc figured that the market might dropg
down and I might be able to get a car withcut too much Wait~§
ing, and, well, nothing happened and when nothing happened )
I started looking around used cars and sc I answered many
ads and madé many telephone calls snd Inspected many used
car lots, looking for a car.

Q@ Well, what used car lots did you visit? A Specifi-
cally, I couldn't give you the names, because =~-

Q Well, you must remember some of them. A You could
wélk down Euclid Avenue ncot far from where I live and you
could find -~ one, two miles, you could find five or six
used car lots.

Q@ Well, what were some of them? I don't live in
Cleveland, so 1 don't know the answer to that. A I doon't
remember any of their names.

¢ You don't remember any of the namss wherelyou went ?
A No.

@ Wny? A Well, there waé no reason to remember,

Q Well, aé you walk down the street now you remember
some of them you went to before. As you pass by them now

in Cleveland you look at some of them and say, "Tnat's the

place where I went bafore.” & I don't say that to myself.

There is no reason for me to say that to myself,
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¢ There is, now; I'm asking you. A Well, I'm telling‘
you. | P

G Well, now, refresh your memory, see if you can't re-
" member one of those places, at lsast one; you’can remember |
one of them. A Well, there is numerous ones coming up all
the time.

Q@ Wnat? A There is new ones springing up or‘did
;vspring up all up and down the strset there, onse of them
right, I think, within about two blocks of where I 1live; I
believe it's called ilkhart.

Q Elkhart. Did you try that placei A L believe I
g walked around there a lot.

Q Was thers anyone with you when you went to Erlac?

A Erdlac?

Q Yes. A Yes, I went down with somebody who knew
Erdlac. |

Q Who is that? A A fellow by the name of Joseph
Chiienko. ' v

Q vA friend of yours? A He was working with me at the
time ., |

G Where does he live? A& *e lives in Cleveland.

Q Whereabouts? A Well, he has moved and I have heardé'
that he -- his father died and he had bought a home or somo-?
thing like that and I haven't seen him, although 1 havse
spoke to him over the telephons.

Q <ou called him up? A e called me up.
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Q@ What's his telephone number? A I don't remembsar, |

Q@ If I wanted to get in touch with him where wauld I
communicate with him? A I could find him in the telsphons
book. |

Q Do you know where he works now? A Now, no. %

Q Now, you looked in the newspapers, 1 imagine, before
you purchased this car. A That's right.
| @ On the day that you-purchased it, tell me what you
did. You looked at the paper first that morning?

A That's right.

Q A plain dealsr, wasn't 1t? A That's right.

Q And what did you do aftar’you saw 1t? You spoke
to jour wife? A Well, I called several different ads and --;
to find out what they have for sale and what they wanted for
it. Then I =-- then my wife end I went out and we went to
look & some of those that I had called. :

Q@ Whom did you visit? A Well,thers was -- there were |
others I saw which I don't recall at all, |

«@ You don't rsmemﬁer the names of the psople? A No. |

Q Where they.lived? & No.

Q@ How did you go out to thess places? A By_puhlic
transportation. I didn't have a car. I had to use the
street car or the bus, one or the other.

Q Well, at this stage of the proceedings I think it's
my duty to warm you, advise you, that you are testifying

under oath end that you are subject to penaltiss of perjury
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which includes the possibility of being indict=d for perjuryi
- if you are not gilving truthful answsers. Now, I realize it's
 two years ago, but you certainly know how you went aut to

Pfleger's house. Now, once again I repeat the questlon:

f How did you go out to Pfleger's house on the day that you

? bought the car? A You mean the man from whom 1 bought tae
5 car?

Q Yes, A As I recall, L took a bus, a street car and%
| bus or & bus and street car out there. |
| W_ You talked to him outside here this morning, didn't
. you? A Zlss.

Q@ Didn't that refresh your recollsction as to the
events of that particulsr day? 4 Well, what do you mean
by "refresh"?

Q Well, couldn't that recall to your mind what took
place on that day? A I recall that I bought the car on that
day. ;
Q Yes. Now, tell us what happened. Your story is that
; you went there by public bus. What bué did yoﬁ take to go
; out there? A Well, I hadn't ever been out there before
and I had to go through the Clsveland transit system map
and pick out a route and follew the route to get out there,

Q@ What time did you leave yoar home that day? & 1 be-
lieve 1t was after lunch.

Q What time? A I couldn't tell you whether it was

1 otclock or 2 o'clock or 12:30.
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| € You and your wife left home? FA That's right.
¢ Now, where did you go from the time you left home
and the time you got out to Pfleger's place? A 1 can't re—€
call whether ws stopped to see any other cars or not. I donét
: recall that we did, f
| & You had a 1ist in your pocket, didn't you? TYou havaé
é just testified that you telephoned several peoplse.
| A That's right.
Q@ You made appointments, didn't you? A I didn't say

I made appointments.

Q Well, did you make appointments? A I don't recall
that 1 made any appointment.

Q You made an appointment with Pfleger. A 1 told himj
that I -- that his ad was interesting and that, if possible,

1 would be down to see him.

Q@ Did you talk price over the telephone? A I asked

. him -- lét's see. If I recall, I asked him what he ﬁas

f asking for it. I must have spoken price with him, '
] Q@ What did he say? A Let me think. Yes, 1 believe -%
yes, he told me that he wanted $750 for that car. |

Q@ And you ﬁold your wife, did you, what he said he
wanted? A L1 don't recall.

Q Well, what cars were you interssted in, just

Studebakers? A Well, I looked at other cars, 1 mean I

looked at.Chevvolets and I looked at Fords and I looked at

Willys. But it was my understanding that a Studebaker was |

m————— A S WL L S . e i e e e R S ST SR S i
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a good car.

Q ©So, when you were looking at these ads in the papers;

did you restrict yourself to telephone calls to peopls who |

had Studebakers for sals? A 1 wouldn't say restricted my-

self, but I favored them because I found, in inspecting the

ads, thét you could get a more reasonable price gquotsd on a

Studebaker than you woula for, say, a Chevrolet or a Ford;
they apparently were more popular, and so wers the Plymouths
% and so you could get a better buy on a Studebaker.
Q@ Now, had you looked at cars prior to that day?
A Oh, yes.
Q Do you know anything about an automobiles? A lhat

the average fsllow knows.

Q@ Did you know anything about % in those days?
A Well, I had had two cars befors that.

Q@ Did you? When did you have them? A When i was
living up in Chappaqusa, New York.

Q What type of car? A Well, one -- I had a Chevvy.

? Q Yhat year, what model? A Oh, I don't remember the .
model. It was an old car.

Q Whom did you sell it to? A I didn't sell 1t.A I
gave it away. ,
Whom did you glve it to? A My brother-in-law,
What's his name? A John Hanusiak.
Did he live in Pittsburgh? & No.

Where? A New Haven, Connecticut.

“When did you give the car- to-him? A~ Shortly after +—

L o L o o
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I bought it.
@ Shortly after you bought it? & fes,

Q When did you buy it? A <+ bought my first car, I

bellisve, around '42.
Q What did you pay for it? A Fifty dollars.
Q@ Did he ever visit you iIn Cleveland? A No.
é Q When you were =-- snd you owned the second car, you
"say? & Yes, _ i

@ When did you purchase that? A I purchased that, I |

think, about half a year latar.
Q Where? A& Through my brother-in-law, John Hanusiakﬁ

He puréhased it for me in New Haven and I went down to |

New faven and bought the car,

‘ ¢ How much? A + believe I paid $135 or $145.

i Q@ Wnat kind of a car was it? A It was a DeSoto. |
Q And did you turn in the Chevvy as part of the deal?

A No. |
Q And did you take that car out to Cleveland with you?

A No, )
Q What did you do with it? A With what?

B | 'Q With the DeSoto? A The DeSoto, I brought it from

New Haven to Chappaqua, New York, where I used 1t for trans{

portation from the house to the rallroad station.
@ Well, when did you purchase it? A Shortly --
about half a year after I bought the other one, i

Q Well, you sald you bought the other one in 1945.
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A Wnich other one? ‘

Q@ The Chevvy. A No, I did not. L said I bought that
around '43.

Q '43. And you bought the DeSoto after you moved up
to Chappaqua? A I had the Chevvy when I was already in
Chappaqua.

Q@ When did you go to Chappaqua? A 1In Ghappaqua, I
believe I went up there elther in '42 or '43. 1 believe it
was in '43. ; ?

Q And you bought the car? A No; I bought the car

after I had already been in Chappaqusa.

Q But you say you gave the Chevvy away? A I gave i&r;
away. ' |

& To your brother-in-law? A fThat's right.

Q Was that before you purchased the DeBoto? A That
was before I purchased the DeSoto.

@ What did you use for transportation after you gave
it away? A 1 walked. |

QG How long a walk is 1t from the railroad to the bus
station? A ‘Ths railroad. There is no bus station. It's

about a mile and a half from my home to the railroad_station;

Q You walked that evsry day? A Every day except
when 1 could get a 1lift.

Q@ In the winter, too, in the winter? A Well, in the %
winter I was lucky. One of our neighbors used to go to work

and he used to give me a 1lift. I would walk down the road a
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plece and I used to pick him up at his home. He wused to
pick me up at work and he dropped me down at the railroad
station.

Q Whers were you working then? A At the Koll-Morgen
Optical Corporation.

Q Where is that? A Brooklyn, New York.

Q As what? ~ As a draftsman? A As a draftsman.

Q And what were yéu making? A I believe I was making‘
about $2 an hour.

Q Well, how much a week? A Oh, $80.

Q@ And what time did you have to get up in the morning
to get to work over there? A Well, I had to catch the 6€:15

at Chappaqua which would get me in about 8 o'clock at Koll-

(Cont'd by LB)
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quarter to five. What time 3id you ges home

A
at night? A4 We used to knock off at five, used %0 get home

pretsy late, used so get’home*arounﬂ about eighs o'clock in

the svening.

¢ Then you would walk & mile =znd & half to and frox
the statton, rizht? A Yes.
L Before you moved up to Ohappequa, you were living

at Knickerbackér Village, wereﬁ't you?A A Thas's righn.

Q Whet were you paying for rent? L We wers paying +-
I am not sure. o
Q No, roughly; you do not have %o be accurate.
A I believe we were paying ébous ghe or §H42.50.
. G Was your wife working during this p:ri@ﬁ?‘
4 Up at lO‘ﬁonroe Strees?
_ Q TWhen, yéu were st Chappaqua? g.Up a& Chappaqua
she was worklng. | \ X
Q Whefe’waézhe'Working? A She was working at
Tailored Woman. | |
G What was she making? A‘I jon't know.
Q She géz up evefy jay with you and tak an early
train? A That's righs.
§ ZShe walt for you at nlght?® 4 Thas 'g right.
Sbe have toc make thab trip too? A& In the mornidg_

Y

g
and at nignv.

. &he walk with you in the morging? 4 No, we usef
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& When, in the morning? a In the evening.
¢ “hat abous the morning, she walk %o the stasion
wish you? A No, she called up anithe fellow used to pick ug

up @nd sake us Jown to the station.

)

The dayg he Jidn't pick you up. 4 Neo, he &1wayé
picked us up.
Q'Every,ﬂay? A Every Jday.
Q@ Who wae he? 4 Hie name was George. I d¢ not know
his second name. |
g Where 5oes he live? 4 I jo nog know‘wharé
he lives now. A% hat time he was liv1nw ab GﬂmlerF Poaﬁ. f
¢ You do not rumemoer his second name? A No.
| Q Did he give ysu a ride every day? 'A_Evgry jay.
His wife's name was Feggy. She also Wofkei angd éhe used to
ride Wlsh him $co. o , ‘ ot
q You WBT@ kindof ludky you hai Geozg and Peggy.
A Ve really were lucky. ’
| 'y To get back to the car business -—- that was a
1ittle adide. On the jay -- we got to the point where you
had discussed the purchase of the car with yodr wife‘anﬂ you
talked with Mr; Pfleger over the telephone an3i he‘zold vou

that the ;.p r:i.cewas §750; then you say you left the house

house. Now, tell me exacsly whas you did from the time you-

left your house until you got To M. Pfleger's? A Exactly,“

1 couldn't tell you.
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-Q What was the route ycu took, what bus 3ij you
take? 4 If you hzad a mep I'd tell you. |

Q Gan'p you tell me withous a mszp? I am nos suppos-
ed to be a walking encyclopedia, I can't carry thése things
around with me; you are from Clevel&pd; I'm not. A I never
had occasion to go back there.

& Can't you remember where you wenyg zhazriay, ﬁhag
bus you took? A Ng.‘ |

¢ Did you teke a bus? A Ag I recall it, I %ook &
bus. . 

o Your wife was with you? 4 Thes's righs.

¢ You stop anywhere en route? 4 I do has recall.

Q Where 31d you get off the bust A At the, I belik

Y

it was the end ofthe ride.
, N ﬁ
¢ At the end of the ride ycu gos of f7 A Yes.
@ het did you do when you got off? A I ssarsed lopk

ing around for whers he lived.

[}

¢ Did you walk. somewhere? 4 Walked.

{1

3 Very much of & welk wae it from the end of *he

~ride %o where he lived? 4 I got lost & couple of times tryin

U

it
¥

o find she place, and I had & mep s% the time. I 30 nos knok

bow much of & walk 1}t was.
¢ You walked up %o his place, is that right? What
gsort of a home 3i3j he have? 4 I Jon't remember.

Q¢ You do not remember the home? You know nothing

about itt 4 1 do not remember. I mean, I mizht have seen it

and I might have spoken to hip

about ig, I don's rememhar.
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¢, When you gZot %o his house 3id you go in she house
rizht away?! & No.
¢ here 3id you see him? 4 I believe he was, if I

recall there Was'someboﬂy there when we zotv there, ani we

passed the place, and then we came back, as I recall is, some]

ﬂy W g alréajy there, and when we Came back Jown the bloc]

g

again, after we hai already pzssed the place, the car was

staniing in the driveway and I believe he was by the car or o

he was near the car or —-- I don'y recall.

¢ You went up %o him, 314 you, with your wifet Avyeﬁ

Q Did yau,intréﬁuce yourself? A Yo, I do not
believe 1 introduced myself.
¢ You 3id not? 4 No.

@ Did you insroiuce your wife? 4 No.

q Isn't thasy, 1iwle unusual? A Well, 'I wanted |

to find out what he wanted for this caér because I 4i3 not .|

want t0 spend $750 if I could ges it fer §650.

Q I know that. Bub you walked up %o & men. Don't |

you identifyyourself -- iidn'g you identify yoﬁrself? AT

went up %t him and I probably asked him, as I think'i aouldl

norm&ally, asked him if he had this car for sale.

¢ Didn't you say that "1 am so ani so ani I called
you this morning and we talkej‘abou; price over the Sele-
phone"? 4 I don't believe I 3id.

¢ You 313 not say thas? 4 No. Because as 1 recalle

later, he wanted more money for it.

rs
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@ I understang thé:. 4 I alreaiy hal calleﬁvhim
and he said, "Areyou the one zhasdallea?“ I saii,"Yes,
and you quoted me a price of §750."

¢ You 313 not tell him your name anﬂ‘you iid not
insroduce yourself? 4 I didn't knew the man. I Jdon't héve
50 inﬁroi ves my wifs or myself.

MmoTe ~
I suppose your wife knows/adbou’ 1t than you do

Q
then? A I don't kdow. I haVﬁn’t;sﬁoken t0 her sbout is.
& Then what happened. A4 Then we spoke about the Q@if
o Whas did you say! A~I jég't anW.‘ k
Q You don't remember? A4 No.
Q@ %hat ﬂid he say? A Bubt we talked about other nhif“

besides the cegr. I think we talked about the general situasi

@ Whas was the general situation? A4 Yes, yes, I
ramgmbgr what i;dij. I believe I ssked him whether is Was
burning oil and whas kind of mileage he'wasigetting,anﬁ 
askéﬁ,him to -- of course after T asked him %o he picked

up the hood. Then I asked him if I could take & look in

the $runk. Ee 5013 me about the tires he had; sheyweren'f |

in:vsry gcod shape; and we talked @about the cars angd how
hard they were to get. He v0ld me he had ordered znother

car znd he 713 notv know whebher he would sell this beczuse

he 3id not know whether the car was coming $hrough, I recall

When I gsked him price and he quoted me $800, I %013 him "I

slready called you once before and you had quoted ﬁe;$75o."

o d T i1 o2 7 e - " o ’ 4 A
He sald, "Well, I have had so many people locking &t the cadf

o

0l

I shink it's worth more.t
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%has elset! A Enaf que what?
. What clese whatl Wwhat are we here for? This is
not & clambake. & TWe agreed on the price. I told him,

“I will offer you -=" no, I of fered him less, sznd after

we ZOF IO ralking hs says he wanted to ges more, and I belipve

T gaid, "Well, I will offer you. the price that you quoted

me over the phone." And he hesit&ated abous that and he said),

“%ell, 211 right." But he seb some coniitions %o wshe sale,)
n&m@ly,<zbas if he could not ges shis car, he would lev me

x now before the wesk wzs ous, thie new gar thas he had

ordered, would let me know before the week was out, and gnag,l

the deal wouldn't stand because -1 belisve I put up & impa 511

C

af $100 or mayba it was $50, for sthe car, and we signed an
agre@ment,'gnd I do nos beliwv% Bher» werb any witnesses %0
the 2greement. | . | R '
| @ Where wes the agraémgns eigned, in the ﬂriveway?
4 Ng, no, no. We weﬁt in%o his house, intc the kischen.
"] Ehenlwas shat done? Eou ses, you gre %telling &
1os'of shese $hings ahilyau haven't even tried the oar ous
D13 you tTYy the.cer out? & TYes, yes, I tried the car ouk.
¢, Tell us about 1%, Jon'y be bashful. Ak Afser wé

hgd veen talking & while, after we looked at the car, he

says, well —- I asked him 1f 1 caulj try it oust, and he saysi

all right. Ee pulled it cut of the driveway, and I know he

pulled it out of the driveway, thar'g defini te.
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"¢ How do you know? & Because I founl ouf later

i

E
[@
2
[¢3]
M

ke
1]
o
[43]
[0

ih & new emergency break at my

w Why would you havs remembersd 147 4 Because I
:woulﬂ have nosiced it and I mam d1dn't know when I bought She
caT that he had nc emergency break at sll.
happensd? 4 And Shen‘l.ggt behind she wheel and I drove i)
around —- he tcld me which blocks to drive it around, and I}
ﬁfove it around and éna car responded well. |

g Did you tryfthe emergency? A No."

@ Whyt 41 jidn's have %o $IYV the Smergency.

© You were buying a new car, weren's you? A Yes;
g, L0 y1hg

pbecausée I was worried aboug the clutch =nd what 1 3id was

@

h

et

i

step on the foot-lreak,

hyjraulic brﬁak; zni let the
clutch ous fast, and fhere was no slip there, so‘I knew‘ﬁhe
cidtqh was in good shape.

| g You 3id all this? A Thatv's righsv. I was also‘a
supscriver 5o tue Consumers UniCn wgich had a whole list of
things which vou should 3o to a car, and I ameorry i 314 no
do a1l those sbings to this car because I founi out sub-
sequeﬁtly -

( How couldyu have if you 313 not drive the car?

A You asked me whether I 3rove the  car zni I $0ld you
I

had driven the car.

v .

of
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¢ You said you 3id, bus I em trying %0 help you

out baefore you ges in too deep. Who 3drove thas car thas 3Jay

o Enybody else? & No.
FOREMAN: I want to remind thle genslemen again

¢f his ocath.

¢ You are under oath. Once again I tell you that |

you aTe under oath &nd youare subject to the penalties of

perjury. Iflyaur tasbimony 3iffers from someboldy else'sg

who has been in here, or other people who have been in thigl -

room, I have no obher raceursé bus Lo zsk bthe Foreman ani b
grand jury fer a perjury indictment agalnst you. Do ygu*
appreclate that facs? A I hear§ yeu relling mé.g
. § TYou understand Englisht & Yes, I do.
Q Exactly.

THE FOREMAN: Do you remember whén I seid

to you, You swear %o tell the Srush, the whole truth|

anﬁ nothing but -the sruth, so help you God, you e=iiy

I jo¥
THE WITNESS: That's righs.

h:>

No.
o You do not recognize him? 4 No.

1:‘.’13‘5 's Wl llizm Perl y ’3180, known zs ’-:’afill'iam

Hersds z picture. Do you recognize thas person?,
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3o not ragall'gb“E maﬁ, you do not know who he is, you neve

Perimuzter. For your informe igdn, Perlmusster Was bvefore
this grand jury iess than ten Jjays agc.v Yau’sayvyou 0
not know him? 4 I do not recall him.

Q Hever saw him bmfgre? A T 3o not recall him.
G I ask you pointblank, was William Perlmuézer
7illiem Perl azs he is neow known wizh-you on the day ths

wirmt
=,

or

you went to. Mr. Pfleger's house %o purchase that car? A I

30 not recall.

Q Do you know such & man? A I don't remember having

P

Q Again l}xaminé you Shat you are unier oath. Ygu‘

» him before? 4 Hﬂ‘s ncz famlliar.

g 4&nd he was_go;,witn you on the dgy thas you wens

to purchese thet car? 4 As far es 1 recall he wasn's.
¢ You di4 not drive up fo Mr. Pfleger's place in

an automobllet 4 Ng. &g I recall it, I tock the public

transporation..

¢ You say you never saw Shis man before? 4 I o ng

recall him even.

& You do not kKnow who Willia@ Perl is? 4 1 3¢ not

e’}
recall meeting hiom.
THE FOREMAN: &»nSwer y&8 0T NO.

THE WITNESS: 1 am answering.

& Do you know %illiam Perl? AXVe him how, sccially?

s

& Any way. A No. 30 not know ¥illiam Perl.

s 2
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cuever meet Willism Perl? A I 20 not% recall

MwmmwmfmwfﬁQ fﬁj .

rgving met William Perl.
¢ Did you ever converse with William Ferl? 4 I 104

recall. )
& third party with you she day

Qg Wgs theye &
ou went to Mr. Pfleger's home == I believe it wa&s in July
y : ¥

of 1948 -- to purchase that car, was there a vhird party

with yod cn sthat 3day? 4 I do nof recall & shird parsy being

‘with me.
Q Just yod ang youi wife go there? A& Thas's the way
i remember it. |
irive up in aﬁ‘aut@mobile when you

G You 413 not
house? 4 &s I r%oali, I came up by

; ‘ 1
came to Mr. Pfleger s

S

public trznsportation.
g You haven't snswered the question.  Aquer Tes 03

No. A Well, I 3o not remember having jone these things.
I mean, I might have met the man in the streey, bus I do
not remembermeesing him. '

THE FOREMAN:

I might remind you that swhis is
rather an lntelligent jury. 'Now, come clean, you

B are fooling nobody .
| (Cont. by BD)

i e
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"~ was with me when I went to buy the car.

bd 1 Sidorovich

BY MR. LANE:
Q Now, what have you got to say? Do you want to tell
the truth? A I don't recall having met ¥Mr. Perl.

i

Q Did you ever talk with him? A 4nd I don't think he

Q Was there eanybody with you when you went to buy the

car? A I don't recall anybody being with me except my wife:'

Q@ Did you ever talk to Mr., Perl over the telephone?
A VWhere?

Q Anywhere? A I don't remember.

BY THE FOREMAN:

Q Excuse me a minute. You s&y yoﬁ don't think that
he was with you. But if he hadn't been with you would you
recognize him? You just said you don't think Mr, Perl was
with you. Well, now, who is this Mr. Perl? A I don't res-
call having met Mr, Perl,

Q Yes; but you sald you didn't think Mr. Perl was
"with me." When I say I don't think Mr. Lane was with me,
when 1 say "Mr. Lane," I must have known Mr. Lane, to be ‘
able to say "Mr. Lane." Now, you just said you don't ﬁhink |

Mr. Perl was with you. How do you say he wasn't with you? -

Did you know him before? A No, 1 didn't know him before.
BY MR. LANE: )
& Well, all right; we'll get back to this point. You

say you tried the car cut. But after having read this

article as to what you should do when you buy a secondhand
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car you neglected to try the emergency braske. When you |

 pulled up in front of the house, &s you say you dld after yoé
tried the car, when ydu came to a stop did you put the i
emergency brake on then? A No.

Q@ Do you usually put the emergency brake on whem you
stop? A No,

Q@ You don't? A No.

Q@ Where was your wife during this ride?Y A She was
sittiné in the back.,

G And where was Mr, Pfleger? A He was sitting besidef'
me,

Q@ And after you tried the car ocut did you then immedi-i
| ately purchase it? A No. We talked. |

Q <You talked. Did you go away or did you buy it at
that time? A No; we bought it at that time.

« You purchased it right there? You didn't lesave the
premises at all? A I don't recall lsaving the premises at ;1]

Q@ And you say you went inslde thers, into his houss?
A + believe we went into the kitchen,

@ Into the kitchen. Andwao drew up the agreement?

A He did.

@ Did you and your wife talk at all? & I don't even |
remember whether she was in the kitchen with me.
@ And what did you agree upon as the purchase price é
of the car? A §750. |

Q@ Did you make a down deposit, a down payment? é




§ A He had some people sitting in the back.

' I didn't lmow them. He didn't introduce me to any of theam,

=

L
N \5
=0,

L ka3  sidorovich

. A T did,

Q@ You did. What was that? A I believe 1t was about |

 $50. It might have been 75 or it might have been 35.

Q Did you meet anybody else at Pfleger's place that

? day? Did you see his wire or any of his relatives? %

¢ You waived to them? A No, I didn't walve to them.

G But you saw them? A They were sitting in the back,

Q Did your wife waive to them? 4 I only saﬁ thpm; I
bellisve, when 1 came into the kitchen.

Q@ You saw them, Did they see you? A Probably.

Q. Who was in back there? A I don't remember. There
were a number of people there.

- Q@ Any children? A I don't recall,

Q@ And when did you eventually get full possession of
the car -- title to it, rathery A I believe the following
week he called me, during the week, and he told me that he
was going to get déiivery on his other car and that he will
go through with the agreement.

| @ You got the sgreement, did you, in writing?
A I belleve we both had a copy of the agreement,

Q Well, then you must have In troduced yourself at the

time you signed the agreement. A Well, yes, we put down !

our names.

& Yes. And didn't you introduce him to your wife thené
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A T might have.

Q Well, did you? A I don't remember.

Q@ Is your mamory‘this poor every time that you are

asked to talk? Do you have a bad memory? A vNormally, yes.ﬁ
Q Where dld you go to School? A T went to high schooi
Q What high school? A Stuyvesant High School, hers |

in Nevaork.

Q Oh, you went there, too? Where else? A High schooi

Q No; after high school. A Then I went to Polytechnie¢
Institute of Brooklyn. |

Q When did YOu mest Jullius Rosenberg? A Oh, Julius
I met when + was in high school, over in Séward Park, after
I transferred from Stuyvesant.

Q How well did you know him? A We were in two classes
together,

Q@ You were in the same Communist cell together, too,
weren't you? A VWhat Communist cell?

Q Well, you tell me. A I didn't tell you.

Q@ Weren't yoﬁ interssted in Communist activities? ;

A Are we talking about meeting Julius Rosenberg? |
| THE FOREMAN: Yes, he is asking you another ques-(

tion. And you answer 1it, too.

& This is like cat-and-mouse, isn't it? A I feel

llke a2 mouse.,

Q& Well, you are acting like one. Where did you meet

Julius Rosenberg? s In high school.,




- Communist League and Julius Rosenberg was there and I saw

e
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Q& Now, you knew he was 1 terested in Communistic

activities, didn't you? A When?

Q Well, some time in the past. A When I went to hign

scnool with Julius Rosenberg we were two kids going to high

- schecol. Ee was in my chemistry cless and he was in my music}

class.

& When for the first time did you know he was intereétéd
in Communistic activities? A I met Julius Kosenberg after |

high school when I went to a soclal given by the Young |

him again.

»Q When? A I don't remember.

@ That was the first time you knew he was -- Av This

]
was around 135, '36 or '37. !

i

@ Well, now, you were interested in tks Young Communist

%

League, too? A 1 was.

i
i

Q Yes. You went to meetings; right? A That I won't

answer.
THE FCREMAN: Why?
Q@ On what grounds? A Well, L understand I don't have
to answer any questions that may tend'to incriminate me.
@ Do you think that would, because you went to a meet-
ing of the Young Communist +eague? A 1 really do, ‘
Q You really do? You are seriocus about that? You
think that in itself -- there 1s something criticsl in thst?

A Well, I believe, in the hysterias today any admission like
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that on my part wouldn't help me at all,

G Well, it's not & question of helping you; it's a ;é
question of incriminating. How would that incriminate you, ;
just the fact that YOu attendsd meetings? Do you think thatg
sny court in the land wculdvconvict you because you éttendedé
a meeting, or something? If I attended a meeting of the :
Democratic or Republiéan Club, am I going to be convicted
for that, just for asttending & meeting? 1Is that your ides,
just attending itself is enough to incriminate you?

A No. But assccisting with people like that would tend to
incriminate me.

Q Not necessarilyQ You could know Stalin, if you krow
him, that cdoesn't incriminate you; even if you know him |
peréonally; thhat doesn't Incriminate you. Plenty of people,
reputable people, have met Stalin. Our Ambasssdor =--

A 1 never met Stalin,

Q@ =-=- our Ambassador, when he goes to Russla,meets

St#lin. But if I asked him if he ever met Stalin he couldn'tE

very well say the fact that he met him tends to incriminate

him. Do you fcllow mse? 1 mean, the fact that you know

sdmebody doesn't incriminate you, necessarily. Of course,
if you did things with him,if you went out and conspired %
with him, thet's something else. But if you know & person —;

I think I have met people who afterwards have gotteninto

trouble, but the fact that I have known them Goesn't incrimii

nate me. 1 have done ncothing wrong. 1 happen to be

U T
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-unfortunate to know certain pecple, but that doesan't incrimi{

; speak to me, that I meet, but that doesn't incriminmate me.
j:Yc»u'fc;llcnre me? I'm just trying to find out what might

i incriminsate you or would not. In my opinlon, now, the fact
? that you happened tc belong to something, I don't see how

% that could incriminate you. If you think it does, tell me
f in what mannsr 1t would ydu. A Well, thefe are bills up

f before Congress right now that says anybody who asscociates
| with 8 Communist or knowing s Communist cr suspected of

! being a Communist should be put in a concentration camp.

G,?J

=3
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nate me. I have no contfol over people that come'up and

i

Q No, that's not the billat all., - ;
JUROR: Where did you get that informsation? z
THE WITNESS: That's the Mundt-Nixcon Bill.
JUROR: Who told you all sbout that.
THE FOREMAN: Where is that, in the Daily Worker?
THE WITNESS: It's in the papers.

€@ The Daily Worker? A I &on’t resd the Dailly Worker,i

for your information. |

JUROR: Do you ever read The Times?

+

THE WITWESS: No. I read The Plain Dealer.

Q Did The Plain Tealer say that? A And I read The Pres

Q@ Do they say that? A They mentioned that.

Q Concentraticn camp? A They may not have used the
word "“concentration camp."

Q Well, why did you use it? A They used the word
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G Why did you use it? A Because it means ==

Q Who used "forced labor camps"? You mesn the Cleveland

"forced labor csmps." E
|
|
J

Plaein Lealer? A That's right, there was an article in the é
~ paper. | |
? ¢ Oh, stop. A There is alsc a bill where people
assoclating with Communists should be compelled to work =--
since they cen't trust them any other way, should bes put int&
forced labor battalions.
| JUROR: Where is there a forced lsbor camp in this
} country?
A (Cont'g) Apparently you don't read The Cleveland Press.
Q Apperently 1 don't. But if you have read the bill
carefully, the bill as it's proposed, it proposes to have
all Communists registered; if you are a Communist, you
register "I'm a Communist,” you register as that. That's
legal. That doesn't mean to say that because you are a

Communist you cen be indicted, if you legally register and

let the werld know what you are. So when you say the fact

that you belonged to the Young Communist League incriminates

1

4

yoﬁ, I don't see how, unless you can explain to me how . ?

% A I don't say I belonged to the Young Communist League. E

: Q I asked you if you did and you sald you cen't answe%

thet because it would incriminate you. A That's right. |
Q Well, as a matter of féct, you did belong to 1t.

| I know that. You don't have to hide it fromme. I don't

A B




. haven't lied.

te indict you, or ask the Grand Jury to do that; you under-

| stand that? A You told me that.

- R

ba 9 Sicerovich

care whether you did or not. I know it from other sources.

I can put somebody else in here where you are now to prove

that you belcnged to the Young Communist League. ,
A Well, you are going to get the proof from them, not from é

Q I can see that you are not golng to cocperate at all:
A In what sense?

Q@ In any way. A I have told you everything I know.

Q@ You haven't. You have lied here today.' A In what |
way? '

Q Your story is different from your wife's., A I

Q Did she 1ie? A I don't know what she said,
v Q& You appreciate the fact that 1f your testimony aiffer

from the witnesses 1n here before, I have no'alternative but

¢ And with the understanding of that you still say that
no one came up to Mr. Pfleger's house on that day that you |
bought the car? A As I recail, there was nobody with me
except my wife.

MR. LANE: Will you excuse him momentarily? Bus

he is stlill under subpoena.

THE FOREMAN: You are excused temporarily.

[WITNESS EXCUSED]
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