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Helene El1tchex

ELI T C HER, called as a witness,

having first been j ly swarnoy she Foreman) testified

as fellows:-

BY • LANE:

Yes.To Max

r, When were you married? A May 8th, 1943.Ct_

Q Do you h-~ve any chi1jren,? A Yes, I havet¥?o chil

How old? A My little girl who is ~ e 01 est is

years olj; she was uorn May 29) 1946. Anj my Ii t tIe boy is

e1 t fI:ontbs 01:3; he was '[lOrn on January 8th of this year.

I

(~ Are you a cLd.lege graduate? A Yes) I am.

t college? A Broo~lyn College.

~1 A Yt::ar? A January f 1941.

Dij you speci~lize in any p&Tticular thing? A y~s,

I di.. I majored in psychology.

Q Itrus t you LLVe. usej ti1a t .>0 var! GUS people since

then? li I t is some thing thet t mOf; t psyctlology maj ora are

a.ccuse.:i of ..

When jid you first m~et Julius Rosenberg? A HA came

to my house 0n it Wb.8 tb e firs t time tha"t I me t him, an j

I beli8ve that. it< WaS in ;ne SpY'J.' nO' ·of 19 1r 4-~ -- .... - 0 '.... - - ~. •

Q ere was your house ~t that time? A It was aD

partment in ashin~ton, 247 Delaware avenue, Southwe9t.

:,~'l' 11 y-ou ~ell ~t· .
I.' le ~: llI'Y wne t tran pi rej a t the t., fi 1'8 t
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meeting? A It was I believe a 7eek jay evening, I am just

tryIng tL- remember back v2hat I was joing that particular

evening, it waS after jlnner anj there was a phone call

which my hup~an~ ~nswerej) spoke for a brief while, anj then

a fellow that ne haj gone to school ith, haj called, was in

town an:i WbS :~oing ~o :lrcJp over to see us. An::t th n sbortly

the eaf ter arrived. I W2S introjucej ~o him; he ~as a

joV12Ll~ talk8tive kin:! of person, sort of a llhail fellow-

1!(1 1 met U , if thct :ies'cribes my own impression of the intJ of

person he was) nc t my 1j€a of D',y own impres ion of my hus ban ~

who is n enginner, if he was b technical person his personal..i

i I;y :1i j no t gi ve you tbe feel r;ha. t he wa.s, no t a, iNell, like c

SCT t of regular guy who might ha ve been a salesman or some-+
\

thing other than a scholarly type.

ji;i he talk about at that time? A Sma talk -­k

'lHoVi long have you been living here, Bnj how long ve youpsen

marriej, you have 1ds, your wife, my w1fe .. 1t Some time dur~hdt"
~

that evening Juliec_nj Max, botl} -- 1:&X being my hus'banj __

s'~i j they wantej to talk tcgetheT f r a 11 ttle wbile, vrould i

ind being busy elsewhere. It was ":1 three room apartment.

been sitting in ;:lJe living room" theI'e was a kl""chen

nj bed room in back. 1:10 net rem,:;mber exactly '!~b-ere I

:repartej ~;o, but I jij leave t ,e room, I 1i j ot leave the

aUa tment Gut I went in GUS k1tchen OT went into the bed
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room~ I jo not l"emernber' \NLich really, feT a brief while,

n.:1 then I w;sndere::1 back in again in j u" ~ wha I fel t was an

inteTwl of some inj. He stayej a little wbile longer anti

Di:i you overha~i the conversation between hI 2nj

a bou tit () b. li:..i 'Gej ex ten t af terwar:1 s. I f I can enlarge

upon this poin t a Ii t tIe bi t. I me t my husbanj in January)

sometime in the middle of -- late in January, ctually, of

1943- We were married on May gth of tha~ Berne year -- a very

ShO:r-t courtsbip. My reason for bringing up this point is

that we jij not know one ~nothdr too well, I jiin't know too

many people that he knew. ~'hen I asked him who is this guy

jij he want to talk to you, why w I sort f asked

to leave, be saij, 1I0h, it WhS nothing; he jus?; vtranted tiD

talk to me. 1I Our relationship YJaso l t such, between my uBbend

c\od myself -- the r~oint I trying to make the. t; I woul:i

Dush it home. We ha:1 a lot of getting to kno\1fj one ~nother

to do yet, since we went through subseQuent to that, anj

at t~hat point he jij not tell me ex&ctly what the SCore was

on that. par'ticular Situatio~. Thel'(:; were a lot of othBr

SCore of J in [fly

r la t:i.onsbip,J'!licl1 jij not rtl3ke it sr.anti cut.

(c". nt oy lFG)
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September 20, 1950

Re: John Doe

(lvir. Lane)

H. Elli tch er

him a.bout?

Q Well, aid he tell you what Rosenberg talked to

A No, he didn1t. He Just said, "Oh, nothing

very much. He just V\:anted to ·te,11: to me, II and never did

answer it; fu~d I didn't push it home.

Q 'l!lhen next (10 you remember seeing Julius

Rosenberg? The next occasion, t-.;hlcb has been re called

to me, 't1hich I only remem.ber very vaguely and do not even

reca.11 the d.s.te of, \fto. s thct Julie came to our apartment

age.in on a morning that I ;;,Jas leaVing the house to go to

the C. I. 0.. Un1 ted Ff'dere.l :liorkers headquarters, to have

a picture t3.ken, thn t y,1.a.s to be publ i shed in the FEDERAL

RECORD.

It was concerning price control - the picture

that was to be taken was to be with some other people - -

there was a price control campaign on which I had been

doing some work.

I know the t he CRme 8.2· I IrJ"BS about to leave, and

my hu sb9nd 8.nd he drove me, in our car J to the union head-

quarters; that I went inside and had my picture taken,

v"hile l~p.x and Julie stRyed behinc'.., and then I came out

agtlin; 8.nd Julie left us, 8.no. then }t1ax a.nd I \vent off to

do some shopping.

As I B&Y, this incident has be?n recalled to me,

~nd I don't re:nember the dHte, 2nd. I don t t remember any

conversation about it.

Q Well, do you remember seeing Rosenberg with
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'vvilliam Perl? A Ye8. Ths.t vlJQ1.'ld. be the third occesion.

That occurred in the GUsffier of '44.

Q And uhsre di~ you see them? i't. I met him

I vIa S 1,;1 th my husband clnd wi th my 81 st.or- in-·laltJ, 8.ncl we

met Julie and Bill Perl B.nd a young G. I., ",,'lear-ing khaki,

whom I W8S introduced to as Bill Perl's younger brother ­

I met him somev!here 2.round Seven tIl Avenue and I \\!ould say

- - I am under the impressi on tha.t it ·(rJ£;tS the corner of

M~cyts, but it might not have been aotually the corner.

We were going to dinner, 8,nd we 1:lalkedfor quit

some distanoe along either Seventh or Eighth Avenue, to a

restaure,nt - - 11'18 eventually got to the Bird-in-Hand Res­

tauran t, which ':va.s not our original destination; \';8 were

headed for some other restaurant, but we couldn1t get in

because the fellows were not weerlng jackets, and we had

dinner 8. t the Bird-in-Hand.·

Q HowY m£~ny \vere a.t the dinner - five? A Ther~

were six, including my sister-in-law.

A Mrs. - she is my husband's

brother's wife. A seventh person joined us. I believe

tha.t Julie ROEenberg itJent to ,;:. 'p~one - f.'t least, it is

my impression th8.t he (l.id, 2..8 best I cc:m remember - that

he called within the v~ry restaurant; thgt he went to the

I phone and called someone l::r';I the na.me of Joel Barr I itJho

joined us.
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Q, ':Jhat did you tAlk a_bout at the table? A At

the table nothing, except the weather and the dinner and

UWhere do you live?lf.

Q At the conclusion of the dinner, where did

you go? A We went to Joel Barris" apartment.

Q ThBt is everybody? A Everybody. And I

would say we spent about an hour on e sort of roof adjoln~

ing his a.partment, sort of like a" penthouse affair; and

his mother and father and sister returned. - they ha.d been

out during the evening - they came back and

Q Where was this apartment located? A I would

say in the West Nineties, off Broadway, towards the river.l,

It is my impression thet it was west of Broadway.

And 1,-1e left ~lfter his parents and his sister

returned. We were introduced and stayed a very short

while, and left. Some records were olayed

Q On thRt same even1ng t did you go to Alfred

Sarent's apa.rtment? A Yes, we did.

Q That same evening? A Yes. vIe took a cab

from 'fThere 1t-le i.rtlere ,2nd took my slster-ln-1A.w home. She

INBS pregn8"nt pt the time, encL it ~t"ros getting on to being

qui te late. Her husbR.nd 1rJAS ~.n servlce J and 'tJe took her

to her house, which wes in Manhattan also, around lOath

Stre~t and Madison Avenue, snd it WBsc't too far from

where we were, end we continued down into the Village.

In the cab - - no - - yes, it probably was in

---"'-_.._-----~----_.
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the cab) according to

Se..rant IS plaee.

memory of it - - we went to Alfred

I had never been there before, and I rem~~r it

very ~Jell, because it vn-8 at very long climb up into his

clpertment; it ~f,f9.8 ~t let:=u;t fi"e stories, Rnd it might !'we

been more.

Joel Barr preceded. the rest of' us. I vJould say

it vJas at leBst midnight that ~Je got there, and it might

have been 18.ter. I Trias under the impression that Al Sa.rant;

viBS a bachelor, and someone that Joel Ba~r kne~T very well"

8 sort of intimate friend.; end he rd.l1 a.head on a.ll of these,

fligh ts, 'tN'hile "':"!e '~Tere plodding up; and he 8.lrJtl.kened. Saran t

from his sleep, and the m.an crtme out in a robe and qui te

groggy, B.nd. Bex'r tr8a ted. 1 t as 9. sort of gag) hi s awaking

him a.t that hour, end he knelJ'! he could eW~,ken him up at

night.

Q Perl w~s th~re at that time?

Q Wes Vivien Glassman there?

other woman except mYEelf, at th2t point.

A Yes.

A There ~Ja8 no

"-

~ And you spent some time qt the apartment?

A Yes.

e nitar- ..

Q. V'Ja.s be pretty ;?;ood?

A Yes. And Sarant played

A Not bad. The records

he h~l(1 \!tIB.S of 8. very l,.Jell l<:n,Jwn classice,l gul tar1st. The

name eees.pes me, but he 1s very vJell known, because he plays
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classical music) like B~ch ~nd Beethoven 1 which is unusual

playing c1a8810.81 m"J :::ic ..

Q Did you see Rosenberg again?

~ When j1d you next see him?

A Yss.

next Y"f3col-

spen t at my s1 stET'! S 9partment.. M.y mother 8.1so 11ved. \rli th

my sister, and my sister had a child; and it was an apart-

ment V'"i th just one bedroom, ,~.nd under ve'l'1>y cro"w:1ed condi-

tiona" B.nd '!le were put up on 3. stuctio couch in the living

room.

But tha t "LJF!rticuler week ~ve decided t:) stay at

my mo th ":'T'-in-18v.T 's pla ce J and m-:T rrothe:r4r;-le'iI'l lived. - and

e· till d.oe s 11ve - in a very run-do·~,Tn tenemen t on lOlet

Street and Lexington Avenue; C!",nd there ~'1ere bed.-bugs) and

I spent n rDther sleep2..ess night the first night of the

'VJeek-end I etn:i I S11\:or(~ I >,,!auld not spend another nigh t th~re...

I still itch at the memory of it - - and the bed was very

opened on ~ s~aft.

\'~'en t to se~ A BELL FOR AD.ANO at Radio 01 ty,

which I asked some m?~ber3 of your staff to check for the

date, because all I rerr,ember is th.st 1 t \'7D.S this particule.r

night. I remember the, t we came out from Radio C1 ty, and I
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SE:lld J 111 am not going there to sleep. Period. You can go

there, and I will go to my mother's house," 80 Max said,

II \nJell, Julie 1 8 \'lli fe spends the summer a\'lay J and Julie

Ibaches' by himself in his apartment at Knickerbocker Village,

R.nd we could give him a ring and find out if he could put

US un Ii which it'le did ..~ ,
That was close to midnight, after theater time -

SflY J about eleven-thirty or thereabouts - and he called up 1

and we went there. Julie was by himself, and the apartment

we s obviously not being cared for by a ~..;om8n during these

months. That is, you could see a man lIbe,chingti there ..

And we spent the night 'there, and got up in the

morning a.nd had bree.kfast in 8. nearby drug store j and tha.t'

1s all of the next time that I saw him.

apartment?

Did you see him again - - were y?U at his

A Yes, I sawh1m again, the next time that I

remember - - Helen and Mortie Sobell vJere in New York, from

Schenectady, where they lived, and we met Helen and Mortie,

and Julie Rosenberg and Perl f',nd B~tr'r in front ot Sarant' e

epartmen t building, downstairs, B.nd we were to have dinner

together. Sarant was not there.

When WBS this?

Christmas of 1946.

A This was apProximately

Q You say Julius wasn't there?

Sarant wasn't there.

A No; I said

Q But the two Sobells and Rosenberg and Perl and
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~ Ana. Max?

H. Ellitcher

A That's right.

A Yes 1 8nd Max - my husband and

my self II By this tim e I ha.d a child. 14y child 1-1as born

in MB.y of that year. The reason I mention it is that it

helped me to remember - it helps me to place it in time,

becF1use I,'ie v"rere looking for Even-Flottl bottles I vrhich were

hard to get; there wns a shortge nt that time, and lrle Yloul~

drop into drug stores arty time we passed ons, to ask if

they had any J end so I remember that.

We went to a nearby restaurant. within walking

distance of Sarant's apartment, and as I remember the name

of the restaurant vaguely, or it could be something like

that, it v-las The Blue }-111l - that sort of' sticks in my

head.

We had dinner and went up to Sarantls apartment

very briefly - I am quite sure I didn't even remove my

coa.t. There ~UlS 8. pa.rty going on in his apartment J and

we were not introduced to the people who were present.

It was a crowded place, because even if I hed wanted to

81 t doitJn end. stay I don' t think there iJ,Jould have been

room.

We all trudged. up these flights of stCl.irs, a.nd

etpyed e. very short while, pnd we ~..rerJ?, not introduced to

anyone. I h~ve a feeling that there w~s an occasion going

on in thct household - that is, they were celebrating

something of v.;hich I '!fIR S not 8w8.re, and no one informed
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me, because we had just dropped 1n and went out again;

(3,nd all the neople I mentioned then i.~ent to Rosenberg's

apartment.

I there met Ethel, Julius' wife, for the first

And only time. I remember the season of the year because

there was a small Christme.s tree I and a Chanukah menorah

- - the two holidays generally occur at approxima.tely the
what

Selme time - - and the discussion was about/to d.o) a.bout

these holidays, if you have Jewish kids.

That is, do you honor both holidays, or does

it confuse the children, if they are Jevlish, to celebrate

Christmas for them as Christmas, or would it be better to

celebrate just Chanukah alone; o~ if you are not particu­

larly religiously inclined, and let us say would not

celebrate Chanukah yourself, do you let Chanukah go by

the board, and celebrate Chr1stmas t because it has become

a sort of national holiday.

Q Dld Perl enter into the discussion? A Yes

I remember the dl acua slon pe,rtlcularly, becs.use the two

bachelors were so sure of themselves, and all the married

peoDle with kids were so damned unsure of themselves.

The bachelors had the feeling thet you didn't have to

worry too much about whet the kids thought - - they said,

Il vJhy do you worry B.bout that? If it comes Christmas, it

is Chrlstmaos, ancl you don't bother a.bout it,ll and here

we all had been reading the best on the subject - you
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know, Gesell and so on- and I hrd a brand-new baby and

was sure I was going to run into a million and ten prob-

lema.t end \'las trying to prepare myself un to the nth

and they were very blase about it.

~ Whose apartment was that? ; Rosenberg's.

~ How ebout Sarant - was he there?

he was not there. The last time I saw him was in his

c?partment - the one time h? played the guitar and the

next time there was the party going on.

Q Nov!, is that the IGst time you saw Rosenberg'"

fA. Yes.

Q Do you know the Da.nzigers - t~'111iam and.

Sylvia? A Yes, sir, I do.

~ When did you first meet them? A vlhen they

oS.me to 1rJashington from the ',fJest Coast. I don't remember,

reall~t .. the date, but I think it was in 145- but I donlt,
remember whether it ''U"Je,s eArly or in the middle or late.

Q Did you Etnd your husbend B.ssooia.te \"li th the

Danzigers in Washington? A Yes, "'Ie did.

Q ifJe:r'e you members of the Communi st cell dOi.vn

there?

Q ii7ho else \jJere in there wi th you? A Bill

and SylviR were both. None of thepe peoplel have men-

tioned. Thpre we~e other yeonle I could attempt to re-

cell.

Q. "llh8t did they cell that - thF.! Navy Departm
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A Yes, it 1/1;8.8.

~ And did Rosenberg ever discuss it? A No.

Certainly never with me.

NOl,;,r I I unclerstand you \\iere a member of the

Communist.Partv at th~t time? i"'. Ye 8 , I vIa s •

tr2tjon.

~ Were you registered? A There was no regls-

Q I th~~ there were registered voters - -

you \..~eren It? A No.

Q And 't-Ja 8 Max e1so oS member? A Yes.

too?

Q How about the Da~z1gers - were they members,

A Yes, they were.

Q And how often aid the cell meet? A Either

twice or once a month I d.epending upon the season of the

y9ar, or the - - vPtrious things tha t would determine 1t;

but I would say roughly' every ~vO or three weeks.

Q, vJho ~12S in cha.l"'ge of the part1 cular cell

that you were associated with? A Well, it varied - -

there were elections th~t were held once a ye~r, and some

member of the group would become the chairman of the

group. I don1t re~ember offhand who exactly it was at

one particular time.

~ How many members were in the cell? A That

also ve.ried, 8.nd it "&\70ul6. be r017ghly sev:3n, eight, or

maybe nine.

Q where did they meet? A In members' homes.
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. ~ And ....Jha t was the :0Urpose of the cell <; A The

cell was, generally speaklng~ a continuation for some

of previous Communist affilietions - education j largely;

that is, ms.intaining a contact wi th iftJhat Communist thought

was on various matters.

!tte would, for ins te.nce I have tt t every mee ting a

news report. Someone ~lould try to get up all of the DAILY

WORKERS du ring the peri ad in tel"~rening be t-v.leen meeting B, and

would read the papers, since they 1rJere difficult to obtain

by all members, and would give a digest of the news.

There would be sometimes a report on the pa~t of

the chairman 1 from his contact with a person whom none of

the other members of the group knew.

Q Did you have cards, too? A No, there were

no such things as cards.

Q Did you have to ts.ke any 08. th or any thing?

A No> none whatsoever.

A JUROR: Were there any dues pa.id?

THE WITNESS: Yes j there were,

Q What were the dues? A The dues were not

uniform. It worked something like this: There was an

amount, roughly seventy-five cents to a dollar, or maybe a

dollar and a quarter, that was a basic amount to be paid

per month.

Then there ~'!'!a, s something above that, \'.;hi Ch~'lould

become the total figure, of a contribution ,~!hich l~J8.S put up
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to you as a person, to decide as to how much you wanted,

8.nd itlere s ingl e, you might give fi ve d.ollars •

.A JUROR: irJhat was done 'Ttl! th tha.t money

after it WPS collected?

THE WInlESS: The chairman of the group took

that money, and that money went on to a person

who t-"re.s called 11 the conta.ct. 1l That. 'lr18.S the wa.y

it was used. It was someone that the members

of the group elid not kno~l.

Q Just how did the cell work - how did it ope-

rate? A I fun not sure I know \lJhat you me~ln. If I am not

answering the things you V'Jant to know I tell me. Well, the

membership was largely static: bees.use the fact that you.

were a membpr w.?s no t supposed to be known by anyone else,

SO the t you couldn f t go a.ronnd. end. recrui t people. Tha t

is I you could.n It jtlE't knoovJ som8body qui te cBsually, Etnd

S8<Y, II HoiJ.! t'Joulcl you lil\'.e to join the Communi st Party? If

So th8.t there \~:aF, a static membership. Occasion-

ally, someone such as Bill Danziger) to use an example,

'!.rJho had form erly been ? mS'Tlber 8nd ha.d beRn kno~m in the. t

city to other people and just came back to live there

would be pickea. up - - he might come to see you soclf=tlly I
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flnd. S8.y, "I am beck; how E!bout putting my ne,me through?u

Which mean t the t at the next mee ting someone would speak

to the ch2irmen Drivately, the p~r80n who knows, say, that

Bill was back, and say, "Danziger 1s back in town. Will

you pass his name on &nd let us know when he can come to

his next meeting?1t

And that is Wh.Elt 1rJould hapnen. The chairman,

on seeing the contA.ct next, I presu'ne, vJould PElSS the 1n-

forma tion on) as I have jus t des cribed. '\:hG. t happened to

it after that, I don't know.

Q How long were you end Max a member of the

cell? A Max was when I married him. I wasn't a member

until, I tvould say, e1 ther very late '43 or ee.rly '44. !

wouId be pre tty sure tha tit T;JHS early 144.

Q And how long were you a member, how long did

it last?

1948.

A Until 1'1e left sh:tngton, which 1,,8S October,

Q. And h01~T About the Danz1ge:rs - how long were

they mernbArs of the csll? A ~ell, to actually tell you

of my Ol.-Tn kno'tv-ledge of how long hoR Tt:~'8 a member, 1 t W8.S

from the time that Dpnziger came back, and for ~s long as

i t took for him to be 'oicked t)~)) which might h8.ve been two

months or something pround there.

If th.sct T/ie s somB time in 1945, which T can' t tie...
dOvln too tigb. tly , but I am sure you C8.n proba.bly inform

yourselves as to when he came b~ck to Washington - - that
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'tH3S until I vJent on maternity lec-'T'9 in April) 1946. That

is of my own knowledge.

T.iR. h.4NE: Mr. Forem~t.n, at this juncture

'V'Jo';Jld you tem:,orE,rily excuse I~rs" El11tcher,

because we have some work here.

Q Would you wait outside, Mrs. Ellitcher,

plea,se~~"\ A Certainly.

(WITNESS LEAVES ROOM)




