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Helene Elitcher

HELEDNE ELITCHER, calied ss a witness,

having first been 3 1y sworn py she Fpremsn, sestified

-«

3 FKre. E}itcﬁerg,ycuéxrﬁ mzrried, are yoeu? i Vas,

¢ To Hax Eqischer? » Yes.

i

o When were you married? A ¥ay 8&th, 1043, §
¢ Do you h:ove any children? 4 Yes, I havetwo children.
5 How 0ld7 & My listle zirl who is sie oliess 1z four -

years 0ld; she was worn May 29, 1G46. 4nd my litsle boy is

gizhs months old; he was vcrn on January 8th of this yesr.
¢ Are you z co.ilege graduste? A Yes, I am.

“hat college? A Brooulyn Collegs.

G 4 year? A January of 1041.

Lid you specizlize in zny particular shing? 4 Tes,

&

I 3ii. I majcred in psychology.

@ I Srust you n.ve used that on varicus pecple singe

1 -, .

thent 4 It is esomething thalb most psycnclegy majors are

aocused of .

 When 213 you firet me=s Julius Fosenberg? 4 Hs came

i ' to my house oh -- it wugs the firss pime that I met him, ang

Py

I bslieve thart 15 was in sne spring .f 194,

[ Sf"ril e ME PR ho o J-~A Elme 4 .
<, ere wdg your house 4% that time? A It was an

Ay

pertrent in .asbington, 247 Delawars =venus, Scuthwest

< 7ill you sell she jury whes trancpired =% that firsg
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meeting? A It was I bei:leve a week day zvwening, I am just
trying ti remember back what I wzs doing thats particular
avening, i1t was zfter Jinner znd there was a phone call

which wy nucpand =nswered, spcke for a dbrief while, ani then

nhung up =nd

43

213 thet scomacone oy the name of Julie Rgsﬁnbergé
5 fellow shes he had zone to school with, hsd ezllsd, wss in’
town =nd was zoing sc Jrop over to sse us. And then sh@rtly;'
thersafger be arrived. I was insroiuced 5o him; he was a
jovizl, talks:tive kind of person, sort of a "hail fallow-

wall met", ifths Jdescribes my cwn impression of the ring ef§

person he was, nct my i1dea of oy own impression of my husbang

who is :n enginner, if he was = technical person his personald
%

ity did not zive ycu the feel that he was, not s, well, like:
5z sert of regular guy who wight have been = sazlesman or some-

thing osher than & scholarly type.

s

Q What 3id he talk about at thats time? 4 Swall talk -
"How long have you been iiving hers, sni how long have you beén
married, you hzve -1ds, your wife, my wife." Scme tims durihéx

that evening Julie =ni MaX, bobL —- lax being my husbani —- %

£-11 bhey wanted fo talk tcgether for a lisrle while, would I

wind being busy e¢lsewhsTe. It was 2 thres room apartment.

% W, bud been sibting in :ue living room, there wasg = wi-chen

oy
o]

3 ted reom in back. I d¢ not remember exactly "f‘hez’e T

eF

jevagrted wo, Lbut I 313 lsave tie

& roem, I 313 npt iggve the

gozriment sus L went in tie Zivehen or went intc the 5&5
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rcom, I 30 not remember woich really, for = prisf while,

:n I wanjerei back in again in ju - what I felt wes &n

s

and Hh

§e)

13,

inserval of some <ind. He stayed & 1listle while lonzer an3i

& Did you coverhear the conversation betwesn hiwm .nd

your husband? A Ne, I diidntg. I cuestioned my husbani

u—!
[
b

&Y

abous it o & iiiive tent aftervards. If I can snlarge

1

=4
o
(23
o
cr

8 1 bit. I met my husbangd in Janvary,

et

ppon this po
sometime in the middle of -- late in Januzry, scsually, of
1943. we were married cn May 8&th of that sszme year —— = very
short courtship. My reason for bringinz up shis voint is

¥y

shas we 313 not know one znother too well, I 3i3n't know toe

Q

many pecplethat he knew. Wpen I asked him who i= this v

{

1y

ni why 313 he want to salk %o you, why wee I sort of asked
to leave, he said, "Oh, it wus nothing; he just wanted o
~talk so me." Our relationship wasn't such, heswesn my husband
znd wyself -- the voint I = trying to make -- that I would
pus& it heme. Ye had g lot of gesving %o know one =nother
to do yet, since we went throuzh subseguent tc that, aﬁﬁ

t thet polnt he 3id not sell me ex=ctly what the score was

i‘z

5

ituasio

431

on tha: particular

=

- Thers were & lot of other

&b I

]
j&N

i thinge to wy nini s 13 vt know she score of, in ay
rzlationship, vpich 3id not mske it grand cut.

(Cunt vy IFG)




IFG-1
i1
(From LB)

September 20, 1950 .
H, Ellitcher 3 g g

.

Q well, d1d he tell you vhat Rosenberg talked tot
him sbout? A No, he didn't, Hs Just s2ld, "Oh, nothing
very moch, He just wanted to t2lk to me," and never did
answer it; and I 4idn't push 1t home,

& When next do you remember sesing Julilus
Rosenberg? # The next occasion, which has been recelled
to me, which I only remember very vzguely and do not even ‘
recall the dste of, was that Julle came to our apartment |
again on 2 morning‘that I was leaving the house to go to
the C, I, 0., Unit=2d Federsl Workers hesdgusrters, to have
2 pleturs taken, that was to be published in the FEDERAL
RECORD, -

It was concerning price contrel - the picture
thet was to be teken was to bs with some other people - -
there was a price control campaign on which I hzad been
doing some work,

I know thet he cams =22 I was about to leave, and
my husbznd snd he drove mes, in cur car, to the union head-
gquarters; that'I went inside 2nd hsd my plcture tazken,
while Max gnd Julie gztaysd behind, and then I came out
agein; snd Julle left us, =znd then Max and I went off to
do some shoppihg.

Ae I szy, thls incldent hes been recalled to me,
end I don't remember the dete, 2nd I don't remember any
conversation about it.

& Wel:, do you remember sezing Rosenberg with
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William Perl® 4 Yes, Thst world be the third occeslon,

Thet occurred in the summer of ‘44,
4 Anpd wvhere 458 you ses them? A I met him - -
I wes with my husbend and with my sister-in-lesw, and we
met Julie and Bill Perl znd a young G. 1., wsaring khaki,
whom I wss introduced %o as Bill Pzrl's younger brother - ;
I met him somewhere zround Seveith Avenue and I would say
-~ — I am under the impression that it was the corner of
Macy's, bubt it might not have been szctuslly the corner,

We were golng to dinnsr, =2nd we walked for quitg
some distance along cither ESeventh or Zighth ﬁvenue,‘to a
rzataursnt - -~ we eventually gdt to the Bird-in-Hand Res-i
teurant, which was not our originsl destination; we were
headed for some other resgstaursnt, but we couldn't get in
becauses the fsllows were not wsaring Jjackets, znd we had
dinner st the Bird-in-Hand.

& How meny were at ths dinner - five? 4 There
were slx, including =y slster-in-law,

Q@ “Whet ie her name? A Ruth Alscher,

§& Miss or Mre,* A Mrs, - she is my husband's
orother's wifs, A seventh person Joilned us, I believe

g went to 2 'phone - =t lesst, it is

my lmprsesion that he 414, 23 best I can remember - that

went to the

o

he ceiled within the very rsstzurasnt; thst h
'phone and called scmeone by the name of Joel Barr, who

Jjeined us,

SO S—
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4 Whsat did you %21k about 2t the tebls? A At
the table nothing, except the weather and the dinner and
"Whers do you liva?". |

& At the conclusion of the dinner, where did
you goft A We went te JgelkBarr‘s'apartment.

@ That is everybody? A Everybody., And I
would say we spent about sn hour on & sort of roof adjoin%
ing his apartment, sort of like‘a'psnthousa affair; and
hils mother and father and sister returned - they hsad beenz
out during the esvening - they came back z2nd - - |

& Whers was this apartment locatsd? A I wcul?
say in the West Nineties, off Broadway, towards the riveré
It 1is my impression thet it was west of Broasdway. |

,And‘we left aftzr his parents and his sister
returnsd, We were introduced and stsysd & very short
while, and left, Some rszcords were played - -

W On thet szmz evening, 4id ydu go to Alfred
Sarant's apartment? A Yes, we did,

T

& That same zvening? A Yes, ¥We took a cab
from where we were, =nd took my slster-in-lsw home. BShe
wess pregnent a2t the time, z2nd 1t weze getting on to'being
gqulte lat@. Her husbsand wss in service, zand we took her
to her house, which was in Manhsttsn 2lso, sround 100th

Strest znd Madison Avenue, =nd 1t wzen't too fazr from

where we were, end we continued down into the Village,

In the ceb - - no - - yes, it probasbly wes in

B R r————————————
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the cab, =accordin

05

1.

to my memory of it - - we went to Alfreds
Sarent'e place,

I had never bezn there before, and I remeb=r it
very well, beceuse 1t wee & vary long climb up into his

spertment; it waoe =% least five stories, znd it might e

o

gen more,

Joel Barr precsded the rest of us. I would sayi
it was at lesst midnight that we gct thers, and 1t might ;
heve been later, I was under the impression that Al Saranf
wae a bachelor, and scmeons that Joel Barr knew very well,
& sort of intimate Iriend; end he ran shsad on all of thesa
flights, while we were plodding up; and he zwakensd Sarent
Irom hils egleep, and the man came out in a robe and quite
groggy, =nd Barr trsated it as s sort of gsg, his zwaking
him at thet hour, =nd he %new he could swaken him up at
night,

Q@ Perl wesg there at thst time? A Yes,
W Wag Vivian Glasegman there? A There wag no
other woman except mysgelf, 2t th=t voint,

% And you svent some tims st the zpartment?

%  Pleving records? A Yes, And SBerent pleyed§

£2

Wz.g he vrettvy zood? A Not bad, The records
he hed wee of 2 very well known classicel guitarist, The

nzme escapes me, but he ls very well known, becsuse he plays

§
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for a guitsr; snd Sarant waz eshudying along thore linss,
vlaying cleeslical mmaelie,
Q Di2 you se2e Rosenberg agzin? A Y=g,

& #hen Jid you next ses him? A My n=2xt recol-

m

lection of =se=ing hirs wee in the svmmer of '453, wh=n my
huskzend 2nd I csre to Yew York and snent & week-end, Prioré
vent in New York, we:
¢ apartment, My mother slso lived with

ster had g child; a2nd it wes an apart-

i
ment with Just one beadrsom, 2rd under very crowded condli-

#

ticns, 2znd we were put up on 2 studlo ccuch in the living
room,

But that bartlculsr week we dscided to stsy at
my moth-r-in-lsw'e places, and my mothenir-law lived - and
etill does live - in a very run-down tensment on 1Clst
Street and Lexington Avenus; and fthere wsrs bed-buge, and
I spent 2 rather slespless night the first night of the
week-end, and I swore I would not svend anothe

I gtill itch 2t the memory of it - - znd the bed was very

emsll, which was =y othor comzlsint sbout it, and the window

We went to esz A BELL FOR ADANO 2% Radio City,
zexed soms members of your staff fto check for the

I
date, becsuse 211 I remember lg thst 1t wee this particulsr

]
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t
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5
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out from Radlo City, and I

r night therce -
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ss1d, "I am not going there to sleep. Perliod. You can go
there, and I will go to my mother's house," so Mex sald,
"well, Julie's wife spends the summer away, and Julle
'boches' by himeelf in his apsrtment =t Knickerbocker Villsge,
end we could glve him z ring and Tind out if he could put /
us up," which wé daid. ’

That was close to midnight, éfter theaﬁer time -
sey, about eleven-thirty or ftherezsbouts - and he called up,
and we went fhere. Julle wes by himself, and the apartmenti
was obviously not being cared for by 2 woman during these |
monthe, That is, you could see & men "baching" there.

And we spent the night there, znd got up in the

morning and had breskfast in a nearby drug store; and that

1s 211l of the next time that I saw him,

= Did you see him again - - were you at his
apartment? A Yes, I saw him again, the next time that I
remember - - Helen end Mortie Sobell were in New York, fromz
Schenectady, where they lived, and we met Helen and Mortie, |
and Julie Rosenberg and Perl =nd Barr in front of Sérant‘e
epertment bullding, downstairs, a2nd we were to have dinner
together, Sarant wee nét thare.

% When wss this? A This was approximately
Chrigtmss of 1948,

€ You say Julius wasn't there? 4 No; I said
Earant waen't there,

Q@ But the two Sobells and Rosenberg snd Psrl and
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Barr were all therse? & That's right.

* Apd Max? A Yes, =nd Max - my huebsnd and
myself, By thils time I hsd a child, My child wes born
in ¥=zy of that year, The resson I mention it is th&t it
helped me to remember - it helps me to plzce it in tinmse,
because we were lookihg for Zven-Flow bottlszg, which wers ‘
hard to gest; theres was a shortzz 2t thst time, and we woul@
drop into drug stores any time we passad one, to zsk if :
they had any, and so I remember thst,

We went to a nearby resteurant, within walking

distance of Sarant's apariment, and zs I remember the name’

of the restaurant vaguely, or it could be something like

that, 1t was The Blue M111l - that sort of sticks in my
head,

We hed dinner and went up to Sarant's apartment
very briefly - I am quite sure I didn't even remove my
coat, There wes g party going on in his apartment, and
we were not introduced to the »eople who were present,

It was 2 crowded nlace, beczuse even if i hed wanted to
git down =nd stay I don't think there would have been
room,

ﬁe 2ll trudged up thess fllghts of staire, and
steyed a very short while, =nd we wers not introduced to
anyone, I hsve z feeling thet thsre wes &n cccssion going
on in th=t household - that 1is, they were celebrating

something of which I wre not zwasre, snd nc one informed
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me, because we had Just dropped Iin and went out agalin;
2nd all the veople I mentioned then weht to Rosenberg's
apartment,

I there met Ethel, Julius'! wife, for the first
snd only time, I remember the season of the yesar because
there wzs 2 small Christmes tree, snd a Chanuksh menorah
- - the two holidsys generally occur at approximately the%
game time - - and the discussion WESs abcuﬁ?%g do, sbout :
these holidays, if you have Jewlish kids,

That 1s, do you honor both holidsys, or does :
1%t confuse the children, if they are Jewlsh, to celebrate?
Christmas for them as Christmas, or would it be better toé
celebrate just Chanukah slone; or, if you are not particu-
larly religiously inclined, and let us say would not |
celebrate Chanukah yourself, do you let Chanukeh go by
the board, =nd celesbrate Christmas, because it has become§
a2 sort of national holiday, g

@ Did Perl enter into the discussion? A Yesé
I remember the dlscussion particularly, becsuse the two :
bachelors were so sure of themselves, and all the married
people with kids were‘so damned unsure of themselves, |
The bechelors hed the feeling thet you dldn't have to :
worry too much about whet the kids thought - - they said,g
“Why do you worry szbout that? If it comes Christmas, it é
ig Christmes, 2nd you don{t bother about it," and here
we £11 had been resding the best on the subject - you

i

i




.
Tt

H., Ellitcher K T

know, Gesell snd so on- snd I had a brand-new baby and

was gure I was goling to run into & million 2nd ten prob-

b

lems, =2nd wae trying to prespare myeelf unto the nfh degree

« Whose apartment wes that? & Rosenberg's,

@ Yow zbout Ssrent - was he therz? 4 No,
he was not there, The lzst time I ssw him was in his
epartment - the one time hs played the guitar and the
next time there wges the party golng on.

& Wow, is thst the l=st time you ssw Rosenberg?
& Yeg,

Q@ Do you know the Dsnzigers - Willlam end
Sylviz? A Yes, sir, I do.

% Yhen aia you first meet them? A When they
came to Washington from the West Coast, I don't remember,
rezlly, the date, but I think 1t wae in '45; but I don't
remember whether {ﬁ wes esrly or in the middle or late,

& Did you and your husbend sesociate with the

[]

Danzigers in VWeshington? & Yas, we di

T

& Were you memberg of the Communiet cell down
there? A Yes, I was,

& Vvho elss wers 1in thers wlth you? A Bill

ey

and Sylvis were both, Hones of there people I have men-

(3]

tioned, There wasre othsr neople I covld sttempt to re-
cell,

Q@ “hst 4id they csll thst - the Navy Department

t

;
|
g

!
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cell? A Yes, 1t was,

& And did Rosenberg ever discuss it? A  No,
Certzinly never with me, |

% New, I understand you wer2 a member of the
Communiet Partv =t thet time? A Yes, I was,

& Were you registersd? A There was no regis-

@ I thought there wers registered voters - -
you werent't? A XNo.

@ &nd was Max zlgoc 2 member? A Yeg,

Q Howvabout the Danzigers - were they members,
too%? A Yes, they ware,
| & And how often did the cell meset? A Either
twice or once a month, depsnding upon the season of the
year, or the - - various things that would detsrmine it;
but I would ssy roughly every two or three weeks,

% Who wes in charge of the particulzsr cell
that you were assoclatzd with?t A Well, it veried - -
there were elections thzt were held once a yser, and some
member of the group would become the cheirman of the
grour, 1 don't remsmber offhand who exactly 1t was at
one particular time,

i o)

.

many members were in the cell? A Thet
elgo verled, and it would be rovghly sevsn, eight, or
maybe nine,

& Where 413 they meet? A In members'! homes,

i
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% And whatrwas the murpose of the cell: A  The 7
cell was, generally spesking, a2 continuation for some people
of previous Communist sffilistions ~ education, largely;
that is, maintaining =2 contact with what Communist thought
was on varioue matters,

We would, for instance, haﬁe a2t every meeting a
news report, Someone would try to get up all of the DAILY
WORKERS during the period intervening betwgen meetings, and
would read the papers, since they were difficult to cbtain
by all members, and would give a dlgest of the news,

There would be sometimes a report on the part of
the chalrman, from his contact with a person whom none of
the other members of ths group knew,

& Did you have cards, too? A No, thers were

ne such things as cards,

Q Did you have to tske any oath or anything?
A No, none whatsocever,
A JUROR: Were there any dues paid?
THE WITNESS: Yes, there were,

& What were the dues? A The dues were not
uniform. It worked something like this: There was an
semount, roughly ssventy-five cents to a dollar, or maybe a
doller snd a quartsr, that wss s basic amount to be paid
per month,

Then there weos something sbove that, which would

become the total figure, of a contribution which was put up

e e e & e et it o e . 2 = et s et & er it 2 oo+ s oo oo o s e -

H
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to you as a verson, to declde as to how much you wanted,
but it wes suggested thot in come way 1t be -ommensurate
with your sslery; eo thet 1f you were sarning two thousand

dollers, you wouvld give perhsps no contribution, if you hed

3

family, but if you were esrning five thousand dollars,

U]

end were single, you might glve five dollars,
A JUROR: 4Whst wes done with that money
after 1t wee collected?
| THE WITNESS: The chairman of the group took

that money, and that money went on to 2 person
who was called "the contact." Thet was the way
it was used, It was sbmeone that the members

~of the group 4id not know,

Q@ Just how did the cell work - how did 1% ope-
rate? A I 2m not sure I know what you mean, If I am not
answering the things vou want to know, tell me, Well, the
Amembershib was largely static, because the faet that you
were 2 member w=2g not supposz2d to be known by anyone else,
so thet you couldn't go sround snd recruilt people. That
ie, you couldn't just know somebody quite cesuzlly, end
say, "How wouid-you like to join the Communist Party?!

So thst there was 2 static membership, Occasion-
21lly, someone sgsuch 2g¢ Bill Danziger, to use 2an exanmple,
who h2d formerly bsen 2 member and had besn known in thet

city to other »nsople =2nd Just cems back to live there sgasin

would be pickesd up - - he might come to sese you socizlly,
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{(u

nd say, "I am beck; how sbout putting my nesme through?"
Which meznt thet 2t the naxt me2ting someons would spsak
to the chazirmasn vrivately, the pereson who knows; szy, that
Bill wss back, and eav, "Danziger is back in town. Will

naes hig nem2 on =nd lat us know when hes can comes to

fe)
=
o

¥y

b

ie next meeting?"

And thst is whet would hapven. The chalrmen,
on eseing the contact next, I nresune, wovuld pzss the in-
form=tion on, as 1 have just described., +hat happened to
it after that, I don't know.

Q How long were you znd Max a member of the

cell? & Moy wae when I married him. I wszen't s member

-

until, I would say, either very late '43 or early '44, I
would be pratty sure that it wae early %44,
¢ And how long wers you a2 member, how long 4id

1t last? A Until we 1left Weshington, which wes October,

& And how about the Danzigers - how long were

t

*

12y members of the ¢=117 A Well, to =zctuslly tell you

I my own knowledge of how long he wss a member, 1t was

s}

=t

rom the time thet Deonziger came back, and for as long &s

s

t took for him to bs nicked un, which might have besen two
wzonthe or something zround thers,

If thet wes some time in 1945, which I can't tie
down too tightly, but I am sure you cen probsbly inform

yourselves as to when he came bsck to ¥Washington - - that
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was until I went on maternity leeve in

ie of my own knowledge,

“¥R, L&NZ: Mr, Forsman,
would you temvorarlily excuss

becsues we hsve come work he

anY

Would you wsit outslde, M

i
m
0
D
-3

Certelinly.

(WITNESS LEAVES ROOM]

H, Ellitcher

April, 1946, Tha
st this Jjuncture
Mrg, Bllitcher,

re,

Ellitcher,

t






