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A Yes.

A Yea.
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Mrs. So bell Q\P.,"18~ r

callei as a wi toese, haVl~-t-
the Foreman, ~es tlf1ei as fOllOW~i

I
t

I

SO BELL,

Are you 0 college gra3ua toe?

~ M.rs. Sobell, are you marrlej?

Q

Q

firs~ been july sworn by

Q. Or jegra.~eyoul A Yes.

Q Anj he probably has a~visej you that you jon't

have to testify against your husband if you feel that the

BY MR. LANE:

Q'What college? A W11son Teaobers College.

Q Wbere js tt(it 100a ted? A WaShlngton,' D.O ..

Q You have eo lawyer 10 the bu11iii'ng, haven'lj YCH.l?

AYe's •

Q You have talked with him? A Ye~.

Q And he has b.~vised you of' your cotiS ti tu;ional

r ightis! A Yes.

Q And he no 50u:..t ajvised you that you donlt have to

answer any queeaons which might ten.d to 1ncTimina te you?,

testimony -- bYes.

Q ~aturally you jo not have to testify as to any

conversationE' with your hus1:e.nn, p:r1vae convel'sat1ons, but

I a.m not going tc ask you any ques tiona about Yl/'ur hus1:Bn~

if I c~n avoid it. I mean, I am going to try to avoid 1'G,

and thatmcy put you at e~se a l1ttle bit. You are married

to Moxton Sobel11 A Yes.

H E ~ E N
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LD_2 Mrs. Sobell

Q Anj you hr:t ve ohiljren? A Yes.

Q How many? A'I refuse to answer ~hat question on

the grounds tha~ you mentionej.

Q You mean tbaG 1cwoulj tenj to incriminate you if I

A It

or is th1S just a l1litile by-play, tL"le fact thatyou have a

child wll1 toni to lflcriminate or :iegraJe you? A It m1gb-it.

Q I he. ve hear3 everything now.

tEE FOREMAN: They are gOOJ cla i l:tren, aren't

they"! 'rhey baven· t jone an.yt hing?

Q You $ee, this is an lotel11gent ju:t"Y .. They a.r~ of

.average tntelligence) at leas;, anj 1 thlnk probably a lot

higher than the average, but a quee tlon like that-- you

are a marriei woman and you are asked how. many chil:lren

have, and you ee.y tba t is going to i.ncrillinate 01" .:ieg:rat1e

y 011, that does n' t make e ense • Let me ask you thi s :

lawyer tell you not to answer any questions? A He told me

not to answer any questions tba t might tenj to--

Q You think tha t tends to incrimina te you, that you

have haj ohi11:ren? You have to use your hea:i on Ihese

thin'gs, you know.. I cannot imagine by the wiljest stretch

how asking you if you have hb.j a. chilj OJ:' how many ohiljren

you have could possibly incrimlm te you.

JlJROR: They can be gotten by k1jnapping, of



LB-3 Mrs. 80bell

Q We haven't asked anything about k1inappiDgj there

is no .1tJw agains t having children, nothing wrong wi th tha t.

A If I remember correctly) I saij I had chiliren.

Q Yes, but I askeo you how many. How many :10 you

have? Let me tell you, I know how many chiljren you have.

sotna t Joesn I t make sense. You have one by Morton Sobe11

marriage. Isn't thatitl So there is nothing in that

quee.t1on tba t can tend to inorimim te you. A Just the

question abOUl; the d1:force.

Q That' oan t t inoriminate you·. Tha tis legitimate ox

legal. Lotls of people get :i1vor,ces. I am not interested

intha t, angle, I know all about that, as much as you :J 0.·

I won't s.sk you. that question because I already know ebout

it.. This is a routine question I asked you. WeIll ald.p

that, I am not going to press it. You have a sister, 'is

that correct? A Yes.

. and he has another one, oX you have another' one, by a former

(

Q You are not going to tell me that.: asking; qUest1oI1s

about yours1s1ier is going to inorimina te you.

believe June. 22nj, jlj you see your sister tha~ jay?
ref llSe to answer that ques 1i ion.

A I

On the jay that you left for Mexico, which was I

What is het I
I
i

I
I
I

I
J

f

i'.I,.•

On what groun:Ss? A On tbe
groun:le tha t my hus l::e.nd 11

A Edith Lev1tov.

Q Did she live with you? A Yes.

Q How long a perioj? Well, roughly~ three ,months,

A Three years, off and on.

Q

name?

four?



un3er a serious charge and I jon t t wan t to g1ve any tE;stimon..

that might bave the slightest bearing on any question of tha

Q I am askinge.bout your sis tel', not your husban!t.

asking you if you b.aj a conversation with your sister on

June 22nj, 1950 1 I am not going to memtion your hus mn5. I

am talking about your sis tel'. I am not going to referto YO~',

husband at all in this conversation., I am going to confin.e

mY remarks to your 81 s ter in my C;.uestions,. and if I rneu'tlon

your hue band it wi 11 be through. inadve.r tanoe • :Now,. ~ldia Y'Oll

nave a con-versation with your Sister, E~1th Levitovll' on

June 2En~, 19501 A I presume! dij.

Q. Will you meat ion what; time of the day §ij you 'tl.ave

your last conversatiOl with her that Jay, to the best of

recollect ion? A I refuse to answer that quas tion.

Q. On wha ;,grounj.s -- on the grounjs it might tend to

incrimin: te you? You see., you have to give grounds, as your

ki n.o..

lawyer told you. You must tell this jury wbat the gx()un:Is

a. re. You cannot just refus e to ar.r.Swer quee t1 ons, but you

have to tell the jury what ltle grounjs of your x'efusal to

answer are. Either that it will tend to incrimtnate or

::::a:: :O:e;:t::t:t:::s::~SO:u:::uY::n::: ;::: ::ym::j~_ I"

you can say it but we can take you before the COllrt and the ,

Oourt will then jecije wheliher you have to answer. A Well, I
I really '10 n"t know what the legal relll1fica tions of these I
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questions may be, anj if these questio~s can b~ taken before
i
l

l tbe Court.

Q You have to give tihe jury a rehson wby you jon1t.

lVhat is your reason for Tefusing to answer?

THE FOREMAN: Mrs. Sobell, this 1s a Federal

grandjaxy. This is an impol" tant grand jury. Taking

nothing away fxom Ur.!.Jtine, ASsistant Un ited States

At torney, be is not going to ask:80,u anything that is

going to put you in jeopar~y. He has ;Z;lv~n you the lewd

We are 23 here. Thej ury are people who ha~.rechiljren

ann we will not be incrim.ina ting ourselves by saying 'W~I

have chilJ-ren. And so feel f'Tee to answer.. Be,cause if 1

M:r. Lane asks some qU.estion, or lilT- SaYPQ1, the Fe~erQfa

grand jury has authori ty to question, or theygulde u.s

tOO in the law. So feel free that :Mr- Lane is not gOi~

to ask you wben you say It some legal matter fl , beoause 1t

is absolutely superfluous anj 1rrelevant, and as MI'.

says ,through the jury, we can bI'ing you :lowns taus to

the Juj@e an~ have you, if you jo not answer, have

ever punishment is meted out for :loing that. T'fiat is

entirely up to you. So s1 t back, relax, an:i I want

say t?,S Foreman of the jury, you axe a 111itle upset,

let's s tar't allover.

Q Can you tell me the last time in the jay that you

spoke to your sisteron the 22nd of June, 19501 A I refuse

answer the. t question un the groun:is tha t 1 t might be us ed

j agains t m h uabana •
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husban:i? A ~hat it is my right not t~ give testimony that

might be usei against my husbanj.

~ Your h us bani has alreajy to l:i r:he Agen ts, a s I

Commissioner, that you went to Mex1c,Q. for a vaoation~ and

tha,t you left, anjtha t you, I bell eve J went via Amexioan

AirLine on the 22no. Tha·.)· s a fae t. Thats alxeaaybeen

established.! :10 not have to go into that. V~e know t.hat t,o

'be a fact. But wha t I am askIng youabollt is a oony~rsat:tQn

that you had with your s1ate'x' ou;sat same nlgpt, an:i !

you what time -- I iij not ask you what the oonversation

"as. You said you presumed you haj a talk wi to your

that night before you left, and I asked you what was the

time, the hour that you spok~ to your sister before you

for Mex1co, Clnd you say you refus e to <:in ewer on the g~ounti

that 1 t might be used agains t your hU$b ann, is that so, on

the gxounjs it m.ight incriminate yo.u -- which? A Both.

- Q. Do you know Wi l11am Danzi ~eI'? A I refuse to answer

that question.

Q On wha t gxoun:is? A On the groun:ls that it ~ight 'be

use~ against ~y husbanj.

Q That the only grourlJS 'j A And 1 t might be us edto

incriminate or jegraue me.
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Q. On the ground it might incriminate or :iegra:Ie you

a n~ on tbe groun1s tha t such an answer might be use:i against
I

your hue l:an:l. You un:iel stan:! tha r; you canna t be compelled to

tea tify ag~i ns t your husbanJ., so your secan:! ground isnIt 80

goo~t, is it? A I wi thjraw the secoua ground.

Q You put it (j n t. he grounjs the. t1 t woulj tend to

incl'iminate you? A I x-afuse to answer tha t question

1 t aright be use3 against my husban~~p.nd as I understanti

ft is my pl'iv,ilage not tQ give any testimony thatcaa be

uSed agai us t my h.us bana.

JIB. LA liE: Mr. F.orema n, ! oan see tha

getting nOWhere wi th Mrs. Sobell, that she is adarnan~,

and no j 0 ubt has bee n .a ':1vi 8 e d by ceuose1 no t to anew.er

any ques tions. In vi ew of the fact that th.e cruJge hatE;

left for lunch I am not going to ask you t01;)rin,g her

30wn befo1!e tile Jujge toja.y, but I am going to ask

if you will, tOb.ujourn this entire pTocee:iing for one

week, to ne:x: t Wejnesday) anti 5irect .li1xs. Sooell to be

bereat quarter of eleven next We:lnesday at which time

we snaIl continue this matter anj at whicbtime I shall

ask you to have her brought jown before the Court and

have the quee ti., ns put to her by the Court ..

THE FOREMAN: YOUf... re jireoted to be bere next

Wetlnesda tr a t quart ex t·o eleven. 'lrh'" I ~
J tV a v . h ~;.l to say

before, thiukthat over a~.~';n- n,,:) ..
......... .1. - rve ~O no u want to have\ •

to take you jO*,n before ile Cour t. Thank you.

\ (WITNESS EXCUSED)




