1B-1 | Sept- 20, 1950 Mrs. Sobell 0<RY
 HELENX SOBELL, called g8 & witness, having

i

firet been July sworn by the Foreman, sestified as followp:

BY MR. LaNE:

" Mrs. Sobell, are you married? A Yes.
How 0l3 are you? A 2.
Are you = college graduate? 4 Yes.

What college? A ¥Wilson Teachers College.

fhere Is that located? A Washington, D. C.

O £ O O O &

You have & lawyer in tﬁe building, haven's youl
& Yes.
Q You have talked with him? A Yes.

Q 4nd he has advised you of your Constitutional

‘rights? & Yes.

G And he no Jou.t advised you thatv you Jon't have %o
answer gny questions which might tend to incriminsse you?
A Yes.

g Or 3egraie yoﬁ? 4 Yes.

q§ 4n3 he probably has aivised you that you jon's
have to testify against your husband it you feel thast the
ﬁéstimcny‘~- 4 Yes.

. & DNaturally you 3o nos have to testify ss %o any
conversatione with your nusteni, privdae conversasions, but
1 am ﬁet going t¢ ask you any guestions sbout ypur hustanj
if I cén avold it. I mean, I am golng to try vo avoid is,
and sharsmey put you &t ease a little bis. fou are married

to Mortoun Sobell? 4 Yes.
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Q 4nd you hsve children? 4 Yes.
Q How many? 4 1 refuse to answer that guestion cn
the groundis thas you mentioned.
| ¢ You meén that iswould tend so incriminate you if I
ask you if you have children, is thart tme ground? 5 Tt
might tend to incrimipate or degrade me.
| g The fact that you heve children? Amyou serious
or is this just a lissle by-play, zg? fact thatyou have a

child will tend to wncrimingte or degrade you? A It might.'

g I have hearl everything now.
17EE FOREMAN: They are zood chiliren, zren'g
they? They haven'y Jone anything?

¢ You see, this is an intelligent jury. They are af§%*

"average intelligence, at least, ani I think probably a leot

higher than the average, but a question like that -- you
are & ma;riej woman and you are zckef how many childiren vou
have, and you s&y that is golng to incriminete or degrade ﬂ
you, thatdoesn't make sense. Let me ask you this: Did your
lawyer %ell you not to answer any questions? A He told me
not $o abpwer any guestions that mighc tend to ~--

@ You think that tends to incriminate you, that you
have had chiliren? You have tc use your head on Ghese

things, you know. I cannot imagine by the wildest stretch

how a&sking you if you have h=d & child or how many chiliren

you have could possibly incrimine ve you.

JURCR: They can be gotten by kiidnapping, of
course.
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Q We haven' t asked a@nything about kidnapping; there
is no.lsw against nhaving children, nothing wrong with thas.
A If I remember correctly, I szid I bad chiliren.

g Yes, but I asked you bow many. How many 3o you

: have? Let me tell you, I know how many children you have.

So that doeen't make sénse. You have one by Morton Spbell

. and he has another one, or you hzve another one,by & former

marriage. Isn't thatit? So there is nothing in thas
guesiion bthas can tend to incrimia&té you. £ Just the
guestion gbout the diforce.

Q That can't incriminate you. That's legitimate or
legal. Lot's of people get dlvorces. I am not interested
in tha* angle, I know all about tha:, a8 much as you 3jo. ~

I won't ask you that guesticn bdczuse I already know sbout

'1t. This is & routine guestion I asked you. We'll skip

that, I am not golng to press i1t. 7You have a sister, is
that correct? 4 Yes.

¢ You are not golng to tell me that asking questions
about your sister is going to incriminate you. What is her
name? A EJdlth Levitov.

4 Did she live with you? 4 Yes.

¢ How long & period?  Well, roughly, three months,
foury i Three years, off ani on.

& On the 3ay that you left for Mexico, which wag I

believe June. 22nd, 313 you see your sister thas ﬂay? Al
refuse to zngwer that question,

Q@ On what grounds? A On the groun

8 that my hustani 14
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? husbtand at @«ll in this conversation. I am going to confine
; my remarks to your sister 1n my cuestions, znd if I mention |
E your husband it will be through inadvertancé. Nowk 1313 you
. have & conversaticn with your sister, Ejith Levitov, on

f June 2eni, 1950t A I presume I 3Jid.
§ recollection? 4 I refuse %o answer that guestion.

| lawyer told you. You must tell this jury whas the grounis
~are. You cannot just refuse to znswer questions, but you

- have %o tell the jury what he grounds of your refusal to

“that 1s & legitlmate reason. But you cannot jusy say it —-

I really icn't know what the 1ega1 ramifications of these

unjer a serious charge and I Jon't want to zive any testimbﬁy1§

kini.

¢ I am askingebout your sister, not your hueband. I am

asking you if you had a conversation with your sister on

June 22ni, 19507 I am not going to mention your husbani. I

Q@ Will you menbion whats time of the day 3i3 you have

& On whaagrounjs —- on ths grounds it might tend to

answer are. Elther that it will tend to incriminate or

jegrade you or any other reascn that you may have in ming,

you cen say it but we can Sake you before the Court end the

Court will then Jjeciie whebker you have to answer. A Well,

5 that might have the siightest bearing on any guestion of thag'i

. am talking about your sister. I am not going to referto yeuygz

. your last conversatic with her that day, %o the best of your -

g inerimime te you? You ses, you have to give grounis, a8 your |
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gquesticns may be, and if these guesticns can be btaken before| ?

} the Court.
| & You have to glve she jury a reason why you jon's.
What is your reason for refusing to aﬁswer?
THE FOREMAN: BMrs. Sobell, this is a Federal
grand jury. This is an lmportant grani jury. Taking
nothing away from Mr. Lene, Assistant Un ited States

Attorney, he is not zZoing %o ask you anything that is

We aTe 23 here. The jury are people who have chiliren

and we will not be incriminating ocurselves by saying we
have children. 4nd so feel free to answer. Because if
¥,. Lune asks some guestion, or Mr. Sgypol, the Feder@i»

grand jury bas authority %tc question, or they guide us

soc in the law. 8o feel free that Mr. Lane is not going

g to esk you when you say "scme legal matter", because 1%,

is absclutely superfluous and irrelevant, ani as Mr. lan

says, through the jury, we can bring you downstairs to

é the Juipe and bave you, if you jo nct answer, have whatd -

ever punishment is meted cut for doing that. THat is

gntirely up to you. 8o sit back, relax, anid I want to

say &8 Foreman of the jury, you are a little upset, sou:?

let's start all over.

Q2 Can you tell me the last time in the Jay that you

' spoke to your sistercn the Z2nd of June, 19507 4 T refuse g

. ghewer that question cn vhe grounds that 1t might be used
 against my husband.

geing to put you in jeopardy. He has ziven you the 1aw:”z
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- Commissioner, that you went to Mexico for & vacation, ana
L4 14

x.that you had with your sister onthet szme night, =n3 I askeﬁ i§

| for Mexico, and you say you refuse to snewer on the ground

~incriminate or jegraie me.

¢ Cn the grounds that it might be used against your’;
husbani? &4 ihat it is my right not tb give testimony thas
might be used against my husbangi.

% Your husbani has already toli che Agents, és T
recall it -- you correct me if}I am wrong -- tha' you people

went 50 Mexico for a vacation, at least that is part of wha

that you left, and thatv you, I believe, went vias American
Air Line on e £2nd. Tpa- 's & fact. Thats already been

established. I do not have %o go into thar. We know that %o

be a fact. Dyt what I am asking youabout is a canyersatiaﬁ ; f

you what time —- I 3i3d not ask you what the conversarion

was. TYou saij you presumed you had & talk with ycur sister

that night before you left, znd I geked you what was the lasfﬁf

time, the hour that you spoke to your sister before you left| -

that it might be used &gainst your husb and, is thar 80, on
fhe grounds it might incriminate you -- which® 4 Both.

@ Do you know William Danzizer? A T refuse to answer
that guestion.

Q On what grounis? 4 Un the grounis that it might be
used against wy husbang.

Q That the only grounisi 4 apd it might be used %o

4

we have heard botn from your lawyers before the United Statggyé
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¢ On the ground it might incriminate or Jegrade you
and on the grounds that such an answer might be‘usei againsn
] % v our husband. You unierstand thas you cannot be compelled bol
| testify against your husbani, so your second grcunﬁ‘isn‘t BO

good, is it¥ A I withiraw the second grouni.

g You put it oun vhe grounds thatis would tend to
iﬁeximinate yout A I refuse to answer that questien becansa{
it might be used against'my husband, and as I pnierstand ig ?
it is my privilege not tc zive any sestimony that can be ’

used against mwy husband.
| MR. LANE: kr. Foreman, I can see tha~ we are::f
é gebtting nowhere with MNrs. Scbell,’that she is ajamang, i

and no joubt has been siviseld by counsel not to answer |

any questions. In view of the fact that the Judge has | «

left for lunch I am not going teo &sk you tobring her

Jown before She Juige today, but I am zeing to ask you,
if you will, toadjourn this entire proceeding for one

| week, to next Kedinesday, and 3irect Mrs. Sobell to be

here at quarter of eleven next Wednesday at which time
we sphall continue this matter and at which time I ghgll
ask you to have her brought Jown before the Court anj

( i ‘ have the questi.ns put $¢ her by the Court.

‘ THE FOREMAN: You nre directed to be here next

Weldnesday at gquarter to eleven. What I h-3 to say |

for hi (e agai W
before, think fh&. OVeI again. We do not want to have

to take you jo@n befocre &ie Court. Thank you.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED)






