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September 20, 1950
Re: John Doe Vago 3
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{Presented by Thomas J, Donegan)

PR S

0SS CAR Jd OHN VAGO, called as & witnesé,
having first been duly sworn by the Foreman,
testiflied as follows:

BY MR, DONEGAN:

& Mr, Vago, my neme is Donegan., I am a Smelsl
Assistant to the Attorney General., This 1s a F _deral
Grend Jury sitting in the Southern District of New York,
Do you understand that? A Yes,

@ You are here in response to & subpoena, is
that correct? A Right,

Q With reference to your appearance before
this Grand Jury, have you consuited an attorney?t A Yes,

% Will you give us his name and business ad-
dress? A Arthur B-g-l-y - - I am sorry; that's right -
B-g-i-l-y, I do not know his address exactly; 1t 1s some=-
where on Lexington Avenue,

Q Is it in New York City? A Yes,

Q@ Do you have an 1ldea of tle street? A Some-
where in the Grand Central district,

« Now, the Grand Jury would be interested in
having some informatlion on your bsckground, so in your
own words, very briefly, tell them where you were born,
what education you had, and whers you have been working,

A I wee born in Budepest, Hungary, on February 27, 1898,

I finished my schoocls in Budaspest - high schocl and colleg

: educaticn, I recelved my degree from the University of

At
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Budapest. At the end of 1924 I emigrated to thils country.

¢ What was your speclalty, what degree did you
recelve? A  Structurzl engineering.

& You ars an engineer? A Yeg, I am a struc-
tural englineer,

Q Go shead, A I arrived in this country in
1825, Then I spent some time in various offices; all 6f
them I don't remember any more,

Q You worked as a structural engineer? A Yes,

I worked as & structural esngineer in various offices, doing|

erchitectural and structural work,
& Now, did you attend any schocl in thile country]

A For o short period I took a short course at Pratt In-

P

stitute in 1925,

¢ Was that an engineering course? A Yes,
W When did you become a cltizen? A In '38,
in September,
& In the Southern District of New York? A Yes
Q@ Right in this building? A VNot in thls buildd
ing, but in Washington Street - 841,

% Are you married? A Yes, I am,

@ Is your wife a citizen? A Yes, che is,
@ Whee was she bornt A Also in Budapest,
& Do you have any childrent A I have two

children,

< Wnhst aget A Twelvg and four and a half,

4
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A Something like that,
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Q@ Now, do they attend schooi? A Yes, they do.

« .Where doc they go to school? A The little .;
Junicr High Scheol,

& Where? A In Rggo Park,

i
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& Have you mede any trips outside of the Unlted

States since you arrived here? A Yes, I made one trip %
to visit my family, %
% In Fungesry? A Yes,
Q What date? A I returned to this country in
January, 1933,
’ Q@ You left when? A I left in 1929,
Q 4nd you returnsd in '337 A VYes,

%« You were awsy approximately four years?

¢ When were you married? =~ In 1928,

Q& Dia your wife go with you? A No, she came
later, 7 '

Q@ VWhen you went back to Hungafy your wife 4id
not accompany you, 1s that right? A Mo, she did not,

% And when 4id she go to Hungary? A In 1932,

¢ So thet you were in Hungary from '29 to 132
alone, 1s that rightt A Yes,

& And she stayed over until !33% A That's
right,

% And she came bsck with you? A That's right,

& When did she become naturslized? A In '31,
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@ Do you know an individual named Harry Gold?
A Yes,

« When 414 you first meet Mr., Gold? A I met
Mr, Gold somewhere arcund early in 1947,

@ Describe to the jury where, A At my place of

Q@ What were the circumstances, who lntroduced you
to him? A Mr, Brothman.

@ Was Mr, Gold at thet time working for Mr,
Brbthman? A He was to be employed by the firm,

% Now, in order that we may get firset things
first, when did you meet Mr, Brothman? A I met Mr, Brothman
some time around 1943, the early part of '43,

% And how did you meet him, what were the cir -
cumstances? & I was working on 42nd Street for an archi-
tect, and he called me up, He needed the services of a
structural engineer, 'and someone recommended me to him, sc
he called me up to perform some structural engineering

gervices, which I 4id forthwith,

Q@ I would like to interrupt for a moment, Mr,
Vago, You sz2ld you have consulted a lawyer wlth reference ;
to your sppearance before this Grand Jury? A Yes,

@ Did your lawyer explain to you your rights

in appearing before this Grand Jury? A That's right,
@ I tske it that he explained to you that you

have the right to refuse to answer any question which mighﬁ
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thet 1t might incriminste or degrade me,

Vago M

incriminaste or degrade you - is that right? A Yés, that‘%
right, l

€& Did you continuve to work for Mr, Brothman for
e period of time? A From thaet time - - that was one sm&l%
Job I had done for him; he needed & structural engineer's E
services for & project he was engaged in; and from that
ftime on we met for lunches periodlically, irregulerly, and
later on, some time in '44, he approsched me with a propo-
sition of Joining him in a venture, setting up a chemlical
and engineering consulting office, and he invited me,
describlng the prospects in very favorable terms, and asked
me whether I would leave my particular special field,

Finally, late in 1944, he approached me to the
materializetion of this proposition, and we set up the
orgenization.

Q And you went to work for him? A I went to
work as a partner,

¢ Do you know Miriam Moscowltz? A Yes,

% And where dl1d you meet her? A She was em-
ployed by the orgenizaticn late in 1944 or early '45, as a
secretary,

& Mr, Vago, are you at the present time, or have
you ever been, a member of the Communist Party? A I wigh:
to decline that answer,

= On what greounds? A On constitutional grounds,
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.tion of intention? A At thst time?

Vago

Q& When you went to Hungasry - - and I think you
said it was '29 - - A Yes, '20,

% - - where did you obtain your visa? 4 I was
not a citizen then.

@ You didn't approach the Embassy? A No,

Q Not the Hungarian Embassy? A Yes, I did,
I hsd g Hungarlsn passport,

Q You were traveling on z Hungarian passport?
A Yes, |

Q Had you at that time filed your declaration
of intentlion? A No,

Q@ You had not? A No.

& You dién't file your declaration of intention
until you returned from Hungary? A That's right,

Q At that time hsd your wife filed her declara-

& Yeg, A Yes, she 4aid,

Q Sokyou had no occasion to approach any repre-
sentative of any forelgn Government at that time in thils
country, 1ls thet rightt A N4,

% When you returned from Hungary, were you in
contact with any representative of any foreign Government?
A To,

& I am tzlking sbout an official, consul, embas%y
or anything of that sort, A No, |

& Have you ever been in contact with any officisgl
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of any foreign government, up toc thils date? A No,
| Q@ Wnere sre you employed at the present time?

A At the present time I am employed on a professidnal
besis by Mr., Aronow, whe in turn 1ls consulting engineer
for a real estate concern.

Q@ Do you know an individual by the name of Sol
Fenschel? A Yes,

Q Was he employed by Brothmén? A Yes, he was
an employee of Brothman,

% When have you last seen or talked with him?
A Maybe a few weeks 2go.

Q@ When were you first interviewed by Special
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation? A 1 be-
lieve it wae in May,

% Now, have you had any conversation with Mr,
Fanschel concerning the questions asked of you by the
Agents of the Fgderal Bureasu of Investlgation? A Yes,
I just told him that I was being guestloned in thils con-
nection with Brothman,

Q Did you tell him what guestlons were asked?
A In a general way.

-

Q& Did he ssk you for thet information, or daid

you volunteesr 1it? A I Just told him what developed,
thinking thet he would be as & person 1interested,
& Did he t2ll you that he hsd been gquestioned

by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation®
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A Subseéuentlva think he mentioned 1t,

Q Dii he mention it on that occaslon when you
volunteerad the informetion to him that you had besn?
A No,

% Where d1d you meet him when you had that con-
versation? 4 I happened to kncw‘where he works, and I
called him up,

% W®as that the purpose for which you celled him
up? 4 Yes,

2 To tell him about that? A Yes,

Q And when had you seen him previously? A Prg-
viouely I hadn't seen him sincé he was leaving the employ
of Brothman,

Q@ Have you told him that you have received a
subposana to appear before this Grand Jury? A No.

& Have you had any conversation with him con-
cerning your appearance before this Grand Jury? A No,

¢ Did you tell him that the Ajents of the Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigatlon asked you whether you were
present with him and some other indlviduals, inc¢luding
Brothmen and Gold, durlng the course of which mesting

there was a discusslon concerning Gold and Brothman avpear:

[}

ing before a Grand Jury? Now, if you don't understand
that question, beceuss 1t 1s a long gquestion, I will be
glad to bresk it up, A It is very involved, but I think

I can answer it - - no, I never attended such a meeting,

S U e gt e < -
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Q Well, perhaps you misunderstood myvquestion
because of its length. Did you tell him that the Agents
ouestioned you about such & meeting? A I didn't tell him
because I don't recall that they cuestioned me sbout such a

"mesting,

@ Have you at any time, under any circumstances,
gver had any conversation with Gold, Brothman, or any other
individuals, concerniﬁg the appearance of Gold and Brothman
before a Grand Jury? A No, |

% Have you at any time, undsr ény clrcumstances,
overhéard any conversation, either of Gold, Brothman, or
any other individuels, concerning‘their appearance before g

. Grand Jury? A No, I have not,

@ Have you at any time ever had any conversation
wlth anybody concerning Brothman being engage&lin esplonage
activity? A No, i

% . Have you et any time - - and I wish to point
§ out to you, if you don't clearly understand}gﬁat I mean from
 your first conscious moment up to this minute right now,
sitting in the Grend Jury chalr - - have you at any time
- ever had any conversation wlth anybody concerning Gold being

engaged in espionage activity? - A No,

% Now, Mr, Vago, I think you are not taking suf-
ficlent time fto listen to my questions and to give them some

; thought, It is very important that you carefully listen to

. the guestions; 1f you don't understand them, say that you
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don't, and you can have them re-read until you fully under—;
gstand them, bécause while you are here you are testlfylng
under oath - - you understand thatt A Yes,

¢ And you are subject to the laws of perjury,
or any other violation, A I understand,

@ I think you are overlooking the fact that you
undoubtedly must have had some conversation concerning the

arrest of Brothmen, which appeared in the newspapers; or

the arrest of Gold, which appeared in the newspapers,
A Oh, I am sorry, I misunderstood the meaning of your ;
guestions. Of course, since 1%t appeared ln the press,

and esince people knew I was connected with Brothman, natu-
rally there was some conversation; but that does not mean
to imply that I knew sbout thelr activities.

« I am trying to phrase my questions so that
you will not be confused, A Please rephrase them,

% Have you had any conversation with anybody - -
and I will 1imit the time, since the arrest of Gold, con-
cerning his espibnage activities? A Yes,

Q Now, will you name those people, A I could
not name them all, Of course, my wife and members of my
Tamily, and some friends who knew of my buslness connec-
tlen.

& Now, let us leave out the members of four
family and let us lesave your wife out, How gbout the other

people? A I could offhand list a whole 1list of my pesrsongl
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friends, because there is quite a likelihood, after I had
been connected with the firm for four years - -

Q Have you had any conversation with Miriam
Moscowitz? A No,

Q Did you consult any attornéy or anybody else - -
and when I say "consult," I mean somebody you go to for
advice - - have you consélted anybody for sdvice, whether
it 1s an attorney or somebody else - -~ maybe 1t 1s a per-
sonal friend that you might go to and asgk for zdvice - -
since the arrest of Brothman or Gold? A Yes; my attorney

Q@ Have YOu consulted anybody else, besides your
attorney? A No,

% When did you first consult your attorney - -
mind you, I am not asking you what you said to him, or what
he advised you or what you asked him - - I am Jjust asking
you, when did you first consult your attorney? A It must
have been Jjust around the time after the arrest of Mr,
Gold;

& That was before the arrest of Mr, Brothman%

A That's right,

<& Dig anybody inform you that, prior to the ar-
rest of Brothman or Mogcowitz - - dld anyhbody inform you
that Brothman was appearing before a Grand Jury? A No,

@ Did you have any knowledge that he was appear-
ing before & Grand Jury? A Not except what I read in the

newspapers,
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% Did anybody - - and I will include Brothman or
Moscowltz or snybody else - - communicate with you concern; g
ing thelr appesrance before a Gramd Jury? A No,

& Or concerning them being interviewed by Specialg
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation® A No, I ;
wish to mention that 1 separated from Brothman and his
organlzation after a deep-going bresk - - a personal and
business break - - in June, 1948, which was legally con-
cluded through the asgsistance of my attorney a year lster,
1t was concluded in an agreement of separation, Ever since
our bregk, I Have never met any one of them, or any inter-
mediary, |

Q@ Is that the same sattorney that you consulted
at the present time? A Yes.

Q@ Since your break, which I belleve you informed
the F, B, I. you had with Brothman, have you had any con-
tacts with Miriam Moscowltz? A None whatsoever,

Q@ Or with Brothman's wife? A Neither,

@& Now, have you ever heard from any source what-
soever that Brothman or Gold had recelved an award from
the Soviet Union? A No,

& Was thet question asked of you by the F, B, I.%
4 Yes, Thet was the first time I heard about it.

& You hsad never heard of that beforei A Never
heard of it before,

¢ Dig youleve any conversaticns with any of the

A ot T S A 5. 8 5 bt 50 b o e s
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employees of Brothman's firm concerning either Bréthman or
Gold receiving an award frem the Soviet Union? A No,

Q@ Did you hasve any conversations with anybody

else, excluding employees of Brothman's firm, asbout Brothmaq
or Gold receiving an award from the Sovlet Union? A No, |
& And do you understand what I mean by "award"? |
I mean a medal or any kind of recognition. A Yes, that's %
right, |
@ You have been employed by the Government, Mr,
Vggo? 4 Yes,
Q@ When were you first employed by the Government?
A It was in the middle of 1938. I was employed by the
then Procurement Division, which later became the Public
Buildings Administration,
A JUROR: We can't hear you,
THE WITNESS: That was the Procurement Divi-
slon, which was later transferred to another .
depertment, under the nsme of Public Bulldings
Administration,
« Where were you employed? A In Washington,
&  And what was your gresde and your salary?
A My grede was what waes called E-3, at thirty-two hundred
dollars & year,
% Ané what was your technical classification?
A T believe it wes czlled Assistant Engineer, but I am

not absolutely sure of that,
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.on, in the course of my employment, I d4did maske an application

Vago

« I think you have already stated it, but I have

forgotten - - what dateiéﬁﬁyﬁgu start that employment with
s Tk

' the exact date. It was

the Government? A { dcn

about June or July o-{igas‘ %%é

Q@ And how long were you so employed? A About
2 year and a half, I believe 1t terminated 1n December,
1932, The appropriations for the work I waas employed on
explired.

Q Now, with reference to that employment, was
that a civil servlce position - d1d you teke an examination?
A No, I did not.

Q@ Did you fill out an application form? 4 Later

form, a socalled ~ - they had some - the Civil Service Com-
mission has some term which implies a rating ﬁelng given
on the basle of record and experience, without an examing-

tion,

(CONTINUED BY LB)
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§ TVere you subseguently employed by the U. S. Govern-|
ment after the termination of that employmentst 4 Yes, after
the terminavion I was employed in the War Departmens,
Quarstermaster Corps. |

« TWhere was Sh&t? 4 Als,1n Washington, D. O.

When 3id you start that employment? 4 On the same
month. _

« What type of work were you ie;gg? A Structurél
enzineering iesigning, reinforced concrete —- in general,
on structurzl 3Jesign.

& How long 314 you keep that job? A I resigned from
that job in May 1S5U4l.

Q Thpt was z period of how many years, approximatdy?
& Altogether ancther year ani a half.

& VWere you employed after that by the Government?

A No; then I returnedbto FRew York.

§ Why 3id you resign that job? A& Because the
prospects were very good in New York for employment 1in
private industry.

& In reference to your War Department Job, was that
civil servi @? A No; that was the same tvpe of job as the
other cone. |

@ You fill out an application form? A That I cannot
tell for sure in which period if was. I 4o know that T 313
file an application form for tais unlistel or unclassi;ieﬂ

I 3o not kncw, some kind, I 3¢ not Tecall the term,

examination, which wasg an exemination purely based on mv
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. or an oath? & I Fon't remember that.

experience record.

¢ On the &pplication form 313 you zive background
concerning yourself ani activities? A Yes.

L 'he fact that you were & naturalizel citizen and
so forth? A Yes.

4 Prior to you filling out the application form for
eithe: one of those two Government positions were you a
member of the Communist Party? A I wish to decline to
angwer that gquestion on Cunstitusional grounds that it mightg
incriminate and Jegrale me.

¢ Did the application form that you filled ous —~'thav‘
you male uut‘—- ask the quession as to whether you belong
to any organization? 4 Iwoulin't be sure. I 3Jo not believe

there was such a guestlon in that form.

G Was that application form made cut wisth an affida Wt

¢ Did shat gpplicaticn form ask youto state wheher
you had been assoclarted with any organizgtion which GOHCQTﬂﬁﬁi 
or advocaved uhe overthraﬁ of the government by force and
viclence? & I do not believe that application form 314 have

such & guestion.

% DHave you seen eny Sovernmenst appllication forms whick
ha ' ‘

b

asked a quesvion of sthas type?f 4 I dcn't vhink I hzve
seen any Goverwent application forms ever since, and I can's
anewer thgt question because I Jon't know.
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‘Question on Canetitusvional grounlds, vhab it wighv incriminste

veart 4 1935.
' L 1zed, thas
time that you beczme naturalized,
¢ Prior to e
i8, tagxen al oath zs a UnitelStates citizen, hz3 you been =z
>

mem ter of the Cpmmunist Party? Al 3jecline to znswer bhag

gnﬂ degrade me.
Q 4t the time you became a citizen znd took the oath |
a8 & cistigen in 1939, were you at that sime & mexber of ;habag
Commanigt Party? & I wish to decline to answer that questiqﬁé
on the C,nstitusional grounds that it &13h5 inoriminate and
degraie me.l
ME. DONEGAN: Mr. Forema:, the grani 5uTy's time

is running out and there is quihe a blt -~ the examlaat,

is quite lengthy, of $his witnesg —-— 303 eince it is
fFuch an important matter I wouls abpreciate it if yoyu
a8 Foreman of the grang Jury would instruct him that
he is to continue under subpoena and that he 1g to be

back, to appear before tnis grand jury at the next

sespgion of the granj jury, which I belleve ig WeﬂnBQ3&y,%

September 27th, gt 10: 4s &

THE FCOREMAN: Digj you hear thai?

Youamre so aprear
here & week from Sodey .

Today is the 20th ang that wilj
be Sepf ember £7tn, . 10:45 w.u,, £op further eXxaminatign

Ly
&nl you are sgil] under SUbpcena. |
MR. DONEGAN: Youunderstang that, that y ou are
under Subpoena th.t hag bes

D servei on yoqu an, 1 you must| ?
&PDPEeaT here next Feanesduy Jo you understany that?
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THE WITNESS: Yes.
MR. DONEGAN: Youare excused for voday.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)
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LB-1 sept. 27, 1950 Vago
oscan  JOEBRTY VaGO0, reoulled.

ATHE FOREMAN: You will remeaber, sir, you aTe
stil1l unier oath.
+EE WITNESS: Yés- ¥r. Foreman, I wlsh to make
an amenijment to my testimony made last week.
RY MR. DONEGAN:
G Well, since you tewsified before the grand jury
on September 20th, 1?50, have you cgqsulteﬁ sémeboiy

gencerning your btestimony? 4

¥y zvtorney.
+ Now you state you wish to make an ameniment?
i Yesg. |
¢ Did your astorney aivise you fto make an amenidment?

4 He >13 not advise. I wish o meke an ameniment.
with cim whehier 1% 1s proper.
¢ Are you adding scmething %o the testimony you gave?

A YNWo, I wish to alter 1%.

S

¢ I want to advise you that the testimony which you
gave to this grand jury undjer oath stands. In other werds,
1f you want to further explain your testimony, or if yeu
want to supplement your testimcny -- 4 No. I iiscbvared
something and wy atvorney advised me thet it muy be proper
1f T =m allowed to zmend it. .

¢ I want to guestion you. Before you leave the grang
jury room here this morning the zrand jury will zllow you an
opportunity tu Say what you want to say, bus T would like to

continue she questicning of you firsv. & 411 right.

1 checkeg

W'} ORI
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& Y¥r. Vego, have you ever contrivuted zny money %o ﬁhﬁ:
Commpgnirt Paruy? # I wish to Jecline to znswer this |
guestion on Senstitutional grounds, that 1t might incriminate
and degradie me.

(, Hzve you ever had any 3Jiscussion or talk wish
Abraheam Frothman concerning she Jommunist Partsy? 4 No.
& Have ﬁcu ever had any 3discussion or talk with

¥iriam koskowi t2 cconcerning the Communist Pgrty? A No.

& Mr. Vago, you testified under oath before this
grand jury on September 20%h, 1950 that you left the United
States in 1925 ani went vo Hungary, agnd shai vou were cut of
the United States until January of 1933. Now, I would like
you to furnish this grand jury with information concerning
vyour entry into the Unizeﬁ States, your original entry inte
the United States. You entered the Uniuejrstates in 1924,
is %has righs? 4 '25.

Q@ In '@5 -~ what month? 3 January.

¢ In January 1925, and at what porst 3id you arrive?
a New York.

¢ Do you recall the name of the ship? &4 Te lefy
Hamburg -- Mongolla. That weas & sbip of the Hamburg-

American Line.
Q¢ On what basis 3id you cntert Dij you enter as a

student? 4 Yes.
¢ For how long & pericd of $ime? & I sm scrry, I 313

noct gen thas.
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< How loﬁg a period of uﬁmerwera you zllowed to0 stay
in the Uhiteﬁ Steves? & That I Jo not remember. I believe
iv was for the Juration of my beinz a student.

. VWhere were you Zoing to be & stulens? 4 Ag
Ann ArboT.

g 043 you 2o Yo ann arvor? & No, I 3id not.

¢ %pat kind of a course 3id you state you were goingf ;

to take at 4BN Arbor? A Stsructural engineer.

tthere 3id you zo? A I wens to Pratt Institurve.

£

Eow soon after ycur arrival in the Unites Btates ﬂiﬁ{,

o

you go to Pratt Instituse? A Within the next few months.

¢ Few monthst A Within the next few months of my
20EYy .

Avproximately how nuny months? 4TI 30 not know; frﬁﬁ 

two or three umontins. ‘

« Then 313 you advise Immigrasion =nd Nasuralization

that you were golng to Pratt Institute? A I J0 not remember

whether I 313, but I 313 communicabte with snn Arbor Universi

to exchange -~ wnd I asked them %o permit -- where I gov zhé
permit I 3o not remember now.
¢ &nd you attended Prats how long? A For one session)
« Then were you exployed? &4 Yes.
& For how long & period of time were you employed?
4 Consinucously.
¢ Continuously untll what year? A That is the poing

where I wish $¢ make Ythe zmenimensg.




184

JS———"

q You ensweymy questions now. Untll what TEear?

i Until 1932.
¢ Until 19327 & Yes.

Where were you employed? 4 Fires I wes employed

&8

with an architect named Felscn.

¢ Where was he located? A That time it was on 57th

Street.

¢ Do you recall the aldresst 4 Thet was the corner

¢f Tighth svenue; I think 1t was shé ?iske Buildiing.
i How long 313 you work foT nim? A About & year.
¢ Thev wss about 1986t 4 Righs.
i £nd shen where 31id you wo;k? 4 Then I worked with
the White Construction Company. '
Q You testified thas you left the Unlted Snaées in
1929. On what ship 313 you lezve? 4 Thabt is the subject
éf wy proposed ameniment.

‘4 When vou testified to this grand jury on September:

testlfy fulsely? A Well, if you wish %o put 1% in those
words, then the answeris Yes.

& In other words, you cummitsed perjury when you
testified that you left the Unlrted States in 19287 4 I
woulin'y put it in those words, Mr. Agtorney.

¢ M¥*e Vago, will you plezse .nswer my cuestions? T
will Tead your testimony. "Q Heve you msie any trips
outsa de of the Unite3d States since you arrived here? 4 Yes.

T made one trip to visit my family. % In Hungary? A Yes

i

20th, 1950 that you lefv the United States in 1929, 13 you |

..
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what datei A I returned to this country in January 1933.
?‘Yauklefs'whén? 4 I left in 1925, ¢ And you returned
n 19331 4 Yes. § You were away approximsztely four years?
s comet.ing like that. « When were you married?r 4 1In
1928. . ¢ Did your wife go with yout & No; she came later.

Q When you went back to Hungary your wife 313 not accompany

| you, is'that right? A No, she 31d not. § When 313 she go

{
. |
i
i
!
i
i
H

to Hungary? 4 In 1932. § o that you were in Hungary from|
1929 to 193¢ alone, is thav righwt 4 Yes.“
Wgs that testimeony you gave before this grand jury true

or false? I might remind you, Mr. Vaego, as I reminied you

on the 20th of this month when you testified pefeore this grani

jury previcusly, that you have the right to refuse t0 answer

any cuestions in this grand jury if the znswers might
ineriminate or degraie you, «nd you have iniicated that you
are fully aware of thas right since you have alrealy refusej :

to answer some qguestions on that ground, shat they might

incriminate or Jdegrade you. So with that in wind I will

repeat sha guestion. (Question, "Was thas testimony you
gave before this grand jury true cr falss?" reald to the
wigness.) 4 It Wﬁsn'é true, out I mude that sestimony ;.
¢ Your angwer is that testimony was false? A It
was not Jdelibverate falsehood.
Q I‘am noct asking you hether it was Jeliberate or
not. The grznd jury heard your testiﬁony ani your testimony

is & metter of record. I am asking you, was that testimony
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- Party? 4 I wish wc 3ecline to znswer thav question on the

you zave before this grand jury on September 20th false?
4 It was. |

Q@ when 3id you work for the ¥hite Cons truction
Company ? s From 1926 to 1932, with cne inserruption.

g You worked for the TWhirte Oonstructicn Company
until December of 1932, ien't that correct? A& Correct.

 4nd the fact is that you remzined in the United
States in Qn illegal stavus hntil 1932, is tharv correcs?
A Correct.

g and your btestimony to this grand jury that you lefs
the United Staves in 1929 was false, isn‘é tha™ correct?
& FERight.

5 4% shat time were you & member of the Communist

Constitutionsl ground that it zight incriminate or jegrade
me .

¢ Then was the lust time you were in Washingson,
¥r. Vazo? 4 In 1Shl.

¢ 1941t 4 KNc, that was I think a year later, umy

wife paiﬂ & visit vo some frisnis ani I went there %o bring
them Lack. o
2 You testified lass Weinesﬁay thaf you have had no
contacts with any representavtives of zny foreign zovern-
ments. I willl read the gusestiovn and znswer tha. was -skej
you &t thatv sime. Yy When you‘returneﬂ from Hungary were
you in constact with any representative of zny forelgn governk

mensi s No. & I am talking abcus an officizl consul,




or embassy, or anysiinz of that sort? 4 Nc. § Have you
ever been in ccntact with any cofficiel of any fcreign
rovernment up to this Jater & Fe." Is thaet testimony

srle’ s YeB.
Ig it srue and do you tell this grand jury unier

c'u

path, a8 you have testified to everything else, that you have
hed no contscte in any manner wihstscever with sny Trepre-
sentatives of any foreign zovernment wishin the last five
years? 4 That's srue. | |
EH.‘EONEGAE: I suggest we eXcuse this witness
at shis time for a skbort period of time.
THE FOREMAN: TYou are exoused.
(WITNESS EXCUSED)

(The witness, Oscar John Vago, was lzter recalled.)
BY MF. DONEGAN: |

¢ You will remember, Mr. Vago, th&i you are still
continuing under oath. A Yes.

2 : ¢ Have you ever been on the steamship which was

known z8 the Conte 3di Savola? 4L TYes.

4 When were you on board? 4 On my srip returning to

the Unitel States.

“hen was that? A That wae on the firsts 3ays of

January, 1932. E
Q %hen? 4 1833, 1 mean.

- Now you say yovu ceme intc the United States in 1933,

- Whatv month? 4 January.
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; Jesnuary 1933 on the Conte 31 Savcia?l 4 Yes. Z

asrriving in New York? 4 Yes.

£

oy

where 313 you board the Conte i1 Savoia? & In Gena;.
: . About what Jate? & Iy must have been the lust Jays
of December or first days of Jabuary.
Q You cannct fix it more definitely than that?

A It wizht have been the firss of Junpary, I am not sure.
¢ That was at Genca, Italy, you boarded that? A Yes; 7
¢ Bow long bhad you been in Genoa, Italy, p;ior 50 the

time that you boarded whe Conbte 31 Sgvoeiat? 4 Two 3ays.
¢ There were you previcus to that? 4 Previcus to thalk

I think we stopped uver at Triesse fcr one Jay.

¢ &nd before Trieste, where were you?! A In Venezia -

Venice.
¢ How long were you in Venice? 4 Two or tiree days.
i Before Venlce? 4 I was in Budapest.
& Where 3iJ you spend Christmas 19%€t A Ipn Budapess.

&

How long before Christmes of 1932 had you been in

Bujspest? £ About bthree weeks.

¢ So you were in Budapest on or about December 10th,

is that correct? A Scom- thing like that. ' :

| it o e FET et O

% “h&s? A& About thav.
w hen 313 you zrrive «t Budapest? ~ At that time, Dﬁ

i
|
3 « what 2&yT 4 1 mean, that same time.

w Give We approzimate date in Deceuber. A
10tk of December.

Around sh

—

. -
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% Where had you been prew.éus t¢ your arrival in
 Budapeet? 4 I hed Dbeen on my way from %he Uniteé States to
- Buydupest.

« }Let's go mck slowly %o when we got into Budapest
that time. Where 3id you zrrive in Zurcope when you went %o

Bujdzpest, what pert? 4 It mst huve been Genoa, bdacause 1
went o the same sbteamship company.
Q Then 3i3 you leave she Uningﬁ States? é Avout

either the first Jays of December cr fthe last days of EovemB

in 1932.

4§ Were you in the United States Thanksgiving of 19327

A That I Jun't remember.
& Yeu do neot konow? 4 I ¥ not remember.

& Wnat ship 313 you sail on when you left the Unitesd
. B8tatssr 4 The Rex.
¢ Rex, of the Itallan Line? 4 Rex of Sthe Italian
‘fLine, the same company.
! Q From what port in the United States? 4 From
| New York.

@ Were vou alone? = Ne; I was with my vife.

Q Your wife was with you? 4 Yes.

w She alec sailed on the Rex. Under Whan'namé 3ig

you seil?t & Under wy own nazme.
& Thas's Oscar John Vggo? & In Hungearian my nzme

is not exactly %the same.

51
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“them. Hzd you used that spalling of your nsme while ydu

recollection =8 t¢ whebtier you were in New York City Thanke-|

& Well, gzive it &s it was. 4 In Hungarian my

nume is Vego Cszkar (spelled by witness).

£

& &nd you used that spelling when you btook passage
on the Rox? » Yes, Dbecause that is She way my nzme is
spelled.

% D3g yuvu use that spelling? & Yes.

{ Listen to my questions. If you Jo not understand

them &sk to have them repeated,but please give zn .nswer to

were in the Urnlited States] A No.
& Thatwas the first time in the United Stgtes that

you used sthat spelling of your nwmet? 4 Yes.

¢ Ang you say you sziled from New York to Genoa?
A Tdes.

¢ You went frcm Genoa bto Bulapest? 4 By train.

Q¢ 4nd you say 1t was the latter ﬁart of Kovember 19
oT the first parst df December 193%2 that you laft New York?
2 Yes. |

& Now with reference to Thankegiving, haven't you any. |

giving 19327 & I have no 3irect recollection, but I just |
juige because I coulin'y toink of any other place I could
have been. | '

% Have you talked wisth your wife concerning when youf

left the United States on she Rex in 19327 4 T 3id not gev

that guestion.
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"wife =t rthat tinet

¢ Have you talked with your wife concerning the time
you 1=t the United States? = Then?

' g Ip 1932. s You mean whesher I salked with my

G At any btime. A Yes.

4 BHas she any recollection uf whether you wefe in the
United Stateé Thanksglving of 19327 & I couldn'y bell. u

g Then you went %o Budapest and stayed in Buiapest
for three weelk? 4 Yes. '

¢ 4nd came back to the United States. You szid you
arrived January 19337 4 Right.

& On the Conte 3i Savola? A4 Right.

g Did yeu advise the Easufalizatién Service that you -
hed been oub of the berritorizl limiss of the Unitel States,~‘
that is, tuat you had been in Burope from 1929 tc your
arrival on the Conte 31 Savola in 19337 4 No, I have notd

G Did you adviee the FBI that you had been outside of
the United States from 1929 until 1933t 4 4t vhat sime? Af -
that time? Cr re ®nt slmesT ‘

@ Did you inform the FBI tha® you bad been outside of
the United States &% any tims from 1929 %o 19337 4 Tes.

¢ Did you ever advise the FBI that you hsd been in

the United Stabtes frum 19¢9 >0 either the latter part of

November or She early part of December 1932t 4 No.
¢ Reading frow y.ur testiumony to this Federal grani

jury on September 20th, 1950: "Q When were you mrried?
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came later. g When you went back to Hungary your wife ﬁiﬂv
not accampany you, is that righu? & XNo, she 313 not."
Wa§ that answeryou gave to bha® guestion in this gzrahg
jury room unier cvath & false answer? 4 Yes.
| & "q So that you were in Hungary from 1929 to 1932
alone, 1s that right? 4 Yes." Was that gnswer %o that
guestiln in this grenid jury rcom‘on September £0%h, 1950, a
false znswer? & Yes.
h & ¥hen was the last vime you were in Washington,
Mr. Vago? & It wust have been sometime in 1942 or
therealp uss.
¢ Nineteen what? 4 '42.
& You had not been in Washington since 19427 a No.‘?
¢ ©Buve you teiked with anybody from the White
Canstruesicn Company within the past month? 4 No.
¢ Have you :alked‘witn,anybojy cencerning your
employment with the White Construetion Cgmpany since v ou
apyeared befcrekthis grand jury on Septemier 20th, 19507t
4 No. '
¢ Do you have & brother in Hungary thas has an officigl
position in the Hungarian zovernment st the pregent time? |
A Tc.
W Bave you any relgtives in Eungary who bave any
poeitions in sShe Hungerlsn 2overnment =% the Present time?

i KNg.
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Hpngary? A No.

3 Eeve you any relatives in Hungary who are in the
employ of or are members of she Communist Party? A I
couldn't tell -- unswer that gueetion. |

q It seems to me %o be & clear question. AVWell, I
can't sngwer for wy bretie:'s wctions in Bungary %odey.

w 1 am nob askihg you that. - I am asking you as to
your knowledge. I am not asking you a wut your brether's
gctions. 1 am asking yeu. & To my knowledge, no.

o Have wu been w3vised from zny scurce whatsoever
that any of yoar relatives in Hun@ary are associsved wisth,

affilizted with, or members of bYhe Communist Parsy in

g Have you at uny btime furnished any information to
any representatives of any goveroment concerning your
relztives in Hungary? 4 Fo.

q (questicn resd as apbpve to witness at the reguesst
of M¥r. Donsgan.) s No.

¢ Have you advised any zovernment agency, incluiing
Immigration and Naturalization fervice, that you were a
student in the United States during the entire periocd of time
from yeur arrival in 1925 until 19297 4 I 40 not Tremember

what kind of procedures I fullowed, what I had %o dc. T 3do
net remember at this time.

Q@ Did you meke any stus ements elther in writing,
crally, vr under oath, to any Tepresentative of Lhe Unitesd

States sovernment that you were a student in the United gState

8
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and were not employed during the period from 1925 to 19297
42 I 4o not remewber, out I do not believe I 813, since'I
paid incume tax juring the pericd.

¢ I 3isn't hear that. 4 T paid my income “ax
juring tha! entire peried, I 3o not believe I made that; I
jo Qoi remembel .

@ Why do you say you pald your incceme tax 3uring the
entife period? & I beg pérﬁon? |

Q Why jo you say that, ln responsa@o my qusszion?
A Becalge that would indicate I was employed.

¢ 4are you endeavoring to tell %tils jury that if you
811 mske any esutemen ts to any governmeat officiale %hat
you were & student, that they should have been put on
notice because you p=id income tauxes that you were not a
studens? 4 Thas is sumething I 3o not unierstand.

¢ I 3o not understand why you velunteered thar you
peid your income tax. Thav wasn't the guestion I asked
you. 4 I 3o nob remgmber. Fleuse reald the guesticn again
and I will answer 1t again jirecﬁly.

q (Question, "Did you make any statements elther in
wrising, orally, cor unier oath, to any representative of the
United States zovernment $hat you were & student in the

Unite3d Stutes =nd were not employed juring the perici from
195 to 1929%" resd to witness by reperter.) A 1 4o not

ITEMESHMDET .
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7 MR. DONEGAN: &g it is apparent to “he zrani

/ jury, t:is witnese will be necessarily before the grand

. : jury egein. I understund fue grand jury is mseting
/ Tuesday of next week. Tuesday of next week is October

%rd. If the ”Ofemdﬂ will instruct this wistness before

Wooneinuing @naer subpoena &nd

m&ﬂ 20
mus % dpyeaf%befofg'ﬁﬁgg Sl gﬁi? w Gber 3rd, I will

approcizte 1t. SCOF B L L4
b ' TEE FOREMAN: You are«snillvuéﬁer subpoena ani

14 grani _ju #
he grani 3 QY &@

‘3 ~ ' youzre to appear here again Cctober 3r3 at 10:45 a.m.

BY MF. DONEGAR:
¢ Do you understand Shait . 4 Yes, I 3o.

¢ You understsnd that you &re under sn clhligation

ks 5o be in this room next Tuesday? A I understani. May I
agk & point ¢f information?

{

¢ Yes. 4 To what degree am I Dbound ' secrscy?

¢ You are not bound tpo secrecy &s to your own
testimony before this grand jury. You can digcuss your

testimony with your atvorney. 4 Mpy I 3iscuss 1% with

wy wifef
& I cannct ingtruct you cn that. I willleave thar

%( up *u yeu, cubt you have she right %o Ziscuse your teetimony

with your atsorney wnd your attorney czn zivise you as 3o
whether you may discuss 1% wisth your wife or anybody else.

& A1l right.

Gfi

§ You are excused and youwe $to be here next Tuﬁsﬁay,'
do youunde nit & Yes. (WITNESS EXCUSED)






