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September 20 t 1950

Re~John Doe

lPres~~~~d by Thomas J. Donegan)

Vago

o seA R J 0 H N V AGO called as a witness,

having first been duly sworn by the Foreman,

testified as follows:

BY MR. DONEGAN:

Q Mr. Vago, my name 1s Donegan. I am a S~1al

Assistant to the Attorney General. This 1s a F deral
o

Grand Jury sitting in the Southern District of New York.

Do you underste.nd that? A Yes.

Q You a.re here 1n response to a subpoena, 1s

that correct? A Right.

Q With reference to your appearance before

this Grand Jury, have you consulted an attorney? A Yes.

dress?

~ Will you g1ve us his name and business ad­

A Arthur B-a-l-y - - I am sorry; that's right -

B-a-l-1-Y. I do not know his address exactly; it is some­

where on Lexington Avenue.

Q Is it in New York City? A Yes.

A Some-Q Do you have an idea of tre street?

Where 1n the Grand Central district.

~ Now, the Grand Jury would be interested 1n

having some 1nformation on your background, so 1n your

own words, very briefly, tell them where you were born,

what education you had, and where you have been working.

A I was born in Budapest, Hungary, on February 27,1898.

I finished my schools in BUdapest - high school and c

education. I received my degree from the University of
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Budapest. At the end of 1924 I em1grated to this country.

Q. What was your specialty, what degree diel you

receive? A Structural engineering.

Q You are en engineer? A Yes~ I am a struc-

tural engineer.

Q Go e.head. A I arrived in this country i~

1925. Then I spent some time in various offices; all of

them I don't remember any more.

Q. You worked a,s a structural engineer? A Yesl

I worked as a structural engineer in various offices, doing

architectural and structural work.

Q Now, did you attend any school 1n this country

A For a short period I took a short course at Pra.tt.1n-

st1tute 1n 1925.

Q Was that an engineering course?

When did you become a cltizen7 A

A Yes.

In '39 .•
1n September.

Q In the Southern District of New York? A Yes

Q Right in this bUilding? A Not in this build

1ng, but in Washington Street - 641.

Q Are you ma~r1ed? A Yes, I am.

Q Is your wife a cit1zen? AYe s, she 1 s •

Q Where wa.s she born? A Also in BUds.pest.

children.

Q Do you have any children? A I have two

Q, \fus. t age? A Twelv~ and four and a half.
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Q Wow, do they attend school?

Q TNhere do they go to school?

Junior High School.

Q, Where? A In Rego Park.

Q Have you made any trips outside of the United

Ste.tes since you arrived here? A Ye.s. I made one trip

to visit my family.

~ In Hungary? A Yes.

'Q What date? A I returned to this country in

January, 1933.

Q. You left when? A I left in 1929.

Q And you returned in '33? A Yes.

Q You were 8.\'18Y appro xlmately four years?

A Something like that.

Q When were you marr1ed? n In 1928.

1ater.

Q Did your wife go With you? A No, she came

Q When you went back to Hungary your wife did

not accompany you, 1s that right? A No, she did not.

Q And when did she go to Hungary? A In 1932.

Q. .So thp., t you were in Hungary from '29 to •32

a,lone J 1 s that' right? A Yes.

Q And she stayed over until B33?

rlgh t.

~ And she came bsck wlthyou?

A That IS

A That's right.

Q When did she become naturalized? A In '31.
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Q. Do you know an 1nd1vidual named Harry Gold?

A I met

A Yes.

~ When d1d you first meet Mr. Gold?

Mr. Gold somewhere around early in 194?

Q Describe to the jury where. A At my place of

work.

Q What were the circumstanoes) who introduced you

to him? A Mr. Brothman.

Q Was Mr. Gold at that time working for Mr.

Brothman? A He was to be employed by the firm.

~ Now, in order that we may get first things

f1rst, when did you meet Mr. Brothman? A I met Mr. BrO~UHj~U

some time around 1943, the early part of ·43.

~ And how did you meet him, what were the c1r ­

cumsts,nces? A I was working on 42nd Street for a.n archi­

tect, and he celled me up. He needed the serv1ces of a

structural engineer, 'a.nd someone recommended me to him, so

he oS.lled me up to perform some structural engineering

services, which I did forthwith.

Q I would like to interrupt for a moment J: 1..[r.

Vago. You se,ld you have consulted a lawyer w1th reference

to your appearance before this Grand Jury? A Yes.

Q Did your lawyer expla1n to you your rights

in appearing before th1s Grand Jury? A That's right.

~ I take it that he explained to you that you

have the right to refuse to answer any question which
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AYe S , that t ~incriminate or degrade you - 1s that right?

right.

Q Did you continue to work tor Mr. Brothman for

a period of time? A From th$t time that was one

job I had done for him; he needed a structural englneer l s

services for a project he was engaged in; and from that

.time on we met for lunches periodically, irregularly, and

later on, some time in (44) he approached me with a propo­

sition of Joining him in a venture, setting up a chemical

and engineering consulting office, and he invited me,

describing the prospects 1n very favorable terms, snd asked

me whether I would leave my particular special field.

Finally, late 1n 1944, he approached me to the

materialization of this proposition, and we set up the

organiza.tion.

Q And you went to work for him? A I went to

work as a partner.

Q, Do you know Miriam Moscotii tz? A Yes.

Q And where did you meet her? A She was em­

ployed by the orga.niza.tion late in 1944 or early '45 , as a

·secretary.

Q Mr. Vago, are you at the present time, or have

you ever been, a member of the Co~~un1st Party~ A I wish

to decline that answer.

~. On what grounds? A On const1 tut10nal grounds

that it might incriminate or degrade me.
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Q When you went to Hungary - - a.nd I think you

said it was 129 - - A Yes 129, .
~ - - where did you obtain your visa? A I was

not a citizen then.

~ You didn I t approach th e Embassy? A No.

Q Not the Hungarian Emba.ssy'l A Yes, I did.

I had a Hungaria,n pas sport.

Q You were traveling on a Hungarian passport?

A Yes.

Q Had you at tha,t t1me filed your declarat10n

of intention' A No.

Q You had not? A No.

Q You d1dn 1 t file your declaration of intention

until you returned from Hungary? A That's right.

Q At that time hAd your \1ife filed her declara-

. t10n of intention?

Q Yes.

A At that time?

A Yes, she d1d.

Q So you had no occasion to approach any repre­

sentEltlve of any foreign Government at that time in this

coun~ry, 1s that right?

Q.. When you returned from Hungary; were you in

contact with any representative of any fore1gn Government'

A NJ. o.

Q Have you ever been in contact with any off1

~ I am talking about an official, consul J embas

or anything of that sort. A No.
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of any foreign government, up to this date? A No.

Q Where are you employed at the present time?

A At the present time I am employed on a professional

basis by Mr. Aronow, who in turn is consulting eng1neer

for a real estate concern~

Q Do you know an ind1vi dual by the name of Sol

Fanschel? A Yes.

Q Was he employed by Brothman? A Yes, he was

an employee of Brothman.

~ When have you last seen or talked with him?

A Maybe a few weeks ago.

Q .When were you first interviewed by Special

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation? A I be­

lieve it was 1n May.

~ Now, have you had any oonversation with Mr.

Fanschel concerning the questions asked of you by the

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation? A Yes.

I Just told him that I was being questioned in this oon­

neotion with Brothman.

Q D1d you tell him what questions were asked?

A In a general way.

Q Did he ask you for that information, or did

you volunteer it? A I just told him what developed,

thinking that he would be as a person interested.

Q Did he tell you that he hpd been questioned

by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation?
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A Subsequently I think he mentioned it.

Q D1i he mention it on that occasion when you

volunteered the information to him that you had been?

A No.

~ Where did you meet him when you had that con-

versa.tlon? A I happened to know where he works, and I

called him up.

~ Vas that the purpose for which you called him

up? A Yes.

And when had you seen him previously?

Q

Q

To tell him about that? A Yes.

A Pr-

·viously I hadn' t seen him sinoe he was leaving the employ

of Brothman.

Q Have you told him that you have received a

subpoena to appear before this Grand Jury? A No.

Q Have you had any conversat1on with h1m 000-

cerning your appearance before this Grand Jury? A No.

eral Bureau of Investigation asked you whether you were

Now, if you don't understandlng before a Grand Jury?

~ Did you tell him that the A~ents of the Fed-

I
present with him and some other individuals, including I
Brothman and Gold, during the course of which meeting

there was a discussion concerning Gold and Brothman appearl
I.

I
that question, because it 1s a long question, I will be i

glad to break it up. A It is very involved, but I think I
I can answer it - - no, I never attended such a meeting. I

--------'-- ---~--- --~----------------~- --~---"--i
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Q Well, perhaps you misunderstood my question

because of its length. Did you tell him that the Agents

questioned you about such a meeting? A I didn't tell him

beca.use I don't rece.ll that they questioned me about such a

meeting.

Q Have you at any time, under any circumstances,

ever had any conversation with Gold, Brothmau, or any other

individuals, concerning the appea.rance of Gold and Brothman

before a. Gra.nd Jury? A No.

Q Have you at a.nytime, under any circumstances,

overheard any conversation, either of Gold, Brothman, or

any other individ.uals J concerning their appearance before a

Grand Jury? A No, I have not.

Q Have you at any time ever had any conversation

with anybody concerning Brothman being engaged 1n espionage

activity? A No.

~ . Have you a. t any time - - and I wi sh to point
it,

out to you, if you don't clearly understand/that I mean from

your first conscious moment up to this minute right now,

sitting in the Grand Jury chair - - have you at any time

ever ha.d any conversation with anybody concerning Gold being

engaged in espionage activity? A No.

Q Now, Mr. Vago 1 I think you are not taking suf-

ficlent time to listen to my questions and to g1ve them some

thought. It is very important that you carefully listen to

the questions; if you don t t understand them~ say that you
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don't, and you can have them re-read until you fully under­

stand them, because while you are here you are testifying

under oath - - you understand that? A Yes.

~ And you 8.re subject to the laws of perjury,

or any other viola.tion. A I understand.

Q I think you are overlooking the fact that you

undoubtedly must have had some conversation concerning the

arrest of Brothman, which appeared 1n the newspapers; or

the arrest of Gold, which appeared 1n the newspapers.

A Oh, I ~~ sorry, I misunderstood the meaning of your

questions. Of course. since it appeared 1n the press,

and since people knew I was connected. with Brothman, natu­

rally there was some oonversation; but that does not mean

to imply that I knew about their a.ctivities.

~ I am trying to phrase my questions so that

you will not be oonfused. A Please rephrase them.

Q Have you had any conversation with anybody ­

and I will limit the time, since the arrest of Gold, con­

cerning his espionage activities? A Yes.

Q Now) will you name those people. A I could

not name them all. Of course, my wife and members of my

family, and some friends who knew of my business connec­

tion.

Q Now, let us leave out the members of your

family and let us leave your wife out. How about the ot

people? A I could offhand list a whole list of my pe:r"""'&'l__
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fr1ends, because there is qu1te a likelihood, after I had

been connected with the firm for four years - -

Q Have you had any conversation with Miriam

~~oscow1tz? A No.

Q Did you consu.lt any attorney or anybody else ­

and when I say nconsulttU I mean somebody you go to for

advice - - have you consulted anybody for advice, whether

1t 1s an attorney or somebody else - - maybe it is a per­

sona.l friend that you m1ght go to and ask for advice

since the arrest of Brothman or Gold? A Yes; my attorney

Q Have you consulted anybody else, besides your

attorney? A No.

~. When did you first consult your attorney - ­

mind you, I a.m not asking ypu what you said to him, or what

he advised you or what you asked him - - I am just asking

you, when did you first consult your attorney? A It must

have been Just around the time after the arrest of Mr •

. Gold.

Q That was before the arrest of Mr. Brothman?

A Thatis r1 gh t •

Q Did ~~ybody inform you that, prior to the ar­

rest of Brothman or Moscowltz - - d1d anybody inform you

that Brothman was appearing before a Grand Jury? A No.

Q Did you have any ~~owledge that-he was appear­

ing before a Grand Jury? A Not except what I read in the

newspapers.
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~ Did anybody - - and I will include Brothman or

Moscowitz or anybody else - - communicate with you concern-

ing their appearanc e before a Grand Jury? A No.

Q Or concerning them being interviewed by Specla~

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation? A No. I

wish to mention that I separated from Brothman and his

organ1zGl.t1on after a deep-going break - - a personal and

business break 1n June, 1948, which was legally con­

cluded through the assistance of my attorney a year later;

it was concluded 1n an agreement ofseparatlon. Ever

our break, I have never met anyone of them, or any inter­

mediary.

Q Is that the same s,ttorney that you consul ted

at the present time? A Yes.

Q Since your break, which I be11eve you informed

the F. B. I. you had wi th Bra thman, have you ha.d a.ny con­

tacts Wittl Miriam Moscowltz? A None whatsoever.

Q Or with Brothman's wife? A Neither.

Q Now, have you ever heard from any source what­

soever that Brothman or Gold had reoe1ved an award fl"'om

the Soviet Unlon~ A No.

Q, We s tha.t question asked of you by the F. B. I.

A Yes. That was the first time I heard about it.

Q. You M.d never hee.rd of tha t beforei A Never

heard of it before.

Q Did you have any conversations with any of the
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employees of Brothman's firm concerning either Brothman or

A No.Gold receiving an award from the Soviet Union?

Q Did you hs.ve any conversations with anybody

else J excluding employees of Brothman's firm, ~bout Brovuu~,4.

or Gold receiving an award from the Soviet Union? A No.

Q And do you understand what I mean by Hawardu?

I mean a medal or any kind of recognition. A Yes, that's

right.

Q You have been employed by the Government, Mr.

A Yes.

Q When were you first employed by the

A It W8.S in the middle of 1938. I was employed by the

then Procurement Division, which later became the Public

BUildings Administration.

A JUROR: We can't hear you.

THE WITNESS: That was the Procurement Divi­

s10n, which was later transferred to another.

department, under the name of Fublic Buildings

Administration.

Q Where were you employed? A In viash1ngton.

Q And 1I'1hat was your grade and. your salary?

A l~y gre_de was What wa.s called E-3, at thirty-two hundred

dollars So year.

~ And what was your technioal classification?

A I believe it was called Assistant Engineers but I am

not absolutely sure of that.
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~ I think you have already stated it, but I have

forgotten - - what da~I~~~'~U start that employment with

the Government? A Jd¥!{~6n;~~jt-L~~"~0'the exact date. It was
:r .EC t':, (~.,; ,gf':

about June or July OfS'~~i{f'

Q And-how long were you so employed? A About

a year and a half. I believe it terminated in December,

1939. The appropr1at1onsfor the work I was employed on

expired.

Q Now, with reference to that employment, was

that a, civil service pasi tlon - did you take an examination?

A No, I did not.

mission has some term which implies a rating being given

on the bas1s of record and exper1ence, Without an examlna-

(CONTINUED BY LB)

Q Did you fill out an application form? A Later I

on, in th e cour se of my employment, I d1d make an appl1cs t10J

form, a socalled they had eome - the Civil Serv1ce com-I

I
i

I
t1on.
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Q Were you subsequently employej oy tbe U. S. Govern­

ment a.fter the termination of that employment? A Yes, after

the termination I WaS employeJ in the War Departmen~,

~uartermaster Corps.

Whe re was tha t1 Ala., lD Washi ngt on, D. C.

When jid you start that employment? A On the same

m01ith.

~ What type of work were you jo~pg? A Struotural

6,ngineer'ing jesigning, reinforce;1 concrete -- in gene.~a1."

on strue tuxhl :ies'lgn ..

Q How long :jia you keep that job? A I:resignedfrOT11

that ~oo in May 1941 ..

Q That was a period of how many years, approximatrty?

A Al together a.nother year ani a half ..

Q Were yousmployeu after that by the Government?

A No; then I returnejto New York.

Q Why :iia you res1gn that job? A Beoauee the

prospects were '\Tery good in New York for employment; 1n

private in:Jus try.

Q In reference to your War Department job, was tha t

civil servi ce1 A No; that was the same tV'j)e of job as the

o'ther one.

Q You fill out an applioation form? A That I cannot

tell for sure in wtlicb period it was. I jo know that I di3

:file an app11ehtion fOI'm for this unlistej or unClassified,

I ao not knlw, some klnj, I jo not recall the term,

,6xamination,.\l'JLi-ch was an examination purel 'basej on
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Q On the application form ji J you 5i ve backgroun:i "

concerning yourself ",nj activities? A Yes. I
Q, 'the fact that you were a naturalize;:! ci t1zen an; I

so forth? AYeS-I.I

Q Prior to you filling out the appl~cat1on form for I

eithel one of those two Government positions were you a

member of the Oommunist Party? A ! wish to :iecline to

answer thar. question on Qcnst1tU'fj1onal groun::ia that 'it mlglat

i norlminate and ~ egra je me.

Q Di d the appl1 oa tioe form tha 1j you fi lIe d out -- that

you majec;ut -- ask the question ?s to whether you belong

to any organization? A Iwouljn t t be sure. I 30 not be11eve

there was such a questlon 1n that form.

Q. \rYas tha t applica 'Cion form maje out w1 tb an affi5a 1ft.

or an oat111 A I Jun,1 t remember tha t ..

Have you seen any Governmenv

haj askej a ~uestion of tha~ type?

formsseen any Gove~ent app11c~tion

I

apPl1~~tion.,for:e, ,Wb,iQ.t'
F" I :iO~.i t thlnk I have .

!I
ever since, anj I can't I',

answerthq t question because 1 ~u~'n' t k •.... ,now.

Q With reference to -- I beJ1eve you state:! theyeax

before anj I h&ve foxyotten it "b
o ' -- you ecame na tura11ze~ wha.,t
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year? A 1939- I

Ii hi or to the t 1me tha t you Oecame na tuxs11 ze:3. the ~ 1

lS, taken an oatb as a UnitejStates cltizen, haj you been a l
mem. re1' of the Communist Party? AI jecline to answer that

quee tion un 0nns tl tutional g1'ounjs, ~h8..t it m1gh t incrlm1nat

a oj degrade me.

Q At the time you became a 01 t1zen and ·took the oath

as a 01 tizen in 1939, were you at that time a member of

Ccmunun1st Party'? A I wlsh to jecline to answex that

on the Cb ustltutiionCil grounas that it rr:lgb;~ inc,riminate annl

degraje me.

MR. DONEGAN: Mr. ~oreman, the grand juxyt s time

is running out anj there is qui te a b1 t -- the

is qUIte lengthy, of this Witness -- ~nj since it is

S'uch an important matter I wou1j appreciate it if you

as Foreman of the granJ jury would instruct him t1'lat

he is to oontinue unjex SUbpoena anj that he is to be

'back, to appe&r before this grand jury at the next

sessi on of the gran.:l ;j ury J Which I believe is Wednes:Iaw

September 27th, at 10:45 a.m.

THE FOREMAN: :01.:1 you hear that? You are to appee1>

here a week from toj.. To.:!a, is the 20th anj that wi!

be SePt ember 27th, <:< t 10:45 a.rLl., ~
1. or fux ther e.xamlna ti

anti yoU o.xe still under SUbpoena.

MR. DONEGAN: Youunjerstan~ that, that y au are
unjer SUbpoena tOct has been Servej

on yoU an. oj yotl mu.s~
apl~ar here next Wejnesjay. jo you

~ unjexs tanj that?

I

I

I
I

I,
.(
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THE WITNESS: Yes.

KR. DONEGAN: Youare excusej for tojay.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)



Li-l Sept. 27, 1950 Vago '}014

still unjer oath.

BY MR. DONEGAII:

~'HE FOREM.A.i~: You will remeILber', sir, you are

an amenjment to my testimony maje lhst week.

I
I
J
I·

I

v ~ GO, rechllej.JOE. K

TEE WITNESS: Yes. Mr- Foreman, I wish to make

o s 0 If. R

Q Well, since you te~t1fiej before the grand jury

on September 20th, 1950, hc..ve you c9nsulteti someboJ,y

concerning yourtes 'timonyr I.i My attorney.

Uow you s ta te you wish to make an arner.d:ment!

Yes.

f

t
~ "

I
Q. Di d your atitorne,y a,jv1se. you to make an amenumel1t? J

¥

A He :"i5 not ajvise. I wish to mf;l.ke an amerl51nent. I Cheo~'e,~
1

with him wh~er it is proper. ,
~ . l

Q Mf; you a::l::hng sumething to the testimony you ga~rl

,,/ A N0, I wi ,$ h to a1 tel' 1 t . I

Q I want to advise you that the testimony which you

something anj my at~orney ajvise~ me that it m~y be proper

All right.

to amend. it.if I ctm allowed

..... .r;> f..'1continue the ques~~on1ng o~ you i ret.

ga ve to this g:ranj jury unjer oa th s tanns. I n other words ~

if you want to fur ther explain your tell timony, or if y\Ju '1,1
want to supplement your testimony A No. I jlscovered

!
I
I
!

Q I w;J.nt toques tion you. Before you lea,Te the gxandl
!

jury :room here this morning the :?:ran:i jury will allow you anI
i

opportunity tu say what you want to say, but I wou15 like t~,
'1
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H8.ve you ever haj any jifCtlss10n or talk with

Have you ever haj Clny '3iscussion or talk wi th

A No.

it. No.

I wish to jecl1ne to snswer thisConll119-n1 f t Party1

Q .Mr- V&go~ ha.ve you ever cont:r1butej .:::,ny money 1';0 th~

I
I

question on Oonst-;itut1onal groun:is, tha~ it mlghll lnCT1minatr
\ .

I,
i
f
!
I
f
I

Q Mr. Vago, you testified unO-ex oa th before thls I
grand j uxy on September' 20th, 1950 that you left the United I
States in 1929 anjwent to Hungary, an:) that; you "were oUt ofl

Abraham Erothman concerning the Oommunist Party?

and jegraJe me-

Miriam M.oskowi tz concerning tbe Oommunis t Par ty"?

the 001 tei States until January of 1933. Now, I would like

you to furnish this gran~ jury wi th information concerning

your enl;:ry into the Un1 r.ej States, your original entry into

the Un1tej States. You entered the Un1tiej States in 1924,

is that r1ght? A '25.

what month? A January-

i.i In January 1925, and a t what port :lid you arrive?
,

ii New York.

~ Do you recall the nhme of the ship? A We left

Hamburg -- Mongol1a. 'l'hat was 8. sbip of the Eamburg-·

America.n Line.
Q On what basis jij yuu cuter? Dij you enter as a

8 tujsntr A Yes.

C For how lon2: a pe:rio·j of t."i YVl'=>, "'.r I
-." ~ .&. ......., ;;. am sorry, I d1 j

not get: that.
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How long a perio:1 of tIlme were you allowed to stay

in the Un1tej States! A That I jo not remember. I believe

it was for the juration of my being a stu:Ient.

~ Where were you going to be a s tu~en t? A At

Ann AI' bor.

Din you go to Ann Arbor? A No, I 1id not.

A For one session
I
I
I
I

A Yes.

~nj I aske5 them to permit -- where I

Fox how lorig a period of time were you employed?

Then were you employej?

to exchange

Approximately how mt.1.ny months? A I :10 not know; fr:O'

Q What kina of a caurse 51j you state you were

to take is. t Ann Arbor'! A Structural engineer.

Q Where :iia you 1501 A! went to Pratt Institute.

entry.

1iWO or three months.

'~~ Then dij you advise Imm1gra tion '=ind Na tux8.1iza tion

that you were going to Pra~t Institute? A I :10 not remember

whether ! ji.:1, but I :i1j oommunicate wi tb Ann Arbor

permit I j0 not remember now.

~ .b. nd you a t-cenjej Frat u how lcng'(

.A Oc,ntinuously.

Q Continuously until what year? A That is the point

where I wish to make the amenjment.



Vago

Q You answeJimy questJ.ons now. Unt~I Vitia.'!; year?

if. Until 1932 •

Q Until 19321 A YeS.

Where were you employe~? A Fixst ! was emploYR~

vrith an architect Db.mej Felson.

of Eigb.th hvenue; I ttJink it WB.S r.he Fiske BUi15ing.

You testifie~ thetJ you left the Unitej S::ates in

A About a yeaI'.

Then 1 worked with

A That was the corneT

A That i s the S UDj ec t

A Right.

ship 51 j you lee,;.ve?

That was abOuti 1926'(

How lo~g jlj you work for him?

Do you recall the ajjress?

~here was be locatej? A Tha~ time it was on 57th . I

I
i
~
i,
!

I
I

I
I

,{
~

~
On vvha'l';

~ b.n~ then weere 1ij you work'?

the Wbi te Cons truction Oompo.ny.

Street.

of U1y propose:i amenimen;.

words, then the answe:r'iS Yes.

A Well, if you wish to put it in thosetea \71 fy ftilsely1

1.

1

When youtestlf1e~to this gran!i jury on september I

20th, 1950 that you left the Unite:i States in 1929. 1i:i you!
1
I

I
~ In other worjs, you cummitte1 perjury when you

testifie~ that you left the Un1tej States in 19291 A I

wouljntt put it in those wqr5s~ Mr. Attorney.

Q Mt~~ Vago, will you please ,newer my questions? I

wi 11 Tea:) your tee tiimo!fY. II Q. Have you ma:ie any trips

outs:.t J6 of the Uui te5 Statee 81 nee you arrivej here'? A Yes ..

I maje one trip to visit my family. Q In Hungary? A Yes



Q What ~ate1 A I returnej to this country in January 1933·

A I left in 1929· Q Anj you returnen

in 19331 A Yes. ~ You were away approximately four years?

1i Somet.~ing like that. let When were you marrien7 A In

1928 • Q Di:J. youx wife go with y.ou? .f.. No; she came later. I
Q When you wen t back to Hungary your wife :11 n not accompany

you, is 'that r1gh;! A No, she 511 not. ~ When :li5 she go

.1 to llungary? il. In 1932 • i.< So tha 1> ypu were in Hungary froll!

l 1929 to 1932 alone, is that; right? A Yes. 1i

!
t

I Was the.!i t es timony you ga ve before this grand jury trlile

or fale e"t ! might r eml nj you, Mr. Vaga, as I remi nfiefi you I
I

on the 20th of this month when you testified oefore this graif~

, j lU"y previously, that you have the right to refuee to answer II

any ,~uesticns in this grand juxy if t~e ?,nswers might . ...
• i I

incriminate or 1egraje you, 2..n:l you have in:ticatei that yoa. J

a"re fully aware of too r. right since you have alreatly refusei

to answer some questions on the. t grounj, that they might

incriminate or :iegra:1e you. So wi th that in min:! I will

repeat that, question. (Question, flWas tl:ia-s testimony you

gave before this grand jury true ox false'?!' reaj to the

wi tness. ) fA It wasn I t true J tlll't I li1i;;t ie t ha t tee t1mony

was not 5eliberate falsehooj.

A ItYouxanswer is that tesli1ruony was .false?

.... .L
i
I
I

I
I lam not asking yl'U 'hethe!' it wa.s 5eliberate or !

!

The gr~nj jury heard your testimony anj your testimony I
IDc.tteT of recor5. I am asking you, was that testimony I

not.

is a
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you 6ave before this grand jury on September 20th false?

A It wB.S.

Q When :lid you Wo:rk for the V. hi te Cons truc~ion

Oompany'? A From 1926 to 1932 , y,;ith one in terrupt1on.

~ You worke5 for the White Construction Company

until December of 1932, isn't that correct? A Oorrect.

n .And the fact is that you Temaine:i in the Uni ted
'\'..

States in an illegal status until 1932, is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q ~nd your testimony to this g:rand jury that you left
~

the United States in 1929 was false, isn1tthat: correot?
to.

A Rigbt.

At':\ha t time were you a member of the Goxnmun1st

Party'? A I wish t·o jecllne to b.nswerthal~ ques tlon on the

Oonstitutional grolll1j tha t i't fLight incr1mina te or degrade

me·

Q When was the It;tst time you were in WashingtOn,

Mr.Vago? A In 1941.

\,;~ 1941r 11 Ne, tho. t wa s I thi nk a year la ter 1 my

wife paid a visi ~ to E',ome fr~enjs ctn:i I went there 'to bring

them back.

~ You test1fiej las~ Wejnesjay that you have had no

contaots with any representa~ives of any foreign ;;overn­

ments. I will reaj the question ann ~nswer th~. was ~8ked

you at tlH.it 'Gime. ll~ When you returne:i from Hungary l":ere

you in contact wi th b.ny representative of c.ny foreign 2.:overnl-
-~ I

ment'i A 110. Q. I am talking about an offic1::'tl consul,



or embassy, or anyttling of that sort? A Nc. Q. Have you

ever been in contact with any officlal of any foreign

~SO vernmen t up to this ja teO? r. Ne. 11 Is the ~ t.ee t imony

true?

''\, Is 1 t true anj jo you tell this granfi jury unjer

oath, as you have t;estif1ed to ~veryth1ng else, that you have

had no con tae tis in any In<j.nner wba tsoeV61' wi th any repre-

santatlves of any foreign ~overnment wi~hin the last five

years? A Tha tIs true"

Ji'R" DONEGA1~: ! sugges t we excuse this wi h" ....,,..,"'"'

at th1s time for a stort perio! of time.

THE FOREMAN: You are excuse~.,

(WITNESS EXCUSED)

(The wi tn6sS, Oscar John Vago, was later recalled.)

PI! MF. PON,E GAN :

Q. You will remember, Mr. Vago, that you are still

continuing unjer ooth. A Yes.

Q Have you ever been on the steamship which was
,

known 8.8 the Con te fIi Savoia'r A Yes.

When were you on board? A On my trip returning to

the Uni tej Sta tee •

~" When was tha t1 A The. twas .on the firs t days of

January, 1932 •

Q When? A 1933, 1 mean.

January.

Now you. say you. Callie into the Unitej States in 1933J
t
~
i

What month?



~ January 1933 on the Conte ji Savoia? A Yes.

~rriving in New York? A YeS.

~ About what Jater A It must have been the last

V~'here 11:1 you boar~ the Conte :ii Savoia? A In

of December or firs t jays of JalflU8.l"¥.

Q Yos cannot fix it more jefinitely than tbat?

A !t might hhve .been the fiI'~l'S of Janj),axy, I am not sure.

'Q. Tha t was at Genoa, Italy, ¥)~u boax.jed tl;;.at? A
'.

Q, Bow long hau you been in Genoa"t. Italy, prior to the

time that you boar:ied t;lle Conte:!i Savoia'? A Two jays.

Q 7~ber e were you previous to tbat? A Pl"evious to t

I think we 8 topped 0ver at Triest.e for one jay.

':. fs.n5 before Trieste, where were you? A In Venezia _

Venice.

;~ How long wexe you in Venice? A Two or tmxee days.

Before Venice? A I was in Budapes t.

~ Where jiJ you spen:l Chris tmaB 1932 1 A Tn Budapest.

How long befo!'€: Christmhs of 1932 ha:1 you been in

Budapest? A Abou~ three weeks.

~ So you were in BUdapest on ox about Deoember 10th,

is that correct? A SUf!k-thing like that ..

~ 7,hen jij yOll B.r.1'ive a.t Buji:.tpest? A At that time, om.
I

tl1a'lj jay ..

'''tt'~. he. t jay" A I mehn, tha t same time.

~ Give ~e approximate jate in Decemb·~r.. ..., A .Arounf.l the
10th of December.. I
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Q Whexe haj you. been pl'eVl. oue to your &1'1'1 val in

BujapeB~1 A I haj been on my way from the Uniteo States to

You jo not know! A I j) not remember ..

A The Rex.

That I jon't remertl,ber.A

I
~ Let's go ~ck slowly to when we got into BUJapest I

tha t time. Where:1i::l you ",rri ve in Europe when you wen t to I
I

Bu!lapest, what party ... It reUS t have been Genoa, DeCi9.use 1I,.

-ant to the SQIDe steamship oompany. 1
\11 1

eitherQth:h;:r~:::l:1:;: ~:a::c~:~:n::e:h:t::::?::la;s ::O::vemoL
I
!
I

Q. Were you in the Uniteii States Thanksgiving of 1932 '11
i
I
I

~ Wha tshlp jiii you sail on when you left the United !
t
:i
iSta tes'r

Q Rex, of the Italian Line? A Rex of tbe Italian

Line, the sallie company.

Q From what port in the United Sta tee? A From

New York.

''I.'(. Were you alone? n No; I was wi th my vdfe ..

Q Your wi fe was wi th you'? A Yes.

She also sailej on the Rex. Un:l.er what name ~i 3

you seil? A Unjer my own name.

~ That's Oscar John Vago?

is not ex&ctly the same.

In Hun.garian my name

l
1

I

I
I ·
I
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~ TNe 11 , give i t as i twas. b. In Hungarian my

name is Vago Oszkar (spellej by witness).

~ Anj you usej that spelling when you took passage

h Yes, beoause that is tbe way my nBIDe is

spel1G:1.

~ Did yvu use the. t spelling? A Yes.

'<t Lis ten to my quee tiona. If you 50 not uUJerstand

them ask to have ttlem repea tej, but 'lllease gi ve an ;~\nswer

them. Had you usej that spelling Cit' your na,me wrdle you

were in the Un! tej States-j A No.

Q That was tbe fiI'S t time -in the Uni te:l Sta tee the. t

youusej that spelling of your n~~,me'f A Yes.

Q ADd yuU say you saile:i from New York to Genoa?

A Yes.

Q You went from ,Genoa to BUJapest? A By train.

Q Ani you say i t ~'laS the la tte~ part of November

or tbe fiI"st pCU't of Deoember 1932 toat you left Nev~ York?

1'i Yes.

~ Now wi th reference to Thanksgi'V"1. ng, haven I t you

rec011ection as to whether you were in New lark City

gi.ving 19327 A I ho.ve no j1rect recollection, but I just

jU:ige because I cuuljn't tLink of O,ny othe.!' place I coulti

have been.

Have you talkeB with your wife concerning When

left the Unitej States 00 ~he Rex in 1932t £ I jij

that question.



i ­
i

I
I
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r, Have YGU talked with your wife concerning the time'->..

you laft the Unitej States? v:11 en ?

, /wl fe C~ t r-h8, t: t: 1me?

Q At any time. f. Yes.

arrival on the Conte 01 Savoia in 19331

a I cou15n't tell.

Right.A

A Rigbt.

ji Savoia?

Yes.

er re cent t1m.es'r

Then you went to Budapestan;i stayed in Bu:lapest

On the ConteQ

Q

Unitej States Thanksgiving of 19327

for three weels?

t bat time?

aI'xi ve~ January 1933r

Q Has she anY l'eoollection of v.rIlether you were in the,l
I',
!

'I
I
I

I
I
~Q Anj came ~ck to Ghe Unitej States. You said you ~

I
~
!

Q Dij you advise the Naturalization Service that YOUr
•

baj been out of the territorial limits of the Unite! StatesJ
~
i

that is, th~t you ba~ been in Europe from 1929 to your i

A No J I have notjl
QDifi you advise the FBI tha t you had -been outsije 0

the Unitetl States fl'om 1929 until 19331 A.At v,hat l;il1le? A~

I
I

Q Dii you inform the FBI that you bai been outsiie Q4
tbe Unitej States at any t'irne from 1929 to 19337 A YeS. !

( Q Did you evex aJvise the FB! that you h83 been in

the Uniteo States fxvm 1929 ~G either the latter part of

Novembex or the early p&rt of December 19321 A ~10.

~ Reajing frolii Y'- ux tee ti many to this Federal grand

jury on September 20 th, 1950: fl Q Vlhen were you na rried?
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Was that bnsweryou gave to tha~ question in this

jury room unjer oath h false answer? A Yes.

not accompbuy you, is that right?

A No; she

A No, she 515 not."

~ Di d yell" wife 00 wi th you?

Q, When you went 'tack to Hungary your wife

A 1£1 1923.

came later.

Q. U Q So that you were in Eungary from 1929 to 1932

alone, is tba t righ tl. A Yes .. " Was that answer to that

queS tiOn in this grand jury :room on Sep tembeI' 20 th, 1950, a

faiBa answer? ~ Yes.

Q When was the las t time you \1;1exe in Washingtotl,

Mr- Vega? Ii I t U1US t have been samet ime in 1942 or

therealb uta.

Q Nineteen what? A t~2.

~ You haj not been in Wa.shington since 1942'[ A No.

~ h8.ve you talked with anybojy fl'om the White

Construotion Oompany within f;he past month? A No.

Q E-Ia.ve yuu talked with anybojy concerning your

employment wi to the Wh1 te Oons truction Campa ny sino e ,Y OU

appearej before this grand jury on Septem b3:r 20th, 19501

A ]~o.

Q Do Y OLl hGt ve b. bre; ther in Hungary that has an offi

position in the H~ngh:r1an government at the present time?

A Nc.

Q have you any relatives in Hungary who have any

positions in til.£: Euoga:rl::Ll government .8.t t;be present time?

A 'No.
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1

1
!
I

Q have you any rel&tives in Hungary who are in the

employ of ur &re members of the Oon~uni8t P0xtyr A I

couljn't tell -- &nSwer that question.

Q It seems to me to be a clea:r question. f:.. Well, I

can I t answer for r:.~y bl'otb.e~ 18 actions in Hungary to:la.y.

I am not ~s king ~TOU that..'· I am as king you as to

your knovvle5ge. I am not asking you a 1Jl!ut your brctber's

aotions- I am asking y~u. A To 'my knowlejge, no.

Q Have you been 4Jvised from Clny source whatsoever

that any of your relatives in Hungary are asaociat:e~ wi th.,

affiliated wi th, or members' of the Communist Party in.

,Hungary? A lJo.

~ Have you at a.ny time fu:rnished an~r information to

any representati vee of any gavel' nment C oncernil'lg your

relatives in Hungtiry? A No-

Q (Question read C1S abov~e to witness ~lt the request

of Mr. Donegb.n.)

Immigration anj Naturalization Service, that you were a

Have you ajvised any sovernment agency, incluj1ng

what kind of procejuxes I ful1owej, what! bad to :lo.
not remember at this time.

I
I

student in the Uni teo' States juring the entire period of tim1

from your ~rrival in 19E5 until 19291 A I JO not remember i
f
t

I :10 I
.~.

orally, LX unjer Oath,

Di5 you make ony stall etnents either in writing,Q
i
I
I
I
Ito any representative of the Un1 tej !

States sovernment that you were a student in the Unite5 Stat~s

I



Vega

anj we.re not employej Juring the perioj from 192 5 to 19291

A I:jo not remember, but I do not believe I 51:!, since I

paid inoQme tax juring the pel'iotl.

Q I jijn't hear that. A I pai5 my income tax

during that entire perioJ, I 50 not believe I maje that; I

30 not remembex.

Q Why:10 you say you pai j youx income tax juring

en tire perio jr .4. ! beg pax don 1

Q Why 50 you say the t, in response/to my ques tionr

A Because that woul~ infiicate I was employei.

t
j

the I

I
i
J
l

Q ~re yDU en.deu vorina; to tell t his jury ttlat if you

ji j ma.ke dny s tatemen ts to any go:vernment officials that

you were &. stujent, that they shoul:i have been put on

that you were not a

Thati is something! jD not un:lerstanj.

notice beoause you paij income i

I
\
j

f
Q I jO no t un:1erstlinn why you volunteered that you ;

paid youx income I~ax. Tba~ wf,sn' t tbe question I asked .••1
1

you. A ! jo not :z;em§tIlber. Flease reaj the question again I
I
~,

s tudent'f

an5 I will answer it again jireotly-

Q (Question, IlDij you make any st&.tements ei ther in
L

wri ting, or,ally, or unjer Oath, to any representative of th.e
t

Unitej 8t~tes government tha~ you were a stu5ent in the !

Unitej Stutes ~nj were not employej Juring the pexicJ from

re~j to witness by reporter.) A I 40 not

remember.

j
1

I,



I willleave that

Vago

MR. DONEGAN: as it is apparent to the gxanft

I ,cannot instruct you on ~hat.

illy vdfe?

A All right.

~ Yes. A To what degree a.m! ,bouno to seorecy?

Q. You are not, bouuj to secrecy as to YOUI' own

testimony before this grand jury. You can :1iscues your

testimony with your attoI'oey. A May I jisouss it w:tth

JaY MR. DONE GAl~ :

,

THE FOREMAN: You are, stil11u~1er subpoena an:!

you a re to appear here a.gain 00 to be:r 3r~ at 10 :45 a.m~

j u.ry, ttis wi tnes8 'willbe necessarily before the gran~

JUT}r again. I unjerstan:i the gxan~ jury is meeting

Tuesday of next week. Tuesjay of neAt week 1s October

3rd . If the Foreman will ins tI'uct tbis wi tUess before

~b.e granj "J,'u-q~~,.'" on~inu1ng~njer SUbpoena and
"*" r·· . .CJiJf .~''fJ ..D,' Y7' ~""~ ; ~

~,!,. ,'~..q~J"", it
roue tappeo.r"~beforY ,.7fIlW .....-. j j 1lg;'f ~,ober 3r 3 1 I wi 11

!

appr;.;cia t e 1 t. ScBfoi U'1J!UJL ~

up to you, Gut you h~ve the right to jiscuss your testimony

with yuur ~ttoInvy ~nj yuur ~ttorney c~n ajvise you as to

whetheT you 1l1b.¥ jiSCU88 it wi th your wife or anybo jy eise.

Q Do you un5S1stand that? ~A Yes, I jo.

Q. You unjex-stan:i that you are unjex an. 0 "Dllg8tion

to be in ttl.is room next Tuesday? A I unjeTs tanj. ll!ay I

ask a point of informatiiou'?

Q You are excus,ed an5 you 3?6 to be here next Tues
jo youunders tan:31 A Yes. (WITNESS EXCUSED)

'J
/

/
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