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us VB John Doe

Octo be:r 26, 1950 Surovell

ABRAHAM J . SUROVELL called as a

witness, having first been july swornby th.e Foreman,

testifiej as follows:-

BY MR. LANE:

Q Wi 11 Yi_ u gi ve me your ..f ull name an j, age '? A My

full name is Abraham Jacot Surovell. I am 30 years olj.

~ Your a3.jress? A 1102 46th St., southeas t,

Washiniton 19, D.. c.
Q And your employment'? A ParJoID.?

Q Your present employment. A I amself-employeii ..

Q Doing what? A I ha.ve a. drafting fi:cmcalled

a·enge tel' Surovel1 Associates ,Inc; I am the vice presije,nt~.

Q How many people JO you have working fer YOu.'l A At

present we have - ....

\e{ Well, rougnly; Elon I t give me exactly. A Nine peop~

.Q Axe you married? A Yes,s1r ..

Q How long have you been nU:lr:ried'1 A I have been

ma.rrie~ for eight years.

Q What is YOUI' wife's maiden name? A Her name is

Es tel" Shaick.-

Q Do yuu hBve any chiljren? A Yes,s1:r.

Q How many'! A T brae.

Q How oldY .bLne is ~; the other al"'etwins, 20 month-

old.. All boys.

~ Wnat sort of work jo you JO with ttls company of

yOl.11?S? Whom jo you work for? A We are a general firafting

J



Q A jraftsman? A Yes, sir.

Q What sort of jrafting :ii:i you flo? A Maps.

Q Maps of wha t'r What; sort of IDb.pS? Aa,t ()Jil~ y'ime

they were laxge scale maps to go into a. publication oalled

The Naval Air Pilot. I was then transferretJ from tha;;; an!
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oom~any. We can :10 any kinj of draf ti ngwak the. tis needed

and comrr:.eroial ax t work.

Q Were you employej in the Navy Department at one

time'f A Yes, sir.

Q How long ago was that? A I believe that I first

started at the Navy Hydrographic Office on February g,

it was t.he month of February; I believe it wa.s the elghth~

Q Bow long ji5you wok there?, A I enlisteu in the

Uniteu Sta tee N~vy on November 24th, 1942.. I donned a

fTa vyuniform -- I wonder if everyone can hear me?

Q Speak a little lou::ler. The aooustics aTe a 1i

poor here. A 1 jOined the Navy ,and was in uniform from·

Bo vembe:r 24, 19.42, but was reassigne3 taok to the tiesk I

hail had as a civilian to perform the Same 1utiesI was

performing. I staye'3 in uniform until February of 1942,

wben I was 01 soharged fI' om the NaVY an d went back to the

same job I ho.j 0 l:ta1neti wi th the NaVY. I stayed in that

job until June 30th, 1947·
Q What were your juties in the Eavy? A I was a

:iraftsman ..

put in charge of a publioation calle3 the Wea"her Summ'ary
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Q Di3 you JO any work for Naval Intelligence while

~ were there? A No, sir.

Q None at all? A No.

Q Where were you stationed while you were in the

service? A At the Unl teo St,ates NaVY Hy:irographic offioe

exoept for a very brief period, October 10th, 1945 -- I
/'

remembex the sate because it is my wedjing anniversary

and I was sent somehow to an office tha twas already in the

prooess of being jecommissioned. By the time I got there i

was just about :iecommissioneO;1 so I canle back in Novem1:er

the same year ..

Q Was tha t on tempoxary or~":iers or permanen t or:iersr

A I never was quite sure. They called i tro ta tion forman

there who haj been there for so long --

Q I know. Dij you go out on temporary orders or dia

you go out on permanent o:t':iers? A I am sure I mas t ha ve

gone on temporary oxjers because at that time I hadanough

points for :tischarge, so I ~o not iuqaagine they expeoted me

to stay so long. They seemed anxious to get the others bao~.

Q When were you jischarged? A I think the :late was I
February 16th, 1946.

Q You got an honorable j1scharge, of course?

it. Yes, sir.

Q Do you know ~JTilliam Danziger? A I must jecline to

answer tha~ ques~ion, sir, on the grounjs tbat it mi~ht tend'

to incriminate me.
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Q You mean thefact that you know him you think would

tend to incrimina te you? The ne..:'.t ques tion I ask coul:i or

oould not, but the fact l..iaa t you know him could not very wel

tend to incriminate you any more than;tou knew former Pres.

Roosevelt or if you know Joe Stalin. The fact that you kno

bim could not veI'Y well tenj toincrimina te you. Assoc1a ti

wi th a person m! sh 1j 'Cend to incrimi~ate you, btl t the fact

that you know a man JoeS n1t • A I ant afraid I must decline

to answer.

Q. You have oounsel" have you? A Ta 8 ,alx.

Q fJhat is his name? A Hi s nam.e 1 s Kalman Got tasman.

Q. What is his aadress1 A ~Err~pireStabe Builjing.

Q Telephone number '? A I 'Jo no t know 1 t, I am. sorry.

Q Have you pai j bim a fee? A Yes, b ir.

, Q Have you known him before? A No, sir.

Q When ji:iyou meet tim 'for the first time? A Yeste~

ilay.

Q How long has he practiced law? A I ':ion It know.

Q. Is he a member of tbeBar of the State of New York?

A I believe so.

Q Who recO:.[;.menje~ you to him? _ A My Washington

attorney ..

Q ~\ha t is his n~me 7 j}. They are a law firm, called

Oobb & Weisbro j.

Q Whi ch one is YOW' la,wyex'? A Both, f:rctually.

Q Wo&.. is their a:i jress1 A 1822 Jefferson Pl~oe, N. -.•
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Q. Do I untiers tan:) thali you prefer not to cooperate in

this case? A I h~ve been ajvisej by my attorney --

Q I appreciate the t.

THE FOREMAN: You haven't anewel'ed the questiion

bre you gorag to coopera te or are you not going to

cooperate~- yes or nor

THE WITNESS: I art! afraij I cannot antioipate --

'l'HE FOREM,All: 1'0 e b.nswer i e yes or no. {l~r e Y0ll:
'To'

going to cooperate or not?

TEE WITl~ESS: I will coopera te to r.he fullest

of my exten t.

Q Well, if your skirts are corjpletely clean -- we ar~

inquiring into this espionage and the atom bomb business

if your skirts t as I say, are completely clean., you can co

operate; out if you think you are vulnerable in any way,

if you think you axe involved, if you trlirJ.c perhaps you migA;

be inji ctej fox espion(1ge, why ft might be ajvisa ble for yo,

to refuse to answer ques~ion8. But at the same time -- you

put yourself in the post t10n of these jurors -- you come in

here, an brnerican c i t1zen -- I assume fouare, area't you?

A Yes, sir.

Q Well, I assume you feel like the rest of us. You

would like to preserve this country. You come up here, and

when fie try to ask you 4uestions that we migh1i in some way

jelve into the acti,rities of people who hb,ve tried to sell

the country jown the liver, so to speak, you 8u~denly say,
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t1Well, I refuse to answer on the grounis it may ten~o

incriminate me. 1I Now, wh~t woulj you think if you were a

I have retaine~ counsel and he has advise~ meA I
think tha~ I should follow his ajv1ce. ~
q Well, you hc.ven' t answel"eti my question. I un:ierstad

I sai:'1, what would you think, what alternative does •.

j ur-or?

that.

anj I

it Ibave these people &s far as you are concerned? 'Wh8. t al?

they going to think" What? ~ I jon 't know.

\<i You pref-er not to tell anything about Danziger that

you knoW! Will you ctnswer thail question"? Do you prefer no~

to say any t-..i ng Q,bou t Db.nziger? A Yes, sir .

•~ On the grounjs it '~\oul~, tend to ire rimlna te youT

fA. Tha t 's r igh1; •

Dijn t t you talk to the FBI Agents in Washington?

That joesn1t 1 00 rimin& te you becaUEB you jii talk to them.

1. have the Agents in rn1ntl whom you talkej to, so you oan.not

very well say the facttha t you _answer yes or no t'o that

waulj tend to in crimina te you, beoause that is a fact --

:)i 1n t t your A Yes, sir.

Q Well, everything you to15 to tbe Agents we know, so

the. t wouljn' ttenj to 1ncrimina te you. If it woulti incrim-

inate you, it woul~ have incriminated you long ago, woulintt

1 t'? In other war:is, you tClj the Agents you knew Danziger.

NoW you come before a grand jury an5 say you jo not want t~

testify on the grounjs it willten5 to incriminate you. It·

is not consistent. I jo not know v,'hail your lawyer rased hi

-----~._--
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argument upon, but jij you tell your lawyer you tol:! all

this to the FBI? A I think I woul:ijecline to hnsv.;ex that

question too.

You jecline to answer tha t en wha ti groun5? fA !

won~er if I might see my attorney?

i-i Yes, you wi 11 see him in time, -but wha r; is your

I wonjer if I might oonsultA

Q. In other worjs, Jij you tell your l-&.,,~yex --you

!lave already told me an:! I know that you have talked to the

FB! -- now my quas tion to_ you is, :11:1 YOll tell youxlawyer

what yOLl toli! the FBI Agents? A.1 rea.lly waulj a.ppreoiate

i '

I answer to the question1

with him before I answer th,t ques~19n~

it if ! could. consul t wi tb my lclVr'yer.

~ Do you know JuliUS Rosenberg? A

extent of my memoI'y, I honestly believe that I have never

seen him in my life.

Q Do you know Mer ton Sobe11 ? .fA I can say the same

about MQr ton SoOOll: I have never in ,;:;,y life seen bim as

far as I can recall, not once.

Q Whet!;? 11 Not once in my life, as far as I can

recall.

Q Do you knew Mrs. Sobell -- :)(./ you. know 8ylvia --

Mrs. Sobell? A I am alrnos t pcsi ti ve again tha t I have

n evex me t heI'.

(~ Do you know Sylvia Danziger, Danziger's wife?

L I jecline to answer that quesu1on.
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THE FOREMAN: I sn t t tha t iocona1 s tent'?

~ On wha~ grounjs1 A I jec11oeto answer that

ques tion.

Q Cn what grounjsl A On ~e grounjs it might

ate me.

Q Do you refuse to (j,nswer -- I wi 11 ask you this

quee tlon: ·Will yc,u answer any questions with refere-ooeto

William Danzige:l' or Sylvia Danziger! A lio, sir; on the

groun =.is they mi5'h't 1 ncrimina te me.

Q You want to consult with your attorney? A If I may

Q You go down to the fourth floor, you know where he

is .. You bett;er sit Jom anj have> a heart t,o heart talk with

that lawyer.. 1:10 not know what his experience is, ~}ut !

think you bet ter have a hear t to heart talk Viii th him. Dij

you bring your tLi ngs up wi th you from Washington? p,,, No.) sir.

Q. You heve no thing wi th you if yeu have 'to stay 0 ver

for some time? .fi No, sir.

(WITNESS EXOUSED)

---+---------.;....--1-
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