
IB-1 oct. 2 6, 1950

:1-'evi tov

DA VI D z . LEV ITO V ,called as a wi tness,

having f1xst been july swoxn by the Foreman, testified

as fol1ows:-

BY .MR. LANE:

~ Mr- Le v1 tov, how olj are yoU! 11 30 years olj.

Q Are you rmtrried? A NOt sir.

Air Forces.

there are several other places.

Your present ajjressf A 2135 Lee Highway.

Arlington, Va 1 A That's r1ght.

Q

Q

q Where were you ::':'tationed? A You mean /'::tIl the

~ No, I mean some of the plb.ces. A Well, I mean,

'G'oxt Monmouth, N. J., anj then McCor:i Fiel:!, Washington,

Bakers Field, Oa1., Fresno, Cal., a.ni oversea.s, I went --

Q Were you in England? A No; I went liO the South

Q You 11 ve wi th your folks? 11 Wi th my mother.

Q Your fa ther 1 i nng? A No, s1r.

Q Do you support your mother? A Yes, s1r.

Q How many brothers and sis~ers Ao you have?

two brothers and two sisters.

Q The sisteTs axe who? a E~ith and Helen.

Q Bow long have you lived at your presen~ address!

A Roughly 17 years s~ve for the time I was in the s~rvlce.

Q Where were you, in JJheArmy 01' Navyr

Q How long were you in the AI'my bir Forces? A AbOut

four years -- 51 months.
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Q '111£1", t was your rank? k. I went in asa Private

and I came out the same way.

Q What did you jo? A My militaTY specialty was

tel.fY~ operator.

Q Where are you presently employed? A When I was

o ...eI'seas on Iwo Jima, my father died, anj as soon as I

could I caIDe home au::i' I took over the grocery. store.

Q, That's his business then? A Yes, my mother and

his.

Q Row many people work in the grooery store?

A Myself.

Q You run it alone? A Well', my mother is thaI'S.

Q You are the bro ther-in-law of Morton Sobell, is

that right7 A That's right sir.

Q What members of your family were liVing at yoU!'

Arlington, va. home juring the months of JQne and July

19501 Whi oh members of your family were liVing \Vi th you

in 1950, June and July'? YoU!' mother, yourself, either one

of your sisters live with you during that period? A I
I

know Helen dij not -- June or July -- 14tiie might have live'§
,

there but I jen t know.

Q Well ~ tbis was just af ter t: he Sobells left for

Mexico , woul~ ~hat refresh your reoollection? A Yes. I

mean, she came back, I think it was July •

..", Some time in July'? A I think so, sir.

Q l~ow, when E~i tb wasn't li nng at home 1 jo you know
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ago.

Q Was Edi th tbeI'e a~ tnat time? A Yes.

A Bu~ ~y kid sister1 J

A Tha~ depends on the family_

QI appreciate tha t faot.

is going somewhere. Il

Q What I was gett;lng at, iti is

of the family leaves on a long trip to say, II Bro ther or

)lrcan, you can'+; talk tiO her for any length of time.

neurotic and she heathese spells When she wants to

self and. all tha tsar t of stuff. ! mean, I ooulin I t talk to

her like I talk to you, for instance.

Q, Di :in 1 t say anything'! A Bere 1s the whole t.r'ing~

this is a pre1:1iy 1iough sUbject

when she came home we askej where Helen anj £lortie were,

she told us that she jidno~ know.

~ Did she tell you where they hed gone? A Well,

Q.. I un!lerstanj. But:U:l she say anything a "bout

fact that the Sobella h&.j lef t for Maxi 001

gave her, I mean 1 we wanted to find out ourselves, I

an5 Mom wrote a letteT pleajing, llPlease tell what

Q; When Ej,1 th ::eturne:i to your home in July of this

yeax, :11:18he tell you anything abou~ vhe :ieparture of the

Sobell family? A No, sir.

·where Sbe :1i~nive? A ! t has always been my impression

she Ii ve.:1 wi ttl Helen.

Q Uij you visit them there at Sobells? A One time.

Q, When was that? A 00. 1 a year an5. a half 1 tWDJears
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. I mean, she ,;b.ough t t;hey haj go t i 0 an automobile a cciden t

Q WhoY A My mothe:t -
5 Q. Ye8, but ji:xn 1 ~ your sister te-ll you,!' mother that

!'Where 1s Helen Cinj .hI.tortie'jllAn:i she told us that ahe did

they left by plane? A She knew absolutely nothing about

the whole thi.ng.

er sQmethiog.

"t She thought that who €iot in o.n automobile accident?

A My brotheT-in-law anj :T1Y sister.

Q How coulj they get in an automobile accijent When

they left for Mexico? She certain Ehoul::l have known. She

was ~here that night when they left.

not know.

Q You see, I jontt know whether you appreciate~e

fa.et that you are unde.toa th an:itha ~ the answers you give

are SUbject to the penalties of perjury. I want you to

l'ea.lize· that. I apPI6clate the fact r:bat it is kin:! of a

tough spot for ~ brother to be in, to have to come befol'e

'grand jury_ Bu'C, nevertheless, the business that they are

1nvolvej in invol Wild mi 1110ns of Americans, and we have to

go through this th1n,.;,~, '=lnj I know if I were in your shoes

anj my sis teT was' involved 10ttis 1n any way, ! 11 feel the

same way you do, Q. litt:le reluctant, but nevertheless it

would oe my duty, ltd have to testify to these facts 01.' els

tiake the cons eqllences. Now, bear that in minj when I ask

these questions. I ask you rational questions which call
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Now we have jurors bere tba 1j 8.refor rational answers.

intelligen1i. I think theY are going to find ita little

diffioult to believe that a member of the family comes down

to'Ghe home of her brotber and her mother and then suddenly

doesn It know wbere She brothel-in-Iaw an:i Sister happen to

be. When as a matter of fact we have defini.te evidence ths.:

she was preseoi the night they left. She knew where they

were going. 8-0 it joesn1t a:!:} up. I a.sk you abollt il;a!l-a

Y0\a say, I1Well, she jij not know where they Vient." This is

yOlD.'opportun1 ty to tell llS whetbe;r she in fact jid tell yoU

wn-erethey werfh A I am under oath, sir. I will 'repeat

whali I jus t said.

Q Did she tell you Why they had left?!. 10,sir ..

Q Di:inIt iSha say anytibing abou \1 them? A No., sir.

She l s, you know, she -- my mother asked te r how is

and aillbatsort of stuff, and all she woul:] saris, they

fine.

Q When is the last time prior to JuDe 22, 1950 that

any member of your family in Virginia heard fr·om Helen 01'

Morton Sobell? A I :]on1t know exactly, sir. We got a coup~

of letters ~nj hll of a su50en the letters even stopped.

Q Di:i Helen or Morton Sobell ever tell you or any

member of your family tha~ they were planning to go away

prior to June 22, 19507 A No, sir.

Q ~ow, in June or July 1950 :iij you or any member of

your family reCeive any lettiers from Morton or Helen Sobell?

LB-5
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A The only thing I can say about that, sir, is when the

FBI men, came around I gave them the letter and the envelopes

ani all tha:. sort of stuff, I mean, everyttng that I had in

Q, WhO opene~ the lettalS? A I Sid -- either my

me.heror myself. I mean, tha~ls the only person.

A Of course I read them.Q. You xea j tnem1

Q. NoVi', this is i:1n exbibi t, Govt I E. Exhibi t 3.

a photostat~ I believe, wf the lettel. I think

you gave trle FBI. Do you recogniz e it? A YeS.

my possession.

Q Yes, I know that, ~nj aPParently in tha~ respect

you were oooperative. But where 1i:i you get those lettersr

A Where din I get tb0se letters?

~ Yes, those envelopes and t~~ letters? A I mean,

the letters came in and ,I put them on the side, and when,

mean, it was a letter', I Dlean, I ji:in 1 t attliabh any impo'i'tall1~

to 1 t, I mean,' outsi:ie of, you knov;" tne uSl:!al family stuff

an.d when they came on in, that. I S ,all I knew, I mean, they

wan te:i them anJ theY wanted the envelopes •

Q Yes, but when the lettexs first; came to 1ihe house,

you gave the letters to Edith? A I donlt even think Eiltil

home at tbe time.

;~ 'These a:r'e the two emrelopes.
I

That s Govt IS Exti bit'

2, I ttink. ~ Well, I mean --

Q ThQse are photosta~s. Yes.
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Q Of the letr.el-·s which yougive the FBI •. A Yes, they

look like them.

Q Dij you ever give Edith either one of these

exhibitsl A lQo·

Q. Never? A :No.

Q You :rea:i thf,!ID youxself'? .if.. I l'ead the lette:rs, yes\

Q Did they have any pa:rticular significance? A Not

to me.

Q What happened to the ether letter t hat was in1

A I mean

Q Those are the only two you had? In ethel' words

there were two envelopes in one letter? A Yes.

Q. Vissn I t there ano theJ'let tar enolossa loUts seoantl

envelope? A Of course there was, but, i mean, where or v;hat

it got -- where it got to, I have no i:lea~ I mean, I am not

~ II;ljthodical ~Q~:; of person. I ::i1 dn't file 3;,D..~ away.•
I,·

Q In other words, you ~ened these letters then an:! re;~

them to your mother? A I opened the letters and I read the'~i<!

and then I gave them to my mother for her to reaj.

Q Did you ~ive them to Edithr A Edith was not home,

I jon't think.

(\ Di d sne ever :r ea:i them? She come home som.e timer."'"

I think -~ the time -- wai" a minute -- right at tha~

time, it is pretty close, where I gave the letters to the

FBI men, or Eji th CiJme home c.u:i I wante::i to ask hel' what thi

was about~ I jon't remember.
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Q Dc you recall that she read the lettersr A No, 61 ,

I ~o not.

Q You never saw her reajing the lettersr A I don't

know.

(uont. by I FG)
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(From LB)

October 26, 1950

Re: John Doe

(Mr. Lane)
D. Levitov

Q Will you tell me why you opened the letter ad-

dressed to Edith? A I would have opened - - I didn't

and naturally I opened 1t.

even give it a second thought at the time. I mean - -

~ What do you mean? A I mean, out of a clear

blue sky a letter comes from New York~ and addressed to

Ed1th, and naturally I thought it was from my sister Helen,i
i
!

York ll , A (No answer.)

Q That 1s a poser, Isn't it?

Well, I mean

A Yes, it 1s.

Q Come on now, tell me the truth. A Look, I

intend to. This is something that I have never tDught of

A Well

before. You ask me a queetIon~ and I am fIguring, why did

I open the letters, and I have to look back; and I would

have opened the letters, regardless.

Q. But you ss.id you thought it was from Helen.

A Well,

Q Why did you think it was from Helen?

lookIng back, the letters were from Helen.

Q Is that Helen's handwriting on the envelope?

A I don I t know, but I think so.

~ Did she print that way all the time? A I
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don't know.

Q Didn't you ever receive letters from her before~
;

A Yes, I have rece1ved letters from her before.

prints.

Q Were they printed? A Yee, she sometimes

Q And you say that that looks like her printing'

A I think so.

isn't?

Q Well, for your information it 1s not. A It

Q No, of oourse it isn1t.

"Of oourse it 1sn't."?

A What do you mean,

A Then that

Q, Just what I said: liOf oourse it 1sn't. u

A It looks like 1t to me, sir.

Q Come, oome, letls not fenee. You know it

lsn 1t and I know 1t isn't. A Whose could it be, then?

Q I know it isn't your slster's.

only leaves my brother-in-law.

Q You said you thought it was from your sister,

when this letter came In. How about the seoond letter, the

one where it has printing and writing on-that - - did you

thlnk that was from your sister, too? A Now that I see

them both together, I see that they aren't the same thing.

Q You see that they couldn't have been from your

81 ster'7 A S1.r'l

Q You see that they couldn't have been from your

s1ster? A I mean,
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~ What is the answer? A I don't know, sir. If

I knew I would tell you.

Q Well, my question was: You see that they

couldn't be from your sister - - what is your answer to

that? A That they couldn't be from my sister?

Q Yes; from the writing on the outside. A Well~

I tell you the only person I know in New York 1smy s1ster.

Q But you still haven't answered my question.

A What is that, sir?

Q The question is: Looking at the two exhibits,

the envelopes, you see that they oouldn't have been from

your sister, ~rom the hand~Titlng? A Looking back - ­

QNow, answer the question and let's not fence.

We are wasting time. A From the dates - -

~ You still haven't answered my question. Why

don't you answer questions, instead of trying to rational1z~
1

here? A I don't know who they are from.

Q Take a look at the envelopes. Government's

Exhibi t 2 - is that your sister's handwriting? A I think

so, sir.

Q From what you have seen. of your siater's hand­

writing, you would say that is your siater's handwr~~1ng'

I am pointing to H2l35 Lee Highway, Arlington, Virg1nla,U

on a letter postmarked July 2nd. You think that is your

slater's handwriting? A I think so.

Q You do'? A Yes, sir.
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Q Now, take your seat.
i

A JUROR: Mr. Lane, were there two envelopes~

MR. LANE: Yes, two envelopes. One ie post- i
marked July 2nd.

A JUROR: Why did you have two envelopes,

and one letter - why would you be holding an

envelope?

THE WITNESS: The whole thing is sometimes ­

why would I be holding an extra envelope?

A JUROR: Ye a.

THE WITNESS: I don I t know, sir. The fact

ie, I had an extra envelope, and when the F. B. I

men came around I picked one up and gave it to

them. I donlt know where the other letter went

to.

A JUROR: How long was 1t before, that you

rece1ved the letter, before the F. B. I. men

came 1n?

THE WITNESS: About two or three weeks.

A JUROR: Why would you hold the envelope?

THE WITNESS: My mother cherishes the words.

of my 81 ster.

A JUROR: Why would she cherish the envelope

and not the letter?

THE WITNESS: I donlt know. Perhaps, 1n

clean1ng up, 1t went astray.

---------------------------
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A JUROR: Have you ever opened your sister's

mail before?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

A JURORf That is rather unusual, isn't it?

THE WITNESS: Not in our family, no.

A JUROR: T~en it is an unusual tamily.

Q Now I show you Government's Exhibit 2, the one

which conta1ns the printing - that is the July 2nd - and the

other contains printing and a little handwriting on there.

Now, which one of those two envelopes contained this letter

which 1s Government's Exhibit 3? A I think it was the bot-

tom one.

Q You think it was the bottom one? A Yes, sir.

Q What makes you think it was the bottom one?

A I have no reason for my - - I mean, I just think.

Q In other words, you are Just guessing? A Yes

sir.

Q But you don't know? A No, sir.

Q Did you turn the two envelopes and the letter

over to the F. B. I. Agents in Washington? A Yes, sir.

Q And you say again that these letters came to

your address, B.nd that you opened them? A Yes, sir.

Q D~d you know where your sister was at that

time - Edith Levltov? A No, s1r.

Q No, sir? A No, sir.

Q You didn't know where Edith was at that time?
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A At the time I received the letters?

,\-" .." .~,

Q. Yes. A I think she was with Helen.

Q Well, didn't you figure that she was with

Helen at that time? A When she lived in New York, she

always was with Helen.

Q So that, when you got the letters you figured

she was with Helen? A That' Bright.

Q Then why didn't you put the letters in an en-

velope and send them to her? A (No answer. )

Q Well, A I think at that time we called

up and received no answer. I mean, after we read the let­

ters and all that sort of stUff, we oalled the Sabella and

reoeived no answer.

Q After you received the letters you oalled the

Sobells and reoeived no answer, is that right? A Yes.

Q What number did you call? A Olymbia 8-0829.

Q. As a matter of faot, you were worried, weren't

you? A or oourse we were worried.

Q. Your mother had thought that they had gotten

into an aocident, on the way to Mexioo? A Strike out that

last statement.

Q That is a question, not a statement. Don't

strike it out. A We didn't know where they went.

Q Where did you suspect that they were going?

A We had no reason to suspect; we thought they went on

vacation.
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Q You thought that they had gone on vacation,

when you called them up? A Look - my mother 1s quite

old, and she wanted to know where they were, and naturally I'

she would call. I mean, any port in a storm.

Q You said she called them up because she though~
1

We

We are trying to cooperate

Just take it a little easy_

THE FOREMAN:

with you now.

have some continuity.

sense when I hear it back.

that they had gone on vacation, and your mother was worried 1

- - ls that what you said? A Yes; and it doesn't make I

j

I
appreciate the PCB i tioo you are 10. Try not to I
answer Just to make an answer, but try to have 1t I

I
A JUROR: Didn't you think 1t was peculiar

that the letters should come to your s1ster at

your house, when she was residing in New York,

and you said she hadn 1 t lived there for years -- ­

why should she get mail there?

THE WITNESS: You see 1 this is something ~ -

Q No - answer the question. A I don't see an1

reason why she should get ms.11 there J but the tact 1s that

she did rece1ve mall there, and I opened the letters.

Whether it was breaoh of etiquette or anything - -

Q You are the letter-opener of the house, 1s

that right - you Just open letters promiscuously?

answer. )

A (No
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A JUROR: You didn't think 1t was strange?

THE WITNESS: Well, what is strange?

A JUROR: Did she get other letters there?

THE WITNESS: I don't th1nk so.

Q Let me ask you a question: You said that you

thought that this was a letter from Helen, is that r1ght?

A That I s right.

Q You have already test1fied to that? A Yes.

Q You also sa.1 d the. t a s far a.s you knew, Ed1th

was living with Helen? A Yes.

Q So will you tell the jury why, if Ed1th was

l1ving with helen, she would send a. letter a.ddressed to

Ed1th down at 2135 Lee Highway, Ar11ngton, V1rg1n1a?

A Here - -

Q Answer the quest1on; don't g1ve me arguments.

A I will answer the quest1on. I think the only reason I

opened the letter was because I thought the handwrl tlng was

my sister Helenls handwriting.

Q Yes; but you were so worried as to where they

were that you said you called New York immed1ately. Here

1s a letter from New York, with a New York stamp on it, and

you say that you thought it was from Helen, who was in New

York - - but at the same time you knew that Edith was liv­

ing with Helen. So here is a letter from Helen to Edith.

Why would she be writing to Edith in Virg1nia, when they

were 11ving in the next room' W1ll you reooncile that wi thl
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the statement you made?

D. Levitov

A I canlt answer your question

A Look - you can't

directly; I will have to give you a little background on me~

Q What is wrong with you? A On account of to

make it more plausible.

Q Plausible? A Look. Helen got married, and

she went away, and she is living her own lite. I have my

mother to take care of. My kid sister is a sick girl.

This is a great big thing to you, and I would like to help

you, but

Q This is just another case to me. A Then it

is a big thing to me.

~ I should think it is a very big thing to you,

because from What you have told Us this morning you are so

1n danger of being indicted for perjury it is not even

funny. Your sister 1s in trouble, your brother-in-law 1s

1n trouble, your other sister 1s 1n danger of being 1n

trouble. If you want to make it one hundred percent, it

1s up to you. You have a mother to support, and you are 1n

a serious situation. You have a mother to support -now,

whom do you think you are kidding?

reveal stuff that you donlt know.

Q That is true, but you can reveal stuff that

you do know. A But this was a little matter. A letter

comes, a~d you open a letter. You make it a big thing.

What was 1n that letter so important - what did I care aboutl

that? !
I--"---------1---



IFG-10. D.Lev1tov

Q You explain this th1ng to me. Now 1 "Helen is

away at the movie wi th Syd.· What does that mean? A Heled
i

is away with her daughter, whose name 1s Sydney.

Q When you got this letter, where did you figure I
she was away? A Sir?

Q What movie was she at, what city' A I think

1 t was New York.

QISO 1'11 wrtte. All 1s well and we are oomfort­

ably located - Maid and all." What did that mean to youY

A uTie are all comfortable .It

Q "We are all comfortably located - Maid and

all. tl Wh at d1d that mean to you, when you opened the 1e t­

ter? A I thought that Morty was do1ng very well tor

himself.

Q And he had a maid' A Yes.

A All right, so

Q You knew he didn't have a maid in all the

time he was married, d1dn 1 t you? A Of oourse I knew.

Q And you thought he could afford a maid?

A I have a maid tw1ce a week.

Q I am talking about Morty.

I figured that he·was doing very well.

Q I see. So he had a maid for this three- or

four-room house of h1s t and you thought that that1s what

that letter meant, that he had a ma1d 1n New York?

A That I s right.

Q. uMark 1 s walking. II Wha t did. that mean'
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A They have a little baby boy, and he started to walk.

Q "Helen 1s well and so is Syd." What d1d that

mean? A Helen 1s all right and Sydney 1s all right.

Q "If youhaven1t transferred the car title

then don I t do so until I let you know further. II rAhat did

you think that meant1 A Well, I was go1ng to buy a oar

A He

for my kid sister, from a guy who lives next door, and on

one of our telephone conversations I 1nformed them that I

was seriously thinking of buying an automobile for Ed1e,

and that is what I thought when the letter said about the

car title.

Q DRope you got th1ngs straightened out at

home' - as well as could be." Wha.t did that mean?

must have been referring to my business.

Q And the next line 1s: "Don1t be too concerne4..

For we are not. 11 What d1d that mean? A I guess he was \

philosophizing.

Q That was all in the handwriting of whom ­

the f1rst part? A That 1s Marty's.

Q And this pr1nting I am going 1nto next:

"Having a good rest, hope you are all well - Much love

to you all. 1I What did you think that meant? A Having

a good rest.

Q uHope you are all well - Much love to you

all. u What was ths.t, uhaving a good rest"? A With the

maid, naturally she would rest more.
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Q And you thought 1t meant 1n New York? A Yes

Q "We're having lovely weather here and all of

us are relaxing and tak1ng 1t easy. II What d1d that mean?

A I thought they went outside, into a l1ttle yard that

they had.

Q In New York? A Yes.

Q "You know us, Mom, easy-going impulsive b1rds,

so don't worry about us. We'll make everything come out

all right. 1I What did that mean' A What did 1 t mean?

Q Well, what did that oonvey to you, when you

read this letter? A That everything was all right. This

A Just

stuff about "impulsive birds" reads like poetry.

Q What did that mean to you when you read it?

A Just Helen's way of putt1ng over a point.

Q What point? That is what we are getting at.

When you read that, what did it mean to you?

what I said.

Q I will read 1 t again: uYou know us, Mom,

easy-going impuls1ve b1rds, so don't worry about us. Weill

make everyth1ng cane out all right. II What d1d that mean

when you read it?

Helen talks.

A When I read it, it was just the way

Q About what? A That I didn't know, and I

still don't know, as far as that goes.

Q "Syd & P1psy are doing very nicely - Pips says

Iaubt I mea.ning lout I and lot' meaning Ihot. 1n Wha t doe s
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that mean? A That 1s kid stuff - a mother showing oft her

Q Now, what does this mean: °P.B. To Edie -

You know all the things I want to tell you so act upon them

baby.

Speoial love, Your Helen."? A That loan g1ve you an

A I figured that they i

answer very readily. Eaie was taking psychiatry treatments~

and that is what I thought 1t was all about, and that is

what I still think it is about.

Q. Now, when you got the letter and you knew that

Ed,ie was up at Helen· s house in New York, and you read this

did you still think that Helen was home in New York?

A Looking backwards, I donlt think so.

Q I don't think so, either. A No.

Q Then what did you do?

had taken a trip.

Q, Where had they gone? A I had not the slightt

est idea.

Q Then you called New York right away, didn't

you, as soon as you got this letter?

York.

A We did call New

Q And whom did you try to get in touch with?

A I mean, atter we spent so much time, and we didn't re­

oeive any word, and Helen usually called up every Sunday,

or ~v mother called her up, we called up her place; and I

think my mother at one time called up where Morty worked.

Q What did your mother say to you when you got
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the letter? A I donlt remember, sir.

Q Did you read the letter to her or did she read

it herself? A She can read it.

A I mean - -

Q. Answer the question. A No comment.

Q Did you ask her where she thought they

A Yes.

------------------------

Q Do you know anyone named Pasternack? A I

know a dentist in Washington.

Q Do you know anyone 1n New York by that name?

A No, sir.

Q Did you ever go to Camp Unity? A No, sir.

Q Did you ever write a letter to Camp Unity?

A No, sir.

Q Did you talk to your sister when she got back

to Washington, about Camp Unity? A ~:o, sir.

Q Did you talk about this letter, Government's

Exhibit 3 - - in other words, you showed her the letter

when she got back, didnlt you, because it 1s addressed to

her? A I think so. I would have shown it to tier, but I

donlt remember whether I gave it to the F. B. I. men before

she ea,me back.

Q You talked to her about it, didnlt you?

A Yes, I asked "her about it.

Q What did she say about it? A

to say about that.

Q No comment?

gone?
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Q Did she tell you? A She wouldnlt tell me.

Q Why? A She Just clammed up.

Q Why? A I don l t know, sir.

Q You mean she wouldn I t tell you where they had

gone, and she clammed up? A She never did tell me where

they went.

Q Did you ask her where they went? A Yes. I

did.

Q And what did she say? A That she would. rathe~

not say, or something like that.

Q Did you think that was peculiar? A Whether

1t was peculiar or not

Q Well, did you th1nk so? A Yes, at the time.

Q, D1d your mother ask her where th-ey had gone?

A Yes.

Q Did she tell her? A No.

Q Why? A For the same reason she wouldn I ttell

me.

Q Here 1s your mother, Who worries about Helen,

and she 1s so worried that she calls New York when she gets

th1s letter, and eventually Ed1th loes back to Arlington and

your mother asks her where your sister Helen has gone, and

you say she clams up and wouldn I t tell her. Is that a fact.

did I recite that correctly? A Thatls right.

Q And that makes sense to you? A (No answer.)

A JUROR: I would like to ask him about the
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name of the man next door he was going to buy

the car from, and what kind of a car it was, and

the details of that transaction.

THE WITNESS: A 138 Pontiac, four~oor, two

hundred dollars. Do you want anything else, s1ri

A JUROR: T e man' s name and. addre s s •...
THE WITNESS: Eggerton -. Clinton O. Eggerton.

A JUROR: And the address?

THE WITNESS: 21 - - it must be 2133 or 2131

Lee Highway.

A JUROR: Whom were you going to buy that

car for - Edith or Helen?

THE WITNESS: For Ed.l the

A JUROR: This letter was from Helen - why

would she be talking about the car?

THE WITNESS: I called up New York, at the

time they were all there, and I told her that I

might buy a car for Edie; I told Helen that.

A JUROR: What kind of trouble Was Helen and

her husband in, that your mother would be con­

cerned about?

THE WITNESS: (No answer.)

A JUROR: What kind of trouble was your

sister Helen and her husband in, that your mother

would be concerned about? That is mentioned in

the letter. There must have been some kind ot
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trouble, because she sa1d, "Don't worry about

anything, it 1s all working out," or something

like tha.t.

THE WITNESS: I had no knowledge of any d1f­

ficul ty.

Q This letter is addressed to "Dear Ed1e and

Davie and Rose." Who is l~av1e" - you? A Yes.

Q And who is "Rose"? A My mother.

Q And who 1s "Ed1e t! - Ed1 th? A Yes.

Q Did Edith tell you anything about the departure

of your s1ster for Mex1co? A No, sir.

Q D1d you ask her about it? A I talked to her

as much aa I could.

Q Have you talked with her since? A Of course

I have.

Q Did she tell you the details of how they left

for Mexico? A Helen has told me something.

Q What ha s Helen told. you? A The only th1ng

Helen told me was how they were picked up across the border

trom Laredo.

~ That isn't what you said - you said Helen told

you something of the details about how they left for Mexico.:

A I take the.t back.

Q Tell the truth. A I don't know how they left.

Q Did she tell you how they left? A No.

Q Did she tell you Why they left? A No.
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Q, Did she tell you when they left'l A No.

Q Did she tell you where they stayed in Mexico?

A She hEd a match-box with a hotel on it.

Q What was the name of the hotel? A I don't

remember.

Q Did she tell you who told them to go to Mexico?

A No.

Q She didn't tell you that? A No.

Did you ask her or didn't you ask her why they

Q Did you ask her why she went to Mexico? A Wi

Q Yes.

Q

everything breaking in the papers?

A (No answer.)

went to Mexico? A (No answer. )

Q. Is that so hard to remember? A I think I

~ And what did she say'i A She did.n't say.

Q She refused to say, to even tell you? A She

didn • t refu se •

Q Well, she didn't say, so she must have refused.

A Well, if my sisters want to talk to me, tine and good,

and if they don't want to talk to me - -

Q Fine and -good? A That's right.

Q So that when you asked her why she went to

Mexico, she remained silent? A That's right.

~ Did you press it? A That1s right.

Q So that, as far as you know, you donlt know why

they went to Mexico? A That's right, I don't know why.
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Q When did your mother call the Reeves Instrument
1,

Company, the place where Morty worked?

that.

A I don't remembe~

Q After you got this letter? A I think so.

Q Whom did she talk with? A With some fellow

there, and he was out to lunch.

Q. Were you present when she talked'l A Yes.

Q He was out to lunch' A He said Marty was

out to lunch.

Q Someone at the Reeves Instrument Company said

J.!orty was out to lunch'?· A That I Bright.

Q Afte~ you got this letter? A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know who the party was at the Reeves

Instrument Company, that said that? A I don 't know.

Q Did your mother tell you?

his name.

A She didn't ask

Company?

Q What time did she eall the Reeves Instrument

A I think it was lunch hour.

right.

Q At the store the call was made? A That's

Market.

Q What is the na.me of the store" A Lee Highway!

Q What 1s the address? A 2135 Lee Highway.

A My mother put through the call. I"". ,. "_ ~ __ __.-1-
,

through?

Q What 1s the telephone number? A Chestnut

Q And was it a person-to-person call you put

1522.
I
I



IFG-20

sir.

D. Levitov

Q To this Reeves Instrument Company? A Yes,

Q Do you remember the number at the Reeves I n-

strument Company~ A No, sir.

Q Are you in the habit of opening other people's

mail? A People that are near and dear to me.

Q Do you open your motherSs mail? A She only

gets advertisements.

~ Do you open your sister's mai11 A Yes.

Q, Do you have any brother?, A Yes.

Q Do you open your brother's mail? A Here

is the only thing with my brother's mail - the telephone

is listed in my brother's name, so naturally mail oomes to

my brother.

Q. Are you a little curious - is that why you

open the mailY A The majority of the mail I get is so

little that - - there is nothing of any great importance

1n the letters I receive.

Q I am talking about the mail that your mother

receives and your sister receives and your brother receives,.

Why do you open that? A Well, in the first place, my

mother does not receive any.

Q The question 1s: Why do you open it? A Be-·

cause I am the only one there to open it.

A JUROR: Dnn1t you hold it for them, or

forward it to Where they are?
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THE WITNESS: No, sir.

Q And you have told the absolute truth here to­

day? A Yes, sir.

Q KNowing that you are subject to the penalties

of perjury? A Yes, sir.

Q Would you perjure yourself for your sister?

A I don't think so; no, sir.

Q You are not sure, though? A No, sir, I would

not.

Q You realize that it is a very serious oharge

against your sister, donlt you - that ls, against your

brother-in-law and not your sister.

that.

A Yes j thank Gocr.eor

in-law?

Q Would you perjure yourself for your brother­

A In a mlnute.

Q Donlt you like him? A Well, outside of be-

1ng Helen's husband, he means nothing to me. I met the guy

three or tour times.

Q. Do you like him or dislike him? A I neither

like him or dislike him. The only thing I want out ot him

is to make my sister happy, and he really made a mess of

that, didn't he?

Q r don't know; you tell us.

either.

Q Do you approve of him? A Who?

Q Your brother-in-law.' A Do I approve of him?
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A No, I donlt approve of him.

,.

Q Any reasons why? A Well, I have nothing

except what I have read 1n the papers about him.

~ Do you know anything about any of his Com-

munist activities? A No, sir.

A

Q I assume you yourself are not a Communist?

Definitely not.

Q Well, ls there any reason you can give for

your reluctance to answer these questions today? A The!

only reluctance ls, I want to get it straight, and I donltl
1

know a lot of these things, and I am trying doubly hard,

and I am not used to speaking before

Is there anything else you want to tell this

Q

Q

For the record? A Of course not. Who is?

jury? A No, sir.

Q About Morton Sobell? A No ..

Q About Edith Levi tOY? A No, slr.

Q About Helen Levitov - - any explanation of

these letters, or thls letter? A I did the best I could

Q And you still think that that looks like your

sister's handwriting on the bottom of that envelope, to

the best of your recollection? A Yes.

MR. LANE: Well, Mr. Foreman, the time ls

passing, and I think perhaps we can excuse this

man, unless there is Bome question.


