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Florence Pasternak

PAS T ERN A K J oalleo as a

witness, having first been july SWOTO by the

Foreman, testified as follows:-

BY MR. LANE:

Q Mrs. Pasternak, you too have the oenef1t of an

attorney, jon t t you? A Yes.

Q What is his n&me? 1.. Mr. r erkow.

Q I Can tell you this: I h&ve aSked your husband

about the jetails of the note whicb was left un~er the

joor, ani be was qUi te cooperative an::i be told us what he

knew about it. So I amgo1ng to ask you to tell us in

your own words what you know &bcut it too. A All I know

is that he tcl~ me ha~ he had ha::i a note about Morton

Sobell, anj that he tore it up, thetis all.

Q Do you recall the time, the tlate, that you received

that note? A I don't remember it.

Q Do you recall the tlme cr the day that he received

1;1 A I jon't know. 'I wasn'~ home. He tolj me when he came

home from work.

~ ne tolj you when he came home from work? A Apparen

ly he got home before I ji5.

Where were you thac day? A I was out.

o I know, but were you to a mwie or to a horse show?~

A No, I haj been at work.

Q Do you have a job too? A Yes.
"--

~ Where jo you work? ihere is nothin~ wrong with th$,
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grounj hat it might incfiminate or je~ra me.

Q Do you think iG will incriminate you, really,

frankly? A I jen I t know. Ma)te I hEij bet ter consult my

attorney.

Q As to where you work? •A Tha t s righ t.

Q Is this a regular job you have? A Yes.

Q Whe re you get paid for workingr A Yes.

~ Are you a writer? Is it a writer's job? A No.

Q A typi s t ' job? A Just an office worker.

Q An office worker? A Yes.

Q Can you tell us where you work? A No. I jecmine

to answer.

Q Or can you give us the ajjres s where youwork?

A I jecline to answer.

Q Or the store where you work? A I decline to answer

on the groundtbaG it might incriminate or jegraje me.

Q Or can you tell us the county youwork in? That

c::~n' t incrimi na te you. A I work in Manhattan county.

QAn:i in the Uni tejStallee. ~ that kinj of ques tiOrl.

In other worjs, wetll get something out of you thaG won't

incriffiinate you, is th~ right? A Yes.

Q Can you 'tell us how muoh yeu get aweek? lhat

won't incrimi~e you. A I refuse to snswer on the ground

that it might incriminate me.

~ It will incriminate you? A Yes.

Q Do you pay a social security tax? A Certainly.
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Q That won't incriminate you, will it? A No.

Q. Do you have a social securi ty number? A Yes.

Q Can you ~ive me that? A I jon't have it with me.

~ You oan get it for me, can't you, your social

security carj? A Yes.

Q that certainly canit incriminate you, can it?

Look, tbat is aIDdtter of recorj, Fejeral recora, social

security number. Thar. is something that,. in:iepenfient of

you, I can get anyway, right? A Yes.

Q So how can that incriminate you if that is a

mat~er of recorj? A I jcnlt know too much about the law.

Q 1 au see, if it coulj inc,rimina te you, an j I want

to incriminate you, what woulo prevent me from joing that?

There is nothing tha~ is a m~tter of record that! cannot

get, you know that. That IS A, B, O. So if I thought that

was incriminating anj I wan tej to incriminate you, you would

be incrimin~tej. That follows a8 a matter 0' ccurse. I

know that is a mat ter of course. If it were incrimina ting,

something I coulj lock up anj we coulj have incriminating

you, w·eaoulj have incximina te~ you r:t long time ago if we

wanted to incriminate you, is that right? A Yes.
II mean, that s logical. A Yes.

( 00n t. by IFG)
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Q So you could save me a lot of looking up if yo

want to answer this question. A May I consult my attorn y

you been working in this particular position you spoke

can consult him on that pha.se of 1t.

Let me ask you one or two more

Oh, eighteen years.

I
questions 0 yoi'
how long have:

I

I
I
I

NO'Vl,

All right.ASure.

Aabout?

on tha.t?

Q And who takes ca.:re of the child i:Y'hen you work

A My little girl is big now.

Q How old is she? A Twelve years old.

Q, And she ta.kes care of herself? A I have a.

domestic worker.

Q You have someone come in and handle things

at the haus e1 A Yes.

Q Do you use a typewriter at the office?

A Very rarely.

Q, And do you r eOB.11 wha.t par-t of July you re-

ceived this letter. or your husband received this note,

rather? A I don I t know.

Q, when did he go out to Camp Unity? A I am

sorry, I refuse to answer on the ground that it might 1n-

criminate or degrade me.

Q It might incriminate you to answer when he

11l,r ent up there? A (No answer.)

Q Would it incriminate you if he ~ent up there
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~

I doni t know.

~ Well, would the fact that he went up there

incrlminate you? A I don't know.

Q You see, what you forget is tr~t the last

time you were 1n here you testified that your husband did

go up there, and we all know that he went up there, and

n014 you say 1t would tend to incrimlna.t e you. I don It

get it, frankly; I don1t know what you have 1n the back

of your head.

You see, you can't testify that everything I

e,sk you would t end to incriminate you. You can' t just

throw that out. If 1 t would B.otually incriminate you,

sa.y so; but if it doesn1t J answer the question. I am

certain that everything I ask you here couldn1t possibly

incriminate YOUa A Mr~ Lane, I don1t know the law, and

tha.t 1s why I say if I could consult my lawyer I would

know whether to answer it or not o I don't know the law,

you see.

Q I don't think you have to know much law to

be able to answer certain questions. If I ask you whether

you shot someone this morning, you .certainly wouldn't need

a la.wyer to kno1/IT how to answer that one.. If you d1dn I t

shoot him, you 'to1oulct say, "certa1nly) I didn I t sho ot him. II

You wouldn't need a lawyer for that o And you are no dummy

you are a very lntelll?ent woman, aren't you?

anSitler. )

A (No
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Q You are well educated, aren1t you - - you are

a writer? A I am not a wrlter$

Q You used to be, weren1t you? A No.

Q Well, you used a typewriter in Moscow, didn1t

you? A That we.s office work; I am not 8 wrl tero

~ Now, let us get to something wh1ch 1S surely

not incrlminat ing. Aft er your husba.nd rece1ved that lette

ornate that he told you about, when he told you about it

what did he say happened, in h1s W'Jrds? A He said he

destro,yed it 0

Q Did he tell you why 'he destroyed it? A He

didn't know what it was all about, and he destroyed it.

Q Did he tell you wha.t the contents were?

A No, he didn't; he just said it was something about

Sobell - -

Q Do you want to talk to your lawyer? He is

outside.

[WITNESS LEAVES ROOM, AND RETURNS.)

Q Now, Mrs. Pasternack, I have given you an

opportunity to discuss this ma.tter with your s.ttorney.

Now can you tell me whether, in July, your husband went

up to Camp Unity? A Yes.

Q No\~ can you t ell me when, in July, he went

there? A ! don t t remember' the exact t lme. It was the

time vihen his shop had vacat ion, a.nd I am not quine sure

of the exact date. It may have been the second week in
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July or the third week in July. I don't recall at the

moment ~~en he got his vacation, but we had been there

before, for week-ends.

Q You had been there before for week-ends, in

July? A Yes.

~ Did you go up at all while he was there?

A Yes, I went up for a week-end.

Q You didn t t sta.y up there when you went up

there for the week-end?

Q. Did your daughter go up there wi th you?

A She may ha.ve gone up with me once, I don't know.

Q I assume you didn't go up there because you

were working. A That's right.

Q Do you get a vacation where you work? A Yes

Q D1Q you get one during this past year, 19507

A Yes.

Q When your h~band received the note, and he

discussed it wi th you t I a,8sume - - did he tell you who

he thought it was trom? A No. He didn't know.

~ Dld you see the not e its elf? A No t;

Q !.lid he te 11 you wha,t the gist of 1twas, in

substance'? A Well, he just seid. he hEld a. note about

Morton'Sobell.

Q And did he say where Morton was? A No, he

didnBt tell me anything.

lqi. 1iell, did you know at the,t time - - I assume



fuse to answer on the ground tha~ it might incriminate or

IFG-5 F. Pasternack

you did - - that Morton had left the country? A I re-

degra.de me.

~ Had you talked with Mortonls folks prior to

receiving tha.t letteJ; as to Morton's whereabouts? A I

refuse to answer that on the ground that it might lncriml-

nate me.

Q Had you talked to Mortonls folks at all about

any subject dur*1ngJune or July, 19501 A I am trying to

recollect whether I ssw them. I may' have' seen my sister-

in-law; I don't know.

~ You might have seen her? A Yes.

Q Did you talk with them by telephone during

June or July? A I donlt recall.

Q Did you talk or communicate with any of your

relatives J or your husba,nd l s rele.tives, \1\11 th reference to

Morton, d.uring June or July? A I reruse to answer, on

the ground thet it might incriminate me.

Q Did anyone inform you that Morton had left

New York City in June of 19501 A I refuse to answer

on the ground that it might incriminate me.

Q You. apprec ie,t~he fe.ct now, when I ask you

that question, that if you don't know you should answer

UI ctontt know, It bees.use you Gl.re bound to do the.t? You

just can't answer "I refuse to answer on the grounds it

might incriminate me," if you actually don't know the
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answer to that question. Do you understand that?

A Well~ I answered that I refuse to answer.

Q Yes; but do you underste.nd wha.t I said?

I n other 'tf17ords, you have 8. right to refu8 e to anSi.-!er a

question which I ask J if the answer would tend to incrim

inate you. That is number one. However» if I ask you a

quest ion ,a,nO- you a.on t t know the answer t you can I t say

"I refuse to answer on the grounds it would tend to In-

cr1mtnate me. II You he.va to say then, iiI don I t know. fl

Do you get the distinction - - there is s. difference - -

you underste..nd the.t? A Yes.

Q. You understand the difference? A I thinks •

~ In other words, if I ask 'you, uHave you ever

been to Africa? It and you have never been to Africa, whethe

it would tend to incriminate you or not if you did go, the

fact that you he.d never been to Africa" you would he.va to

answer, uNo. n Do you follot., me?

So that, if I ask you a question about the

Sabella, and you don't know the answer, you have to say,

III don't kno1N. fl. But if you do know the ans'toter f and you

believe the,t the answer v.loulo. tend to inoriminate you,

then you have the right to say - if you don't want to

answer that partictilar question - that you refuse to

answer on the grounds it would tend to incriminate you.

Therefore t if I ask you a question about the

Sabells, and you do know the answer, and you don't want
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to answer on the grounds it would tend to incriminate you

you may say 60, but if you don't know the answer you must

saYt "Ho. n Is the.t clear? A Yes.

Q Now
t

did you know that Morton Sobell had

left New York with his family in June of 1950? A I did

not know.

~ You see, the.t is better than saying, I1I re

fuse to answer."

THE FOREMAN: That is getting somewhere.

You only make it worse for yourself if you re

fuse to answer when you actually donft know

something.

~ Now, did your husband ever- speek to you

about Mortonfs departure from New York? A No, sir.

(Photostat marked Grand Jury Exhibit

6-A, this date.]

Q Now, I show you an exhibit, which I have

marked Grand Jury Exhibit 6-A, which is an envelope, and

I ask you if you have ever seen that paper? A No, 8

Q Never? A No, sir.

Q Did you write any letters to .Mexico in June

or July of 19501 A No, sir.

Q Do you know Whether your husband ever wrote

any letters to Mexioo in June or July, 19501

a,newer. )

A (No

~ Do you or donlt you know Whether be
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know; he never told me.

~ That 1s good enough, if you don't know. Do

you use 8 typewriter where you work? A Very rarely.

\cc, And have you received any letters from }{orton

in the last year? A NOt sir.

~ Has your husband received any letters from

Morton 1n the last year t that you know of? A No, sir;

we haven't been on speaking terms~

Q, Do you send OhI'is tmas c8.rds to each other?

A No, sir.

Q Do you send any other sort of greeting cards

or otherwise? A No, sir.

~ You say you haven't been on speaking terms

with Morton. Wny 1s that? A Family squabble.

Q But wha.t sort of squabble? A I he.ve nothing

to do with it, but my husband got involved in some kind of

family squabble some years ago.

Q What sort of squabble WEtS 1t? A I gues 9

mother-in-law - dauf!.hter-in-law rela.tionship.

Q Where did Morton come into it? A I donSt

know the details, I am sorry, but I ha~entt seen Sobell

and I ha,ren' t heard from him in years.

Q From the Sobells? A From Morton Sobell.

\,;(, How does your husbe,nd get a.long wi th his

sister-in-law? A With his sister-in-law?
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Q

Q

With his s1ster.

F. Fa,at erne,ok

A All right.

husband? A A sister-in-law?

Q Yes. A Surely, he has.

Q How many sister-in-laws does your husband

have? A He has s1ster-in-la,,;s; I donJt know - - there

are on both sides of the family.

Q How many?

~ QUite a fet'1?

A I would have to count them.

A Yes.

Q And does he correspond with them? A ~~o.

Q Well, how are your relationships with the

other members of you!" family, o'utsld.e of Morton? A

Q Do you visi t ee..,ch other? A On occasion.

~ Have you - you. or your husband - visited

Morton at his home? A I never visited him.

Q But has your husband ever visited him?

don1t know.

A I

Q Has Morton or his wife ever visited you peopl ?

A Never.

~ How are your relations with Edith Lev1tov?

A I don1t know the girl.

Q You never met her?

don t t kno't'l her 0

A I met her once; I

Q Where did you meet her?

her in ca.mp"

Q At Ca.mp Uni ty?

A I think I met
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A Yes.

~ When? A During the summer~

Q This past summer?

~ Did you talk with her? A No.

~ Were you introduced to her? A That t 8 all.

Q Did you have any conversation with her at

all? A No, sir.

Q Was there any reason for that? A No.

~ Do you know the other Levitovs, in Washington

or Arlington, Virginia? A I don It kn ow anybody therso

Q Did you~~~husband tell you what the context of

this note ,-va.s? A No. He just said it was about Morton,

bu t he dldn' t t ell me ~lhe,t 1 t WB.S.

Q Well, what did he say it was, about Morton -

that he was all right, or not at home? A No. He just

said that '~here was a note about Morton, and I tore it up. J

Q But he must have told you whet the note was

about. A No.

Q Why did he tear 1t up - did he tell you?

A NOe>

~ He didn't tell you why he tore it up? A It

was a piece of paper o

Q Pardon me for saying so, but you are his wife.

and I 8.ssume you are fa.miliar 1.,11 th the d.eta.ils of his life;

80 I imagine you ,,,,,ould naturally be curious why he tore

something up from Morton without letting you see it - -

isn't that right? A Well, he didn1t let me see it.
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Q Well, d1dn t t you inquire as to the reason

why he tore 1t up? A I refuse to answer on the ground

that it might incriminate me.

Q Wells he wasn't apprehensive at all. was he

YOUI' husband? A I refuse to answer on the ground that

it might incriminate me.

~ Incrimlne.te you, as to whether yOUl" husba,ni

was apprehensive or not? A (No a.n 8 ~1er. )

~ Do you want to consult with your lawyer?

A Yes.

Q. Then consult with him, but not with your

band. A All right.

[Witness leaves room, and returns.]

Q Now, how do you feel? A Well, I suppose

you know that it was just a note in a plain envelope.
"¥

Q Yea, I know it. A It was anonymous, and

it had no signature, and he was very much upset about

get t ing a not e like that, and he said he would ha~,e no

truck with it, and tore it up.

~ Now, what I want to ask you about ls, 1f,

a.s you ss.ld, :!our hus"oancI Hasn't on speaking terms with

the Bobells t why ~ft]as he so e.pprehens1ve'? A Well, how

does anybody feel about getting an anonymous note? He

didn I t know whe,t 1twas ..

Q. \~e 11) I can answer thst, although you are

supposed to answer the questions. I know what I would do
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if I got an anonymous note. I would call the police, or

I would call the F. B. I. f or - if it was a relative of

mine - no matt er hOii much I d.isliked him, Cine]. if I were

apprehensive, I would oall his family and find out what

happened to Morton - - that is the natural reaction, ien't

1 t? A Well, that is not what we d.id.

Q, I know that ~ but no'ti' I want to kno~l whe.t you

did. You didn't do the natural thing, what comes natu

rally, did you? A I told you what he did; he tore up

the note and told me about it.

~ But that isn't what you would naturally do,

1s that right? A I don I t know.

Q You do know - I just told you. The natural

thing that anybody would do - - after all, blood is thi

than water - - if someone is in trouble, no matter how

much you dislike them, you are immediately going to com

municate with their relatives and try to help out. That

is the natural and normal thing to do - isn't that so?

A (No answer. )

Q Whel,t 1s the ans\-ier? Isn 1tit so? A I don I

know o

~ Oh, look, you do know; you know what the nor

mal thing to do is, don't you? ~ihat is the normal thing

to do when you want to go down from the fourteenth floor

to the ground floor? Wha.1/is the first thing you think Of,

if you want to get down from the fourteenth floor to the
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first floor? A I don't knoi,~ wb.s.t tha.t ha.s to do with it.

~ But I am trying to develop something. Let1s

not be cagy. I am trying to be fe.l:r ,~1 th you. and I am

trying to be open and aboveboard. What 1s the normal

to do? A To go aut.

~ But you don I t walk down first - - thsct 1s not

the normal thing to do. The normal thing to do would be

to take the elevator, ian' t the.t right? A Yes.

Q And the abnormal thing to do would be to walk

down the sta.irs 41 You would do tha,t only in an emergency,

ien It thl:lt right? And when you are thirsty, the normal

thing 1s to get a glass of water; when you are thirsty,

the normal thing is not to take a glass of whiskey. That

1s not normal, if you are thirstYo

And if your child is sick, and someone comes up

to hit your child in the street, what 1s the normal thing

to do? You try to protect that child, don't you? But an

abnormal person "lIiould go up to the person thB,t hi t your

child, and pat him on the back.

Now, the normal thing a person does when a rela

tive. is in trouble, is to immediately communlca.t e and try

to help Qute The normal thing to do with blood relatives

1s to forgive and forget, when someone is in trouble.

You agree with me that far, don't you? A I refuse to

answer that question.

~ You don't agree with me that that is a normal
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thing to do? A I have no opinion in that matter.

Q You are pretty shrewd, aren1t you - - you

don't want to answer anything, and you just don't want to

be cooperative, because of certain things in the back of

your head, which probably have nothing to do ~th this case

Now, do you want to tell me where you work? A I refuse

to anSl,ier.

Q Do you we.nt to talk to your lawyer on that?

A Yes.

~ Then take a walk out.

[Witness leaves room$ and returns.]

(GONTINUED BY BD)
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FLORENCE

BY l\{R. L1u~E :

PAS T ERN A K, recalled.

Q Now, what is the answer to it? A Well, I would still

like to exercise my constitutional rights End not answer

the.t question.

Q Now, when you went out to discuss the subjeots with

your la~~ier the lagt few times did you d1scuss it with him

alone? A My husband 1s sitting there.

Q Yes. I Rsked you to discuss it alone with your

lawyer, didn I t I? A I I m sorry tl Should I have asked him

outside?

Q \':el1 J you know lAlhe.t you should. ha.ve done. A I I In

sorry_

Q You go out and you went into a huddle with your

husband and you come be,ok in here fl,ncl give the a.nsvlers.

You kno1'; thet isn I t right. And I trus ted you to the.t extent

1 asked you to go out -- A 1 1 m sorry. I said to him,

11 I he,va to speak to you alone. n

Q Yes; and then, so "'Tha.t -- A My husbe.nd iS6itting

right there.

Q But you could. have stepped out a.lone with him.

A 1 1 m sorry_ 1 1 11 do that the next time.

JUROR: ~\That did_ you ask your attorney 'i.'lihen you

Kent out?

THE WITNESS: I repeated the question about where

I v,rorked.
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JUROR: And he said not to answer it?

THE WITNESS; No. He said that I could answer it ~f

I wish or I could use my constitutional rights and not

answer it.

Q So you refuse to 8.nsvler on the grouncls it i,'1J11l tend

to incriminate you? A Yes. sir.

Q, NO't'lT, do you c8,rry your Soci,a.l Security number with

you? A No. sir.

Q Did you file your income tax return this year?

A Yes l sir.

Q Where did you file it? A I sent it to Brooklyn.

I live in Queens.

Q And in your income tax return I a.SEume you put down

the name of your employer; is that correct? A Yesl sir.

Q So the.t you still refuse to answer, 8,1 though you

know I have it within my power to obtan the address of your

employer; you know that? A Yes, sir.

Q And you still decline to answer? A Yes. sir.

Q On the grounds it would tend to incriminate you?

A Yes, sir.

JUROR: Is~the Social Security number in your

merria.ge name or your maiden name?

THE WITNESS: In both.

Q In both? You he.ve t~\TO Socia.1 Securi ty nUJnbers?

A No, no; one. It's Florence PRsternek.

Q ':iell, wha.t is the name thet you '''lork under in your
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present employment? A Florence Geller Pasternak.

Q Geller'? You ere no relation to Stanley Grayson;

are you? A Who?

Q, Stanle~l Gre.,yson. A No.

JUROR: Isn l t that funny, donI t you think? Vie

could find out where you work. Isntt that a silly

answer? You have been working there for 18 years

and the.t can I t be kept 8. secret.

JUROR: It would make 8. much better impression

upon the Jury if you did say, since we can find out,

B.nd coopera.te.

THE FORE}UU~: The Juror asked you don't you think

that's a silly answer.

Q Tell me this: Did you ever go to Spain? Were you

ever in Spain? A No.

Q Was your husband ever in Spain? A No.

Q Are you sure? A Positive.

Q Where was your husband in 1936 and 1371

A In Ne't~! York.

Q Were you living with him at that time? A Yes, sure.

Q Did you ever give &ny money to Morton Sobell?

A I refuse to answer on the grounds that it might incriminate

me.

Q Do you understand the question? A Yes.

Q You refuse to answer on the grounds it will tend to

incriminate you, the question 'Nhether or not you gave

--------~._--------



bd 4 Florence Pesterne.k

Morton Sobell any money? A May I see my lawyer now?

Q Yes. Your lawyer, not your husband. A Yes.

[The 'I;~ritness left the room, e.nd then returned. J

Q N01~J I t'\That I s the anS1.~.!el" to ~h8.t? [To the reporter J

Will you give me the last question?

Q [The question referred to was read by the reporter

88 follov.7S: uYou refuse to anSv-Ier on the g:vounds it \l'J111

tend to incriminate you, the question whether or not you

gave i\'10rton 80bell any moneJr ?1I J A I would still like to

stand on my constitutional grounds and not 8,newer the

question.

Q All right. Now, did you send any money to Morton

Sobell after he departed from New York in June, 19501

A I refuse to answer that question on the. grounds that it

might incriminate me.

Q Now, remember, you have got to say -- if you dldn 1t,

you have got to say No. Now 1 did you send any money to

Mexico, to Morton Sobell, 8fte~ June of 1950? A I refuse

to answer on the grounds the,t it might tend to incriminate me.

Q Did your husband send any money to Mexico, to Morton

Sobell, in June or July of 19501 A I refuse to answer on

tr-e grounds that it might tend to incrlmine.te me.

Q Did you send any ~oney to Morton Sobell in Mexico

in September of 1950? A I refuse to answer.

Q Now, wait just a minute. Don't try to flaunt things

becauee you know and I know that he wasn1t in Mexico in

----,-------
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Septembex~, 1950", You go out and te.lk to your. la~.r~{er on

that one; ·and if he gives you the \~.rr·ong e.nsw8r J you go

down to the Court with the Jury. Now, you go out and ask

him a.bout that.. I esked you E: question, if you sent him e.ny

money to Mexico, to Morton Sobell, in September of 1950.

Jo out and ask him about that.

[The witness left the room, end then returned.]

A All right; I still stend on my constitutional rights.

Q You refuse to e.nsv.:er on the grounds it v,rould tend

to incriminate you? A Yes.

Q Whether you sent money to Sobel1 in f;lexico in

September, 1950. And 1 1 m telling you that in september,

Sobell 'flre.s here in j8til, in Ne't.v York Oi t~... yet you refuse

answer that question on the grounds it would tend to

ne.te you.

MR. UU~E: Let me step out just one minute.

[Mr. Lane left the room, end then returned.]

Q. You still rely on that) ana. it 1 S a,s a result of a

conferenoe with your attorney that you say that you refuse

to answer on the grounds it will tend to incriminate you,

thE.tt que s t ion '? A Yes, sir.

lJlH. LANE: 1,~'e can adjourn this meeting right

no't,] 8.nd heve the worr.e.n back at e later date. I 111 give

her the date. You will excuse her for now until a

later date ..

THE FORElvw_N: You ere excused. until you are advised
by Hr. La,ne.




