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HARRY D. BEL 0 C K J called 8.S a. wi tness, having

first been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified as

follows:

BY MR. LANE:

Q Mr. Belock, 'tliThat is your home address?

A 7829 221st street) Bayside, Long I slend.

Q ~~d your telephone number? A HOllis 5-0013.

Q And what 1s your business address? A 14th Avenue

and 112th street, College Point.

Q And do you have some name of the company? A Yes;

Belock Instrument Corporation.

Q And how long has that been in existence? A About

a. month.

Q Now, you are married, are you? A Yes.

Q, Any children? A Two.

,Q And how old B,re you? A The girl 1s eight and the

boy is four.

Q How old are you? A Forty-three.

~ Now, where did you go to scbool, Mr. Belock?

A I went to grammar school in ~rooklyn, then went to Brooklyn

·Prep for a while; I went to Pratt Institute, nights.

Q. And you ere 8,n engineer? A Not by degree 1 but by

examination by the sta.te of Ne1llT York, licensed professlone,l

engineer.

Q. NO'ttlT J were you in the service? A During the war

I il\ft.lS employed as chief of the fire control and radar section,
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the.t 'tve used to call the data. control section, B.t Camp Evans.

~ Camp Evans? A At Belmont, New Jersey.

Q Now, you were connected with the Reeves Instrument

Corporation a while back, weren't you? A Yes, sir.

Q When did you first become associated with Reeves?

A I stsxted with Reeves Instrument -- it was not Reeves

Instrument; it was Hudson American when I went into it. I

started just a little before the end of D-Day -- the

European war weB pretty ,,,Tell over and they- released me out

of the labratories a.nd I felt that I could do better it I

lArent into industry a.nd carried on development work there.

So it WEiS I thlnlc -- I left Camp Evans in october, 144, I

believe. Yes, the company -- Reeves is just six years old.

Q And you 1~lent in as what; vice president? A No. I

just went in on a handshake. And when Claude Neon took it

over I beoame executive vice-president and general manager.

Q Now .. were you born in New York City? A Yes, sir.

Q How long have you -- no; 1 1 11 ask you this: As

executive vice-president e~nd general mans..ger of the Reeves

Instrument Corporation what \-Jere your duties? A vlell, I

~!a8 in charge of all the englnee~ing, all the production t

811 of the development, 8.11 of the design; because vlhen we

started the thing there were just about six of us and we

clevelopecl,ourselves, and designe/l most of the equipment we

did at the time.

Q And did you have cha.rge of the employment, too?
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A Yes I I had all the engineering and for qui te a 'toV'hile I

hired all the men in the shop.

Q Now, did you know this man Elitcher1 A I met Max

Elitcher ~11en I started at Reeves, I met him up at the

of Ordna.nce.

Q And. did you hire him? A Ye s, I did.

Q Is he a competent engineer? A M~~ is very competen¥*

I hired him from the knowledge he had in naval ordnance work.

Q Now, this Morton Sobell; how long have you known him?

A I knew Mort back from the days at Camp Evan 8. I \..;as

assigned to do a certain job by the War Department, I was

supposed to make a. survey on certain equipment used in fire

control a.nd 1 n rader. I went up to see Sperry, G. E. and

Bell Labs--Bell Laboratories, rather. I went up to the

B,ero-marine division w'here I S8.\V' -- I think 1 t was his

officer. We called him II Tinylt Fink; a.s a matter of fact J' I

don1t even remember his first name. And he brought Mort down

from the lab up on the roof and 1"tTe \"Jere talking about these

different projects. As things went along -- we designed a

job at C&.mp Evans for the Air Foroe 8,nd. it just happened that

Mort Sobell was as~igned to do the' job. Things went along.

I did not see Mort or hee.r of him until I brought in Sid God~t

'tv-ho later took Dr. Fink I s job vJho Mort worked for. Godet

ca.me r..vith me e.nd. then things got e 11ttle pre ssing a.nd \~re

started looking for engine ere and. 1"1e kne1l\T of Sobelll s capa­

bilities and }.fort came do1trn from Scheneota.dy, 'VIe had a talk
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and ~"!e came to an agreement 1 and then and there Sobell went

to 1vork for Reeves.

Q And what did he start at, do you recall? A I think

Mort started about six thousand to sixty-five hundred; it

was in there some place, in between.

Q Now t did he recommend Max Elitcher? A No, he did

not. The story of 1-1ax Eli tcher is this: M&"C worked up a.t

the Bureau and he 'AraS up there for quite a while, long af'ter

V-J Da,y, 8.nd ",Te had this one system that 'tve developed with

Dr. Drs.per of M. I. T. ' 1-1e anwhi1e Max Elitcher 1i\Tas working

on another fire control system which 't,~!as developed by M .1.

the section known as radia.tion laboratory; he was the proj-

ect engineer for the Bureau of Ord.nance in the aircraft

fire control section. \-Ie11" the system vlas pretty ,~ell

finished and developed, it was going out to sea. and was

being produced, 8_nd when anything goes into production at

the Bureau of Ordnance the:!' eutomatics,lly take it out of

the resea.rch. 8.nd de~elopment group and bring it down to the

production group. Ne were very anxious to see this system

which we had developed with Dr. Draper get as far as it

could possibly get .. MB~ Elitcher t knowing Navy projects

a.nd knowing N8.VY procedure, and so forth t I approached him

to come with me. He did not approach me; I approached him.

Q When was that? A Gee, I forget the date.

Q Roughly. A I think Max was With us for about two

and a half years. It's within that vicinity. I don't know



if itt 8 t1,\TO or two and a half year's. It's a.round there J

possibly less. Well. I went up to his section head -- or,

no; I told Me..x to see his section hea.d, who wa.s Commander

I'4ustin t U. S. N. -- he was an Annapolis graduate -- and I

told him to tell Mustin that if it was all right with him.
as

I was going to take Max and put him on/a project engineer

on this new system that ~ore call gunner

Q What wa.s his nBIae; l~ustin? A Commander Lloyd Mustin.

And "ttl"TS agreed. As a ma.tter of fact, I don t t think I even

spoke to Lloyd about it any more. I think Lloyd went out

to sea. But 1 t V\.l'as a.greed between Elltcher and myself tha.t

he fin1sh up what he hs,d to do at the Bureau before he oame i\n.

Q NO'\?', as fs.r as you know, ''lTere Sobell and Elltcher --

were they friendly? A Well, they lived close by each other.j

I don't know how friendly the.;y were at the Burea.u. As a

metter of fact J I didn t t even knOrT Eli tcher went to school

with Mort Sobell until conversation came up with Elitcher

one day 8.nd Mort sa.ying 1 J'\'1ell , Max and I went to school. U

As a metter of fact, it just happens that El lot of the boys

at Camp Evans happened to be in the same class 1'!1th Mort, I

believe, at C. C. N. Y.

Q. Do you knot.., a.ny one of them that "-lere their class-

IDs.tee? A \\1e11 , I just remembered, since Sem LeVine told me,

Sam was a classmate of his. I think Aaron Coleman was, down

8.t camp Evans, "'IS.S a cla.ssmate of his.

Q Sam is outside? A Yes. There was one other one; I



think. Johnny Ruze; he is up, I think, B.t Harvard now.

Q Tell me, did you ever visit the Sobells or the

Elitchers socially? A No. I had very little to do with

anybody in the plant, socia.lly.

Q, NOl,.,r, did, you knoirJ that about two yea.rs a.go Sobell

was the subject of investiga.tion by one of the Government

agencies? A Yes, 1 did. As a matter of fact, I was one

of the few people that did when the Federal Bureau of

gation came up, by the way. The way I knew about it is,

we put through a PSQ form --

THE FORE1'-iAN : vvhatIs the.t?

THE WITNESS: A personnel seourity questionnaire.

A (Cont 1 g) We had a letter back that he 't,\!as -- there was

some doubt of his clearance -- I don't remember the exaot

"'lording -- and we trled to find aut v..rha.t 1t we~s abo ut . And,

generally, when we got back anything in any doubt about

their security, if it was necessary we had to let him go.

We couldn't comrni t anybody that -- and. never tell him that

it was due to their clearance that we had to let him go.

But t.cle way we used to approach the thing -- if the person

went ab~ut their work, you just couldn't up up and fire him.

I mean, you would break the morale of the place. So the

only excuse we he.d. \.\18.8 that their cleEtre.nce just ha.dn' t

come through es yet. But in the ce.se of Mort SobeIl, he

had been with us quite 8 while and the last thing I had

ever suspected was his security, because he was up at



fire control equipment. Some of it is secret, some of it

General Electric, in the aero-marine division, for so many

yeexs, working on the same equipment we have, which is gun

Belockbd 7

I mean, most of it is every-day fire control 1-lork th:lt you

could ree,d in maga,Zine s or books. Then the Federal Bureau

of Investigation came up end. they brought the thing up to

me there. There 'tIlTS.S one other person -- there \;"rere very

few in the plant tbe,t kner.i about it except this fellow

Hank Aldrich, and possibly -- we call everybody by nicknames

I forget the first name -- there might have been possibly

someone else. Well, when this Federal Bureau of Invest

mS.n came up a.nd he told me about it he says j n \\That do you

't,,"Tant to do e._bout 1 t?·1 I sa.id, nLook, t' I says, Uthe man has

a. lot of ca.pebilities. He is very intelligent. He is

arrogant. I have no trouble handling him." And I didn't.

I mean I could -- to me, he would always listen. I 8ays~

nlr you let him out of here, if he is guilty he can do you

more harm the.n he can do you good. IS I said, ItWhat the man

don1t know isnlt worth while knowing." The jobs he was

working on, the projects he was working on at Reeves might

have been cla.ssified "Secret U and any engineer that's been

in the same type of business I \.,e '''lould. have no trouble

imcgi..ning such e system. I me8_n, 1t might not be wi th the

finesse that 'lole did, but itt s just like build.i,ng t1.\TO cars:

You get 8 Chevrolet 8nd B. Cedille.c; ycu could. sell either

car•. If you want the better one, you'll ,get the Cadillac.



So I talked to him for e.bout t\i'O hours. I said. 1 u'\tJhy don It

yIe leave him in the plant here Etnd just keep him under sur­

veillance? If he makes a move 1 you've got him."

Q Do you remember ;.·rho the Agen t 'Y\ras? A No) I donIt.

There were three of them.

Q. 1t>les it a big 1'e11o,,,,? A I think it 'tare.s the tall cha~.
f

n Schroder? A To tell you the truth, I don't remembe~"'"
the name. 1~ell, the conversation ended by him s8.ying he

"ii!,ould like me to meet his boss) e.nd he thought I had some

good ideas to the effect of ho~..r to 'I;'\:a.tch the man. I says,

'1 If you take him out of here you' 11 never know anything .. n

Well, things went along for about a year, I believe, a year

G.nct a ha.lf; end for a person 'w'orking -- there ~]a8 nobody

,·d~lO \"Torked. ha.rcler tha.n Sobell J nobody had so much energy.

Q 1.vell, did you ever express B.n opinion l.vhether you

thought Sobell belongeo. to the Communist Party? A No, ..I.

never talked about those things.

Q Did you ever suspect that he did belong? A No, I

never he.d. an idea of that until this 81 tuationcame up at

the time when we had trouble with his clearance.

Q WeI1 ~ no,\r~ did. Sobell ever rem8-rl~ to you that he was

working under B terrific strein and he felt his nerves

would crack? A No' He was working with this engineer

from '~latson Le.bre.tories, \,}hich is an Air Force la.boratory,

and the on1;>' thing he compla.ined about was that it -vtas prett~

tough getting along With this project engineer.



Q But he never said. the.t he '·...as nervous'? A No. The

only time I ever had any inclination of him breaking do\V,O --
I

as a matter of fact, he took a two weeks vacation at one tim~
t

wanted to get it out. And none of us ever sa\\T any exceptional.l
!

need fOl'" the thing except that it :.,ras a commitment and everY1

body tried to meet it.

Q \'lhat was he 't\Torki ng on the le.t te r part of June?

A He worked ort the same job, the Air Parce job. He W8.8

cleared by the Air Force.

Q When was he cleared. by the Air Farce? A Reeves
had

has the r3cord. It was a letter that the Air Force/cleared

him for conf id_entie.l "'Jork.

Q, He ir'.iee c Ie a.red.. Are you sure of that? A I 1m' almos1

certain. I saw the letter. The letter is in the file.

JUROR: }-!r. Lane, U Confid.entle_l" is a very 1011'1 <

established

THE v!ITNESS: It goes through three: II Conf'iden-

tis.l,U USecret U and IITop Secret. II

JUROR: That's what I mean.

TEE lfiTNESS: \ve had the top-·secret '!'lork at the

plant.

Q llCcnf'identie.l lt vTould be termed as routine?

A Well, alaost everything you do, unless ~ts a -- top-

secret is what you c8.11 phenomenal; something you s..re looking
,.. -.--- .. ---- ....-- ..--------..----r-.---
1
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for end never hope to find.

Q But they cleared him in Reeves for secret work, too

I think, didn't they? A That's right.

Q But he wasn't cleared for secret? A I thir~ it

V,Tas nConfidentia.l" or 118ecret. II The thing could_ be checked

very easily, because the letter 1s in the files at Reeves.

Q Well, we'll check that. A Whatever the job called
-

for, that 1 e what he was cleared for.

Q \18.8 the job that he was working on a.t the end

June cleared up? A The job was absolutely completed

for two small pe~ts of the system which still isn't cleared

up until today, because he worked' on it and he was being

pressed by this other job, I mean the main part of the Job 1

and we had some trouble getting some of the equipment from

the Air Force e.ssigned to us to try this thing out. As a

matter of fact, it1e still being worked on till today.

Q Now, as I understand it, you invited Sobell to come

to New York to work for Reeves; is that correct? A The.t IS

right.

Q And you sa.y that you never had, any indication or

reason to believe that Sobell wa.s Communistic? A I never

Q Did you eyer te11 anj'one that? A I never "'Tell,

after he 't·!8.S taken out -- not even after he 'ttias taken out.

VJ"hen I hee.ro_ about 1t I ,,:,r8sn I t even convinced then that the

me.n 't'!e.s Communistic. As E;t mEtter of fact, I e.pproached the

FBI this way and I think this is ~iliy we decided, as a



of fact, to leave him there. At the time tbat -- there

have been any tendency to be a member of the Communist Pe.rty

I thirut everybody in the country will remember it was quite

8 fad. I remarked I uEed to go through the park with the

children 8.nd there 'Kou1d be 8 girl 14, 15 J 16 years old with

somebocl:>' t8.1king a.bout the Perty. It '",<\18.6 £' tremendous --

it '\vas a tremendous sVJ1ng quite a. fe1*! years ago. I remember

while I 'l:{8.S out in C~tli.fornia people talked a.bout the Pa.rty J

II the ps-rty. II And B.t the time things started -- I told the

FBI me..n, I says, It At the time that things started getting

pressing about the Communist Party a lot of people have

chs.nged their mind end maybe dropped it. Maybe some of them

kept on thinking that "tvay. U I s8.lel, U Uhat t'ias in his mind,

I dian't know. I had no inclins.tion that the man would ever

be involved v;;1th the Commu.nist Party. II But as I put 1 t to

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, "l wouldn't put it

past anybody to, et tha.t certain period of time, for any­

body to try to slide over to the Communist PB.rty. It

Q HOi!!: about you? You never diel? A Dh, they sent me

a paper one day. I told them if they didn't stop sending

it I would get the FBI after them.

,~ 1'l!ls.t i!,1HS th8.t, the De.ily Worker? A No. I think

i t T,.\re.s e.. Labor pEtper.

Q Did Sobell ask for 8. va.cation during t.Tune of 1950?

A I dontt remember.

Q You don't recall he ever asked you for it? A No.



Q Did he indicate the.t he 1'liaS sick or neede<l a vaca-

tion, or anything like that? A No. The only indication I

he,d that he cracked up "Jag that -- I "'lent to see the P. G.

golf tournament at Columbus --

Q vlhen vJ'8dj th8.t? A I know it \\T8.S 'the ''IJeek he left

the plant ..

Q That would be June or July -- June of 1950.

A Probably yes. rim trying to recall the date. But it was

during when I went to see the P. G. A. tournament with Al

Culcei of Fresh 1·1ee.do·ws. When I came back r found a letter

on the desk and I opened it up and there was a very fine

letter from :Mort a.nd he SEtid he \·,E3.S taking a Iittle vaca­

t ion, his nerves sort of let loose, and he 'tvill be back in

a few weeks and then he will decide what's what. Well, I

just put the letter on the desk B.nd forgot about it.

Q Was the letter postmarked in some way? A It was

postmarked, but I didn1t even look at it. It was vwitten

out in longha.nd.

Q Was it sealed? A Oh, yes.

Q And what sort of paper was it on? 'A The funny

is, I remarked sbout the paper. It was just some -- an

ordinary piece of ~rr'1ting paper with the blue lines on it,

something a school child would write a letter on to her

mother from school. I'll edmit one thing: It looked like

8. letter tha.t 1-r CLS l'lri tten in an a1·;rful hurry. And e.fter I

got the letter J I don't think 1 t \"Tas 8.n hour le.ter when I
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asked my secretary to call Sobellis house and see if he was

sick, because generally if eny of the boys e.re sick or eny-

thing I wanted to know what was the matter with them; if

they needed any help) try to help them out in some 1..,8.Y.

Well} the girl told me that she got no answer. So I went

in to Elitcher a.nd I se-id, lILook, Mecx) v.rhen ;you go home at

night teJ~e e we.lk over and see hotv !'~ort is. 1t \Nell, I just

couldn't figure out tha.t if I got a letter tode.y if' the man

was sick B.nd he left so soon. 1tJell, Flax v!ent .over C3.nd he

came be.ok and he sa.ys, uTbere is nobody home. U So I said,

"Well, I guess he "Volent e.~~re.y for a few' ""eeks." And, thel,.t's

where we let the thing set. As a matter of fact, I went

back to look for the letter for the FBI. I couldn't find it

BeC8.use I remembered very carefully I had put it under

my blotter and knoWing the case I didn't know; I just

had a hunch -- I'm very psychic at times -- that something

might come up B.nd I '~Tould want thl s letter. And I just

coulon1t find it. I turned through the desk inside out and

I just couldn't find that letter; B.nd I ha.ve a prettj- good

file system.

Q Well, now, to the best of your recollection, what

did. the letter sey? A It 1rJas very short , it "ras about t"JO

pe.re.grsphs long. T:r~.t he had felttired a.nd that he wanted

to take' 8. trip or take a v8.cation for e. while, that his

nerves had cracked up, that the job was in pretty good

as fa.r 8.8 he kne't..,r; 1rlhich I 8.greed with him, except for the



one piece which I told you about. That was pretty well

finished, pccordlng to his mind, and the boys working for

him kne't~! how to finish 1t; end thet he \1!10uld see me in a

fe,\oT '",:reeks and then deci<le 'ttTha.t to do.

JUROR: The stamp on the envelope didn't attract

you in e.ny 't<rB.y?

THE vvI TNESS: No.

THE FOREMAN: Did you show this letter to Max?

Did. 1'<i8X see thls letter?

THE WITNESS: No, nobody saw the letter.

Q Did your secretary see it? A Well, she didn't

see it, because all she did was put the envelope -- gave me

the mail in the morning.

Q. She must he.ve seen the letter. A Oh, she didntt

open it.

Q But she must have seen the letter. A She probablY

did see it.

Q 1\That -v.Tas her na.me; Adler? A No. Grace Daniels.

Q Who? A }~s. Grace Daniels. She was the first

person that started with me "Then I started Vw~ith Reeves

Instrument.

BY THE FOREJ:.1AN:

Q. But you aid tell M8-X you did receive a letter?

Oh, yes. I looked at the letter and I went over to

Yll"'S. Daniels end I said, uDo you mind calling up?U I said,

ill Hant to 08.11 Mort, see ho~,r he feels J 2nd see if there is
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anything I can do. 1I And. then I told Max J tl It's funny J if

the man is slck l that I can't get him on the phone. n

Q Well, was the letter written in lead pencil or ink?

A I think it ,..Tes lo'!ritten in ink, if I remember.

Q. v.ia,S it on lined, notebook paper? A It 'l.vas on --

it looked to me like 8 shorthand pad.

Q Lined? A Yes, lined paper.

Q. And '''That sort of e.n envelope? A Just an ordinary

envelope.

Q, Sts.mped envelope or -- A No, I' don rt remember.

I never looked at the stamp.

Q Well, you could tell if it was a foreign stamp.

11 \'fell, 1 dontt kno'tllJ. I have looked B.t a lot of foreign

stamps in my life, but that didn't look like one to me.

Itll tell you why I look at foreign stamps. I happen to be

8, radio amateur e.nd I get cards from allover the 't\Torld,

and this boy' llcross the. street from me has a mani8. for

collecting stamps; so, when the stamp looks like it's some-

thing he likes, I te.ar it off.

Q So we CB.n probably clssurne 1 t \liaS a Uni'ted sta.tes

stamp on there? A It probably was.

Q Because otherwise you probably would have torn it

off .. A l/Jell, if' it NB.S G. foreign sta.mp, it v,rould have hit

me pretty fast; because the foreign stamps, 1 1 11 tell you,

generally Ere le.rger ste.mps than the Americs.n stamps, I be-
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and it didn I t look like an alrma-il stamp and it \'\'asn I t a

special delivery stamp, because the only large stamps I

in this country when you can'~ get one lerge value stamp

you get a series of stamps; so the only large stamp I know

is an airmail st8.mp or a special d.e11very stamp.

Q Now, did you hear anything from Sobell from that

time on? A I never heard a word.

'Q He,ve you talked to him since? A No.

Q Have you comrnunicatecl ~Tith him in any 1>[8.y1 .A His

,-,.Tife called B.t the office one day, by the \lIra.y.

Q How long ago? A I think it 1-re.S a fev! "-leeks a.fter

he 1-Jas brought back from IJlexico. '

QDid you talk \toIi th her? A And I d.idn't ta.lk to

her, for the s 1mple reason \"ras I was tied up with some Navy

officers.

Q Did she tell you what she wanted? A No. I asked

the girl to ask her what she wanted, but she said she

would cftll back.

Q Ha$ 8,n:,rone gotten in touch vJith you for Sobell. lis

lawyer or anyone? h No. If they did, it wouldn't do them

any good, because I wouldn't talk to them.

Q. Did he ss.y in the letter tha.t he ,~e.s going to any

pe.rt iculs.r ple.ce for o. v8.cation? A No; just taking a trip_

Q He didn't say when he would be back? A I remember

distinctly he said he would be back in a few weeks.

~ He se.1d that in the letter? A Ye s.
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Q. N01..!, did you report that to anybody'? A No, I did not.

Q Well, how do you take care -- how did you take care

of things like that? A T~vell, I 't-1GS going to wait to see

\<That happened, say for Gtbout ten days, if I found out i.'fhere

he 'tAra.s and then get ahold of Aldrich. dot'\Tnstairs, \"!ho took.

car~ of all our security with the Government. And how it

got out, I don1t know; but Aldrich, as e. matter of fact,

knew about it, because Aldrich came up to me.

Q Knew about what? A Knew about 800e11 leaving.

As a matter of fact, some of the boys remarked to me the.t

he left so sud.denly. And. I 8.sked one pa.rticular engineer

if he hed seen Sobell and he said,' uYes. He looked. pretty

bad. He looked like his nerves 't-rere pretty 'tvell shot."

So I spoke to Aldrich. I s8.1d, tl Let IS 't'fai t to see "rhat

happens J fo r 8,bout ten de.ys or so and j II I said) n then we t 11

do as you suggest. We'll just have to go to the FBI, or

~vhoever 1 t is, to notify them that Sobell is no longer here."

Q Well, did you notify the clerk that Sobell was on the

sick list or vacation? A Well, the engineers, you never

notify the sick lea.ve. Vle re.n an orgarlization in this

rna,nner: that an engineer knev-! of no hours there, and I helve

hacLengineers there ,,,,,ho 1(e1"e in the hospite,l for a month,

sick for three, four, five weeks; they always gotpaid.

Q Well, did you inform Sobell's supervisor? A I was

Sobell's supervisor.

Q I see. And did you report the absence to anyone?



I dian I t have to report 1 t to anybody, beca.use I ra.n the

plant. The only one I talked to about it, I believe, was

Ala~ich. And he was very -- 1 1 11 tell you tr~truth; he was

Belock18

pretty impatient about reporting it tothe FBI. And I felt

this way: Instead of going in 8,nd trying to make a mountain

out of a small molehill; give it at least ten days, two

weeks; see ,-,hat happens. You just can 1 t go out and start

propaganda to an orga.nization l,Ari th a thousa.nd people and.

start gossip and rumors going.

Q Well, what did Aldrich say? A Well, he agreed With; .

me. \ve never talked. about things at length, because the

less it was talked about the thing the better the situation

t"las, for the simple reason is this: That if you ste.rt

spreading gossip about things like that, the place gets in

an uproar.

Q Well, 'what I'm getting at, to sort of pin-point this!

a little better: Did Aldrich tell you that he suspected

Sobell of anything? A Well, Aldrich couldn't tell me he

suspected Sobell of anything because Aldrich knew as much

about Sobell as I dicl and 8~t times he probEibly knew more.t

because I got most of my inforrna.t1on there for e. while from·

Aldrich, because -- I tOltl the Feder~ll Bureau of Investlga-

tion Alc.lrich ,,,'as the man they should con tact, because if

fol"" any cleera.nee in the place, everything 1~Tent through

Aldrich. After he left the personnel development J if there

~<...!e~8 e.ny clears.nee the.t came in for a person --
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Q We 11 J you may re C8.11 that you S B.id Aldri ch W8.S

impatient to tell the FBI immediately that Sobell was --

A Vvel1 , he t·l8.S impetient in this form: \v-here he came up

and said, "Do you think we should notify the FBI now?"

I says, It No. Let t 8 \~r8i t 8. 'toJh11e. II

(Continued by I FG)



he knew he was under survel11a.nce; we both knew.

he wanted you to notify the F. B. 1 0 right away?

Be+ock

~
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Well, did he give you any· reason as to 'ihy I
A 1.v ell,! .

I
I

Re; Morton Sobell
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~ Here is what I am getting at: Here 18 a man

who lea veB, and he is gone, appa.rently, 1~lth his little

notification - - he isn't home - - he is supposed to be

sick, and he disappears suddenly; and Aldrich

A fdell, for the simple ree.son - - I think I can figure
After all,

out Aldrlch l s viewpoint on the thing: /We were nlnety-e1gh~

Ipercent Government in the plant, anc. 'ttle il'1orked pretty closq
!

with theF it B. I. on this particular thing, a.nd there 't~ere I
i

some other things up there that didn't pertain to anybody I

in the Communist Pe.rty; and I think his view was the-t the

faster we tola the F. B. I. the better position Reeves

Instrument would be in.

better posi tion the compa.ny would be in.

He figured that the faster we told the Fo B. I o theA

IYou sa.y tha.t the less you t old the F o B. I. - i-
t
i

!. I
I
I
I

Now) Mr. Belock, what was 'Aldrlch l s job there"
I

A Aldrich took care of most of the Navy communica.tions,

and all the securityo

~ihat? A

I
Q What was his job there - was he a manager. orl

No. He was down in the sales department, and I
he was an admlnistre.tor.

1

How Ald.rich came into the cOIU~~1.'._;

,I
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he v-1EtS s. Lieutenant-Comme.no.er in the Navy J as B. Na.val In-

epector at Ford Instrument, representing the Bureau of

Ordnance

iqI, T~fuat diel y01.l say you did. with that letter?

A I plaoed it under my blotter. I remember tr~t very

tinctly.

~ You don1t remember having destroyed it, or

thrown 1 t away? A No. I destroyed the envelope.; that I

remember.

1ttl en the Federal Bureau of Inveetige.tion ceme up a.nd

Q But you can1t account for the letter, as to

Q \ias there any reason for that? A No - just

a.s El matter of habit,. I still do it today.

A I rememberd1stinctly thatwhere it d16appear~d to?

the letter, I went and looked under the blotter, and I

through some folders I hSJd on .thet desk, beca.use I ha\re

he.d papers on that desk for years. You could find every­

thing, from 8. screw driver to everything I he.d.. wri tten

back in the Ws.r Department

Q NOill, Mr. Belock t was this Sobell matter of

a.bsence ha.ndled in the same wsy you handle a.ll other mat­

t ere of that type? A ~r hctt I s right 10

Q There was nothing unuBtl8.1 about it? A Noth1pg

unusual.

Do you reca.ll seeing Sobell at work on June

16, 1950'1 A If I ss.id I c.id I ~;J'ould be a liar. The
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only time I saw Soba11 in t he plant was when r want ad to

get something done, or we hed sometlling to talk about.

I cs.n tell you, on this pal·tlcule.r project he '-las on, 1'1e

talked. to each other qui te a. fe,..; times e. day, over the

I phone.

~ Well, do you recall seeing him at his home or

at work on either June 15 'or 16th - - that is Thursday or

Frida.y? A It would be pretty hard to remember.. If you

a plant with a thousand people, and you know most of the

people as well as I did, I could just as soon say ~es" as

Uno,!l because if I 'i!lalk through the plant - - I am trying

to say how hard it is to remember if I saw him or not at

that time.

Q This letter tha.t you received, was that re-

calved some time after Sobell bad departed, or was it the

first day that hew-as missing? A I dontt know, for the

simple reason that I know that Sobell was in the plant the

6.8..y before I left for Columbus.

Q Sobe11 '.vas in tha.t pla.nt the de.y before you

left for Columbus? A That I s right; before I left for

Columbus f Ohio.

~ And. that was on a v.reekend? A I know it \t!."8.S

on a weekend because Al Cuicci got into Columbus, I beli

it weds, a v{ednescls.y night, and. we went to see the tourna-

ment Thurso.a:y, and we Sa\~1 the tourns.ment FridB.y, and we

'tolere supposed to lee_ve on B. fi VB 0 I clock plane a.nd the
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J 0·\....." ~• 'wi..... .,:

plane didn1t leave until about two olclock in the morning.

~ And you got in Sunday? A No, we got in

early Sunde.y morning.

Q And you were back at work on Monday?

right.

i

A That t ~
(

~ And that 1s ~hen you found the note? A Tt~t1~

right.

~ And when you left for the tournament, Sobell

was there? A Thatls right; he was working.

A JUROR: Was he the only ma.n uno.er sur-

the.t time?

velllance at that time?

Q Were there any others under surveillance at

A Well, Max E11tcher's name was mentioned by

the F. B. I.

//\L... Q__A_ny_b_o_o.Y_e_l_S_e?__A_'--------------\
Q. But he v:as 'be1ng 1nvestigflted? A We ha.d

some trouble with his clearance, ~hich is a very funny

situation.

Well, did you give Sobell any company doou-

ments or company booklets, or any papers, after June 16,

19501 A No) I c.ld not. As a matter of fact, I will

tell you this, about the booklets and the security in the

plant: We h8Q. I\Secret,B tlTop Secret" and llConfident1al l1

reports down in the librRry, and the librarian had a list

of the people that were cleared to get the different

FOI]\_ (b) 7 - (C)
FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Grand Jury

repor1 a •
I
t

'''I'
i
j
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If you were cles.red for ItConfio.ential, It you coulon I t get

a n8ecret U or a uTop Secret ll report. and if it got out it

was strictly the librarian's responsibility.

Q. vtho \"as the libra.rian? A I don1t remember.

Yes, I think I do - it was Green.

~ Mrs. Green? A Yes, Miss Green.

Q But up to the time you had left with Culccl

for the golf tournament, you he.dn1t given any documents

to Sobell, 1s tha.t right? A No. As 8. matter of fs.ct,

I don't believe I ever gave him any. The only documents

I ga.ve him was wi th reference to the work he was d.oing •

•Q Did you mail anything to Sobell after he left

A No.

You ha.c. no commun1ca.tlons with him at all?

A No.

Q Did you ever tell any employees or officials

at Reeves that Sobell was Communistio, or that you knew he

was Communistic? A No, I dian I t mention it; but hOVl the

grapevine gets working I will never know, and I think

neither will anyone else know~ but there used to be talk

about it; but I felt pretty good.. as t.o the fact that 101e

kept it qUiet in the plant.

Q, ~ie.s 1 t the policy of the company to ha.ve all

the employees take the vacations B.t the Same time? A No.

It all depended upon how the work-load weB. One year we

closed the plant uP. and at other times it was split up -



Q Well, would a vacation a month previous to
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What was the vaoation period for 19501

think we had the first two weeks in August.

A I

that be out of the ordinary? A No, I don't ~1eve so,

for the simple reason that in a few cases, through the

yea,los - - there were never any large vacation period.s J but

there would be some individuals - one, two or three - that

would try to get an extra week and drive across the count

and wanted to get back to the plant when the rest of the

plant got back, sa we would let them take a week or twq

before.

Q Did you ever he.va such a case ,,,here a man

away and then sent a letter - - that was unusual, wasn't

1. t? A Yes t 1t was very unusual. Here I ea\-T the man

Friday, and I work as hard. as anybody, and you just don It

collapse

Q You weren't there Friday. A Not the Friday

I left - - I left on a Wednesday, and I say if he left on

a Friday, when he WB.S in the plant on Wednesde.y or Tuesda.y

before - -

Q You see, Friday was the 16th, and you left on

\vednesday, the 14th. A I left on Wednesday afternoon •

....:, On thel 14th? A If that is the da.te we left

for the tourna.ment; but what I am trying to bring out is

the.t 1 t 1 s unus uS.1 for 8. maXi to collaps e in f our days,

unless the stra.1n wa.s 60 heavy on him tha.t he couldn 1 t
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take it.

~ Did he look 8..11 right to you ~1hen you left

the golf tournament? A He always looked all right to me.

He didn't look any worse than I did.

MR c LANE: Do you have any questions?

THE FOREMAN: ~nen you told Max that you

got a letter from Mort, did he look surprised or

knowing, on his part?

THE WITNESS: No. Well, the only thing I

se.ld. 1s that "I ha.ve a let t er from Mort, the.t he

t'ITants to take a couple of weeks off, B.nd I can't

get him on the 'phone. Just drop by his house

in the evening" II

SHE FOREMAN: It is nothing unusua.l for a.

man to get sick?

THE WITNESS: That's right, it 1s not un-

usual, but for a man to collapse 1s unusual.

A JUROR: But for a man who is under sur-

ve111ance, wasn't that unusual to you?

THE WITNESS: No, that didn't strike me at

all, because at the time he had left there was

no 81 tuatlon that I \111'8,8 Rvlare of, tha.t would

even bother him o

Q. Did you ever hea.r- Sobell 1 s na.me connected

with Julius Rosenberg? A No) I did not. As a matter of

fact, the only thing I knew about Rosenberg was when I
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about Sobell in the paper, and that 1s the only way I knew I
I

there was any connection. I
MR. LANE: Could the witness be excused

temporarily? I want to bring another man in,

and we may have another question or two after'

tha.t.

TEE FOREMAN: You may be excus ed temporari,l~~
I

Thank you.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)




