. US v. Morton Sobell
. December 14, 1950
Presented by Myles J. Lene, Esq.,
Asst. U. S. Attorney.

a1l . ... ... Belock __ __ , .

- HARRY D, BELOCK, celled as a witness, having
| first been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified ae
follows:
BY MR, LANE:
Q Mr, Belock, whset is your home address?
A 7829 22ist Street, Bayside, Long Islend.
Q And your telephone number? A HOllis 5-0013.
Q& And what is your business address? A 1hth Avenue
end 112th Street, College Point.
Q And do you have some neme of the compaﬁy? A Yes;
Belock Instrument Corporation, |
Q Ahd how long has thet been in existence? A About
§ a month. |
; Q@ Now, you ere married, are you? A Yes.
¢ Any children? A Two,
Q@ And how old are you? A The girl is eight and the
boy is four.
Q@ How 0ld ere you? A Forty-three,
Q@ Now, where did you go to school, Mr, Belock?
A I went to grammer school in Brooklyn, then went to Brooklyn
Prep for a while; I went %o Pratt Institute, nights.
Q And you zre an engineer? A Not by degree, but by
exemination by the State of New York, licensed professionsal

engineer,

£

3 Now, were you in the service? A During the war

I wee employed as chief of the fire control and radar sectioﬁ,

i
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; went into industry and cerried on development work there.

| believe. Yes, the company -- Reeves is Just six years old.

thet we used to call the dsta cqntrol gection, at Cemp Evans;
Q Camp Evans? A At Belmont, New Jersey. |
& Now, you were connected with the Reeves Instrumsnt
Corporation az while back, weren't you? A Yes, sir.
& When did you first become assoclated with Reeves?
A I sterted with Reeves Instrument -- it wes not Reeves
Instrument; 1t was Hudson Americen when I went into it. I
started Jjust a 1ittle before the end of —- D-Day -~- the

European war wes pretty well over and they released me out

of the labratories and I felt that I could do better if I
So it wses I think -~ I left Camp Evans in October, ‘44, I

% And you went in es what; vice president? A No. I
Just went in on a handshake. And when Claude Neon toock it
over I became executive vice-president and general manager.

@ Now, were you born in New York City? A Yes, sir,

Q How long hsasve you -~- no; I'11l ask you this: As
executive vice-president and general meneger of the Reeves

Instrument Corporation what were your duties? A Well, I

ot

ves in charge of 211 the englneering, =ll the production,

2]

.

11 of the development, &ll of the design; beczuse when we
gtarted the thing there were just about six of us and we
developed ,ourselves, and designed most of the equlpment we
did et the time.

Q@ 4£nd 4id you have charge of the employment, too?
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A Yes, I hed all the engineering and for quite a while I
hired e11 the men in the shop.
Q@ Now, did you know this men Elltcher? A I met Max

Elitcher when I sterted st Reeves, I met him up at the Bureau

of Ordnance.
2 And di4 you hire him? A Yee, I did.
Q Is he a conmpetent engineer? A Max is very competent.
I hired him from the knowledge he had in naval ordnance work;
Q Now, this Morton Sobell; how long heave you known him?
A I knew Mort back from the deys a2t Camp Evans. I was
assigned to do a certain job by the War Department, I wes
supposed to meke a survey on certein equipment used in fire
control and in rader. I went up to see Sperry, G. E. and
Bell lLebs-~~Bell Lesboratories, rather. I went up to the
eero-marine division where I saw -~ I think 1t was his
officer. We called him "Tiny" Fink; as a matter cf fact, I
% don't even remember his first name. And he brought Mort dow@
» from the lab up on the roof end we were talking about these
| Gifferent projects. As things went along -- we designed a
job at Cemp Evans for the Air Force and it Just heppened that
Mort Sobell was assigned to do the job. Things went along.
I 4id not see Mort or hesr of him until I brought in Sid Godet
who lster took Dr. Fink's job who Mort worked for. Godet |
ceme with me and then things got & little pressing and we
sterted looking for engineers and we knew of Sobellis capa-

- bilities and Mort came down from Schenectedy, welhad a talk
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and we came to an agreement, and then and there Sobell went

to work for Reeves.

‘)

@ And what did he start a2t, do you recall? A I think:
Mort started sbout six thousand to gixty-five hundred; it |
| was in there Some plece, in between,

Q Now, 4id he recommend Max Elitcher? A No, he did
not. The story of Maex Elitcher is thls: Mex worked up at |
the Bureau and he was up there for guite a while, long afteré

V=g Day, end we had this one system that we developed with |
Dr., Draper of M, I. T. Meanwhile Max Elif{cher was working

on another fire control system which was developed by M .I; T.

the section known as radiation laboratory; he was the proj-

. ect englineer for the Bureau of Ordnance in the sireralt
fire control section. Well, the systen was'pretty well
finished eand develbped, it wes going out to sea and was
% being produced, and when anything goes into production at
i‘the Bureau of Ordnance the; sutomatically take it out of
the research and development group and bring 1t down to the
production group. We were very anxious to see this system
which we had developed with Dr. Draper get gs far as it
could possibly get. Max Elltcher, knowing Navy projects
and knowing Nevy procedure, and so forth, I approached him
" to come with me. He did not spproach me; I spproached him,
Q When was that? A Gee, I forget the date.
& Roughly. A I think Max was with us for about two

and a half yeers. 1It's within thet vicinity. I don't know f
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. with Mort Sobell until conversation came up with Elltcher

if it's two or two and & half years. It's sround there,

; possibly less. Well, I went up to his section head -- or,
; né; I told Max to see his séction head;.who was Commander
E Mustin, U, 8. N, -- he was an Annapolis graduate -- and I
- told him to tell Mustin that if it was all right with him,

as

f I was going to teke Max and put him on/e project engineer

- on this new system that we cell gunner --

Q What was his neme; Mustin? A Commander Lloyd Mustin.

§ And we agreed. As a metter of fact, I don't think I even
% spoke to Lloyd esbout 1t any more. I think Lloyd went out
. to sea. But it was agreed between Elltcher end myself that

' he finish up whet he had to do at the Bureau before he ceme in.

Q4 Now, as fsar as you know, were Sobell and Elitcher -~2

- were they friendly? A Well, they lived close by each other.

I don't know how friendly the y were at the Buresu. As a

nmetter of fact, I didn't even know Elitcher went to school

f one day and Mort saying, “Well, Mex and I went to school,®
% As 2 matter of Tact, 1t Just hsppens that a lot cf the boys

et Camp Evans happened to be in the same class with Mort, I

believe, et C. C. N. Y.
4 Do you know any one of them that were their cless-
metes? A Well, I juet remembered, since Sem Levine told me,

Sem was e classmate of his. I think Aaron Coleman was, down

et Camp Evans, wes & classmate of his.

¢ Sam is outside? A Yes. There was one other one; I |
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j We couldn't commit{ anybody that -- and never tell him that

- haé been with us gquite & while and the last thing I had

think Johnnﬁ Ruze; he‘is up, I think, et Harvard now. [
Q Teli me, did you ever visit the Sobells or the

Eiitchers soclally? A No. I hed very little to do with

anybody in the plant, soclally. |
Q@ Now, did you know thet sbout two years ago Sobell

was the subject of investigstion by one of the Government
agencies? A Yes, 1 did. As e metter of feaet, I wes one
of the few people that did when the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation came up, by the way, The way I knew about it ig, wher

[

we put through a PSQ form —-
| THE FCREMAN: What's that?

THE WITNESS: A personnél security dquestionnaire.
A (Cont'g) We had 2 letter back that he was -- there wes
some doubt of his clearance -- I don't remember the exact
wording -- and we tried to find aut what it was about. A4And,
generelly, when we got back anything in any doubt sbout

thelr security, 1T it wes necessary we had to let him go.

it was due to their clearance that we had to let him go.
But tre way we used to avproach the thing -- if the person

went about their work, you Jjust couldn't up up end fire him.

I mean, you would bresk the morale of the place. So the
only excuse we had wes that their clearesnce just hedn't

come through es yet. But in the cese of Mort Sobell, he

ever suspected was hls security, because he was up at
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. Hank Aldrich, end possibly -- we call everybody by nicknames;

- I forget the first name -- there might have been possibly

. man came up end he told me about it he says, "What do you

~ want to do sbout it?" I said, "Look," I says, “the man has

General Electric, in the zero-marine division,‘for 80 many
years, working on the same eguipment we have, which is gun '
Tire control equipment. Some of it is secret, some of it noé.
I mean, most of it is every-day fire control work that you ]
could read in mageazines or books. Then the Federal Bureau

of Investigstion came up snd they brought the thing up to

- me there. There wss one other person -- there were very

few in the plant that knew about it except this fellow §

i

someone else., Well, when this Federal Buresu of Investigetion

a lot of cepebilitles. He is very intelligent. He is

errogant. I have no trouble handling him." And I didn'st.

I mean I could -~ %o me,‘he would always listen. I says,
iTf you let him out of here, if he 1s guilty he can do you
more harm then he can do you good,* I said, "What the men
don't know isn't worth while knowing." The jobs he was
working on, the projects he was working on at Reeves might
heve been classified "Secret' and any engineer thatt!s been
in the éame type of business, we would have no trouble
imgining such & system. I meen, it might not be with the
finesse that we did, but 1it's just like building two cars:
You get & Chevrolet and & Cedillec; you could seli either

car. If you want the better one, you'll get the Cadillsc.
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% So I talked to him for sbout two hours. I said, "Why don't
~we leave him in the plant here snd just keep him under sur-

- veillance? If he mekes & move, you've got him."

Q Do you remember who the Agent wes? A No, I don't.

- There were three of them.

Q Wes it 2 big fellow? A I think it was the tall chaﬁ.

Q Schroder? A To tell you the truth, I don't remembef
the name., Well, the conversation ended by him saying he |
would like me to meet nis boss, end he thought I hed some
good ideas to the effect of how to watch the man. I says,
#If you take him out of here you'll never know anythiﬁg."
Well, things went 2long for ebout a year, I believe, a year

end a half; end for & person working -- there was nobody

who worked harder than Sobell, nobecdy had so much energy.
Q Well, did you ever exprees an opinlon whether you

thought Sobell belonged to the Communist Perty? A No, +

‘never talked sbout those things.,

Q@ Did you ever suspect that he 4id belong? A No, 1
never hed sn idea of that untii this situation came up at
the time when we héd trouble with hie clearance, \
@ Well, now, did Sobell ever remark to you that he was

working under & terrific streinr and he felt his nerves

- would crack? 4 No/ He wes working with this engineer

from Wetson Lebretories, which ie an Air Force leboratory,
and. the only thing he complained about was that 1t was pretty

tough getting slong with thie project engineer,
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Q But he never said thet he was nervous? A No. The
conly time I ever hed ahy inclination of him bfeaking down --
é as & metter of fact, he took e two weekes vecatlion &t one time
§ and I told him to teke an extra week because we were pushing
j pretty hard et this job. Why, I don't know. They Just
- wanted to get it out. And none of us ever saw any exceptiona

need for the thing except that it wae a commitment and every-
é tody tried to meet 1it.
" Q What was he working on the lefter part of June?
; A He worked on the same Jjob, the Alr Force Job. He was
cleered by the Air Force.

Q When was he cleared by the Alr Force? A Reeves
| hae the ricord. I%t was o letter thét the Alr Force?i%eareﬁ
' him for confidentiel work, |

Q He wee cleared. Are you cure of that? A I'm almost

certain. I sew the letter. The letter is in the file. |
JURCR: Mr, Lene,“Confidential® is e very low
esteblished -- |
THE WITNESS: It goes through three: ‘“Cenfiden-
tiel," “Secret' and “"Top Secret.®
JURCR: That'e whet I meen.
THE WITNESS: We had the top-secret work at the
plent.

Q YConfidentiel' would bé termed zec routine?

1

A Well, almoet everything you do, unless iit's a —-- top-

secret is what you call phenomenel; somethlng you sare lodkiné

i
i
1
I
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for znd never hope to find.
& But they cleared hiﬁ in Reeves for secret work, toog

I think, didn't they? A That's right. |
Q But he wasn't cleared for secret? A I think it

wag "Confidentiel® or "8ecret.," The thing could be oheckedi

very easily, because the 1etter g in the files at Reeves.

o Well, we'll check that. A Whatever the job called;
for, that's what he was cleared Tor. |
Q Wes the job that he was working on at the end of
June cleared up? A& The job was absolutely completed except
for two small parts of the system which still isn't cleesred

up until today, because he worked on 1t and he wes being
pressed by this other job, I mean the main part of the Job,
and we had some trouble getting some of the equlipment from
the Alr Force essigned to us %o try this thing out. As a

matter of fact, it's still being worked on till today.

Q Now, a&s I understend it, you invited Sobell to come
to New York to work for Reeves; is that correct? 4 Thet's
right, |
| Q And you say that you never hasd any indicaetion or
reason to believe that Sobe}l weas Communistic? 4 I nevef déd.

Q@ Did you ever tell anyone that? A I never -- well,z
after he wes taken out -- not even after he was teken out.
When I heerd sbout 1% I wesn't even convinced then that the
man wag Communistic. As a metter of Taet, I approached the

FBI this way end I think this is why we decided, as a matier
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of fect, to leave him there. At the time that -~ there mighé
have been zny tendency to be & member of the Commuﬁist Partyé
I think everybody in the country will remember it wes quite (
g fad, I remerked I used to go through the park with the

children and there would be & girl 14, 15, 16 years old with%
somebody talking about the Perty. It was & tremendous -~ |
1t was & tremendous swing quite & few years ago., I remember%

while I wes out in Celifornis people talked ebout the Party,

. “the Party." And et the time things started -- I told the
; FBI men, I says, "At the time that things started getting b
pressing about the Communist Party & lot of people have

changed their mind snd meybe dropped it. Maybe some of them
§ kept on thinking that way." I sa2id, "'"hat weas in his ming,
| I didn't know, I hed no inclination that the man would ever

é be involved with the Communist Party.® But as I put it te

E the Federzl Bureeu of Investigation, "I wouldn't put it ;
E past enybody to, et thet certain pericd of time, for any-
| body to try to slide over to the Communist Party.*!
: § How about you? You never did? A Oh, they =zent me
e psper one day. I told them if they didn't stop sending
it I would get the FBI efter them,

Q What was that, the Daily Worker? A4 No. I think
it wes & Lebor wveper.

4§ Dia Sobell ask for z veacaticn during June of 15507
A 1 don't remenber,

o You don't recell he ever asgked you for 1it? A4 No,
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4 Did he ;ndicate thet he was sick or needed a vaca- 7
tion, or enything like theat? A No. The only indlcation I t
ned that he cracked up wes that -- I went to see the P. G&. Aé
golfl tournament &% Columbus -- | |

Q When wes thet? A I know it was the week he left
the plant,

@ Thet would be June or July -- June of 1950, |
A Probsbly yes. I'm trying to recall the date. But it wasg
during when I went to see the P. G. A, tournament with Al |
Culcel of Fresh Meadows. When I ceme back I found a letter
on the desk and I opened it up and there was & very fine
letter from Mort end he said he wes taking a little veca- |
tion, his nerves sort of let loose, and he will be back in |

a few weeks and then he will decide what's what, Well, I

just put the letter on the desk and forgot about it.

Q@ was the letter postmarked in some way? A 1% was
postmarked, but I 4didn't even look at 1t. It was written
out in longhsend, |

Qg Wee it sealed? A OCh, yés.

Q And whet sort of peper was 1t on? 4 The funny thing
is, I remarked ebout the peper. It was just some -- an. |

ordinary plece of writing paper with the blue lines on 1%,

gomething & school child would write a letter on to her
mother from sgchool., I'11 admit one thing: It looked like
g letter thet weas written in en ewful hurry. And sfter I %

got the letter, I don't think 1t wae an hour later when I ;

e e A A s At eSO
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§ Because -- I remembered very cerefully I had put 1t under

é my blotter and knowing the case —- I dldn't know; I Just

g hed & hunch -- I'm very psychic a2t timeg -- that something
| might come up end I would want this letter. 4And I Just

? couldn't find it. I turned through the desk inside out and
: I just couldn't find that letter; end I have & pretty good

- file eystemn,

.

o

€ g ﬁ N
S48

7%

| ssked my secretery to call Sobell's house &nd cee if he was
- sick, because generelly if &ny of the boys ere sick or any-
' thing I wanted to know whet was the matter with them; if

; they needed any help, try to help them out in some way.

- Well, the girl told me that she geot no‘answer. So I weﬁt

: in %o Elitcher and I said, "Look, Mex, when you go home at
; night take & welk over and see how Xort is." Well, I just
% couldn't figure out thet if I got a letter todey if the man
§ wes sick end he left so soon. Well, HMax Qent,over and he

§ came back and he says, "There ies nobedy home.® So I seaid,

? "Well, I guess he went eway for a few weeks," And that's

g where we let the thing set. As & matter of fact, I went

E back to look for the letter for the FBI. I couldn't find it.

Q Well, now, to the Dbest of your recollection, what
did the letter say? A It wess very short, it was about two
peregrephs long. That he had felttired and that he wented
to teke e trip or teke & vaecetion for 2 while, that>his

nerves had cracked up, that the job was in pretty good shape

ag far es he knew; which I egreed with him, except for the

[
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one plece which I told you about. That wes pretty well
finished, eccording to his mind, end the boys working for

him knew how to finish it; #nd thet he would see me in &

few weeks and then decide what to do, _ P
JURQOR: fThe stemp on the envelope didn't attract %
you in any way? |
THE WITNESS: No. ‘ %
THE FCREMAN:; Did you show this letter to Hax?
Dié Maex see this letter?
THE WITNESS: No, nobody saw the letter.
G Did your secretery see 1t? A Well, she didn't
see 1it, because all she did was put the envelope -- gave me
the mail in the mornihg.
Q She must have seen the letter. A Oh, she didn't
open 1t.
Q Buﬁ che muet heve seen the letter. A She probably
did see 1it, |
Q Whet wes her name; Adler? A No. Grace Daniels.
Q Who? A Mrs., Grace Deniels, She was the first !
person that started with me when I started with Reeves
Instrument.
BY THE FOREMAN:

Q

v

But you Adid tell Mex you 4did receive 2 letter?
4 Ch, yes. I looked at the letter and I went over to
¥Mrs. Daniels znd I seid, "Do you mind cealling up?"® I seid,

*I want to call Mort, see how he feels, end see 1f there lis

-
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7 enything I cen do." And then I told Max, "It's funny, if
the man is sick, that I can't get him on the phone."
BY MR, LANE:

& Well, was the letter written in lead pencil or ink?
A T think it wee written in ink, 1f I remewber.

G Wes it on lined, notebook paper? A It was on --
it looked to me like 2 shorthand ped.

Q Lined? A Yes, lined papef.

Q And whet sort of en envelope? A Just an ordinary
envelope,

Q Stamped envelope or -- A No, I-don't remember.
I never looked et the stamp.

Q Well, you could tell if it wes = foreign stamp.
A yell,  don't xnow. I have looked 2%t a lot of foreign
stemps in my 1life, but that didn't look like one to me.
I'11l tell you why I look at foreign stamps. I heppen to be
2 radio emateur and I get cards from &1l over the world,
and this boy scross thé_street from me has a maniz for
collecting stampé; g0, when the stamp looks like it's some-
thing he 1llkes, I tear it off.

Q@ So we can probebly sssume 1t was & United Stsates
gtamp on there? A It probably waé.

£ Because otherwise you probably would have torn it
off. & YWell, if it wes & Toreign stemp, it would heve hit
me pretty fast; becauss the foreign etampe, I'1l teli you,
generally ere larger stamps than the Americen stamps, I be-

lieve, 1n some cases, end this didn't look unusuel tome, . . .
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and it 4idn't look likelan airméilnstamp and 1t wasn't a
gpeciel delivery stamp, because ﬁhe only lerge stamps I know
in this country when you can't get one lerge value stamp
you get 2 series of gtamps; so the only large stamp I know
',is an airmall stemp or a special dellvery stamp.

% Now, did you hear anything from Sobell from thet
time on? A I never heard s word,

‘@, Have you talked to him since? A No.

Q Have you communiceated with him in eny way? A Hise
wife called at the office one day, by the way.

Q How long ago? A I think it wes & few weeks after
he was brought back from lexico.

Q Did you talk with her? A And I didn't talk %o
her, for the simple reasson was I wes tied up with some Navy .
ofTicers. |

& Did she tell you whet she wanted? A No. I asked
the girl to ask her what she wanted, but she said she

would cegll bsack,

G Hes anyone gotten in touch with you for Sobell, Hs
lawyer or enyone? # Ho. If they did, it wouldn't do them f
&ny good, because I wouldn't talk to them.

Q@ Did he say in the letter that he was going to any
perticuler place for a vecation? A No; Jjust taking a trip.f

Q He didn't say when he would be back? A I remember |

distinetly he sa2id he would be beck in s few weeks,

& He ss8id that 1in the letter? A Yes,.
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4 Now, did you report thst to snybody? A& Wo, I did not.

2 ¥Well, how do jou take care --'how did you také care |
of thinge like that? A Well, I wes going td walt to see
what happened, say for ebout ten days, if I found out where
he was and then get a2hold of Aldrich downstairs, who took‘
cere of a1l ocur securlity with the dovernment. And how 1t
got out, I don't know; but Aldrich, es & matter of fact,
knew ebout 1t, because Aldrich came up to me.

Q Knew about what? A Knew about Sobell leaving. ;
. As e metter of fact, some of the boys remsrked to me that !
% he left so éuddenly. And I ecked one particular engineer
é 1T ne hed seen Sobell and he said, "Yes. He looked pretty
% bad. He looked like his nerves were pretty well shot.®
S0 I spoke to Aldrich, I ssid, "Let's wait to see what !
% happens, for about ten days or so énd," I said, "then we'll
% do ag you suggest. We!'ll just have to go to the FBI, or
%whoever it is, to notify them that Sobell is no longer hére.@
Q Well, d4id you notify the clerk that Sobell was on th&
%sick list or vacetion? A Well, the enginesrs, you never 7
notify the sick leave. We ran an organization in this
~manner; that en engineer knew of no hours there, end I have
had engineers there who were in the hospitel for a month,
gick for three, four, five weeks; they always gotpaid.

Q Well, did you inform Sobell's supervisor? A I was
- Sobell's supervisor.

% I see. And did you report the absence to snyone?
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' A I didn't heve to report it to anybody, because I ran the

plant. The only one I talked to about it, I bellieve, was !
Aldrich. And he wes very -- I'11l tell you thetruth; hé was
pretty impetient about revorting it tothe FBI. And I felt
this way: Instead of going in end trying to make a mountain,
out of s small molehill, give it at least ten days, two
weeks; see what happens. You Jjust can't go out eand start
propsganda to an orgenization with a thousand people and.

start gossip and rumors going.

Q Well, what did Aldrich say? A Well, he agreed with

me, Ve never talked about things et length, because the

yless it was talked about the thing the better the situation %

was, for the simple reason is this: That 1f you start
spreading gossip about things like that, the place gets in
an uproar,

Q& Well, what I'm getting at, to sort of pin-point thisé
a little better: Did Aldrich tell you that he suspected |
Sobell of anything? A Well, Aldrich couldn't tell me he
suspected 3obell of anything because Aldrich knew as much
about Sobell as I 4id end et times he probably knew more,
because I got most of my information there for o while from
Aldrich, beceuse -- I told the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion Aldrich was the men they should contact, because 1f —-
for any clesrance in the plsce, everythlng went through |
Aldrich. After he left the personnel develooment, if there

wes eny clearence thet ceme in for s person --
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Q Well, you ﬁay recall that you szid Aldrich wes

1mpetienf to tell the FBI immedistely that Sobell wag --

A Well, he wag impstient in this form: where he came up

2nd sa2id, "Do you think we should notify the FBI now?!
I seys, "No. Letts weit & while.¥

‘Continued by I FG)

o T
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December 1k, 1950
’ Belock
Re; Morton Sobell

(Mr., Lane) |

% Well, &1¢ he give you sny reason as to whj
he wented you tu notify the F. B. I. right away?v A Well,
he knew he was under sufveillahce; we both knew,

& Here is what I am getting at: Here is & man
who lea'ves, and he is gone, apparently, with his little
notification - - he isn't home - - he 1s supposed to be
sick, and he disappesrs suddenly; and Aldrich 1s anxious
%o tell the F, B. I. that he 1s gone, Now, what I am get-
ting at is, why the anxiety of Jjust one engineer missing?
A Well, for the simple reason = - I think I can figure

After all,
out Aldrich's viewpoint on the things /We were ninety-eight
percent Government in the plant, ané we worked pretty close
with the F, B, I. on this particulsr thing, and there were
some other things up there that éidn't pertain to anybody
in the Communist Parfy; and I think his view was thst the
fester we told the F; B. T. the better position Reeves
Instrument would be in,

Q@ You say that the less you tolé the F, B, I, -
& He figured that the faster we told the F, B. I, the
better position the compeany would be in,

% Now, Mr, Belock, what was Aldrich's job there?
A Aldrich took cere of most of the Navy communications,
and all the security.

Q@ Whet wes his Job there - wes he & mansger, or
what?i A No. He was down in the sales department, and

he was an sdministretor. How Aldrich came into the company

/

-
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he was a Lieutenant-Commesnder in the Nevy, as & Navel In-
spector et Ford Instrument, representing the Bureau of
Oranance - - 4
< Whet did you sey you did with that letter?
A I placed 1t under my blotter. I remember that very dis—é
tinctly. |
W You don't remember having destroyed it, or |
thrown 1t away? A No. I destroyed the envelope) that I |
remember, '
L Q@ Wae there any reasson for that? A No - juet
§ a8 8 matter of habit, I still do it today.
| Q But you can't account for the letier, as to
g where it diesappeared to? A I remember distinctly thet

wh en the Federal Buresu of Investigation ceme up and wented

H
£

| the letter, I went and looked under the blotter, and I went
through some folders I hed on that desk, because I have
hed paspers on that desk for years., You could find every- |

thing, from a screw driver to everything I had written

back in the War Depertment - -
| Q@ Now, Mr. Belock, was thies Sobell matter of
absence handled in the same wey you hendle all other mat—
ters of thet type? A Thet's right,
9 There was nothing unususl about 1t? A Nothing
unusual, 1
«“ Do you recsll seeing Sobell at work on June

16, 19507 A If I eeid I &id I would be a liar, The
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~only time I saw Sobell in the plant was when I wanted to |

S B

get something done, or we nad somethiing to talk about,
I cen tell you, on this particul&r>project he was on, we
talked to each other duite & few times e day, over the
'phone,

«“ Well, do you recall seeing him et his home or

et work on either June 15 or 1lé6th - -~ that 1s Thursday or

-

Friday? A It would be pretty hard to remember, If you ru
e plent with a thoussand people, and you know most of the
people as well as I did, I could Just as soon sey “es'" as

"no, " beceuse 1f I walk through the plant - - I am trying

{ to say how hard it is to remember if I saw him or not at

,‘ that time, |

; Q This letter that you receivsd, was thet re-
ceived some time after Sobell had departed, or wasg it the
first day thet he was miesing? A I don't know, for the
simple reason that I know that Sobell wees in the plant the
day bhefore 1 left for Columbus,

& Sobell was in that plant the déy before you
left for Columbus? A That's right; before I left for
Columbus, Chio.

% And that was 5n a weekend? A I know it was
or a weekend because Al Culcel got into Columbus, I believe
it waes, & Wednesday night, and we went to see the tourna-
ment Thursday, and we saw the tournament Fridsy, and we

were suppocsed to leave on & five o'clock plane end the
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plane didn't leave untll about two o'clock in the morning.;
|

% And you got in Sunday? A No, we got in |

early Sunday morning,

Q@ And vou were back at work on Monday? A Tha@'s

right.

< And that is when you found the note? A That!

S,

right.
% And when you left for the tournament, Sobell
wae there? A That's right; he was working.
A JUROR: Was he the only man under sur-
veillance at that time?
Q@ Were there any others under surveillence at §

I
that time? A Well, Max Elitcher's neme was mentioned by§

the F, B, I.
Q@ Anybody else? A _j&

,?/ Q But he was bPeing investigated? A We hed

gsome trouble with hie clearance, which is & very funny
sltuation,

* Well, dld you give Sobell any company docu-
menve or company booklets, or any papers, after June 16,
1950? A No, I é&id not, As & matter of fact, I will
tell you this, sebout the booklets end the security in the
plant: We haed "Secret," "Top Secret" and *"Confidential"
reports down in the library, and the librearian had & list

of the people that were cleered to get the different reporﬁs.

; !
."4 . . . ' PR
FOIA(b)7 - (C) !
FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Grand Jury S
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If you were cleared for "Conficential," you couldn't get
a "Becret®" or a "Top Secret' report, and if 1t got out it
was étrictly the librarian's responsibility.

% Who was the librarian? A I don't remember,

Yes, I think I do - it was Green.,

& Mrs, Green? A Yes, Miss Green,

Q@ But up to the time you had left with Cuiccl
for the golf tournament, you hadn't given any documents
to Sobell, is thet right? A No, As s metter of fact,
I don't believe I ever gave him any. The only documents
I gave him wes with reference to the work he was doing.

Q@ Did you mail anything to Sobell after he left?
A Yo,

You had no communications with him at all? |

A No.

Q@ Did vou ever tell any employees or officials
et Reeves that Sobell wes Communistic, or thet you knew he%
was Communistic? A No, I didn't mention 1tj but how the
grapevine gets working I will never know, and I think |
nelther will anyone else know, but there used to be talk
about 1t; but I felt pretty good as to the fact that we
kept 1t gquiet in the plant.

& Wes it the policy of the company to have all
the employees take thevacsations at the seme tine? A No.g
It &ll depended upon how the work-load wes. One year we %

closed the plant up, and &t other times 1t was split up - -
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I “ Yhat was the vacation period for 19507 A I§
think we had the first two weeks 1ln Augﬁst,

& Well, would a vacation a month previous to
that be out of the ordinery? A No, I don't lEieve =0,
for the simple reeson that in a few caseé, through the
years - - there were never any large vacation perlods, but

there would be some individuals - one, two or three - thatg
would try to get an extra week and drive acrdss the country
and wanted to get back to the plant when the rest of the
plant got beck, so we would let them take a week or two
before,

Q@ Did you ever have such & case where s man went
gway and then sent a letter - - that was unusual, wasn't
14? A Yes, it wes very unusual, Here I saw the man
Friday, and I work as hard as anybody, and you Just don't
collapse - - |

Q You weren't there Friday. A Not the Friday

I left - - I left on a Wednesday, and I say if he left on

& Friday, when he was in the plant on Wednesday or Tuesdsay
before - -
Q You see, Friday was the l6th, and you left on

Wednesday, the 1lith, A I left on Wednesday afternoon.

W On the 14th? A If that is the date we left
for the tournament; but what I am trying to bring out is %
that 1t is unusuel for a méen to collapse 1n four days, |

unless the strain wes so heavy on him that he couldn't

|
|
|
i
|
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‘ take it,

'~  Did he look all right to you when you left for

the golf tournament? A He always looked all right to me,
HEe dién't look any worse than I &id.

MR. LANE: Do you have any questions?

THE FOREMAN: When you told Max that you
got a letter from Mort, 414 he look surprised or
knowing, on his part?

THE WITNESS: No, Well, the only thing I
seld is that"I heve a letter from Mort, thet he
wants to teke & couple of weeks off, and I can't
.get him on the 'phone. Just drop by his house
in the evening."

$HE FOREMAN: It is nothing unusual for a

men to get sick?
THE WITNESS: That's right, it ie not un-
usual, but for & man to collapse is unusuel,

A JURCR: But for a man who is under sur-
velllance, wasn't that uwnusuel tc you?

THE WITNESS: No, that didn't strilke me at
all, becesuse at the time he had left there was
no situation that I wes aware of, that would
even bother him,

& Did you ever hear Sobell's name connected
with Juliue Rosenberg? A No, I 4id not, As a matter of

fact, the only thing I knew &bout Rosenberg was when I read

L
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about Sobell in the peper, and that is the only wey I knew
there was any connectlon, |

g ‘ MR, LANE: Could the wltness be excused
temporarily? I want to bring another man in,

and we may have another gquestion or two after’

that,.

THE FOREMAN: You may be excused temporarily
Thank you. !
(WITNESS EXCUSED)
! u o






