
BY }'ffi.. LANE:

testified as follows:

Seay

SEA Y; called as a wit-

It '\;'1a8 not classified.

A None of them are IITop Secret. 1I

ALE.XANDER

Q, 1~lhat was your ~Tork -- 'V-That did your ,,'lork consist of'

Q What 111ia.S it? A It \..~as on radar.

Q. Now, are these projects clflssified as tlConfidential,"

- Q Teaching? A No. I was working, research work.

Q What sort of research work? A I was doing research

Q And are you IDe.rried? A No. I I ill single.

Q Were you in the service? A No, I wasn't.

Q And ""There did you "'Jork bef' ore that? A I 'vlas wi th

ness, having first been duly sworn by the Foreman,

Q Your a.ddress, Mr. Seay, home address?

Q Now, how old are you? A I was born in '21; I'm 29.

December 14, 1950
Pre sen ted b;)T }{yle s \oJ. Lane, Esq.,

Asst. U. S. Attorney.

beL 1
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A 192-28 67th Avenue, Flushing.

Q And your telephone number? A OLympia 8-4414.

the University of Texas tirtTO years previous. to that.

ment Compe,ny? A Three years.

on a Government project.

e number of projects we have there.

at the Reeves CompB.ny? A Well, I'm engineer in Chftrge of

Trjey ere 8.11 either nSecret,1I IIConfidentiel l1 or lIRestricted. 1I

11Secretll or uTop Secret U ?
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Very few non-classified projects.

Q Did you know Morton Sobell? A Yes, sir.

Q How long did you know him? A For the time that I

i.IiJ'"HS at Reeves. I met him there for the first time.

Q Were you intimate with him in the sense that you

visited him socially? A No. I was in his home once.

Q 1fuen l'Jas that? A Shortly Hfter I moved out to

Flushing. He didn't live so very far from there and I

dropped over one Sunday afternoon.

Q Did you meet his family? A Yes, I met his wife,

and I believe they had a little girl at the time.

Q. And did you meet his sister-in-law? A I don't be-

lieve so. No. It seems to me that there was someone else

present at the time, but I believe it was a neighbor from

aero BS the ",ray.

Q Did you kno,,",! l1e.xEli tcher? A Yes, I knen·..T :Max. He

is at the plant.

He lives close to -- A Yes, he lived across the

way. I was never in his home.

Q Now, yan know Sam Levine? A Yes, I do.

Q You '\JIforked on projects "t,'I!ith him? A That's correct.

He was engineer in charge of certain phases of projects for

the Signal Corps in ",{!\Thich I was in cha.rge of at the plant.

Q, 1'Jere they IISecret U or lITop Secret ll ? A No. They

are classifiecL u8ecret ll and IIConfidential. 1I I ha.ve no

I1Top Secret U classification.
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Q HO~T did. that sys tern of cleare.nce ~'I1'ork up there?

V.Jere some cleared for 1\ Confidential" and. some for II Secret"

and some for "Top Secret u "( Do you recall or do you kno't'IT?

A To the best of my knowledge, there are very few "Top

Secret ll clearances. That \-Jork -- the generel type of work

\,lIje have doesn I t require that type of clearance. But I be-

lieve that most of the fellows are cleared for "Secret."

Some are cleared. for IIC onfidential. u

Q 1iell, 't"!hen a man comes in, like 't1r. Levine, and he

is coming over to discuss with yau a secret project

A He has specific clearance for that day.

Q He has, for that day? A Yes.

Q, And. he comes in -- he is escorted into the building?

A Yes.

plans or specifications or material that Y<OJu

Q, He is escorted into yourrOOffi11\Jhere

Q Nov.!, t'\Then he gets in there you have

you are? A Y'es

got to get the

are going to

-

a.,isouss with him from somewhere. NOV\T, where elid. you get

that from? What I 8 their procedure? A That ma,terial i8

generally kept in the contract office and flIes iAThich they

Q Is that a safe or file's? A Yes, they have a file.

Q And do you have to get it through a requisition of

some sort? A 'lrJell, I have access to those files through

that secretary. That secretary keeps up 1~Tith ",That is done,

but I don I t have to sign any papers.
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Q You mean you ce.n just 't'V·alk in ancl take papers out?

A Yes, from the files which I'm concerned With.

Q And no one stops you? You just walk in and take

them out? A I believe that's correct.

Q You donlt check them out at all? A No; thatls

c arrect.

~ What I'm getting at is J supposing I 1",Ta.S classified

or cleared for nConfidential U -- A Yes.

Q you are cleared for II Secret" -- A Yes.

Q ,\AJould there be anything to prevent my going into

that same place and taking them out? A Well, yes.

Q What would prevent it? A Well, only those people

who have a position in the plant stich as mine

Q 1 1 m assuming that 1 1 m working in the plant, I'm

working in the plant, in the same room that you ar:e, but

;; I I mcla-ssitied. as Ii Confidential tl and. you are classified for

n Secret. U A \~ell, I d.on I t think you would be able to go

in and get the 11'Secret" file.

Q We 11, what would prevent me from doing that, under

the situation you described? A Well, the people in the

office.

Q V.J'ell, who would. k.no'tV" that I I m Ii Secret lt and you are

nCon~ident1al"? A Well, our security officer is in an

c"dj8cent office to that office in 'which the files a.re kept.

Q But does he supervise, does he watch? A He is in

charge of security for the plant.
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Q I kno't'l; but in this pa.rticular rOOr1 where all the

pla.ns are kept, all the data is kept, v.Thet v-lould prevent one

person from getting the same materictl a.s you get?

A Well, I suppose the only thing that could keep it from

them would be the instructions which the secretaries have

in that office.

Q Well, ~Tho are the secretaries in the office?

A They ~tre the secretaries to the vice-presidents in the

organization.

Q And they are in the office in which the. material is

kept? .A Yes.

Q Who are they?

know them all b;y" name.

A And to ~Jlr. Aldrich. I don It

Q \'V'ell, how many are there? A There are some four,

at least.

Q And you say you think that theh know the ones that

the names of the people who can go in and get the IISecrett!

material? A Yes. They won't let people have information

out of the files, I don't believe.

Q Well, you don't know, as a matter of fact.

A I don't know. It's outside of my jurisd~ction, really,

it isn't my position to act in that manner. I kno't'l]' that

they will -- they supply me with any information on the

project to \~rhich I 'm ~ts8igned, and which I 'kJant.

Q Well, you say you can go in and get it. Don't you

ask someone for it? A Yes, I get the information and they
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know that I take it. I don1t take it without their knowing it.

Q You show it to them? A Yes J that I £ right.

Q Well, that's ~mat 1 1m getting at; I want to know

what the check is on that system.

JUROR: :May I interrupt you, sir. Are you per

mitted to go direct to the files yourself, or do you

have to ask the secretary to get it for you?

THE WITNESS: At times I have gone directly to

the files, yes.

JUROR: An<l others do -the same thing, too, don't

they?

THE WITNESS: ''fell, I don't know 'V'Jhat they are

doing.

Q No; the question is this:\ Could anyone else in that

room where you are go to tbe same file B,nd take out the same

th~ng that you take out? A I don't know, sir. I know

that I can.

JUROR: Do the secretaries always stay in the

room, do they watch everybod.y that goes to a file J

or is it possible that they might be talking between

themselves or looking the other way and somebody might

go into a file and pick out something that they weren't

supposed. to pick out? I think that's 't\That we are

getting at.

THE WITNESS: I thi~K it's possible that it could

happen.

---"-"~"--_._------
--~----~----~._--~-



hd 7. Se~y

Q Well, now, look; let's not be difficult. A 1 1m

sorry. I want to cooperate all I can.

Q Could you, for instance, go over to any file in that

place and take out G,nything you wanted 8.ncl bring it back to

your desk? Would there be anybody there to stop you from

doing it? A I believe I could proba,bly get it.

Q Well, then there is no check. Anybody COUld. go over

and. take it. It I S in this room, this particular room that

you are 'Working in. There is no close check on it, then.

The files are all there. You Bre going to go over to one

file, but you could take an envelope out of another and go

back to your desk and no one would stop you, would they, no

one 'Would. question you? A Well, I don't think i t"s qUi te

that loose, sir •

. QWell, then, you tell us. A I believe the informa

tion which I have given you is correct.

Q Well, where is the check-up? The files are on one

side of the room, aren't they? A Yes.

Is there anybod.y guarding the files?

is no one standing there guarding the files.

A No, there

Q So, therefore, anyone could, in that room, go over

and take out something from the file, and there is no one

guarding it. Who i8 going to stop them? A Those files

are the fi Ie 8 "..,Thieh ere in the custody of the officers in

the compe.ny, who have the adj8.cent office, B.nd their secre-

taries are located in that --
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Q That 18 the e.djacent office J but I I m talking about

the room where you are. The secrete.ries are outside. For

instance, you don't know what they are doing outside in the

antepoom now, do you? I don't. I canlt see through the

wall. So there is nothing to prevent you from going over

or anyone else from going over to the files and taking that

out and look at it. That's not an accusation. I'm trying

to find out something. A Yes, I think that's possible.

JUROR: Your files arenJt kept locked so that if

you want a certain envelope, the~r have to unlock that

file for you?

THE 1iITNESS: Not in the daytime, no J sir.

Q, They are all unlocked in the daytime,8.s I underst

it. A They are never left without someone in the room, to

the best of my knowledge. I don't have custody over the

files, 80 I can't

JUROR: Well, isn't there a regular file clerk

in that office and don't you have to put in a requisi

tion charging the case that you take out to you for

the length of time you have it?

THE WITNESS: No, ma'am.

Q No. It's just an open file, no one guarding it, and

there is no check there 8.nd anyone ca.n take it out.

A There is a check,through the secreta.ries being there in

attendance at those files, a verbal check; that's the check.

c:~ Oh, now, look; you just saicl the secreta.ries v{eren't



in the room; isn't that correct? A No, I did not, sir.

Q You said the secretaries were in an adjacent room.

A No. They,-... the officers in the company, "\r.Tho have these

files in their p08Eession, are in an adjacent room to the

files. The secretaries to these officers are in the room

with the file s and the y have cus tady of the f1 Ie s.

BY THE JURY:

Q The only question I had was supposing you are on.

your way out for a file B.nd the secretaries know you a.nd.

you tell the secretary you want a certain file. Now, I'm

working at an adjacent desk to yours and 1 1m busy and. I ask

you, IIMr. Seay, when you are oat there i.iVill you pick up

this file f'or me?ll And you tell the--secretary, UI 'ftvould

like to pick up this file for Mr.X. u Would they give you

that file, G.nd bring it back to me, saving me the 'C'rip out

there so I wouldn't have to stop doing my work?

A well, that 'has never happened in my case.

Q No, I donlt mean that. I mean would it be·possible

to do it? A I thi uk i:t might be possible.
Also,

Q /Would there be a way of knowing whether it was

llConfidential U or nSecret U ? In other words, when you walked

into the room, and the secretary W8S there, 'lI\Tould you have

to be designated? Would she knO'lH whether you ,,\rere II Confiden-

t ial ll or II Se eret II ? ~voula. there be B che ck on that?

A Yes, through my position in the company, ye8.

Q Each time is it always the same? It isn't always

I~'
;
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USecret ll or II Confidential. U Doesn I t it change'? A I have

a general cleara.nce for 11 Secret ll with the Joint BOB.rd.

BY 1-1R. LANE :

Q All right, let's get along with this. Sam Levine

came over on a "Secret" project, several "Secret" projects,

didn't he? A Yes.

Q This one had particule~ly to do with the defense of

the United states. A Yes.

Q Now, at various times when he came in Sobell was

at the next desk; isn't that correct? A Yes.

Q And. a.t times Sabell 't'l!ou1d leave that eLe sI-Co and go

over and talk to you and Levine; isn't that so?

A He may have talked wi th us, yes. Not in connection illTi th

the project.

Q But he has seen the stuff that you have got on your

desk, in connection with the project. Hasn't he ever dis

cussed it with you? A The details of the projects which

we have, ,",Jhieh relate to me.ny pro je ets in the plant I are

generally discussed by all the engineers. That is the --

Q So that -- A Not the tactical aspects of a given

project, but the details of a project such as the type of

a.mplifier or something like tha.t might be used. In any

projects in a plant it might be desirable for a coo~dinated

cleve1opment.

Q Well, when Levine would be present, discussing this

material, wouldn't Sobell discuss it, too, with you? He was
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at the next desk. A If it happened to be Ei portion of the

system \IIJh1ch didn't require the clearance. A detailed por

tion of a. pro ject vJhich does not reflect the over-all tacti-

ce.l use of the project generally doesn't have the same

classification as the project as a 't'\!hole has.

Did Sobell 'ever v.Jork on cL project lfJith you'? A No.

Q He never worked on any? A Not with me. He has

used items such as amplifiers a.nd that sort of thing which

I have developed in projects which he is 't'\iorking on.

Q Has he used any material which has been classified

as. U Secret tl that you "VIlorked on? A Not to my kno~ledge.

Q VJell, now I you have talked wi th the FBI about this

matter, haven't you? A Ye s.

Q And didn't you tell the -- or, did you tell the FBI

that you had worked on a project, a document which was

dated June 19, ·1950? A tAJhat is thi s ?

Q Did you tell the FBI that you \illorked on a docllfnent

dated June 19, 1950? A Oh, yes. yes.

Q. NOir.T, do you reca.ll l·"Ihat tbat document wa.s?

A Yes, I know specifically.

Q '\J\f.ha.t v-78.S it? A It was c. scheme for accomplishing

a switching operation, a relay SWitching operation.

Q In connection with ~n1at? A It wasn't in connection

with any specific project in the plant. But we have a

number of applications for the use of relays. And, as a

matter of fa,at, Hr. Sobell hed £: project coming up iN'hich he
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had indic8.ted he 1I\Tould need such a device and if anybody

had any ideas on it, he needed that sort of information.

And I had anticipated giving him a copy of this sketch which

I made; and the FBI man asked me if I did, and I couldn't

recollect 'tvhether I e.c tually di(l or not. I had intended to,

because it was something that I felt he could use.

Q Well; the document, you say, was dated June 19, 1950~

A Yes.

Q NO~J, would that inc.ieate that you completed it on

that day? A That's the date which I wrote on it. I can't

swear that that date is correct.

Q Well, why would you write an incorrect date on it?

A I would not write an incorrect date on it intentionally.

Q So that you could swear to the best of your recol-

leetion that June 19 "t~oulcl be the date that you completed. it

A That's correct; to the best of my recollection.

Q And that 't'<lould be on a -- A Tha.t was on a Monday,

sir. we went through this.

Q You reca.ll that'? A Yes.

Q Now, did you give a c09Y of that document to Sobell?

A I can't say whether I did or not.

Q Do you recall ever giving him a copy? ·A I went

into great detail in checking "'There I 'trlas during that period

and tried to recollect at the time and tried to cl_etermine

~nleter I did or not, and I wasn't able to satisfy my mind

as to whether I had or not.



Q Well, do you recall whether you did give it to him?

A No, I do not.

Q Do you reca.ll ever sending i t to him'? A tie 11,

I'm psotive I never sent it to him.

Q Did you know that Sobell "{!lras leaving for ·M:exico?

.A No.

Q Did you know he was leaving work? A No.

Q Now, this cha.rt or sketch of a s'wltching operation,

what did that have to do with -- what sort of a switching

operation, in connection with radar? A It had to do with

electrical computing operations.

Q, And you coUld use it in connection with what?

A .lou could utilize itpo88ibly in connection with the

type of computations which are required for --

Q For what? A Ilm trying to get the ,best words to

put it in. You would utilize it for, possibly, say this

cyclone process which we have at the plant, which has

recently been declassified; it might be used in conjunction

with that.

Q We 11, at the time th8"t you got it up 1.vould you say

that this sketch or document 'VtTELS classified? .A No, I don't

think i t TpJ8.S.

Q It 'V'-Jclsn1t classified? A No, I donlt think it would

be. I didn 1 t classify 1 t; and I would have been the only

one that could have at the time.

Q Did you ever hear of any utterances by Sobell that

--------~._-------



called a,ir-condl t10ned room. But it 1A!8.S -- from the stand-

BY THE JURY:

A HeQ Do you kno\1\1 't'iThy he left work so suddenly?

A Not to my knowledge, no.

Q Did he have a lower classification than you had for

l1R. LANE: ~Nell, nOi",r, do you have any questions?

Q But you didn't see any signs that he was breaking

bd 14

would indicate that he had Communistic tendencies?

seemed. rather upset before he left. I thiru( he had been

Q You realize that a man by the name of Rosenberg

tude; somewhat nervous.

!~ Well, what led you to believe he was physically ill

and upset? A Well, the expression on his face, his atti-

was arrested_ just about then? A Yes •.

in connection with it, ttl though he ''tllJ8.S very busy' at the

clearance purposes? A No, I donlt think so. He had

plant.

up? A No, I didn't. He had complained a number of times

about the room that we \i'Jere in at the plant • It was a so-

point of health conditions, why, it was very poor. And none

of us had had colds and he had a couple of bad colds and he

had been sneazing and coughing and he vIas out a day or t1ATO

Q It could be that~ too; couldn't it? A It certainly

could.

------------
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USecret ll clee-ranee.

Therefore, it would have been possible for him to have

give him anything you t'lfere 'tvorking on, because you kneV1T he

I think I probably \\Tould ha.ve.A

That I S right.

I believe so, yes.

A

A

Well, this particular sketch that you speal-c of "IJ!asQ

it; is the. t 1t?

i

Q You considered that he and you ha.d the same clearanc~.
I
'i
~
~

ELcceSS to anything you had on your desk and you "tv-auld normaliy
I!

~
j

II
:1

J

~

Q Therefore, he could have gotten it ll1Jithout stealing I
I
I
I
inot classified.

had the same cle&rance?

Q And you intended to give it to him. A Yes, it was

my intention to give him a copy of it. As to whether I did

or not, I canlt recollect.

(Continued by IFG)



given it to him, if that 'Il1ould have been necessary?

(Mr. Lane)

BY JURORS (Continued);
Q There was no 'reason why you should not

IFG-l
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would have been quite proper.

Q Would it have been proper to have taken such a

sketch a,way from the plant? A Yes, I think so, conslder-

lng its status.

Q Do you think.You would. have been negligent?

A I think I drew it up at home, as a matter 9f fact.

Q But after, having drawn it up, do you think

you TJI1ere negligent in not having classified it? A No, I

donlt think so.

~ In other words, you didnrt know the classifi-

cation of a,ny of the engineers wi-ch you, ~tlhether they 1t1ere

uConf:1.dential l1 or "Secret, II to ;your kno1't.Tledge? A Yes.

I donft think that can be said. The men whom I had any

dealings 'wi th, I kne't'il' what their clearance 'Vfas, nSecret ft

or "Top Secret."

Q And you think he was cleared for "Secret"?

A Well,

A Yes.

Q, You B.re under the impression thftt he was?

Q Wasn't a list of the men who were entitled to

~ To your knowledge?

A Yes o

eee your papers on the "Secret" projects kept?

A Yes.

there is a list available in Mr. Aldrich's possession; that

lists all the men.
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Q On a project classified as f1Secret, 1111.0111 much

of the project would you give, if any, to a man who is

classified not a.s "Secret t1? A You mean "Confid.ential"?

~ Yes, nConfidential." A You could gen-

era,lly, there is a listing as to what extent you can ope

re.te a lO"VIrer level, on a nSecret" project. In other words

there are certain phases of the project which - - let us

say technicia.ns are involved in that, and which dontt en

compass the overall t echn108.l aspect s of the problem.

Q In other words, you give him part of a ?

A Yes, his work on a circuit.

Q Could you give him ninety percent of the cir

cuit? A You would have to use your judgment on that.

I think the line of demarcation i6 whether the information

you give him is sufficient for him to understand the over

all tactical use of it.

\c;\iI In other words, all the men who were classt-

fi ed as "Confidential II were supposed to be in one room,

and the other men 1n another room? A No.

Q, All the men in the.t room were '!Secret, II is

that right? A I believe they are, but I dontt - 

THE FORE~~N: If there are no more questi

we will excuse the Witness.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)




