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work supports. We'wve put tough child support measures in place to make
sure that

absent parents who can afford to pay do so, and we're providing resources
to

help low-income fathers work and pay child support. Since 1992, child
Support

collecticons have nearly doubled.

we've alsc increased the minimum wage,

-

invested in child care and health care for
re to work transportation, and secured more
e recipients and other hard-pressed working
portunities.

In this time of unprecedented prosperity, we must redouble our efforts

to

extend opportunity to all Americans. In the State of the Union address
and my

new budget, I will put forward a range of initiatives, such as expanding
the

Earned Income Tax Credit, that reward work and responsibility and help

more
hard-pressed working families who are playing by the rules.

SUBJECT: HEALTHCARE

QUESTION:

Some sta Massachusetts, Oregen and Illinois,
revive the sersal health care coverage t vou
abandon in efforts have not gona You

chance for universal coverage anytime in the near future, whether through

stares

=deral government or a combinaticon of efforts of the two?

The Vice President and I feel strongly that we should never abandon the
guest for affordable, guality health insurance for every American. We must
develep policies which build on and improve the health care system on a

step by

step basis. The budget I will submit to Congress this year will do just
that,

investing over $110 billion to provide health insurance to low income
families

and other vulnerable populations and small businesses. If enacted, this
investment would be greater than anything that had been accomplished
since the

enactment of Medicare in 19%65. I will do everything I can tc get this
extremely

important step enacted this year.

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENT

You recently c¢reated three new national monuments and expanded a
fourth in
western states and spoke of the effort to free these lands "from the
pressures

of development and the threat of sprawl for all Americans." At least 35
governors have made statements or proposed legislation sympathetic with
"smart

growth" policies, which would tend to favor the basic conservation
decision. Is

your work done on this issue or will you take further steps before leaving
office?

ANSWER:

Protecting extraordinary lands as national monum
the ways
this Adminisrration
future

generati A new
them

is hel cemmunities
home,

and nhance every citizen's guality of life. The latest
Departme: re figures show that the loss of farmland and
cother cpen

space more than doubled through the 153%0's. Communities across the
country are

raking action to save the best of what's left, and the federal government
must
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help.

That is why last year Vice President Gore and I launched two new
initiatives

conservaticon options.

green spaces. Through our Livable Communities we secursd
record
unding for mass transit and proposed Better Ame , a new

£

financing tool
cthat states and communities could use to improve water quality, redevelop
brownfields, and preserve open space.

My budget for the coming year will propose significant increases to
strengthen both of these initiatives and to ensure that every community
has the
opportunity to grow in ways that respect and preserve its natural
heritage. We
also will continue our efforts to strengthen protections on the federal
lands
that belong to each and every American, including our plan to protect
more than
40 million acres cof "roadless® area on ocur national
th our states and communities, we can
Roosevelt's
visicn of leavi
for

us.”
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land "a better land fo
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Clinton gutlines past triumphs, future tasks
BYLINE: Susan Page
DATELINE: WASHINGTON
BODY :
WASHINGTON -- President Clinton's final State of the Union address
Thursday night was more than his account of the country’s present
condition. It was alsc his attempt to shape the perception of

his past and to boost the prospects of Vice President Gore’'s future.

hat trick.

o be alive at this moment in history, " Clinton
“Never before have we d such a blessed
such a profound obligation, to build

uy founders' dreams.”

The speech before an audience of lawmakers, diplomats, Cabinet
members and others may have drawn the largest national audience
Clinton will command until the inauguration of his successor.

He used the opportunity to take credit for the administration’'s
achievements, especially on the economy, without alluding te the
impeachment tempest that was roaring during last year's State
of the Union. He cutlined his ideas for facing challenges ahead,
detailing dozens of policy proposals that have little chance of
enactment before he leaves office.

and he acknowledged his vice president in ways worked out beforehand
between the Gore and Clinton staffs. Clinton thanked Gore for
his leadership on environmental issues and the effort to connect
classrooms to the Internet. He peointedly echoed Gore's campaign
proposals on preschool education and health care.

propose that we follow Vice President Gore's suggestion
1wcome parents eligible for the imsurance that covers
dren, " he said, an endorsement that aims to steal Bradley's
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cthunder on his signature issue. He also proposed state registration
©of handgun purchases, another Bradley issue.

He singled out Tipper Gore for praise, hailing her as the person
"who has led our efforts to break down the barriers to decent
treatment of mental illness.”

But he twice stumbled over a key word in touting Gore. "Last
year, the vice president launched a new effort to make communities
more liberal -- no, livable," he said as Republicans hooted.

In & gesture to ancther figure close to Clinton who is running
for electicn, Clinton praised Hillary Rodham Clinton for working
"tirelessly for children and families for 30 years." She is
running for the Sepate from her new home in New York.

A dramatic tradition

For Clinton, his previous State of the Union speeches have been
packed with drama., intended and unintended. His 15%4 address proposed

a universal health-care plan that failed so disastrously, it contributed

to Democrats' loss of House and Senate control in midterm elections.
In an odd cenfluence of timing in 1997, some television networks
used a split screen to show Clinton delivering his speech as the
jury in the 0.J. Simpson civil trial returned its verdict.

The 1998 State of the Union was delivered days after Clinton was
accused of having sex with Monica Lewinsky. Last year, he spoke

pages -- and to make Clinton look active. "It's a last reminder,
‘Hey, I'm trying,' " says George Edwards, director of the Center
for Presidential Studies at Texas A&M. But the speech also

ran a record-breaking 89 minutes, with discursive asides that
weren’t in his prepared text and an exhaustive and exhausting
list of proposals.

Clinton faces a lame duck's struggle to remain a central force
as the 2000 primaries begin a transition to a new president. In
a USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll this month, a 53%-27% majority of
those surveyed said they were paying more attention to the proposals
being made by the candidates running for president than to the
president himself.
Gore's electi
hat's how he
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Clinton's open efforts to boost Gore are unprecedented in modern
times. Neither President Eisenhower nor President Reagan mentioned
his vice president -- Richard Nixon and George Bush, respectively
-- in the State of the Union delivered the year his No. 2 was
running for president. But Clinton mentioned the Gores a half-dozen
times.

nssociates say Clinton fears that Gore's defeat would call into
question his efforts to redefine the Democratic party as more
centrist, and a new Republican administration almost certainly
would take delight in reversing policies Clinton has crafted.
Texas Gov. George W. Bush greeted his victory in the Iowa caucuses
Monday by proclaiming "the beginning of the end of the Clinton
inton's
beh,

era." Last year, Gore made a point of moving from C1
expressing disappointment with Clinton's personal mi
and rarely mentioning his name on the stump. But w
Gore has begun talk

and he argue

rcrually, Gore is so identified with Clinton and his administration
that it may not matter whether he chooses to emphasize it. The
Iowa caucuses made it clear just how much people's attitudes toward
Clinton determine their view of Gore. Exit peolls showed that Gore
won 4-to-1 among those who view Clinton favorably; rival Bill
Bradley won by almost 3-to-1 among those who don‘t.

As the speech was being written, Gore chief of staff Charles Burson
urged the Clinton staff to note Gore's contributions and to promote

1
often. He has sought to tap Clinton's support among aAfrican-American
s n s
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some of his campaign proposals, especially on health care and
education.

. they say, State of the Union addresses have boosted

by about 10 points, and the bump has lasted seven

T
g
That is, past New Hampshire's first-in-the-nation

President Clinton’s State of the Union proposals at a glance:

Tax cuts and hikes: He calls for §$ 350 billion in tax cuts
over 10 years, including easing the so-called marriage penalty.
He also is seeking about $ 100 billion in increases that White
House aides said would close loopholes and end some tax shelters.
The net reduction would be $ 250 billien.

Foreign policy: Clinton emphasizes the need to help former
Cold War adversaries Russia and China move toward democracy and
global economic integration. He wants China brought into the World
Trade Organization and debt relief for Russia.

Education: He seeks billions of dollars for a variety of
programs, from increasing Head Start funding by $ 1 billion next

fiscal year to earmarking § 1 billicn for improving the gquality
achers classroo al 4 23
o Cr d <

vaccines: He proposes that private industry be given § 1
billion in tax incentives over 10 years to develop vaccines for
such life threatening diseases as malaria, tuberculesis and AIDS.

Gun contreol: Clinton seeks a system of state-based licenses
for the purchase of handguns. Individuals would have to cobtain
a photo-license to prove that a background check had been conducted
before they could buy a handgun.

He's also seeking $ 280 million in the next fiscal year for enforcement
of existing federal laws, including hiring 1,000 more federal
state and local prosecutors.

is renewing the call for retirement savings accounts.
2-for-1 match for the first

Child support: Clinton would crack down on parents who
are behind in child-support payments by taking such steps as intercepting
their gambling winnings and refusing to issue passports to those
who owe § 2,500 or more.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, b/w, Steve Jaffe, AFP; Gore greetings: Vice President Gore
shakes President Clinton’s hand before the president’s last State of the
Union

ddress. education.

Thursday night,
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HEADLINE: President touts nation's prosperity, progress

on’s final State of the Uni

Presi lint 1
& han his account of the nation's presen
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was mo
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"we are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history,” Clinton
said as he began speaking. "Never before has our nation enjoyed,
at once, so much prosperity and social progress with so little
internal crisis or so few external threats. Never before have
we had such a blessed opportunity, and therefore such a profound
obligation, to build the more perfect union of our founders® dreams.”

An audience of lawmakers, diplomats, Cabinet members and others
interrupted Clinton repeatedly with applause. The speech may have
drawn the largest national audience Clinton will command until
the inauguration of his successor.

administration's
alluding to the
year's State
allenges ahead,
ittle chance of

)

And he acknowledged his vice president in ways worked out beforehand
between the Gore and Clinton staffs. Clinton thanked Gore for
nhisg leadership on environmental issues and the effort tc connect
classrocms to the Internet. He pointedly echoed Gore's campaign
proposals on preschool education and health care.

"Tonight, I propose that we follow Vice President Gore's suggestion
to make low-income parents eligible for the insurance that covers
their children,” he said, an endorsement that aims to steal Bradley's
thunder on his signature issue. He also proposed state registration
of handgun purchases, another issue Bradley has emphasized.

He also singled out Tipper Gore for praise, hailing her as "the
person . . . who has led our efforts to break down the
barriers to the decent treatment of mental illness.”
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A dramatic traditionFor Clinton, his previous State of
the Union speeches have been packed with drama, intended and unintended.
His 1994 address proposed a universal health-care plan that failed
so disastrously, it contributed to Democrats' loss of House and
Senate control. In an odd confluence of timing in 1997, some television
networks used a split screen to show Clinton delivering his speech
as the jury in the 0.J. Simpson civil trial returned its verdict.

The 1998 State of the Union was delivered days after Clinton was
accused of having sex with Monica Lewinsky. Last year, he spoke
eight hours after his lawyers began their case in his Senate impeachment

was more manufactured, with w
roposals to repair schools
ing programs, pay off the nati
iage pernalty" for two-earner cou

ist of legislative proposals is a favored device to reward
constituencies -- deputy White House chief of staff Maria Echaveste
collected eight single-spaced pages of reguests for *mentions®

-- and to make Clinton look active. "It‘s a last reminder, ‘'Hey,
I'm trying,' " says George Edwards, director of the Center for
Presidential Studies at Texas AsM. "He's perfectly aware

there's going to be no sweeping legislation passed in this last
session.”

Clinton faces a lame duck's struggle to remain a central force
as the 2000 primaries signal a transition to a new president.
n & USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll this month, a 53%-27% majority
f those surveyed said they were paying more attention to the
proposals being made ! candidates running for president than

¢ president hims
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End of ’Clinton era'?Clinton’'s open efforts to boost Gore
are unprecedented in modern times. Neither President Eisenhower
nor President Reagan mentioned his vice president -- Richard Nixon
and George Bush, respectively -- in the State of the Union delivered
the year his No. 2 was running for president.



Rhides say Clinton fears that Gore's defeat would call into guestion
his efforts to redefine the Democratic Party as more centrist,
and a new Republican administration almost certainly would take
delight in reversing policies Clinton has crafted. Texas Gov.
George W. Bush greeted his victory in the Iowa caucuses Monday
by proclaiming "the beginning of the end of the Clinton era.”
Last year, Gore made a point of moving from Clinton's shadow,
with Clinton's persconal misbehavior
name on the stump. However, campaignin
e, Gore has begun talking about Clinton

to tap Clinton's support among African-American

the March primaries in Southern states, and he argues
service with Clinton gives him the experience to keep the

Actually, Gore is so identified with Clinton and his administration
that he may not have much choice about whether to emphasize it.
The Iowa caucuses made it c¢lear just how much people's attitudes
toward Clinton determine their view of Gore. Exit polls showed
that Gore won 4-to-1 among those who view Clinton favorably; rival
Bill Bradley won by almost 3-to-1 among those who don't.

As the speech was being written, Gore chief of staff Charles Burson
urged the Clinton staff to note Gore's contributions and to boost
some of his campaign proposals, especially on health care and
education.

In the past. Gore aides say, State of the Union addresses have

woosted Gore's rating by about 10 peints, and the bump has lasted
seven to 10 days. That isg, past New Hampshire's first-in-the-nation
primary next Tuesday.

From tax cuts ¢ child support
President Clinton's State of the Union proposals at a glance:

Tax cuts and hikes: He calls for $ 350 billion in tax cuts
over 10 years, including easing the so-called marriage penalty.
He also is seeking about $ 100 billion in increases that White
House aides said would close loopheoles and end some tax shelters.
The net reduction would be $ 250 billion.

Foreign policy: Clinton emphasizes the need to help former
Cold War adversaries Russia and China move toward democracy and
global economic integration. He wants China brought into the World
Trade Organization and debt relief for Russia.

Education: He seeks billi
programs, n i asing H
fisca rking $
and n rs in
in lo to help

Hezlth <
10 years &

Americans

tax credit
as young as 55 teo pay to join Medicare.

vaccines: He proposes that private industry be given $ 1
billion in tax incentives over 10 years to develop vaccines for
such life threatening diseases as malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS.

Gun control: Clinton seeks a system of state-based licenses
for the purchase of handguns. Individuals would have to obtain
a photo-license to prove that a background check had been conducted
vefore they could buy a handgun.

He's also seeking § 2
of existing fede 1

Clinton also is renewing the call for retirement savings accounts.
The federal government would offer a 2-for-1 match for the first
$ 100 contributed.

Child support: Clinton would crack down on parents who
are behind in child-support payments by taking such steps as intercepting
their gambling winnings and refusing to issue passports to those
who owe $ 2,500 or more.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, b/w, J. Pat Carte
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AGENCY: WHITE HOUSE

HEADLINE: Q&A WITH PRESIDENT CLINTON FROM STATELINE.ORG SUBJECT: INTERNET
AND
GOVERNMENT

CONTACT: 202-456-7150

BODY:
QUESTION:

Mr. President, thank you for helping Stateline.org mark its first

anniversary conline (Jan. 25

by agreeing to field some of our guestions.

Mew York Times cclumnist Tom Friedman recently wrote that the "creative

destruction® Interner is about te hit government, and that the

to be as revolutionary and crzative a

aZmerican politics as was the period between the Declaration of

Independence in 1776 and the Constitutional Convention in 1787.* DO you
agree? How do you see the Internet changing government?

ANSWER :

I strongly agree that the Internet and information technology has the
potential to strengthen ocur democracy and to make government more open,
efficient, and "user-friendly.® Thanks to the leadership of Vice
President Gore and his commitment to *reinventing government, " many
federal agencies have made significant progress in using the Internet:
people can get information on the latest health resegarch, different
illnesses and a host of medical resources designed to help

stay healthy from the Department of Health and Human Services's

nder. {www healthfinder.gov}

rarents, teacherg and students can download high-quality educational
resources from the Federal Resources for Educational Excellence --
everything from a children's guide to the U.S. Government, to virtual
exhibits on famous inventions, to a virtual tour ¢of John F. Kennedy's

birthplace. (www.ed.gov/free).
College students can track their student loan status on line, reserve a

camp site for their spring break, or file a change of address, all at

the "Access America for Students™ web site. www.students.gov

-- inclugde lcans, e-mail counseling and mentoring, government CONLIacts,

and an opportunity to electronically present their business plan to
potential investors. (www.business.gov)

Using America's Job Bank, developed by the Department of Labor and the


http:business.gov
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Employment Service, people can find their dream job by searching a
database that lists over 1.5 million jobs. Employees can search the

rasumes of over 1.6 million job seekers. (www.ajb.org) I think that the

potential payeifs are enormous, and will only increase as
gain access to the Interner, and as Internet technology becomes mors

versatile and powerful:

Citizens will be able to access government formation and complete
secure transactions with the federal government 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, avoiding the need to wait in line.

The efficiency and effectiveness of government will be improved -- with
real savings for the American taxpayer.

Government information, such as information on local environmental
conditions, will be at people's fingertips as opposed to locked away in
filing cabinets.

Civizens will be able to track legislation and the voting record o

their Congressional representatives on the issues that they care most

Opportunities for rinformed participation® at all levels of our

for increased electronic

communication between citizens and their government. People who aren‘t
satisfied with a 2 minute story on the nightly news will be able to

explore issues in far greater depth.

To ensure that we make the most of these possibilities, I issued a
Presidential Directive on "electronic government" last month, and
directed agencies to:

work together to make government information and services much easier to

Put the top 500 government forms cnline;

Increase the number of government benefivs and services chat can be

Ensure that federal Web sites are accessible to people with
disabilities, and to build good privacy practices into their Web sites;
and

Conduct a l-year study to examine the feasibility of conline voting.

By working together with the private sector and with non-prefit

organizations, we have the opportunity strengthen our democracy in the Information Age, and to make government more open, responsive, and

efficient. The Internet ¢f the 21st century will not only be a glcbal

electronic marketplace -- it may also become the town sguare.

Since states shoulder most of the burden of education costs of education
and they and local school districts are most responsible for setting
policy, what more can the federal government do about the slow progress
in improving education and the failure to meet the ambitious Goals 2000
that you helped draft in 198372

ANSWER :

During the past seven years my Administration has worked to reshape the
federal role in education to invest more in our schools and demand more

from them. We have worked to increase investment in elementary and

o)

secondary education and have nearly double

I vtook office. Federal dollars are now invested in




and fixing failing schools.

wt the same time, I have consistently supported high standards and
accountability to ensure that our students are preparsed for success in
the 2ist Century. Although schools are struggling to meet these
standards, in setting them we moved the country in the right direction.
Eleven years ago, there was a debate about setting high academic
standards and whether all students could meet them. Today, 49 states
have developed standards and there’'s consensus that all students can

achieve them. Now, we need to build that same consensus arcund

ial cheats

grade to grade without mastering appropriate academic mate

o

them of the success they deserve.

we must also hold educators at the state and local level accountable for
results. Last year I worked to create a fund that helps states and
school districts turn around or close low-performing schools and ensure

that all students have high guality public school options. This year I
will call on Congress again to pass my Educational Accountability Act,

which would further raise standards and increase accountabil

SUBJECT: WELFARE REFORM

QUESTION:

-~ albeit a much smaller number than initially predicted
-- are falling through the cracks. The Urban Institute has reported that
12 percent of former welfare recipients are not working, do not live
with someone who works and are not receiving child support, social
security or SSI. There are other similar findings. As you know, states
may exempt 20 percent of their caseload from the 5-year time limit. But
many states report that those who could easily leave welfare have
already done so and that the remaining caselcad is largely composed of
families that face many barriers to independence. If states reach out to

those families who have left the rolls but aren't

In 1992, I promised to end welfare as we know it, and more than three
years after the enactment of the welfare reform law, millions of people
have moved from welfare to work, and child poverty is at its lowest
level since 1%80. More than 1.3 million welfare recipients nationwide
went to work in 1998 alcne; the percentage of adults still on welfare
who were working nearly quadrupled between 1992 and 1998 with all fifcy
states meeting the welfare reform law's overall work reguirement;

numerous independent studies confirm that people are moving in record

I
&

numbers from welfare to work: and welfare rolls are down by mo

half si lowest level in 30 years. Today, there 2.2
millio ing in poverty than in 1993, and the child
poverty 22.7 percent to 18.9% percent -- the largest

five year drop in nearly 30 years. The overall poverty rate fell to

12.7 percent in 1998, with 4.8 million fewer people in poverty than in



1993,
I believe we can and will help the *hardest-to-serve® still on the

welfare rolls as well as those families working to stay off welfare. &s
a result of record caseload declines, states now have more welfare

reform resources per person to invest in those remain

and to help those who have left welfars succeed in the

it easier for

q
@®

welfare reform regulations I announced last April mak
states to use welfare reform funds to pay for child care,
transportation, and job retention services to help people who have left
welfare stay off the rolls or aveid geing on welfare in the first place.
We also clarified that such supports for working families would not

count toward the five-year time limit for welfare benefits. Balong with
this flexibility, we are holding states accountable for moving people

from welfare to work, and I have urged them to use the resources to

invest in those who need the most help.

These Ifunds
challeng i

welfare to work. We've enlisted businesses, civic and faith-based

groups, and federal agencies to join in moving people from welfare to
work, and all have risen to the challenge: for example, 12,000 companies
joined the Welfare to Work Partnership and hired nearly 650,000 people.
My Administration has also worked hard to ensure that all working
families eligible for health insurance and mutritional assistance get

these important work supports. We've put tough c¢hild support measures

parents who can afford vo pay do so,

To promote and reward work, we've also increased the minimum wage,

expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, invested in child care and health
care for low-income families, provided welfare to work transportation,
and secured more housing vouchers to help welfare recipients and other
hard-pressed working families move closer to job opportunities.

In this time of unprecedented prosperity, we must redouble cur sfforts

to extend opportunity to all Americans. In the State of the Union

51

address and wmy new budget, will put forward a range of initiatives

such as expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit,

Some states, such as Massachusetts, Oregon and Illinois, have tried to
revive the push for universal health care coverage that you were forced
to abandon in 1994, but their efforts have not gone far. Do you think
there's a chance for universal coverage anytime in the near future,
whether through states or the federal government or a combination of
efforts of the two?

ANSWER

The Vice President and I feel strongly that we should never abandon the



on a step by step basis. The budget I will submit to Congress this year
i1l do just that, investing over $110 billion to provide health

insurance to low income families and other vulnerable populations and
small businesses. If enacted, this investment would be greater than
anything that had been accomplished since the enactment of Medicare in
1965. I will do everything I can to get this extremely important step
enacted this year.

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENT

At least 35 governors have made statements or proposed legislation

gympathetic with "smart growth” policies, which would tend to favor the
basic conservation decision. IS your work done on this issue or will
you take further steps before leaving office?

ANSWER:

Protecting extraordinary lands as national monuments is just one of the

ways this Administration is working to preserve America's natural

among them is
ace close to h

through the 1990's. Communities across the country are taking action to
save the pest of what's left, and the federal government must help.

That is why last year Vice President Gore and I launched two new
initiatives providing states and communities with new conservation

options. Through our Lands Legacy initiative, we secured more than $200
million to help states and communities protect farmland, forests, urban

parks, cecastland, and other local green spaces. Through our Livable
Communities initiative, we secured record funding for mass transit and

Bonds, a new financing tLoocl that states and

and preserve open space.

My budget for the coming year will propose significant increases to
strengthen both of these initiatives and to ensure that svery community
has the opportunity to grow in ways that respect and preserve its
natural heritage. We also will continue our efforts to strengthen
protections on the federal lands that belong to each and every American,
including our plan to protect more than 40 million acres of "roadless®
area on our national forests. Working in partnership with our states

and communities, we can fulfill Thecdore Roosevelt's vision of leavin

N
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land "a better land

legislative, and general government, except

LANGUAGE: ENGLISEH
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HEADLINE: PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UPCOMING STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW

REPORTERS: LISA MYERS

BODY :

Announcer: The following is an NBC News special: THE STATE OF THE UNION.
Reporting from Washington, here is Tom Brokaw.

TOM BROKAW, anchor:
Good ever--good evening, everyone. You're looking at the nation's

surrounded by a fresh blanker of snow. And it is there that

speech that was called a State of the Union speech, delivered by
in

0 Roosevelt, ran about 850 words. Tonight, we expect that Bill

speak for probably just over an hour, although his aides say that
they have
been rtrimming this speech all day long.

He goes before the country tonight with the approval of about

two-thirds of

the constituents that he serves in this country, the way he's handling
the job

as president of the United States. That's the number in the latest NBC
News/Wall Street Journal poll, now &5 percent approval. Disapproval 30
percent.

Those are heroic numbers by anyone's definition.

he handling of the eccnomy, the president has almost

e

He'll also be attempting to help his friend and his vice president, Bl

Gore,

who is now running to succeed him, and there will probably be scme items
that

could be of help to his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, who's running for
the

United States Senate from the state of New York. BAnd 8ill Clinton
himself, of

course, will be running for his place in history, trying to secure his
legacy.

But he does appear tonight with the continuing shadow of impeachment, a
contempt-of-court citation and continuing, deep guestions about his

character. He will not be able to neutralize those guestions tonight

but he

does hope in the course of this nexr year to at least put them in some
kind of

perspecrive wWe'll leave it to historians to make that judgment many
years down

the road. There is the prospective senatorial candidate, Hillary Rodham
Clinton. And just behind her in the dashing red dress is the wife of the

secretary of Defense, Janet Langhart, who's the wife of Bill Cchen.

Some of the guests that are there tonight, an Air Force pilot who flew

over

the skies that were filled with heostile anti-aircraft fire during the
Kosovo

mission. Mrs. Gore, just to your lower right, is talking to a very
vibrant

young woman, her name is Julie Foudy. She's a member of the women's
national

sgccer team. Her nickname as the captain was "Loudy Foudy."
hearin

more about these guests as the evening goes on.




NBC's Tim Russert is there at the Capitol tonight as well. He's our
washington bureau chief and moderator of "Meet the Press." Tim, there
will be any number of issues on the agenda tonight to serve not only the

president, but

of course the man who stands there to your left on the screen, always
erect and

at attention, Vice president Al Gore.

TIM RUSSERT raporting:

Abgolutely, Tom. The president basically has three goals. First, take
credit for all the good things that have happened to the economy and to
the
country ov

r the last seven vears, and he'll spell those out. Secondly,

wage that
help them i
the vice pr

he believes--the president believes, if he can
Gore president and Hillary Clinton senator, it is the eguivalent of a
third term

for him. And he's going to have some issues like gun control, suing HMOS,
prescription drugs, he knows the Republican Congress will probably not
pass

those, but they become wedge issues for the Democrats, the vice president
and

his wife to use in the general election to help them attain power.

BROKAW: NBC's Claire Shipman joins us, as well, tonight. Claire, what
are
the realistic hopes that the president will get through a lot of these
proposals

v he's going to lay b

look, his aides say that he thinks he can get them threough. That
has a hope that it--it's going to be a, gquote, "interesting® year. That
er

might be a possibility for him to pass what you're talking about, which
s a new
proposal on gun contrel for the president, a licensing of handguns, that

states would require pecople to obtain a license before they are able to
buy

handguns. Interestingly, this is a posal--proposal that Al Gore made
first. He

was out in front of the White House on this. The president is now
joining him

on this. Most people think the president is trying to give a boost for
the vice
president

‘Thanks very much, NBC's Claire Shipman.

led by

Secretary ©of State Madeleine Albright. One member of the cabinet is
missing

tonight, that's the tradition here and they take it very seriocusly. 1It's
Energy

Secretary Bill Richardson. They have one cabinet member missing, in case
something happens to the president and the vice president and the members
of the

Congress, then you have somebody who can run the government and they are
taken

to a place cutside of the beltway. They have a comfortable evening.
There's no

great tension because no one anticipates that anything will happen, but
they

want to be prepared in case that it does.

No members
Lo se

he US Supreme Court will be here
1 ir long black robes,

al State of the Union address.

chanmger
Man who
used to walk in with the president every year at this time joins us now
from New

vork, where he has returned to the private seca--sector. He is one of the
architects of the success of Bill Clinton, one of the great architects of
this



economy, and that is former Treasury Secretary Bob Rubin. Mr. Rubin,
dees it

look a lot different to you, the economy, from the outside looking in
than the

inside looking out when you're in Washington?

Mr. ROBERT RUBIN {Former Secretary of Treasury): Well, Tom, it really

has

been a remarkable seven years, as y--as you've said. and I think that
sconomic

conditions lock very favorable from the outside,
the

inside. I think one of the things that strikes
Washington,
is--is how enormously important
track that
contributed so greatly to
arly

icul
t we continue a deficit reduction and move toward retiring the debt of

BROKAW: There are lots of questions about what we ought to do with that
record surplus. A lot of people say we ought not to initiate any new
government
programs, use it all to pay down the debt, use it all to secure Medicare
and
Social Security. Would that be your counsel if you were still in the
president's cabinet?

Mr. RUBIN: M--my view, Tom, would be that it should be used
predominantly to
pay down the federal debt, and that, very, very importantly, we use
realistic
numbers in assessing exactly what that surplus is. and I was very

Congressional Budget Office estimates that came out, I guess it was

igh end of those estimat had very unrealistic
ions in Defense and other programs, i--in

lus prejections that were made.

And aren't those projections going to be very tempting to
Congress to

take advantage of that surplus and get their pet projects through for
home?

Mr. RUBIN: Well, look, Tom, it's always been gasy to cut taxes or to
spend.
And the hard thing is to do what the president and vice president did in
19393,
which is to cut the deficit. And I think we've got to continue with that
difficult path, because it’'s the right path for the country and I think
it's the
right path going

forward. But I thi
estimate with exactly what this surplus is., and I don't think that

orw
tly

ates repres
-

ent anything remotely like what the surplus would
be estimated ¢

But how do we get a realistic assessment of what the surplus is

Mr. RUBIN: well, I think you'll see an estimate coming out from the
administration, and I think when it comes out it will follow the path
that the
president set us on during the transition. The end of 1992 and in his
first
year in office, which is to always have prudent, careful and realistic
numbers.

BROKAW: All right, Bob Rubin, you'll be with us for a while, so we'll be
coming back to you later on. We want to go back to Capitol Hill now to
NBC'S
Lisa Myers. She follows the Congress for NEC News, of course, and no one

Lisa, what are the chances that some of these president's

Tax cut at

Lott, the Senate majority leader, has
already put

out a statement saying, if the president does indeed echo Republican
calls to

cut taxes for married couples and for people who send their children to
college,

that this can be, guote, "A year of accomplishment." Tom, the basic fact
is: the

Republicans have already decided that they very much need some
accownplishments

if they're going to hold the House this fall in the elections. S0, they
have

suddenly discovered prescription drugs for the elderly as an issue, it's
now at



and the because of

a legacy that they can do at least a little bit of business.

BROKAW: Lisa, while you were talking we were looking at a picture of

Lioyd

Benson, who is one of the venerated figures in the Democratic party, of
course.

He has not been well, he has served this country in so many ways. He was
in the

Air Force during World War II. Bob Michael, who’'s a former speaker of
the House

of Representatives and has been succeeded by--actually he was not
speaker, he

was the minority leader for a time and then Newt Gingrich took his job,
and he

was a very popular figure here. But now ancther member from Illinois,
Dennis

Hastert, has the job of speaker. I was saying about Llovd B
been

brought here as & special guest of the president tonight. He was in the

A

of course. And he was the vice presidential candidate who debated

and said to him, memorably, "I knew John Kennedy. He was a

mine. You’'re no John Kennedy." He has been--gone back te his ranch in
Texas,

he's nct been well, but he's here tonight and he'll no doubt get a very
warm

reception from this crowd this evening.

Michael Waldman served as a speech writer for President Clinton.
President
Clinton's ability te go on and to get deeply involved in these speeches
right up
to the last millisecond is part of the lure of his administration.
Michael,
we're told that he's been handed the speech just moments a
room,
do you think that he probably is prepared to accept it at this peoint?

fte)
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WALDMAN {Former Clinton Speech
tinkering has to end. I know that nhe was rehearsing and

minute. And he spends weeks and weeks working on a speech

this, going through the policy, rewriting., going through drafts and
rehearsing.

BRO¥AW: And you had a--you had an experience with him one time in which
you
were working on a speech in a limousine on the way to the Capitol, and
what, you
inserted a comma or something?

Mr. WALDMAN: He had a speech done very early in 199%7. One change was
made on
the laptop--I do think it was a comma. We inserted the disk into the
releprompter machine and it had converted the entire speech intc one long
paragraph. Sc while the president was wal g down the aisle, shaking
hands
with members of Congress. I and the other speech writers were shouting at

t
perated the teleprompter, saying, "There! There! Put those

h
g
2

can be kind of hairy. But this is a speach where

Clinton has worked on for a long time and he

. even without the text, probably.

BROKAW: We want to remind our viewers tonight, as well, that after the
president speaks we will hear from Republicans. Senator Frist from
Tennessee
and Senator Collins from Maine will have the Republican response
tonight. It
will be shorter than what the president has to say. What the Republicans

have

done the past few years is to get some of their new and promising members
to

respond to the president's speech. Then, on MSNBC, we'll be going for a
full

we betrer off

How much can he do, tactically, in
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Ms. DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN: Well, you know, there's two phases to this

question

of the legacy. One is what he will be viewed as after he's dead. But as
a young

man, and the other phase, is what his reputation will be from now until
he dies.

And I think we cannot coverestimate how important it is for him to elect
Gore for

that teo happen. Think the difference it will make for him to have
positive

comments coming ocut of the administration, as oppesed to Covernor Sush

saying,

of the end of the

President Johnson in those last years of his life, so sad at the ranch
se
he was being repudiated. That's what he's looking for: non-repudiation.

BROKAW: And as we were nearing from you, Doris, we were also hearing
from
Bill Livingood, who is the sergeant-at-arms, and he was announcing the
arrival
of the president of the United States. Followed by Richard Gephardt, who
is the
Democratic leader in the United States House of Representatives. and just
behind the president there, to your right, is Strom Thurmond, who is the
oldest
living member of United States Senate, obviocusly, and--from Scuth
Carolina.
He's made it into the 21st century. Extraordinary man, in 1948 he ran for
president as a Dixiecrat. Still a lively sense of humor and a man who is
not
going to give up

a House leadership esco

d

ior, the pearded man, is from Michigan. He's been one of the real
tigers for
the Demccrats on their side of the aisle. Just behind Richard Gephardt,

who is

the blonde hair there to your--right behind the president is Tom Daschle,
who is

the minority leader in the United States Senate, from the great state of
South

Dakota. The chances of the Democrats regaining the Senate--most pecople in
Congress and watching all of this think--are very long indeed. But the
Democrats think they've got a real shot at gaining the House, especially
if they

can get the president home this year. That is, Al Gore. Larry Summers,
who

succeeded Bob Rubin as his faithful deputy, is there as well.

If we can, we're just going to show you a pictures as we--loock at
Clinton in 1993, It was hig f£irst State of the Union address. We
him, we're just going to show you the imagery. A more youthful man

was in 1994, of course, that he made the speech--there’s Tom Foley

the right, who's been long-gone as the speaker of the House of
Representatives. Now replaced by Dennis Hastert. And Al Gore. Big
evening for

Al Gore. He comes here surging out of Iowa after haf--after soundly
defeating

Bill Bradley in the Iowa caucuses. And in New Hampshire, where Gore had
been

trailing in December, he now has a very substantial, by New Hampshir
standards,

lead over his principal opponent, Bill Bradley. He's leading 49 to 40 in
all

the latest polls from up there. And the election there is Tuesday, of
course,

so you'll see a lot of Al Gore tonight and hear a lot about him. And as
Tim has

pointed out in the past, the Tennessee
Sunday,

that can't hurt Al Gore either.

then the--Dennis Hastert, who was unheard of
the country, came in as the consensus choice on the Republican side. A

former

wrestling coach from Illincis who has been kind of a coach among the Republicans, as well.

we do expect the president tonight to ask the states to issue photo ID

licenses for handgun purchases. That will get the attention of the
National

Rifle Zssociation and the people who are opponents of gun control on
Capitol

Hill. That will be an explosive issue here tonight, but it's one that Al
Gore

has talked about. Two years ago, you'll remember, the president was here



part of the ritual of Washingrton life, that is all the
introduction

that is reguired for a president. &and in the honor of the office, as
they often

say, if not always the man. Even those Republicans who have spent so
much of

their time on Capitol Hill trying to impeach him or have been so sharply
critical of him are in awe of his political powers.
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HEADLINE: Davis scolds OPM chief for late decision on closing while on
Gore campaign trail

BYLINE: Ellen Sorokin; THE WASHINGTON TIMES
BODY:

The government's personnel chief should have delegated the decision on
cloging federal offices Tuesday o someone who was in town rather than
make the
call from Iowa, where she was campaigning for Vice President Al Gore, a
Republican congressional leader said yesterday.

Rep. Thomas M. Davis
thousands of

federal workers, said Of

Lachance should have bee

o
close federal offices hours before thousands of government workers braved
SnOwW-

and ice-covered highways.

"There is a time to govern and & time to campaign,” Mr. Davis said.
*She has
to make up her mind whether or not she wants to be a political operative
¢r help
and work with federal employees. It's not a great mixture. Federal
workers
should not be a second priority or tossed around like footballs.”

white House officials defended Ms. Lachance, saying her political work
on
behalf of the Gore campaign was not a violation of the Hatch Act, a
federal
statute that prohibits government employees from participating in most
political
activiti

ek
]
Ui

ite House statement,

costs are not paid by the federal goverament.

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane said Ms. Lachance, 46, is not the only
administration official campaigning for the vice president. He said
Cabinet
secretaries and former administration staffers are alsc on the campaign
trail,
although he said he did not know how many.

"But you can just lock around and see that they're a lot of people, " Mr.
Lehane said last night, gesturing arcund the bustling press room at
WMUR-TV in
Manchester, N.H., before last night's presidential debates. "You know, our
pecple support Rl Gore."

He said he assumed the cfficials are not on governm
campaign for Gore.

“My assumption is - I'd go ask each and every ong how they're deing it

MY. Lehane said.




Ms. Lachance from her duties at the Office of Personnel Management, Mr.
Lehang
said, "ask her."

Pressed on whether Ms. Lachance should have been in Washington during
the
snowstorm, he said, "I would refer you to her."

In response, Ms. Lachance said being in Iowa during Tuesday's
snowstorm did

not delay her decision to shut down the government in Washington.

she said. "It was 3 a.m. and I was on the telephone.

=
5
i1
-t

call convinced me that th

government open.”

Ms. Lachance was stranded early Tuesday morning in Council Bluffs
Iowa,
afrer four days with the Gore campaign. She returned teo Washington early
yesterday morning.

The OPM director approved the government shutdown at 7 a.m. Tuesday,
three
hours after the National Weather Service warned that a severe snowstorm
threatened the District and its suburbs.

The lateness of the decision angered many federal workers who already
were on
their way to work on slippery roads or were waiting for delayed trains at
commuter rail and Metro stations.

Mr. Dpavis said OPM offici should admit they made a mistake in
making a
delaved call on the closing,
"Everyone makes mistakes, that they made
a
mistake, © Mr. Dawvis said. “There's no question that the decision to

shut down
was delayed because the director was not here."

Ms. Lachance, a lawyer, joined the president's transition team after

working

in the first Clinton-Gore campaign. She was named OPM's communications
director

in 1923 and rose to chief of staff by 19296. In 1597, the Senate confirmed
her as

deputy director, then director. She previously headed communications and
political affairs at the American Federation of Government Employees, a
union

affiliated with the AFL-CIO.

(=34

and federal government open.

"I wasn't alone. We made that decision based on the information we got
from
the National Weather Service," Ms. Lachance said. »The information we
got very
much supported a decision to declare unscheduled leave."

Rep. James P. Moran, Virginia Democrat, said he doesn't blame OPM
officials
for announcing the shutdown so late, even though many workers including
hisg
cousin's wife, Kathy Moran, who took trains into the city were left
stranded
until 5 p.m. when the trains returned to ta

<& them home.
1 1 was the weather forecast," Mr. M
expensive decision te give general leave. OPM was ri

about
the costs.”

Mr. Moran saild he deoesn't believe that it mattered whether Ms.
Lachance was
in town. "It would be a problem if she was acting unilaterally. But
there was
consensus among the cfficials who participated in the first conference
call to
leave the government open,® he said.

Mr. Davis still disagreed with the decision-making process. "If she
wantg
to campaign, let her campaign. But for heaven's sake, don't put the
federal
employees at a disadvantage.”

* White House correspondent Bill Sammon contributed teo this repert from
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Manchester, N.H.

Photo (coler), Feeling the heat: OPM Director Janice R. Lachance
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HEADLINE: Text of Q&A with President Clinton from Stateline.org {1/2)

DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Jan. 25

hite Houw {Par
FROM STAT

Mr. President, thank you for helping Stateline.corg mark its first

anniversary online (Jan. 25} by agreeing to field some of our guestions.
New York Times columnist Tom Friedman recently wrote that the *creative

destruction® of the Internet is about to hit government, and that the
next

decade "is going to be as revoluticnary and creative a period in American

politics as was the period between the Declaraticn of Independence in
1776

and the Constituticnal Convention in 1787. ” Do you agree? How do you see
the Internet changing government?
ANSWER:

I strongly agree that the Internet and information technology has the
enci

potencial to strengthen our democracy and to make government more open,
efficient, and “"user-friendly." Thanks to the lecadership of Vice
president
Gore commitment £O "reinventing government, " many federal
c

cant progress in using the Internet
latest health research, di

ne

zople get information on t fferent
medical illnesses and a host of medical resources designed to help people
stay healthy from the Department of Health and Human Services's
Hea inder. (www.healthfinder.gov)

" e
o
o
I

arents, teachers and students can downlecad high-quality educational

resources from the Federal Resources for Educational Excellence --
everything from a children's guide to the U.S. Government, to virtual
exhibits on famous inventions, to a virtual tour of John F. Kennedy's
birthplace. {www.ed.gov/free).

College students can track their student loan status on line, reserve
a camp site for their spring break, or file a change of address, all at

the

r"Access America for Students® web site. www.students.gov

Entrepreneurs seeking to start their own business can get online help
from the Business Advisor sponsored by the Small Business Administration

, e-mail counseling
¥y to electronically

oped by the De
id their dream

lion jobs. Employees can S
over 1.5 n job seekers. {www.ajb.org) I think that
payoffs are enormous, and will only increase as more America

access
to the Internet, and as Internet technology becomes more versatile and
powerful:

Citizens will be able to access government information and complete
secure transactions with the federal government 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, avoiding the need to wait in line.

The efficiency and effectiveness of government will be improved --
with real savings for the American taxpayer.

Government information, such as information on local environmental
conditions, will be at people's fingertips as opposed to locked away in
filing cabinets.

Citizens will be able to track legislation and the voting record of
their Congressional representatives on the issues that they care most
about.

oo

r depth.
make the most of these possib

ilivies, I issued a
e on "electronic government” last month
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agencies to:

Work together to make government information and services much easier
co find;

Put the top 500 government forms online;

Increase the number of government benefits and services that can be
securely delivered online;

Ensure that federal Web sites are accessible to people with
disabilities, and to build good privacy practices into their Web sites;
and

Conduct a l-yvear study to examine the feasibility of online voting.

By working together with the private sector and with non-profit
organizations, we have the opportunity strengthen our democracy in
Information Age, and to make government more open, responsive, and
efficient. The Internet of the 21st century will not only be a global

the

electronic marketrplace -- it may also become the town sguare.
UCATION
shoulder mest of the burden of education costs of
hey and local school districts are most responsible for
what more can the federal government do about the slow
progress in improving education and the failure to meet the ambitiocus

Goals
2000 that you helped draft in 19892
ANSWER:
During the past seven years my Administration has worked to reshape
the federal role in education to invest wore in our schools and demand
more
from them. We have worked to increase investment in elementary and
secondary education and have nearly doubled the federal investment in
education since I took office. Federal dollars are now invested in proven
strategies for reform such as reducing class size, improving teacher
quality, and fixing failing schools.
At the same time, I have consistently supported high standards and
accountability to ensure that our students are prepared for success in

o

o
21st Century. Although schools are struggling to meet these standards,

the country - Eleven years
aboutr setting ds and whether
them, Today ped standards

that all studen Now, we need

s around investing to he cudents reach those
n I beli

L.eve that

expecting high academic achievement from all our children, or allowing
students to proceed from grade to grade without mastering appropriate
academic material cheats them of the success they deserve.

we must also hold educators at the state and local level accountable
for results. Last year I worked to create a fund that helps states and
school districts turn around or close low-performing schools and ensure
that all students have high guality public school options. This year I
will call on Congress again to pass my Educatiocnal Accountability Act,
which would further raise standards and increase accountability.

SUBJECT: WELFARE REFORM

QUESTION:
Despite the many successes of welfare reform, evidence has emerged
hat some families -- albeit a much smaller number than initially

e cracks. The Urban

ercent of cipients are not
ome D! wh t receiving child
5he re findings. As you
ercent of om the S-year time limir. But many states
eport tha easily leave welfare have already done sc and
that the r is largely composed of families that face
many

barriers to independence. If states reach out to those families who have
left the rolls but aren't able to earn a living, the proportion of "very
hard-to-serve” will only increase. How can this problem be dealt with?

ANSWER :

In 1992, I promised to end welfare as we know it, and more than three
years after the enactment of the welfare reform law, millions of people
have moved from welfare to work, and child poverty is at its lowest level
since 1980. More than 1.3 million welfare recipients nationwide went to
work in 1998 alone; the percentage of adults still on welfare who were
working nearly quadrupled between 1932 and 1998 with all fifty states
meeting the welfare reform law's overall work reguirement; numerous
independent studies confirm that people are moving in record numbers

from welfare to work:; and welfare rolls are down by more than half si

ars. The overall poverty rate fell to 12.7 percent in 1938
B m on fewer people in poverty than in 19593,
I pelieve we can and will help the “hardest-to-serve" still on the

welfare rolls as well as those families working to stay off welfare. As a
result of record caseload declines, states now have more welfare reform
resources per person to invest in those remaining on the rolls -- and to
help those who have left welfare succeed in the workforce, support their
children, and avoid returning to welfare. The final welfare reform
regulations I announced last April make it easier for states to use
welfare
reform funds to pay for child care, transportation, and job retention
services to help people who have left welfare stay off the rolls or avoid
going on welfare in the first place. We also clarified that such
supports



for working families would not count toward the five-year time limit for
welfare benefits. Aleng with this flexibility, we are holding states
accountable for moving people from welfare to work, and I have urged them
to use the resources to invest in those who need the most help.

To help those still on the rolls who need more help moving into the
workforce, I fought for and obtained $3 billion in Welfare-to-Work funds

the 1 alanced Budget Act. These funds help those individuals and

commur s facing the greatest challenges in making the transition from

walfar work we've enlisted businesses, civic and faith-based
groups,

and federal agencies to join in moving people from welfare to work, and
all
have risen to the challenge: for example, 12,000 companies joined the
Welfare to Work Partnership and hired nearly 650,000 pecple. My
administration has also worked hard to ensure that all working families
eligible for health insurance and nutritional assistance get these
important work supports. We've put tough child support measures in place
to make sure that absent parents who can afford to pay do so, and we're
providing resources to help low-income fathers work and pay child
support. Since 1992, child support collections have nearly doubled.
To promote and reward work, we've also increased the minimum wage
expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, invested in child care and h
care for low-income families, provided welfare to work transporta
and
secursd more housin to help welfare recipi
move closer to
ed prosperity,
In

T put forwar:
arned Income Tax Cred

d a range of itiatives, such as
it, that reward work and

hard-pressed working families who are playing by the rules.
ess Office, 202-456-2100
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BYLINE: Francine Kiefer, Staff writer of the Christian Scisnce Monitor

HIGHLIGHET:
past Cabinet members and staffers offer lessons on how to ease the move

BODY:

when John Podesta signed on as staff secretary at the Clinton White
House
seven years ago, he arrived to find his personal computer missing its hard
drive. His Republican predecessors had removed this modern-day filing
cabiner,
leaving only wires.

v ways, the white House is nothing

It was & stark
but an

oty

¢ been removed,

when & new president takes over. Documents h

9

empt there to explain the divvying up
ofA

limi e important, the nuts and bolts
of

launching a new administration.

This uncertain period can trip up a freshly minted president - as the
nation
witnessed when gaffe after gaffe highlighted the start of the Clinton
administration. In the past three decades, only Ronald Reagan has

successfully )
managed a smooth slide into the Oval Office, says presidential scholar

Martha
Joynt Kumar.

But chaos need not reign at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue next year, says Ms.
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The most extensive study of its kind, the project is based on interviews
with 75

current and former white House officials back to the Nixon
administration. The

interviews cover seven jobs crucial to getting a White House moving,
including

the chief of staff, the personnel director, and the president's legal
counsel -

who vets the appointees.

Unlike a corpeoration that takes on a new chief executive officer, the White
House offers no institutional memory for its new bhoss. "You're left in
this

ambiguous position where you have the greatest opportunity to make a mark

capacity to do it,” says Kumar. According to Kumar, candidate

common traps. The biggest one: his focus on winning without

for what would come immediately afterward.

while President Reagan’s chief of staff was announced in November,
President

Clinton waited until December to announce his. Most of Clinton’s staff
were not

appointed until the week before his Januvary inauguration - toc late to
take

advantage of the available briefings and materials from their Bush
administration counterparts.

Clinton's other common error was to lecad up his key positions with loyal
campaign workers and "friends of Bill.* Fresh from victory, many of these
energetic thirty-somethings had little knowledge of how a White House

actually
WOrks.

“Of course,
make
sure the press secretary has the access necessary to accomplish the job,®
¢ oM.

McCurry said.

with experience] would have said, 'Whatever you do,

Clinton's early problems were compounded by the fact that the main job
gualification of his chief of staff, Mack McLarty, appeared to be that he
was

the president's boyhood friend.

*The first two years of the Clinton administration were like a soccer game
at

school: A1l the kids go after the ball at the same time, " recalled Leon
Panetta

at a recent Heritage Foundation forum on the presidency. Mr. Panstta, a
former

member of Congress and alse Clinton's budget director, eventually was

appoint pecple who come out 0f your

said Panerta. But a certain amount of

nesded, he explained, "because Washington is not your

In the modern presidency, Xumar says, Mr. Reagan did the best job of
preparing

for his transition - perhaps because he knew what it took to run a
mega-state

like California.

Reagan approach different

In the spring before the 1980 elections, Pendleton James, a Califcrnia
headhunter who also served in the Nixon administration, was asked to

discreestly

on possible appointess for a Reagan

Briefing books listing everything Reagan had said on the issues during the
campaign were brought out as screening of appointees began.

Edwin Harper, of the Reagan transition team, explained to Kumar:

As Cabinet officers were selected, "my staff and I briefed each of them on,
‘Here's what the president has promised the American people he was going
to do.
If you've got any guestions about that, we ought to discuss it right
now.' *
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The mistakes of the Clinton administration are perhaps less 1i
repeated if either George W. Bush or Al Gore occupies the Oval Office.
Both men
have intim
nad

Even 50, Kumar makes no assumptions abou
in

s the transivion potent
year's crop of candidates, saying it's i

i1l too early to assess.
And as Panetta exasperatedly observes: "The lessons that are so obviocus in
this

town are never learned.*

(c) Copyright 2000. The Christian Science Publishing Society
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Thank you very much. Thank you.

I know you claim me as one of your own, because I keep getting those

annual
giving -- {laughter).

{(Laughs.} I do my best. I do my -- (laughter).

Thank you very much, Dean Wolfowitz. I'm delighted to be here before
such a
distinguished audience with many honored guests and including several
generations of the SAIS family.

I'm sorry that Ambassador Nitze is not here, because I did want to
point cut
that twe days ago he celebrated his 23rd birthday. aAnd to George Kennan,
he
might seem like a youngster, but to the rest of us, he is an ingpiration.
And so
even though he's notr nere, I hope we can all wish "happy birthday, "

and may he have many wOre.

interested to see a lot of students here. Of courss, I

that the spring registration had been scheduled for today but was
postponed

because of my speech. So I actually have no idea how many of you came to
hear me

and how -- ({laughter) -- {(laughs) -- how many came expecting to register
and

just stayed on only because your morning was already shot. (Laughter.}

But whatever your motives, I hope you will sit back, relax, and think

up the
easiest possible guestions for when I finish my remarks. {Laughter.)

Three
ramewor.

years ago
k £ A

£OY Ame
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that our
framewcrk,
for these are the bonds that held together the entire international
system.

and relationships were at the center of that

When we're able to act cooperatively with other leading nations, we
Create a
convergence of power and purpose that can solve problems and spur progress
around the globe.

This basic framework will continue to guide us in the year 2000. Our
priorities include an even stronger NATO, bolstered by new members,
developing
new capabilities and prepared for new missions. We will strive with our
partners
to puild peace in Kosovo and integrate all of Southeastern Europe inte the
continent's demoCratic mainstream. We T

China,
adhering to core principles while seeking to advance commcn interests. We
will

continue our efforts with allies in aAsia to ensure stability on the Korean
peninsula and to work with everyone concerned to ease tensions in South
Asia. We
will strive for even greater cooperation along our borders with Canada and
Mexico. Their economic, legal, social and envircnmental issues have an
especially direct impact on the lives of our citizens. And we will do all
we can
to support peace in key regions, such as Central Africa, Northern
Ireland, the
hegean, the Caucasus and, most immediately, the Middle East. It is in this
region that we are coming closer to settling cne of history's longest and
most
enduring conflicts.

Israeli Prime Minis
ra journeyed to She

-Sha

Chairman Arafat will meet

the end of this month, I will co-chair with Russian Foreign

Minister

Ivanov, a ministerial meeting of the Multilateral Steering Group, in
Moscow .

This group brings Arab and Israeli leaders together to develop solutions
to

regicnal problems. All this activity reflects that negotiations are now
moving

ahead.

But negotiating the peace remains a formidable task. As we are seeing
in the
Israeli-Syrian negotiations, both sides genuinely desire peace. But
overcoming a
legacy of mistrust is not easy. Understandably. both want to be sure
their needs
will be addressed first.

£ind ways

have ©o overcome many problems and bridge
3aps

that may appear unbridgeable at the ocutset. There will inevitably be many
ups

and downs and roadblocks prior to a breakthrough. Sometimes negotiations
may be

delayed while the parties consider their next moves, as is the case with
the

Syrian track at this moment. Sometimes deadlines are not met, as has often
happened on the Palestinian track, but in the end they seem to work
things out

and achieve the results necessary.

But despite these tribulations, a key underlining reality is emerging;

the

ilogic of peace has become compelling for Arabs, Israelis and Palestinians
alike.

Their 1 have te take hard, fateful, even painful decisions,

te grow up free from the threat of terror
1g together to build prosperity, manage
resources, and enrich civic life.

This has long been the dream of those who care about the Middle East
and the
people wno live there. Today, more than ever, the opportunity exists for
the
region's leaders to make it possible, and it is in America's interests
and fully
in accord with our wvalues to help them do so.
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The middle East, and the other priorities I have listed, will engage
much of
our time and energy in the months ahead. But the primary reason I‘ve come
here

this morning is to talk about a general imperative that underlies these
and many
other specific goals, and that is democracy. This focus is appropriate,

cople always use their freedom wisely, or because free economies always
erate prosperity, or because democracy is efficient. In truch,
moCracy can

be maddening, messy and muddled; but as Churchill famously observed, as a
system

of government, it is miles ahead of whatever is in second place. Moreover,
democracy is the hard rock upon which America’'s world leadership is
built. It is

why our land has attracted to its shores a steady stream of the world's
boldest

and most creative women and men; it is why ocur predecessors had the
courage and

faith to triumph in two global conflicts; it is why we were able to stand
tall

during the decades of the Cold War; and it is at the heart of what Joe
Nye has

called "america's soft power® in the current ara.

this weould be backed up by modern presidents from Truman

Bush and

Clinton -- is that our identification with democracy is vital to the
pursuit of

our interests.

Today the United States has the strongest economy and the finest armed

forces

in the world, of which we are justly proud, but even a country as
powerful as

Aamerica, will often need the help and cooperation of others if we're to
protect

our security, prosperity and values. And most people around the world
recognize

that when we act in support of freedom, we aid not only our interests, but
theirs, as well. & hundred years ago, the number of countries with a

suffrage was zecro.

These Tol ountries on every

For those wadded to stergotypes, it is worth noting that a

the

world's Muslims, as well as Hindus, Christians and Jews, now live in
countries

considered at least partly free. Over the past half-century, we've seen
nation

after nation gain its freedom -- in Asia and Africa, from colonialism; in
Latin

America, from military dictators; in Central and Eastern Europe, from
Communism,

and in South Africa, from apartheid. We witnessed and celebrated all
this, and

yet we're not complacent as we enter the new century because we
understand that

true democracy is never achieved, it is always a pursuit. And we Xnow
that if we

who love liberty grow wear
us

, those who love only power will one day sweep

or wi the democratic tide has already begun to recede.

we know that in many countries, the arrival of electoral democracy has

been

accompanied by economic expectations that are as yet unfulfilled. For
example,

over the past decade, dailly life for most people has gotten harder, not
easier,

in the New Independent States. Surveys indicate a majority have come to
eguate

democracy with inequality and the unravelling of the social fabric.

wround the globe, newly democratic countries are having trouble
matching the
visible and immediate promise of elections with tangible, widespread
benefits
for their people. If unaddressed, this raises the risk that public
confidence i

111 erode and support growth of failed remedies from the past,

w
including protecticnism and authoritarianism.
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ut economic ar are T s threats to democratic
er; t. Int itions have been
I
e ic strife. As Vice President Gore recently emphasized, HIV-AIDS has
& threat, not only to health, but also to economic, social and
political

development, especially in Africa.

And quite a number of electeoral democracies are in trouble because their
leaders are concentrating not on self-government, but on self-enrichment,
self-glorification and self-perpetuation in power.

The result is sham democracy, where rights are not respected and the
very
concept of political openness is tarnished by assocCiation.

when elected governments depart from democratic principles, they run a
grave
ongnts may feel they have no option hut to try to

ncenstiturional means. But by so doing, these opponents run an

of power move

to sguare one. It brings to power authorities whe lack
e ineligible for assistance from the United States and

The right approach for those frustrated by sham democracy is to push

with

principled determination for genuine democracy, greater accountability,
more

openness, and real competition of ideas. This approach takes time, but it
can

bear fruit, especially if other democracies are listening and prepared to
reinforce the message in appropriate ways.

It is by now a truism that what's most important is not a country's
st

Elecricns, moreover, are not -- but one note in the democratic

full orchestra is reguired, including markets that reward initiative,
police

that respect due process, legal structures that provide justice, and a
press

corps that is free to pursue the facts and publish the truth.

These institutions do not arise overnight. Building democracy takes many
years and much patience. It requires not only the seeds of democratic
ideals but
alsc the s0il of democratic culture in which those seeds may take root
and grow.

But patience is not a policy.

Democracy may be conceived by dreamers, but it is made real by doers.

And our

respoen as the world's leading democracy, is to work in
partner

others tage of democratic
develo mocraric
princip

values, understanding that however difficult the past, there is noc real
Progress

without liberty. We must work within global and regional institutions to
strengthen the commitment to democratic principles and assist governments
that

practice them. We must use our assistance to foster vibrant civil
societies and

economic reforms that reward the hard-working many, not just the
privileged few.

and we must use the tools of public diplomacy, including modern
trechnologies

such as the Internet, to spread indispensable ideas such as freedom.

I am proud of the help that USAID, the State Department, and other U.S.
government agencies are providing to nations in tramsition. From Asia to

they are training judges

Union, Japan and a host of nen-governmental and private

organizations that are committed to making the new century a time of
freedom and
growth.

The United States is determined to make a good start towards this goal
by
making the year 2000 a time of democratic advancement across the world
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stage.

In June, the Polish government will host an unprecedented gathering of
countries from around the world whose governments have expressed their
commitment to the democratic path. I will join my counterparts not only

from

Poland, but alsc Chile, the Czech Republic, India, fe ic of Korea
and
Mali as co-convenors of that conference. This Community

This
initiative wi xplore ways that we can cooperate
1 fe)

strengthening democratic societies and values. P

Forum on Democracy, recogn

broadening democratic constituencies. Later in

=]

year, the International Conference on New or Restored Democracies will be
1

in Benin, focusing on complementary goals.

The underlying theme of these efforts is that democratic societies must
learn
from and assist each other, whether in times of relative stability or when
emergencies arise.

In the year ahead, the United States will be focusing particular
attention
and resources on the challenges faced by four key democracies: Colombia,
Nigeria, Indonesia and Ukraine. These nations differ markedly, but each
can be a
major force pili S in i region, and each is at a
critical

Thisg xpress support for
Andres
Pastrana‘s plan for achieving peace, fighting crime, promoting
and

improving governance throughout his country.

The United States has a profound interest in helping to achieve these

closely

linked goals. Four-fifths of the cocaine entering our country either
comes from

Colombia or is transported through it. Most of Colombia'’s heroin
producticn is

exported to the United States. Drug- related activities fuel crime and
corruption, aggravate social problems, and retard economic progress
throughout

the Americas.

ics interdiction, and strengthen mechanisms for
reform and protecting human rights.

The struggle in Colombia is not between right and left, rich and poor,
or
between one ethnic group and another. It's between those who want to
pursue
prosperity and social development democratically and those who addicted to
criminality, violence, and corruption.

2nd only Colombians can devise a solution to Colombia‘s ills. And
president
Pastrana has put forward a bold plan for doing just that, and we are
proud to
support him.

Another major test of democracy is

sulous nation in Africa and exercises enormous
n. I

is also a major trading partner and one of the largest suppliers of
imported

oil.

Over the past two years, Nigerians have made an inspiring journey from

dictatorship to democracy, but years of military misrule have imposed
enocrmous

cost. President Obasanjo enjoys broad popular support, but his government
is

fragile, and he must also cope with high public expectations. During the
1970s

oil boom, Nigeria's per capita income was more than four times what it is
today .

ia faces the
ion:
institutions
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rceful set of initiatives aimed at curbing corruption, asserting

lian

ntrol, and protecting human rights. In response, President Clinton and
ongress have nearly gquadrupled our assistance to Nigeria. Our purpose is
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p Nigerians address urgent threats to stability and democracy, to
invigorate

key institutions such as the legislature and courts, and encourage needed
econcmic reforms.

During my visit to Abjua last fall, I said that history may one day
compare
the importance of the democratic transition in Nigeria to that of Nelson
Mandela's election in South Africa, Nigerians today are engaged in a
high-stakes
test of democracy, and we must do all we can to help them succeed.

donesia has embarked on its cwn transition

e and hisvory. For the first time in decades, it has elected
ident in a conzest, the outcome of which was not known in advance,

ment whose decisions really matter. All the while, it has been
4 by

inancial criges, civil disturbances, facticnal violence and controversy

East Timor.

The Indonesian people deserve great credit for conducting fair and
peaceful
elections.

And the new president, Abdurrahmam Wahid, merits broad support as he
strives
to stabilize the economy, deepen civilian control over the mi
establish
the rule of law, maintain
hallenges are simpl

2 nalf a century ago, one of Indonesia‘'s founding fathers Mchammed Hatta

warned his countrymen that the struggle for true freedom would go on for
a very,

very long time, demanding sacrifices and suffering. Today, Indonesia is
nearer

the goal of true democracy than it has ever been, but the struggle is far
from

over. End our job, which reflects our interests, is to ensure that the
Indonesians don't struggle alone.

Aecordingly, we have substantially increased assistance for democratic
institution-building in areas such as judicial reform, civil-military
relations
and the develo
continug to
deepen our
to
Indonesi
Final

society

markef economy.

Although a candidate for ethnic discord, it has maintained internal
peace. It
has held three competitive, albeit imperfect, presidential elections. Most
recently, President Kuchma won a Clear mandate for a far-reaching economic
reform and further integration into European and global institutions. He
responded by appointing a strong reformer as prime minister.

Like many other countries in transition, Ukraine is threatened by
economic

decline, Lower

The United States has provided Ukraine almost $2 billion in assistance
this
decade. Our focus has been on nuclear threat reduction and democratic
institution building, and this year we plan to double our most important
exchange programs in order to help educate and train the next generation
of



Ukraine's leaders. 1999 was notable for what didn't happen in Ukraine; the
economy didn’'t melt down, and the communists didn't come back to power.
Cur hope

is that this year will be memorable for positive reasons, the most
important of

which would be te carry cut long-delayed and much-needed structural
reforms to

protect Ukraine's solvency, attract foreign investment and fuel its
economy .

Ukraine's transformation into a fully stable and democratic European
stare would

assist similar transitions throughout the former Soviet Union.

&

Ir is in America’'s naticonal interest that Ukraine succeed.

is end, we will continue to help our partner move down the path to
reform, fuller freedom, and sustained growth.

Of course, as you can tell from listening to me, it takes resources to
put
meat on the bones ¢of our backing for democracy for these four key
countries and
worldwide, and this will require congressional and public support.

Funding for international affairs declined substantially in the 19%0s,
in
real terms, compared to the decade before. We're fighting to reverse this
trend.

th is that they aid America. By helping to build more stable,
OSperous. an

a more democratic world, they make our citizens more securs, Create new
sconomic

Many Americans are surprised when I tell them that the amount we
allocate to
the entire spectrum of foreign affairs is only about one penny of every
dollar
the federal government spends. S0 when I say we've guadrupled something or
doubled something, keep in mind within what.

But that penny, that penny out of every dollar, may be responsible for
50
percent of the history that is written about our era and makes a
difference in
the lives of 100 percent of the American peocple.

The best leaders of both parties in Congress understand this. They know
that
American diplomacy belongs on th

I*ve come here Lo state plainly that as the new century

G
he United States is determined to help other democCratic peoples preserve

deepen their freedoms, and to keep liberty’'s torch alive in the hearts of
those

still denied their fundamental rights. Some say it’'s hegemonic to promote
democracy and that we're trying to impose our values on others. I say by
definition, democracy cannot be imposed in any country at any time. It is
dictatorship that is an imposition; democracy is a choice.

Further, when we raise democracy's banner, we do no more than pay what

we owe

to those whose vision and sacrifice enabled us to live in a world more
free than

it has ever been. This it the debt we owe not only to Jefferson, but also
to

Bolivar, Shevchenke and Kossuth; not only to the Roosevelts, but also to
Marti,

Masaryk. Gandhi and Mandela; not only to Martin Luther King, but also to

Jung and Aung San Suu

our own turbulen

and always uphill.

together, and

that we can be -- the democratic principles that have guided us this far,
we

will have the light we need to guide us through the perilous miles to
come .

Thank you very much. And now I'd be very pleased to respond to whatever
guestions you might have. (Applause.]

{Cross talk.}

: {Confers with Dean Wolfowitz.} ({Applause.}

SEC. ALERIG
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MR, WOLFOWITZ: Madame Secretary, thank you

End I failed to note, in introducing you, you are also a member of the
boar

of the Naticnal Endowment for Democracy, which I am proud to say I am a
member

of the board now. And I thi
democracy

serves American interests.

2k you have made a powerful case for how

I know there are a lot of guestions in this audience. If the press will
bear
with me, I am going to call on some students first. But I will get to the
press,
as well.

Does any brave student want to ask the first guestion? It's always the
hardest. (Laughter.) Way in back. If you can speak loudly, it will save us
getting the mike back there.

SEC. ALBRIGHT (?): {(Inaudible.}! {Laughter.]

Yeah. You -- (laughs) --

Q Madame Secretary, I just wanted to return to the topic ¢f Colombia
for a
moment . And regarding the $1.6 billion package, it's interesting that
just 10
years ago, the level of assistance that the United States sent to
Colombia was
under $10 million.

and what critics of the package have -- the point they have made is that
there is a possibility for increasing involvement in a counterinsurgency
war,
not just the counternarcotics war that the administration has purported to
support. Yet when I talk to officials within the U.$. government, they
oftentimes wink and say: "Well, everyone knows that it's very difficult to
differentiate between the narcotics and the insurgency issues. In that
sense, we

are con
efforts.”

that part of this will go towards counterinsurgency

uestion is, if that is okay by the standard of the United States
why does e U.S. government not make a more explici

saying that assistance will be going to aid the Colombian military
counterinsurgency battle?

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Because it is not going to the Colombian military for its

counterinsurgency battle, it is going for counternarcotics. It is based
on Plan

Colombia, which President Pastrana has created in the last months, which
is a

comprehensive plan that deals with the basic problems that exist in
Colombia,

which is the production of narcotics, their peace process, the importance
of

getting their economy back on track and developing appropriate social
institutions, with a great emphasis on human rights.

ot of study of Plan Colombia, the U.5. government

on decided thac we would support it. The Colombi

lion towards the plan. The World Bank is putting $2.

we think it is a good plan because it does have all those comprehensive
aspects to it. Proportions of the money will go to the sccial/economic
development aspect of it, and the larger proportion will go primarily to
funding
counternarcotics efforts.

wWe -- it is very clear -- from your gquestion, it is alsoc clear -- that
clearly the insurgents benefit to a great degree from the meney that
comes from
coca production. End so to that extent, there is a connection. But we
have made
very clear that the money we are giving is for counternarcotics.

hat is geoing to fight that is going to the -- a portion of

the Colcompian National Police, and a pertion to the

only

and they are

i

to fight but to protect the Colombian National Police as they go inte

the
putumayo, the southern area of Colombia, where the coca production exists.

I believe that this is a very good investment, and especially after my
trip
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this weekend down there, where I met with all of President Pastrana’s
team, with

General Serrano, the head of the police, and looked at how some of the
court

facilities work, talked about crop eradication, and also made very clear
about

our great interest in human rights. So we believe this is a good
investment, and
having also then gone n
Colombia and the drug prob
good for

regional stability, obviously good for the United States.

i ring countries, I know that tryi
em there under control is something th

M

Q Would you just comment on your prediction for the spread of democracy
in
China? with a country that's so large and so populated, it seems almost
attainable, and I'm curious to see how you predict what will be happening
in the
near future.

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Well, let me just say this. It clearly is very large and

difficult to predict. {(Laughter.) I think that China and our
relationships with

China are among the biggest challenges that face us. China, with is size
and

location and potential power, is a major power in the world, in the
region, and

therefore necessary for the United States to engage with China across the
board,

which we are doing. We have been pressing, an

er
them inte the WTO, and we will be taking te Congress the
necessary
for normal trade relations with them.

At the same time, we are making very clear that we are not giving up in
terms
of our own principles and the need for human rights, and are introducing
in the
United Nations Human Rights Commission a resolution condemning China's
approach
or dealings with human rights issues.

I think that -- and when I have been to China and met with various
programs
of students and people dealing with their legal system, I think that we
are
generally pushing in order to open up Chinese society. It is very
difficult.

However, technology is helping us. There is no guestion that with the
spread
of Internet and globalization, the spread of information, there is no way

keep that out of China,

twe go

vogether. They need to have
be

part of the international econcomic system, and it can't be stopped.

the time that I was a student here and then teaching, I spent a lot

time talking about how alternative sources of information undermine
communist

systems. I spent more time than I wish to tell you on that subject.
{Laughter.}

And what is evident is that there is no way, there wasn't even then, to

have

a completely hermetically closed information system. It is now impossible
to

have a hermetically closed information system. And from the times when
the Xerox
machine was an
have
access

that people

W

of people to run their own lives, those two together, and the need

of

inexorable but difficult to

ks ]
EATE RS I ]

Q Yes. In relationship to Africa and Vice President Gore mentiocning
that HIV
is such an impetus {sic) to the development of the continent, do you
foresee the
United States relaxing its policy in relationship to allowing these
countries to
develop generic HIV drugs and HIV-related illness drugs?

SEC. BRLBRIGHT: I think that this has been one of the major issues in

terms of
intellectual property rights and the guestion of how it's possible to have



eve

& tha
we have 1o look

The problem here is that millions of people are dying of HIV-RIDS in a

way

that undermines the stability of these various countries. And also, it
was a

little unusual to raise this issue in front of the Security Council, but
for )

those of you who are U.N. buffs, I believe it was absolutely an
appropriate

thing to do because it becomes a security issue, and in order to bring it
right

down to Security Council business, a lot of the peacekeepers themselves
are

those who are in danger of getting HIV AIDS or of spreading HIV AIDS. So
it is

the major danger, and I
to

ink that we ought to be

at wvarious ways

Q My name is (Lou Dugan ?). I wanted to greet you as a fellow member of
the
‘63 class of SAIS.

SEC. ALBRIGHT: We both lock a little different! (lLaughter.}

Q And I wondered if I could sneak in a question, looking back on that
time,
to know how it was that you did choose SARIS -- {laughter} -- and what
impact
that specifically had on your illustrious career.

SEC. ARLBRIGHT: Well, Lou -- you know, we used to study together.
{Laughter.}
we had our study group.

Let me say I thought, at
ering a very well-rounded

1 also -- interestingly enough, I at that stage already was interested

n
having a doctoral program, following a doctoral program, and believe it
r not,

that at that time SAIS -- maybe you still do this -- reguired that at the
beginning of your graduate work, you actually write down what your
dissertation

is going to be on. So that made me -- my dissertation ended up being on
something different, but it did make me think a lot about the longer
range of

what I was trying to do with my international relations education.

And I felt that it -- SAIS did and does provide a way of being able to
look at the large variety of what internaticonal relations is. It was not as
wide and

varied then as it is now. If I were designing & curriculum for an
international

relations course at this time, it would be so totally different, not on
from

when 7 . but when I taught at Georgetown, of putting in
subje
I that have to do with the envirconment and health, as I

was

just asked, and obviously a lot more on economics than we ever had, and
issues

to do with a lot more cross-border activities, and maybe a little bit less
memorizing of regicnal institutions. (Laughter.)

But -- there will be a few people in this audience who will remember

this -~

there was a course that we called Wide Wide World, that everybody took
and that

covered everything. and the value of that course for me was -- and I hope
nobody
from Columbia is listening -- is that I translated it into many, many
credits at

Columbia. {(Laughter.)

MR. WOLFOWITEZ: I just want to note for the record, in deference Lo your
having teld jokes on having degress from Columbia, I didn't want to make
any
competitive claims for SAIS here -- {laughter) -- but I do think it's
n

of that kind of education and --

I must alsc say that my father was the dean of another,
at the University of Denver. 5S¢ -- {laughter}.

MR. WOLFOWITZ: That's right.

Barry Schweid.



Q I want it noted that I have two Columbia degrees. {(Laughter.) And I'm
glad
you chose Columbia.

On the Middle East and on the subject of democracy, wouldn't
opportunities or
chances of peace in the Middle East be more secure if the U.S. were
endeavoring
more to promote democracy among the Arab partners you want Israel to come
to
cerms with? Or

her way, how can you depend, how can y
little country

U T
agreement Or expect a democCracy. £ven a tough

Lo try
to repair this breach?

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Let me say that I think obviously the world would be
berter
off, as I stated in my remarks, if every country were a democracy.

They are not all democracies. They are not -- and they are all in
various
stages in their evolution.

I think that wvarious countries have different systems where --
interestingly
enough, I believe that public perception an
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I do think that we have in the past ou look historically,

that it

is possible to have treaties that last with countries that are not
democracies.

2nd if you are interested in a case in point, which might lead to another
guestion here, is we had the ABM Treaty signed with the Soviet Union, and

it has been the bedrock of our Arms Control Program. So I don't think that that
is a --

while democracy everywhere is much desired, I don't think that that is an
element that is necessary in order to sign functioning agreements.

s to what's going on; I think that I would not describe what is
happening
now as a "breach.® I think that, as I said in my remarks, that we knew
all along
that these were going te be very di
casy,

woul

izult negotiations. If th

As has been made -- we pub cut a statement
is happening now 1g that
country
has a different approach as to how it wants its major problems dealt

h, and

as might be expected, each one wants to have its needs decided first. and
what

we are trying to do is to develop some simultaneity and try to move the
whole

package forward.

In the absence of having the highest level talks at the moment, experts
will
be coming from both countries in order to discuss the -- give us their
comments
on the text we put down. And the text we put down was our effort to record
issues, and

really our understanding of where both sides were on the key
the

text is heavily
just

going Lo keep wo

shows where

I think that, Barry, you, as much as anybody, has seen the ebbs and

e Middle East peace process, and other processes in diplomacy, and I

that we just have to keep at it. It's very important, it's very serious.
The
president and I have been talking to leaders. He spoke with President

Assad this
morning, and I spoke with Foreign Minister Shara yesterday. We have been

talking

with Prime Minister Barak on a freguent basis. So we're just going to keep
working it. But "breach” is not the right description for where we are
now .

Q Tyler Marshall (sp), Los Angeles Times. Madame Secretary. another
struggling democracy that you didm‘'t mention was Russia.

U.S.-Russia relationship is not the best at the moment. American-



3ol
reforms have produced more disillusionment than prosperity, and alsc some
suspicion. NATO enlargement, Kosovo war, alsc added to that suspicion.

And now )
we have the Chechnva war, ich has clouded the relationship.

You ing to Russia shortly. What can you do in your last year in
otfice
to improve that relationship?

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Uh, it sounds so terminal. (Laughs.)} ({(Laughter.)

Let me just say; first of all, I did mention Russia, not as cone of my
four
countries. But in terms of managing the relationship with Russia, it's
clearly
one of the major issues that we have to deal with in the year 2000.

I think that we want to see the continued reform programs going
forward. You
know, it's wvery e€asy to see half-full, half-empty activity as far as
Russia is
concerned. And I th
actions
accordin

ink we have to understand that President Yeltsin's

Duma £lections; they are

market eccnomy going on,

And Acting President Putin is somebody that I have been kind of

describing as

having *two strands” to him; one where he has a tough side, in terms of
his KGB

background and his stand on Chechnya. At the same time he has, I think,
been cne

of the leading reformers, first out of 5t. Petersburg and then within the
Yeltsin administration. And he, from what we can tell, seems determined
to move

reform forward.

S0 we are not kind of starry-eyed about Russia. We are very realistic

and havin that we

o provide ce in ol
e to
us parts of their ci society.
when I go to Russia -- and this is a very good example -- we -- I'm

going to

have bilateral meetings with somebody who actually is a very goed friend
of

mine, Igor Ivanov, and talk about the things on which we disagree,
obvicusly,

but at the same time look for areas where we agree. And the fact that
we're

going to be c¢o-chairing a meeting on the multilateral talks that come out
of the

Madrid conference for the Middle East is an example of that.

And so with a country the importance and size of Russia, we are bound
to have
a relationship that has some pretty tough points and some areas of
cooperation.
But I am pratty sanguine about it moving forward properl

in making

Q Madame Secretary, I'd like to return to the Israeli-Syrian peace
1
could. I'd love to get your reaction to that leaked text in the Israeli

last week. How frustrated were you Lo see something that was supposed to
be kept

private between the U.S$., Israel, and Syria -- suddenly full seven pages
printed

in the Ha'aretz? Did you express this frustration to the Israeli
government? And

do you think that it was something that was done by Prime Minister Barak
or by

somebody within the Israeli cabinet who was opposed to the peace process?
aAnd

how do you prevent future leaks? Thank you.

{laughter! -- well
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On the other hand, it's also very difficult to expect, in the kinds of
societies we live in, that such a complete blackout is possible, even
though it
does not help.

My reaction to the leaks is that they are unhelpful, and I think that
that's
my best reaction that I have, is that they were unhelpful. (Subdued
laughter.)

MR. WOLFOWITZ: Over there?

Q Madame Secretary, on the ABM issue vou touched on, there is a test,

as vou
know, ¢ i b 3 1 Missile Defense system. I wonder whether
you fe
that

overnment are kind of at the mercy of the
the technoleogy works, the
administration has

set up a policy that it will go forward, when from a diplomatic point of
view,

this may prove to be a highly problematic decision regarding relations
with

Russia, because it may upset the whole ABM structure.

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Well first of all, let me say that we have never said

that a

-- first of all, let me clarify this. There has been no decision made on
the

deployment of the National Missile Defense, and that decision will be made
sometime during the summer, and it will be based not just on what you're
saying,

on technology -- technology, the feasibility of it. is obviously a part
of it --

but also on the threat, the cost, and its ef
including how it affects arms Control agreen

on which

yery important for ewveryone to as I said

ABM Treaty has been a cornerstong of our arms control

If one were to go forward with the NMD, then cbviously there would have
Lo be
some adjustments.

But I hope that people will understand that the decision is not just

being

made, or would not be being made, bDecause it has not yet been made, on
the basis

of just the technology. That is just one of four aspects of it. And so
diplomacy

and the overall context within which we're operating has as much impact
on this

as what can be done, you know, by the testing.

MR. WOLFOWITZ: Unfortunately, I think --

for one, cannoct
T want Lo make

that you have time for one more, which puts me

i {chuckles) -- and I suppose I should just blindfold
I'i éoing to let Mrs. Rostoff {sp). I think she's entitled -~

SEC. RLBRIGHT: She's entitled, ves! {(Laughter.)

MR. WOLFOWITZ: (Laughing) I think she is entitled:

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Yes. (Laughter.}

Q Thank you.

Madame Secretary, any of these --

MR. WOLFOWITZ:

problem? 5S¢ many peopls
How do you feel about that?

SEC. ALBRIGHT: Well, let me say that all our programs have within them
the
importance of our country's dedication to human rights. I think, as I have
talked about democracy being a central theme to our foreign policy, I
happen to
believe that human rights must be, because we have Lo be true to our
principles.

And I feel, more and more, as I come to the last year of being
secretary of
State, that -- I think that what is very important is there is no doubt
in my



mind that we are, and will continue to be, the most powerful country in
the
world. But I believe, in order to have American power work, it has to be

good

power. I believe in the goodness of American power. and in order to do
chat, I

rh we have o inciples that we have.

and human rights are high, right up there. I spent a lot of time this
last
weekend talking about human rights in Colombia, I spend a lot of time
when I am
in China talking about human rights, and I do it everywhere I go.

But I also think this -- and I think it is very important to understand
this
~-- is that we have lots of aspects tc our foreign policy. We have to be
able to
engage with countries and go at them in different ways. Thers is no one
way to
achieve what we want.

2nd I think the hardest part about all the things that these of us that

are
in government now and those who may be in -- {(laughter;
-- have

to deal with is that -- {laughs) -- is that often things, to the
outsider, don't

seem consistent.

And yet if you begin to deal with each of the issues separately and you

xeep

your eye on the ball about where you want to be -- and from my
perspective, it

is to exist within a community of democracies, where we can understand how
people operate within their countries and that there are human rights,
but we're

not there yet. And in orxrder to get there, we have to take a number of
steps,

which, to those that are not following it on an hourly basis or thoses who
don't

actually have to make the decisions, may seem to be inconsistent.

But I feel that we have a very good framework. And as the last
secretary of

State of the 20th century and the first of the 21st -- {laughter,
applause) -- I
chink we're on a good path.

But I do think that we

Thank you all very much.

Q Thank you. (Applause.)
END
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Hastert: Republicans Aren't Isolationists

CHICAGO (&P}

Republicans aren't isolationists, they just want to follow the American
tradition of being careful about getting involved in foreign affairs,
House
Speaker Dennis Hastert told a group of business executives. Hastert cited
zepublican leaders n areas such as defense preparedness, trade and

hip in




should not, try to impose our will every place and on every occasion in
the
world. ... Even Americans cannot solve all the world's problems.''

$2.78 Sought for Health Programs

WASHINGTON {AP)
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ask Congress £
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n to make it gasier
ign kids up, <

r $2.7 lio
£ficials said Monday.

s

gnlight the plan Tuesday in Iowa. Health policy, and

get insurance to 44 million uninsured Americans, has emerged as the most
significant debate between Gore and former Sen. Bill Bradley, who are
locked in

a battle for the Democratic presidential nomination.

Hostage Confirms Hijacker Photos

BOMBAY, India {(AP)

A physician who treated fellow passengers aboard a hijacked Indian
Airlines
plane said Monday that she recognirzed the faces ©f the
photographs
distributed by the Indian government.
one of
the few hostages to see the hijackers

eople'' who appearsed in photographs published by India last week, Joshi
conference in Bombay. India has blamed Pakistan for the hijacking
alled for the hijackers' arrest. Pakistan has denied the accusations and

the hijackers are in Indian-held Kashmir.

Cuban Protesters Fall Silent

HAVANA, Cuba (AP)

Thousands of protesters demanding the return of &-year-old Elian
Gonzalez
fell silent Monday upon hearing the anncuncement that an American judge
had
ordered the boy to stay in the United S
demonstrators had gathered fo
lobbying for Elian to be ret

father. Many looked stunned when Hassan Perez, head of student group tied
to the
government, announced the decision that had come that day in Florida.

ates until ac least March. The
t in a monthlong string of rallies
iami ro Cuba and be reunited with

Evidence of Europa Ocean Exists

LOS ANGELES (RP)

New evidence from NASA's Galileo spacecraft bolsters theories that a

liquid

ocean lies beneath the crust of Jupiter's moon Eurcopa, scientists reported
Monday after analyzing results from the probe's latest flyby. The findings
indirectly support the case for life beneath the moon's icy crust. Some
experts

believe primitive crganisms could survive just as they do deep in the
Earth's

ocean near volcani environments

na, ' s
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Bush, McCain Spar Over Taxes

GRAND RRPIDS, Mich. (AP)

Taxes were the keynote argument Monday night in the third Republican
campaign
debate in five days, stirred by Steve Forbes' television ad attacking Gov.
George Bush on grounds he reneged on a pledge against any tax increases in
Texas. Disputing the Forbes ad, Bush said he has twice led his state to
the
biggest tax cuts in its history. Sen. John McCain chimed in, saying that
the
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Tokyo share prices climbed Tuesday led by technology issues and boosted
by an
overnight record closing on Wall Street. The Nikkei rose 575.32 points to
18,768.73 at the end of the morning session. In New York Monday, the Dow
rose
49.64 to end at 11,572.20, a new high.

Spurs 93, Jazz 86

SAN ANTONICO (AP}

victory over the Utah Jazz
Duncan, who also pulled down 14 rebounds, was 15-0f-28 from the

14-0f-16 at the free throw line as he topped his previous career-high

points. Karl Malone scored 23 points to lead Utah, Howard Eisley added 16
and
Bryon Russell had 15.

Mideast Talks Recess With No Accord

SHEPHERDSTOWN, %.Va. (AP}

Israeli and Syrian delegates have returned home for consultations with
their
governments ahead of ancther round of land-for-peace neg
talks

ations. The

recessed on Monday without agreement on new borders or any other major
elements

of a treaty uding them despite rigorous American mediation. After
sight

days of talks, there was no change in the Syrian or Israeli stand on the
borders

issue. Syria insists on a pullback to the June 4, 1957, border. Israel
has not

specified exactly how much land it will give and Israeli leaders have
rejected

Syria's withdrawal demand.

africa Seeks Affordable AIDS Drugs

UNITED NATICNS (AP)

African countries say wealthy nations should make HIV-f drugs
available and affordable tc residents of the continent, w has been
by AIDS yet has virtually no nts san es in the
ized world. Many African T 1 and ambassadors

Ipg prevention programs and vaccine
research. A £ Al Gore announced that the White
House

was seeking an extra $150 million this year from Congress for vaccine
research
and prevention programs in Africa.

$2.78 Sought for Health Programs

WASHINGTON (AP}
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a battle for the Demccratic presidential nomination.

Hostage Confirms Hijacker Photos

BOMBAY, India (&P)
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Evidence of Europa Ocean Exists

LOS ANGELES (AP}

New evidence from NASA's Galileo spacecraft bolsters theories that a
liguid
ocean lies beneath the crust of Jupiter's moon Europa, scientists reported
Monday after analyzing results from the probe's latest flyby. The findings
indirectly support the case for life beneath the moon's icy crust. Some

experts

Tokyo Stock Prices Close Higher

TOKYC (AP)

The Nikkei gained 657.51 points to close at 18,850.32.

Lakers 130, Nuggets 95

LOS ANGELES (AP)

es this season a 93-82 defeat at Denver on Nov. 18, when Bryant was
lined by a broken hand.

Spurs %3, Jazz 86
SAN ANTONIO (AP)

Tim Duncan scored a career-high 46 points to lead the San Antonio Spurs

to a
93-86 victory over the Utah Jazz, and back into first place in the NBA'S
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Midwest
Division. Duncan, who alsc pulled down 14 rebounds, was 16-0f-28 from the
floor

Rational Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CAMNYOM NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. {(AP)

On the 92nd anniversary of the Grand Canyon's designation as a national

monument, President Clinton is taking '‘aggressive action'' to safeguard
some of

the nation's most picturesque open spaces. After a helicopter tour of the
canyon

and a hike along Tuweep Valley, Clinton, with the most salient symbol of
the

American West's majesty as a backdrop, was declar
monuments and expanding ancther. The lands alre
government . ve action wa <

despite protes: from local and state offig

o8

ng three new national
long to the federal
iou in some cases,

LONDON (AP}

Iran’s foreign minister has faced egg-hurling protesters in London and

sharp

criticism in Tehran over his two-day trip. Tuesday, Xamal Kharrazi, the
first

Iranian Cabinet cfficial to visit Britain since the 1979 Islamic
revolution, was

scheduled to address the Royal Institute of International Affairs before
meeting

bugsiness leaders to bolster trade. Kharrazi on Monday shrugged off the
protests

by Iranian exiles, who hurled eggs and paint at his limousine as he drove
Lo a

meeting wirth Prime Minister Tony Blair.

Vice President Al Gore is touting a $2.7 billion administration plan

aimed at

getting millions of uninsured children health coverage, a problem that has
emerged as major issue in this year's presidential race. President

Clinton is

asking Congress for the money Tuesday to fund the five-year effort to
boost

enrollment in federal health programs for children by making it easier to
sign

up kids who are eligible for coverage. Gore, campaigning in Yowa, planned
jole]

release a new report showing that 2 million children already have been
enrolled

in the Children's
enrolliment

last year.

jealth Insurance Program, called CHIE

SEHEPHERDSTOWN, W.Va. (AP}

Israeli and Syrian delegates have returned home for consultations with

their

governments ahead of another round of land-for-peace negotiations. The
talks

recessed on Monday without agreement on new borders or any other major
elements

of a treaty still eluding them despite rigorous American mediation. After
eight

days of talks, there was no change in the Syrian or Israeli stand on the
borders

issue. Syria insists on a pullback to the June 4, 1967, border. Israel
has not

spec
rejected

Syria‘'s withdrawal demand.

d exactly how much land it will give and Israeli leaders have

ks Affordable AIDS Drugs
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aAfrican countries say wealthy nations should make HIV-fighting drugs

available and affordable to residents of the continent, which has been
hardest

hit by AIDS yet has virtually no access to treatments saving lives in the
industrialized world. Many African health ministers and ambassadors
attending a

meeting of the Security Council on Monday applauded a new initiative by
the

United States to increase funding for AIDS prevention programs and vaccine
research. At the weeting, Vice President Al Gore announced that the White
House

was seeking an extra $150 million this year from Congress for vaccine
research

and prevention programs in Africa.

A physician who treated fellow passengers aboard a hijacked Indian
Airlines

plane said Monday that she recognized the faces of the hijackers in
photographs

distributed by the Indian government. Bombay patholeogist Anita Joshi was
one of

the few hostages to see the hijackers without their masks. ''They are the
same

people't who appeared in photographs published by India last week, Joshi
said at

a news conference in Bombay. India has blamed Pakistan for the hijacking

Thousands ©of protesters demanding the return of é-year-old Elian

Gonzalez

fell silent Monday upon hearing the announcement that an American judge
had

orderad the boy to stay in the United States until at least March. The
demonstrators had gathered for the latest in a monthlong string of rallies
lobbying for Elian to be returned from Miami to Cuba and be reunited with
his

father.

Trail Blazers 107, Mavericks 94

PORTLAND, Ore. (&P)

Scottie Pippen had 17 points, including three 3-point baskets in the
decisive
third guarter, to lead the Portland Trail Blazers to a 107-%4 win over the
Dallas Mavericks on Monday night. Damon Stoudamire and Detlef Schrempf
also
scored 17 peints for Portland. Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 19 points.

in WTO

co finally achieving its goal of joining the wWorld
Organization,

China is engaged in a vigorous debate here cver how to cope with the
competition

and conditions the trade rules-making body will bring. Top trade
officials say

they plan an overhaul of foreign trade and investment rules to bring
China's

hodgepodge laws in line with WTO regquirements. At the same time, they have
warned that the changes will be gradual to allow the country's
long-protected

industries to cope with outside competition. Trade Minister Shi



Guangsheng noted

that many laws enacted in the 1970s and 80s as China began its transition
from a

planned to a market economy are in conflict with international law.

Taiwan Denies Trying To Hire US Nuke Scientist

military

institute twe years age but never worked as a consultant for the research
center, officials said today. Lee, accused of copying U.S. classified
nuclear

data, gave academic lectures about routine subjects unrelated to nuclear
secrets, military spokesman Kung Fan-ding told reporters. Kung denied a
Washington Post report last month that said the military hired the
Taiwan-born

Lee as a consultant at its Chungshan Institute of Science and Technology,
where

the scientist spoke in March and December 1998.

On the 92nd anniver
monument, President C1i
some of
the nation’s most picturesque open spaces. After a helicopter tour of the
canyon
and & hike along Tuweep Valley, Clinton, with the most salient symbol of
the
american West's majesty as a backdrop, was declaring three new national
monuments and expanding another. The lands already belong to the federal
government. But the executive action was being carried out, in some cases,
despite protests from local and state officials.

and Canyon's designation as a national
raking '‘'aggressive action'' to safeguard
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Iranian Minister Visits Britain

scheduled to address the Royal Institute of International Affairs before
meeting

business leaders to bolster trade. Kharrazi yesterday shrugged off the
protests

by Iranian exiles, whe hurled eggs and paint at his limousine as he drove
to a

meeting with Prime Minister Tony Blair.

$2.78 Sought for Children's Health Programs

WASHINGTON {AP)

kids who are eligible for coverage.
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Mideast Talks Recess With No Accord

SHEPHERDSTOWN, W.Va. (&P)

Israeli and Syrian delegates have returned home for consultations with
their governments ahead of another round of land-for-peace negotiations. The
talks
recessed yesterday without agreement on new borders or any other majer
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Africa Seeks Affordable AIDS Drugs

UNITED NATIONS (AP)

African countries say wealthy nations should make HIV-fighting drugs

available and affordable to residents of the continent, which has been
hardest

hit by AIDS yet has virtually no access to treatments saving lives in the
industrialized world. Many African health ministers and ambassadors
attending a

meeting of the Security Council yesterday applauded a
the

United States to increase funding for
research.

new initiative by

RIDS prevention

Prices i

)
[
1o

&

Tokyo share
to
close at 18,850.92.

prices closed higher today. The Nikkei gained €57.51 points

Trail Blazers 107, Mavericks 94

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP}

Scottie Pippen had 17 peoints, including three 3-point baskets in the
decisive
nird guarter, £o lead the portland Blazers to a 107-94 win over the
Dallas Mavericks last night. Damon Stoudamire and Detlef Schrempf also
scored 17
peoints for Portland. Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 19 points
ia Battles To Retake Chechen Towns

SLEPTSOVSHAYE,

Russian forces

overrun by repel
been

made and tougher

Russia (AP}

battled today to retake two key Chechen towns partially
fighters, while a top general admitted that mistakes had

tactics will be used. The Russian military has been

forced on
the defensive in Chechnya with rebel fighters launching counterattacks and
driving back federal troops in some areas. The rebel offensive caught the
Russians by surprise, embarrassing senior commanders who had been
predicting

imminent victory. Russian artillery today hit the towns of Shali and
Argun,
which were partly taken by Chechen rebels during the weekend, the
Interfax news
age: said.
ropes Said Removed Before Bonfire Collapse
COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP)

Stabilizing ropes were removed hours before a stack of bonfire logs

collapsed

at Texas A&M University in a deadly accident last fall, accoerding to a new
report. Four of eight ropes used to stabilize the center pole within in
the

60-foor stack were cut free from the pole two to three hours before the
collapse

that killed 12 students, according to the report by Rogers Engineering
Services
which

release
before
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Close to f£inally achieving its goal of joining the World Trade
Organization,
China is engaged in a vigorous debate here over how to cope with the
competiticon
and conditions the trade rules-making body will bring. Top trade
officials say
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they plan an overhaul of foreign trade and investment rules to bring
China’s
hodgepodge laws in line with WIO requirements. At the same time, they have
warned that the changes will be gradual to allow the count
long-protected
industries to cope with outside
Guangsheng ncted
that many laws enacted in the 1970s and §0s as China began its transition
from a
n

wed To a market economy are in conflict with internaticnal law.

Taiwan Denies Trying To Hire US Nuke Scientist

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP)

U.S. nuclear weapons scientist Wen Ho Lee lectured at a Taiwanese

military

institute two years ago but never worked as a consultant for the research
center, officials said today. Lee, accused of copying U.S5. classified
nuclear

data, gave academic lectures about routine subjects unrelated to nuclear
secrets, military spokesman Kung Fan-ding told reporters. Kung denied a
Washington Post report last month that said the military hired the
Taiwan-born

Lee as a consultant at its Chungshan Institute of Science and Technology,
where

the scientist spoke in March and December 1998.

National Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP)

On the 92nd anniversary of the Grand Canyon's designation as a national
monument, President Clinton is taking '’'aggressive action'‘' to safeguard
some of
the nation's most picturesque open spaces. After a helicopter tour of the
canyon
and a hike along Tuweep Valley, Clinton, with the most salient symbol of
the
american West's majesty as a backdrop, was declaring three new naticnal
monuments and expanding another.

Iran‘s foreign minister has faced egg-hurling protesters in London and
sharp
criticism in Tehran over his two-day trip. Today, Kamal Kharrazi, the
first

Iranian Cabinet official to visit Britain since the 1379 Islamic
revolution, was

scheduled to address the Royal Institute of International Affairs before
meeting

business leaders to bolster trade. Kharrazi yesterday shrugged off the
protests

by Iranian exiles, who hurled eggs and paint at his limousine as he drove
to a

meeting with Prime Minister Tony Blair.

$2 .78 Scught for Children‘'s Health Programs

{AP}

billion adm straticn plan

health coverage, a problem that has
presidential race. President

asking Congress for the money today to fund the five-vyear effort to boost
enrollment in federal health programs for children by making it easier to

sign
up kids who are eligible for coverage.

Tokyo Share Prices Climb

TOKYO {(AP)

Tokyo share prices closed higher today. The Nikkel gained 657.51 points



http:18.850.92

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP}

Scottie Pippen had 17 points, including three 3-point baskets in the
decisive
third quarter, to lead the Portland Trail Blazers to a 107-94 win over the
Dallas Mavericks last night. Damon Stoudamire and Detlef Schrempf also
scored 17
points for Portland. Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 19 points.

SKorea Leader Seeks No Gun Ri Probe

SEQUL, Scuth Korea (AP}

President Kim Dae-jung today urged

an alleged mass ki

In & mesting, Kim told Army Secretary Louis Caldera that

cutcome of the investigation of what happened at No Gun Ri village in
July 1850

would affect ties between South Korea and the United States, chief
presidential

spokesman Park June-young said. ''The No Gun Ri incident is a sensitive
issue,

but all truth should be clearly brought out so that South Korea-U.S.
relations

should not be damaged and will instead be enhanced,’’ Park guoted Kim as
saying.

Gang Violence Rocks East Timor City

BAUCAU, East Timor (AP}

Gang warfare has broken out in East Timor's second-largest city, posing
a

challenge to U.N. authority, officials said today. For twe weeks, gangs of
youths have fought pitched battles for control of the streets in Baucau,

70

miles west of the capital, Dili, said Sergey Lashin, chief of the U.N.
police

force in East Timor. Several people have been injured, Lashin said. He
said one

of the gangs had links to the pro-Indcnesia movement. Indonesia invaded
East

Timor, a former Portuguese colony, in 1975 and ruled it for 24 years.

russia Battles To Retake Chechen Towns

SLEPTSOVSKAYA, Russia (AF)

RrRussian forces
overrun by rebel
been
made and tougher
forced on
the def i i s ith rebel ghters launching countexattacks and
i in some areas. The rebel offensive caught the
ssing senior commanders who had been

predictin
imminent victory. Russian artillery today hit the towns of Shali and
Argun,

which were partly taken by Chechen rebels during the weekend, the
Interfax news
agency said.

Ropes Said Removed Before Bonfire Collapse
COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP}
Stabilizing ropes were removed hours pefore a stack of bonfire logs

collapsed
at Texas

pole twoe to three hours before the

I

he report by Rogers Engingering
esterday. The report, which relied in part on photographs taken

he collapse, also said the logs in the first tier appeared to be leaning

as
rhey were stacked next to the center pole.



China Bracing for Membership in WTO

rules-making

overhaul of foreign trade and investment rules to bring

hodgepodge laws in line with WTO requirements. At the same time, they have
warned that the changes will be gradual to allow the country's
long-protected

industries to cope with outside competition.

Taiwan Denies Trying To Hire US Nuke Scientist

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP)

lectured at a Taiwanese
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National Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP)

On the $2nd anniversary of the Grand Canyon's designation as a national
monument, President Clinton is taking ‘‘aggressive action’' to safeguard
some Of
the nation’s most picturesgue open spaces. After a helicopter tour of the
canyon
and a F
the
American West's majesty as a backdrop, was declaring three new national
monuments and expanding anothe

ce along Tuweep Valley, Clinton, with the most salient symbol of

Y.

Tokyo Share Prices Climb

TOKYO (AP}

Tokyo share prices closed higher today. The Nikkei gained 657.51 points
to
close at 18,850.92.

Islanders 2, Coyotes 2, Tie

UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP)

scored early in the rthird pericd las

et

to a 2-2 tie with the Phoenix Covotes. Sean Burke started

his
second straight game in goal for Phoenix after missing 16 contests with a

torn
thumb 1

igament. He stopped two point-blank attempts with 4:30 left in
n

to preserve the draw.

Ruling Keeps Cuban Boy in U.S.

MIAMI (AP)

It doesn't appear as if Elian Gonzalez will be leaving the United

States any

time scon. A Florida judge ruled yesterday that the &-year-cld boy can
stay at

least until a March & custody hearing. The Immigration and Naturalization
Agency

also sai
earlier

setting a Friday

im back to Cuba, after

intention of rrying to send

The INS has no plans to do any enforcement
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< 1
Elian,'' INS spokesman Mike Gilhooly said. ''We have no plans to change

custedy arrangement of him being with his Miami family.'!®

Serb General To Be Charged With Genocide

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP)

A Bosnian Serb commander and his political ally., accused of
masterminding one
of the bloodiest ethnic cleansing campaigns of the Bosnian war, pleaded
innocent
av a U.N. tribunal today to charg

Rumanity.

. They have fail
the COourt was

Dozens Killed in Indonesian Clashes

AMBON, Indonesia (AP}

Christians and Muslime have clashed wviolently in eastern Indonesia,
while
separatists in the nation’s southwest fought with soldiers, witnesses and
the
military said today. Dozens of people were killed in the battles.
Viglence broke

wrday on

agency .

SKorea Leader Seeks No Gun Ri Probe

SEQUL, South Korea (AP}

President Kim Dae-jung today urged the head of the U.S. Army to conduct
a
thorough inguiry of an alleged mass killing of refugees by American
scldiers in
the Korean War. In a meeting, Kim told Army Secretary Louis Caldera that

what happened

Horea and the

'*The No Gun Ri incident is a sensitive

but all cruth should be clearly brought out so that South Korea-u.S,
relations

should not be damaged and will instead be enhanced, '’ Park guoted Kim as
saying.

Russia Battles To Retake Chechen Towns

SLEPTSOVSKAYA, Russia (AP)

Russian forces battled today to retake two key Chechen towns partially
overrun by rebel fighters, while a top general admitted that mistakes had
been
made and tougher tactics will be used. The Russian military has been

towns of Shali and

taken by Chechen rebels during the weekend, the

China Bracing for Membership in WTO

BEIJING (AP}
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Close to finally achieving its goal of joining the World Trade
Organization,
China is engaged in a vigorous debate here over how to cope with the
competition
and conditions the trade rules-making body will bring. Top trade
officials say
they plan an overhaul of foreign trade and investment rules to bring
China's
hodgepodge laws
warned that the
long-protected

he same

WTO requirement T
country

be gradual to a

ime, they have
‘s

with outside competition.

National Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (APR)

On the $2nd anniversary of the Grand Canyen's designation as a national

monument, President Clinton is taking °®'aggressive action'' to safeguard
some of

the nation's most picturesque open spaces. After a helicopter tour of the
canyon

and a hike along Tuweep Valley, Clinton, with the most salient symbol of
the

American West's majesty as a backdrop, was declaring three new national
monuments and expanding another.

Tokyo share prices closed higher today. The Nikkel gained £57.51 points
to
close at 18.850.92,

Islanders 2, Coyotes 2, Tie
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP}
Bill Muckalt scored early in the third period last night to rally the
Hew
York Islanders to a 2-2 tie with the Phoenix Coyotes. Sean Burke started

goal for Phoenix

Ruling Keeps Cuban Boy in U.S.

MIAMI (AP)

The Cuban boy at the center of an international tug-of-war was yanked in

another direction yesterday as & Florida judge ruled that the boy can
stay in

the United States until March. The Immigration and Naturalization Service
said

that Elian Gonzalez had to return to Cuba by Friday a decision supported
by

President Clinton but now the INS says it has no intention of trying to
send him

back by that date. The child's relatives in Flovida want £o kXeep the boy

tepfather drowned trying to flee Cuba.

Bonfire Collapse Tied to Loose Logs

COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP)

Stabilizing ropes were removed hours before a stack of bonfire logs

collapsed

at Texas A&M University in a deadly accident last fall, according to a new
report. Four of eight ropes used to stabilize the center pole within in
the

50-foot stack were cut free frowm the pole two to three hours before the
collapse
that ki

l=d 12 students, acceording to the report
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Naticnal Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP}

President Clinton is expected today to designate three new national

monuments, including one nearby that local officials are furious over.
Arizona

Gov. Jane Hull and seven GOP lawmakers have written the White House
appealing

against plans for the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, saying
there

hasn't been enocugh public input. The monument would take in 1,500 acres of
cliffs and desert scrub north of the existing national park. Monument
designation would place strict limits on mining, development and use of
off-road

vehicles. Clinton is also expected O name two Other monuments, in
Arizona and

Califor

U.N. investigators opened Lwo mass graves today, expecting to find the
remains of 18 East Timorese who were tortured and executed by
Indonesian-allied
militiamen. But only eight bodies, all badly decomposed, were recovered
pefore
heavy rain halted work temporarily, officials said. The victims were most
likely
killed in two massacres about four months before the proviace voted in a
U.N.-sponsored referendum to break away from Indonesia.

viclently in eastern Indonesia,

fought with soldiers, witnesses and

the

military said today. Dozens of people were killed in the battles.
Vieolence broke

out Saturday on Seram Island, 1,600 miles east of Jakarta, and continued
through

the weekend. At least two dozen people were killed, scores were injured
and

hundreds of houses were burned, said Sgt. Andi Ismail in the island's
main town,

Masohi. Maluku provincial Vice Gov. Paula Renyaan said more than 1,000
pecple

were missing after fleeing their homes, according to Antara news agency.

No Gun Ri Probe

.8, Army to conduct
a
thorough 1
soldiers in
the Korean War. In a meeting, Kim told Army Secretary Louis Caldera that
the

cutcome of the investigation of what happened at No Gun Ri wvillage in
July 1950

would affect ties between South Korea and the United States, chief
presidential

spokesman Park June-young said. ’''The No Gun Ri incident is a sensitive
issue,

bur all truth should be clearly brought out so that South Korea-u.S.
relations

should not be damaged and will instead be enhanced, '! Park guoted Kim as
saying.

in

uiry of an alleged mass killing of refugees by American

e

Tokyo Share Prices Climp

Japanese share prices closed higher today, led by technclogy issues and
boosted by an overnight record closing on Wall Street. The Nikkei gained
£37.51
points to cleose at 18,850.92 points.



Spurs 93, Jazz 86

SAN ANTONIC (AP)

Spurs star Tim Duncan scored a career-high 46 points te lead San
Antonio to a
93-85 victory over the Utah Jazz, and back into first place in the NBA'S
Midwest
Divied

.

Dus ed down 14

can, who alse pul

and 14-0f-16 at the free throw line as he

Ruling Xeeps Cuban Boy in U.S.

MIBMI (AP}

The Cuban boy at the center of an international tug-of-war was yanked in

another direction yesterday as a Florida judge ruled that the boy can

stay in

the United States until March. The Immigration and Naturalization Service
said

that Elian Gonzalez had to return to Cuba by Friday a decision supported
by

President Clinton but now the INS says it has no intenrtion of trying to
send him

back. The child's relative

in Florida want to keep the boy in the United
States, saying they can pr

lori
vide a petter life for him. Elian was found

o ow

Price of Stamps May Rise Soon

WASHINGTON (AP}

The Postal Service today began the process that could lead to a higher

price

for stamps as early as next year. Under the proposal, a first-class stamp
would

go up a penny to 34 cents and the cost of each additional ocunce of first
class

would rise from 22 cents to 23 cents. One Postal Service official said
the hike

is needed to maintain service and upgrade technology.

Awards Grew in 1339

A law publication says juries became more genercus in 1999, giving

nearly $9

billicn in the 10 biggest awards to individuals and families, nearly
three times

as much as in 1998. Lawyers Weekly USA said the total was $750 million in
1997,

The biggest award last year was the $4.9 billion given to six people in
Los

Angeles burned when their Chevy Malibu was rear-ended and burst intc
flames. A

spokesman for the Attorney Trial Lawyers Association says juries are
sending

corporations a message about negligence.

linton is expected today to designate three new national
including one nearby that local officials are furious over.

presid
monument
Arizona
Gov. Jane Hull and seven GOP lawmakers have written the White House
appealing

against plans for the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, saying
there

hasn’t been enough public input. The monument would take in 1,500 acres of
cliffs and desert scrub north of the existing naticnal park. Monument
designation would place strict limits on mining, development and use of
off-road

vehicles, Clinton is also expected to name two other monuments, in
Arizona and

California.

to Loose Logs




COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP)

Stabilizing ropes were removed hours before a stack of bonfire logs

collapsed

at Texas A&M University in a deadly accident last fall, according to a new
report. Four of eight ropes used to stabilize the center pole within in
The

50-foot stack were cut free from the pole two to three hours before the
collapse

that killed 12 students, according to the report by Rogers Engineering
Services.

The report does not cite the reason the ropes were cut.

U.N. st
remains of 1B
Indenesian-~-al
militiamen. Bu
efore
nheavy rain halted work temporarily, officials said. The victims were most
3
x

badly decomposed, were recovered

only eight bodies, all

likely
illed in two massacres about four months before the province voted in a
U.N.-sponsored referendum to break away from Indonesia.

Teen Indicted for Columbine Threat

DENVER (AP)

en-ager accused of

A federal grand jury vesterday indicted a Florida e
gh School for twe

sending a computer threat that shut down Columbine
days and
a Texas man who made unre
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in September. Michael Ian

ion over interstatg

commea -
Campbell was accused of sending a message to Columbine sophomore Erin J.
walton,
saying he was going to ‘’finish what begun.'' Arthur Leon Thomas, 18, of
Houston, was indicted on three counts of sending threatening letters to
Columbine.

Tokyo Share Prices Climb

TOKYO (AP}

Japanese share prices closed higher today. led by technology issues and
boosted by an overnight record closing on Wall Streer. The Nikkel gained
£57.51
points to close at 18,850.92 points.

Spurs star Tim Duncan scored a career-high 46 points to lead San

Antonio to a

93-86 victory over the Utah Jazz, and back into first place in the NBa's
Midwest

Division. Duncan, who also pulled down 14 rebounds, was 16-0f-28 from the
floor

and 14-0f-16 at the free throw line as he topped his previous career-high
of 42

points.

Ruling Keeps Cuban Boy in U.S.

week ruled that Elian Gonzal was to be
spokesman says the agency has ''no

do any enforcement action on Elian,'' and that it will not change the
custody

arrangement of Elian being with his Miami family. The child's relatives
want Lo

keep the boy in the United States, saying they can provide a better life



for
him. Elian was found c¢linging to an inner tube off Florida‘'s coast on
Thanksgiving Day. His mother and stepfather drowned trying to flee Cuba.

Price of Stamps May Rise

The Postal Service today began the process that could lead to a higher
c

T Stamps as €arly as next year. Under the proposal, a first-class stamp
oul )

go up & penny L0 34 cents and the cost of each additional ounce of first

would rise from 22 cents to 23 cents. One Postal Service official said
the hike

is needed £o maintain service and upgrade technology. Last month, postal
officials reported a profit of $363 million, and said rates would not be
raised

this year.

Jury awards Grew in 1389

BOSTON (AP}

icn in

he biggest award last year was the 54.9 billion given te six people in
Los

Angeles burned when their Chevy Malibu was rear-ended and burst into
flames. A

spokesman for the Attorney Trial Lawyvers Association says juries are
sending

corporations a message about negligence.

National Monuments To Be Declared

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP}

president Clinteon is expected today to designate three new national
monuments, including one nearby that local officials are furious over.
Arizona

Gov. Jane Hull and seven GOP lawmakers have written the white House

appealing

against plans for the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, saying
there

hasn‘t been enough public input. The monument would take in 1,500 acres cof
cliffs ert scrub north of the existing national park. Clinton is
also

expected to name two other monuments, in Arizona and California.

Bonfire Collapse Tied to Loose Logs

COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP}

tabilizing ropes were removed hours before a stack of bonfire logs
collapsed
at Texas A&M University in a deadly accident last fall, according te a new
report. Four of eight ropes used to stabilize the center pcole within in
the
&0-foor stack were cut free from the pole two to three hours before the
collapse
that killed 12
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eport by Rogers Engineering

Iopes were cut,

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. (AP)

A man suspected of killing his boss and a co-worker after losing his

job is

being sought today by authorities who fear he may have his 10-year-old
daughter

with him. Mario Betancourt, 43, allegedly opened fire with a handgun at
the

Padding Store, from where he was fired last week for suspicion of
stealing. Shop

owner Richard Mashler and emplovee Henneth Conklin were killed. Police say
Betancourt has a violent criminal past.



A new study indicates that circumcising newborns cffers practically no
medical benefit but causes virtually no harm. Researchers found that
infants who
undergo the procedure have only a 1-in-476 chance of complications.
Circumcision
is thought to prevent urinary tract infections and penile cancer. But the
researchers found that for every complication from circumcision, only six urinary tract infections are prevented.

Dow Down £.85

NEW YORK (AP}

Financial analysts expect markets to weather a bic

today

after the Dow industrials set a second straight record

19 a.m.

EST, the Dow was down 8.85 to 11,583.35. Declining issues on the New York

€
Exchange led advancers 1,050-624. The Nasdag was down 29.57 to 4,020.10.

Sele Spurns Oricles For Mariners
SEATTLE (AP}
Right-hander Aaron Sele, who reportedly agreed to a $29 million,

four-year
deal with Balt

ore, instead signed a $15 million, two-year contract with

the

Seattle Mariners last night after the Oricles sought changes in the pact
Baltimore was reportedly concerned with Sele's health, although Seles
missed only

one start in two Seasons with Texas, He was 18-9% last

Rangers.

Court Shields States in Age Lawsuits

The Supreme Court is taking away more of the federal government's power

over

the states, voting S-4 today to shield states against federal lawsuits by
employees who say they are victims of age bias. The court, citing cases
from

Florida and Alabama, says Congress went too far when it allowed federal
lawsuits

against the states under a 19267 age discrimination law. The law cannot
trump

states' 11ith Amendment immunity against being sued in federal courts,
Justice

Sandra Day 0'Connor wrote.

Russians Prcobe Shooting at Embassy

Military prosecutors in Moscow launched a criminal probe teday into how

a
Russian soldier sneaked into the U.S. Embassy compound before being shot
and

wounded by a Marine guard. The soldier, 19-year-old Yevgeny Ivanov, broke
into

the compound last night and tried to take a car, which he then crashed,
Russian

officials said. A U.S. Marire guard was involved in the shooting, an
embassy

spokeswoman said. Hospital officials said Ivanov suffered five bullet
wounds and
is in stable condition.

on and Naturalization Service said today it has no plans to
fprce the immediate return of é-year-old Elian Gonzalez to Cuba in the
wake of a
state judge’s decision to grant emergency custody of the child te his
great-uncle in Miami. INS officials had last week ordered Elian who was

The Immigrati
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found

clinging to an inner tube off the coast of Florida on Thanksgiving Day to
be

returned to his father in Cuba, giving a target date of Friday, Jan. 14.
That

ruling was endorsed by President Clinton and Attorney General Janet Reno.
,
A

Miami judge last night ruled that Elian can stay with his U.S. relatives
until

March & so the court can hear arguments from Lazaro Gonzales, his
great-uncle

who 1is seeking temporary custody.

The Postal Service today began the process that could lead to a higher
price
for stamps as early as next year. Under the proposal, a first-class stamp
would
go up a penny Lo 34 cents and the cost of each additional ounce of first
class would rise from 22 cents to 23 cents. One Postal Service official said
the hike is needed to maintain service and upgrade technology. Last month, postal
officials reported a profit of $363 million, and said rates would not be
raised
this year.

More illegal immigrants traveling from China in cargo containers were

found

today on a newly arrived ship, a day after three dead immigrants and 15
ailing

survivors were found on another ship. Nineteen men were found in a
soft-top

container aboard the Yokohama a few hours afrer the ship arrived at
Terminal 46

from Hong Kong, said Irene Mortensen, an Immigration and Naturalization
Service

spokeswoman. '‘They all appear to be in pretty good health,'' Mortensen
said.

''They were lucky.'' On Monday, the bodies of an elderly woman and two
men were

found with 15 malnourished and dehydraved survivors in a cargo container
aboard
another ship, the Cape May. that

ts

FDA Expands Smoked Seafood Recall

WASHINGTON (AP}

In a major expansion of an earlier recall, thousands of pounds of smoked

seafood products are being recalled because the fish may be contaminated
with

bacteria that can cause life-threatening infections. Royal Baltic of
Brooklyn,

N.Y., last month recalled several batches of smocked fish products sold in
four

states. The Food and Drug Administration expanded the recall to encompass
what

the FDA said was potentially thousands of pounds of Royal Baltic products
sold

nationwide. The fish may be contaminated with listeria, a type of food
poisoning.

Dow Up 46.22

Just before 11 a.m. EST, the Dow was up 46.22 to 11,618.42. Declining
issues
on the New York Stock Exchange led advancers 1,595-973. The Nasdag was
down
13.99 to 4,035.68.

Nilsson Talking to Japanese Team
MILWAUKEE {(AP)
Free agent Dave Nilsson, a power-hitting catcher expected to attract

much
attention this offseason, may end up playing in Japan. Nilsson hit 309
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is negotiating

Judge Upholds Students' Expulsions

DECATUR, I11. (&P}

a federal judge today upheld the expulsion of six students for fighting

at a
football game, 1
chool districu:
naticnal attenti

between MacArthur and Eise
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Court Shields States in Age Lawsuits

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Supreme Court is taking away more of the federal government's power

over

the states, voting 5-4 today to shield states against federal lawsuits by
employees who say they are victims of age bias. The court, citing cases
from

Florida and Alabama, says Congress went too far when it allowed federal
lawsuits

against the states under a 19567 age discrim
Trump

states' lith Amendment immunity against being sued
Justice

Sandra Day 0'Connor wrote.

ation

Russians Probe Shooting at Embassy

MOSCOW (AP

Military prosecutors in Moscow launched a criminal probe today into how
a
Russian scldier sneaked into the U.S. Embassy compound before being shot
and
wounded by a Marine guard. The soldier, 19-year-old Yevgeny Ivanov, broke
into
the compound last night and tried to take a car, which he then crashed,
Russian
officials said. A U.S. Marine guard was invelved

vanov

Ruling Keeps Cuban Boy in U.S5.

The Immigration and Naturalization Service said today it has no plans to

force the immediate return of 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez to Cuba in the
wake of a

state judge's decision to grant emergency custody of the child to his
great-uncle in Miami. INS officials had last week ordered Elian who was
found

clinging to an inner tube off the coast of Florida on Thanksgiving Day to
be

returned to his father in Cuba, giving a target date of Friday, Jan. 14,
That

ruling was endorsed by President Clinton and Attorngy General Janet Reno.

judge last night ruled that Elian can stay with his U.S. relatives
the court can hear arguments from Lazarc Gonzales, his

seeking temporary custody.

Price of Stamps May Rise
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WASHINGTON (AP)

The Postal Service today began the process that could lead to a higher
price
for stamps as early as next year. Under the proposal, a first-class stamp
would
go up & penny to 34 cents and the cost of each additional ounce of first
class

official said

menth, postal
would not be

Illegal Immigrants Found on Ship

SEATTLE (AP)

More illegal immigrants traveling from China in cargo containers were

found

today on a newly arrived ship, a day after three dead immigrants and 15
ailing

survivers were found on another ship. Nineteen men were found in a
soft-top

container aboard the Yokohama a few hours after the ship arrived at
Terminal 46

from Hong

her ship, the Cape May. that alsc had arrived from Hong Kong.

FDA Expands Smoked Seafood Recall

WASHINGTON (AP)

In a major expansion of an earlier recall, thousands of pounds of smoked
seafood products are being recalled because the fish may be contaminated
with
bacteria that can cause life-threatening infections. Royal Baltic of

Brooklyn,
N.Y¥., last month recalled several batches of smoked fish products sold in
four

states. The Food and Drug Administration expanded the recall to encompass

Dow Up 46.22

NEW YORK (AP)

Just before 11 a.m. EST, the Dow was up 46.22 to 11,618.42. Declining
issues
on the New York Stock Exchange led advancers 1,595-973. The Nasdag was
down
13.9%9 to 4,035.68.

ing to Japanese

MILWAUK

Free agent Dave Nilsson, a power-hitting catcher expected LG aUtract
much

attention this offseason, may end up playing in Japan. Nilsson
with 21

homers last season for Milwaukee, but teams are apparently worried that
the

lefty hitter will retire to play for his native Australia in the 2000
Clympic

Games in Sydney. Active major leaguers cannot participate in the
Olympics. A

spokesman for the Chunichi Dragons says the Japanese team is negotiating
with

Nilsson's agent.

Judge Upholds Students’ Expulsions
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A federal judge teday upheld the expulsicn of six students for fighting
at a
football game, ruling they did not prove their rights were viclated by the
schopl district's '‘zerc tolerance'' anti-violence policy. The ruling

came as a

blow to the Rev, Jesse Jackson, whose Rainbow/PUSH Coalition filed the
lawsuit

on the students’ behalf and led protests in Decatur against the district's
policy. The teens were expelled for a maximum of two years after the
Sept. 17

brawl, which cleared the visitor's bleachers but caused no serious
injuries. The

expulsions mushroomed into a national issue when Jackson got involved,
prompting

debate on the fairness of schools' zero tolerance policies.
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and Alabama, says Congress went too far when it allowed federal
lawsuits

against the states under a 1967 age discrimination law. The law cannot
trump

states' 1lth Emendment immunity against being sued in federal courts
Justice

Sandra Day ©'Connor wrote.

Russian Space Mcdule Launch Delayed

MOSCOW (AP}

possible until at least August, a spokesman for the company which built
the
module said. The launch of the module, called Zvezda (Star), had already
been

delayed 18 months, causing major delays for the whole project. Sixteen
countries, including the United States, are participating in the $60
billion

station.

Price of Stamps May Rise

WASHINGTON ({AP)

The Postal Service
one-cent hike in the

month, postal cfficials reported a profit of $363 million, and said rates
would

not be raised this year. The profit, though, was the lowest in five
vears, and

the agency is facing rising fuel and wage costs.

Gary Glitter Is Freed From Prison

HORFIELD, England (AF)

whose real
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course of 25 years.

French Truck Co. Owners Protest Law

PARIS (AP)

French truck company owners brought road freight to a standstill for a
second
day today to protest a law shortening the work week. Barricades slowe:
traffic
on borders with Italy, Belgium
ris

Spain
protesting a 30 percent 1 diesel

-

i

and Germany. The truck owners are
prices over the last year, but

concern is the government's program to reduce the work week from 3% hours

ci

They say the law, aimed at reducin
ive than their Buropean counterparts.

truckers far less competi

Russian Ruble Hits New Low

MOSCOW  {AP)

The Russian ruble hit a new low today because of a low supply of

dollars and

high demand for hard currency, traders said. At one point the ruble
dipped to 29

to the dollar, but regained ground to close at 28.5, a fall of 2.8
percent.

Central Bank Chairman
technical

drop and that the bank would not intervene heavi
the

n

Gerashchenko in

NEW YORK (AP}

Just before noon EST, the Dow was up 43.51 to 11,615.71. Declining
issues on
the New York Stock Exchange led advancers 1,6%0-1,080. The Nasdag was
down 1.98
to 4,047.69.

vikings Raise Ticket Prices Again

The Minnesota

with increases from 17.5 percent

he top-priced vickets. Ticket prices for two preseason and eight
season games will be from $23.50 to $65.50 per game. This season, prices

ranged
from $20 to $60. The NFL average ticket price this season was $45.63.

Judge Upholds Students'’ Expulsions

DECATUR, Ill. (&P)
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which cleared the visitor's bleachers but caused no serious
injuries.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home
MIAMI (AP}
The Immigration and Maturalization Service said today it has no plans to

force the immediate return of Elian Gonzalez to Cuba in the wake of a
state
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judge's deci
great-uncle
Cuba
should have custedy, and gave a t
return. The
judge, who said the boy's Mi
r bl

emergen
INS las

custody
hearing date for March 6. Elian returned to schocl today.

First Lady To Announce Run in Feb.
ROCHESTER, HN.Y. {AP)
Hillary Rodham Clinton, who confirmed in November that she intends to

run for
the New York Senate, said today she will formally announce her candidacy

early
next month. She said today that she wants President Clinton and her
daughter

Chelsea on hand for the announcement. Mrs. Clinton is expected to face
Hew York
City

Daniel

a race for the seat being vacated by Sen.

"
o
e

GOF Accused of Closing Poll Booths

GREENVILLE, $.C. {(AP)

The Justice Department has been asked to investigate the Republican

Party's

plan not to open polling places in some precincts for its presidential
primary,

a move that the GOP maintains is not aimed at hindering black voters'
access to

the polls. The Republicans said last week they would use paper ballots and

consolidate some polling places for the party's Feb. 19 presidential
primary

WASHINGTON (AP

The Supreme Court is taking away more of the federal government's power

over

the states, voting 5-4 today to shield states against federal lawsuits by
employees who say they are victims of age bias. The court, citing cases
from

Florida and Alabama, says Congress went teoo far when it allowed federal
lawsuits

against the states under a 1967 age discrimination law. The law cannot
Crump

states’' 1ith Amendment immunity against being sued in federal courts
Justice

Sandra Day ('Conner wrote.

The Postal Servige began today the lengthy process that could lead to a

one-cent hike in the price of a first-class stamp early next year. Under
the

proposal, a first-class stamp would go up a penny to 34 cents, and the
cost of

each additional cunce of first class would rise from 22 cents to 23
cents. Last

month, postal officials reported a profit of $363 millieon, and said rates
would

not be raised this year. The profit, though, was the lowest in five
years, and

the agency is

ing fuel and wage costs.




foundation and travel in Europe now that he is retired, nhis spokesman
said in an

interview published today. Yeltsin, 69, resigned unexpectedly on Dec. 31,
saying

it was time for Russia teo have younger leaders. He appointed Prime
Minister

Vliadimir Putin as acting president.

Dow Up 35

on the New York Stock Exchange led advancers 1,815-1,111. 'The Nasdag was

Trachsel Seeking Rockies Contract

DENVER {AP)

Steve Trachsel, who said last summer that he would never consider

playing for

Colorade, has contacted Rockies general wanager Dan O'Dowd about signing a
contract. Trachsel is coming off an 8-18 season with the Chicago Cubs and
hasn't

gathered much interest. The 2%-year-old right-hander has a 60-69 career
record

with & 4.35 ERA.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson says his Rainbow-PUSH Coalition will appeal a

Jjudge's

ruling today that upholds the expulsions of six high scheool students for
a fight

at a football game. Jackson called the ruling '‘harsh, '' and says it
disregards

the teen-agers' furture. The federal judge said the students did not prove
their

rights were violated by the school district's ’'zero tolerance’’
anti-violence

policy. The teens were expelled for a maximum of two years after the
Sept. 17

brawl, which cleared the visitor's bleachers but caused no serious
injuries.

Supreme Court justices expressed doubts today about whether Congress

had the

authority to enact a law allowing rape victims to sue their attackers in
federal

court. Julie Goldscheid, representing a former Virginia Tech student who
wants

to sue two football players she says raped her, argued that the law is
needed to

combat gender-based violence. Such violence reduces national productivity
and

restricts women‘'s choices in jobs and travel, Goldscheid said. The lawyer

representing the football players said the law encroaches on traditional
state

powers and does not come under Congress' authority to regulate interstate

commerce .

it has no plans to
state judge’s

great-uncle in

Miami.

The INS last week ruled that the boy's father in Cuba should have

custody, and

gave a target date of this Friday for his return. The INS5 is reviewing the
judge's ruling to see what effect it has on the agency's decision last
week to

return Elian to his father in Cuba, a spokesman said. The agency may
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release a
statement later today.

need

A mother of guadruplets was sentenced today to more than 130 years in

prison

for shaking the babies so hard they suffered broken skulls and brain
damage. The

babies' father was sentenced to five years. Elizabeth Whittle, 25, were
convicted in November on 13 ¢f 14 counts of child abuse. Babies Robert,
Damian

and Megan have mostly recovered from the injuries suffered in April 1998,
but

are prone to seizures. Baby Anthony is brain-damaged, deaf and blind.

u. voday, respending to
gi
Ti zone over northern
q,
U.S8. military said. The planes attacked an Iragi integrated air defense
system

after the Iragi forces opened fire with artillery from sites near Mosul
and

Bashigah, about 250 miles north of Baghdad, the Germany-based U.S.
European

Command said in a statement. U.S. and British planes have been patrolling
no-fly

zones over northern and southern Irag since the end of the 1991 Persian
Gulf wWar

to protect minority Kurds and Shiites from Iragi forces.

First Lady To Anncunce Run in Feb
ROCHESTER, N.Y {2P}
Hillary Rodham Clinten, who confirmed in November that she intends to
run for
the New York Senate, said today she will formally anncunce her candidacy
early
next month. She said today that she wants President Clinton and her
daughter

Chelsea on hand for the announcement. Mrs. Clinton is expected to face
New York

City Mayor Rudy Giuliani in a race for the seat bei
Daniel

Patrick Moynihan.

1g vacated by Sen.

Just before Z p.m. EST, the Dow was
issues
on the New York Stock Exchange led ad
down
51.32 to 3.998.35.

v

Jets Sold te Pharmaceutical Empire Heir

NEW YORK (AP}

The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the

Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 million. The

sale must

be approved by 24 of the NFL's 31 owners. Johnson's bid was chosen over
that of

Cablevision chairman Charles Deolan, who reportedly offered about $825
million.

Sources say the NFL prefers Johnson as an owner because Dolan owns NHL
and NBA

teams and the NFL has concerns about two-Sport league ownership.
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson says his Rainbow-PUSH Coalition will appeal a

judge's

ruling today that upholds the expulsions of six high school students for
a fight

at a football game. Jackson called the ruling ‘‘harsh, "' and says it
disregards

the teen-agers' future. The federal judge said the students did not prove
their

rights were violated by the school district’'s ''zero tolerance'!
anti-violence

policy. The teens were expelled for a maximum of two years after the
Sept. 17

brawl, which cleared the visitor's bleachers but caused no sericus
injuries.

Supreme Court justices expressed doubts today about whether Congress

had the

authority to enact a law allowing rape victims to sue their attackers in
federal

court. Julie Goldscheid, representing a former Virginia Tech student who
wants

to sue two football players she says raped her, argued that the law is
needed to

combat gender-based violence. Such violence reduces national productivity
and

restricts women's cheoices in jobs and travel, Goldscheid said. The lawyer
representing the football players said the law encroaches on traditional
state

powers and does not come under Congress' authority to regulate interstate
commerce.

Cuban Boy Home

The Immigration and Naturalization Service said today it has no plans to

forcibly return Elian Gonzalez to Cuba in the wake of a state judge's
decision

to grant emergency custody of the é-year-old boy to his great-uncle in
Miami.

The INS last week ruled that the boy’s father in Cuba should have

custody, and

gave a target date of this Friday for his return. The INS is reviewing the
judge’s ruling to see what effect it has on the agency's decision last
week to

return Elian to his father in Cuba, a spokesman said. The agency may

tement later today.

Mother of Abused Quads Sentenced

5

of guadruplets was sentenced today to more than 150 years in

ng the babies so hard they suffered broken skulls and brain
damage. The

babies' father was sentenced to five years. Elizabeth Whittle, 25, were
convicted in November on 13 of 14 counts of child abuse. Babies Robert,
Damian

and Megan have mostly recovered from the injuries suffered in April 1998,
but

are prone to seizures. Baby Anthony is brain-damaged, deaf and blind.

U.5. Fighter Planes Bomb Irag

ANKARA, Turksy (AP)

onding Lo

zone over ncerthern
Iraq, the

U.S. military said. The planes attacked an Iragl integrated air defense
system

after the Iraqi forces opened fire with artillery from sites near Mosul
and

Bashigah, about 250 miles north of Baghdad, the Germany-based U.S.
European

Command said in a statement. U.S. and British planes have been patrolling
no-fly

zones over northern and southern Irag since the end of the 1391 Persian
Gulf War

to protect minority Kurds and Shiites from Iragi forces.



First Lady To Announce Run in Feb.

ROCHESTER, H.Y. (AP}
#illary Redham Clinteon, who confirmed in Novemper that she intends to
run for

the New York Senate, said today she will formally announce her candidacy
early

next month. She said today that she wants President Clinton and her
daughter

Chelsea on hand for the announcement. Mrs. Clinton is expected to face
New York

City Mayor Rudy Giuliani in a race for the seat being vacated by Sen.
Daniel

Patrick Moynihan.

Dow Up 31

NEW YORK (AP}

Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Empire Heir

NEW YORK (AP}

The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the

Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $5635 million. The

sale must

be approved by 24 of the NFL's 31 owners. Johnson's bid was chosen over
that of

Cablevision chairman Charles Dolan, who reportedly offered about $625
million.
Sources say

and NBA

as an owner pecause Dolan owns NHL

reams and ti

Former Red Sox and White Sox catcher Carlton Fisk and slugging first
baseman
Tony Perez were elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame today. Fisk, who
caught the
most games in major league history (2,226) and hit a record 351 of 376
career
home runs while playing the position, received 397 votes among the record

ots cast by members of the Baseball Writers’ Association of America.

who played for Cincinnati, Montreal and Boston, received 385 votes.

3 New National Meonuments Namad

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP)

President Clinton today marked the 92nd anniversary of the Grand

Canyon's

designation as a national monument by safeguarding other picturesgue open
spaces. Clinton named as national monuments a jagged 1,500-sguare-mile
desert

area dotted with junipers known as the Grand Canyon-Parashant; Agua Fria,
71,000

acres encompassing two mesas filled with Indian ruins, petreglyphs and
other

prehistoric treasures north of Phoenix; and hundreds of rocks and small
islands

along the California coast.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson says his Rainbow-PUSH Ceoalition will appeal a
judge’s
ruling today that upholds the expulsions of six high school students for
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called the ruling *’harsh,’’ and says it

Jackson

isregards
the teen-agers' future. The federal judge said the students did not prove
their

rights were viclated by the school district's ''zero tolerance'!
anti-violence

policy. The teens were expelled for a maximum of two years after the
Sept. 17
brawl, which cleared the visitors' bleachers but caused no serious
injuries.
Rape Victims®' Right To Sue Studied

{aP}

WASHINGTON

representing a former Virginia Tech student who
argued that the law is

to sue two football players she says raped her
needed to

combat gender-based violence. Such viclence reduces national productivity
and

restricts women's choices in jobs and travel, Goldscheid said.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

i Naturali
Gonzalez

Mother of Abused Quads Sentenced

PHOENIX (AP}
A mother of guadruplets was sentenced today to more than 150 years in
prison
for shaking the babies so hard they suffered broken skulls and brain
damage. The
babies' father was sentenced to five years. Elizabeth Whittle, 25, were
convicted in November on 13 of 14 counts of child abuse.

hant intended as a gift to

3-year-old elep

a

Veterinarians are tfreating
the
Japanese government after she collapsed during a four-day cross-country
on the back of a pickup truck. Jaya suffered injuries to her neck and was

journey
paralyzed on one side during the 660-mile trip across northern India. The

driver
transporting her to New Delhi for air shipment to Japan traveled for two

days
without letting her off the truck.

Supermarket Covering Up Cosmo

and

oo

in 31 states. The decision was hailed by Morality

about
800 convenience stores
Media, a New York organization that has been pressuring the nation's

in
supermarket
chains to remove or cover magazines with ''lurid sexual content'' from

checkout
aisles.
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Dow Up 41

NEW YORK (AFP)

Just before 3 p.m. EST, the Dow was up 41.357 to 11,613.77. Declining
igsues
on the New York Stock Exchange led advancers 1,9%29%-1,1%3. The Nasdag was
down
42.75 to 4,008.%2.

Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Empire Heir

NEW YORK (AP)

The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly §$635 million. The
sale must
be approved by 24 of the NFL's 31 owners. The finance committee
unanimously
chose Johnson's bid over a similar one from Cablevision chairman Charles
Dolan.

Figk, Perez Voted Into Hall of Fame

ite Sox catcher Carlton Fisk and slugging firsc
baseman

Tony Perez were €lected to the Baseball Hall of Fame today. Fisk, who
caught the

most games in major league history (2,226) and hit a record 351 of 37§
career

home runs while playing the position, received 397 votes among the record
499

ballots cast by members of the Baseball Writers' Association of America.
Perez,

who plaved for Cincinnati, Montreal and Boston, received 385 votes. He
hit 37%

homers.

Clinton Names National Monuments

GRAND CANYOR NATIONAL PARK,

canyon, then took a helicopter tour of the canyon and hiked along Tuweep
Valley.

Clinton named as naticnal monuments: a 1,500-square-mile desert area
dotted with

junipers known as the Grand Canyon-Parashant; Agua Fria, 71,000 acres
encempassing two mesas filled with Indian ruins, petroglyphs and other
prehistoric treasures north of Phoenix; and hundreds of rocks and small
islands

along the California coast.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

custody, but yesterday, a

judge ruled that the boy should stay with relatives in the U.S. pending a
custody hearing in March. The boy'’'s great uncle in South Florida is also
seeking

custody.

Judge Upholds Decatur Expulsions

judge says the six students in Decatur, Ill.. who were
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Coalition
would appeal the decision.

Post Office Asks 1-Cent Rate Hike

WASHINGTON (AP}

Postal rates may be going up, but if they do, it won't be until 2001.
The
Postal Service announced the new rates today 34 cents for letters and 21
cents
for post cards. The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate Commissi

w
b
0
5}

which will
hold hearings before ruling on the reguest. In addition to the
in the

pound, and the first half-pound of Express Mail would increase

$12.30.

Court Shields States in Age Lawsuits

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Supreme Court ruled today that state employees cannot go into

federal

court to sue over age discrimination. The court, by & 5-4 vote, said
Congress

exceeded its authority when allowing such lawsuits against the states
under 1974

amendments to the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1%67. Justice
Sandra

Day O'Connor wrote f the court that the fe

states' 1lth Amendment immunity against bein

deral ; may not overcurn the
g sued in federal courts.

Elephant Hurt on Trek to Japan

LUCKNOW, India (AP}

Veterinarians are treating a 3-year-old elephant intended as a gift to

the

Japanese government after she collapsed during a four-day cross-country
journey

on the back of a pickup truck. Jaya suffered injuries to her neck and was
paralyzed on one side during the 660-mile trip across northern India. The
1,055-pound elephant had been offered as a gift during a visit to Tokyo by
India's Defense Minister George Fernandes.

Stocks turned mostly lower today as rising bond yields drew investors

away

from stocks. Shares of Internet companies led the Nasdag composite index
Lo a

steep decline. Just before the 4 p.m. EST close, the Dow Jones industrial

average was down 38.78 at 11,533.42. The Nasdaq Composite Index was Off
130.07

at 3,%19.60.

Fisk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

3gl of

37
ameng the

ballots cast by 10-year members of the Baseball Writers' Association

2. Perez, a former World Series rival of Fisk and alsc a teammate,
ed 385 votes.

NY Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Heir

NEW YORK (AP)
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The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 million, pendin
league
approva The bid was unanimously a)
Committee. An
owners meetings is scheduled for next Tuesday in New York: 24 of the
NFL's 31

proved by the league's finance

owners must approve the sale. The eight-menber finance committee chose
Johnson's
-

oid ove

a similar one from Cablevision chairman Charles Dolan.

{CO:Johnson & Johnson; TS:JNJ; IG:DRG:)

Clinton Names National Monuments

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP

Antigui
the
Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, covers a million acres. The
others are

Agua Fria, 71,000 acres north of Phoenix; the Pinnacles south of San Jose,
Calif and hundreds of rocks and small islands that make up the
California

Coastal National Monument.

and Canyon. Cl1
cenic areas.

Pinochet Deemed Unfit for Trial

LONDON {AP)

In a move that may put an end to extradition efforrs, doctors ruled that

Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet was unfit to stand trial on human
rights

abuse charges, the government said. The Home Office said the unanimous
conclusion of a four-member medical team who examined Pinochet on Jan. S5
was

that he was '‘'at present unfit Lo stand trial, and that no change to that
position can be expected.'' The statement said Home Secretary Jack Straw

felc

that he should not extradite Pinochet to Spain until hearing arguments
from

parties to the case.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

MIAMI (AP)

The Immigration and Naturalization Service says it doesn't plan to try

to

force 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez to go back to Cuba. The INS had ruled
last week

that the boy's father in Cuba should have custedy, but yvesterday, &
feder

Juds

cus

seek

cus

Judge Upholds Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, Ill. {AP)

A federal judge says the six students in Decatur, Ill., who were
expelled for
fighting at a football game should stay expelled. The judge said the
students
did not prove that their rights were viclated. The ruling follows weeks of
protests led by the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who said his Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition

would appeal e decision.




post Office Asks 1-Cent Rate Hike

WASHINGTON ({(AF)

Postal rates may be going up, but if they do, it won't be until 2001.

The

Postal Service announced the new rates today 34 cents for letters and 21
cents

for post cards. The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate Commission,
which will

hold hearings before ruling on the reguest. In addition to the increase
in the

base rate for a first-class stamp, the charge for each additional ounce
would

rigse from 22 cents to 23 cents. Priority mail would rise from $3.20 to
$3.45 for
ne first pound, and the first half-pound of Express Mail would

Court Shields States in Age Lawsuits

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Supreme Court ruled today that state employees cannot go into

federal

court to sue over age discrimination. The court, by a 5-¢ vote, said
Congress

exceeded its authority when allowing such lawsuits against the states
under 1974

amendments to the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967. Justice
Sandra

Day O'Connor wrote for the court that the federal
states’' 1lth Amendment immunity against being sued

not overturn the
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Stocks finished lower today as rising bond yields distracted investors.
The
Dow Jones industrial average fell 61.12 to close at 11,511.08. On the
NYSE,
losers led gainers 2,09%1-1,028. Shares of Internet companies drove the
Nasdag
127.04 lower to 3,922.63.

Fisk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP)

Carltcon Fisk was elected to the Eall of Fame today on his second try,

voted in on his ninth appea

=

ance on the ballot. Fisk, who

league history {2,226} and hit a record 351 of 3
e playing the position, received 337 votes among th

499 ballots cast by 10-year members of the Baseball Writers' Asscciation
of

Zmerica. Perez, a former World Series rival of Fisk and also a teammate,
received 385 votes.

Sources: Cowbcys Fire Coach Gailey

IRVING, Texas (AP)

Chan Gailey was fired as coach of the Dallas Cowboys today, two days
after
the team was knocked out of the NFL playoffs in the first round, team
sources
said. CGailey led Dallas to an 18-14
the
Cowboys wer
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The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 million, pending
league
approval. The bid was unanimously approved by the league's finance
committee. An
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owners meetings is scheduled for next Tuesday in New York; 24 of the
NFL's 31

owners must approve the sale. The eight-member finance committee chose
Jchnson's

bid over a similar one from Cablevision chairman Charles Dclan.
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Clinton Names Natio;

Monuments

ty for all of us,'* he said at the Grand Canyon. Clinton used the

the

Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, covers a million acres. The
others are

Agua Fria, 71,000 acres north of Phoenix; the Pinnacles south of San Jose,
Calif.; and hundreds of rocks and small islands that make up the
California

Coastal National Monument.

Pinochet Deemed Unfit for Trial

T may put an
¥ Gen. August

Chilean dict
rights

abuse charges, the government said. The Home Office said the unanimous
conclusion of a four-member medical team who examined Pinochet on Jan. 5
was

that he was '‘at present unfit to stand trial, and that no change to that
position can be expected.'' The statement said Home Secretary Jack Straw
felc

that he should not extradite Pinochet to Spain until hearing arguments
from

parties to the case.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

father in Cuba should have custody, but

federal

judge ruled that the boy should stay with relatives in the U.S. pending a
custody hearing in March. The boy's great uncle in South Florida is also
seeking

custody.

Judge Upholds Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, Ill. (AF)

A federal judge says the six students in Decatur, Ill., who were

expelled for

fighting at a football game should stay expelled. The judge said the
students

did not prove that their ri
protests led by the Rev. Je
Coalition

would appeal the decision.

ghts were violated.
sse Jackson, who said

Post Office Asks 1-Cent Rate Hike

WASHINGTON (AP)

postal rates may be going up, but if they do, it won't be until 2001.

The

postal Service announced the new rates today 34 cents for letters and 21
cents

for post cards. The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate Commission,
which will

hold hearings before ruling on the request. In addition to the increase
in the

base rate for a first-class stamp, the charge for each additional ounce

rise from 22 cents Lo 23 cents. from §3.2
$3.45 for
the first pound, and the first would increase
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Court Shields States in Age Lawsuits

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Supreme Court ruled today that state employees cannot go into
federal
court to sue over age discrimination. The court, by a 5-4 vote, said
Congress
exceeded its authority when allowing such lawsuits against the states
under 1974
amendments to the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967. Justice

court that the federal law may not overturn the
v against being sued in federal courts.

Stocks finished lower today as rising bond yields distracted investors.

The

Dow Jeones industrial average fell 61.12 to close at 11,511.08. On the
NYSE,

losers led gainers 2,091-1,028. Shares of Internet companies drove the
Nasdag

127.04 lower to 3,922.63.

Fisk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP)

he most games major league history {2,228} and hit a record 351 of 376
reer home runs while plaving the position, received 397 votes among the
x

Aamerica. Perez, a former World Series rival of Fisk and also a teammate,
received 385 votes.

Sources: Cowboys Fire Coach Gailey

IRVING, Texas (AP)

Chan Gailey was fired as coach of the Dallas Cowboys today, twe days

round,

NY Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Heir

NEW YORK (AF)

The New York Jets wers sold today to Robert Weod Johnson IV, heir to the

Johnsen & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 million, pending
league

approval. The bid was unanimously approved by the league’s finance
committee. An

owners meetings is scheduled for next Tuesday in New York; 24 of the
NFL's 31

owners must approve the sale. The eight-member finance committee chose

Johnson's
pid over a similar cne from Cablevision chairman Charles Dolan.

Clinton Creates National Monuments

President Clinton gave national monument status today to lands near the
Grand

Ccanyon and three other areas. At the Grand Canyon, he said: ''This is an
act of

humility for all of us.'' Clinton used the Antiguities Act to protect the

federally cwned scenic areas. The largest, the Grand Canyon-Parashant
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National

Monument, covers a million acres. The others are Agua Fria, 71,000 acres
north

of Phoenix; the Pinnacles south of San Jose, Calif.; and hundreds of
sites that

make up the California Coastal National Monument.

The Clinton administration today undertock a campaign to censure China
4

U.MN. Human Rights Commission for what the administration views as a
steadily

deteriorating Chinese human rights record. State Department spokesman
James P.

rRubin said in addition to intensifying a crackdown on political dissent in
China, Beijing is vigorously suppressing the Buddhist Falun Gong
meditation

movement and tightening controls on the media and the Internet.

Pinochet Deemed Unfit for Trial

LONDON {AP)

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

MIAMI (AP)

The Immigration and Waturalization Service says it doesn't plan to try

custody, but yesterday, a

Judge Upholds Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, Ill. (AP}

2 federal judge says the six students in Decatur, I11., who were
expelled for
fighting at a football game should stay expelled. The judge said the

students

did not prove that their rights were vioclated. The ru g follows weeks of
protests led by the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who said his Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition

would appeal the decision.

Fourth-guarter profits at Yahoo! Inc., the world's leading wWeb

destination,

beat Wall Street expectations for the 15th consecutive quarter on strong
holiday

sales and advertising fees.et income for the three months ended Dec. 31
rose to

$44.7 million, or 15 cents a share, from $3.8 million, or 1 cent a share
the

same period a year ago. Excluding amortization and goodwill costs,
earnings were

$57.6 million, or 19 cents a share _ 4 cents above analysts' estimates.




The Postal Service announced new rates tcday for 2011 34 cents for
letcers
and 21 cents for post cards. The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate
Commission, which will hold hearings. Priority mail would rise to $3.45
for the
first pound, and the first half-pound of Express Mail would increase to
$12.30.

Dow Ends Off 61.12; Nasdag Off 127.04

NEW YORK ({AP)

Stocks finished lower today as rising bond yields distracted investors.
The
Dow Jones industrial average fell 61.12 to close at 11,5311.08.
NYSE,
lesers led
Nasdag
127.04 lower to 3

Fisk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP}

Ex-catcher Carlton Fisk was elected to the Hall of Fame today on his
second
try, and former first baseman Tony Perez was voted in on his ninth
appearance on
the ballot. Fisk received 397 votes among the record 499 ballots cast by
10-year
members of the Baseball Writers' Association of America. Perez received
385
votes.

Sources: Cowbovs

-

as coach of the Dallas Cowboys today. two days

afrer

the team was knocked out of the NF.
sources

said. Gailey led Dallas to an 18-14 record over two regular seasons.

playoffs in the first round, team

I}

NY Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Heir

NEW YORK (AF) -

The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 million, pending
leagus
approval. The bid was unanimously approved by the league’s finance
committees.

Clinton Creates National Monuments
GRAMND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. {(AP)

President Clinton gave naticonal monument status today to lands near the
Grand

Canyon and three other areas. At the Grand Canyon, he said: ‘'This is an
act of
humility for all of us.'' Clinton used the Antiquities Act to protect the

federally owned scenic areas. The largest, the Grand Canyon-Parashant
National

Monument, covers & millicn acres. The others are Agua Fria, 71,000 acres
north

of Pheenix; the Pinnacles south of San Jose, Calif.; and hundreds of
sites that

make up the California Coastal Natioral Monument.

teday undertook a campaign to censure China

in ¢
U.N. Human Rights Commission for what the administration views as a
steadily

deteriorating Chinese human rights record. State Department Spokesman
James P.
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Rubin said in addition to intensifying a crackdown on political dissent in
China, Beijing is wvigorously suppressing the Buddhist Falun Gong
meditation

movement and tightening contrels on the media and the Internet.

Pinochet Deemed Unfit for Trial

In & move that may put an end to extradition efforrs, doctors ruled that
Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet was unfit to stand trial on human
rights
abuse charges, the government said. The statement said Home Secretary
Jack Straw
felt that he should not extradite Pinochet to Spain until hearing

arguments from
parties to the case.

INS Won't Force Cuban Boy Home

MIAMI (AP)

The Immigration and Naturalization Service says it doesn't plan to try

lian Gonzalez to go back to Cuba. The INS had ruled

r in Cuba should have custody.

Judge Upholds Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, I1l. (AP}

A federal judge says the six students in Decatur, Ill., who were
expelled for
fighting at a football game should stay expelled. The judge said the

students

did not prove that their rights were violated. The ruling follows weeks of
protests led by the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who said his Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition

would appeal the decision.

Feurth-gquarter prefits at ¥ahoo! Inc., the world's leading Web

destination,

peat Wall Street expectations for the 15th consecutive qguarter on strong
holiday

sales and advertising fees. Net income for the three months that ended
Dec. 31

rose to $44.7 million, or 15 cents a share, from $3.8 million, or 1 cent
a share

the same period a year age. Excluding amortization and goodwill costs,
earnings

were $57.5 million, or 19 cents a share 4 cents above analysts' estimates.

Stamps May Cost 34 Cents in 2001

WASHINGTON {aPF)

"

001 34 cents for

The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate
hearings. Priority mail would rise to $3.45

first pound, and the first half-pound of Express Mail would increase to
$12.30.

Dow Ends Off 61.12; Nasdag Off 127.04

NEW YORX (AP)

Stocks finished lower today as rising bond yields distracted investors.
The
Dow Jones industrial average fell 61.12 to cleose at 11,511.08. On the
NYSE,
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Fisk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP)

Ex-catcher Carlton Fisk was elected to the Hall of Fame today on his
second
try, and former first baseman Tony Perez was voted in on his ninth
appearance on
the ballot. Fisk received 397 votes among the record 499 ballots cast by
10-year
members of the Baseball Writers' Association of America. Perez received
385
votes.

Cocach Ga

Chan Gailey was fired as coach of the Dallas Cowboys today, two days
after
the team was knocked out of the NFL playoffs in the first round, team
sources
said. Gailey led Dallas to an 18-14 record over two regular seasons.

NY Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Heir

NEW YCORK (AP}

The New York Jets were sold today to Robert Wood Johnson IV, heir to the
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical empire, for nearly $635 millicon, pending
league
approval. The bid
committee.

A spokesman for Elian Gonzalez's Miami relatives earned $10,000 as a

political consultant for the Florida judge who awarded temporary custody
of the

boy to a great-uncle here in defiance of a federal order that he be
returned to

Cuba. Armando Gutierrez, who has spoken on behalf of the 6-year-old boy's
relatives, said he worked for Rodriguez during her 1998 election campaign.
Miami-Dade County Circuit Judge Rosa Rodriguez said today she was not
required

to remove herself from the case, a suggestion made by a legal expert.

Pinocher Deemed Unfit for Trial

Docters ruled that Gen. Augusto Pincchet was unfit to stand trial on
ights abuse charges, the British government announced Tuesday, opening

possibility that the former Chilean dictator could win his battle against
ion to Spain. The 84-year-old Pinochet has been under detention in
Britain since his arrest in a London hospital nearly 15 months ago. He was
arrested on a Spanish warrant for alleged human rights violations
committed

during his rule in Chile.

Clinton Creates National Monuments

GRAND C2aNYON NATICNAL PARX, Ariz. (AP}

roest

rgest

the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument, COVErs a I ion acres. The
e

s
e Agua Fria, 71,000 acres north of Phoenix; the Pinnacles south of San
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Calif.; and sites that make up the California Coastal National Monument.

¥ahoo! Beats Profit Expectations

SEN JOSE, Calif. (ap)

jo3
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$57.6 million, or 19 cents a share _ 4 cents above analysts' estimates.
Separately, the company announced a two-for-one stock split on Feb. 14.

U.3. Seeks U.N. Censure of China

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Clinton administration today undertook a campaign to censure China

in the

U.N. Human Rights Commission for what the administration views as a
steadily

deteriorating Chinese human rights record.
James P.

Rubin said in addition to intensi
China, Beijing is vigorously supp
meditation

movement and tightening controls on the media and the Internet.

Judge Backs Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, I1ll. (AP}

2 federal judge ruled today that the Decatur school board was within its

rights to oust six black students from schocl for fighting at a football
game.

The ruling was a blow to the Rev. Jesse Jackson and his crusade against
tizere

tolerance'' anti-violence policies in schoels. U.S. District Judge Michael
McCuskey dismissed the students’ claims that the Decatur schocl board
treated

them unjustly because they are dlac
nearing.

1£3

< and violated their right to a fair

Stamps May Cost 34 Cents in 2001

The Postal Service announced new rates today for 2001 34 cents for
letters
and 21 cents for post cards. The proposal now goes to the Postal Rate
Commission, which will hold hearings, Priority mail would rise to $3.45
for the
first pound, and the first half-pound of Express Mail would increase to
$12.30.

pow Ends Off 71.12; Nasdag Off 127.04

risk, Perez in Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP)

Ex-catcher Carlton Fisk was elected to the Hall of Fame today on his

second

try, and former first baseman Tony Perez was voted in on his ninth
appearance on

the ballot. Fisk resceived 397 votes among the record 4%% ballots cast by
10-year
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members of the Baseball Writers’
385
vores.

Scurces: Cowboys Fire Coach Gailey

IRVING, Texas (AP}

Chan Gailey was fired as ccach of the Dallas Cowboys today, two days
afrter
the team was knocked cut of the NFL playoffs in the first round, team
sources
said. Gailey led Dallas to an 18-1¢ record over two regular seasons.

WY Jets Sold to Pharmaceutical Heir

HEW YORK {AP)

were soid today
harmaceutical emp

et

The bid was unanimous approved by

McCain Plan Offers Savings Accounts

WASHINGTON (AP)

John McCain today outlined a five-year, 35237 billicon tax relief plan
that
also would set aside more than $700 billion to protect Social Security and
create new all-purpose tax-free saving accounts for the middle class. In a
speech to the Chamber of Commerce in Concord, N.H., McCain suggested it
would be
irresponsib

le o use most
Republican presidential r

of projected budget surpluses TO Cut taxes as
va ho in

iv George W. Bush would do _ without planning
for the
retvirement of the big baby boom generation, which will push Scocial
Security

toward insclvency.

Clinton Wants Money for AmeriCorps

WASHINGTON (AP}

The Clinton administration proposed today to spend more money on

promotion

and recruitment for the AmeriCorps program and to support other civic
service.

President Clinton’s proposed budget for fiscal 2001, which begins Oct. 1,
will

include $850 million for national service efforts $120 willion more than
the

last budget, the White House announced. 0f the new money, $73 million
would go

[}

lian's Family Linke

MIARMI (AP}

2 spokesman for Elian Gonzalez's Miami relatives earned $10,000 as a

political consultant for the Florida judge who awarded temporary custody
of the

boy to a great-uncle here in defiance of a federal order that he be
returned to

Cuba. Armando Gutierrez, who has spoken on behalf of the 6-year-old boy's
relatives, said he worked for Rodriguez during her 1$%§ election campaign.
Miami-Dade County Circuit Judge Rosa Rodriguez said today she was not
required

to remove herself from the case, a suggestion made by a legal oxpert.

pinochet Deemed Unfir for Trial

Eugusto Pinochet was unfit to stand trial on

British government announced Tuesday, opening

the
possibility that the former Chilean dictator could win his battle against



extraditicn to Spain. The 84-year-old Pinochet has been under detention in
Britain since his arrest in a London hospital nearly 15 months ago. He was
arrested on a Spanish warrant for alleged human rights violations
committed

during his rule in Chile.

Yahoo! Beats Profit Expectations

SAN JOSE, Calif. (&P}

Fourth-guarter profits at

Net income for the three months ended Dec. 31

or 15 cents a share, from $3.8 million, or 1 cent a

share tr
same pericd a year ago. Excluding amortization and goodwill costs,
earnings were
$57.6 million, or 19 cents a share 4 cents above analysts‘ estimates.

Separately, the company announced a two-for-one stock split on Feb. 14.

Judge Backs Decatur Expulsions

DECATUR, I1l. (AP}

within its

d today that i
< football

k students

Electronics Prices Expected To Rise

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. (AP)

Consumers can expect to pay more for computers and other electronic
goods
over the next two or three years as the demand for chips continues to push
prices upward. The chip supply squeeze that began earlier this year
probably

Dow Ends Off 71.12; Nasdag Off 127.04

NEW YORK (AP}

Stocks finished lower today as rising bond yields distracted investors.
The
Dow Jones industrial average fell 71.12 to close at 11,511.08. On the
NYSE,
losers led gainers 2,091-1,028. Shares of Internet companies drove the
Nasdag
127.04 lower to 3,822.63.

Cowboys Fire Coach Chan Gailey

after

the 8-8 tesam was knocked ocut of the round.

' 'This

decision I had to make is about football, ‘' owner Jerry Jones said.
Gailey led

Dallas to an 18-14 record in two regular seasons, but the Cowboys were
eliminated from the playoffs in the first round both years.

$1.6B Colombia Aid Package Proposed

WASHINGTON (AP)


http:11,511.08

Money alone wi not fix the problems of drug viclence and corruption in
Colombia, but $1.6 billion will go a long way toward bolsteri

he Clinton administration said today. The

fiying £o Colombia this weekend to explain the package.

E. Timor Victims Exhumed from Graves

UKOE, East Timor (AP)

U.N. investigators exhumed two mass graves in East Timor Tuesday and

found

the bodies of eight peocple who were likely killed wmonths before the
province

voted to break away from Indonesia. The investigators had expected to
find the

remains of 18 East Timorese who were executed by Indonesian-allied
ght bodies were recovered
aid. anti-independence mi
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to restore law and order.

McCain Plan Offers Savings Accounts

WASHINGTON (AP)

John McCain today outlined a five-year, $237 billion tax relief plan
that
also would set aside more than $700 billion to protect Sccial Security and
create new all-purpese rax-free saving accounts for the middle class. In a
peech to the Chamber of Commerce in Concord, M.H., Mo n suggested it

Clinton Wants Money for AmeriCorps

WASHINGTON (AP)

The Clinton administration proposed today to spend more money on
promotion
and recruitment for the AmeriCorps program and to support other civic
service.
President Clinton’s proposed budget for fiscal 2001, which begins Oct. 1,

more than

million for naticnal service efforts

it

hite House announced. O

x spokesman for Elian Gonzalez's Miami relatives earned $10,000 as a

political consultant for the Florida judge who awarded temporary custody
of the

boy te a great-uncle here in defiance of a federal order that he be
returned to

Cuba. Brmando Gutierrez, who has spoken on behalf of the é-year-cld boy's
relatives, said he worked for Rodriguez during her 1998 election campaign.
Miami-Dade County Circuit Judge Rosa Rodriguez said today she

required

To remove




Doctors ruled that Gen. Augusto Pinochet was unfit to stand trial on
human
rights abuse charges, the British government announced Tuesday, opening
the
possibility that the former Chilean dictator could win his battle against
extradition to Spain. The 84-year-old Pinochet has been under detention in
Britain since his arrest in a London hospital nearly 15 months ago. He was
arrested on a Spanish warrant for alleged human rights violations
committed
during his rule in Chile.

General Motors Corp, has stopped producti

car,

citing wani
pearce said
today that GM was shifting its attention from all-electric cars to
vehicles

powered by hybrid fuel-electric systems and fuel cells, which use
hydrogen to

create electricity. Pearce said the company had a sufficient supply of
EV1ls on

hand and said while GM could build more, there was ''no particular need.’’

Japan Stocks Fall in Early Trading

TCKYO (AP)

early trading Wednesday. The Nikkei

ed

14%.58 points to 18,701.34 points Mew York Tuesday, the Dow Jones
industrial

average fell 71.12 to close at 11,511.08.

V. Williams To Miss Australian Open

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)

Venus Williams became the second leading American tennis player in two

days

to withdraw from next week's Australian Open when she notified organizers
Wednesday that she was pulling out with tendinitis in her left wrist.
Monica

Seles, a four-time champion, withdrew Tuesday saying she was still not
ready to

play after a foor injury suffered last October. Williams was replaced as

eed in the women’'s younger sisver, Serena, winner at last

Clinton To Expand Tax Break Plan

President Clinton, expanding his election-year package of tax

initiatives,

will offer a plan tomorrow to expand tax breaks for low-income working
mmericans, an administration official said today. Clinton, in a speech to
the

Democratic Leadership Council, will announce that he will ask Congress to
enlarge the earned income tax credit, which now is claimed by nearly 20
million

people. The credit already has emerged as an issue in the presidential
campaign,

with Democratic hopeful Bill Bradley urging that more low-income working

In a major effort to reach out to Hispanics, the Republican National
Committee plans to unveil a multimillion-dollar TV ad campaign to try to
artract
the vores of a group that largely sides with Democrats in natiocnal
elections.
Gor leaders from arcund the country today opened what they are calling
*1The New
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Republican Century'' with a brainstorming session on Hispanic voters.
During the

meeting, RNC leaders and experts in Hispanic politics will meet to set
strategy,

both in public and behind closed doors.

5.6

o1

WASHINGTON (AP}

ix the problems of drug violence and corruption in

Money alone will not £i
lion will go a long way toward bolstering democracy

Ceolombia, but $1.6 bill
there,

the Clinton administration said today. The White House proposed a package
for

the South American nation that President Clinton said will stem the
production

and export of illegal narcotics, while supporting economic development and

improving human rights in Colombia. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
is

flying to Colombia this weekend to explain the package.

E. Timor Vicrims Exhumed from Graves

Q.

U.N, investigators exhumed Twe mass graves in East Timor Tuesday amn
<

the bodies of eight people who were likely killed months before the
rovin

voted to break away from Indonesia. The investigators had expected to

remains of 18 East Timorese who were executed by Indonesian-allied
militiamen.

But only eight bodies were recovered before heavy rain suspended the work,

officials said. Anti-independence militia violence both before and after
the

U.N.-sponsored ballet in August left East Timor devastated. At least 200
bedies

have been recovered since international peacekeepers were deployed in
September

to restore law and order.
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Pinochet Deemed Unfit

LONDON

3]

1

Doctors ruled that Gen. Augusto Pinochet was unfit to stand trial on
human

rights abuse charges, the British goverament announced Tuesday, opening
the

possik v that the former Chilean dictator could win his battle against
extradition to Spain. The 84-year-old Pinochet has been under detention in
Britain since his arrest in & London hospital nearly 15 months ago. He was
arrested on a Spanish warrant for alleged human rights viclations
committed

during his rule in Chile.

GM Stops Production of Electric Car

roduction

0w
[Seie]

powsred by hybrid fuel-electric systems and fuel cells, which use
nydrogen to

create electricity. Pearce said the company had a suf
EVls on

hand and said while GM could build more, there was ''no particular need.'!’

cient supply of

Japan Stocks Fall in Early Trading

TOKYQO (AP)

Japanese stocks fell moderately in early trading Wednesday. The Nikkei

.58 points to 18,701.34 points. In New York Tuesday, the Dow Jones
Lty


http:11,511.08
http:18,70l.34

Morris Peterson forced overtime with a 3-pointer and scored four more

points

in the extra session as No. 11 Michigan State defeated No. 9 Indiana
77-71 to

take over first place in the Big Ten tonight. The win left the Spartans
{12-4,

3-0 Big Ten) the lone unbeaten team in conference play. Indiana {(12-2,
2-1},

which never led in the five-minute overtime, was held to just one basket
in the

extra period, a 3-pointer by Michael Lewis with 4.0 seconds remaining.
Charlig

Bell led the Spartang with 22 points and Peterson finished with 17.

A team found that Gen. Augusto Pincchet was too 1ll to stand
trial on

charges ¢f human rights abuses, the government anncunced Tuesday, in a
decision

that may clear the way for the former dictator to return home to Chile.
The

ruling drew guick reaction in Chile where a group representing relatives
of

alleged victims expressed its disappointment, while supporters declared
it was

good for both Pinochet and for Chile. The Spanish government said it had
no

plans to contest the annocuncement.

ponding to his riwvals on two campaign fronts, George W. Bush is

rRes ;s
preparing
to air new ads defending his commitment to Socidl Security and accusing
Steve

Forbes of running a2 negative campaign. The ad involving Forbes is in
response to

a spot the conservative publisher is airing in Iowa and New Hampshire that
accuses Bush of breaking a no-tax pledge during his term as Texas'
governor. It

is tentatively scheduled to air in Iowa this week, with the Bush campaign
waiting to make sure Forbes' spot airs as widely as promised.

More Police Urged for Kosovo

UNITED NATIONS (AP}

the Serb province remains

eds more international
The cfficial, speaking at a
n condition of anonymity, said the level of violence has

f magnitude'' since a NATO-led peacekeeping operation entered

in June.

Clinton To Expand Tax Break Plan

WASHINGTON (AP}

low-income working
ncen, in a speech te

e
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GOP Reaching Qut to Hi
SACRAMENTC, Cali

T
he votes of a group that largely sides with Democrats in national
ections.

GOP leaders from around the country today opened what they are calling
' *The New

Republican Century'’ with a brainstorming session on Hispanic voters.
During the

meeting, RNC leaders and experts in Hispanic politics will meet to set
strategy,

both in public and behind closed doors.

e

$1.68 Colompia Aild Package Proposed

WASHINGTCN (AP}

o0 b

h

t

feo

the South American nation that President Clinton said will stem the
producticn

and export of illegal narcotics, while supporting economic develcpment and
improving human rights in Colombia. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
is

flying to Colombia this weekend to explain the package.

E. Timor Victims Exhumed from Graves

LEBUKOE, East Timor (AP)

U.N. investigators exhumed Lwo mass graves in East Timor Tuesday and
found
the bodies of eight people who were likely killed months before the
province
voted to break away from Indonesia. The investigators had expected to
3 the
ins of 13 East Timorese who were executed by Indonesian-allied
eight bodies were recovered before heavy rain suspended the work,
aid. Anti-independence militia viclence both before and after

[

U.N.-sponsored ballot in Zugust left East Timor devastated. At least 200
pedies

have been recovered since international peacekeepers were deployed in
September

to restore law and order.

Japan Stocks Fall Moderately

TOKYO ({AP)
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Syracuse Remains Only Unbeaten Team

o]

HARLESTON, W.Va. (AP}

Tony Bland scored nine of his 22 peints in the final five minutes as

No. 7

Syracuse beat West Virginia 76-63 tonight to remain the only unbeaten
team in

pivision I. Etan Thomas added 14 points, 15 rebounds and five blocks as
the

Orangemen (12-0, 3-0 Big East) won for the second straight time on the
road

following a 16-game homestand.

DOCUMENTS

o,
et

Q

a3
Pt
ey
t)


http:ll,Sll.OS
http:18,722.10

2000 Federal News Sern

Federal News Service

January 7, 2000, Friday
SECTION: WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING
LENGTH: 9339 words

HEADLINE: REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE NBC NEWS DECISION 2000 SOUTH

CAROLINA

VOTES

WITH CANDIDATES: GARY BAUER GOVERNOR GEORGE W. BUSH (R-TX) SENATOR ORRIN
HATCH

{(R-UT) SENATOR JOHN MCCRIN (R-RZ} ALAN KEYES STEVE FORBES

STANTON

TIME: 2:00 P.M. EST FRIDXA JENUARY 7, 2000

BODY:

MR. WILLIAMS: Good ewvening and welcome, on behalf of NBC News, MSNBC,
and WIS
TV in Columbia, South Caroclina ~- a big night in a big state, considered
politically the gateway to the American South for its presidential primary
February 13%th.

MR. STANTON: Next month South Carolinians will decide who they want to
pe the
republican nominee. And since 1980, the very first Republican primary
here in
South Caroli
nomination wi

Alan

$. Senator John McCain from the state of Arizona. (Applause. Cheers.)

Former

Reagan administration official Gary Bauer. (Applause. Cheers.} The
governor of

the state of Texas, George W. Bush. (Applause. Cheers.) Steve Forbes of
the

magazine of the same name. {(Applause. Cheers.) And from the state of
Utah, U.5.

Senator Orrin Hatch. {Applause.)

MR. STANTON: We had drawings to determine the order of the questions,

and

each candidate will have 43 seconds to answer most questions. aAnd we
pegin with

a guestion for each candidate, beginning
Xeyes, last night vou asked where all the conservat
had a

choice between sight wmore years of a Democratic president or eight years

Ampassador Keyes. amba
ives have gone. If

Republican, which would you choose?

MR. KEYES: Well, frankly I don’t think that has to be our cheice,

unless we

make a terrible error in the Republican Party. I think we have to choose
to

stand forthrightly for the pro-life position. And if we do not, the party
doesn’'t stand a chance of winning a victory in November -- it will not
happen.

This party was born of principle. This party will die if it does not
adhere to

its Declaration principles. And I think that's very clear. I have said
ic. I

know most of the people in this room and throughout the Republican Party
and the

country understand that. So your hypothetical is of no matter to me. We
will not

face that alternative. {Applause. Cheers.}

Senator John McCain sent a stinging letter to federal regulators
accusing them of being unfair toward the phone company." Senatox, your
letter
went on to say that the letter was not meant to benefit any one single
person.
and you have said in your own defense that this is part of what is wrong
with
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Washington. However, do you understand now the appearance here, and can
you tell

us here tonight is there anything else about the transportation you use,
about

the letters you have written, anything else that you know of that is
about to

come out?

weighed in, I have asked them to do their duty and to expedite the
procedures as

they are laid cut under the law and according to existing regulations. I
will

continue to do that job. And when a constituent, a person of mine who has

trouble, or a citizen of this country who can’t get a reaction or an
answer from

a bureaucracy that is paid for with their tax dollars, I believe that
people

like me should weigh in, particularly when it is my responsibility as the

chairman of the committee. I fully understand --

MR. WILLIAMS: Time is up, senator. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Bauer, if scomecone in your family was raped and became pregnant and
wanted
an abortion, and after a discussion with you they were adamant in their
decision
to have an aborticn, would you support that decision or would you try to
prevent
it?

MR. BAUER: This is a very basic gquestion. If my daughter or somebody
that I
loved was raped, that would be the most horrible thing I could possibly
imagine.
But I would comfort her. I would pray with her. I would explain to her
that she

would

ong time so America’s women wouldn't have to worry

it. ({Applause.}

MR. STANTCM: Thank you, sir.

MR. WILLIAMS: Governor Bush, a few blocks from here on top of the State

Capitol Building, the confederate flag flies with the state flag and the
U.S.

flag. (Boos.} It is, as you can here from the reaction of tonight's --
{boos) --

it is, as you can here from the reaction of tonight's crowd of 3,000
people from

South Carclina, a hot button issue here. The question is: Does the flag
offend

you personally?

you are Lrying to

MR, WILLIAMS: No, I am asking you about your personal feelings.

GOV. BUSH: The people of South Carolina -- (applause, cheers) -- Brian,
-
believe the pecple of South Carolina can figure out what to do with this
flag
issue. It's the people of South Carclina's decision to make. (Applause.
Cheers.)
MR. WILLIAMS: If I may --

GOV. BUSH: I don't believe -- I don't believe it's the role of someone
from
outside South Carolina and someone running for president to come into

to do




seeing the confederate flag? (Boos.)

GOV. BUSH: As an American citizen, I trust the people of Scuth Carolina
To
make the decision for South Carolina. (Applause. Cheers.)

MR. STANTON: Mr. Forbes has the next question. There are many people on

fixed

incomes with health problems. And by the time they say their medications
have

been paid for, they don‘'t have money for food or clothing or other
necessities.

Do you think people like this need some help, and from what source should
that

help come?

MR. FORBES:
care. The
major reason

mbhers of Congress and those who work for the federal government have

te)

e to choose from several hundred different health care plans. And if
you have
a need for prescriptive medicines, you can pick a plan that will provide

need. If you have a need for long-term care, you can do the same thing. I
want

to give people choice, put health care back in the hands of the people,
and I've
got spec

¢ proposals to do it. {Applause. Cheers.}

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Mr. Forbes. Tonight we're alsc going to be
taking
some emails. This particular cone comes into us from Carla Hardee of Scuth
Carolina: Forty, even sixty years agce, when a man entered the

made was medical

would

sou do speci

nenefits veterans are entitled to by having placed their lives

the United States government? What attraction would you offer

for new
enlistees to encourage a stronger and more vital military presence?

SEN. HATCH: Well, I'll tell you the first thing I'd do as president is I

would make sure that a third of our military whe gualify for food stamps
start

getting paid decently and honorably. (Applause.) Twelve thousand of them
are on

food stamps. It's terrible. And to make a long story short, we have to
live up

to our commitments to our military people. One of them was to provide
health

care for veterans. We have abour 26 million veterans

A

those

are we can.

est
possible health ca

MR. STANTON: We're alsc going to give the candidates a chance to ask
zach
other questions tonight, and we begin with Mr. Forbes, who has a guestion
for
Mr. Bauer.

MR. FORBES: Gary, you have obviously read in the papers about a key

official

in the Gore campaign, Donna Brazile, who made very racist remarks about
General

powell and about Congressman J.C. Watts. I believe, and I think you
believe, and

I hope we can get our colleagues here tonight together to ask Al Gore to
fire

Donna Brazile and to apolog
General

Powell.

two great Americans, J.C. Watts and

you join me in that? {applause.}

MR. BRUER: Steve, Stave, you are absolutely right. Let me just say to

the

good people in this audience, you have watched for
DemoCraric

party has attempted to smear our party with charges of racism, with
charges of

not caring about the poor, with all sorts of scare tactics -- that we
don't care

about the weak and the sick and the handicapped. They do it time and time
and

time again. And all too often our party in the face of that has run for
the tall

grass. It is time for us to stand up. We are a party of great principles.
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Al

Gore's campaign manager ought to be ashamed of herself, and she ought to
resign

tonight. {Applause.}

MR. STANTON: Mr. Bauer, thank you.

MR. WILLIAMS: We'd like now to enter a brief phase of short guestions

and

rapid-fire answers -- gentlemen, if could, ers of ong to two
seconds in

length. {(Laughter.} We will begin with Senator -- one to {wo sentences.
We will

gentlemen will answer this first guestion: Has affirmative

SEN. MCCAIN: Yes, but guotas have made it worse.

MR. WILLIAMS: Gary Bauer.

MR. BAUER: Oh, you mean the same guestion?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes.

MR. BARUER: I would agree. I think that the idea behind affirmative
action was
legitimate and decent, that when you start counting by race you divide
Emerica,
vou don't bring it together.

MR. WILLIAMS: Governor Bush?

GOv. MEAN

u
Y
Q
[
G
s
Q
o
sl
o
=
&
o
&
ct
<
™
Q
"

MR. FORBES: Quotas and set-asides are wrong. That's why we genuinely
need
real affirmation of opportunity starting by letting parents choose their
own
schools for their own children. (Applause.)

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch?

SEN. HATCH: When affirmative action means job training, outreach and education, it's good. When it starts pitting one

through &

system of preferences it's bad. And I've got to tell you guotas are wrong
for

Zmerica, and I agree: egual opportunity is what we should have for
evervbody .

{Applause.}

MR. WILLIAMS:

credit for their real achievements, and I think that's wrong. {Applause.)

MR. STANTON: We have another short-answer guestion. South Carclinians

are
going to be voting on a state lottery later this year. A national gambling
commission has recommended ne further state lotteries -- a moratorium on
Lhem

for the time being. Do you agree with that, Mr. Bauer?

MR. BAUER: Yes, I do agree with it. I not only agree with that -- I
think the

will

T
let me say something: just like the flag, the people of Scuth Carolina can
figure cut whether or not they want to have a lottery or not. That's the

people

of South Carolina's decision to make. (Applause.)
MR. STANTON: Mr. Forbes?

MR. FORBES: When the gambling issue came up in my home state of New

Jersey

more than 20 years ago, I voted against it every time it came up. So I
would

urge you not to think that gambling money is going to provide you with a
better

education. It's a false steal. (Applause.] MR. STANTON: Senator Hatch.

Yes, ves, ves and yes. (Laughs.) I have

group against anoth



Carolina has got to determine its own destiny, and I would certainly
support
that.

MR. STRNTON: Ambassador?

MR. KEYES: I think it's very important that we leave these decisions up
to
the states. But if you solicit my advice, I'll tell you this: all
governments
everywhere -- federal, state, local -- should get out of the business of
putting
a corrupting, regressive tax on the backs of their peoples! (Applause.)

MR. STANTON: Senator McCain.

SEN. MCCAIN: I a very wise
decision
when they rejected video poker in their state. It was very harmful --
{applause}
-- it was very harmful and very addictive.
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The problem with thes
who buy
the lottery tickets, and it is a very regressive tax. But I would leave
the
decision up to the people of South Carolina --

that the poor people are the ones

ME. STANTON: Thank you.
SEN. MCCAIN: -- and I will respect and admire their decision.

MR. STANTON: Thank you. Also tonight we're going to be taking questions
from
cur audience. And we will begin with a Greenville County farmer, Grady
Jones.
Mr. Jones?

Q I'11 address my guestion to all of you gentlemen. I am a farmer. Most
farmers would rather get adeguate pay at the marketplace instead of

receiving

government subsidies to tide them over. Farmers now get paid in most

ca less

t they got 25 vears ago. During this time thelr production c¢osts have
at

least guadrupled. What will you do as president to help farmers get
sufficient

pay for their work?

MR. STANTON: Governor Bush?

GOV. BUSH: I would be a free-trading president, a president that will

work

tirelessly to copen up markets for agricultural preoducts all over the
world., I

believe our american farmers, whether they be the South Carclinian farmer
or the

Iowan farmer or the Texas rancher, can compete s¢ long as the playing
field is

level. That's why I am such a strong advocate of f
why I

"

ge trade, and that's

it hurts our

MR. FORBES: Clearly -- clearly the C administration has
made a
hash of farm policies as they have everything else. There are several
things
that have to be dene. One is to open up foreign markets -- bust them open

they've talked about it, they haven’'t done it. Number two, stop hurting
our

existing customers overseas for our farm products and other products, by
having

the International Monetary Fund and Treasury Department wreck economies by
giving them high taxes and trashing their money. We also must get the
Federal

Reserve on a steady monetary policy instead of raising interest rates,
whic

damages, several damages commodity
must

alse enforce antitrust laws,

r

SEN. HATCH: I am a strong proponent of Freedom to Farm, but with a

safety

net. We have to make a transition there -- have to support the $8.7
billion

emergency farm bill. wWe have the Hatch-Daschle bill that would allow

state-inspected meats to be sold throughout the country like foreign
meats can

be sold. ¥We spent nine percent of our income on food, the lowest in the
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world.

We spend -- or should I say 90 days to pay on food -- nine percent. It
takes 129

days to pay for our taxes. Think about it: it’'s a lot more than our food.

k we have got to do everything we can about vertical and horizontal
tion in the antitrust field, and of course I'd do everything to

MR. STANTON: Ambassador Keyes?

MR. KEYES: I think it's very critical, first of all, that we recognize
that
we have to give our farmers access to the kind of capital that they need
in
orxder to deal with the challenges that they face in their marketplace, a
banking
system that is not sensitive to the needs of agriculture is what is
destroying
the family farm, and we need to change that.

But I would have to disagree with Governor Bush. If you want access to

markets abroad, then don't practice this phony free-trade approach. We
need to

get out of this collective business of bargaining and sit down and make
these

countries understand if they want access to our markets, they are goin
to have

to give us in exchange something that is o
collectivist

appreach we have been taking hasn’t produced that resulr.

B8

equal value. and the

markets to those products. Isolationism and protectionism doesn't work. We
should not subsidize ethanol or sugar or any other crop, because then

that hurts

the American consumer. But I will lower the barriers to United States
products

coming in the United States in return for any nation that will lower their
barriers to United States products, particularly our magnificent and
wonderful

agricultural products. I am proud of the American farmer. Our trade with
Canada

trade with Mexico has increased, and our farmers have
And I believe that one of our jobs is to protect the

and this is the best way to do it. {applause.}

MR . STANTON: Mr. Bauer?

laws of this country. If we

up and our food supply is controlled by a handful of companies and the
b

rm is dead, we will regret that for the rest of our history.

Free trade is fine, but we don't have free trade. For 10 years in a row

we

have given China most-favored-nation status, and in exchange they have
stuck

their finger in our eye. They buy less of our farm products now than they
did in

the past. Governor Bush and many cothers up here would give China
most-favored-nation status again. I will not. I will withdraw it the
first week

in office. (Applause. Cheers.)

MR. STANTON: Mr. Bauer. thank you.

Bauer, thank you., Now Senatoer Hatch has a guestion for

america needs: What

are we
going to do to -- we have been discussing a limited handful of issues
through

these various debates, and we better begin talking about the problems
that are

troubling Americans: safety of our homes, our families, our schools, our
country. And I would like to know what you think we ocught to be deing in
this

area.

MR. KEYES: Well, I thank you for the question, Senator Hatch. I think
that is
guite clear. And I said it over and over again everywhere I gc. I believe
especially as Republicans we better face the fact we don't have a major
economic

crisis, a moral
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{applause} -- and in the neighborhoods. An

That means
that the number one issue facing this country is the issue that takes us
away

from the principle that God gave us our rights, and those rights have to
be

exercised with respect for him. That issue is abortion, and we better
address it

forthrightly, up front, or we won't deserve to win. (Applause. Cheers.

MR. STANTON: Thank ycu, ambassador. We're taking ancther email now -- a
Columbia minister, the Reverend Eric Skidmore, sent us this: "What
percentage of
your annual income do you share with charitable causes? And how does your
household decide how much you will shars with those in need sach year?”
And a
viewer called an

asked, "Would you be willing te release
returns v fi

ive years to show us how much?®

pid

MR. FORBES: Well, I just released tax information a few days ago,
releasing
my income taxes paid and contributions made to charity. I believe it's
about 7
to 8 percent of the income goes to charity each year, and I'm proud of it
and I
hope to do more in the future. So I have released the informaticn.

I think one of the great strengths of America today is the willingness

of the

American people to give. No other nation does it the way we do, and
that's why I

want to get rid of this corrupt tax code, allow the American people to
genuinely

keep more of what they earn. and that way, when they have more, they give
more .

with my tax plan, they'll have more and
giving.

{applause.}

MR. STANTON: Senator Hatch.

SEN. HATCH: The answer 1s yes. And I have to say that Elaine and I try

Lo --

as I said before,
marter

is, Elaine and I give about 11 percent of our gross income to charity,
and we're

going to continue to do that because we think it's the right thing te do
in this

country. And as far as I'm concerned, we don't have anything to hide, if
pecple

want to see what we make, to understand how really poor we are.
{Laughter.

can't even lift Steve's wallet. But the fact of the

[

MR. STANTON: Ambassador Keyes.

MR. KEYES: The answer to the guestion -- I really don't know what
percentage
we give. Two things are true, though. I have no problem with folks
knowing how
little, in point of fact, I make in the way of income. I do have a

I think the income tax system has utterly corrupted our sense of
liberty, and

that's why I think it ought to be abolished. (Applause.) And such returns
should

not have to be given or exposed to anybody -- not mine, not yours, not
anyone's.

But I believe, in addition to that, that the whole business of the tax
deduction

corrupts the spirit of charity. And that’s also why we need to get rid of
the

income tax so we will really give freely, not out of any se
(applause.}

sh interest.

MR. STANTON: Senator McCain.

. Congress enacted a pay raise, and my
i 1 v know if that was a

Ever since then, I've been giving

comes out to arcund $30,000, $30,000 or

But, you know, I'm not here to hype wy bock, "Faith of My Fathers,"”
24,85,
Random House; been on the best-seller list for four months. I'm not here
£o hype
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that at all, because I wouldn't even mention it except it had the most
remote

connection, and that is that I got $500,000 advance from Random House. I
gave my

half of that, which I shared with my co-author, to charity. And I
continue to

give those proceeds to charity. [(Applause.}

MR. STANTON: Mr. Bauer, I can assure you, if we’'re involved in the
ti
debate, we will ask the vice president that gquestion.

MR. BAUER: My background is Southern Baptist. My wife and I are in a

non-dencminational church right now. We take very seriously the biblical
call to

tithe. We give about 10 percent of our income every year. And my flat-tax
plan,

by the way, continues to allow charitable contributions to be
tax-deductible,

unlike Mr. Forbes, which I think is a very important thing for us to do.

think it’'s important for people in public 1
urns. I have done s¢ ever since I've been the governor o

Laura and I try to contribute as generously as possible.

m not
sure of the percentage to which we have given to charities. I believe
non-itemizers ought to be allowed to deduct charitable giving from their

returns.

Let me tell you, the great strength of America and why I'm so optimistic
about our country’s future is that the great strength of ocur country lies
in the
hearts and souls of decent citizens, not in the halls of government. I
intend to
rally the armies of compassion all across America, should I become the
president, to help people in need with people (in heart?). {Applause.)

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Governor Bush. Ambassador Keyes, it is your
turn to
ask a guestion of Senator McCain.

MR. KEYES: Senator
guestion
of homosexuals in the military.
understood
exactly what your

the interest of na

elected

president of the United States, I pledge to reinstitute the ban on
homosexuals

serving in our nation‘s military." (Applause.) Would you join me -- would
you

join me, sir, in signing that pledge?

SEN. MCCAIN: No, I will not, Alan. And you know very well that when
pecple
like General Colin Powell, General Norman Schwarzkopf, and the military
leaders

that you and I respect say that this policy is & good one -- by the way,
i
it
should not be abandoned, as the two leading presidential candidates on the
Democratic -- it's a disgraceful statement on the part of Senator Bradley
and

vice President Gore to say that they would only appoint a chairman of the

aff who would accept gays in the military. That is a total
o ne encire concept of the military. aAnd we should, as
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ng pecause of the harmf

of the United States of America. No, I will not. I will support the
present
policy. (Applause.}

MR. WILLIAMS: Angd so we continue, well, I think with a few exceptions
perhaps, from Columbia, South Carclina tonight. We're going to take a
break. Our
coverage of our debate this evening, part of Decision 2000, will continue
right
aftrer this.

{Announcements.)

MR. WILLIAMS: And welcome back. On behalf of NBC News, MSNEC and WIS
Television in Columbia, South Carclina, is pur live coverage of this
evening’'s debate among the six presidential candidates for the GOP

nomination
for president. ¥We are back.
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MR. STANTON: And the next gquestion is a question from Mr. Bauer to ask

of
Governor Bush.

MR. BAUER: Yes. Thank you very much. Governor Bush, this is the fourth
time
in a row that I've drawn your name to ask the first question to. I think
the
odds are 10,000 to one. I think I'm going to keep drawing your name until
you
actually answer the question. {Laughter.)

GOV. BUSH: Starting off with an incredible cheap shot.

MR. BAUER: Governcor., just a few weeks ago, we transferred the Panama
Canal
back to Panama. Bill Clinton sent Jimmy Carter there to do it. I believe

-

ng to take the steps necessary, including putting our wmilitary back
panama, in order to stop the Chinese from taking over influence there?
GOV. BUSH: Here's what I'm willing teo do.

MR. BAUER: Okay.

GOV. BUSH: First, I ran for the United States Congress in 1%78 in West
Texas,
came in second place in a two-man race. {(Laughter.) But during the course
of the
campaign, I oppcsed the Panama Canal Treaty. (Scattered applause.} Now,
our

as signed a treaty. I believe we ought to honor the treaty. But

president, 1f I f£ind in any way, shape or form the canal is

do whatever it takes to keep

cur naticnal straregic interest Lo have a peaceful hemisphere. It is in
our

national strategic interest to have a hemisphere in which trade can flow
freely.

And I will liberate the canal if I have to.
MR. BAUER: Do you see a threat from China in the canal, sir?
GOV. BUSH: Well, we'll just wait and see. We'll waitr and see.

MR, WILLIAMS: Gentlemen, thank you. Again, this question will be for
all of
vou. And we are also joined tonight by reporter Stephanie Trotter of our
NBC
television station in Greenville, South Carclina, WYFF.
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MS. TROTTER: Thank you, Brian. Gentlemen, I'm curiou

i
he biggest mistake that you've made, and what lesson did you

it again. Have her say it again.

M3. TROTTER: One more time, so everybody can hear. Our ewers are
curious.

On a personal note, what is the biggest mistake you made as an adult, and
what

lesson did you learn from it?

GOV. BUSH: Would you like me £o start?
MR. WILLIAMS: No, we're going to begin with Senator Hatch.
SEN. HATCH: I don't know what the guestion is. I couldn't guite
understand
it.
MR. WILLIAMS: The question is -- if we could have Stephanie Trotter
repeat
the guestion one more time on the microphone.
MS. TROTTER: Qur viewers would like to know, what is the biggest
mistake you
made as an adult, and what lesson did you learn from it?
wWell, I've made so many of them in my life that I'm not
ick any one of them. (Applause.) I mean, let's just face it. I've
mistakes. I think one of the mistakes in this campaign was filing

1st, so late. But don't worry; den't count me oub.

MR. WILLIAMS: Ambassador Keyes, same guestion.
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MR. KEYES: In hearing that question, I think about the biggest mistake I
might make as an adult would be to treat that as if it’'s a guestion that
is
appropriate to be asked. (Cheers/applause.} MS. TROTTER: (Inaudible.)

MR. KEYES: And I say that quite frankly. I think that we have to
understand
that there ought te be in our public life a certain decorum, a certain
dignity.

There are things that I’'11l tell my priest in the confessional that I will

tell you or any other American. (Cheers.)

Thank you, Mr. Ambassador.

MR. KEYES: But I'11 say this. I'1l say t

believe to be relevant for the purposes of
job

that I would have to do for the American people and so forth and so on, I
think

that maybe the biggest mistake I have made in my public life, before I got
involved in this presidential race, was not to have spoken out on the
issue of

the life of the unborn before I did.

rms of what I deeply
or president and the

e
i

MR. WILLIZMS: Mr. Ambassador --

MR. KEYES: I spent all those years working on foreign policy and did
nct pay
enough attention to the facot --

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Ambassador, thank you for your answer. {Applause.}
Senator
McCain.

SEN. MCCAIN: wWell, for a long time, I thought the biggest mistake I

made in

my life might have been when I was sitting in the ready room of an
aircraft

carrier in the Philippines and a guy came on board and said, "We're
locking for

volunteers to switch over to another carrier.® (Laughter.) Something
happened to

my arm.

the biggest mistake that

other senators and four

always be a mark on my
or the rest of my life.

MR, WILLIAMS: Senator McCain, thank you. (Applause.} Mr. Bauer.

MR. BAUER: Well, I just want to point out to you, ma'am, that if you

asked

the president of the United States that question, it would be an essay
answer.

{Cheers.} I'm not going to tell yvou the greatest personal mistake I've
ever

made, because it is personal, but I'l1l tell you the biggest political
mistake I

ever made.

I made a presentation to the president of the United States, Ronald
agan,
in the Cabinet Room, and I made the mistake of citing
s

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Bauer, thank you. Governor Bush.

GOV. BUSH: Well, as you know, I've had a perfect background. {(Applause.)
MR. WILLIAMS: Haven't we all, sir?

GOV. BUSH: After all, I was raised by Barbara Bush.
{Laughter/applause.) As
you may remember, I was in the business world at one time. I was the
managing
partner, managing general partner of the mighty Texas Rangers. I signed
off on
that wonderful transaction -- Sammy Scosa for Harold Baines. ({(Laughter.}

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Governor. Mr. Forbes.

MR. FORBES: Well, like wy colleagues here tonight, Ifve made my share of



in the last seven and a half

But on a professional basis, when I was young and inexperienced, I

wrote some

magazine columns in which, when I was in my 20s, I saw merit in things
like

raising the gasoline tax, raising the age for Social Security retirees,
and

things like that. But I've learned and grown. That's why I have the
positions I

have today. &nd I hope the rest ©f my colleagues in the Republican Party
will

have the same growth. ({Applause.}

MR. STANTON:

Forbes. And now we're gol
i We begin

MR. XKEYES: Well, two things. First of all, I myself don't believe in

any form

of kind of negative campaigning. I think that it‘s important, however,
that we

be honest and forthright about our differences on the issues. That is not
negative campaigning. That's our obligation to the people of this
country. And

so if I disagree with Senator McCain or Governor Bush or Mr. Forbes or
Gary

Bauer or Senator Hatch on an important issue and point that out in an ad

or
anywhere else, that's not negative campaigning. It’'s an effort to
illustrate the

choice bzfore the people.

MR. STANTOHN: Mr. Forbes.

MR. FORBES: Mine has always been a campaign of issues and ideas. I

believe

that the American pecple want an honest, open and vigorous debate about
issues.

one cof the issues, for example, is taxation. I want to get rid of this
tax code.

A couple of my opponents do not. I think we need a vigorous and open
debate on

that in detail. If you make a tax pledge, I believe you should keep it. I
want

that kind of honest and vigorous debate.

exactly right., We don't want to get into

iple and substance. ¢ is what we had in the
hat is what we had wi the depate about the
Constitution. And I think today, as we go in the new
of issues -- health care, educaticn, Social Security,

MR. STANTON: Time's up.

MR. FORBES: -- we do need an honest, open and vigorous debate.

MR. STANTON: Thank you, sir.

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Forbes, thank vou. {(Applause.} Our next pairing of
sorts

will be Senator McCain and Governor Bush. And gentlemen, starting with the
senator, the subject again is taxes.

MCCAIN: %Well, Governor, I k around
sa
T UL cut is
{ ter think
M

that is based ¢ we may not hav

My tax plan is fiscally conservative. It's about the same as yours for
middle-income and lower-income Americans. It places a top priority on
saving
Social Security. It offers a needed tax break for middle-income people.
And it
begins paying down the national debt. My friends. we ought to pay down the
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national debt. {Applause.} George, the American people are tired of
people who
make promises, who make promises about tax cuts that they can't keep.

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator, thank you. Governor?

GOV. BUSH: The senator and I have a fundamental disagresment. Let me
see if I
can put it in human terms for you. Chris and Beth Bradley came t¢ the
airport
today. They make $42,000 a year in income. Under the plan that you laid
out, Mr.
Senator, here in South Carolina, they will receive a $200 tax cut. Under

the
plan that I have proposed and will get through the United States Congress,
they'd receive a $1,852 tax cut. (Applause.}

I believe -- and the fundamental difference, the fundamental difference

that the additional $1,600, the difference will go to Washington under
your

idea. And under my idea, it goes in the people's pockets. (Applause.}
There is

enough wmoney -- there is enough money to take care of Social Security.
There is

enough money to meet the basic needs of our government. And there is
enough

money to give the American people a substantial tax cut, and that's
exactly what
I'm going to do.

MR. STANTON: Thank you, Governc

includes

Sourh Carolina, has issued a rulin warning. That's the
warning

that police give to suspects. They've said that if police fail to give
that

warning, then the evidence that is gathered is not necessarily excluded.

U.S. Supreme Court is considering that. Do you think the Miranda warnings
have a
place in our criminal justice system?

MR. BAUER: You know, I think what we've done for over 30 vears with

unelected

liberal judges is favor the criminal over the victim. (Applause.) Now, we
all

want to observe the Constitution and to follow its provisions. But when
the

penalty for a policeman's mistake is to put a c¢riminal back out on the
street

then we are hurting America, we are

SEN. HATCH: I agree with everything that Gary said, but this involves a
Congressional enactment after Miranda was upheld by the Supreme Court. The
Congressional enactment is in Section 3501 that basically says that if a
person

commits a crime and they voluntarily confess, that confession is
admissible into

a court of law. That's right. That's the way it should be.

But this makes it a bigger point. I have said the most important single

issue

in this campaign is after Clinton will have appointed 50 percent of the
federal
s going to appoint

ot ve Supreme Court justices. And I can tell
vou

fsa going to
sSee

[+

e

of changes that you can't bel

losing the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. And I could go
on and
on.

MR. WILLIRMS: Senator --

SEN. HATCH: and this is an important issue, and it's one of the most
important issues in the whole goldarn campaign.

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch, thank you. (Applause.) Now we -- we 9o
back now
to the format of cne candidate asking a question of the other now.
Governor Bush
with a guestion for Senator Hatch.




GOV, BUSH: Senator Hatch, as you know,

I. have

a dispute over campaign funding laws. (Voice: You're not alone.} I
ieve the

hurt the Republican Party and hurt conservative

I want you O answer t£o me -- you've been involved in this debate on the
floor of the Senate -- would you please explain to me and the folks of
South

Carolina why so many Republican Senators rejected the McCain-Feingold
campaign
funding reform bill?

SEN. HATCH: Why should I or any other Republican be for a bill that is
unconstitutional, that leaves all the First Amendment rights for the
public
interest groups to speak and do whatever they want tc and to raise any
kind of
monies they want to, and takes away those First Amendment right

Lwo
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al parties? That's ridiculeous. [(Applause.)} I've got to tell you,

Have you ever -- have you ever wondered why all of the Democrats love
McCain-Feingold and hardly any Republicans de? Well, think it through:
Because

it would hurt the Republican Party. You're looking the guy that as a
brand-new

freshman Senator, fought through labor law reform that protected all of
the

South from being -- having forced unionization on it.

And I can tell you this: John is starting to sound like the accordion
player
who only knows one tune, "Lady of Spain."

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator, on that note -- (applause and laughter.

MR. WILLIAMS: We give you credit for mixing in foreign policy tonight
SEN. MCCAIN: Can I respond to that?

Senator McCain 30 seconds to respond -- get

response from Senator Mclain?

SEN. MCCAIN: You know, George, I've always thought that what's best
for the
country is best for the party. The real scandal in Washington, along with
Monica
Lewinsky, was the debasement of every institution of government. You are
defending an illegal system. You are defending a system that has caused
the
debasement of every institution of government, and it’'s got to be stopped.
Al Gore said there's no contrelling legal authority. Well, I'1l give
him a
contrelling legal authority. With John McCain as president, there will be
a
controlling legal authority. It is now legal in the United States of
America for
a Chinese Army-owned corporation

I sh you'd change the picrure. And these
are being {funded ?) by people that he won't even disclose.

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator, a few seconds. Gentlemen, we've got to move on,
and
the next guestion is from Senator McCain for Mr. Forbes.

SEN. MCCAIN: It's interesting in the last debate and through most of

this

one, there has been no discussion of foreign policy, Steve. I think it's
still

important. I think the state of cur military is still important. I think
the

fact that we have a president of the United States, a National Security
Adviser,

a Secretary of State and a Secretary of Defense. none of whom have ever
spent

one minute wearing the uniform of the

vou about Russia. You're concerned about
#We're concerned about Chechnya and

Lo

concerned about the Caucasus and Georgia, and the ¢il and gas reserves
that are

there, and I'm particularly interested in your views of Mr. Putin and
what we

can expect, and how you would handle our relations with Russia at this
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particular moment.

MR. FORBES: Thank you, Senator. I think that our relations with Russia

today

are another prime example of the lack of a foreign policy of the
Clinton-Gore

administration. The way they're applauding this coup that just took place
where

the thieving cligarchs of the
let you

keep your illegal gains, and let your
and this

way we can move the slsction up, have

remlin

"

The war in Chechnya is simply an election ploy. It's alse, I fear, part

of

the first step ¢f the old Russian nationalists of reestablishing the old
Soviet

Empire. Chechnya today, perhaps Georgia tomorrow, Armenia after that. So
ic's a

disaster, and Clinton and Gore have been negligent in not dencuncing
what's

happening in Chechnya.

MR. STANTON: Thank you, Mr. Forbes.
MR. FORBES: Green light. (Applause.)

MR. STANTON: And our final audience question tonight comes from the
maycr of
Arcadia Lakes about 10 miles from here, Joan Brady.

MS. BRADY: First let me offer some Scuthern hospitality and welcome you
gentlemen to the state of South Carclina. My gquestion deals with Internet
raxation. Many small-town merchants and big- city downrLown businessmen

are very
concerne

non-taxe
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with the urchases that are being
the

d ing
d over the Internet.
My gquestion: Does this pose unfair competition for our local merchants?
Ag
alsc are municipalities and states missing out on a possible revenue
resource?

Q

MR. STANTON: Gentlemen, you have 30 seconds each, because we’'re short on
time, and we'll begin with Governor Bush.

GOV. BUSH: I think it's too early to know what the effects are. That's

why I

support the moratorium on Internet taxation. And I'1l support it for
another

three to five yesars, until we know. We've had people on this stage say
that

e-commerce is going to help mom and pop businesses on th
across America. They may be right. John, vou may be righ

it makes se

so therefore I

o2

neicher do you, an

GOV, BUSH: -- to extend the moratorium.
MR, STANTON: Mr. Forbes.

MR. FORBES: I believe the moratorium should be made permanent, because
the

Internet -- {scattered applause) -- the Internet is allowing the growth of
commerce in America. It's stimulating commerce. It also means more jobs,
people

delivering products, it stimulates the sales. And that's why we should
not be

raising sales taxes, as my good colleague here tried to do in Texas, and
we

should be reducing the level of taxation, not raising it.

nTax" should not be part of the vocabulary of the Republican Party.
{rpplause.}

MR. STANTON:

new

mi we
lea

world in it. ¥ i where 1U's going to go. I know that most
women, i

my wife Elaine, like to go and walk through the stores and touch the

things that
they buy. So I'm not afraid of that.

and I think we ought to keep taxes out of the Internet. And if there
comes a

time when they have to be in there because of fairness, that's ancther
matter.

But right now, I'm totally against having any taxation of the Internet.

MR. STANTON: Ambassador Keyes.
MR. KEYES: wWell, I think it's important while it's a fledgling area to

continue the moratorium on taxation. I think it would be a mistake to
make that



for the

community that other businesses bear and since we ought to abolish the
income

tax and move to & national sales tax, I would not want to exclude that
area of

commerce from national taxation under a sales tax when we have abolished
the

income tax.

MR. STANTON: Senator McCain. (Applause.}

SEN. MCCAIN: If we had had Internet taxation over the holiday, American
citizens would have paid an additional $600 million in taxes. This
Internet tax
moratorium

technology. ¥We should do everything we can to encourage it.

There was a recent study that showed 1f we put
we
would have impacted the Internet by as much as 24 percent. The American
people
deserve to have this tax moratorium made permanent. And anybody who is
opposed
to it is obwviously in support of a wmassive tax increase.

MR. STANTON: Time's up, sir. Mr. Bauer.

MR. BAUER: Yes, I support keeping the Internet tax-free. But I am not
going
to be cavalier about what small mom and pop operations on Main Street are
facing. They already get the short end of the stick. They're overtaxed,
they're

in america, a part of America will die that we need to

MR. WILLIAMS: That concludes the guestion-and-answer -- (applause] --
thank
you, Mr. Bauer. That concludes the guestion-and- answer format for this
debate.
It i now time for our closing statements. Each candidate will have 45

seconds.
We're going to begin this evening with Mr. Forbes.

MR. FORBES: Well, thank you all very much for having this debate
tonight. I'm
a conservative Republican. I put forth a bold agenda. It reflects those
conservative principles. The lobbyists in Washington have no hocks in me.
The
kingmakers, the political deal- makers -- they have no hooks in me.

I can do what is right for the American people. And that's why I
proposed
getting rid o
massive
tax cut for the American people, al
allowing you to choose your own scho

=1

this federal income tax, giving you a genuine tax cut, &

wing you to

is, allowing

QWD

it
]

L

th the Washington politiciansg am

I ask for your support. Together we can do great things for america.

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Forbes, thank you. ({(Applause.) Mr. Forbes, thank you.
Senator Hatch.

SEN. HATCH: We are dealing with the current administration, which is
perhaps
the most deceitful and the most corrupt in history. And frankly, we've
got to do
something about it and that's why all of us are running in part.

We've got to restore to the White House somebody who has an impeccable
example to set for ocur children, who is willing to go te the movie
industry and
the music industry and the videogame industry and other industries and

the cobscenity,
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and all of the other things that are wrecking our

s here can bring to the
nk I could do a better

< that's something that al one of u
i f the United States. If I didn’'t thi
job, I
wouldn't be running, so I'm asking for your support.

g



MR. WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch, thank you. (Applause.) Ambassador Keyes.

MR. KEYES: I thought I'd ask the guestion: Where have all the
conservatives
gone? We have folks standing up here who follow Clinton's policies on free
trade, follow his policies on Social Security follow his policies in other
areas, and still want us to believe that they're conservatives who want
to adopt
an approach te campaign finance reform that violates our fundamental
rights as

I think it's time we got back to real conservatism: control cof ocur

¥
trol of cur schoels, contrel of cur country., control of curselves
d on a

restored sense of moral principle that puts the God who gave us our
rights back

in this position of authority. I think it’'s time to renew our allegiance
to

those principles and strengthen our march into the next century.

MR. WILLIAMS: Ambassador Keyes, thank you. (Applause.) Senator McCain.

SEN. MCCARIN: I want to thank all of you for being here tonight. I'm a

proud

conservative Republican with a 17-year conservative record. I want to
return the

government to the people. I want to reform the institutions of government,
education and the military, the tax code. I want to get the influence of
the big

money and the trial

o and
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ration of Americans

Sepator McCain, thank you. And Mr. Bauer.

MR. BAUER: I worked for Ronald Reagan for eight years. I was his
Undersecretary of Education and his Domestic Policy Advisor at the White
House.
My biggest concern is that our party might forget what he taught us about
how to
be the governing party of the United States.

We have to offer a clear, bold alternative. I will do that. My judges
11 be
ro-life. I will get rid of the education bureaucracy and give vouchers

wi
P
and

tuition tax credits to parents. I will make sure that taxes are lower. I
will

follow a Reagan policy toward China. And to
watching on TV, in one year, if I'm elected, vou w
commander chief

you can respect again.

every vet

MR. STANTON: Mr, Bauer, thank vou. (Applause.] Governor Bush.

GOV. BUSH: I'm locking forward to taking my campaign to the people of

South

Carolina and I'm asking for your vote. I appreciate Senator Strom
Thurmond 's

strong support. I appreciate the Lieutenant- Governor, the Attorney
General, the

Speaker's strong support. I appreciate former Governors Beasley and
Campbell's

strong Supporet.

I'm going to remind the people of South Carolina I'm the one person on
this
stage who has ever been elected tc an executive position. I've been the

governor
of the state of Texas. I have cut taxes, I have
have

GOV. BUSH: -- should I pecome the

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Governor Bush. (Applause.) Thank you all for
attending this debate with us. And that is our time for tonight. On
behalf of
NBEC News, MSNBC and WIS television in Columbia, South Carolina, I'm Brian
williams for David Stanton and all the folks gathered here tonight in
Columbia,
South Carolina. Geod night, everybody. (Applause.)

END
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Geed evening and welcome, on beh NBC Mews, MSNBC andg

in Columbia, South Carclina. A big night in a big stave, considered
political
the gateway to the American South for its presidential primary February

STANTON: Next month, South Carolinians will decide who they want to be
the
Republican nominee. And since 1980, the very first Republican primary
here in
South Carolina, won by Ronald Reagan, no Republican has won his party's
nomination without first winning here in South Carolina.

WILLIAMS: Tonight we are going to hear from all six men vying for the
Gop
nomination for president. Let's meet each one of them now.

Alan Keyes, former assistant secretary of state and ambassador under
Ronald
rReagan.

U.s. s

U.S. Senator John McCain from the state of Arizona.
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{APFPLAUSE)

Former Reagan administration ocfficial Gary Bauer.

(APPLAUSE)

The governor of the state of Texas, George W. Bush.

And from the state of Utah, U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch.

(APPLAUSE)

STANTON: We had drawings to determine the order of the guestions and
each
candidate will have 45 seconds to answer most questions. And we begin
with a
gquestion for each candidate, beginning with Ambassador Keyes.

ambassador Keyes, last night you asked where all the conservatives have

gone .

It or
eigh

vea

KEYES: Well, frankly, I don't think that has to be our choice. unless

we make

a terrible error in the Republican Party. I think we have to choose to
stand

forthrigntly for the pro-life position. And if we do not, the party
doesn’'t
stand a chance of winning a victory in November. It will not happen.

{ARPPLAUSE}

This party was pborn of principle. This party will die if it does not
adhere
to its declaration principles. 2and T think that's very clear. I have
said it.
I know most of

throughout

of no matts

]
™
I
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WILLIAMS: Ambassador, Ambassador Keyes, thank you. Next guestion to
Senator
McCain.

Senator, I'm reading from the Associated Press a few minutes ago this
evening. AaAnd I read, it quotes, "two weeks after Ameritech's chairman
held a
fund-raiser for him, Senator John McCain sent a stinging letter to federal
regulators accusing them of being unfair toward the phone company."

and you have said in your own defense that this is part of w is
wrong with

wWashington. However, do you understand now the appearance here and can
you tell

us here tonight is there anything else about the transportation you use,
about

the letters you have written, anything else that you know of that is
about to

come out?

MCCAIN: I have, first of all, no idea. But the fact is that again my
job as
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation is the
oversight of bureaucracies that are supposed to be serving the people.
The
Federal Communications Commission has not been doing that. But all the
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times

when I have weighed in I have asked them to do their duty and to expedite
the

procedures as
regulations,

I will continue to do that job, and when a constituent, a person of

mine who

has trouble -- or a citizen of this country who can't get a reaction or an
answer from a bureaucracy that's paid for with their tax dollars, I
believe that

people like me should weigh in, particularly when it is my responsibility
as

chairman of the committee. I fully understand...

STANTON: Times up, Senator. Thank you, sir.

MCCAIN: Thank you.

STRNTOM: Ladies and gentlemen, again we would ask that vou would hold
your
plause until the end of the debate $0 wg will have more time for the

WILLIAMS: Mr. Bauer, if someone in your family was raped and became
pregnant
and wanted an abortion, and after discussion with you they were adamant
in their
decision to have an abortion, would you support that decision or would
you try
to prevent it?

BAUER: This is a very basic guestion. If my daughter or somebody that I
loved was raped, that would be the most horrible thing I could possibly
imagine,
would comfort her. I would pray with her. I would explain to her

had happened to her by

unborn ch

{APPLAUSE}

But the most important thing, sir, is not what I would do under those
circumstances, but what I would do as president and as president, I would
throw
rapists in jail for a long time so America's women wouldn't have to worry
about
it.

It is, as you can hear from the reaction of tonight's crowd of 3,000
pecple
from South Carclina, a hot-button issue here. The guestion is, does the
flag
cffend you personally?

BUSH: The answer to your question is and what you're trying to get me
to do
is to express the will of the people of the Scuth Carclina is what you're
trying
to get on. ..

No, I'm asking you about



BUSH: Brian, I believe the people of South Carolina can figure out what
to do
with this flag issue. 1It's the people of South Carolina's decision.

{APPLAUSE}

If I may. I don't believe it's the role of someone from outside South
Carclina and someone running for president to come into this state and
tell the
people of South Carclina what to do with their business when it comes to
he
£1

=

t

ag.

WILLIAMS: As an American citizen, do you have a visceral reaction to
seeing
the Confederate flag?

BUSH: As an American citizen, I trust the people of South Carolina teo
make
the decision for South Carclina.

(APPLAUSE}

STANTON: Mr. Forbes has the next question. There are many people on
fixed
incomes with health problems. And by the time, they say, their
medications have
been paid for, they don't have money for food or clothing or other

like this need some help and from what source should

FORBES: Clearly, millions of americans need help on health care. The

major

reason why is they are not in charge of their health care. HMOs are.
Insurers

are. Government bureaucracies are. And that’s not right. And that's
why I

proposed with Medicare that people on Medicare have the same kind of
choice that

members of Congress and those who work for the federal government have,
being

able to choose from several hundred different health care plans. and if
vou

have a need for prescriptive medicines, you can pick a plan that will
provide

that need.

-term care, can do the same

health care back in the hands in the

(APPLAUSE)

WILLIAMS: Tonight -- tonight -- thank you, Mr. Forbes.

Tonight, we're also going to be taking some e-mails. This particular
oneg
comes into us from Carla Harvey (ph) of South Carolina: 40, 50, even &0

years
ago, when a man entered the milivary, he did so with commitment. Along
with

itment by the government. One of

r Hatch, what would you do

veterans are entitled to by baving placed their lives
hands of the United States government. What attraction would you offer
for new

enlistees to encourage a stronger and more vital military presence?

HATCH: wWell, I'11 tell you, the first thing I'd do as president is I
would
make sure that a third of our military gualified for food stamps start
getting
paid decently and honorably.



{APPLAUSE}

Twelve thousand of them are on food stamps. It's terrible.

And to make a long story shert, we have to live up to ocur commitments
£o our
military pecple. One of them was to provide nealth care for veterans.
#e have

about 26 million veterans in this country. A very small percentage of
those

actually apply for this type of health care. But we've got to provide
for it.

It seems to me we've got to make it the best possible health care we can.

{APPLAUSE}

STANTON: We're also going to give the -- we're also going to give the
candidates a chance to ask each other gquestions tonight. And we begin
with Mr.
Forbes, who has a guestion for Mr. Bauer.

FORBES: Gary, you've obvious
in the
Gore campaign,
Powell
and about Congressman J.C. Watts. I believe, and I think you believe,
and I
e we can get our colleagues here tonight together, to ask Al Gore to

Donna Brazile and apologize to two great Americans, J.C. Watts and General
Powell. Will you join me in that?

BRUER: Steve, Steve, you're absolutely right. And let me just say to
the
good people in this audience, you have watched for 10 years while the
Democratic

not caring about the poor, with all sorts of scare tactics -- that we
don’t care

in the face of that, has run for

It is time for us to stand up. We are a party of great principles. Al
Gore's campaign manager ought to be ashamed of herself and she ought to
resign
tonight.

WILLIAMS: Mzr. Bauer, thank you.

ike now to enter a brief phase of short gue
Gentlemen, if you could, answers o e T

STANTON: One Lo WO sentences.

WILLIAMS: We will settle for one to two sentences in length, if you

must .

Senator McCain, you'll begin. All gentlemen will answer this first
question.
Has affirmative action made America a better nation?

MCCAIN: Yes, but guotas have made it worse.
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WILLIAMS: That was your answer?

BARUER: Oh, vou mean the same question?

BAUER: I would agree. I think that the idea behind affirmative action

legitimate and decent. when you start counting by
America,
vou don’'t bring it together
WILLIZMS: Governor Bush.
BUSH: Only if affirmative action means egqual oppertunity for everybody.

WILLIAMS: Mr., Forbes.

{APPLAUSE)

FOREBES: Quotas...

{APPLAUSE)

WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch.

HATCH: When affirmative action means job training outreach and
education it's
good. When it starts pitting one group against ancther throw a system of
preferences, it's bad. And I've got to tell you gquotas are wrong for
America,
and I agree -- egual opportunity is what we should have for everybody.

WILLIAMS: Ambassador Keyes.

KEYES: I think it maybe more important to ask whether it’'s helped the

it was supposed to help. And I think it has actually hurt chem by
damaging the
Yeputat
for
their real achievements, and I think that's wrong.

T
ion ¢f many minorities in this country and not giving them credit

{APPLAUSE}

WILLIAMS: And another -- we have another short answer qguestion. South
Carolinians are going to be voting on a state lottery later this year. A
national gambling commission has recommended no further state lotteries, a
moratorium on them for the time being. Do you agree with that, Mr. Bauer?

s, I do agree w

BAUER: Ye i
i industry is corrup

th it In
ting cur cu

ush, same guestion.
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BUSH: Ifve got a strong anti-gambling record in my state of Texas, but
let me
say something. Just like the flag, the people of Scuth Carolina can
figure ocut
whether or not they want to have a lottery or not. It's the people of
South
Carolina’'s decision to make.
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WILLIAMS: Mr. Forbes.

When the gamb

more
than 20 years ago, I vored against it every time it so I would
urge you
not to think that gampbling meney is going to a berter
education

FORBES: It's a false deal.

{APPLAUSE)

HATCH: Yes, yes, and yes. I have to say that South Carolina has got to
determine its own destiny, and I would certainly support that.

STANTON: ambassador.

KEYES: I think it's very important that we leave these decisions up to
the )
states. But if you solicit my advice
eve leral, state, local --

T

ot gressive tax on the backs of their people.

STAENTON: Senator McCain.

MCCAIN: I believe the pecple of South Carclina made a very wise
decision when
they rejected video poker in this state. It was very harmful.

It was very harmful and ve addicrive. The problem with these
lotteries is
that the poor people are the cones who buy the lottery tickets: and it is
a very

regressive tax. But I would leave the decision
And T will respect and admire their

Thank you. Also tonight we're going to be taking guestions from our
audience. And we'll begin with a Greenville County farmer, Grady Jones
{ph} .

Mr. Jones?

QUESTION: I'll address my gquestion to all of you gentlemen. I am a
farmer.

QUESTION: Most farmers would rather get adeguate pay at the marketgplace
instead of receiving government subsidies to tide them over. Farmers now
get
paid in mest cases less than they got 25 years age. During this time
their
production costs have at least guadrupled.

IzMS: Governor Bush?

BUSH: I would be a free-trading president, a president that will work

tirelessly to open up markets for agricultural products all over the
world. I

believe our American farmers, whether they be the South Carolinian
farmer, or

the Iowan farmer or the Texas rancher, can compete so long as the playing
field

is level.

That's why I am such a strong advocate of free trade and that's
reject
protectionism and isolationism because I think it
farmers.




WILLIAMS: Mr. Forkes.

(APPLAUSE)

FORBES: Clearly...

{APPLAUSE}

... clearly the Clinton-Gore administration has made a hash of fam
policy as they have everything else. There are several things that have to
done. One

is to open up foreign markets, bust them open. They've talked about it:

We also must get the Federal Reserve on a steady monetary policy
instead of
raising interest rates, which damages -- severely damages -- commodity
prices.
It happened 15 years ago.

we must also enforce antitrust laws, and integration in the farm
sector, in
the food sector. All of these things and others I think would help
revive the

farmers in the America

STANTON: Thank you, sir. Senator Hatch.

HATCH: I'm a strong proponent of freedom to farm, but with a safety
nec. We
have to make a transition there, help to support the $8.7 billion
emergency farm
bill. we have the Hatch-Daschle bill that would allow state-inspected
meats to
be so0ld throughout the country like foreign meats can be sold.

We spend § percent of our income on food, the lowest in the world. wWe
spend

-- or should I say %0 days to pay on food, %
Lo pay

for cur taxes. Think about it; a leot more than our food.

got tc do everything we can about v

& W
the antitrust And of courss,

ush foreign markets all over the world as president.

STANTON: aAmbassador Keyes.

KEYES: I think it is very critical, first of all, that we recognize

that we

have to give our farmers access to the kind of capital that they need in
order

to deal with the challenges they face in their marketplace. A banking
system

that is not sensitive to the needs of agriculture is what is destroying
the

family farm and we need to change that.

I would have to disagree with Governor Bush., You want access to

ng and sit down and make thess

understand if they want access to our markets, they're going to have to
give us

in exchange something that is of egual value. And the collectivist
approach

we've been taking hasn't produced that result.

(APPLAUSE}

be
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STANTON: Senator McCain.

MCCAIN: The American farmer is the most productive and effi nt farmer

the world. He or she can compete anywhere in the world as long as we
open the
markets to those products.

u o

3

¢

i But I will lower the barriers to the United
States, fo

products coming into the United States, in return for any nation that
will lower

their karriers to United States products particularly cur magnificent and
wonderful agricultural products.

MCCAIN: I am proud of the American farmer. Our trade with Canada has
increased, our trade with Mexico has increased, and ocur farmers have
benefited
from it. 2nd I believe that one of cur jobs is to protect the family
farmer in
mmerica, and this is the best way to do it.

I will enforce the antitrust laws of this country. If we ever wake up
and
our food supply is contreolled by a handful of companies and the family
farm is
dead, we will regret that for the rest of cur history.

Free trade is fine, but we don't have free trade. For 10 years in a
row we
have given China Meost Favored Nation status and in exchange they have
stuck

their finger in our eye. They buy less of our farm products now than
they did
in the past

Governcr Bush and many others up here would give China Most Favored
Nation
status &gain., I will not. I will withdraw it the first week in office,
{APPLAUSE)

WILLIAMS: Mr. Bauer, thank you. Mr, Bauer, thank you.

Now, Senator Hatch has a question for Ambassador Keyes.

HATCH: Ambassador Keyes, what is missing from these debates, it seems
to me,
is a very substantive discussion of what really America needs. What are

-- we've been discussing a

about

KEYES: Well, I thank you for the guestion, Senator Hatch. I think that
it's
guite clear -- and I've said it over and over again everywhere I go -- I
believe, especially as Republicans, we better face the fact: We don’'t
have a
major economic crisis, we don't have a major international crisis, we
have a
moral crisis that is claiming the lives of our children in the schools
and in
the streets and in the neighborhoods.

wnd we must address that crisis as a matter of top pricrity.

m
= bag
I
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That means that the number one issue facing this country is the issue
that
takes us away from the principle that God gave us our rights, and those
rights
have to be exercised with respect for him.

That issue is abortion. And we better address it forthrightly, up
front, or
we won't deserve to win.

{APPLAUSE)
STANTON: Thank you, Ambassador. We're taking another g-mail now. 2
Columb

ia
minister, the Rev. Eric Skidmore (ph)

"What percentage cf your annual income do you share with charitable
causes?
And how does your household decide how much you will share with those in
need

each year?"

and a viewer called and asked, "Would you be willing to release your
income
taxes for the past five years to show us how much?"

And we begin with Mr. Forbes.

{LAUGHTER)
FORBES: Well, ¥ -- I just -- I just released tax information a few days

=

and I hope to do more in the future. So I have released

I think one of the great strengths of America today is the willingness
of the
American people to give. No other nation does it the way we do. And
that's why
I want to get rid of this corrupt tax code, allow the American people to
genuinely keep more of what they earn. And that way, when they have more
they
give more. With my tax plan, they’'ll have more and there will be more
charitable giving.

HAT The answer's yes, and I have to say that Elaine and I try to --
or, as
I said pefore, I can't even lift Steve's wallet. But the fact of the
matter is
that Elaine and I give about 11 percent of our gross income to charity.
And

we're going to continue to do that because we think it's the right thing
to do
in this country.

and as far as I'm concerned, we don't have anything to hide. If people
want
to see what we make, they'll understand how really poor we are.

rue though: I have no problem with folk

little, in point of fact, I make in the way of income.

I do have a problem, though, with the whole assumption we have in this
society, based on our income tax system, that it is in fact legitimate to
invade
the privacy of individuals or anybody else. I think the income tax



system has

utterly corrupted our sense of liberty, and that's why I think it ought
Lo be

abolished, and such returns should not have to be given or exposed to
anybody --

not mine, not yours, not anyone's.

Bur I believe, in addition to that, that the whole business of the tax
deducticon corrupts the spirit of charity. And that's also why we need to
get
rid of the income tax, so we will really give freely., nct ocut of any
selfish
interest.
{APPLAUSE)}

STANTON: Senator McCain.

MCCAIN: Several years ago, Congress enacted a pay raise, and my
constituents
didn*t think we needed it. I don't know if that was a personal view, Or
of
Congress in general.

that
comes out to around $30,000, $30,000 or $40,000.

so, and I have a very large charitable trust.

But, you know, I'm not here to hype my book, "Faith in My Fathers,”
$24.85,
random House, been on the bestseller list for four months.

{LAUGHTER}

I'm not here to hype that at all, because I wouldn't even mention it
except
it had the most remote connection, and that is that I got $500,000
advance from
Random House, I gave my h
charity, and I continue

f of that, which I shared wi
give those proceeds to chari

STENTON: Mr. Bauer.

BRUER: I just -- before I answer the guestion, I'd like to get a pledge
from
you that if you're involved in a Democratic debate, to be sure to ask Al
Gore
this question.

(APPLAUSE)}

STANTON: Mr. Bauer, I can assure you, if we're involved in a Democratic
debate we will ask the vice president that guestion.

BAUER: But my My wife I are in
nondenomination seriously the biblical
call to
tithe. We give
Tax
ol continues to allow
de: My . Forbes, which

I
000
[l

STANTON: Governor Bush.

BUSH: I think it's important for people in public life to reveal their
income
tax returns. I have done so ever since I've been the governor of the
state of
Texas. Laura and I try to contribute as generously as possible. I'm not
sure
of the percentage to which we have given to charities.




Let me tell you, the great strength of America and why I'm so optimistic
about our country’s future is that the great strength of our country lies
in the
hearts and souls of decent citizens, not in the halls of government.

I intend to rally the armies of compassion all across America should I
become
the president to help people in need with people in heart.

WILLIAMS: Thank you, Governor Bush.

{APPLAUSE)}
WILLIAMS: ambassador Keves, it Senator
McCain,

KEYES: Senator McCain, yesterday we got into a discussion of the

guestion of

homosexuals in the military, and I wasn't quite sure that everyone
understood

exactly what your position was. I have signed the following pledge: In
the

interest of national security and the morale of ocur armed forces, if
elected

president of the United States, I pledge to reinstitute the ban on
homosexuals

serving in our nation's military.

{APPLRUSE)
would you join me -- would you join me, sir, in signing that pledge?

MCCARIN: No, T will not Alan, and you know very well that when pecple

General Colin Powell, General Norman Schwarzkopf and the military leaders
*

ood one -- by the way it

should not

be abandoned as the two leading presidential candidates on the -- it's a
disgraceful statement on the part of Senator Bradley and Vice President
Gore to

say that they would only appoint a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
who

would open -- accept gays in the military. That is a total destruction
of the

entire concept of the military. And we should as Americans reject such a
thing

because of the harmful effects it will have on the military of the United
States
of America.

No, I will not. I will support the present policy.

{COMMERCIAL BREAK]

WILLIAMS: &nd welcome back on behalf of NBC News, MSNBC and WIS-
Television
in Columbia, South Carolina. This is our live coverage of this evening's
debate
among the six presidential candidates for the GOP nomination for
president. We
are pack.
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STAMTCOM: And the next guestion is a guestion from Mr. Bauer to ask of

Thank you very much.

Governor Bush, this is the fourth time in a row that I‘ve drawn your
name to
ask the first guestion to. I think the odds are ten thousand to one. I
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think
I'm going to keep drawing your name until you actually answer the

question.

{LAUGHTER}

{LAUGHTER)

BAUER: Governcr, just a few weeks ago, we transfervred the Panama Canal
back
to Panama. Bill Clinton sent Jimmy Carter there to do it. I believe our
national security is at stake in Panama. We've got a growing Chinese
influence
there.

I'm
going to look at how I can reassert American military forces there.

They've got the land cn both ends of the canal. If I'm president

Are you willing to take the steps necessary including putting our

military
back in Panama in order to stop the Chinese from taking over influence

there?
BUSH: Here's what I'm willing to do.
BAUER: OFK.

for the United States Congress in 1978 in west Texas.
in a twoe-man race...

... but during the course of the campaign I opposed the Panama Canal

Treaty.
Now our. ..
{APPLAUSE}
... our country has signed a treaty; I believe we ought to honor the
treaty.
£ 1 find in any way. shape or form the canal

But when I'm the president, if
is

closed to world
open.

BUSH: It is in our national strategic interest te have a peaceful
hemisphere.
It is in our national strategic interest to have a hemisphere in which

trade can
flow freely.

And I will liberatre the canal if I have to.

WILLIAMS: Governor Bush, thank you.

BAUER: Do you see (inaudible) China in the canal, sir.

We'll wait and see.

BUSH: Yes, we'll just wait and see.

or all

IS
O
I

WILLIAMS: Gentlemen,
of vou.

And we are joi igy of our NBC
television

Gentlemen, I am curious, as an adult what is the biggest mistake that
you
nhave made and what lesson did you learn from it?

HATCH: Can you say it again? Have her say it again.

WILLIAMS: You can ask the question.

TROTTER: One more time, so everybody can hear. Our viewers are curious
on a

personal note, what is the biggest mistake you made as aa adult and what
lesson

did you learn from it



BUSH: dould you like wme to starc?

HATCH: No. ..

WILLIAMS: We are going to begin with Senator Hatch.

BATCH: I don’t know what the guestion is. I couldn't guite understand

I've made so many ©of them in my life that I'm not sure I

pick any one of them.

(APPLAUSE)

HATCH: But I -- I mean, let's just face it: I've made a lot of mistakes.
{APPLAUSE}

I think that -- I think

July 1 so late. But don't worry: don‘'t count me out.

STANTON: Ambassador Keyes, same question.

KEYES: You know, I -- I -- in hearing that guestion I think about the
gest
mistake I might make as an adult would be to treat that as if it's a
question

that is appropriate to be asked.

{APPLAUSE)

KEYES: I, frankly -- and I say that gquite frankly. I think that we

understand that thers ought to be in our public life a certain decorum, a
certain dignity. There are things that I'll tell my priest in the
confessional

that I will not tell you or any other American. OK?

{APPLAUSE}

STANTON: Thank you, Mr. Ambassador.

In terms of what I deeply

for president and the job that

would to do for the pmerican people and so forth and so on, I think
that

maybe mistake I had magde in my public life before I got
involved in

this presidential race was not to have spoken out on the issue of the
life of

the unborn before I did. I spent all those years working on foreign
policy and

did not pay enough attention to the fact that there were those not
Championing




this issue.

STANTON: Mr. Ambassador, thank you. Thank you for your answer.
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forward on it.

[APPLAUSE}

STANTON: Senator McCain.

MCCAIN: Well, for a long time I thought the biggest mistake I made in
my life
might have been when I was sitting in the ready room in an aircraft
carrier in
the Philippines and a guy came on board and said, “We're looking for
volunteers
to switch over to another carrier.”

{ LAUGHTER}

meeting
appearance

of improprie
record and
something that people will judge me for the rest of my life.

And it's something that will always be a mark on wy

WILLIAMS: Senator McCain, thank you.

{APPLAUSE}

BRUER: Well, I just want to point out fo you, ma'am, that if you asked

£ would De an essay answer.

I‘m not going to tell vou the greatest personal mistake I've ever made

because it is personal, but I'11 tell you the biggest political mistake I
ever

made. I made a presentation to the president of the United States, Ronald
Reagan, in the Cabinet Room, and I made the mistake of citing to him a
poll.

and his face turned blood red and he pointed his finger at me and said,
Gary,

den't cite polls, tell me the best thing to do for America. I've never
forgotten those words, and those words will carry us back into the white
House.

WILLIAMS: My. Bauer, thank you.

BUSH: Well, as you know, I've had a perfect background.

{LAUGHTER}

{APPLAUSE}

WILLIAMS: Haven't we all, sir?

BUSH: After all, I was raised by Barbara Bush.



As you may remember, I was in the bus s 1 =3
managing partner -- general -~ managing general partner of
Texas
Rangers. I signed off on that wonderful transaction: Sammy Sosa for
Harold
Baines.

(LAUGHTER)
WILLIAMS: Thank you, Governor. Mr. Forbes.

FORBES: Well, like my colleagues here tonight, I've made my share of
perscnal
mistakes an
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none of us here tonight put tcogether will match

Pl

But, on a professional basis, when I was young and inexperienced, I

wrote

some magazine columns in which, when I was in my 20s, a saw merit in
things like

raising the gasoline tax, raising the age for Social Security retirees and
things like that. But I've learned and grown, that's why I have the
positions I

have today. And I hope the rest of my colleagues in the Republican Party
will

have the same growth.

And now, we're going to pair the candidates off to discuss particular

issues.

we begin with Ambassador Keyes and Mr, Forbes and the issue is negative
advertising. Are you concerned that if you have negative advertising
toward

each other in the Republican primary, that that will hurt the eventual
nominee

in the general election.

Ambassador Keyes?

Senator Hatch on an important issue and point that out in an ad or
anywhere
else, that's not negative campaigning.

KEYES: It's an effort to illustrate the choice before the people. But
if we
turn it into a contest of personalities and snide remarks and efforts to
make
the american people think that there's something wrong at a persconal
level with
others i

for the process, and we shouldn't

WILLIAMS: Mr. Forbes.

FORBES: Mine has always been a campaign of issues and ideas, and I
nelieve
that the American people want an honest, open and vigorous debate about
issues.
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One of the issues, for example, is taxation. I want to get rid of this
tax
code. A couple of my cpponents do not. I think we need a vigorous and
open
debate on that in detail.

pledge, I believe you should keep it. I want that
depate, and I think Alan 1is exactly right. wWe don't
we 4o want to get into principle and substance.

in- Douglass debates; that is what we had with the
ation of our Constitution. And I think today as

in the new century, these kind of issues: health care, education, Scocial
Security, taxes, the life issue...

WILLIAMS: Time's up.
FORBES: We do need an honest, open and vigorous debate.

WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir.

Mr. Forbes, thank you
Qur next -- our next pairing, of sorts, will be Senator McCain and
Governor
Bush -- and gentlemen, starting with the senator, the subject, again is
taxes

MCCRIN: Well, Governor, I know your pecple are running around saying
that
your tax cut is bigger than mine -- that yours is bigger than mine.

{LAUGHTER)

I think the phrase they used was the tax gap between Bush and McCain.

My tax plan fiscally conservative. It’'s about the same as yours for

i
lewer income Americans.

is
middle-income and

It places a top priority on saving Social Security. It cffers a needed
tax
break for middle income people and it begins paying down the national
debt. My
friends, we ought to pay down the national debt.

{APPLAUSE}

George, the American people are tired of people who make promises, who
make
promises about tax cuts that they can't keep.

BUSH: The senator and I have a fundamental disagreement. Let me see if
I can
put it in human terms for yocu.

Chris and Beth Bradley (ph) came to airport today. They make $42,000 a
year
in income. Under the plan that you laid out, Mr. Senator, here in South
Carolina, they will receive a $200 tax cut. Under the plan that I propose
and
will get through the United States Congress, they receive $1,852.00 tax
cut.
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... and the fundamental difference -- the fundamental difference is
that the
additional $1,600 -- the difference will go to Washington under your

idea, and
under my idea it goes into people's pockets.

There is enough money -- there is enough money -- there is enough money
to
take care of Social Security. There is enough money to meet the basic
needs of
our government. And there is enough money to give the American people a
substantial tax cut and that's...

WILLIAMS: Time's up.

Governor Bush.

The next pairing is Mr. Bauer and Senator Hatch.

STANTON: The 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, which includes South

Carclina, has

issued a ruling on the Miranda warning. That's the warning that police
give to

suspects. They said that if police fail to give that warning then they
-- the .
evidence that is gathered is not necessarily excluded. The U.S. Supreme
Court

is considering that.

cur criminal justice

BAUER: You know, I think what we've done for over 30 years with
unelected
liberal judges is favored the criminal over the victim.
{APPLAUSE)
Now, we all want -- we all want to observe the Constitution and to

follow its

provisions. But when the penalty for a policeman's mistake is to put a
criminal

back out on the street, then we are hurting America, we are hurting our
law-abiding citizens.

STANTCON: Senator Hatch.

HATCH: I agree with everything that Gary said, but this involves a
congressional enactment after Miranda was upheld by the Supreme Court.
The
congressional enactment is in section 3501 that basically that if a person
commits & crime and they veoluntarily confess, that confession is
admissible into
a court of law. That's right. That's the way it should be.

point. I have said the most important single

appointed 50

£

b

ve Supreme Court justices. And I can tell

we don’t do it right and if we don't know what we're doing, we're going
to see
the death penalty go.
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HATCH: We're going to see preferences throughout this country and
quotas.
We're going to see all kinds of changes in the law that you can't
believe, like
losing the Second Amendment to keep and bear arms. AaAnd I could go on and

WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch.
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This is an important issus. the most important

ssues
in this whele doggone campaign.
WILLIAMS: Senator Hatch -- Senator Hatch, thank you.
APPLRUSE
Now we -- we go back now -- we go back now to the format of one
candidate

asking a guestion of the other. Now, Governor Bush with a guestion for
Senator
Hatch.

BUSH: Senatcr Hatch, as you know, my good friend, John McCain and I
have a

dispute over

HATCH: You'rs not alone.

BUSH: I believe the McCain-Feingold Dill will hurt the Republican Party

and

hurt conservative causes. I want you to answer to me, you've been
invelved in

this debate on the floor of the Senate. Would you please explain to me
and the

folks of South Carolina why so0 many Republican senators rejected the
McCain-Peingold campaign funding reform bill?

HATCH: Why should I or any other Republican be for a bill that is
unconstitutional, that leaves all the First Amendment rights for the
public
interest groups to speak and do whatever they want to and raise any kinds
of
monies they want to, and takes away those First Amendment rights from the
Two

political parties? That's ridiculous.

I*ve got to tell you we can't 4o this,

Have you ever -- have you ever wondered why all the Democrats love
McCain-Feingold and hardly any Republicans do?

HATCH: Well, think it through, because it would hurt the Republican
Party.
You're looking at the guy that as a brand new freshman senator fought
through

labor law reform that protected all of the South from being -- having
forced
unionization on it. And I can tell you this, John is starting to sound

like the
accordion player whoe only knows cne tune, "Lady of Spain.®

{LAUGHTER!}

HATCH: That was a little tough, I've got to admit.

WILLIAMS; We give you credit for mixing in foreign policy tonight.

STANTON: Can we give Senator McCain 30 seconds to respond to that?

WILLIAMS: We're got Lo get a response from Senator McCain.
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MCCAIN: You know, Secrge, I've always thought tha
country was best for the party. The real scandal in
Monica Lewinsky was the debasement of every insticution ¢f governmen:

You are defending an illegal system. You are defending a system that
has
caused the debasement of every institution of government and it's got to
be
stopped.

ARl Gore said there's no controlling legal authority. Well, I'll give
him a

authority. With John McCain as president, there'll be a
contrelling legal authority. It is now legal in the United States of
America

for a Chinese army-owned corporation to give unlimited amounts of money

£o an

american political campaign. We're awash in it.

You've got a supporter right now that's

WILLIAMS: Thank you, Senator. Thank you, Senator.

MCCAIN: and by the way, I wish you'd change the picture. 2and these
attack
ads are being funded by people...

BUSH: John...

WILLIAMS: Senator, a few -- a few seconds.

MCCAIN: ... that he won't even disclose.

WILLIAMS: Gentlemen, we've got to move on, and the next guestion is from
Senatcr McCain for Mr. Forbes.

MCCAIN: It's interesting in the last debate and through most of this
one that
there has been ne discussion of foreign policy, Steve.

MCCAIN: I think it’s still important. I think the state of ocur
military is
still important. I think the fact that we have a president of the United
States, a national security adviser, the secretary of state and a
secretary of
defense, none of whom have ever spent one minute wearing the uniform of
the
United States of America's military is a disgrace, and we're going to
change it.

{APPLAUSE)

I want to talk t
concerned about Ru
apout
the Caucasus and Georgia and the oil and gas reserves that are there, and

o you about Russia. We are
s f

sia. We're concerned abou

particularly interested in your views of Mr, Purin and what we can expect
and
how you handle our relations with Russia at this particular moment.

FORBES: Thank you, Senator. I think that our relations with Russia
today are
another prime example of the lack of a foreign policy of the Clinton-Gore
administration.

The way they're applauding this coup that just took place where the
thieving
oligarchs of the Xremlin told Yeltsin, Get out, w&'re let you keep your
illegal
gains, we!ll let your family keep their illegal gains and this way we can

the election up, have the war fever from Chechyna.

, perhaps Georgia LOMOrrow,

and Gore have been negligent in not dencuncing
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happening in Chechyna. It's & green light.

STANTON: Thank you, Mr. Forbes. Thank you.

{APPLAUSE)

And our final audience guestion tonight comes from the mayor of Arcadia
{ph) Lakes, about 10 miles from here, Joan Brave (ph).

me cffer some Sout
of South Carelina.

ON: My questicn deals with Internet taxation. Many small town

QUESTI
merchants and big city downtown businessmen are very concerned with the
increasing amount of consumer purchases that are being nontaxed over the
Internet. My guestion, does this pose unfair competition for our local
merchants? and also are municipalities and states missing out on a

possible
revenue resource?

STANTON: And, gentlemen, you have 30 seconds each because we're short
on time
and we'll begin with Governor Bush.

BUSH: I think it's too early to know what the effects are. That's why I
support the moratorium on Internet taxation, and I'1ll support it for
another
thres te five il we know. We've had pecple on
that
e-commerce is going to help mom-and-pop busine <n the town sguares all
across America. They may be right
John, you may be right. I don't know and neither do you. And so

therefore I
think it makes sense to extend the moratorium.

STANTON: Mr. Forbes.

FORBES: I believe the moratorium should be made permanent, because the
Internet -- the Internet is allowing the growth of commerce in America,
it's
stimulating commerce. It alsc means more jobs, people delivering
products. It
stimulates the sales.

and that's why we should not be raising sales taxes, as my good
colleague
here tried to do in Texas, and we should be reduc
raxation, not
it. *Tax” should not be part of th

1g the level of
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STANTON: Time's up. Time's up.

Senator Hatch.

HATCH: We are living at a miracle moment in time. This is the new
millennium. This is cne of the greatest industries in the world. We lead
the
world in it. We don't know where it's going to go.

I know t

@t most women, 1i

through the
stores and touch the things that they buy, so I'm not afraid of that
and I ought to keep taxes out ¢f the Internet. If there comes
a

time when they have to be in there because of fairness, that's another
matrer.
But right now, I'm totally against having any taxation of the Internet.

STANTON: Ambassador Keyes.

KEYES: I think it's important, while it's fledgling area, to continue
the
moratorium on taxaticn. I think it would be a mistake to make that
moratorium



But I don't see any reason to assume that Internet businesses aren't

going to

become robust enough to bear the same level of support for the community
that

other businesses bear. And since we ought to abolish the income tax and
move to

a national sales tax, I would not want to exclude that area of commerce
from

national taxation under a sales tax when we have abolished the income tax.

STANTON: Senator McCain.

MCCAT
citizens

would

moratoe

N: If we had had Internet taxation over the holiday, American

in taxes. This Internet tax

$600 million i d
be made permanent; it should be made permanent toda

gl

The American people are taking advantage of a wonderful new opportunity
with
this technology. W®We should do everything we can to encourage it. There
was a
recent study that showed if we put in this sales tax, that we would have
impacted the Internet by &s much as 24 percent.

The American people deserve to have this tax moratorium made permanent,
and
anybody who is opposed to it is obviously in support of a massive tax
increase.

BAUER: ¥es, I support keeping the Internet tax-free. But I am not
ng t©

going to

be cavalier about what small mom-and-pop operations on Main Street are
facing.

They already get the short end of the stick.

BAUER: They're over-taxed. They're over-regulated. So while I'll keep
the
Internet tax-free, as president I will fight to lower taxes on those small
mom-and-pop stores all over the country. If Main Street dies in Rmerica,
a part
of mmerica will die that we need to keep.

WILLIAMS: That concludes the guestion and answer -- thank you,
r

That concludes the question and answer format for this debate. It is
now time
for ocur closing statements. Each candidate will have 45 seconds. We're
goin
to begin this evening with Mr. Forbes.

ORBES: Well, thank you all very much for having this debate tonight.
I'm a

conservative Republican. I put forth a bold agenda that reflects those

conservative principles. The lobbyists in Washington have no hooks in
me. The

king makers, the political deal makers, they have no hooks in me. I can
do what

is right for the American people.

n

rhat ‘s why I‘ve propesed getting rid of this

enuine tax cut -- a massive tax cu
you

o choose your own doctors, allowing you to chose your own schools
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Social Security rather than the Washington politicians




I ask for your support.

WILLIAMS: Mr. Forbes, thank you.

{APPLRUSE)

Senator Hatch.

Mr.

Together, we can do great things for America.

Forbes, thank you.

HATCH:
impeccable
example to set for our children,
industry, to

We've got

who

the music industry,
it's

time to get together and get rid of the pornography and the cbscenity and
all of

the swear words,
of ocur

chi

and all of the other

1dr

en.

the videco game industry,

to restore to the White House somebody who has an

is willing to go to the movie

and other industries and say

things that are wrecking our lives

STANTON: Senator Hatch, thank you.
{APPLAUSE)

Ambassador Keyes.

KEYES: Last night I asked the guestion, where have all the conservatives
gone? We have folks standing up here who follow Clinton's policies on
free
trade, follow his policies on Social Security, follow his policies in
other
believe that they're conservatives -- who want

Lo re
money,
control of
based on a
restored sense
rights back
in his position of authority.

our of ou

of moral principle tha

I think
strengthen

our march

it's time to renew our alle

into the next century.

WILLIAMS: Ambassador Keyes, thank y

Senator McCai

nt to thank all of you
epublican with a 17-yea

wWa;
R

conservati
want to

rerurn the government to the people.

government, education, the military,

I want to get the influence of the
the

labor unions out of our business and

&nd once we do that then I will be
Americans
to causes greater than their self int

Wamental

serv cur

al con

r country, control of curselves

t puts the God who gave us our

giance to those principles and

ou .

or being here tonight. I'm a d

conservative voting record.

prou
I

£
r

I want to reform the institutions of
the tax code.

big money of the trial lawyers and

give the government back to you.

able to inspire a generation of

erests.
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Please join me in this great crusade.

AMS: Senator McCain, thank you.

el
=
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=

BAUER: I worked for Ronald Reagan for eight vears. I was his
undersecretary
of education and his domestic policy adviser at the White House. My
biggest
concern is that our party might forget what he taught us about how to be
the
governing party of the United States.

BAUER: We have to offer a clear, bold alternmative. I will do that.

My judges will be pro-life. I will get rid of the education
bureaucracy and

vouchers and tuition tax credits to parents.

o

=1

lower. I will follow &

And, toc every veteran here tonight and watching on TV, in one vear, if
I'm
elected, you will have a commander in chief you can respect again.

WILLIAMS: Mr. Bauer, thank you.

WILLIAMS: Governor Bush.

rward to taking my
g for your vote.

the people of Scuth
Senater Strom

I'm going to remind the people of South Carclina I'm the one person on
thisg
stage who's ever been elected to an executive position. I've been the
governor
of the state of Texas. I have cut taxes. I‘'ve reformed welfare. And I
have
insisted upon educational excellence for every child.

I'1l cut the taxes. I'll strengthen the military. I will bring a
conservative agenda that is compassicnate for all Americans should I
become the
president.

STANTON: And thank you all, the candidates, for being with us. And that
is
our time for tonight.

WILLIAMS: On behalf of NBC News, MSNBC, and WIS Television in Columbia,
South
Carolina, I'm Brian Williams for David Stanton and all the folks gathered
here
in Columbia, South Carclina. Good night, everybody.

END

NCTES:

off mike - Indicates could not make out what was being said.

PERSON: JOHN MCCAIN (71%); RONALD WILSON REAGAN (55%); ORRIN G HATCH
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Announcer: January é&th, 2000.
TED KOPPEL, host:
{VO} It began with a pledge of total clarity from the front-runner.

Mr. JOHN DiSTASO: Governor, is this no new taxes, so help me God?

Governor GECRGE W. BUSH: This is not only no new taxes, this is tax
cuts so
help me Ged.

for much of

a

Does anyone--does

Excuse me, I'm not donc.
Mr. GARY BAUER: And it's got te stop.
Senator ORRIN HATCH: Gary--Gary--Gary, excuse me. I'm going to stand
here
and take some time myself. Let me tell you something.
KOPPEL: Still, there were a number of substantive exchanges substantive
exchanges on campaign finance reform, on religion, on gays in the
military.
Senator JOHN McCAIN: I would make sure that a policy that's working,
and is
working, and should work, is continued

KOPPEL: (V0Q) Tonight, THE 2000 VOTE, the Republican debate.

ABC News,

L: Orchestrating a debate among six candidates can seem a lot like
rying to handcuff an octopus while wearing boxing gloves. &and the truth

that since Gary Bauer and Alan Keyes, Orrin Hatch and even Steve Forbes
are not

getting a lot of free face time on naticnal television, there is a natural
reluctance to let go of the microphone just when they feel that they're
getting

a little traction. There was, in any event, a sense of energy about
tonight's

debate in New Hampshire.

With reporters throwing tough, pointed questions and several of the
candidates occasionally jumping in with both feet even when they weren't
being
called upon, it wasn't hard to tell who's who: Xeyes and Bauer hammering

2e

o8 ;4 u

the US tax system. But perhaps, inevitably, most attention will st
focused on the two men who, in New Hampshire at least, are bartling

neck-and-neck, Governor Bush and Senator McCain. And early on in the
debate,

one of the guesticners picked up with McCain where this program left off
last

night, on the issue of McCain's perceived pressure on the FCC to help a
broadcaster whe has contributed to the Arizona senator's campaign.

Unidentified Reporter #1: You say you did nothing wrong. But to
others, your
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actions and words can seem hypocritical. Would you agree that you've
exercised
poor judgment?

Senator JOHN McCAIN (Presidential Candidate)}: You know, the reason why
Itve

worked so hard for campaign finance reform, because all this money washing
around Washingteon and all these uncontrolled contributions taint all of
us. Ko

matter what we do, we are under a cloud of suspicion, and I am ong of
those as

well, &nd that's why I fought so hard and will continue to fight so hard
Lo

clean up this mess and return the government back to the people of this
country,
which they've clearly lost. And since I work there, I know it.

Mr. TIM RUSSERT: Governor Bush, you said today Senator McCain should
answer
these guestions, that he should walk the walk. Has he answered the
question? Is
he walking the walk?

Governor GEORGE W. BUSH: Yes, I think so. My objection with John is
not how
he's conducted hi

chjection is he

mself as chairman of the Commerce Committee, my

hurt the

conservative cause. He's asking us to unilaterally disarm, which I will
refuse

to do.

Mr. RUSSERT: But you have no problem with him...
Gov. BUSH: I thought his answer was fine.

M

. RUSSERT: Next question, John, just take...

Sen. MCCAIN: Can--can I respond to that very gquickly? Look, you know
as well as I do, George, that the unions carry millions and millions of dellars
checks in soft money down to the Demccratic National Committee. Trial
lawyers
do the same thing. You're not--we'll hurt the unions bad if we take away
their
soft money. I'm for paycheck protection. I'm also ask for stockholders
also to
pay theirs. But what you're saying is that we should continue what
happened
1996. That's disgraceful. Chingse money, n money came in to the
campaign. We'll never know about the breaches of security.

@ o

Gov. RUSH: Let--let me ask--let me say somet

Sen. 2 you've got to understand. Right now a supporter of
yours atrack ads, morphing Bill Clinton's face into mine. And
oy the

way, ask them to get a better picture, will you? And...
Gov. BUSH: Let me say here--let me...

Sen. MCCAIN: and ask him--and ask him--ask him at least--at least to
disclose where this money is coming from. This shows you how desperate
these
two people are.

Gov. BUSH: Hey, John, this so-called supporter of mine was running ads
against me in the state of Texas. Let me say something about this

MY Please. Pleass. (Unintelligible)...applauding this. I
mean,
let's the issues that
Mr. N
Gov is the campaign funding reforms
that
John supports. His plan--and T trust your integrity. I trust your
judgment, I
don't trust the plan that you're outlining. It is bad for Republicans
and it's
bad for the conservative cause.

Sen. MCCAIN: You have--you have. ..

Mr. RUSSERT: John DiSta--John DiStaso--we have to move on. John
Distaso,
ancther gquestion.

Sen. McCAIN: ...several million deollars, and I don‘t think you have an
idea
of how important campaign finance is reformed, to restore the confidence

heir government. ..

don't need to do

Rep. MCCAIN: ...because the cynicism and alienation is there., I don't



believe you have a good idea, otherwise, you'd get on board as most
rmericans
want us to.

Mr. JOHN DiSTASC (The Union Leader): Mr. Forbes, you're a wealthy man
with a
tax-cut plan. Tell us why you're not yet connecting or not connecting
with a
large segment of New Hampshire voters? Is it that some view you as aloof
and
out of touch, or--while others may say that you're just not the genuine
article?
Mr. STEVE FORBES (Presidential Candidate): Maybe--maybe you want me to
hug to John. I don't know.
Sen. McCRIN: I'd be glad to, Steve.
Mr. FORBES: Thank you.

Mr. BRUER: Steve, this is the paper that endorsed you!

My. DiSTAS0: I had nothing to do with that. It's not my job.

=

r. FORBES: Well, sometimes you discover when you're a publisher,
reporters

have ideas of their own, and--but that's the purpose of a campaign. I am
independent. The special interests and lobbyists have no hooks into me.
And

that's why I think my campaign is catching on.

KOPPEL: Among those glued to their sets tonight, ABC political analyst,
George Stephanopoulcs who joins us from New York and Kate O'Beirne,

washington

edivor of the Naticnal Review here in Washington.

verall campaign

he specific. One would
s at work here?

Ms. KATE O'BEIRNE (National Review): When Governor Bush said that he

had no

problem with John McCain's behavior as chairman of the Commercial
Committee,

well he doesn't have to lodge any kind of a criticism there, because the
media’s

going to keep alive that story. And given John McCain's, I think,
defense on

the merits in that case, I think he does make a convincing case, that he
was not

improperly interfering on behalf of a donor. And given John McCain's
reputation

for integrity, there's no need for George Bush to go after him there.

with Republican voters is John McCain's campaign

r guarters, but it's not popular

[on

ush get to do? gets to

By
[s)

McCain and Democrats who want &

such as this. And it's also not popular ameng pro-life groups, citizens,
organizing groups, and anti-tax groups. They feel threatened by McCain's
plan,

which would, they believe, inhibit their ability to make third-party
expenditures on behalf of their issues.

KOPPEL: George. ..
Ms. OBEIRNE: That's a big overlap between pro-life and anti-tax groups

and
Republican primary voters.

KOPPEL: (VQ)} George, your take on the same question?

Iowa and not

The caucus and the primaries that bracket New Hampshire

that are dominated by more conservative, more partisan Republicans--in
one way,
I guess, George W. Bush is sacrificing a pawn in order to get the larger

victory.

KOPPEL: All right, let's--let's leave it for a moment. We'll come back
To
the larger issue of the debate as a whole, and the role of religion,
which crept
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back in tonight's debate. We'll focus on that specifically when we come
back.

ABC News NIGHTLINE, brought to vou by...

h ni hi thinker with whom he most identi
Rus

asked the governor what role religion would have in George Bush's Oval
Office.

Mr. RUSSERT: Fifteen million atheists in this country. Five million
Jews .
Five million Muslims. Millions more Buddhists and Hindus. Should they
feel
excluded from George W. Bush because of his allegiance to Jesus?

Gov. BUSH: No. I was asked what influenced my life, and I gave the

answer

the way--an honest, unvarnished answer. It doesn't make me hetter than
you or

make me better than anybody else. But it's a foundation for how I live
my life.

Some may accept the answer, and some may not.
care.

Iv's me. It's what I'm all about.

Mr. RUSSERT: Would the expression...
Gov. BUSH: It's how I live my life, 1It's--it's just & part of me.
Mr. RUSSERT: Would you take an expression like, 'What would Jesus do?!
into
the Oval Office?
Gov. BUSH: Y would take an expression into the Oval Office of, 'Dear,
God,
help me.’
Mr. BAUER: So would we, Governor.
Mr. RUSSERT: In 1%93--in 1993, you suggested, unless you...

Mr. BAUER: And that wasn't very Christian of you! (Unintelligible}.

Mr. RUSSERT: In 1§33 you suggested unless you accepted Jesus Christ as
r

£
says
that you accept Christ and you go to heaven. That was a
some
interpreted that said, ‘I get to decide who goes to heaven. Governors
don't .

decide who gets tc go to heaven. No, sir. God decides who goes to
heaven, Mr.
Russert.

Sen. McCAIN: Let me say something about God, if I could. A lictle

self-serving. I'm the only candidate for president who's actually
conducted

church services. In prison I was named--in prison, I was named the room
chaplain, ncot because I was more religious than any of my fellow cell
mates, but

because I had been to prep school and to the Naval Academy and I knew all
the

services. Buf we had some wonderful experiences in prison. ut one of
the

sermons that I gave, and I'm a great sermoner, as you know, that prepared

is the parable according to when Jesus held up the coin when
should pay taxes. And I said, guoted, "Render unto Caesar that
Render untc God that which is God's." When I'm in the Oval

¥ have a relationship with God, but I'm rendering unto Caesar as

KOPPEL: aAnd we're back once again with Kate O'Beirne and ABC's George
Stephanopoulos. George, you seemed to be c¢ringing a little bit a couple
of
times. Why?

Mr. STEPHANOPOULOS: The phrase that comes to my head when I listen to
Governor Bush talk about religion is he still doesn't get it. There was
a great
concern after the last debate that he had an exclusionary message. And

nswer, I really den't care. What words



general election, he will have to give a speech, much like on John
Kennedy's in

1960 in West Virginia where he talks about the role of religion would
play in

the Oval Office and reassures people that his view--his view of faith
would not

dictate his political and governoring decisions.

KOPPEL: Actually, Kate, Alan Keyes gave a rather an elegant brief little
lecture on the fact that separation of church and state appears nowhere
in the
Constitution.

Ms. O'BEIRNE: I thought that was effective, as Rlan Keyes so frequently

Look, it's 2000. Just as Jokn Kennedy had no intention of inviving the

Ms. O'BEIRNE: Absclutely. Questions were raised about his allegiance

to the

Vatican, but it's the year 2000. I disagree, I don’'t--maybe George is
right.

I--George Bush so cbviocusly speaks personally, you know, about what's
important

to him perscnally. He could be a little more articulate about it. But
that

might go to how--how sincere he is, it's something he feels deeply

abcut. He's

quick to say it doesn't make him better than anybody else, that's
certainly

humble, and I thought it was very effective when he made a little joke to
Gary

Bauer. Not very Christian of you, Gary. He's able to laugh about--about

ary's
ibe to him. I think he handled it gracefully tonight and I can't
T

in any real sense typical Americans.

KOPPEL: When you and I were talking before the program, Gecrge, you
remarked
on the fact that you think both in last night's Democratic debate and
tonight's
Republican debate, you have on the one hand the Democrats moving cut on a
limb a
little bit too far to the left, and some of the Republicans moving ocut on

o
[
b

a litctle too far to the right. Is this what you were talking about with
regard
to the Republicans?

Mr. STEPHANOPOULOS: I--I think so. That's exactly right, Ted. And, you

know, Richard Nixon used to give advice for Republicans. He said 'You
can go to

the right in the primaries and then run to the center in the general. I
think

that George ¥W. Bush can do that, as I said, if he gives the speech. I
actually

pelieve it's a much tougher problem

was a litmus, he would have a

fs for gays in the military. It's going to be harder for Vice
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Gore to back off that than it will be for Governor Bush to expand on his
answer
on church and state.

KOPPEL: Actually, vou've brought us to the very point where I--where I
wanted
to make the transition to cur next segment, because the most heated
exchange
tonight was on the subject of gays in the military. We'll have a portion
of that
exchange when we come back.

{Commercial break)

from tonight's debate. The

. last night on this very stage, both

s for president said that they would require appointees to the

Staff to support allowing gays to openly serve in the military.
you do the same, or would you insist that your appointees oppose allowing
gays

to openly serve in the military?

Sen. MCCAIN: My appointees on the Joint Chiefs of Staff?

Mr. RUSSERT: That's correct.



Sen. McCAIN: I would make sure that a policy that's working and is
working
and should work is continued. I bkelieve that when people like
Col
Powell and other most respected men in America come up with a

Mr. RUSSERT: Governor Bush, would you appoint someone to the Joint
Chiefs of
staff who openly advecated, openly allowing gays to serve in the military?

Gov. BUSH: HNo.
Mr. RUSSERT: Would you appoint...
Gov. BUSH: I'll appoint...

Mr. RUSSERT: Would you appoint an openly gay person to a senior staff or
Cabinet position.

Gov. BUSH: How would I know? I don't ask. Scomebody's sexual
orientation is
their personal business, as far as I'm concernad.

Gov. BUSH: Somebody. ..

Mr ., RUSSERT: If he or she said 'I am gay and proud of it and think that
it's
an acceptable lifestyle?’

Gov. BUSH: It depends upon what their politics are, Tim. Depends on
what
their views are. But I'm--I agree with what John and Gary said about the
military. I'm a don't ask, don't tell man. The purpose of the military
is to
fight and win war, and to be able to deter war.

Mr. ALAN KEYES: Excuse me. I have to tell you, I keep asking myself
excuse
me. Excuse me.

Sen. MCCRIN: Excuse me.

fo
morale, then we ought to stand against it. I know that rank and file
military

pecple do, and I pledge as president of the United States that I will
return to

the ban on homosexuals in the military, and I think that's where we need
to be.

And I believe...

¥

Mr. RUSSERT: Does anyone agree with Mr. Keyes?

Mr., KEYES: Wait, wait, wait. Excuse me, I'm not done. It’'s time that
we all
faced up to the truth. If we accept the radical homosexual agenda, be it
in the
military, 3 i in other areas of our live we are utterly

destroying b i and sexual ility without which
the traditior e
must

oppose € must Oppose it

institut

ouy Ccivi

KOPPEL: Back again with George Stephanopoulos and Xate O'Beirne. Kate,
fzel that several of the candidates kind of missed the point.

Ms, O'BEIRNE: Well, I think--I was surprised that no one on the stage

seemed

to appreciate that homosexuals are banned from serving in the military.
That in

1993, a Democratic Congress reaffirmed the ban on homosexuals serving in
the

military. So they seemed ill informed to that--to that extent, but I do
think--I agree with George--that Al Gore made a very big mistake last
night

adopting a litmus test for the joint chiefs. That would demand that a
candidate

support gay rights agenda before they could join the Joint Chiefs.
Bradley, of

course, answered the guestion
people in the military follow




election

and I do think that the vice president's going to have to figure out a
way to

modify his position to put it more in line with what Bill Bradley said
last

night. I also think that--watching those clips again, Alan Keyes did a
real

favor for Governor Bush tonight, he made him seem tolerant by comparison
to

homosexuals in our scociety. Because Bush almost got into trouble when he
couldn't guite say that he would allow an openly gay person to serve in
his

administration. He was able to avoid the guestion. That's the danger
for the

Republican Party where they seem to say that, you know, homosexuals are
not a

part our society in any

socigt

They " in

End you and I were chatting before the program, and it's--as I said at the
outset, it is a terribly awkward format, and there are at least three
people,

maybe four who don‘'t really have a snowballs chance in hell of getting the
nomination, but they're still in there, making it very awkward for there
to be a

genuine debate, which is normally something that takes place between two
pecple.

Tell me what your thoughts are.

Ms. O'BEIRNE: I thought the debate last night between Bill Bradley and

Al

Gore was a real debate. It was very helpful, They had a real
cpportunity o

explore issues and to go back and forth and you =d something about
both

candidaces, Some

people

TWo way Cons

Republican Party. But having said that, I'm not at all
Bush camp

wants a one on one with John McCain, so the current format you know both
gives

an opportunity to marginal candidates, but it also in this case I think,
the

Bush camp, sort of benefits him.

KOPPEL: Given--given a bunch of poor alternatives, George, is there
anythin
we can do to--to improve this one? We have a number of candidates--even
though
there are clearly one or two who are just not--truly not going to make
it...

& voLo,

how much

cho
both sides. Both front-runners, Gore and Bush, are basically saying
elect me
for what I've done and what I will do. My experience and my agenda. Their
challengers, McCain and Bradley, are saying elect me for who I am,
character and
judgment. It’s a very clear choice and I think it's coming through in the
debate.

KOPPEL: &And the clear choice between liberals con the one side and
conservatives on the other. That's perhaps clearer than it's been in
years.

Mr. STEPHANOPOULOS: More and more. No guestion about it now. As I said
garlier, I think you will see both sides kind of sprint back to the

middle

the general election, but they're being pushed out to the edges in the

you bBoth

A1l right, George and Xate,

in a moment.

{Commercial break)

KOPPEL: Tomorrow on "Good Morning America, " an exclusive interview with
Jeanne Moore, the only American aboard that hijacked Indian airliner.
That's our
report for tonight. I'm Ted Koppel in Washington. For all of us here at
ABC
News, goocd night.
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Thank you, Congressman Kolbe. Secretary Richardson, Dick Matzke,
Minister
Kachamila, distinguished ministers, privare sector re

dson did last night, to
ference. Secretary

Energy Initiative and this Ministerial. Mr. Secretary, I am

Ministerial is

testimony to how far we have come over the past few years -- Africans and
Emericans, public and private sectors -- to build stronger ties and a true
partnership between the U.S. and Africa. In 1994, at the White House
Conference

on Africa, President Clinton challenged us to get to work, *to develop a
policy

toward Africa that would unleash the potential of the African people in
ways

that would lead to a safer and more prosperous world."

I am proud to say that his administration -- werking with all of you --

gy o
Commerce Deps

and implementing creative new initiatives to
strengthen

our partners

Five years ago, we also lacked a comprehensive framework for fueling our
mutual prosperity. Now, we are implementing a visionary new econcmic
policy
toward Africa under the President’s Partnership for Economic Growth and
Opportunity,. Both the House and the Senate have passed the African Growth
and

Opportunity Act -- now awaiting conference committee. And most members of
our

Cabinet -- including Secretary Richardson and most recently UN Ambassador
Richard Holbrocke -- have taken his or her own unigue expertise to Africa.

st this back-drop, the United Sta
goals or the continent: accelerat

I

americans daily. Rarely do

converge
more closely than in the area of energy cooperation. Promoting Africa's
full

integration into global energy markets benefits Africans as well as U.S.
companies and consumers. Environmentally sustainable energy development
will

help spur Africa‘'s growth and protect cur delicate planet for generations
to

come .
Balancing energy development with energy conservation -- an implicit

theme of

this conference -- is not a zero-sum game. Clean energy alternatives and

+

improved energy efficiency will open doors for both African and Amer
entreprensurs in other promising non-energy sectors including agri

; tremendo 4
asit

i
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ture in
the century to Ccome. U.S. companies are well aware of America's growing
stake in

Africa’s energy sector. Americans depend increasingly on Africa -- one of
the

world’'s most untapped energy markets -- to fuel cars, heat living rooms
and

power industry. Last year, sub-Saharan Africa exported some 1.3 million
barrels

of 0il per day to the U.S., or about 16.36% of total U.S. imports,
compared to

23% from the Persian Gulf region. Over the next 10 years, we expect to
rely

increasingly on Africa as a key source of our imported oil.

Wwe will also look to Africa to help fulfill our growing demand for
natural
gas. By the year 2015, global requirements for this energy source -- which
Africa has in abundance -- could increase 85% from current levels

Beyond our traditional invelvement in Africa‘'s oil sector, U.S.

u

N
making large investments in natural gas delivery systems to enable Africa

apture and sell its product effectively. The West Africa Gas Pipeline is

notable example. This innovative partnership, led by Chevron, enjoys
strong U.S.

government support. It will serve our collective interests by delivering
power

to four African countries, catalyzing regional integration, and providing
spin-off projects for companies from all sectors and regions.

Enren is playing a similar role with its $2.5 00 million contract to
develop
a natural gas field, and build a pipeline and steel plant in Mozambigue.
U.s.
investments in developing Africa‘'s infrastructure and tapping Africa's
vast oil
and gas reserves are win-win propositions for all concerned.

nas dedicated rthree guarters of a

ivate sector investment in Africa.

reasing development and technical assistance and improving our

rough fora such as this Ministerial to foster greater reform
, and two-way trade and investment.

Many African governments already have taken significant steps to reform
their
economies and open their markets to U.S. traders and investors. Many are
establishing inclusive political systems, accountable governance and

promoting

respect for human rights. In the majority of African nations -- from South
Africa to Mali to Tanzania -- democratic institutions now form the basis
for

governance. Nigeria is now bravely implementing a remarkable transition to
civilian rule.

investme
regimes,

r markets to form regional economic engines.

his important progress, we all know Africa‘'s profound
nold its people back. Today, 5,000 African families will

@
et

lost loved ones at a funeral service for a victim of HIV/AIDS. HIV/AIDS
is no

longer just a health problem, it is the greatest threat ever to Africa's
security and potential prosperity. It is a crisis of the highest order
which,

if unchecked, can undo all the progress of the recent past. HIV/AIDS is
decimating Africans from all walks of life.

This pandemic can and must be countered directly -- threough enlightened
i destigmatization, prevention, education and provision of

Two countrie

now has
some of the lowest rates in all of africa.

This past summer, Vice President Gore anncunced a $100 million
initiative
this fiscal year to double U.S. efforts to fight the disease globally.
This is a
vital step in the right direction, but clearly, much, much more remains
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to be
done--by all of us.

Persistent conflict is the other major factor stalling African
progress. From
Sierra Leone to Central Africa, and from Angola to Sudan, too many
countries are fighting costly wars that retard growth, kill inncce
civilians,

n

Sierra Leone and provided over $110 million in logistical assistance to
the West
African peacekeeping force ECOMOG.

3till, Africans themselves must decide if their choice is for peace or
for
war. We cannot make that choice, but we can and we must support those who
are
genuinely committed to turning their swords into plowshares. And there
are many
in Africa.

I
H
z
9

geria, despite the historic success of its pecple to democratize
e their nation, communal tensions in the Delra are worrisoms

te helping hand. But no

ands ready and willing to lend an appropri g
r r vit the Nigerian

ibution can match or subs

"

s
ing efforts and continued responsi

and the region’s development goes forward. Ladies and Gentlemen, both the
challenges and the opportunities facing the African people are immense.
Yet,

africans’ irrepressible will to triumph remains extraordinary and
ingpirational.

Their will is our collective hope and already a powerful engine for
Africa’'s

develcpment.

Bach of us in this room has & contribution to make to accelerating
Africa’s
progress and, by extension, our own. Through enlightened policies,
creative
investments, and regponsible
and more

Lynden Johnson, once said, "the test

commitments march our will and courage,

whether we have the will and the Courage to match cur commitments.® We
have much
lefr to do to promote our mutual security and prosperity. Qur efforts --
ican

and American, public and private sector -- must be long-term, sustained,
and

determined. Together, we can and we must not merely reaffirm, but, in
face,

fulfill our responsibilities to better the lives of all ocur people.

2
A

Thank you.

{Distributed by the Office of International Infeormation Programs, U.S.
Departwment of State.)
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President Boris Veltsin, who climbed atop a tank to help usher
democracy into
Russia, stepped down unexpectedly Friday, apologizing for failing to
transform
his nation into a "rich, civilized country.®

In an emotional nationally televised address, Yeltsin, 68, bade
farewell to
his countrymen after eight years in office, during which economic crises,
corruption charges and 111 health tarnished his image as a freedom
fighter.

“Russians should enter the new millennium with new politicians, nsw
pecple
who are clever, we, who have been
for many

years, should rather go," he said, his voice choking back emotion.

Under the Russian Constitution, the prime minister, Viadimir Putin,

becomes

acting president, and new elections must be held within three months.
Putin, the

country's most popular politician, was picked by Yeltsin as his preferred
successor in early September by naming the 47-year-old former KGB
official his

fifth prime minister in 17 months.

With reporters looking on in the wood-paneled president's office in the
Kremlin, Yeltsin passed a black briefcase to Putin containing the codes
for
Russia’s nuclear weapons.

®within hours, Putin granted Yeltsin immunity from prosecution, a
development
some analysts believe could have metivated the resignation.

veltsin's two daughters, his son-in-law and at least 80 other current
edly under investigaticn for corruption and
™

s are repor i
< s by Swiss and Italian prosecutors, as

T
as

vestigation by U.S. authorities.

"Yeltsin is a real political animal. He has been anxious about his
family, "
said andrei Zudin, the director of political research at Moscow's Center
for
Political Technologies, a think tank. ”Putin is a great surprise for him.
He's
proven he's a winner . . . popular and loyal."

Because of heart trouble and other ailments, Yeltsin had turned over
day-to-day rule of the world's second-largest nuclear power to Putin,
including
leading the Russian military assault against Muslim separatists in the
breakaway

republic of Chechnya --- the main reason the prime m

from an

unknown bureaucrat to become Russia's most visible and popular public
figure.

»It's the best present I could have asked for," said Nadia Gorobaya,

student rushing around the capital for last-minute holiday purchases. "He
should

have done this sooner. He's a disgrace as a leader. . . . He hasn’'t
brought us

democracy. In fact, he's brought us almost nothing.®

Indeed, Yeltsin, in his speech, acknowledged mistakes and asked several
times
for forgiveness.

*I beg your forgiveness for having failed to jum
gray,
stagnant, totalitarian past to the clear,

Besides the threat of prosecution for corruption, other analysts said,

£ veltsin's action could have had more to do with the war raging

=
a.
2
)
is)

Chechnya.

For three months, Russia has waged a campaign against Chechen rebels, a
war



the Kremlin has called a fight against Islamic bandits and terrorists.
Russia's

military has relentlessly bombed factories, hospitals and television
stations

along with civilian homes in the southern republic, forcing more than
20,000

people to flee.

against the offensive. This time arcund, however,

majority of Russians back the campaign.

In recent weeks, the Russian army has focused its efforts on taking
control
of the Chechen capital, Grozny, but has stalled after meeting heavy
resistance
from what is reported to be a small pack of rebels entrenched in the
city. The
bulk of the rebel fighting force is thought to have retreated to mountain
hideaways to wait out the frigid winter.

"Putin's popularity depends on a successful war,* says Yevgeny Volk, the
director of the Moscow office of the Heritage Foundation. "Extending the
war
means extending the chances of Russian soldiers coming home in body bags.
Ne

arn

the subseguent backing of other smaller political parties, Putin is the
undisputed favorite to win the presidential race. Those elections had been
scheduled for June.

»veltsin has shortened the electoral campaign period down to three
months
from six months, " said Andrei Piontkovsky., a Moscow pelitical analyst.
"FOr
three months they can keep up this story of success in Chechnya. In six
months,
that would no longer be possible.®

putin met with the Russian Cabinet soon after Yeltsin's announcement,
saying
he would not make any serious changes to domestic or foreign policy in
the thrze
months he would effectively run the government.

In washington, President Clinton praised Yeltsin for putting a

democratic .

structure in place in Russia. "We have had ocur differences . . . but
President

Yeltsin and my starting point has always been how Russia and the United
States

could work together to advance common interests," Clinten said. "In this
spirit,

I look forward t¢ working with acting President Putin as the Russian
pecple

begin this process of making the transition from one democratically
elected

president to the other.”

The Clinton administration has invested much time and money int
relationship with Yeltsin and his multiple governments
occasionally impetuous Russian as the best personification of

ideals
and economic market reforms. Yeltsin's nationalistic b
r

Still, analysts suggest a Putin presidency would be good for bilateral
ties.

"putin is a strong and wise man, one that is not a typical leader in the
Russian mold, * said Zudin. "He served in the intelligence branches that
collected information about the West. He, unlike others, has ingested this
knowledge and knows how other countries work, and approves.”

About the writer

Margaret Coker is the new Moscow correspondent for Cox Newspapers. She
replaces Charles W. Holmes, who will join the Cox Newspapers Wash
bureau
after seven years abroad in Israel and Russia.



various

agencies. She reported for The Associated Press from Central Asia.

Coker is a 1923 graduate of Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Ore.
with &
degree in political science and a specialization in Soviet area studies.
She is

fluent in Russian.

Photo

Boris Yeltsin wipes his eye (above) as he resigns Friday in Moscow. /
Associated Press

rhoto
Lefr: farewell as he leaves the Kremlin. (Acting President
tands second from left.} / Associated Press
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President Boris Yeltsin, who climbed atop a tank to help usher democracy
into

Russia, stepped down unexpectedly Friday, apologizing for failing to
transform

his nation into a *rich, civilized country.”

In an emotional nationally televised address, Yeltsin, &8, bade
farewell to
his countrymen after eight years in office, during which ecconomic crises
corruption charges and ill health tarnished his image as a freedom
fighter.

"Russians should enter the new millennium with new peoliticians, new
pecple
whe are clever, energetic and strong, while we, who
for many
vears, should rather go,* he said, his voice chck

Under the Russian Constirution, the prime minister, Viadimir Putin,
becomes
g president, and new electicns must be held within three months.

country’'s most popular politician, was picked by Yeltsin as his preferred
successor in early September by naming the 47-year-old former XKGB
cfficial his

fifth prime minister in 17 months.

With reporters looking on in the wood-paneled president's office in the
Kremlin, Yeltsin passed a black briefcase to Putin containing the codes
for
Russia's nuclear weapons.

Within hours, Putin granted Yeltsin immunity from prosecution, a
development
some analysts believe could have motivated the resignation.

veltsin's two daughters, his son-in-law and at

I
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o
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said Andrei Zudin, the director of political research at Moscow's Center
for

political Technologies, a think tank. "Putin is a great surprise for him.
He's
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proven he's a winner . . . popular and loyal.®

Because of heart trouble and other ailments, Yeltsin had turned over
day-to-
day rule of the world's second-largest nuclear power to Putin, including
leading
the Russian military assault against Muslim separatists in the breakaway
republic of Chechnya --- the main reason the prime minister skyrocketed
from an
unknown bureaucrat to hecome Russia's most visible and popular public
figure.

Russians busily preparing for New Year's Eve, traditionally their
biggest
noliday of the year, reacted calmly and with relief to veltsin's
announcement

"It’s the best present I could have asked for," said Nadia Gorcbaya,
13, a
student rushing around the capital for last-minute holiday purchases. "He
should
have done this sooner. He's a disgrace as a leader. . . . He hasn't
brought us
democracy. In fact, he's brought us almost nothing.n

Indeed, Yeltsin, in his speech, acknowledged mistakes and asked several
times
for forgiveness.

"I beg your forgiveness for having failed to jump in one leap from the
gray.

stagnant, totalitarian past to the clear, uture,* he

vy
want to beg forgiveness for your dreams
leaving.
done what

S

=

Besides the threat of prosecution for

iming of Yeltsin's action could have had more to do with the war raging
Chechnya.

For three months, Russia has waged a campaign against Chechen rebels, a

war

the Kremlin has called a fight against Islamic bandits and terrorists.
Russia's

military has relentlessly bompbed factories, hospitals and televisien
stations

aleng with civilian homes in the southern republic, forcing more than
20,000

pecople to flee.

people died in the first Chechen war from 19%% to 1598

and conscri

In recent weeks, the Russian army has focused its efforts on taking

control

of the Chechen capital, Grozny, but has stalled after meeting heavy
resistance

from what is reported to be a small pack of rebels entrenched in the
city. The

bulk of the rebel fighting force is thought to have retreated to mountain
hideaways to wait out the frigid winter.

"Putin's popularity depends on a successful war," says Yevgeny Volk, the
director of the Moscow office of the Heritage Foundation. "Extending the
war
means extending the chances of Russian soldiers coming home in body bags.
Mo
politician wants that."

uent backing of other smaller political parties, Putin is
win the presidential race. Those elections had been

"Yelrsin has shortened the electoral campaign period down to three
months
from six months, " said Andrei piontkovsky, a Moscow political analyst.
"For
three months they can keep up this story of success in Chechnva. In six
months, that would no longer be possible.®

Putin met with the Russian Cabinet soon after Yeltsin's announcement,
saying
he would not make any serious changes to domestic or foreign policy in
the three
months he would effectively run the government.

"HNothing must change in our work. Russia‘s
change, "



Putin said.

s
de i

scructurg in ce in Russia. "We have had our differences . . . but
President

Yeltsin and my starting point has always been how Russia and the United
States

could work together to advance common interests," Clinton said. *In this
gpirit,

I lock forward to working with acting President Putin as the Russian
people

begin this process of making the transition from one democratically
elected

president to the other.”

The Clinton administration has invested much time and money into its
relationship with Yeltsin and his multiple governments, portraying the
occasionally impetuous Russian as the best personification of democratic

ideals
and economic market reforms. Yeltsin's nationa
current

cor
Pre
Chec

U.s. the end
of t
Col

Still, analysts suggest a Putin presidency would be good for bilateral
ties.

"putin is a strong and wise man, one that is not a typical leader in the
Russian mold, * said Zudin. "He served in the intelligence branches that
collected information about the West. He, unlike others, has ingested this
knowledge and knows how other countries work, and approves.®

About the writer

Margaret Coker is the new Moscow correspondent for Cox Newspapers. She
replaces Charles W. Holmes, who will join the Cox Newspapers Washington
bureau

after seven years abread in Israel and Russia.

reported for The Asscciated Press from Central &sia.

Coker is a 19%3 graduate of Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Ore.,
with a
degree in political science and a specialization in Soviet area studies.
3he is
fluent in Russian.

GRAPHIC: Photo

Boris Yeltsin wipes his eye (above) as he resigns Friday in Moscow. /
Associated

Press

Photo

Left: A dramatic farewell as he lesaves the Kremlin. (Acting President
viadimir

putin stands second from lefr.} / Associated Press
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2000 election the presidential campaign is already many months old {some
would

argue it began in 1996, with Al Gore's speech at the Democratic Party
Convention

in Chicago) . Campaigns are nonstop and year-round, and governing is

Brookings

Review
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intimately

linked to the campaigns in a continucus loop. Campaign consultants move
without

pause from the campaign trail to work for the wvictorious elected
officials,

helping to shape their policy messages and frame issues for advantage in
the

next campaign. Legislative proposals, routinely subject to intense
polling and

thereafter. Outsids

Private gri
government an
for
politically embarrassing revelations about their opponents. Party leaders
and

other elected officials devote more and more of their energies to building
campaign war chests, which both distracts from and shapes their governing
responsibilities. Reporters increasingly cover policy battles in Congress
and

the White House as campaigns, with the focus on who is winning and losing
and

noct on the stakes involved. Campaigning is governing is campaigning.

It was not always so. For most of BEmerican history, campaigns
generally were
confined to the latter half of election years, and when the campaign
ended, the
governing began--after a lengthy transition interval. Pelicymakers knew
that
campaigns could and often would be rough-and-tumble, even harsh, contests

't

course that once the were over,

bz allies. Campaign bitterness was generally

one ‘s opponent, not all the members of his or her party. The day after the
election, campaign materials were put away, as Chrisctmas lights are boxed
and

rerurned to the attic after the holidays, and the tools and personnel for
governing emerged.

The Bad New Days?

america is not geing to return to that bygone era. The hundreds or

thousands

of campaign consultants, public relations firms, political pollsters,
issue

advocacy organizations, party campaign committees, and congressional
leadership
campaign orga:
Journalists wi
not easily st
though chey
were horse races.

zations will not disappear guietly or fade away.

1
1
D covering campaigns and policy negotiations alike as

vthing about our pol
T erythin

1
d.
The permanent campaign has not kept Americans from throwing incumbent
administrations out of office, showing their displeasure with policy
direct
and signaling their desire for change. But we have paid a price for the
transcendence of campaigning over governing. One part of the price has
come in
public cynicism and disengagement. Less than half the voting-age
population cast
a pballet in the last presidential election, almost 14 percentage points
below
the turnout in 1960. Moreover, the youngest cochorts' striking
disengagement from
politics promises even lower turnout rates in the future.

Contemporary election campaign practices, including atrack ads with
nasty.
inaccurat nfair charges
1 isfi i electoral

q ks
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Most importantly, campaigning seems increasingly antithetical to

governing.

Parties and individual officeholders routinely manipulate the policy
process to

gain tactical advantage in the next election. And candidates often frame
campaign themes and take positions in ways that frustrate rather than
facilitate

the task of governing after the election. Campaigning intrinsically is a
zero-sum game, where there is a winner and a loser. Governing ideally is
an

ve game, where a bread policy coalition lets many on all sides
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victory. The more campaigning absorbs governing, the more di
coalition-building becomes.

Combating Public Cynicism
idespread criticism of campaign practices and coverage has prompted a

deal of soul-searching within the media and efforts by reform groups to
improve

public deliberation in presidential elections. But changing today's
system will

require more than pious exhortation. As the Task Force on Campaign Reform
reported recently, "candidates want to win elections, journalists want to
exercise their craft, media executives want to earn profits, citizens
want to be

informed and entertained and see the ’right' candidate win." Proposals for
improving the practice and coverage of presidential campaigns must serve
the

interests of these key actors if they are to have any chance of being
adopted

and sustained

The early stages of the 2000 presidential campa

for

encouragement that the dialogus will be fruitful.
race.

campaign tactics. and scandal coverage during 195%9--and ample cynicism
and hype

on the talk news shows--the press has already provided substantial
information

about the major candidates, including their backgrounds, records, and
posiciens,

and the major themes of their campaigns. They have also done a good job
combing

the policy agenda, as defined by both experts and ordinary citizens. a
crucial

test is whether they will be willing to repeat this information, in
clever and

insightful ways, when potential voters are paying more attention to the
campaign.

But even if they deo, something will be missing. Voters could well fingd
this
material about the candidates in more accessible and entertaining formats
isi idential

ion for making their de si
st eration

C1S51
impressive form of public

b

ack crucial i i
tes could engage in a mo

for governing. what would be missing in

a clear sense of how the presidential candidates would govern if

Preparing to Govern

Strikingly underplayed in the conduct and coverage of presidential

campaigns

is the host of questions about governing that become absolutely central
the day

after the election--to the president-elect and his key advisers, to the
new

Congress, to the pool of candidates for high-level pelitical
appointwents, and

to the same journalists who 1 [
campaign--not to mention o the izens wal

now

¢ process over substance st that

equally to all
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ients as well as by the broader political, economic, social, and
security context in which they operate. But variations in strategies of
governance are no excuse for an absence of forethought about which
strategies

are most appropriate and offer some reasonable chance of success. These
consigderations deserve a full airing during the campaign.

we provide here a series of guestions about governance that should be
raised
during the upcoming campaign--by candidates with their opponents. by
citizens in
town meetings, by debate sponsors in planaing major televised events, and
by
journalists in inrerviews and background stories--all done in a way that




staff,

cabinet, and subcabinet? What will you do to get people in office and
serving on

day one of your administration?

* what kinds of people will you recruit to each level of your
administration? How will you convince guality people to join your
administration, given many Americans' reticence about public serv

rice?

What will you propose teo reverse the increasing delavs in nominating
and
confirming high-level presidential appointees?

ates for the presidency do not talk about how they will prepare

Can:

o

govern, fearing it presumptuous to plan for a transition before being
elected.

This reluctance to plan has increasingly slowed the start of new

administrations, who waste precious weeks between the election and the

inauguration because of a lack of forethought about shaping the new White
House

and presidential team. Transition planning is not presumptuocus. Indeed,

candidates who fail to make concrete preelection provisions for governing
are

lacking in seriousness of purpose.

The task of staffing a new administration is staggering: more than

€,000

presidential appointments, including roughly 600 Senate-confirmed cabinet
and

subcabinet members, 600 noncareer members of tf
ancther 1,500 Schedule C personal and confiden
federal judges, and several thousand members O
commissions.

T verage tenure of p

s 5

be

% inauguration, they can be delayed for months into the presidency,
cr 1

uncertainty in agencies and gaps in policymaking. A strategy, process,
and early

start are essential for smooth and responsive policymaking and
administration.

2. Questions about agenda

* what are your specific plans for the first 100 days of your
administration?

* How will you meet the requirement for submitting a budget for the new
fiscal year early in your administration?

= What legislative proposals will you put before Congress first?
* what do you consider the greatest risk in launching a new
administration
--trying to accomplish too little or too much?

A smooth., g is a successful presidency. 0f course,
ach new
administration faces a unigue set of pelitical and policy possibilities
that

emerge from the particular campaign and election results. But
presidents-elect

have not always thought through the contingencies and related them to an
initial

strategy for governing, in part because they are seldom asked about these
matters before Election Day. And that has occasionally led them to
miscalculate

what can be accomplished early in their administrations and how best to
proceed.

3. Questions about relations with Congress

* In recent years Congress has become more partisan and ideologically
polarized, with narrow majorities that make party government problematic
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swer centrises available te help build bipartisan coalitions. How

nrend to work with this new Congress?

ther your party

both houses of Congress?

routine, setting the bar at &0,
not 50

votes for most key issues. How will you attract the necessary
supermajorities in

that chamber, especially on controversial policies such as managing the
budget

surplus, adjusting or restructuring Social Security and Medicare,
increasing

access to health insurance, and altering the federal role in education?

Mcst plausible scenarios for the 2000 elections would leave both
houses of
Congress with narrow majorities, even if the presidential outcome is
lopsided,
which seems unlikely. The new president may well
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members of Congress are more likely to hear f£rom activists and donors who
reinforce the ideological polarization of the parties. Grappling with
these

forces is one of the biggest challenges facing the new president.

4. Questions about governing in the era of the permanent campaign

* In the words of peolitical scientist Hugh Heclo, "Not just presidents

but

everyone with an active interest in what happens in Washington now
engages in

continuous efforts to orchestrate, amplify, and inject the presumptive
voices of

the American people ... into the formulation and management of natiocnal
policy."

Policymaking occurs in a context of “permanent, professionally
and

adversarial campa
survival of the p

of those
How will

strategies of governance?

Wwe have entered an era in which politicians must campaign to govern and

govern by campaigning. It will do no good to try to obliterate the
elements of

our politics, communicaticns, and culture that contribute to thig
phenomenon.

Some reforms may help, but they will not perform miracles. Potential
presidents

as well as journalists and citizens need to think through and talk
through the

implications of this permanent campaign and explore how it can be
exploited or

adapted to serve pbroader public purposes. Successful presidents must
adapt their

policies and strategies to the enviromment of the permanent campaign.

o
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mong
nhave contributed to very rocky relations between the

at steps would you take to build domestic political support

for your
foreign policy leadership?

The assumption of bipartisan support for foreign policy is nc longer operative in the post-Cold War era. Foreign policy increasingly has
to
resemble domestic policy in its political dynamics. Beyond an ambiguous
and
unenthusiastic internationalism, little agreement exists on the
appropriate ends
and means of American foreign policy. Deep-seated differences, often

cutting

across the usual ideological and partisan boundaries, exist on a wide
range of

international matters, including the role of multilateral institutions,
the

place of labor and environmental standards in trade negotiations, the
conditions

ng humanitarian military intervention,

China, and the nature of our economic and political
with Russi The temptation, in 2 permanent cawmpaign mode, is for
candidates to

exploit these differences for ideological or partisan advantage, without
regard

for the consequences for managing an effective foreign policy.

6. Questions about reform

* What structural changes--if any--would you seek in our political
institutions and processes to improve governance and to help achieve your
policy
ambitions for the country?

There is no panacea here, but the possible areas for constructive
structural
change are legion:
political
appeintees and the structure of executive management, early orientation
and

trangition planning, the number of

s
campaign finance laws, ethics and financial disclosure reguirements, the



process, the national security policy apparatus, and the applicaticn of
fast-track provisions in Congress to additional policy arenas.

what's Possible?

Whether these questions can be insinuated intc the 2000 campaign

dialogue

depends on our creativity in designing interesting and entertaining
formats and

in demonstrating that the interests of candidates, citizens, and the
media are

served in sc doing. The permanent campaign will not disappear anytime
soon, but

constructive steps can and should be ¢
campaign to

rove the climate for governing in the new millennium.

Thomas Ma is W. averell Harriman
r n

1 O ns; is resident schola
American Enterprise Institute. They are collaborating on the T
Governing Project, funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts.
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HEADLINE: YELTSIN QUITS, HANDS REINS TO PUTIN
BYLINE: Margaret Coker, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

DATELINE: MOSCOW

President Boris Yeltsin, who climbed atop a tank to help usher
democracy into
Russia, stepped down unexpectedly Friday, apologizing for failing to
transform
his nation intoc a *rich, civilized country.”

"Russians should enter the new millennium with new politicians, new
people

who are clewver, energetic and strong, while we, who have been in power
for many

years, should rather go," he said, his voice choking back emotion.

Under the Russian Constitution, Prime Minister Vliadimir Putin, the

country’'s

most popular politician, becomes acting president, and new elections must
be

held within three months. Yeltsin tapped Putin as his preferred successor
when

the 47-year-old former KGB official became the fifth prime minister in 17
wmonths

in early September.

looking on in the wood-paneled president

With reporters ent
itsin passed a black briefcase to Putin contai

emlin, Ye

K
or

I

Russia's nuclear weapons.

Wwithin hours, Putin granted Yeltsin immunicy from prosecution, &
development
some analysts believe could have motivared the resignation.
yeltsin’'s two daughters, his son-in-law, and at least 60 other current
and
former Kremlin aides are reportedly under investigation for corruption and
bribery charges in separate cases by Swiss and Italian prosecutors, as
well as a
money-laundering investigation by U.S. authorities.

*yYeltsin is a real political animal. He has been anxious about his
family, *
said Andrei 2Zudin, the director of political research at Moscow's Center
for

political Technolegies, a think tank. “Putin is a great surprise for nim.
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He's
proven he's a winner . . . popular and loyal.®

sin's resignation was unexpected but not surprising. Rumors have
ated in Moscow £ months that the ailing politician would step

circu or
down - 1if

he did not die first. Yeltsin had gquintuple heart bypass surgery three
years

ago, and has repeatedly been hospitalized for pneumonia and other
illnesses.

He had turned over day-to-day rule of the world's second largest nuclear

power to Putin, including leading the Russian military assault against
Muslim

separatists in the breakaway republic of Chechnya - the main reason why
the

prime minister skyrocketed from an unknown bureaucrat to become Russia's
most

visible and popular public figure.

Russians busily preparing for New Year's Eve, traditicnally their

biggest
holiday of the year, reacted calmly and with relief to Yeltsin's
announcement .
"It's the best present I could have asked for,* sail
g-year-old student rushing around £ la

*He should have doneg

»I beg your forgiveness for having failed to jump in one leap from the
gray.
stagnant, totalitarian past to the clear, rich and civilized future," he
said.
"X want to beg forgiveness for your dreams that never came true. I am
leaving.
I've done what I could."

war in Chechnya a factor

es the threat of prosecution for cerrupticn, others said the

in's action had more to do with o}

Russia has waged a three-month campaign there against O
the Kremlin has called a fight against Islamic bandits and terrorists.

military has relentlessly bombed factories, hospitals and television
stations,

along with civilian homes in the southern republic, forcing more than
20,000

people to flee to neighboring regions.

At least 30,000 people died in the first Chechen war from 1994 to 1996,
many
of whom were civiliang and conscript Russian soldiers. The death toll

turned
public opinion in Russia against the offensive. Th time around, however,
casualties are minimal and a majority of Russians back the campaign.

fighting forc
out the £ i

ularity depends on a successful war, " says Yevgeny Volk, the
e Moscow office of the Heritage Foundation. "Extending the

“putin's po
director of ¢
war
means extending the chances of Russian soldiers coming home in body bags.
No
politician wants that."

D
hat

Russians on Dec. 19 voted for a new parliament, handing a surprising
victory
to the pro-Kremlin Unity Party that Putin backs. With this strong showing

and

the subseguent backing of other smaller political parties, Putin is the
undisputed favorite to win the presidential race. Those elections had been
scheduled for June.

syeltsin has shortenad the electoral campaign pericd down to thres

months, " said Andrei Piontkovsky, a Moscow political analyst.

ths they can keep up this story of success in Chechnya. In six

months,
that would no longer be possible.”



Putin met with the Russian Cabinet scon after Yeltisin's announcement,
saying
he would not make any serious changes to domestic or foreign policy in
the three
months he would effectively run the government. Itar-Tass news agency
reported
that elections would tentatively take place on March 2§.

"Nothing must change in cur work. Russia's foreign policy will not
change, "
Putin said.

In Washington, President Clinton praised Yeltsin for putting a
democratic
structure in place in Russia. "We have had our differences , . . but
President
veltsin and my starting point has always been how Russia and the United
States
could wor

statement .

nIn
as the
Russian people begin this process of making the transition from one
democratically elected president to the other,* Clinton said.

Acting President Putin

The Clinton administration has invested much time and money into its
relationship with Yeltsin and his multiple governments, portraying the
occasionally impetuous Russian as the best personification of democratic

ideals

and economic market reforms. Yeltsin's nationalistic blustering and
current

corruption allegations have been an embarrassment to both Clinton and Vice
President Al Gore.

Moreover, with high-profile disagreements over Kosovo and Chech
U.S.-Russian relations have dropped to their lowest point since t
of the

©il1l, analysts feel a Putin presidency would be a good development for
ateral ties.

"putin is a strong and wise man, one that is not a typical leader in the

Russian mold, * said 2zudin, of the Center for Political Techrologies. "He
served

in the intelligence branches that collected information about the West.
He,

unlike others, has ingested this knowledge and knows how other countries
work,

and approves."®

If a single image marked Yeltsin's mercurial political career, it was
clambering atop a T-72 tank in 19%1 to defend the government of

then-President

Mik Gorpachev against a coup attempt by Soviet legislators unhappy
with

ref Two years later, Yeltsin, now president, would put down another
attempt

to topple the government

ears, however, the leader has become more the butt of joke

the admired democrat, with approval ratings in the single digits.

NOTES:
Ran all editions.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO (2 C & 1 B&W, 1. (C) Yeltsin: The former leader apologized
for

his failures., 2. (C)} Putin: Grants Yeltsin immunity from prosecuion. 3.
{B&W)

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS file photo, Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left)
reads a

statement from atop an armored personnel carrier In Moscow in 1921 urging
Russians to resist a hardline takeover of the central government
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THE SEARCH FOR PEARCE IN THE CONGO

Cur delegation has come to Africa on this trip, which began five days
ago,
as part of the commitment of President Clinton, Secretary of State
Albright, and
the entire national security team to elevate African issues on our list of
naticnal priorities.

I have discussed this issue often with President Clinton, and I know

how
deeply he feels about Africa, how deeply he feels that the region needs
more
attention ~-- from the United States, from the Congress,
people, and from the media -- and how t

£
he region ngeds wmo

two years ago. but he encouraged

in the area, but not in South

t six weeks ago. The United States called for and chaired a special

Security Council Ministerial on Africa, and last spring, Secretary
Albright

hosted hundreds of African leaders from 50 nations in Washington for the
first

U.S.-aAfrican Ministerial meeting.

when the United States assumes the Presidency of the Security Council
next
month, in January 2000-- the first month of the first year of the new
millennium
-- I wish to anncunce today that we intend to make Africa the priority of

the

month. In fact we intend teo call January of next year the *Month of
Africa* in

the U.N. Security Council. We will hold at least four public meetings of
n

and we will announce the subjects of the others in the near future after
consulting with other members of the United Nations.

I wish to draw your attention to the fact that in the United States,
as most
of you know, foreign policy and our budget are determined in close
consultation
with the independent Legislative Branch, the Congress; for this reason I
am
particularly delighted that I am accompanied on this trip by Senator Russ
Feingold of Wisconsin, who is the senior United States Democratic Senator

st heart/
vacario

refugee camps in southern Sudan and who has a deep interest in Africa --
shows

that the region is not going to be ignored by its most enlightened
members. But

clearly the Administration’s aspirations for Africa will continue to run
ahead

of the re sources that are allccated to this continent's problems. That is
unavoidakle and the nature of cur system.

Given the fact that there will always be a gap between resources and
rhetoric, we in the United States face a choice: we can scale back our
objectives, or we can continue to aspire to the larger goals even when

they
appear to exceed the resources that have been allocated to them. I for

and I know this view is shared by

Secretary of State Albri

It's bercter to dream the


http:al\.:a.ys

larger

dream and try to lead people towards it. In the coming year we will work
long

and hard to attain more support for our programs. We will continue to
make the

case that it is in America's interest to see an Africa that is at peace,
prosperous, and whose people are free and empowered to shape their own
destinies.

No nation exemplifies this hope more than South Africa. I am honored

to be

able to give the only speech of our ten-nation trip here in Pretcria,
here in

South Africa, because your nation is an inspiration to people not only on
this

continent, but throughout the world, including the United States. I am
but one

of the many people who had long feared a blocdy outcome in Scuth Africa,
and who

watched some of the world's most inspiring leaders effect a peaceful
transition

nere. I watched on television that historic day in 1990 when Nelson
Mandela lef

jail and i
entire day

and, like many of you, was moved in the most profound and emotional way.
And

vesterday our delegation was deeply privileged to meet with two of your
great

leaders, former President Nelson Mandela and President Mbeki.

4
t was broadcast live by CNN around the world; I watched the

But South Africa, like many nations around the world who have only
recently
replaced one repressive system of government with another of democracy and

freedom in individual rights, still faces many challenges -- whether
assuring

that South Africa's full eccnomic potential reaches svery or
fighting

crime and corruption, or healing the legacy of racial divisions and
oppression

I am particularly concerned, lst me say -- and I know that Senator
Feingoeld

shares this view and has introduced legislation to deal with it in the
Senate -

with the issue of AIDS, all around the world, but especially in Africa,
given

the statistics which we have been hearing in every stop of this trip. It
threatens development and progress everywhere, including most definitely
in this

great nation. Pretending the AIDS problem does not exist, failing to
destigmatize it, hiding it, or obscuring its true nature, will only wmake
it

worse. We faced these problems in the United States a decade ago and were
too

slow to react and it wa s only when we destigmatized the problem, brought
it out

of the closet and explained to everyone that it strikes pecple
indiscriminately and the massive danger that AIDS is that we began to

deal with

itp. Let me say that it is clear to add that on the basis of what we have
been

told here and by experts in New York and Washington, that this is not
Jjus

he prebler that can sap the economic
dewv ¢

and i futu 3 that are making very significant
cconomic

pr I regret to say, the threat that it
pos

thi

Let me assure you that we are trying to understand the challenges you
face.
Cur own history is proof that government of the people, by the people and
for
the people is not always easy. Political, economic and social change
rarely
occur overnight. The journey to freedom can be long and frustrating, but
it is
worth the effort. And for you, like your brethren in Eastern and Central
Europe,
the journey has just begun. The chall
creativity, capacity and determination of thi

As

enges are formidable, but so is the
n is n rs and

nation's leade

our trip

Winston

Churchill, and their colleagues, when, during World War II, they laid the
foundations conceptually and then, at the end of the war, created and put
into

being the United Nations itself.

Today, the U.N., and the concept of collective security is challenged
as
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never before. Around the world, from Bosnia and Xosove to XKashmir and
East Timor

-- as well throughout the great continent of Africa -- we confront a
series of
oblems thart are daunting

»
3

must be handled on its own merits an
But there are common threa
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In every crisis, every warring partner always argues the unigueness of

i

o

s
historical grievances. In every crisis in every part of the world we are
told:

‘you are ignoring us and paying attention to the other regions of the
world. "

The complaints that we have heard here on our trip and in the States about
neglect of Africa, are word for word identical to those we heard a week
ago in

Indonesia and East Timor, and that I have heard for the last few years in
Bosnia

and Koscvo. They are not unigue to Africa. As I travel the world -- and
in the
last three months I have been to four main arenas of U.N. responsi

Besnia, Kosovo, East Timor, and now Africa -- I'm struck by
characreristics that

are common to all these problems: the breakdown cf states, ethnic hatred,
greed

on the part of leaders, viclent nationalism, oppression of minorities and
refugees.

President Mandela yesterday addressed this issue with our delegation.

told us of his great dream that the leaders of the conflicts -- and we
spoke of

the Middle East, Indonesia and Africa -- would look to the future rather
than to

the past; to seek common ground rather than accentuate or exacerbate past
differences. Of course, not everyone is Nelson Mandela -- in fact, no one
else

is. He is, to my mind, the world's leading moral authority today, and his
message must be listened to.

As President Mandela told us, the wars of Africa, like those of Europe
and
Asia, are not inevitable. They are caused by leaders who yield to the
narrowest

gr
‘:h

E

s

spe

ni ollars in the process. But statesmen, stateswomen, and all
of responsibility to go beyond dealing with the

consequences of
these problems. We must address the underlying causes.

As a start on this continent, the United States seeks to empower

Africans to

handle crisis. Through President Clinton's 1996 African Crisis Response
Initiative (ACRI}, we are enhancing Africa‘'s own peacekeeping capability.
The .

United States has also contributed nearly $ 8 million to the Organization
of

african Unity and through the work of special envoys like Ambassador
Howard

Wolpe -- who is part of our delegation and is with us here today at the
head
rable -- we are attempting te assist regional leaders in their

1=
resolve conilicts.

the

conti Mandela
vesterday, we his
skills and

influence and vast authority to bear as a special facilitator for the
Burundi

crisis, as we hope that it can aveid falling into a new catastrophic
round of

bloodshed.

As we set out to create the structures for peace to prevent future

conflicts, we must do all we can to solve current crises like those in
Burundi,

Angola, Sierra Leone, Ethiopia and Eritrea, and the Democratic Republic
of the

Congo. In Sierra Leone, the West African states have couragecusly worked
through

ECOWAS to secure a lasting peace. We joined other Security Council

eone. Last week the United

establish a peacekeeping force for Sierra L




United States and the United Nations have been engaged for years in an
effort to

end its civil war, one of the deadliest and longest-running conflicts on
earth.

Tragically, and primarily because of the actions of UNITA, we have seen
the

peace unravel yet again in recent months. We saw first-hand on our trip
the

terrible results of this war -- the personal trauma, the amputees, the
refugees,

the disintegration of the entire infrastructure of Angola, the
malnourished

children and the victims of landmines. We will
Se

1 d a moment ago,
ecuricy Council 121

in January,

therefore, hold a special

and we

for this endles
and opprobri
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Let me turn now to what is perhaps the biggest challenge we may face in

Africa in the coming year. I speak of course of the Democratic Republic
of the

Congo. Last week, the United States joined the other members of the
Security

Council in approving a resclution that authorizes the U.R. to begin
preparations

for deployment of 500 military observers. Preparing for a peacekeeping
mission

in the Congo, getting it right, is our main focus for the remainder of
the trip.

The task is truly daunting, as President Mbeki warned us vesterday. But,
as he

alsc said, we -- the U.S.

away frowm this responsibi

As it happens, there is a ready and excellent path to peace that has

&
laid cut for Congo. It has been signed by all the parties, after a

superbly led by President Chiluba of Zambia. It is called the Lusaka
Agreement .
The United States supports the Lusaka Agreement fully.

Allow me at this point a brief personal digression. I have worked on

issues

of conflict resolution and in arenas of conflict and war for my entire
career in

this government, stretching over the last thirty-seven years, from
vietnam and

Cambodia in the 1960¢'s and 1870's to Bosnia, Kosovo and East Timor most
recently. I believe deeply in peacekeeping efforts -- and in the need for
the

United Nations teo play an important role in assisting in conflict
resolution. I

have lived with failures, and I have participated in successes. I need
hardly

tell you which is more satisfving.

ekeeping reguires far more than words, more than paper
rries to the Lusaka Agreement must respect their commitments if

the troubled Congo. The international community cannot simply
in the Congo.

what most stands in the way of international efforts to assist the

Congo

right now is -- and I say this with great regret -- the actions of some
of the

parties themselves. The U.N. cannot alone bring peace to this troubled
nation,

as we have seen so tragically in three historic failures of the United
Nations,

in the decade since the end of the cold war: Somalia, Bosnia, and Rwanda.
Twe in

Africa and one in Europe. And I would also add Angola. The renewed
fighting in

the Congo -- which is a direct viclation of the Lusaka Agreement --
threatens Lo

leave this important agreement negotiated by President Chiluba in
tatters. If

the parties in Congo truly want the international community's involvement

suppert, such violations of these commitments are simply unacceptable.

The United States through the United Nations and through our special

envoy

here with us today, has worked tirelessly to support the Lusaka process.
This

includes supporting the recently established Joint Military Commission
{aMe) ,

which needs significant international suppert. Accordingly, I am pleased
to

announce that the United States will deliver $ 1 million to the Joint
Military

Commission within the next few days. We hope this action will invigorate
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the

Joint Military Commission. We urge other countries that have made
commitments to

follow through and deliver the money that they have promised.

has a vital,

region, the government of the Congo, the rebel groups, the neighboring
countries

must commit themselves to the implementation of the Lusaka Agreement, to
stop

all the fighting, to bring in an outside facilitator into the process, to
withdraw the outside forces and to replace them with a peacekeeping force.

At the same time, the government in Kinshasa must enable U.N. liaison

officers and the U.N. assessment teams to do their jobs. Kinshasa must
assure

them the necessary access, freedom of movement, and security. All sides
must

disavow provocative action; publicly disavow statements showing intent to
abrogate Lusaka: prevent attacks on civilians; and bring to justice those
who

commit such atrocities. And we urge them, we call on them., to take the

a v. Without even this
d,
the United States will be unable to support moving to the next stage of
peacekeeping.

t
=
i

We can only move forward together to bring peace to Congo if the
parties act
in good faith and support the Lusaka process -- the very process that they
created. In the end, if the Lusaka process fails because the parties
can't agree
on something as simple as choosing a facilitator, they will face tragic

conseguences, while the world -- including those of us, like the United
States,

like this delegation, who wish to help -- will be stymied and frustrated.
This

would be more than
dangerous setback

&

and, perhaps most di

vision of

a reformed and revitalized Africa
been so

eloguently and passionately described by President M

But if the parties find the will to maintain and bolster peace in
Congo, it

is the United Nations' mission to help. It is the United States’ goal to
assist.

where meaningful peace agreements are in place and observed -- agreements
like

Lusaka -- the U.N. and the United States should support their
implementation.

where an international presence is reguired to achieve a meaningful peace
agreement, ©or te provide the last element to an already meaningful
agreement,

the U.N. has a vital role to play. And it is critical that, when
required, U.N.

peacekeeping is effective -- we cannot afford to repear the failed
peacekeeping

efforts from earlier t
United

Nations down that I menticned earlier.
Bosnia and

Scmalia, and its --

me be frank -- our inaction in Rwanda.

when regional actors cooperate, when they observe a cease

they

ensure total access and security for international observers or
peacekeepers,

when they choose a political facilitator to move the process forward,
then the

U.N. and the international community can make a real difference. We will
be

prepared to help central Africa to become stable and democratic, just as
we were

there to help the transition of the new democracies of Southern Africa --
Namibia, Mozambigue and your country.

South africa, of course, stands out as a shining example of what is
possible. Almost a decade ago, the South African people and their

courageous
leaders chose the path to peace, and i
the

wited the U.N. to help facilitate

next door in Namibia, which was the previous stop on our

more vital role in helping Namibia peacefully

Just last week, Namibia celebrated its third round



Namibians, free

ticipation in the

tions. ¥What the U.N. once contributed
ives back through its magnificent par

Security

Council and through the leadership of Ambassador Martin Andjaba, who led
the

U.N.'s mission to East Timor, and through the Presidency of the General
Assembly

of Foreign Minister Gurirab.

Or lecok to your other neighbor, Mozambique, where the U.N. oversaw a
cease
fire and transiticn process that also led to democracy. The people of
Mozambigue
are making history as we speak, with their second multi-party electicns.
South

africa, Namibia, and Mozampigue, all show how

In conclusion, let me say, that it is with these key goals in
that our
delegation leaves now for the second half of our trip, where we will be
joined
by Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Susan Rice. We will
go to
the five nations that are most deeply involved in the Congo tragedy --
Zimbabwe,
Zambia, Rwanda, Uganda, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo itself.
We set
out with no illusions as to the complexities of the situation, but we
hope and
we pray that the leaders of the region will work productively with the
United
Nations, United States and all those many people whe pray and dream and
work for
84

the A

[

ican Renalissance, te help bring peace to the Congo.
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President Boris Yeltsin, who climbed atop a tank to help usher democracy
inte

Russia, stepped down unexpectedly Friday, apcoleogizing for failing to
transform

his nation into a "rich, civilized country.”

In an emotional, nationally televised address, the 68-year-old Yeltsin
bid
farewell to his countrymen after eight years in power, during which
gconomic
crises, corruption charges and ill health have tarnished his image as a
freedom
fighter.

pecple
who are clever, energetic and strong, while we. who have been

for many
vears, should rather go.” he said, his voice choking back emotion.

s
most popular politician., becomes acting presidenct, must
oe

held within thres months. Yelusin tapped Putin as his preferred successor
when

the 47-ysar-old former KGB official became the fifth prime minister in 17
menths

in early September.

Wwith reporters looking on in the wood-paneled president's office in the
Kremlin, Yeltsin passed a black briefcase to Putin containing the codes
for


http:eme>t.J.on

Russia's nuclear weapons.

Within hours, Putin granted Yeltsin immunity from prosecution, a
development
some analysts believe could have motivated the resignation.

Yeltsin's two daughters, his son-in-law, and at least 50 other current

investigation
and Italian

is a real political animal. He has been anxious about his

the director of peolitical research at Moscow’s Center

for

Political Technologies, a think tank. "Putin is a great surprise for him.
He's

proven he's a winner popular and loyal.”

Yeltsin's resignation was unexpected but not surprising. Rumors have

circulated in Moscow for months that the ailing silver-maned politician
would

step down _ if he did not die first. veltsin had guintuple heart bypass
surgery

three years ago, and has repeatedly been hospitalized for pneumonia and
cther

illnesses.

He had turned ow
power to P

S

usli
separatisgts in the breakaway republic
h

rime minister skyrocketed from an unknown bureaucrat Lo pecome Russia’s

most
s

isible and popular public figure.
rRussians busily preparing for New Year's Eve, traditionally their
biggest
holiday of the year, reacted calmly and with relief te Yeltsin's
announcement .

*It's the best present I could have asked for," said Nadia Gorcbaya, a

18-

vear-old student rushing around the capital for last minute holiday
purchases.

*He should have done this sooner. He's a disgrace as a leader ... he
hasn't

brought us democracy. In fact, he's brought us almost nothing.®

ray,
stagnant, totalitarian past to the clear, rich and civilized future,®™ he
said.
*“I want to beg forgiveness for ycur dreams that never came true. I am

leaving.
I've done what I could."

Besides the threat of prosecution for corruption, others said the
timing of
Yeltsin's action had more to do with the war raging in Chechnya.

Russia has waged a three-month campaign there against Chechen rebels, a

war

the Kremlin has called a fight against Islamic bandits and terxrorists.
Russia's

military has relentlessly bombed factories, hospitals and television
stations,
along wi
20,000

in the southern than

1

At least 30,9000 people died in the first Chechen war from 1993 1o 13%6,
many
of whom were civilians and conscript Russian soldiers. The death toll
turned

public opinion in Russia against the offensive. This time around, however,
casualties are minimal and a majority of Russians back the campaign.

In recent weeks, the Russian army has focused its efforts on taking

control

of the Chechen capital Grozny, but has stalled after meeting heavy
resistance

from what is reported to be a small pack of rebels entrenched in the
city. The

bulk of the rebel fighting force is thought to have retreated to mountain
hideaways to wait out the frigid winter.
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Russians on Dec. 19 voted for a new parliament, handing a surp

to the pro-Kremlin Unity Party that Putin backs. wWith this strong showing
and

the subseguent backing of other smaller political parties, Putin is the
undisputed favorite to win the presidential race. Those elections had been
scheduled for June.

*Yeltsin has shortened the electoral campaign period down to three
menths
from six months,” said Andrel Piontkovsky, a Moscow pelitical analyst.
"For
three months they can keep up this story of success in Chechnya. In six
months,
that would no longer be possible.”

Putin met with the Russian Cabinet soon after Yeltsin's announcement,
not make any serious changes to domestic or foreign policy in

Itar-Tass news agency

*Nothing must change in cur work. Russia's foreign policy will not
change, *
Putin said.

In Washington, President Clinton praised Yeltsin for putting a

democratic

structure in place in Russia. "We have had our differences ... but
President

Yeltgin and my starting point has always been how Russia and the United
States

could work together to advance common interests,” Clinton said in a
statement.

"In this spirit, I look forward to working with Acting President Putin
as the

Russian people begin this process of makxing the transition from one
democratically elected president to the other," Clinton said.

as invested much time
multiple goverr
n as the best persor

Yeltsin's nationalistic blustering and

llegations have been an embarrassment to both Clinton and Vice

(EDs: Story can end here. Optional add follows.)

Moreover, with high-profile disagreements over Kosove and Chechnya,
v.5.-
Russian relations have dropped to their lowest point since the end of the
Cold
war.

Still, analysts feel a Putin presidency would be a good development for
bilateral ties.

“putin is a strong and wise man, one that is not a typl
Russian mold,* said zudin, of the Center for Political Te
ed
the cred information about the West.

d knows how

If a single image marked Yeltsin's mercurial political career, it was

clambering atop a T-72 tank in 19%1 to defend the government of then-
President

Mikhail Gorbachev against a coup attempt by Soviet legislators unhappy
with

reform. Two years later, Yeltsin, now president, would put down another
attempt

to topple the government.

In recent years, however, the leader has become more the butt of jokes

than

the admired democrat,
Yeltsin, the

the first democratically e
worried

about how history would remember
aides.

ith approval ratings in the single digits.
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in their assessment of his era.

“rn epoch is over, said Nadezhda, a 43-year-old municipal worker, who
refused
to give her last name. "Good or bad he was a strong leader. We felt safe
behind
nis back."
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I'm the director cf the

State Foreign Press Centers. It's my p
center for

the first time Brady Anderson, administrator, U.S. Agency for
International

Development, who will talk to us on the record about his recent trip to
the

Middle East. From 15%4 to 1997, Mr. Anderson served as U.S. ambassador to
Tanzania. And before we begin, I caution you to wait for the microphone
before

you ask your questions, and to please identify yourself each time by name
and

media organization. Mr. Anderson.

o

easure today to welcome to cur

MR, ANDERSON: Yes, thank you very much. It's a pleasure to be here
with you
at the Foreign Press Center today and talk about my recent trip to the
Middle
East. We began the journey in Jordan, then went to the We
transited down to Sharm 3 Cai a
washington.

st Bank, Gaza and
nd back to

cl-3 and then up to {

the trip was to -- for me as administr.

ator, naving been
post last August -- to see firsthand our

programs in the

I wanted to go there because of the size of the programs, the

the programs, and of course the importance of our programs as a part of
the
foreign policy in the regions and a part of the Middle East peace process.

Beginning in Jordan, I dedicated this -- one has the opportunity to do
these

things in my job -- the refurbishment of a water treatment plant outside
Emman,

which provides 40 percent of the drinking water for that city. That was
about a

on refurbishing process.

Jordan, I viewed medical clinics that

e doing that.
woman who was the head of the ¢
a woman who had been to the clinic and had

W
I
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