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From: Commanding Offlcnr -

To: Commender, Special Landing ‘orco Bravo

Subj: Command’Chronology for period 1 February 1963 - 3 March 1963

Ref: (a) MO 5750.2 |

h), FMFTACO 5750.8 .
c) 9th Mer Brigd 5750.1B
Tnel: (1) Battélinn‘Landing Term 3/1 Command Chronology
‘ 1. In accoriance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (o)
enclosure (1) is submitted.’ '

2, This letter Anwnzraded to unclassified upon remsval of enclosurc (1).
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PART I ORGANTZATIONAL DATY

DERIOD COVERED

1 Febuzry 1968 - 3 Mbroh 19£’.

A. UNIT WESIGNATION

1. Battallon Landing Team 3/1 _ . LtCol M, MCQUOWN
-'Company I , . _ . Capt, L.R, MOIUN
- Gompany K ' L Capt. J.E. REGLL
Compeny L Capt. E.S, HEMIE
Company M . o Capte Reds THOMALS

' ' (31Jen-15Feb)
Capte R.B. LEWIS

. . (15Feb-3Mrr)

B&S 0o (=) (Rein) _ - Capts R.J. FISHER
3rd 1% (Rein), 6o C, 1st Tenk Dn ' Lt. R.E, PARRISH
3rd I1t (Rein), Co C, Sth AT In , Lt. D.L, BROWN

~+ 1st T1t (Rein), Co &y 18t M Bn Lt. T.B. ROGEL
3rd 71t gzteinj s Co 4y 1st Eng Bn Lt. C.Js MALONEY Jr
Ath 71t (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrac 3n Lt. E.L. METZIGER
-1gt 71t (Rein), Co M, Tst Recon Bn It. P.R. YOUNG
' (31 Jen~TFeb)
. - Sgt. MM, WOO
, ) / ~ (7Feb~3Mar)
2nd P1t (Rein), Co C, 1st Med In* Lts M.R. POMERANTZ
Det, Co 4, 1st SF Bn It. R.J. HIXUM
Tet, Hg Bn, 1st Mer Div It. ReWe RIFF
Det, LSU, For Log Cmi It. A.M., COWARD

2. Lttached Units

B¥ry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mer Cept. PoA. MOLAUGHLIN
Btry W, 2nd Bn, 11th Mer Cept, J.T. WINKLER

B. STLFF OFTICERS

X0 Meje WoM. THURMAN
S-1 It. M, PALLO Jr
(31Jan-9Feb)
It. S.E. GRIFFIN
(9Feb~3Mar)
S~ 2 Lte R.D. TEMPLETON
S-3 Mej. T.H. SHANNON
. 54 Copbe D.E. NEVELL
- ’ - ool -
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Tmbarkation Officer ' S 1stlt Al VAART
o (31 Jan-TFeb)
2dLt C. 0. EMBREY
_ (7Feb-3Mar)
Comminicationg Officer Cant. J. S. BEBCKER
- (31Jan-3Feb)
Capt. ‘R, G. SKINNER
y , : (3Feb-3Mar) -
Adr Liaison Officer Capt. C. ®E. FLEMING Jr
Supply Officer 2dLt P. G. MCCARTHY
Motor Transnort Officer . 2dLt. T. B. VOGEL
~ Chaplain - Lt f. A. GUETTERMAN
" Medicnl Dfficer It G. F. C.RLOMAGNO

0. LOCATION

01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 63: See TART IV,
18 Feb 68 = 290600H Feb 68: Operntion SALINE - Juang Tri
Province, RVN,
290600H Peh 68 = 03 Mar 68: Operati-n ?ﬂLI“E/NﬁFOEEON -
. Quang Trl Province, RVN ‘

D,  AVERAGE MOYTHLY STRENGTH

. UsSMc USN
Nfficer Inlisted Officer Enlisted
63 - - 1574 7 86

won .
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‘I, CIVIL ACTION

See PART IV.

Jo ADMINISTR'TIVE "

i
e

1. Awards Two Wavy Commendﬂtloh Medals were received -from CG 9th
- MAB to be awarded as soon as conditions Dermlt. The BLT has
* " recommended three Silver St<r Medals and ten Bronze :Star Mglals as
nf this writing ~nd meny more will follow as soon as the combat
situation permits. » . s e

2. ‘legel and Discipline Twe investigations of injury were initiated
' to inguire-intn circumstances of possible misconduct: There were no
cnurts-m rtinl or non-judicinl punishments during this period. Two
men remain "UA", . h9v1ng missed movement ~n 29 February, 196“ when
the ARG returned from the Thilippines. Overall Adiscirline remains

. excellent.

3. Postal Mail delivery has heen as good as mossible under the

combat conditions *wresent. M'a;Ll was re~routed twlce when the 3LT

staff section moved sshore tn Wﬁng Ha while the inG was in the

Philippines. Lack. of sprcoe availahle frr the snrtlnp and storing of
'fmsil cﬂntlnues to be a problem. ’ RN

'4. ota The BLT &1& not receive its . 1&R quotps for Fehruﬂry
untll 18 Fehruary, hawever it used =11 mnssible quntias since none
“had been availablc since 1 December. 1967. The quotas used were: 7
for Bangkok, 10 foar Hewnii, & for Hong Kong, 2 for ¥uala Tumpur, 5
for Sidney, 5 for Tﬂlnel, 3 fwr Tnkyn and 1 each for Manila, Penang,
”‘Slnranore, and Okinnwa. , R . Tt

5. Prnmﬂtlnns There were 75 resular promotions . fnr'Corporal, 64

for Lance Corporal, ani 19 for IFC Juring. the nerlod. : There was nne

meritorisus nromotion tn Seryeant, as well as twd combnt meritorious

promntions to both Sergeant and Corporal. There. were 1.6 -promptions

to FPirst Liecutenant and one to Captain. e

DR T ,71 A

6. Pay end Allowances All men in the field wore;dky n . an. qpportunlty

to send pay tn their next of kin by endnrsed governm:? nt checks. In

ﬂddltion, all Marines being transferrei, g~ing- hme ~n em@r~ency leave,
e - -~fnr fllling ?&? quotas were paid nrinr t~ their departure..

H . .
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Te Tost Exchange Tost Exvhange frcilitics were very limited due
to combnt nperations., However, sundry pecks were issued to meet
most health and comfort needs,

8. Religinus Services Muring this period, with the BLT ashore,
Chaplain Hugh O'Regan conducted nne Homan Catholic Mass for the
BLT. Forty worshipers attenled, 0Othor Masses were canceled due
to tactic~l manuevers. However, Noman Catholic lay Services were
crnducted by lay lesders., The Battalion Chaplain conducted nine
rrotestant services with total attendance of 435. There were also

‘ three protestant Ley Services with 50 attending. Chaplain Clark
Tea of the 1st AmTracs conducted two services for "C" Battery with
12% attending.

9. Tersonnel Chances

USMC . s -

(a) Losses Officer Enlisted Officer Bnlisted
' RBattle -5 165 0 8
Admin T 136 0 0
(b) Rerlacements E 11 272 0 5

K.b MENICAL/OENT L AFTAIRS : .

Turing the first 2% weeks of February B:S and the C&C Plt remained
aboard the Valley Forre handling casualties resultant from BLT 3/1's
operations =ashore. :

M 12 Feb 63 it wne decided tn set up a 3°S ashore. The Battalinn
Surzern alnng with + the BAS cornsmen excluding the casuslty
rerorting section joined the BLT ashore at this time. The pers-n-
nel remnining aboard ship continued t» function as bhefnre..

Cn 17 Feh A8 the remainder of the B'S a2lonz with two Anctors and

10 corpsmen from the C&C Flt off lnaded and vproceeded tn " Co 3rd
Med Bn at Dnong Ha to reinforce that facility. The remminder of

the C&C 71t stayod abnard the Valley Forse to render continuing

care to the patients already hnsgpitalized., It wns subsequently
‘decided to set up 2 rear aren BAS nt the mouth of the Cua Viet
‘River in the 1st AmTrac Bn cantonment. This was done by the Asgsist-
ant Battalion Surgeon and 2 contingent of 3AS corpsmen on 20 Feb 68,

Lo INTELLIGENCE

See ART IV.

M. - COMMUNICATIONS

See FART IV.
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See PART IV.

0. FIRE SU"TOTT

See PART IV.
| P. AIR SUFTORT

See PART IV.
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 HEADOUZRTERS
Battalion Landing Team 3/1
FP0, Sen Franciscn, 96FN2 o
. 03/THS/rmh
3000
14 Mar 1963
. Ser. No. 0003-68

e Y

From: Comméhding Of ficer.
T CTG T9.5

Subj: Combat After Actinn Revort (Operation BADGER GATCEH)

Ve sy

P Refs éa) CTG 79.5 Operation Tlan 120.4=67 - -
T b) MABS: VITTNAM 1:50,000, AMS Series 6442 IV
7 .
Tneli (1) Operatinn Overlay
. . w’é?g Sketeh Maps of Major Bnosgements
‘ +(3) Extracts Trom S-3 Journal
N i e Oneration BANGER CATCH .
2. Dates azd Location. - 5
a, (.ration BADGTWR CATCH bezan on 23 January 1963 and was terminatec \(\
~n 18 Pebruary 1968. , ’ =
(1, Thase I of Operation BADOTR CATCH lnsted from 231630H Jan 63
) : o until 261400H Jen €3 anl wes urnder the contrnl of CTG 79.5. a
(2) Thase II: ‘at 26140"H Jan A8 BLT 3/1 CHO? to 3rdMarDiv and >
‘ crntinued hasienlly the same mission under contr~l of the o
st fmTrac Bn with crde name SALINE, For BLT 3/1, this Fy
vhage continues =8 ~f the end »f .this rerorted period, P§
be The missincn assigned to BLT 3/1 was to clear the north bank of )
the Uua Viet River and aljacent areas of enemy forces. The ™
“erion has remainel unchanged through-ut the operation. The >
xzot boundnries of the area of ~perati~n were adjusted numerous (ff
53 however, all- BLT 3/1 activities were conducted within RN
10,020 meters of the mouth of the Cua Viet River. See eénclosure -
i (74 : ~
3. Cnmm~, narbers
a. BULITN CAIOH 231800-261400H Jan 60--SLF B (CTG 79.5) ahoard USS
! - VALLEY WORGE,
he SLLIVE frm 2614N0H Jan 693--Tst fmTrac Bn--1st .mTrac Bn Combat &
: Base (YD 345695). A
b : ——cmisnne StY

‘ o SLF TaskG-oup 79.5 ;
e LT SPC Coatic| No PREAL T2 e==xtl

4 W3 - . . *
§ Lo et S
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4, Task Oreganization

BLT 3/1 Lt..Col. M, MCQUOWN
u%3 €0 (=) (Rein) - Capt R. J. PISHER
Det, Hg 5n, 1st Mar Niv P TP o
Det, Hq Co, 1st Mar S ;

Det, Btry € (Rein), 1st 3Bn, 11th Mar
Det, Comm 1t, Hg Cn, 1st Mar

Det, Nental Cn, 9th MAB _

24 71t gnein), Co €, 1st Med 3n

33 71t (Rein) (-) Co A, 1st Bnz Fn
Net, LSU, For Ing Cmd /
Net, Co A, Tst ST Bn

1st P1t (Rein), Co A, 1st MD Bn

(1t 2A2047HE Jen 68 a pravisional rifle co ' i

(Co N) was formed utilizins personnel from -
attnched units) ‘ |

Co I (Rein) Capt L. R. MORAN
' Co I- :
Det, HZS Co '
FAC Tm ‘ .

Net, Med T1t

7 Tm, 81mm Mortar P1t

.3 Spot Tm
e, Trry ¢ (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tz, 34 F1t (Rein), Co 4, 15t Enz Bn
HST Tm, Det Co 4, 1st 8" 2n

- Co_ X (Rein) Capt J. E. REGAL

(05

FO Tm, 31mm Mortar Plt

NGF Spnt Tm .
Net, Btry C (Rein), 1st 3n, 11th Mar
Tm. %4 Pit (Rein), Co A, 1st HEng n

HEY Tm, Det, C» A, 18t ST Bn

DECLASSIFIED
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AT Co L (Bein) = .. -7 Capt E. S. HEMPEL

Det, H&S Co
0. Tm g
ﬁet Med “lt ‘
- FO, 81mm Mortar F1t
3et, Btry C (neln), 1st Bn, 11th Mbr
" Tm, 34 Flt (Rein), Co 4, 1st Eng Bn .

ﬂ-”;ff_jf<f';‘ BST Tm, Oet, Co A, 1st SP n ST
Qo M (Rein) »'; oYU .. Cept R. A, THOMAS
S CoM e .. .23 Jan - 15 Feb
CDety, B&SCo - 7 . . .. .Capt R. B, LEWIS
" Met, Med 71t L 15 Feb - 18 Feb
S FQ Tm, A1mm Mortar Plt : '
I ' Det, 3try C (Rein), tst Bn, 11th Mar
- U . Tm, 34 71t (Rein), Co 4, Tst BEng Bn
cT T ~ HST.Tm, T1t, Co A,.1st 5P Bn
‘ - ?try C. (neln)i,1st ™, 11th Nhr ' " “Capt T. L. MCLAUGHLIN
. U U Bty W, 2 m, 11th wr - ~ Cart J. T. WINKLER
" Stm Morter T1t e It K. M. HAGGERTY
. 3@ 71t (Rein), Co Cy 1st Tk Dno.c- o Lt R. B ARRISH
© 4th PIt (Rein), Co B, 33 AmTrac Bn Lt E. L. METZIGER
1st 71t (Rein), Co 3, 1st Recon In ) It P. R. YUNG

23 Jan--7 Feb
Set D. M., W00
Co. . s« 7 7 Feb-=13 Feb
3q o1t (Rein), Ca cj Sth AT Bn : S It D. L. BROWN

Tk “ltl;BLT 2/A--as31gned in’ dlrect sunport 6f BILT 3/1 as of
_ . S 27 Jan 68,
'M._AmTrac 'lt, “BLT 2/4--a881gned in dlroct suﬂvnrt nf BLT 3/1.
. 5. Intell;genc : L -
: ».. BEnemy strength prlar o nnerqtlnn. The AOA was the normal op-
~erating nrsa of elements of the 2034 and 812th Regiments, 324th
NVA Division. In addition, VO anits nf- up to company size were
believed operating in the genéral vicinity of Mai Xa Thi and
Tinh Quanh Ha near the Cua Viet Riwver.,

- DEGLASSIFIED _—
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Tnemy Stréh@th, ‘hSSI n, and Toctics During the Operatinn,
Interrngation of "OW's token durinz the oneration confirmed that
the enemy units contrcted durin: the corly phases of the aper='
ation in My Loe, Xuan Khanh, Lam Xuan, and Le Xuyen were sub-
ardinate tn the 83034 NVA Regiment. The heavicst contacts were
with elements ~f the 34 Bn, 303 ilogiment, but DPOW's were also
taken from units of the 1st and 23 battalions, AC3d Regiment, as
wcll as nne 0V who claimod to be from the 4th Bn, 270th Regiment.
The primary mission »f enemy units in the AOA was to harass and
interdict waterbrrne traffic on the Cua Viet River hetween the

" Cua Viet port facility and D ng Ha Oombat Base. IPrior tn, and

At varinrus times during the nperation the cnemy conductel attrcks
by firc nn river traffic utilizing small arms, automatic weanpons,
rncket lsunchers, and mrrtars. To accomplish his primary misgion,
the enemy had moved units of up to comnany size into hamlcts

that fronted on the Cusn Viet River =nd had sct up frrtified de-

fense nositinns,

The encemy establishe A fortlflo& Aefensive lincs on the edmges of

the hemlets, with defensivo prsitions in depth runnins back into
the center ~f the homlots themselves. In many instances he
cmverted the "family" ty»e homb shelters that had been con-
structed by the civilion =“omulation into £ortified nnsitinns f'

his own use. The enemy dafended his nositi~ns with tcnacity af

skill and Ai”? nnt nttemnt to brenk crntnct until after dark in
the anparcnt bhelief that the friendly forces would null back and
cstablish Acfensive nositinns as darkness approached. He was
largely unsuccessful in this tactic bocause BLT 3/1 continued

the attack throughout the night when nccessary and made extensive
use of illuminntion to lisht the battle aren wnd 1o deny the
enemy access to cscane rrutes.

Enemy units contactel Auring the ~peratisn were armed with normal
small arms, heavy and light maching suns, recnrilless rifles,

60mm mortars andl 32mm mhriars. Extensive use was made of RPEG-2
and RTG-T7 rncket launchers against friendly .tanks, ontos, and

amtrncss Anti-tank mines were nlaced.in likely avenues of

tracked vchicle appronch and were successful in disabling sev-
eral trocked vehicles. Hntowsrthy wes the almost complete ab-
sence of bho by trans.and nther surnrise firing Aevices in the
captured hamlets, indicating that the encmy believed he could
hrld these areas sgainst frionﬂly attsck and had not anticipated
the dircctisn nor intensity of friendly ~CSEI3TS,

The cnemy Aisnlayed the 7 ility to Airecct and-adjust artillery
fire on mrheuvering friendly units as well as nn fricndly de-
fensive positions. However, his. artillery fires were of short
Aurntion and larsely ineffective. Relatively few friendly cas-
unlties anl couipment Anmeze ware the 41rwct esult of cnemy

artillery fires, E@M&%@E
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E Bath fiold ritus andl £icld tulawirnes wepe e=hhirsd duwinggtho
L ovewntion, indicnting the cnemy's commenication copabilities. - In
L. Lam Xuan, whe-e the enemy's battali-n CT was lncateﬂ wire cormm-
_unicatinns ha? heen laid from a central bunker to =’ number af
- outlying bunkers for command ani .contrnl conrdina vtion,  Among
the 1tems taken from ~ne radio.~rerator's field nnck in the area
was 'a map with o~ne of .the friendly thrust points marked on it,
" However, the thrust rﬁlnts had heen changed. several days earlier
Aue tn a susnected cﬁmﬂrnmlse._ - -
The 1"r ¢ amunts of cﬁnturei woﬂ“nns ni equlpment taken during
this nnerﬁtlﬁn a8 well ‘28 - number »f classified Ancuments,
Aiaries, etc, also sunport the belief that the enemy intended to
hold his nnsitions and was only forced by intense friendly pres-
.sure tn segment his units and ¢ attempt to withirawal.
In summary, the main enemy tactic Auring the operation- was to
attempt tnh defend and hold in his fortified hamlet positinns,
in order tn utilize these locations to interdict traffic on-the
Cua Viet River.. The only large-scale aggressive action he at-
. tempted wes.in the early morning hours of February 2 when he
. conﬂuctsd . battalion size attack on the nLghtdefens1ve positions
.. of Co K. Howcvor, intelligence develnped from dncuments and
N . TOW's t"ken seversl days enrlier in the operation hed indicated
. . such nn attack was imminent. In light of this intelligonce Co K
' . had moved their defensive nosition several hundred meters just
after Aerk. The enemies ﬂrer"erory artillery and mortar fire
. was. Airectel harmlessly on the ﬂryv1ﬁu51y vacated positions.
..When he launched his gr-und assault, he was cxoosed to intense
-friendly ~artillery qnd naval gunfire qtt'mk, as well as small
arms, sutomatic weanons, anl mrrtsr fires frwm the new Co X
positions, This attack crst the enemy 141 Adeadl as well as the
. 1nss of a larse number of individusl ~hA crew served weanons.
Ca Terrain, The mnst rromlnonf terr~in ferture within the AOA was
' the Cua Viet River runaning southwest tn nnrtheast. - 4 belt of
“sandy barren snil extends inland: nbout 5000 meters ~n bnth the
‘north snd soruth benks of the Cun Viet.,  This arca has some
‘hamlets, cultivatel fields and nrddies hut larz® ercas are barren
and uninhahited.. An extensive vaddy area borders ~n the sandy
areas It is heavily populntel with numerrus hamlets snd is a
rich rice growing area. Treclines-along the river and within
‘the hamlets were comnosed mnstly ~f o spocies of pine tree and
. bamboo which provided the cnemy excellent concealment end ideal
. 1ncatinns for his fortificntinns, Ixtensive naddy areas pro=-
_hihited the use nf wheeled veheiles and in many cases prpvéd o ﬁ
dl*llcult for trﬂckea Tenicles,

S IE@M@S"FHE@
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d. Weather. Wesmther for the first five days of the nperatinn was

© characterizel by cnrly mrrninz £og ~n?l then bright, sunny weather
with unlimited visibility. ¥For the rem~inder of the opcration,
the wenther wns typical of tha "Crachin" period, characterized
by fog, licht Arizzle, ~n?i ni ceilings zenerally under 200 feet.
Both trnecticnl and roqnnr1v snerations. by nir were scverely ham-
pered ant in mony cases resur ply hnﬂ,taabeA@££ée%é§;Jg;J;m .

_.the Tat AmTrac Znttalinn 1ncation nenr the mouth of the | Cu:vwlxt

e it d

- River. porr=Weather ‘uring the period also contributed
mmﬁgzillll,t° the trafficability problems encountered in the
arca. by tracked vcohicles,

6. Mission. 3LT 5/1 s mission Auring Operatinn BADGTR CATCH was to
cloar the north bank of the Cun Viet Hiver and adjacent nreas of
enemy forces.

Te ZExecuti-n. : '

2. Crncent. At the start ~f the oper~tisn, it was known that NVA
farces had occunied prditicns nn the north bank of the Cua Viet
and from these positi~ns heA begun to interdict river traffic
between the mouth of the Cur Viet iliver and Dong Ha Combat Base.
Recont ARVN attacks nn thesge positiong head produced uncertain ‘

results ~nd ecnemy strength in the arcs was unknown. BLT 3/1
landed at the mouth of the Cu~ Viet and bearn senrch anl clear
onerations in the hamlets alonz the north bank. The direct
sunport artillery battery was nositi-ned within the 1st AmTrac
Bn Combat Bese to nrovide necessery fire supnort. NVA units
were to bhe forcedl from nositions nlong tho river and when nec-
essary the BLT would occupy strategic nositi-ns to prevent re-
nccunation by the enemy.
b. Qperations. BLT 3/1 f~und thnt the WVA still occuploF stratezic

' Tncrcions alonz the north bank desnite recent ;RVN aperations.
Tive séparste attncks were laumched from 23 January to 3 February
tn securc enemy held nrsitions. A ¢omhat base was established
at My Ioc (YD 375630) to prot:ct Btry W and the 81mm Mortar Plt.
tm 14" 7eb A3 BLT 3/1 wes iircctel to move tn the south bank of
the Cua Viet and t~ sweep the heavily rvorulated rice growing
arec. ~djrecent to the river. 9ncroticns in this area continue
as of the end of the rerortel rericd with ~neé cngagement so far
at Vinh ILai. '

ce DIMoior Bngagements, & summery of engagements involving units of
a pany size or greatcr follows. Sketch maps for each ﬂctlﬂn

aprasr in cnclosure (2).
(1) My Toc (YD 305630) 25 Jan €1, Co K attacked prior to
dawn om a narrow front. Rules of engngement applied and
"prep" fires were nnt used. - One platoon moved around t2
the right flank to block. The blocking platoon came
arirss oo oo AAGY . intense close in smell arms fire. S
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“Penics reinfarced Co X an? nssisted in evmcuﬂt;,n_ai.xggggggiﬁwm
Tanks exchanged fer ~t Fory close ronge with enemy antis~
“tank weapons, TNesnite 5 REG hits, no tanks were lost.
~ Co ¥ withirew sni cnemy nositions were shelled with artil-
lery, Noval punfire, nnd CiS. ' Co K nssoulted again in the
afternoon and was able to ‘sweep through the enemy positions
with 1little resistence as the enemy had withdrawn. The
hamlet was océupied 2nd' 2 combat base established. This
‘site was selected because of its strategic location
relative to river traffic.; ‘
(2)" 1om Xuan (1) (YD 205639) 26 Jan 68+ Co I assoulted Lam
~ Xuen (cast) from east to"west »n the afternoon of 26 Jan 60,
. Initislly there was no resistance., As Co I reached the
first Lreeline of the hamlet, they came unier heavy small
arms fire. Snipers opened-up from the scrub area to the
_rean mf Co I‘s lines inflicted mnderate casualties and
.crusing, tho attack to bog iﬂwn.' Lasualties. were cvacuated
fw1,. the aid of trnks, but only w1th y difficulty. The

_— AFTack was Aiscontimion Becauss Af Anrkness,
. ' © (3) . Los Yuan (2) (YD 275609) 23 Jan 68. 0o L attackel with
. _ onwng and twn vlatnons of tonks in direct surport. Three
tanks were knncked out hv mlnﬂs m~ving intn the attack
hﬁSLulﬂn. Co L m~le crnteot ifl the first treelines of the
_ namlet. The advmnce was slow and deliberate to ensure no
onomy wers by-passed. Muring the afternoon Co K moved up
~n line ar? attacked with Co L. /4s Anrkness anproached
the enemy began to hrenk. The atbpck was oontinued well
into the nizht.under illumination. This was the first time
RV _ thie VA Aisp nlnyed thelr often eﬂ0°t0& tactlc of with-
o ‘ . drawing ot dusk. .
: (A) Mai Xo Thi (East) (YD 2Qﬁ672) 31 Jan 63. Co M moved into
o The attack mositinsn unlor enrver of Anrkness. Co K moved
- one - platann lown from the north to conduct o diversinnary
atteck n the oprasite side of the hamlet. Surprise was
nchieved; however, the cnemy r"nlily adjusted his defenses.
Co M ﬁttﬁcked through~ut the day. 4 sectinn of LVTH-6's
‘7ﬂrrlveﬂ>1n Airect su~ort of Co M »t about N9%30H, Good
| progress was made on the left but none on the right, . Co I
‘ ’E“VOﬂ up by ILVT on the left to ~1low Co M to concentrate
‘Jnn the right.flank. Co L moved up to assist Co M and C& Le
fThrﬁuﬂhout the operation the enemy delivered effeciive
mortar, artillery, and RR fire from their positions
acrnss the river ‘in-the western part of the hamlet. At
. Ausk the enemy hr-ke. Co M and Co I moved forward cone
’ ST s e tinuing the attack under illuminatinn,

-
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Nl;ht iefen81ve ﬂns1t1ﬂns were estn b11shei about ZBO“H.
The remainder »f the position was occupied the next morning.
Among the weapons cqrtureA were a 32mm moxter and a 12.7mn
machine gqun
(5) Lem Xusm (3) (YD 205689) 2 Feb 63, The third battle 2t Lam
- Xuwan was enemy initintel., Initially Co K nccupied a de-
fensive positi~n within the hamlet. The comrany shifted ite
nosition 200 meters to the East ~fter darkness..in response
to an intelligcence re-onrt which predicted an attack. The
eneity launched his =tt-ck from the north just befrre N400H,
Cn X LT's gave warning of the enemy's approach. An intense
mrrter horraze fell on Co K's nld position, completely
missing C~» R ALl supmorting fires 2nd illumination were
hr~u~ht to hear ~n the enemy aznd his ~ttack became confused
and stanped shrrt of Cn K's rosition. Despite heavy losses,
laroe numbers of the enemy remaine? close to Co K's nositions
_after Adaylight. They used mositinns left over from nrev-
ious battles: Co M with tanks was brought ur to assist Co K
It twﬁk all A~y to Arive the remoining cnemy from the ham-
lot. 4 hesty hody crunt was mide and wearsng were collected .

bofnro W1thdf awing dwith nt dnrkness,

(6) Vinh Iai (YD 326637) 16 Feb 6. This engooement resulted
from sween operati-~ns s~uth of the Cun Viet. After clearing
adjacent villages Co T encountered heavy small arms fire
s they cntered Vinh Iei from the north east. Tanks and

- ontos were in direct surnport but terrain hindered their
-€ffectiveness. Co I moved to & position on the west side
of tHe hamlot and was able to effectlvely blnck the 2nemy's
escape attemnts. Sunportins arms including sir were used
effectively ani by night £211 Co L was within the hamlet.
Co T with nne tank in supmort killed many of the enemy as
they tried ts flee at dusk. Co I mrved into the hemlet =nd
sat un a Aefensive positinn 1n eonjunction with Co L.

A. . Supnorting Arms.

(1) Gendral. The quality and amsunt of avnilable fire support
wnas outstanding, In a2ddition to RLT 3/1's two attached
batteries, fire.supmort wrs available from the LVTH-6
battery surrortin~ the 1st AmTrac Bn, 3AMarDiv artillery,

_...Weval gunfire shins an? air. Tanks, ontos anil LVTH-6's

. Arlivored Airect fire in close sup~nrt of attacking 1nfantry,
Extensive use of all ﬁV°11151@ suprorting fire made it
hnsqlble to mainta 2 favnrable crsualty ratin against a
determined and wcll ﬂuﬂ-ln defender,

|@@m§“@\\@®
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’ (2) Lrgilllory. Srtillery support consisted of r375"“db‘§f?éi‘ff€§-j

fire missions, 3 T0OTs and numcrous batteryy,-one.H&I's . .

T ptios e eate e

and other unoberved m1331anw.',An approximate total of
“18,000. rounds. 105mm, 6000 rounds 1Q7mm,._and. 300.rounds. . —wmwn -
- 155mm and 8" yggg_cxpended, ‘The hesvy schedule of H&IL'
el
fires was delivered on areas.nf known enemy activity and
in response to 1nte111pence information. passed from higher
“echelong.” Close~in* ‘missions were.fired as close as 50 to
100 meters in front of advancing -infantry units and were
1nstrumnnt°l in weakcnlng enemy: resistance. Firing units
‘were cooper?tlve and responsives Communication dAifficulties
‘werd mlnlmnl. Overmll, artillery. suprort was utilized to -
“its’ max1mum w1th excellent reoults.
(3) Navsl Cunfires NGF was used cxfen31vely in support of BLT
'~ 3/1 Auring ~veration BATGER CATCH. - & total of 14 Aifferent
shins were used for close supnr~rtingy; counterbattery,
. saturation, and Y&I type missions,
WGF ships delivered 1,170 rounds of clnse supnorting fires
Auring actions La@ Xuan (2) and Lam Xuan (3). The attack
by fire of Mai Xa Thi (west) from 4 Feb to 14 Feb. was
‘supported with' 5,363 rounds-of NGF., NCF Whiskey Papa
. nroved ﬂsneclally effective for hroﬂuclng fires to burn the
- cover from enemy nositions. - .-
‘ . - In all a totel of. 10,143 rounis Of ‘\TGT‘ was, exncnied in
' ! © suprort of BIT. 3/1 &urlng t4is ﬁper ~HiAnaY period. In
ad¥ition MGFunits undér control of Third Marine Division
provided suvvressive:fire. against. enemy artillery batteries
whenever the BLT.received incoming rounds,. Gond avail-
-ability of ships snd ammunition enabled NGF to provide a
valugble 'service in conjunction with the BLT's organic
suphortlng ATMS. :
Alr Support.

TAS. BLT 3/1 used 36 two-plene fllwhts consigting of
;;Marlne,“-f's,j? -6ts, F-4B's and F-8's; Navy i-4's and
2ir Porce F-4C's, . These planes Aropred 411 250 1b
‘bﬁmbs, 140 500 1b hombs, -and expended:thousands of

20mm rounds, ani. several hundred. 2”75u1nch rckets.
~Renorted battle ﬂﬁmqge was . 57 :structures destroyed,
400 meters of ‘trench line - iamaged 20 hunkers déstroyed,

11 secnndary exnlosions, 28 WVA KI/ confirmed and

11 NVA XIA vwrobable. The amount of C2S available was
2dequate eonsidering that prevailing bad westher
- nrévented CS nn most days. . On occasions when weather

nermitted use of C1S, its. cffectiveness was minimized

by a falluro tn adhere to schedule anl the inability
of thc D”QC to mrelict tbe time »f arrival on station.

@

?

9

"DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

: | : S f; o
pEclASSWER T @

For this reason C.S was roduced to the roll of a
suprlemental supporting arm, to be used when avail-
able, but not tn be Aevmended upon. Once close sup-
port aircraft arrived and established communications
with ground/air controllers, their performance was

" excellent providing accurnte and effectlve close
sunnort for ground troops.

(b) TPQ-10's. Extensive use was made of TPQR-10 directed
aircrafts for dropping bombs on supected enemy loc-
atinns and suprly routes. Some difficulty was in-

3 “countered on several occasinns when bombs were drop-
" ped off tarmet indengering friendly troows,

(c) Tlareshins. ‘Flareships weré used on several ocCe
casions to suprort attacks continuing past dark.
Some difficulty was encountered because D.SC was un-
able to predict when the aircraft wouldl arrive on
station. After adiusting the flares on target ill-
unination was outstanding.

(8) 20's, BLT 3/1 had the services of ‘O'S in 0-1, 0-2

. and UH-1% aircraft. Q=1 and 0=2 aircraft nroved

more satisfactory due to thsir greater enlurance on ‘

station and better availahility from incountry sources.
() Medevac's, HMM 165 provided helicnpters for med-
evac throughout the remnorted neriod. The medevac
-flights »rovided excellent suprort often flying .
~into "hot" LZ's ani flylnﬁ while the weather was
L below mlnlmum.
e. Logistics .
(1) The LSA was stmbllshed ahoard the LPH~8 on D-Day and
remained aboard until 2 Feb 68 a2t which time it was trans-
ferrel to Dong Ha for a two day reriod. The LSA was re-
estahlished abnard IPH-8 on 4 Feb remaining so through
16 Feb 68, Moving ashore nn- 16 Feb 68 the LSA was cstabg
lished with one detachment at Dong Ha Combat Base and one
at 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base., The LSA remains in these
~ . positions as of the end-of the reportel period.
(2) HM=-165 provided helicopters for resupply from 23 Jan 68
~ through 16 Feb 68. safter this period resupply was staged
at Donzr Ha Combat Base and moved to 1st imTrao Bn Combat
. Base by LCM for distribution to BLT units by LVTP-5.
(3) The major nroblem encountered during the reported period
was the nonavailability of certain Class W resupply items,
such as 81mm 2mmo, =t Dong Ha Combat Base during the

* period 2-4 Peh 68, . , “@\E
PEGLRSS

3
oF A

10 ;";:;:_l:" )| 1 ‘ -

DECLASSIFIED



—= = R e N R e ——————"~T =

DECLASSIFIED _

T Commaniontions: Cnmmun1c(t10nq wore vcry gnnd. “Some ‘minor
nrohlems wore encﬁuntorcﬂ with mutual interference, but freg-
uency changes usually swlvoﬂ thow.; Use of the LVD-C was beni-
ficial from o communlcqtlnnq noint of view. Althouzh power
difficulty vrecluded constont use of tbb‘comm and tractor's

radios, the tractor provided a dry: comminications conter and
excellent antennas for: the DRC-QS r"dlos.
8. Results - :
2. Friendly
(1) USMC Casualties
() Enlisted
KIh: _4C
WIfs 233
MI4s _ O
(b) Officers

S

, MIA :
(2) TSN Casuslties
(2) Pnlisted

KIA: 4

« ‘ WIfe 11
Mlas __ O N
(b) Officers: None - -
(3) TEguirment Damage . .
: () Tonkss 3 dvmaged = AT mines.
s 1 Aamoged - FEnemy AT fires.
1 Submerged and Aestroyed during combat
onerstions, .
(b) LVTP-5: 2 destroyed by AT mines,
b, TFnemy ' B
(1) Tersonnel o _
(a) wWVA XTI’ (Conf): 376
(v) i POW: 22
(¢) VC Suspects detrined: 23
(2) Weapons captured
a) 1K-47 rifles: 64
bh) SKS carbines: 28
c) RPD light machine runs: 15
4) RPG=2 rocket lsunchers: 11
e) T’PG-7 rocket launchers: 6
fg S0~-43 7.62mm machine guns plus 2 spare barrels: 4
RP-46 company size machine guns: 2
h) 82mm mortarss 2 :
(1) 60mm mortars (U.S. tyne): 2
‘ L - €3) 75mm recoilless gun:- 1 P!
o ey (k) 12.7Tmm (DSHK) henvy machine suny AA mounts, tripods
"' o a P and 2 s»nare bharrels: 1

11
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"~ (3) Grenades 2nA Mines Captured
e (irenales, "Chi Com": /412
i Grenadcs, M-26: 22
‘Grenades, Snviet Mrogmentations 16
Claymore mines, "Chi Com'": 6
Claymore mines, UsS,: 2
Satchel charges: 4
(z) r‘nti-tank mines: 10
(h) NV Bangalare tornedoes: 4
(4) 2mmo Cantured (by rounds) '
=) 82mm morter: 248
bg 75mm recnilless gun: 42
60mm mortar: 168 v
4) 57mm recoilless rifle: 4
(¢} RPG=7: 33
éf) RPG-2: 58

DECLASSIFIED
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h) 7.62mm: 45,902

i) 30 cal. cerbine: 120, .

(3) 12.7mm/50 6al: 6450 :
(5) Gas Mask Captured

a) MVA type: 108 - o
b) TU.S.tyre: 4 o
c) VC tyvme: 33 : :

(6) WMiscellanenus Equipment Captured
ga) Pield Radios: 3
b) 'Pield Phones: 2
gc; 4X-47 magezincss 221
Keying deviee: 1
) Large boxes nf medical supnlics:. 3
f) 82mm mortar wrenches: 10
£) assorted Aocuments and 782 zear.

- S 12
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9. Commander's Annlysis -
a. Fire Surnort Cnn"ﬂlnatlﬂn. Wpl1vs in camrﬂlnwtlng sunnorting

fires in the S.CC were unaccentahle. Most of the difficulty
resulte? fr-m artillery ~n? Navel jgunfire being checked for
aircraft far in advence of the aircraft entering the Aanger area.
Nifficulty with CAS resulted from » combination of the ship's
inadequate crmmunicatisns snd the in-country contrnl agency's
inability t» nreiict the arrivel of aircraft »n statlon.
Difficulty with check fires in conncction with resurply =ni med-
evacs resulted from the SACC's attempt to check all supporting
fires as soon as the helicrpters left the ship without regnrd
to sun-target lines or the tacticnl situstion, In this oper-
~ation, terrain featurcs sand gsun-torzet lines were such that
casily followed: flight lanes were available that 4id not re-
quire ~ check fire until the lending zone was reached, “iethm
While SACC was crntrolling survorting fires, check fires in
excess of fifteen minutes rcsultel from medewacs. After passage
nf contrnl ashore, they rarcly exceeded four minutes. Instances
~f unggecessary check fires nccurrcd through-ut 25 Jenuary Auring
the attack on My Loc. On 26 Jonusry, oxcegsive check fires
resulted from medevac. flights. In one instance BLT 3/1 was
+r1d that ro medevec helicrrters w-huld leave the ship until all
. © fires were chaecked, This nccurred during an extremely tight
. S situati~n. showing ~ esmvlete disresard hy SiCC of the tactical

situation sshore. Basic princi~les are heing forgotten. Fire
‘suprort crordinaticon should be conuctel nt the lowest echelon
possibles The crmmunications canshility in the BLT FSCC was

at lenst =s gond if nnt hetter then thnt of the SACC. The BLT
surorting arms conrilinctors were certsinly in better position
to monitor the tactical situati~n. It must also be remembered
that the conrdination of air suprort invnlves more than checking
surface fires when alrcraft take off. ' In many cases helicopters
ern be vectored around surfrce fires without any check fire at
all, 1In other instances sircraft czn be held outside the im-
pact area while surface fire missions are completed. Only the
BLT Air Iisison Officer is sufficiently awarc of all asnects of
the situation to effect crordination of this type,

b. Helicopter Support. HMM 165 nravided ~utstanding helicopter

-guprort Auring the neriod in which heliconters were available.
The squatiron's policy »f tree top flying wns ideal for the BLT.
Low flying reduced the time for landing and take off and min-
imized the Auratinn of check fires. This nolicy nlso prevente?
long ranwe enemy observation of landing zones and minimized the
instances when long rense artillery fires were brought to hear
on the landing zones,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

10, ,LésShhs.Learned _ - R :
&y . Use of LYTH-6: The LVTM6- was - t‘ﬁuna 0. be An cffectlve sub-
- gkitute, Aclivering. dircct fires in areas whers water ...
bﬂrnlensw@recludoytank.use. The 1“5mm how1tz!8.wws more ef=
' foctlvo than the 90mm gun for rdélucing Airt anl log fortifi-
'-v,'cwtimns and fizhting holes. Carq:must,be exercisel to protect
’\’.the INTHeGAfrnm close in ‘anti-tank fires. . The thin skin and
. high silhnuctte mroke it an ensy tarcet.  Andther factor in-
crensing its vulnerability is the: ncc0331ty ‘to turn the turret
-~ tn the gide £ r maximum ﬂenr9351ﬂn thoreby OX”OSlnF the sgide
" of the vehicle tn the enemy.
b Use .of Direct Fire Wenpnns. " The_usejofjxlrect fire from tanks,
- ont~s andl LVTH=-6's is essentinal if-¢-sualfies nre to be kept
at o minimum. ' The fire tower, Armor, and hetter trafficability
make tanks superinr to -ontos ani LVTH-6's.- BIT 3/4 found th(t
1nks cqn be used effectively in sencrally unfavorable terrei
prnv1dei a. careful rcemnnaissance ig made anl Aue care exer-
cised by tank crews, The nsychologicnl offect of attacking
armor was significent. It was note? thnt Aesrite high exnosure
to. the enemy's many anti-tank weapons, no tanks were knocked
aut by enemy fire. A hich rate of ordinance expenditure by
the tanks and clnse cooreration with nrotecting lnfdntry were
- contributing fretors in avhiding enemy AT fire. The 106mm HET
round of the -ntos is extremely effective. However, its in-
ferior trafficability, smell ~mmunition oapacity and lack
. of armor detract from its usefulness as a Aircct support wearon.
-Cs Use of the Tank XYennn So~rch Licht. The visible light feature
' of the Xenon lizht rroved valuable when attacking unier illum-
inatirn, The light was usc? t» mrrk flanks, maintnin orient-
ntinn frr attacking groun? units ~ni to illuminate areas of
- susnected enemy activity. S ‘
de Stereotyped IVA Tectics. Excent for his, one attack, the enemy's
- thetics always. followed the same patterns He established a
well cammuTlaged an® well constructed 360 Aderrees &efens1ve
perimeter within » hamlet. He held his fire until friendly

 units were extremely close., He fouzht tensciously an? skille
u.fully during Acylizht ‘hours neither retreating or surreniering.

At nightfall he wwuld’ w1+hﬂrﬂw end if closely pursued leave his
. dead and oquxpment. Sucoess was amylified Aurinz the latter

. stmnes nf the ~merntisns by ”nthlT"tln“ their t~ctics and
aklng qn“rﬂrrxnte cﬂuntermeﬁsures. ‘
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. T. edntelligence. TMespite extensivel use* il t?iéi’reoonnals-;
. - o sance 71latoon, air observetion and relinble intelligence -reports
- - . from-higher ecchelons, BLT 3/1 was not able to ascertain when the
gnemy occuried a given aren, Al sreas that could be occupied
by the cnemy were assumed to he Aefendel andl were all attacked
rather than occupied. This nractice consumed time and resources
but preventel the kind of surnrise encountems which had been
costly nn previous operations, :
fo' Effect of Indirect'Fires.._ Despite large volume and good’ cova
erwﬂe, 1ndLrect fires were relatively uneffective in reducing .
the cnemy's Aefensive nositions. . His nogitirns are well con-
‘structed and only suhject to Aamage from direct hits. During
actual fire fisghts he is usually not subjéct to friendly mortar
anl artillery fires because of the closeness of enntact.
Friendly units shoruld assume minimum effect from nroparatgry
_ fires in plemming anl Aecision making.
ge ZEffectiveness of Pnemy Weapons., The cnemy's best weapons were
his individual weapons, machine guns, grenndes, chd mortars,
In most casés mortars were used at ranges less than 1000 meters
and were ~ccurate anl effective--particularly the 62mm. The
(‘enemy's AT fires were very poore Despite his many AT weapons and
large number of - trrgets avallthc only one vehicle was knocked
out by AT fires and it was not serlnusly demaged. Ls usual AT
i ere highly effectlve. AP ‘mines and surprise explnsive
ere not useﬂ The onemy's artillery fires were nonrly
ni the blast offoct of mﬁst nf the rounds cncountered
atively small.
cwmmenﬂﬂtlons for Tuture Oherations.
LThe intellimence effort was- serinrusly hamrerel by the lack
,;cnmﬁetent 1ntnrﬁretnr ‘attached Airectly to the BLT.
A5cal exploitation nf POW's was satisfactory only »n -
c e nceasions vhen Airect interrosation wes accomplished
o he flold using ~ "herrowel" internretor.s
L (2)r A interroz ntnr/trqnslqtor team attached to ani wnrkinh
© Airectly with the BLT in the field would have reduced con-
- siderably the time =nd eff-rt invnlved in processing and
fOVQIuﬁt ng the lnrﬁe qumnt1+1hs nf cantured incuments taken
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The "hench JUMDG“" teﬂms usci in ”sychﬂloplcal operations
were larmely ineffoetivé due to the ¢onstontly changing
tactical situation. Tt is recnmmendicd that in future
nperations ashore, the "rsy-ps" team remain aboard ship
"on call" to the BLT. = Vhen it i8 Anparent that the BLT
will be ih static pnsitinns for a number nf days and a
tarzet for "psyons" cx1sts, the BLT will initiate a re-
quest for the teams.
" (5) The Provisional néennnaissance Unit (PRU) personnel ate
-7 tached tn the BLT during the enrly nhases of the ~beration
~were of little value: It is recommendel that FRU's not be
" attached to the BLT for futire operations ashore.
(6) - The hondling of POW's, cantured- weapons and equipment, and
C the prwmnt forwarding of c"rturu$ ﬂdcuMCnts to the intell-
‘igence section was ~utstanding. thi~ughout the operation,
"reflecting the gfforts of the small unit leaders and in~
diviiual marines. Several Aays nrlor to this operation,
classes on the handling of POW's ~ni captured material ha-
‘been conducted aboard ship by the S<2 section on the
platoon level. It is recommenled:that whenever possible
in the period between operntions ashore, similar classes
he incluled on the shinbh-ard trnlnlng scheiule to be

K conductet by S~2 perscnnel. .
(7) Thrust voints wore chanzed, four tlmcs during the nperatl‘
‘ once due to n suspectel compromise .snl the remainder of
the times Aue t~.Iléngth:of time they had been in usc.
. The ifficulty in disseminating new thrust points tn-
" widely separatéd sapporting units is apparent. Therefore,
it is recommeniéd that 1ntclllaenc» eatimntes for future
' onerntlnns includé- three slternate sets of thrust points,
the chwnaenver could then be effected hy a simple message
A infﬂrmlnp unit lemﬂcrs tn switch to an 61ternate set
_Vat a given time, T “‘

) s

J. V. KN!
MﬁJﬁr, U. S. Marlno Corps

Aoting :
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ENCLOSURE (2)
WINH LAY 16 FEB 68

USMC NVA
KIA WIA KIA POW VOS
2 14 47
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ENCLOSURE (2)

LiM XUAN (2) 28 JAN 68

: USMC CNVA
KIA WIA KIL POW VCS
8 4 63 2 O .
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.BLT 3/1 = Chronoloﬂy of Tvents - Operation BADGTR CﬂTCH/SALI“E
“f§§§§:l251850H-Co T landed at LZ Robin and has moved to Blue Beach to not
. up night defensive p031t10ns.- -
_— 231910H;Co L._revorts they 1anded at Red Beach at 19OOH and Blue
. .Beath at. 191OH. . :
§ 22 231925 B0 CR lands in 17 Robin.
231950H-Co K lands at LZ Robin. : ; ;
232005H-Co L and Co I have joined toyether and are digging in.
232100H-CP and Co X moving by AmTrac to Blue Beach.
2%32130H-CP and Co K arrive at Blue Beach from'LZ Robin.
2%32200H~Co L*s nosition report: YD 336702. '
232230H-Btry "C" has landed, - L
1 232355H;Tanks acrive at Blue Be~ch- and have been positioned with

.. CoXand CoI. ..
‘ -~**mMA;£LmlL£m&Q§~1§ndei at Blue Beach and are positloned with Co I
and. Co X.

240530H-First elements of" Co L depsrtlng to secure L7 Sparrow.
'240655H~Co .L is at northern' tip.of Obj 1. P
R 240713H+Leading elements of Co I have reached ObJ A.
.. . 240825H-Co I is searching 0Obj A.
. ST 24084OH-LZ Sparrow is secures .
. 240946H-At 0830H Co L found one M;26 grenade at YD 324700. Grenade

was blown in place with Ce4.. = -
240953H-Co L reports. receiving fire from general direction of Obj 2.
240958H-Co L reports thrt an LCM wes blown up south of Obj 2.
241015H-Co I has ¢lemred Obj.-A and B and is moving to Obj C.
. 241038H~CP £TOUD mov1ng out. - Co: X informed to have four tanks ready
" to go. ' .
2411208-Co. M lands in L% Sparrow.
-24113%30H~CP .and Co L receiving. 8 founds 1ncom1ng art11lery from a
northerly direction.,

(_w_2412003;81mm”Plthlands*ln L7, %parrow. S -
241335H<Co I at Obj C receives 8-10 rounis SAF.
241340H-Co K's vosxtlon ‘report: ¥D 3?0693. New CP location:
¥D 315705,

-——£Ma4}QH£QQ‘LL;§_£§ﬂ§y to mrve to. ieland aren. at YD 315663, Co L

~ will. be lifted by helicopter ‘to obj area. .: -

241625H-A0 reports observ1ng EOO—AOO 01v111ans moving Across river
at YD 318683,

,,u-24ﬂ630H5Co L has landed first wnve w1th*nepat1ve contact.
2A1_50H-Remalnder of Co L has landed. .
. 241655H-Co X receiving 10 rounds -of 130mm artlllery south of 0Obj 2.
241705H-Co X receiving 7 rounds of 230mm. artlllery resultlng in 3

WIA'sml”D£~Wthh was.non. medevac, -
241715H;Co K rece1v1ng 14 roﬁnds of 130mm 50 meters north of Ce K's

® L ASSIFIER
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w2ﬂ1800HLr051tlon rennrts r0001vod fs follnws~- Co M (YD 316692),
Co X (YD 317705), .Co I (YD 313714), Co.L (YD 307663).
242152H-Co L revorts. 1n1t1ﬂ1 soarch of area w1th negative results.

"Will continue’ tomnrrnw.
: 250510H;Co L at 033OH recelvoﬂ 20 rounds SAF., Returned fire and
# womnded " 1- VC with M<26 grénade, capturing 1,;.‘.('--,47°

”250725H;Co K receiving SAF from. Qb3 2, il
-250920H-Tank kit by RPG rocket round at YD 315687
w/250921H—Co L receiving SAT at YD 293667
' HE0926H-Co K ‘trying to -get wounded out. .
L °50940H—ARVN'S renort NVA Bn with' 57nm RR. at ObJ 2.
‘ ;250958H-Ontos P1t sent to JOln CO‘W. BRI
e 251000H-Co K. reports WIAls have.been evwcuatpd by tank.
'Tgﬁ%mmwwxmwmm 25#030H~Co K reports pulling back from :0bj 2. . One tank was hit by
RPG round but . 85111 opernble.’ Commenclng tﬂ brlng all supporting

R e 0

R S T e
e s Lk o £ 10€S t0 bear on Obj 2.-

~251030q~F1rst air strlke in prqgress. R
251035H-Co L . and Co. I's DOSltlon renorts samo ‘a8 lzst night.
2512058-Co K recelv1ng 10" rounds of 150mm artlllery.
251230H-Co, K at YD 308683 reports rece1v1ng 800 rounds semi and
_ antomatic weapons fire from fortified positions since 0730H. Tan
o renorteﬂ 15 anti tank rounds- ‘fired by cnemy. w1th 5 hite. Action
up to this time resulting in 3 NVA KIA.
- 251231H-Second air strike in progress nn 0bj. 2
“251?45H—Co K says that the benm wnll Pt thc eige nf Obj 2 has not
- been hlt by sunwortlnp fires.
- 251335H-Th1rd alr strlke now in. progr@ss Supwortlng arms arc set
. ta follow. .
J“251435H-?nurth air. strlke now in, progress.~'
wRT 257 450H=Co K is now. mOV1nv tnward the obJ. Artillery is sunporting
Co .K's movement. & .
- 251515H=-Co thas moved wmll 1nto ob1 area w1th nepatlve contact,
- 251535H-Co K taking SAF. -
i 251550H-Co ‘K 'well into obi flndlng flghtlno holos anl RPG-T rocket
"' launcher in excellent shepe.:. .
”251620H-Co K reports 12 rounds 130mm mrt111ery blttlng in front of
“their n031t10n. Direction -of - 1ncom1ng° 5700 mlls.
-2517715H~Sparrovhawk plntown 1anﬂrd at CP locatlon and will remain .
. for night defense., | ;
", 251805E~Co X recelv1nﬁ 19 rounds 1ncom1nh mortﬂr fire.
*f251830H;Co I LP reports dbserv1ng 9 NVA moving in treeline with
. ‘pvcks and weapons at YD 298692. Celled in flre m1ss1nn. Results
W“m@5*%g{‘?f"‘%‘”’g‘;"”ﬁM’M’“‘“M"'unnbserved. PR
+251935H-Position renorts recelvorio CP (Y'D 312710) @m(m 306683 ),

05" (YD 299693), Co L (YD 3&5697), Co M (@@i& .ns racs qnd.

Btry "gY (YD 345697). .
iIHH!I'IFNNﬂ*M@yq&

r—'r"

e
Rt A i

i ;;, '.ﬁfr‘v"—' T
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eived Frag Ordor 4. from’ SLF Rr»vo.
252250H;Prepnrat10ns made for TOT and TPQp1O on area in vicinity
of YD 284689,
252338H-Co I at YD 298693 observed 25 pewnle in open and engaged
______with grenades and 3AF. Will check’ out the area at first light.
N 2600158; PQ=10 completed with bombs. on targzet.
3 260600HE-T0T now iy vrogress on susnected NVA Bn in fortified pos-
itinn. ..
260725Hﬁggwg;gggwgngggtalneeMQMM1llwbe fnrwarded .on first ﬂvnll-
ablé"hélicopter. .
260730H-Co M challenzed small boat at D 345689. Boat 4id not
regnond., Fired on brat. Search of river after losing sight of
" - bnat rovealed nothlng.
260845H-Co X 's air strike ielpyed 30 minutes. " Co K will use other
supporting arms and will not wait far air. Co K will jump off at
0915H toward Obj 2. '
26023O§;“1r strike: belng dlrected by Po T a@alnst ILam Xuan (YD
285689 :
260945H~Co X has entored north end of ObJ ? with no contact and

Wt g g g

. no- significant” findings,
' 260945H-Co T (VD 298693) renorts that thelr llnes were probed through
out the night.-. Called for two 81mm missions and fired 60mm mortars.
Search of ares . revealed that a larﬂo amount of enemy ammunition
vas being transported southwest.
260052H-Co L remorts suspected VG on south bank of river (YD
30%672). Called artillery mission., Patrol checking out area.
260955H-Sparrovhawk Flt is now at Co M's position.
261000H~Co .I receives 10 rounis 1noom1ng qrtllWCry et YD 298694
from a directinn of 5700 mils,
261108H=Cn X completed sween ‘securing Obg 2.
261215H-Co I is in attack pOS1t1nn and rea dy to move against YD
284689, . . .
R 261230H-0Ontos Plt moving to ObJ 2 area.
————— 261 2/0H~-Btry "W" now moving by helicopter to ObJ 2.
261248H-Co I receiving ho~vy artillery from northerly direction.
| 261258H=Co I.reports taklnp 60mm mortﬂrs from outside objective.
2613028-Co I revnrts ihcoming ~n last night's uposition.
 261320H~Air is on station for Co I's use.

261340B=-40 spotted VC in bunkor and is marklng bOSltlon with smoke
at YD 287692, ,

;- 261345H~Co I mecting hequ resistance At YD 28/ 690 Adr strikes
and sunporting .arms will bYe used.
261355H-0o I is minned .Aown maing withdrawal frﬁm obj very difficult,

- Northeast end of mbj has 300 meters nf heav1ly fortified nnsitions

~

with overheads. "
261400H-EnA Oneration BANGER CATCH-CHOP %o BA Mbrnlv—bogln Operation
SﬁLINE —
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wr26L0000-0nt0s_and tanks are moving nwr%h to ald Co I.
" 261405H~Calling in smokc to help Co I move back trdirect™dir stikes.
“ 261510H-Co I still in dlose contact with VA - slowly extracting
his people.
261530H-00 M ani Co E fcceiving incoming mrtlllcry from 6100 mils.
Total of 20 rounds ~f 130mm artillery.
261630H~Co T still Anes not have all cesua Ttles out of areas
261840H-CP moving to Obj 2.
261845H~Co I roceiving heavy mortar flre.
261900H-CP arrives at new location (YD 304681).
261925HE~BLT 3/1 CHOP to 1st AmTrac Bn.
262925Hﬁ.©~ﬁ;pngcced1ng ta CP.
—262040H--Co N arrives-at CP. . ’
= 262340H-Cn L at YD 314674 reports suspected VC movement Pired 16
rounds &0mm mortar with negative results.
,//’i{ 270805H-GL~3/ infrrms 3/1 that tnere are 5 tanks available from
BLT 2/4.
2710208~Requested tanks (BLT 2/4) bc sent to Blue Beach. Informed
Tthat tanks are "already’ thére,
271130H;Cp receiving incoming artillery frdm a Adirection of 6200 m
Incoming consisted ~f 23 rounds 130mm artillory. .
- 2T12138-CP moving to_new location (YD 308683).
——~—-271320H=0ntns Plt now at Blue Besch reany Y for pick up.
271320H~Co M receives 6 rounds artillery (YD 305679),
271500H~Co M renorts finding 2 femnles leaving obj arca at YD
57 ——287673 where Co M has bheen nhserving hnstile movement. Detainees

5

¢ wore forwarded t» 1st AmTrac Bn, »
271600H-"RVN unit to north advises it will not be able to attack
obi at YD 284691 duce to Adarkness.
271615H-Co L._maved-by hecliconters to Blue Beach and are setting un

~in night_defensive positions.
271955 H~Informed 1st AmTracs that we will attack Lam Xuan tomorrow.
272100H~Intelligence revort indicates NVA mortar element located
in viecinity of YD 283715 or YD 279715. \lso, g;ggﬁﬁia;d$§§mzyt?n
280674, N
, 272%00H-TPQ~10 run at YD 285689. ,
5 —280450H~Co I received 1 incoming grenade.

" 280600H~CP receiving incoming 140mm rockets.

280820H-NGF mission now in progress at YD 284691 Co L preparing

“to move out.

280837TH=-Co L moving out.

280846H~Tanks hit AT mine at YD 298686 breaking axle---out of action,
€o K to nrovide security for tﬂnks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams.
Adr strike now in nrogress.

280920H~-See nA air strike in pros rress--fixed wing recciving SiF

OR DPASSCS,
~?80935H;Annthor tank hit-AT mine ﬂt YD 298686,

‘jﬁﬁ°“yxg@§$§&&é
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b 281020B=/idvised Cn L that 803rd NVA Company .in obj area.

B 28Y048H~CT and Co L at YD 298656 rccolvcd 2/ rounds of 150mn
“rtlllbny from 315 Aexrees. .
281118H-Co L moving, behind tanks anﬁ receiving negative resistance.
Co L renorts that one tank whllc cr0531ng nﬂﬁdy sunk into large bomb

S crator.and 1S Submorseds

o 281125H-Co L reports hlttlna bonby trwp resulting in casualties.
231130H;Co L taking SAF from obj area.
281135H-Co X advised to be nrepared to move out.
281210H-A0 spote 4 ¥VA moving out of ohj west across river.
28121211-Co L renorts tank hit by RPG. o
2812155E-Artillery AO reports enemy moving pround in obj. Calling in
~artillery on- target. :
. 281217H-Co L ordered to hold bnck 80 air can bo utilized agrinst
. eneny attemrting to move-out of west side of obj.
| 281230H-CP receiving. 22 rounds incomingz. 130mm artillery.
28123¢1.Cn L advised to hring tanks back for air strike. Co L
requesiing Co K for support. ‘ ‘
2812407-07 recciving 16 more rounds 1ncnm1ng.
281312H~-CP receivineg more 1ncmm1nc art17lery. Co K prernaring to
TP ‘move cut.
’ B T 28131%H-Co L fﬂv1seﬂ to t"ke 1t slow mfi make maximum use of sup-

poiLLuq arms. Co K .moving-up.
- 2815%00.-Co L renorts taking heavy ca SualthS-
281340H-4ir strike in- progress. A0 remorts that air strike accounted
for 10 NVA KIA ! ahd that onemy. is moving arnund in obj area.
2014218~ Kir strlko comnleted and Co K reports making gond progress.
*281510H=-Half way thrﬁurh obj. still mceting heavy resistance.
281523H-Co L advisel to kecp mov1ng ﬁnd call in fire support.
2815%1H=Tank .reportnd stuck.
2815500-Co M at ¥D 293678 sighted bunkers with VC. Called in
~artillery anl NGP destroyihg 5 shelters and 100 meters of trenchline.
281600H—Requostoﬂ to have Flames fueled and ready to go tomorrow.
281640H-Air strike conducted-BDA: 14 NVA KIA.
281721H-/rtille~y firing at YD 282689 credited’ with 4 NVi KI-.
281740H=Co- L just knncked out. blﬁ bunkor w1th ﬂutomatlc weapon that
wag holding them hack.- - .
281 7458=-Air strike cﬁnﬁucted-BDﬂ- '7 bunkerS‘destroyed an& 3
" secnndary oxn1051ons._

,-281800H~Co L renorts finding an enemy 30 oal. FG, 1 RPG-2 launcher,
"8 NVA KIA, and » 1ot of pe xr in obj area. Total is 56 NVA KIA for
_this obj so far. - :

1813H-AmTracs report  ta nk hlttlnp minc as they were attempting to
_pull it from a_paddy. AmPraés will try agein tomorrow.
281815H;f0 obscrved 4 NVA moving into n house. A0 is ~Ajusting

. ©+7 - 7' artillery on house.
TR R
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281820H-C~ M moving to take un 2 nnsition north of the obj to block
ani observe enemy withirmwal.

281825H-Co L advised to continue atti ck by using illumination. Will
use NGF and artillery to provide illumination. Flareship has been

requested,

2818508-Co M rerorts 1 NVA KI“ when he ran inte bloacking force at

YD 278696,

281855H~-4dir strike in vrogress, AQ renorts a large seconilary explos-
ion.

. 282015H-"1areshin rennrts nn station.
282140H-Co L renorts 195 more NV.L XI.4 found 1n obje Co L and Co X
told to consonlidate their wposition.
282235H-Fosition reports: Co M (YD 277693 to 283694), Co L (YD
282688 to 287686), Co K (YD 280693 to: YD 233633), Co T (YD 300682)
C” (YD 310684), imTracs (YD 310684), Ontos and Tanks (YD 282688 to
YD 287686), Btry "C" (LZ Robin), Recon Plt (YD 300682), Co N (YD
_305680), and Btry "W" (YD 305680)
290 45H-Co L and Co K at YD- 285688 receiving 23 rounds incoming
69 artillery bhelieved to be 130mm from a direction of 5300 mils.
290150H=Co L and Co K advised to be watchful for ground attack. .
290450H-Co X to move at 0645--advised b coordinate with Co L.
290306H-Tosition revort from Co M: (YD 288688).
2903/ 5-Co L and Co X informed to have FO's register danger close
firc missions.
0H-Co I at (YD 285672) obsecrved NVA moving about; called in
ariillery mission resulting in 3 NVA KIA.
291010H-Co M At (YD 239639) finds 1 NVA KIA with gea
291030H-Co I at (YD 293674) detnined 2 males age 19 and 22, turned
over to S-2,
291055 B~-Prisancr captured at YD 287691 is member of 4th Co, 3rd Bn,
B82nd WV. Regt. States that 110 men were in-obj. Many cscaned.
-+ 291120H-Co L renorts taking 15 rounds 130mm artillery at YD 284689
from a direction of 6000 mils.
2911378=Co L will be moving out very shortly. Co L and Co K again
taking incoming artillery: 10 roundis, °
- 291255H~Co X remnorts finding 2 more NVi bodies.
291305H-Co K advised scout dogs are availahle,
291350H=-Co M st%rtlng to search obj arca with Co L,
291445H-0bj is comnletely secured, Co M is advised to move to YD
300635 at 1000H. Co M has frund 1 NVA XIA with fK-A7 in burned out
bunker, :
291735H00 X repnrts finding 2 NV. KIA »nd various documents. Co L
after search of obj area renorts 37 desd NVA, assorted equipmént and
genr,
291800H;Re001vod information that the “IBT cease fire" will not go

into affect. D@@\\S&%%“G\E®

RS
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2918308-Co X renorts rece1v1n_ A0 rounds of incoming artillery.
291950H-TP3-10"'s will be run on Obj. 3 (YD 206672).
292000H~Position renort: CP (YD 307681), Co L (YD 285690), Co K
(YD 283688), Co I (YD 303681.),. Co M (YD 300636).
U 292130B<TPQ-10's being run ~zainst 0bj 3 .(YD 286672).
. «/”//OO1AOH-CO M at YD 301636 re001v1ng 3 hand gronmﬁes and anproximately
?7/ 5 M-T79 grénades.
, _ 3009458=Co L has 1 TFlatonsn across erbr to west of obj area.
ST o 300955H;Co X has 2 NVA POW's, 1 .rocket launcher and 2 light MG's,
R ' Co K requests interpreter for 1nterrogat10n of POW's. POW's were
found by. scout Adogs. at YD 281639, .
"~ 301035H=-Co. K while senrching at YD 285688 found 1 dead NVA outside
. bunker,.
, 301115H~Intelllpence renort revenls thqt on 22 Jan Chieu Hoi reported
AP mine field in the vieinity of YD 236676
" 301130H~Co L foundl 2 NVA bodies in- shallow graves, assorted documents
and gear. Gear believed to be that of a cornrsman.
301215H51nterropvtlon of 2 ?OW'S found - by Cn K indicates that there
is 2 Bn CP ot YD 286673. . .
3015008-Co L at ¥D. 281689 flnﬁinﬁ blcody bﬁﬂ*? oS lmﬁilng north and
west ﬂcrnqs river.. . ) 4
‘301515H;Co Mat YD 292697 founi 1 rtlllory 105mm dud which was
T :.f?agéiggé TPQ~10's on YD 280677 an? YD 286675 be dropped before
'24 iC Aue to patrnls in srea after thot time. -
301 €30-Adr strike on Obj 3 in Progress. 1.
301790B<Co L at YD 2686690 whilc 9eﬂrch1ng a_Bunker found 1 RV4.
C body ~nd 3 chi com srenades,
C 301855H-Cn L 2t YD 285691 reoelvnd °rﬂrnx 12 rounﬂs incoming 130mm
.. artillery. They reguest counter b(ttery fxrc azainst - suspected
"énemy artillery positions.
.. 3019358-Cn K ot YD 287688 receivel 20 rnunis of enemy 130mm artillsry
from » Aireetinn of 6000 mils, Sl
. 302310B-TTQ-10's now being dronnod.. -
| 31013CH-1 sguad from Co M departing twwnrd Obg 3 ('m 286673) are
. to act as puldes for Co M movenent. $o attack: position.
310230H;Co M now moving to assembly area. to ﬁrr1Ve there at 0530CH,
_Eh.: 310555H~Co K's plts’ sized ﬁiver81cn~ry force mow'in position at
YD 288678. ,
’ 310655H;Co M is in. att%ck nn31t1nn ﬁwaltlng flrst light.
310702H-Co K's diversionary force now in the attﬂck from north. Will
. attrck by fire for 15 minutes. .
‘51071OH;CP taking 15 rounis incoming 130mm artlllory from a northerly
Airectinon.
' 340715H-Co M rennrts receiving incoming ﬁrt17lnry and 50 cal. MG

°' . fire. . . ] . S
| ’ £ AR
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310730H~Co M reports assault elements inside first treeline of obj
in heavy ‘centact with well Aug in NVA. Attack continuing utilizing
. maximum supporting arms fire. Wniting for fog to 1ift to direct
~ fixed wing support. LVTH-6'S now moving Aown Cua Viet river to Cn
‘M's nposition tc¢ lend Airect fire. support. :
3107508=-Bn CP recceiving 15 more rounds 130mm artillery at YD 307681.
Directicn AO00 mils, -
510830H—Cn M moving farward slﬂwly alnst heuvy resistance. Enemy
hqs 50 cale MG 213 mortars. Co M is emnloylnﬁ 81mm mortars, .
‘artillery, NGF, nnd awaits CAS and LVTH~613,
310845H-1IVTH-6's have_arrived.at Co.M's gns;ﬁlgn.
“310900H-Co M is meotlnw ‘heavy r031stance'reportin@ 50 cal MG's in
4 bunkers which must he knogked out- prior tn advance Co M still
reports -indnming artlllery rounds . fronm a. direction nf 6050 mlls.
Fnemy is- emnlarying RR from obj area. ‘
210915H-Co T is mﬁv1n” ﬁut b by LVT!s ta. %unﬂort Co M in_ thc attack,
2ni P1t Co M trking henvy c“sucltles. Co M receiving 50 rAunds
130mm artillery, and recniless rifle fire.
311005H-Co I now taking incoming nrtillery fire. Direction.5800 mils
3110408=At YD 2%7672 Co M is still hold ur Aue to SAF and incemi
artillery., Co I is moving up "n woct flgnk. Suprorting fires
taking heavy toll on enemy. :
- 311200H-Fixed wing has yet to nrrlve on statirn. Cn M is advised
that CAS is A~ubtful end to. proceed without it,
- 311207H~-Co I is moving up behind smokc screen.
311215H=-CoI ani Co M are rrepered to mark lines for air strike.
311235H-Co M and €o I at YD 287672 continue to maint~in contact with
the enemy and are nres51ng the attack using smoke and whlskey papa
AS o screen.
. 311250H~Co I renorts neeqtlve observgtlon of bridge on west side of -
obj.
3114”55;00 L ﬁlven warning orlcr to be rcady to mnve,
3711430H~Co M and Co I in close contact With cnemy in fortified
“positions nt YD 287672  Co L will be movud t~ sutrort the attack
if requlrei Very little progzress, belng mrAde ot thls time, ‘
211515H-20 and fixed wing are on th W"'V. .Co ¥ Aropving back for
air strike. : ‘
311545H-Co M (YD 287672) W1th Co I on their leFt flank contlnulng
to attack with little vprogress. More CAS is on the way. Co M
cstlmﬂtes 40 cnsuqltlos up to this time'
311555H=Air strike in nrrzress. Requesting flare ship ~nd relief.
_3116N0H=Co L moving nut on order to nosition hehiad Co I ani Co M,
after mulling back for air strike Cn I and Co M returned to the
attack. ulr strlke was larmely 1neffect1vr due to haze anl muy
duds.. _
i 311"{0m{-00 I and Cn M have rmveﬁ intn h'xmlot making hetter nrr\@re‘
e # Z11750H=-Co L has moved into »ositinn behind Co M.

311810H=Renort received thet theore w %g\e%ﬁ®n more f:Lxc' mng
Q - R ey

; ..Y%rl}able. o @E@\-‘
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31190NH=-Co L moving ip trace nf Co I 9nﬂ Cn M. Attacking units
. makiny hetter m»mTeSS.
311930R-4¢tacking units now well into OHJ LI
242050H-Cn I renorts that its lend elements are through the obj.
,312130H~4% this time Obj 3 is 80% sccured. Co I and Co M and
/”aa L all occunyings. pnsiticns within the heamlet. Sniver fire
" o~ntimres but organized resistance h .8 coasel.
312355H~Flare ship.le aving an ATeA. ;ﬂll unlts set 1ntn night
defensive ﬁﬁsltlﬂns.
0100N5H-Co T at YD 237670 r“COlVGH 3 rnunds 82mm mortnrs frrm YD
271668 resulting in 4 USMC WIA's,.
. 010510H-CP groun received 40 rounds inc-ming 82mm mortar and
artillery five. Cﬁuntcr battery fire belnp dlrcctcd apainst sus-
-~ pcectel enemy artlllery mnositions,
T 0107508-Co I .t YD 286476 hed men trivo bnnby trap while mnving AN
" ghrough hedge row resulting in 1 USMC WIA Medevac.
010300H-Co M and Co I nov mﬁv1np sut to eonduct detailed search of
area and sweep thr~ugh rest of obj.
010835H-Co X at YD 205687 while checking area of last night's
ambush found 1 NVA KIA, 2 rifles, T 2dditi~nal pool of blood and
e - various equipment.
. 7 0710856H~Co I ecantured 1 NVA WI“ .Initial interrogation reveals
S ' NVA is a corvsman with Brd Cn, Brd Bn, SOBri NVA Regt =nd that the
Br CT was located at. thls noint.
011310H~Co T while crnucting sweep and detmloq search of ohj found
17 ¥V4 KIA, larse aorunts of enemy weanons, radios end equipment '
including 1 Russian 30 CP1 light MG.
011415H-Co N and Co &L recelv1ng hequ qrtlllcrv fire from a
northerlv direction.
. 0%1500H-Co K receiving i rﬂunds 60mm mnrtmr fire.
Ay)a N1510H-Co M rcnﬂrts, while attacking Obg '3, sustaining 9 USMC KIA's,
 and 37 WIAtas,.
011530H=Co L at YD 2%5688 recelved 6 rnunds A2nim mortar fire
" resulting in 2 USMC WIA's,
0115408=-Co 'M 2t YD 237675 completed sweep flnﬂln wennong, RIG
rounds and a 12.7mm MG. ~Co L renmorts finding snother NVA TOW and
T2 WA RIA's, o ' o - ‘ '
011715H~Co L, Co I. And Co M ennducted a Actailsd sonrch of Obj 3
finding frrtificaticrns arientsted far an attack from north or onst.
“Enemy's defonsc wﬁS'cnmplote with a c-mmuiication's system of comm
wire connecting hunkers., [ total »f 44 VVA KIA's, 2 POW's, weapnns,
end sssorted gear was cuntured. ' '
012030H-Phsition rev~rts: Cn L (YD 207671), Co I (YD 235672),
Cn'M (YD 302681), Co X mrved from its nositicn =t Ausk to (YD 208687)
hecause of 1nte111penco report indicating nns51blc attack in area.
/’/b20352H+Co X re¢eiving anprox 70-100 rounis incoming mortars and

| {0. artillery,

¥ o
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D20355H-NGF to give illuminstion for Co K
0204031-411 companies directed to he on 100% a2lert. Be ready to
move in supnort of Co K.
020410H~1st AnTrac Bn advised that Co K is under heavy ground attack.
Flareship -is requested to support Co X,
020412H-Tanks directed to be ready to move. Co M advised to be
ready to move.
_0204208~CoM..to_send 1-platoen-with tanks to aid Co XK.
020425H-Co X dirccted to consider azny routes for possible enemy
withdrawal. Routes can be covered by artillery. ‘
N20435H=-Flare ship on station.
020/445H-Enemy troops in front of Co K CP location and are milling
around. O81mm mortars firing at ohserved troop movement.
N20540H-Tanks advised to use mine sweep team and move cut with 1
nlatoon from Co M to support Co K. Co K directing 81mm mortars,
10Tom mortars, artillery, and “GF with repeated fire for effects.
Tan®s will check for nossible ambushe
020620H-Co M advised to have rest of commany realy to move sut.
020630H-Co X continues to receive enemy fire and what appears to
he a secrnd assenlt. Fnemy made first assault on position that Co
was in before moving after dark. Co K continues to call in fi
support and has received tanks ani Co M's nlatoon in supvort.
0207458~Enemy attack seems to have been repulsed, Snirer fire
continues from the dircction of the attack. Tanks ani Co K contin
t~ dircct fire on avenues of enemy withdrawal. An AO has been
requested for obj arca.
020810H-CP group at YD 307402 received 16 rounds of artillery fron
a nnrtherly directirn. Calling in counter battery fire.
020815H-Co K receiving large amounts of mortar fire from within
hamlet ~f Lam Xuan. Also, receiving automatic weapnns fire.
Directing artillery and ¥G¥ an mortar nositions at this time.
020900H~Co K and Co M receiving mortar fire and automatic weavons
fire from west side of river and Mai Xa Thi. Iarge numbers of NV-
ammear tn be moving ~ut nf hamlet to the north. Directing maximur
use of supporting fires against encmy. '
020930H-Mrrtar fire continucs to be Airected against Co M. ~ Moxrtal
believed to be 82mm from a direction of 6100 mils. Ca M with tent
are nressing the attack. : :
021000H-Enemy 82mm mortar fire continues from north. Believe it i
be coming from Fhi Ha (vyD 2770 grid square). Cn M continuing to
make gond progress moving in the attack, Mortar fire is continous
anl heavy. )
N21050H-Co M and Co XK are moving forward meeting automatic weanon
fire an? taking laree mumbers of 82mm rounds. I'rogress is slow--
using tanks tn knnck out enemy in fortified pnsitinns.
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T.021245H~-Co M and o K cnntlnue tn maintain’ pressure on enemy’““»

_ Intenuo SAF and close in qrenqie oxchange is occurring with the

_onemy. ,
021250H-Co I at 1M 206674 recelveﬂ a total of 17 rﬂunds of 130mm

~ertillery from a directisn ~f 5600 mils,

- N21255H<Recrn nlt while: maintaining defensive positisns observed
1 NVA at YD 292684 moving to the east trying to flee from obj area.
021445H=-Co M and Co K continuc t~ meet resistance from enemy,
however, mnst of hamlet area has been sccured. - Larze numbers of
NVA hodies and qmounts of". oqulnmont are being found throughout the
areas
0?1550H;P0qucs+ was made tn iestroy submorved tank because of
1nab111ty tn'remrve it from bomh. crater.  Tormissinn received to

e G St Ty EARE AEEET Tt testrinreds

02160NHE-Cn M anl Cn K sre still in close cwntact. The enemy retains
a foot hnle in the western edge nf the hamleot. ‘ttack contimues
with casuslties cstimated: at 735 NVA KIA qnﬂ T “OW's plus two AOmm

' mArtars cantured.
021640H=-FAC team ﬂlroctoﬂ "Hhey" nunshlp Wﬂ“lnst snlpors shonting

. across river resulting in 2 NVA XIA. ’
. _ 021735H-C~» I ropnrts fmrhrn;* 1 NVA KIA while cnniuctlnrr search ~f
: ' Obj 3 aren, :
021815 H=-AmTrac whllqﬂon“;psunﬁlyﬁzun fr@g 1st fmTrac Bn to CP
lncqtizﬁhﬁif’ZFﬁlhs pressure dct~noted.ming ATYD303636+-
021820H-Cn M and Co K advised to continue serrch of aren till Adark,
then mrve back to Obj 3 arcs and Mei X Thi (cast).
N22100H-Co M and Co ¥ rérort C&SUrlthS fﬁr day at 8 USMC KIA and 39
WIA's with 141 ¥V XIA's, o
//_BBOQ15H»Intclllroncn rennhrt indicates NVA w111 cdt‘cem'r»'l: large scale
mrvenent in this arca,
C3N936H-Cn L receiving 13 rﬂun%s 1ncom1ng artlllery.
031405H=Tank #202142 that was submerzed at YD. 288687 was destroyed.
N31440H=Co I whilc observing bridage an? west side of river from
Obj 3 saw Wi moving in hamlet. Called in artillery ani fired 3.5
rocket resultlng in 1 NVA KI&. _
0318%0H-Co I remrnrts sporadic qniﬁor flre frnm west side of river
at YD 284670,
_031850H-Cn L receiving incnming mwrtprs frwm unknown dirsction.
7 0A0655H=-Co I and Co X beaan t5 move nn the attnck at YD 205689 and
meeting no re31stance.- Obj is sccured and now coniucting detailed
. ‘search of. area.
N41215H-Co L at YD 27R67F rGCCLVeﬁ 3. rﬁunis >2mm mortar fire .
‘resulting in 3 WIA USMC.
C41440HCo L received 3 rounds 82mm rcsultlng in + USMC KIA.
0A1445H-Btry "C" rernrts inc-ming rockets ~n their nﬂs1t10n.(YD

3436736) resulting in 1 i=magod truck (6 X €) and 2 USMC WIA non-
: - - TTmelcvacs. A
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0A1715H=-Cn I receivel 14 rounis 60mm mortar-firey—~Spotted prssible
-_mortar vositinn and are calling in counter mortar fire.
/5 "50945H-Cn L receiving 6 rorunds 32mm mortar fire from YD 282669,

. 051530H-Co I while search area at YD 2766983 came under intense -
sniner fire and inc~ming 60mm mortar fire. 4imTracs with Co I
receivied RPG rounds. Cn I is responding with artillery and NGF
missinns. '

. 06N355H-Cnh I at Obi 3 saw 3 NVA at first light ani ~rened fire
% resulting in T MVA XIA,
NE1200H=Co L snotted movement acrnss river and fired on apnr~ximatel:
5=10 NVA moving from bunker tn bunker resulting in 2 NVA KIA.
©OTOT00H-Continuing to hombard area west ~f 0bj 3 with NGF and
- artillery fire. TDQp10 crncentrations alsn being conducted in this
aren.
: '/£ "/03“?30H~Tx0-10 belmv Arnpped.
© NB30930H~TPQ~10 heing dropped.
— 081350H=-AmTroe _hit pressure detonated mine of 150 1hs at YD 31§§§§:
imTrac burst ints flame and was comrletely destrayed.
081435H-Cn L at YD 2R6672 received 2 incoing 82mm mortar rounds,
1 Adirect hit on bunker resulting in 3 USMC WIA's.
C31345H-TPO-10 dropred, .
N31935H-TP0=-10 Ar~pped. . :
0R2225H-T20~1C Aropned.
(322308-TPQ-10 drnpped.
| T 090220H-TPQ-10 Aropned.
0ON320H-TF3=10 Arnapned,
N91030H-Co I saw 1 WA at YD 284677 ~nd fired 30 rounds M-16
resulting in 1 NVA KIA.
Ng1215H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 4 rounds artillery from a direction
Af 6207 mils and 10 rounds A2mm mrrtar fire.
091250H-Cn L at Obj 3 rocelv1na 7 rounds 60mm mortar fire from
- ’ YD 280670, :
s , 091640H-T?Q—1O Arnpned,
\ NG1AK TH-TPQ-1" Arnpned,
N91TZ0H-TTQ=10 Arspned,
N1 TASH-TPO~10 Aropped.
f91935H-TT -1 Aronned.
¢j//F;OO7OOH-ﬁBBOW-7 TPR=10's were Aropred. Narmel Aday activities are
R heing c~nducted to the n~rth and n~rtheast throughout the day.
B~mbardment ~f area west of Obj 3 will continue thr-ughout the day.
~ TTTI00N1H=1124M0H=-Cnnducted normal sccurity cctivities and Airected
7 NGF and artillery against area west of Obj 3.
20 120001 H-122400H-Crnducted n-rmal security activities, and directed
NGF and artillery szainst crea west of 0Obj %ﬁ@

!
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'iag 131510H-Co I .fired 60mm mrrters, and A06bmm rrunds in area west of
0bj. 3 ceusing 1. VA tn flee from structure: NV“ was taken under . -
_ fire resulting 1n 1 Nva XIA, :
fl;}:_ TT141205H=-Co I 1nd Co.K nnl Co L told: tn destrﬁy p031tions at Obj 3
' ' and prepare to move on or*nr. ,
‘1u1/‘30Hﬁ-Cn I taklng 1ncnm1ng mortars wnd artlllery from Airection
59C0. mils. _ .
141445H93r1ige to be ﬂoqtrﬁyod at YD 284672
. 1415158=Co ‘I fired 5 rounds. 1“6mm RR.at brldge knocking out 8-10
_ foot, section, :
1416308-Co X moving from ﬁresent nn31t10n to gn snuth of the Cua
Viet River by AmTrace |
‘==~‘\TZTKSOHECO I now moving.out. 1n~§ggce of_Co K. Co L 1 will follow,
‘ ,=1A1720H;Cn T is taking qrprﬂx1mﬂtely 2 rrunds nf artlllery.,
' 141800H-Co M and, Co N with Btry "WY remein ot YD 304680, Co K,
Co L, Co I, ~And CP are nnw at 1st AmTrmc's C; nreparlng to
. contimue south fnr sweep,
142100H-Cn. I, Co K, Co I,.am CP nnw settlna in new nlght defensive
- _ B positinns at YD 345654. . _
) 142235H-Co M at YD 313630 rece1v1ng 5~8 rnunds incoming artillery.
. S T _TPA=1C now being drapmed,

22 750925120 rerorts heavy fmrtlfloatinns at YD 344634 and YD 336634,
S 151250 H-Tank nnw ~n way from Blue Beach tn CF nosgition,
' 1516APH-Recnn plt remorrts finling. fl”htlng hﬂles and bunkers at
YD 335650 and YD 342640, _
1523/5HhTTO-10 being. Hronﬂeﬂ . L
BOH-CO I rerorts ready tq move ~ut.
T 160600H;CG L revorts ready to. move outs - :
_16065NH-Co T, anl Gn_ I dismounting. trncs-ﬁh Ve arrlvoﬁ at attack
~ position (YD 352628). AmTracs returning to CP. -
“*“~¢6ﬂ73ﬂﬁ”007b And Go T swe sweenlng Le Xuycn (YD 34465ﬂ) meeting no
encmy resistanca.
16080°H—0r1ereJ to move out anl.sweep area of YD 356625.
160925H;CP now located at YD 3496)“ Recelveﬁ Co K's positinn
revnrt (YD 346621). . :
161015H-Co X is now ﬂcrnss river 1t YD 30/622.
161135H-A11 units moving well with no cqntact. NVA believed to
have moved from the area 2 ﬂﬂys A0 o ’
. 161145H-Co K's positinn: YD 335618,
16140NH-Co X is mrving tn north side ~f . river,
1614r5H-Co L at YD 327639 is receiving SAF frnm ‘hamlet at YD
325637 (Vinh Tai).
161420H-Co L is still taking S”“ frﬁm unknown size unit. Fire
fight starte? with smell arms sniner fire nni has Aeveloped into

Q intense small arms an? automatic wesnons fire., Tanks are moving

——

un to sunmort Co L at YD 326637, Sunpnrting arms are being
;'m~-“ﬂ“rv**fdi;¢pteﬁ azainst the enemy. '
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1615 30H=New 6F location at YD 333627,

161545H-Co I anl 2 tanks arc in blocking nosition at YD 323634,
AD on station is directinz first air strike.

161600H~40 while directing fixe? wing strike on obj at YD 326635
claimed 1 NVA XIA anil 1 large secondary explosion.

1616 10H-A0 is callinz in artillery on obj.

161625H-Tlat ~n from Co K moving up to left flank of Co L. Co L
rressing the attack from northeast to s~uthwest.

161650H~Flare ship requested,

161715H-/ir strike in progress. Tixed wing receiving heavy
automatic fire nn bomb runs.

161925H-Cn L anl tanks have penetrated into obj area. Continning
to press the attack with a ralling cover effect by sup orting arms.
151995H~Illum1nnt1ﬂn started in order t»o continue the attack.
-161945H~CD group smottel 1012 VC/NVA fleeing ohj ~ttempting to
cross river about T5-100 meters from CF location., CP group
nrened fire on enemy resulting in 7 NV KIA =nl 1 POW,

162210H~Co L is still vrorceeding thr\uwh hamlot area meeting

resistance. : .
= 170420H-Co I and Co L's 11nes now ’cled tﬂgether forr the remainder .
<5 “of the night,
170820H~Co X mrving to attack hamlets at YD 314630 ani YD 316634,
171100H-Cn K at YD 317632 while recrnning ohj at YD 316634 made
contect with 3 VC in =~ house resulting in 3 VC XIA.
1712°7H-CP now located at YD 322641,
171300H-Co I anl Co L report after conducting dctailed search of
nbj area at YD 325636 finding 30 NVA KIA.
171400H-C~ X at YD 316633 encruntered & small delaylng fﬂrce left
behind while 20-30 VC fled to north. Attack by Co K killed . 3 VC,
frund 6 weanons (5 nf which were funl near the 3 VC killed .in a
house previ~usly mentioned), 1 POW, and munitions.
A71520H-Co X wnﬂ Co I now moving to YD 307637.
171630H=07 - —new. lagation by AmTracs.
2315H-TPQ-10 belnb Aronmed at YD 2856439,
2(9 130255H -TpQ=10's heing Aromned on 0bj 3. '
1808C0E-Co I sweeping through hamlet YD 520646--nm contact,
Averything aprears normal.
T310N0H-C~ K at YD 310654 reports all is normal,
18¥2008-CP- is _now at YD 309657 awaiting .to. be. plckeﬂ up by ILCM's
“‘”’*tﬁ“f‘ﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬁr?ét AmTrac Bne "
ST500HTast ~bank=1053cA_on LCM. CP group now moving -ut hy LVT's.

1016nnﬁ;3} arrives at 1st ’mTrac B position
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