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Prom Commanding Officer
Tot.  Commanding Officer, lst Antitank Battalion (Attn: S-3)

Subjs Command Chronclogy

Refs (a) Bn0 3480.1

Eneclt (1) Command Chronology

l. In accordance with refersnce (a) enclosure (1) is submitteds
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COIMMAND CHRONOLOGY

I. Organizational Dgta

l. Locationg

a. Company Headquarters BT 548018

b. 1lst Platoon «
(1) Heavy Section B 548018 I
(2) Light Section BT 559038

¢+ 2nd Platoon BS 663984

ds+ 3rd Platoon BS 575922

2, Period covered by Report. 1 August through 31 August 1966.
3, Principle Billets
co Capt R. J. ESPOSITO

X0 ' lstht D« R+ WEST
1stSgt 1stSgt P« N+ JORDAN
1stPlat Cmdr SSgt V. C. DUENAS
2ndPlat Cmdr 2ndlt M. J. BOREK
§I‘dPla.‘t Cmd.r 2ndL'b H. L. REED

IT. Narrative of Significant Events

Events in August were largely a continuation of trends and sit-
vations &3 inJange First platoon remained at Chu Lai Defense Command,
Under operational control of "B" Compeny until 26 August when returned
to company CP for operation JACKSON minus one vehicle C-13 of the light
section which remained at Chu Lai Defense Command.

On 4 and 5 August 1966 escorfied convoys to Quang Ngai and Tam Ky
respectivelye.

On 12 dugust 1966 the section at I/3/T moved to platoon CP at M/3/7T.
Light section moved to company CP..

On 18 August 1966 3rd platoon on mechanized recon at which time lead
ontos saw 60mm mortar rounds electrically wired.

On 19 August 1966 C-31 and C-35 escorted convoy to Quang Ngai. Heavy
gsection 1st platoon moved CP location to BT 515065.

27 August through 29 August 1966 company was on immediate standby for
operation JACKSON,
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 -
3:DMHsb3s
3123
27 Aug 1966

Frome Commanding Cfficer ‘
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marine Regiment

Subj: Gdmbeb Opereiiens After Action Report; dperation COLORADO
Encl: (1) After Aetion Report; Operation COLORADO

1. In accordance with your request, enclosure (1) is herewith. furnisheds .’

A~ R, E, HARRIS

. lat AI:_TTITANK BATT:
gg C LOG NO. @%‘Ebﬁc 6
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27 Aug 1966
Code Namee GCOLORADO, a "Olnt USMC=RVIAF search and destroy operatioh.

Dates of -O;}erati ON, Cr‘.‘vm'oany Parulclpat:x_on: - 1900~201010H August 1966.‘

Tocation. Co*rm.ny B operal Sl in both Tam KJ Dlstr'r ct and Thancr Binh
=Sl
Mstrict of Quang Tin B om e . , )

Cortrol Headquarters, S5tn Marine Regiment, Colonel C, F, WIDDECKRE
Gommandinge : : o o .

Task Organization

Company B (~}(Rein), 1lst Antitank Battalion

Gapt J, E, FEIKER Commanding Officer
- lstIt R. B, TIMBERG T Executive Officer
3Sgt Hs Jo FOGLE ' 2nd Platoon (~)-
SSgt Mg Fo HOLMN JR, : 2ud Platoon {-), Company A
15tLit Wo Ti BUCHANAN 3rd-Platcon
1stIt D. M, HUTSON . Det; H&S Corpany
1stlt Fs Se ROE : Det, H&S Company

T

8a

-Suppoyting Forces. None,

Inteilvgence. See 1st Marlne blV’LSlon INFSUMSs Tor the oocratlonal
period and Annex B (,lﬂ el.'_lgem,e) to 5th Marines Operation Order
32266, , .

’VIlss:Lon, Provide direct support to the Sih Murines; be prepared £
for empioyment anywhere in the Regz_n‘ental Zone as darected by the

~Cammanding Offlo\,r, Sth Merines.

S

Concept of Operations, Company B was to move to the opérating area

.in three increments. One platoon, on Deday, was to move iuto a

blocking position athwart the Miep Tuc Road in the vicinity of
BT 130300, * ®ith the 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines; preoviding convoy
sceurity enrautes The Aoths;: taro ,pimsbbcms ware $0 act as- securilily’

- forces for the Reglmentel Command Growp znd ISA cowoeys to Tan Ky

Upon 2rrival in the operati g arwa. 2nd for the duration of the
operation, Compamy B was to be p?‘npzﬂ“ed Tor employment in a direct
fire support role or in any other capacity as c._Lrected by the

Commnding Officer, 5th Marines,

e« Execution, -

W"Kﬁwsn)

J.;OO}_-i The 3rd PJ"toon aenarted the Company B Command Post with
uha “3rd Battalion, 5th Marines to estabiish the blocking force athwart
the Hiep Duc Road in the w icinity of the Hiil 53 complex, (BT 130360).

Forces wére in position at. 0605C0H,

@M@m S‘H[’FHE@
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3123 . :
27 Aug 1966

Opzb,OOHo The 2nd Platoon (Company A) departed the Comparv Command

- Post as security forces fcr the Regimental Command Group convoy,.
This convoy arrived at Tam Ky at 060430H, One Ohtos remained in
a defensive position covering the Song Tam Ky Bridge providing
security for six JP=li Refuelers which required a pontoon bridge -
‘©o cross the xiver, .This Ontos arrived at Tam Ky at 050700H,

(6 August) o o ' ’ KR
O509OOH. The Company Cormand Group and the 2nd Platoon moved with
the ISA convoy to Tam Ky, Ontos providsd securitys Convoy arrived
at Tam Ky at 061300H, E : : :

061500H¢ The. Commanulng Officer received a frag order from the
Cormariding Officer,” ‘Sth Marines dirzcting the two platoons at Tanm
K; and. the Company Headquarters to displace to Hill 53 to suppo:n
3/5¢

061510H, .Depa_rﬂtéd' Tan Kye
O61710H, * Arrived Hill 53, No incidentse
061730H -~ 061815H, The Cormanding Officer and the Commanding Officer,

3/5 made a “econﬁalssance of tDF battalwon sector to select Ontos
firing pos tlonso

061900H, 411 Ontos in posi itions as followss

Heavy séction at 129368 supovorting K/3/5
Iight section at 135357 supporting M/3/5
Light dection at 130370 supporting K/3/5
Light section at 136375 supporting K/3/5
Light section at 176370 supporting K/3/5

. D plus 1 (7 Au ast ) 5 ' '
. O70T3CH, The "‘ic,%'o"‘mpa’ ny Commander met with the Commanalng OffJ.cer, 3/5.
; ﬁénerai Onios Infantry patrol plans formulated.

, O709OOH@ Tne Comm»ndlng Officer and Platoon Commanders coordlnated
- With the Commanding Offlcer, 1/3/5 and completed detailed patrol
plansg , _

0710i5bH., A1l Ontos/Infannry patrols aepar+°d the Command Poot, Two
patrols were assigned the mission of screening the battalion peri~
meter approximately 100 meters to ihe northeast and southeast of

the Battalion Command Post.  The third patrol was assigned the mission
of searching out and dﬁstzcy1ng siipsrs who kb flrlrg ab

hollcopters entering the 1an £
| | :@gmsmssrf\@m
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(8 August) _ '
oa%“‘ﬁ“““‘ﬁm"?‘f O, The 3rd Platoon prov1ded direct fire support -
to a platoon from M/3/5 in a sweep from the Battalion. Command Post
through Chau . Xuan (2) \BI‘ 1183)48 ) and 'bach, No contacto

08180CH. The 3rd Platoon was placed in dlrect suwport of L/3/5s

. D plus 3 (9 August)
No chonge, Ontos continued to occupy éecurj’:by positions,
D' plus i (30 August)

F053501, " The Co received frag order to prov1de four Ontos to escort
artiliery to Hill 29 (BT 5303:5),,

102325H, Couvoy departed 3/5 CP with SSgte FOGLE commandmg the
Ontos cscor’b,
110050H,  Ceuivoy arrived Hill 29. o 1n01dents.

1Z2CI50H, Convoy returned to 3/%5 Command Poste

D plus 5 (11 August) : .
3108h0‘1° Received frag orders "displace in two echelens with the’
ET2%50 13/5) Commend Group to IHl1L 290

ll'LO.t,SW 1st echelon (Executive Qfficer, 2nd Platocn and 3rd Pla toon)
Bad Gy foe ST 29, woviding security fovr artillery, Jmﬂ.ved ot Hi1L

29 &% I1XILET,

"11‘??1}1& ?‘x’i echelon : Cﬁmmdq_;g Officer and 2ad Plzi‘t-oon\— i(Camp:m,}' A)

257814 3/5_ Command - Post_when Bravo Camend Groap received small armes
fire from BT J._jJng S while mrshallmg(vehlcles gn road, Outos denied

persdasion o five major saliber roundss

131235H 2nd echelion departed with Ontos providi ng convoy securlty.
ﬁa:'m\'ea #I1 29 ab 2111330d,
IP00H:  The 3rd Platoon displaged 50 Tam Ky on order of the GC‘., 2/11.:,

111700H. Received Commanding Officer, Sth Marines frag order to
displace remaining elements from Hill 29 to Tam Ky on the morning

Of 12 uugl:ls o,
iy plus 6 (12 Au{*ust)

120’( OHQ Ccmmenced chsp acement s ordereds
12083_0He Displacemen‘b-completed; assumed on=call statuse »

121600H; The Commanding Cfficer mot with the Commanding Officer, 2/5
and coordinated Ontos sapport of that unit for an operﬁtion to commence
the follewing day. Plans called for conbined (ntos/ Tank foices to
move into supporting fire positions on Hill 30 vieinit ty BT 210290

" 198327, A liaison team, consisbing of the Executive Offhcer
and oné radio operator,—min_lammq and coordinate Ontos fires

UNGLASSIE IED | ENCLOSURE (1)
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27 AJg 1966

- 218301{., A hoavy tiunderstorm. delayed the planned Ontos/’l‘
operatlon for at leaSu twelve hours. .

D plus 7 (13 August), The morning and early afternoon were devoted
to Teconnaissance of roads following the previous nights storm and
to revising plans to support 2/5, The tank company ¢id not feel it
could provide support dvue to the effect of the heavy rain cn the
terrain, An estimate of the situation indicated that it would be
extrémely difficult to reach supporting positiors on HEIL 30 due
to the nature of the terrain following “he storm, With the tank
company withdrawing from the operation the Commanding Officer
decided to make the northern thrust_ to BT 198327 and set in as a
blocking force in the vicinity of the railroad tracks. Excellent
. fields of fire for supporting 2/5 existed at this positione The’
‘Commanding Officert!s plan was approved by the Commanding Officer,
5th Marines and the necessary coordination with FSCC was accomph,hed
at 1630H, Tie company again displaced to Hill 29 in order to be
in a more favorable position to jump off early the f ollow:.ng morninga
‘Necessary coordination was completed by radio m.th the Cormandmg
Officer, 2/5 in ths evening,

D plus 8 (1L August) ' '

ILUZ00H, ™ Untos support of. 2/5 cancelled bJ Commanding Ofi‘lcer, 5th
: M:rmas as 2/5 diverted northward, Cowpany B was placed in direct

support of 1/5 and 2/11 to provide security for art:.llery firing

pos:.t:.ons on Hill 29,

140700H - 1u1200t1o Ontos ran two patrols with elements of 1/5 out
‘EB 1000 meters of the perimeter pos:.t10ns° Ho contact,

D glas (15 August) :
: 3550?’(‘(".' «» 1510308, Ontos ran one‘local securrty pat.rol ‘with mfantry.
Ontos continued In a sccurity role.

D plus 10 (16 August) » o ‘

" T0I230H ~ 181B30H, A light section from the 3rd Platoonﬂprov1ded
securlvy for a Z/11 recomnaissance party from Hill 29, south along
route #’L_, and inland about seven miles along the Tien Fiuoc Roade
Light sniper fire received. No fire returned, .

161325H, One VC sniper was shot by a member of Company Baaftsr he
opened fire on a water run party r\,turmr*g from Tam Ky, Action
occured in gz“d squis 2529, -

D plue 11 (17 August). Company B remained on H:Lll 29 prov1d1ng
security for artillery.
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D plus 12 (18 Auvgust) -
T80TO0E - O0QH, Company B displaced in two echelons to Tam Ky,

providing convoy security for artllleryg Upon arrival reverted to

on~call status, ‘

D plus 13 (:19 Jupust). No change.

D plus 14 (20 August)

201010HE, Company B returned to the Chu Iai Combat Base,

Resultse One VC KIA {gmwobable).

Admlnls brative Matters

S §EEE¥X’ No vroblems encountereds ILSA support excellent.,

be Maintenance, All problems encountered were corrected by the
crewmen or tLe “wo mechanics in the company headquarters groupe

Ce Treatment of Casualties, No casualties,

13
o

de Transportation, No problems,

es Comrmnications, Fair to good; excellent with PRC-25s,

o Medical Evalusticns No comment,

Special Equipment and Techniquese, None utilized,

Cormender?!s Analysis, Ontos units were erployed effectively during

the operation, Infantry ccmmanders at all levels attempted to
utilize the Ontos in direct fire support roles, Company B waes only
put in a stoetic defensive rele when, because of the rlow of the
combat situation, no other missions: existed elsewhere, The only
problem that was encountered was a seemingly ungrounded fear of
allowing the Ontos to fire major rounds, If the Ontos is going

te provide the fire support it was designed for, it must be under-
sbood that Ontos cirewman are trained professional. Marlnes who can !
Tight their vehicle safely and effectivelye

Recommendations

&, OContinue to utilize the Ontes in missions which exploit ths
vehicle?s inherent firepower and mobility,

bs Do not over coutrol %he use of its major caliber weapons ises give
greater Control to the antitank unit leader in the use of his '
vehicles, :
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o lst Anﬁim Bﬂm&aﬂ g
. 1st Marine Divisien (Rein), FMF =
rm &n Framim. ﬁa.litam&.& 96602

BM:QM g
| 28 Aug 1966
From: Cemmnding Officer L
"Tot GG, lst Marine Division {W} o
'sm: szmz? #65 for porieti m:m to W m;m 1966

1. ,WM

| | ' Light section losated b BT 45037 fired .
tmt;ru—fw 2& ramds 396& inte hﬂl 270 at BY Amw, Results WEKIZOW.

o W Heavy ssction located BT 430058 fired foriy~
- one (I;l) kill 2‘?0 at BT hBO0AT. lets wlwown.

—/_ ’ 20 m & -1

o Gompany G () Wﬁ 1a support pi‘}'ewim' Jackson,

S R R RBRS
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