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HEADGUARTERS
lst Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:JCF:mhs

5750

Ser. No. 01167
10 May 1967

From“: Commandlng Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine D1v151on

5ubj: Covmand Chronology for Period 1 April to 30 April 1967

Ref:” (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(c¢) Div0 5750.2B

Encl: / 1) 1lst Engineer Battalion Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c)
enclosure (1) is submitted.
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
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"PART I

ORCANIZATTONAL DATA

1+ DESIGWAT.ION ' QQI‘MANDER ‘
1st Engineer Battalion Maj Ce O, NEWION 204ugbé - Present

SUBORD INATE UNITS

H&S Compeny (-) Capt HoA. MORGAN III 15Mar67 - Present
Support Company (-) Capt WeJ. GLEESON 1~23Apr67

| Maj P.J. SHANK ‘ -234pr67 - Present
Company A (Rein) Capt HeE, ITCHKAWICH 35ep66 - Present
Compgny B (~) ‘ . Capt R.W. PALKENBACH 8Sep66 - Present
Company C A | , Capt H.L LUTTRELL » ‘ 83epb6 = Present
1st Plt ¢ Co, 3rd Engr Bn. 1et Lt. E.C. DEAR 8Aprilé6 - Present
2.. LOCATION
Battalion minus Company A (Rein) T = 21 Apr Chu Lai, RVN
Battalion mimus Company B (-)(Rein) 21 - 30 Apr DaNang, RVN
Company A (Rein) | 1 -8 apr DaNang, RVN
Detachment 1st Engineer Bn. 8 ~ 21 Apr DaWang, RVN
Company B (~) (Rein) 25 - 30 Apr ‘Chu Lai, RVN

3. SIAFF QFPICERS

Executive Officer Maj E.J, TCOWHSEND 25J§n67 - PResent
Sergeant Major Sgtlaj F.C. TOMON 29Nov66 - Present
S-1/Adjutant 2nd Lt J. MOUTQI 4Dec66 - Present
§-2 | 1st Lt D.M, Hov66 - 23Apr67
Capt W.J. 23Apr67 - Preggnt
S “ . , ’ -
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5~5

Supply Officer
Communicgtions Officer
Medical Officer

M. T, fficer

Engr. Bquip. Officer
Utilities Officer
Construction Officer

4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

DECLASSIFIED

Maj P.J. SHANK

Maj J.Ce FLOYD

Capt L.R. CORWEWELL
Capt H.A. MORGAN IIT
Ca.pf TW.F. BYRNE ‘

1st Lt P,A, BERKHEIMER
Lt (USNR) J".A.x BACKER
1st Lt J T, WYNN

ond Lt G. MACKY

18t Lt MIZERAK

WeOe ReH. MCALLISTER

i sy
24 T2% 1 10
PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1Apré7 - 23Apré67
23Apr67 -~ Present
14Mar67 - Present
14Mar67 - Present
TSepbb6 -~ Present
24Feb6T ~ Present
8Aug66 -~ Present
24/gb6 ~ Present
255ugbb ~ Present
11Feb67 ~ Present

10Sepéb ~ Present

The First Engineer Battalion (-) was in general supporf of Task Force
X-Ray in the Chu Lai TAOR. Company."A" reinforced with 2nd Platoon Company
#B" and detachments of Headquarters & Service and Support Companies provided

engineer support to the st Marine Division in the DaNang TACR.,

One officer

and 19 men were under the operational control of the Chu Lai Defense Command

for the period of 1 - 26 April 1967.

The engineer Companies with support

from Headquarters and Service and Support Companies participated in Operations

Boone, DeJoto, CGrand & Union and numerous small unit operations.

General

engineer tasks, pioneering rosds, bunker and observation tower construction,

and daily road sweeps required full eéffort by the Battalion.

was provided for six Rough Rider Con{my.s.

Bngineer Support

On 8 April 1967, = detachment from 1st Engineer Battalion was activated
at DaNang RVN. The Detschment consisted of Compeny A (Rein), tst Engigger

Battalion and Company C (Rein) 3rd Engr. Bn.
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On 21 April 1967 the 1lst Engineer Battalion Commznd was shifted from
Chu Lai, RVN to DaNang, RVN. On 25 April Company "B" (-) (Rein) was placed
under operational control of the 5’ch Marines,

From 1 April until 18 April 1967 nine sweep teams swept 370,200 meters
of road in the Chu Lai TACR.

During the period of 8 to 30 April 1967, 13 sweep teams swept 749,500
meters of road in the Dallang TAOR.

PART 111

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. PER?ONNEL

G'alns and Losses

During month Joined two Marine officers, 41 Marine
enlisted; dropped one Marine officer,
15 Marine enlisted.
b. Casualties Nine WIA's and two KIA's
2. INTELLIGENCE

a. Recoﬁnaiséancé‘ Bridge recon from BT 548015 to BT 605722

Bridge and Road recon from BS 642748 to
BS 698766,

Bridge and Road recon from BT 548015 to
BT 605722,

Bridge recon from AT 974769 to AT 938908

b. Weather“,"* Scattered showers for three days which did not delay any
operations. Remaining time was warm to hot and humid.

c. Enemy Ofdﬁance

(1) nSix boobytraps and 19 mines were discovered and destroyed in
the DaNang and Chu Lai TAOR during routine patrols and sweeps.
Ref: SITREP of 1lst Engr Bn, Chu Rai, RVN 1-18 Apr,
~ SITREP of detachment lst Engr Bn, DaNang, RVN 8-21 Apr,
STTF_EP of 1st Engr Bn, DaNang, RVN 22-30 Apr.

(2) Rough Rider from DaNang to Thang Binh located three mines and
a fourth was detonated by a vehicle,

Ref: CO A Co. AA Rpt JCB/Jcb over 3000 of 8May67.
Tab C
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d. Tunnel/Caﬁg]Fortification Destruction

(1) On 1 April at BT 515113 destroyed one 300m tunnel using 440
lbs of cratering charges and 25 1bs Calcium Carbide.

Ref: SitRep of 2 April 1967.

(2) On 6 April at BT 625006 destroyed one cave 20' long with 150
1lbs TNT.

Ref: SitRep of 7 April 1967.

(3) Discovered and destroyed the following caves and bunkers
during conduct of Operation DeSoto:

(a) 120 Bunkers

(v) 9 Cavé'complexes
Ref: CO Co. C AA Rpt JEM:ejo over 3480 of 7 May 1967. Tab B

(&) During the period 1 to 3 April 1967, an Englneer/LVTE-
employment team fired four line charges in a clearing operation in the
1/7 TEOR, In addition to that destroyed by the line charges, the engineers
also destroyed two bunkers and two boobytraps.
Ref: CO Co. A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 8 May 1967. Tab C

‘e. Other Ordnance. The following types and quanities of U.S. ordnance
were destroyed:

105mm 106 RR  Bimm  60mm 57 RR 3.5  M=79 4.2
72 b 68 58 2 2 2 1

8" Round  LAAW  M-26 _
i B L 10
Ref: SitReps of April 1967 and CO C Co. AA Rpt JEM:ejo over 3480 of
7 May 1967. Tab B

3. TRAINING

a. Land Mine Warfare and Demolitions Schools graduated 489 at DaNang
and 165 at Chu Lai. Total 654 students. School at Chu Lai was terminated

on 13 April 1967 due to relocatlon of the Battalion, Engineer units had
100 graduates.

Ref: SitReps of April 1967.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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L, OPERATIONSH

7 April 1967 Operation DESOTO, which began 28 January
1967, terminated 7 April 1967 and all
Engineer personnel and equipment were
returned to the ist Engineer Battalion
area, 2nd Platoon (Rein), Company C
provided close combat engineer support
to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment in the conduct of a search and
destroy operation in the Quang Ngai
Province, RVN, Demolition support en-
compasses the use of 15,000 pounds of
explosive to destroy nine cave complexes,
20 boobytraps and 120 bunker type em-
placements. A water purification and
Ov distribution unit was established which
: produced an average of 4,500 gallons of
potable water and 3,000 galloms of shower
water per day. Engineer technical assis-
tance was given in construction of bunkers,
emplacement of barbwire and use of demo-
litions. 3,000 feet of roads were con-
structed within the 3/7 C.P.. This road
construction plus excauvation for bunkers
and fuel storage areas involved moving
20,000 cubic yards of earth. Upon ter-
mination of the operation, all facilities
were transfered to the U,5. Army.
Ref; SitReps of 1Apré7 to 8Apr67.
CO Co. C AA Rpt JEM/ejo over 3480
dated 7 May 1967, Tab B

m 18 April 1967 Co. A provided engineer support te convoy
moving ARVN troops as part of Operation
UNION, -
Ref: CO Co. A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000
" of 9 May 1967. Tab D

20 April 1967 - 25 April 1967 One squad from Company C provided engine-
er support to 3rd Battalion (-) (Rein),
7th Marine Regiment in conduct of oper-
atien GRANDE in Dai Loc Province, RVN,
Engineers were utilized to destroy four
250 pound bombs and one dud 105mm round.
A1l personnel returned to 1st Engineer
Battalion area upon completion of the
operation.,

Ref: OSitReps of 21Apré7 to 26Apr67 and
CO Co. C AA Rpt GGG:hle over 3000
dated 7 May 1967, Tab A

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD ?IR §200.10

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

23 April - 30 April 1967 Operation UNION continues in the Nui Loc
Son and Heip Duc Valley area with Company
B (~) (Rein) in direct support of the
5th Marines,
Ref: SitReps of B Co. 1st Engineer Bat-
talion of 23 - 30 April 1967

5. WATER SUPPLY. The Battalion is operating seven water points and seven
bath units in the DaNang TAOR. Potable water distributed was 3,221,200
gallons. Shower water dlstrlbuted was 1,306,900 gallons.

Ref: SitReps for April 1967.

6. ROADS Constructed 400m two lane road and 600m one lane road. Ime
proved 600m with additional laterite wearing surface. Hauled, spread and
compacted 3,500 cuyds of fill,

Ref: SitReps for April 1967

7, BIVIL AFFAIRS/CIVIC ACTION. The Battalion has not conducted any Civic

Action for this period due to the relocating of the Battalion from Chu Lai
to Dalang. New hamlets will be assigned.

PART IV

 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
TAB\/L& CO Co. C AA Rpt GGG]hle'ovei« 3000 of 7 May 1967.
'y/g CO Co. C AA RptﬁJEM:ejo over 480 of ? May 1967.
/c CO Co. 'AYIAA-‘JRpt JCB/ jeb over 3000 of 8 May 1967.
VB CO Co. A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 9 May 1967,

E CO Co A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 9 May 1967.
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a GOMPANY "on
18t Engineer. Battalion
st Merine Division (Rein) FMP

FPO San Francisco, Califoraia 96602
GGG/hle
3000
7 Vay 67

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Cormanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subjs Combat a.fter action report

Ref: éag Div0 348041
b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000, sheet §64.0 IV Series L7014

1¢ Code Name: Operation GRANDE

2. Dates of operation: 200930H Apr67 to 251700H Apré7
3+ Location: Dai Loc Province, Republic of Vietnam

4. Command and Control Headguarters:

3/7 (=) (Reint) Major R JURDAN
"C" Cosy Supvort Team Sete J.:P. B{gTES

i

5¢ Jask Organizstions NA

6e Supvorting Forces NA

7o Intelligences 3/7 Se2

8+ Mission: To provide close combat eng:.neer support to 3/7 (=)
(Reinf) for = five day operatione

9« Concept of @eratlo;; One NCO and nine men with five pounds
of demolition each were. in divect support of M/3/7 and L/3/751‘.h3.s
team consisted of men from. the 1st and 2nd Platoon of Company "V,
1st Bngineer Battalion. '

10s EBExecution: A nine man-engineer team departed this CP at 171300H
Apr67 to furnish olose combat engineer support ta 3/7 (~) (Reinf).
The operation commenced at 2009303 Apré7. -
 Engineer support was not roguived on 20 2 ond 24 April 1967,
A 105 dud was destroyed at coordinates KI 6648 5 with four pounds
of TNT on 220730H Apr67.
Destroyed four 250 pound bombs at coordinates AT 785545 with five
pounds of C-4 on eachs The bombs were within 150 meters of each other
and were destroyed betWeen 1400 and 1600 on 25 April,

. "1.’3-1.‘*» R AT
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The operation terminated at 251700H April 67 and the teams
returned to this CP at 261230H Apr6T.

11« Resultss Four 250 pound bombs and a 105 round were destroyed
using 20 pounds of -4 and 4 pounds of TNT,

12, Administrative Remarks: None

13, Special Equipment and Techniques: None

14, Commanders analysis: No: unusual problems were encountered and
the demolition work of this engineer team was routine.

LR
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CQipANY nCn
1st Bngineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO S Francisco, @aliformia 96602

JEMiejo
3480
T Moy 67

Prom: Commanding Officer
‘Tos Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment
Via: Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subjt Combat After Action Report
Refs 2 % Div0 3480,1
b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000 Series L7014 Sheets 6728 I,1I
6838 III, TV
1. Code Name: Search and Destroy Operation Desoto
2s Dates of Operation: 28 Jamuary 1967 to 7 April 1967,

3. Location: Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnem =~

4e CLommand and Control Headquarters: c.Cr CRD&J’/‘:I'e/C,J,Z

7th Marines (-) (Rein) Col
3rd Bn, 7th Marines It Col BRONARS
ond Platoon, "C" Co, . 1stls Jo 2o MODQVAID

1st Engineexr Battalion

5¢ Tagk Organizationt

ond Piatoon, '"C" Co, lstEngzBn
Det Supt Co, lotiugxrin

6+ Supporting Forces: N/A

T Intellisencse: Tth larine Reglwents IHULZ %
8, ions To pro«ride clooe combat engine
; 5 in the ax

T o
e

ey
of operation in the Duc

13
28

suppo”*‘ to the United

Pho,

9¢ Concept of Operafiom: 2nd Piaboon, "¢ Cmﬂpan:r, reinforced 'bJ
elements of = ”upno:u w"mm,/ was in direct zupport of the Zrd Beisalion,
Tth Mari reinforced by the iaﬂoT ing perscnnel and
eq}u.p*x@f’r e

e c~l‘.ﬁ‘qic/’opera’aor;
g .

i-lagy y'\ pinent operator
d=Water Su.pnly person *1“1

Bouipment:
1=D-4 Tragton laileter Supply Thit

T e ST i
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10, Executions T On Janusry 26, one (1) five (Sgan team left the
battalion and was attached to Lima Company, the first unit of the

3rd Battalion, Tth Marines to depart. The following day, January

27, the remainder of the 2nd Platoon Charlie ‘Company ®eported to the
Commending Officer, 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines and each letter company
was assigned an engineer teame "K" Company wag -assigned an eleven (ll)
man team, "M" Company and "K" Company a five (g) ‘man team eachs The CP
group consisted of one (1) officer and four (4) enlisted, On Jemuary
28, the battalion went by convoy to Quang Ngai where they remained the
night. On January 29, the battalion was helilifted to the Nui Dang
area BT 815386 with "K" Company along with its engineer detachment
going to Nui Dau BT 875324, Water point personnel joined the CP group
at Quang Ngai, On January 30 the Heavy Equipment operators and mechéanics
Jjoined the CP groups On January 30th the water point was set upe On
February 1, the water point moved to the well site on the LZ. The bath
mwit was brought in the next day and set up the bath site, Hot showers
were given that day. '

On 2 Febrmary, the D=4 Tractor was brought in. It began work im-
mediately digging ammnition and fuel bunkers for the LZs It also made
rough roads to gain access to these bunkers. The tractor was used ex-
tensively, putting out 8 Engineer hours, (about 11 man hours per day)e
Maintenance was performed before and after operation by the equipment
mechanics

During the first week of the operation the engineers assigned to K"
Company on top of the Hill at Nui Dang, BT 820389 worked on clesaring
paths for outpost and positions for "K" Company and India Battery. The
hill hed been previously mined by RVN forces when they cemirolled the hill,.
No record of the minefield layout could be found, and ARVN Enginders were
not available, Paths and outpost were breached using Bangalore Torpedose
The area was then checked by nine detectors and probing.

During the first week of the operstion covering the period from 29
Jemuary to 4 Februsry 211 companies conducted operstions and were asccom-
panied by engineer teams with the exception of the engineers attached to
Lima Company who remained on Mui Dew Hill to continue clearing paths for
position on the hill. DMost of the work done by these teams consisted of
blowing up mines and booby trapse On 29 January 1967 two (2) WP 3,5 rounds
and one (1) M-79 round was blown at BT 819401, On 30 January fourteen
(14) 60 M1 Mortars were blown at BT 825389, A VC cotton mill was blown
.at_BT.822402, On January 31, six (6) booby tTapped fregmentation grenades
end four (4) recoiless rounds and fourteen (14) 60MM Mortar rounds were
destroyeds The following day one 442 * round, two (2) 57MM recoiless
rounds and one (1) 40MM round was destroyed at the same locations Also
destroyed on 1 February were fourtecn (14) 81MM Morter rounds, and sixteen
(16) 60IM mortar roundse The engincer team from "M" Company went on a
company sweep to Quy Thein (2). Two (2) cnery bunkers were found and .
blown with cratering chargess Also the "M" Company team blew ten (10)
81MM Mortar rounds and seventy (70) 105MM rounds. On February 4 one
engineer from "M" Company wes WIA when he was hit in the head by a fragment
of & friendly airoraft bomb at BT 818395. He sustained only slight wound
and required no medical evacuation.

The CP group blew one (1) M-26 booty trap in the CP arca BT 812384
on 28 Jarmery. The following day two (2) 60MM mortars and ome (1) 105
round was blown in the CPs On January 31, 1967 the CP group went to join
the team from "M Company in blowing VC bunkers at BT 803391, Thirty (30)
enery bunkers made of rmd and reinforced with heavy lumber and iron with
about 2 feet of carth on the top were destroyed with two (2) cratering

ous?
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chempes ench. Ons house was blown with two (2) crabering charges.

Two LZ) Crat e“mg cherges wore wsed to blow a reinforced gate. One

br.Lbk gchool house was bl 20 po ‘nls of TNT. A house znd bunker

b1 oum J’*T« g az.l's‘.:h a6 tay using foux {4 ) crasering charges

¥ ving cf vae 31st vhen the CP group left
ceT bom with them that met at the bridge

hat bnon previously blown oubt and

’lh night before the gisel bean had

end was in the water., Az Mgrines on both sides

to 1ift the beamy a bookty trapped 60MM mortar
c¢ff the path on the south approach. It was

172 pound of Ge4e The men withdrew fron the northern

and one engineer began probing for booby traps. His

firing dovice of a buried 60MM Mortar and it went off

mano e was medically evacuated by muile to C&C at i Dang.
Uz, y the CP group did the following within the CP areat blew

L) ¥RA3 wine, one 105 Mfround, two (2) bunkers using one (1) cratering

charge eack, Miew one 60MM morbtar, blew thirty eight (38) S1MM mortar duds
and two {2) 8 inch rounds. In zddition the CP group blew (25) Chi Con

grov zdes, two (2) 2-10 m:meg and .fourteen (14) concussion grenzdes made

D wrepped with C-4. This smmnition was found in froms of the lines
along with two (2) Viet Cong KIA'S after an atback thet nighte 4lso blown

up with the VO amrumition was four (4) LAAW'S and one (1) M-26 Dud Grenadey
AT thesc evplosives were blown in one pile with 25 pounds of C-4.

Cn ﬁeo.cu xry 2, the €2 group along with the engineer attachment from
India Company accompanied A Company Zrd Battalion, 5th Marines, who had
joined 3/7 in the opers Hion. In addition toc the "CW Company engineers,
there were also tuc 2) sngineers from '"BY Compary, lst Ingineer Datialion
who wes amed o YM" Company, 3rd Battalion 5th Marines. The sweep
took place in the avea of BY 825378, Twenty Two (22) bunkers, seven (7
of them reinforzced were blown. Eight (8) cratering charges, three (3)
satchel chavges emd elaven fifty (50) pound boxes cf TUT were used to blow
the Tuwikex I addition 5) 81 MM mortars cne (1) & dnch rourd, one
(1) ve .»e;:cnc" dharge and {1) i Com grenade were blewn using a tobal
of 15 vowmds of (-4, - oup reburned o Mui Dang thabt night on the
resupply run, leaving lnwa o .many tean attached to 3/7.

n 8 Fomm.c vy, the CP group was ordered to go out to Hill #26 BT 834936
where "M" Co, 5/ 5 wag onerating in order to get an es tinate on the smount
of explogives and *to assist in the de a csve somplex om
hill. TUpon arriving ab that posi tmn 15 wm learned that one engin
was hit by fragments a uuencﬂy avh
He wes evacuated ﬁ”
COMDL Y Lo :Lu "ﬁ'd,% e
po1,.1'1c1:,~¢9:5wr
The coves we
DYanCAE G
WTT™57 2 50171 g oi"

thres \)\ 1000
cavese W
Hill #26 joined the s
bunkers in the villagme
bunkers and family sheliers were ‘n
plosivess On 7 Febins Y o *hc cave ¢
10C0 pounds were usst ox of

e e e

tO JO_L'
a't r-"l’\ ]
all LhE..T 03 ;.’lq",-r-a ;
beoon puchod g¢o thet on
oi‘ Ty" brid are 1

&

D

o

F

b}

e

ar
sry round ea“llev- .Ln the dage
he cam

‘,1o~ to arrive n” the eflu nesys on
v LY Company )/? and de.stroyed

at 3T 8_) 3969 Mrer 14'\— Yo (OQ)
n using a Jtots:v, of 500

on a s’ﬂa,l" er cave Tound dain

To

b i AR T i AT
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Qt’l 4 éumug—y t e € ",rlpr_a'l team from "KM Company rear BT 875324

was sent to check on 'o},Ul"bLC’ dud merber rounds VWhile scarching for
the dud. s mno*‘lc"‘ wes Tound ia the srsa thab was s*‘-**susse:. o L.e ;

ad hao
his reor
The WIA had
aredo

umebhout the month

(S a .

7 continue
% ‘ 28 83 a four or
Then on all (.)Ck“.d.l_'.OTLSq swee ns ané defensive
provldlng on.glnﬂcr teans for the 4 com’oam.cs
‘:w n'ﬁovuied to ,,,/7 wnich
£/2/7 revlaced G/o/7 aud
to the five Gh_,]_n
) ngined within the OF area.

¥y "‘ Tas dOC¢uLd ﬂmt the water poi‘n nr-fi to
2 i1'; was on the LZ, was ;
dcopiers. Alsc ithe -’-'rIOx-:'*"’ wit,

'/

il

the

e~
AR

w]fls_c;,:. Car the omram 24 to be moved becanse the dump was
to o Othen 2 sccuted oute The fe-v"o Bitity

waber fron y cn the side of Nui Dau, was

: cloens 'bo supply the euount of wabtar
~ound source was loceited.  Upon
z wator was replenishing i4-

b was decided to use this

esg o this srea wos throuph

3 -

Jc.LL oeudu
arca it wag found ik
it could be wumped

oY
PoOINT . &8

““ook dzout four
Upon completion
and shouwsrs were rslocabed and the old
er about tuwc weeks abt the new site which was locabed atb
s the w,,.ter again begsn to run low. Well points were brought in
and (iuven down sbout 10 feet. This gave g good output for "'bO‘UL, a week
and then could not maintain mougn ouvtput. 4hout 30 rmoters 3
this source, another hole wes dug to tuy o lur,:,ak e
Thrre 40 pound cratering charges were used %o open this ho!
the "J~4 troctor was uged to deepen the bcln Emoug%
2 7 the ronda for ine rﬁm"

O

ey ey I
[ZSRCIRSEENEIC U VI

I 1‘ I
J-.

water per lz}; and 3,000 &
The Dwd tractor was us H e'z:‘bensivcly during the enbtire operaticn.
It wes vesed to dig armwmition dump and fuel dump for both fuel 'ble*.l:e:cs
and boadsd fuele a2 throughout the Nud il by the
tractore Ik P ,
25 mont e el = red very
of 1 Febwumry to 7 Loril 1967, thetbract
of zhoul 4 dayss Some of this desdli =
vhich wer not on hqnég Ve-r-v g'rv‘ o
who : : : e

C\,...‘LU( L

W 0 e ‘
7 the .Lm[‘."n A mechanic

oa e : : 'Vs daily vnder the
Supervigiin tuc E‘.;‘;mpjcr P’.choocn Coman;.c:co “ractor accurmlated
: 4 L ’
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572 machine hours duting the period of its uses This is an average

of about 8% hours per daye The justification for the request of the

Dt tractor in a Division Engineer Battalion as part of its TE is that

it can be made helicopber transportadles It was helilifted into the Nui
Dang arca fron Chu Le.l at the begimning of the operation, in fact by a
CH-53 Holicoptor. However upon completion of the operation, it was found
thet the CH-53 could not 1ift it out. This.ray hayve been-due.to.the
diffexence-in-the temperature from rebmary I to Apml. It wes lifted oud
after removing the shovel and tracks and a few other paz:‘ts. “When the
tracks arc removedy new tracks rmst be used so it would be impracticel to
nove a D=4 tractor into an arca for a short period of time.

The teams accompanying the companies were used extensively in blowing
up friendly duds dropped by aircraft or dud artillexry or mortar roundse
Also misfires of friendly ordnance was disposed of by the enginecrse Booby
trops were blown in place and enemy bunkers were blown up, time permitting
as an arca was passeds On February 11 two men accompanying '"M" Company
at BT 815692 found and destroyed one Chi Com grenade and one bamboo grenade
beoby traps 4t The same tine, two bunkers were blown with one satchel
charge cache. A4 cave complex was destroyed at BT 821407 using 800 pounds
of shape chargess The charges were placed on top of the cave and the
blast destroyed the cave by cruching it inward.

The operation continued through March with the platoon providing
enginecr support as befores A team accompanicd "L" Company in in Iue
BT 828385 found and destroyed a booby trapped 155 round with an M26
grenade detonator on 1 Marche On about 3 March a tean of enginecrs
joined by enginecrs from 9th Bngineers blew a cave complex at BT 835396,
Zbout 1200 pounds of demolitions were useds JLbout a week later 5 bunkers
were destroyed abt BT 840389, North of Nui Dau the enginecrs destroyed
23 bunkers and 2 small cave complexes, 600 pounds of C-4 were used.
Threée complexes of sizes 329 fee’c, 1307 feo’c and 60 feet were destroyed at
BT 823401, Only 37 cratoring charn*es were-used because no more could be
gotton. This just closed the entrances to the: cavese 4 similier incident
occured at BT 82841l. Since enough demolition to destroy the cave complex
of gbout l_@O neters in length could not be obtained, the entrance was
closed wih:-obout 120 pounds of C-4s A 250 pound bomb booby trapped was
blown at BT 828385, Three spider holes were blown near the same areas
Two fighting holes and 9 family bunkers werc destroyed at Nui Dauw. Alsc
at Nui Dam a helmet was found juet outside of the CP aren. Underneath
the helnet was & wire attached to the pin of an M26 grenade, The booby
trap was destroyed in place. On about 18 March the engineers at Fui
Dan began clearing a path for g mule trail .and the northern portion of
the hill, The existing trail was widened by use of Bangalore Torxpedos.
This was because of the RVN nminefield that was left on the areca of the
hill, The enginecrs on Nui Dau also uscd demolitions to blow positions
for bunkers and fighting holes about 10 cratering charges and 15 shape
cherges wers used to do this,

Marines attached to "M" Company at BT 817398 gave classes on mines
and booby traps to the company. Also the engineer tean blew a cave cone
plex using 5 cratering chargese Demclition work was done on the trail
leeding to Mui Dangto provide a path for ONTOS. 4 double apron fonce
was built around the '"M" Company CP at BT 827402, &4 hedge row was blcim
with bangalores at Su Binh to provide fields of fire. '"K" Company tean
operating in the erea of BT 852395 blew one 100 pound bomb booby brapped.
Three Chi Com booby traps werc blown in the same arecas
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On March 30, two engincers were accompanying an “L" Corpany patrol
in the areca of BT 779399. As the patrol passed a hidden spider hole
the sniper came out and shot at the patrol. One engincer was hit gnd
kKilled,

On 4pril 1, thre¢ enginecrs were with "G" Compary at BT
Before setting up a night perincter, the engincers were asked to
check the area for bocby traps after dne men had set cne off and
was wounded. 4 booby trapped 105 r‘cgnd was founde It was narked to be
blown latcrs L helicopter medivac was called to extract the WIAs ‘Vhile
hovering over the hill}, an explosion went off blowing up the helicopter.
The wounded werc carricd off the hill end a third explosion went off,..
Later wires were found near the explosion which showed the bombs may heve
been comnand detonated type. This type of device could not easilv bhsv~
been detected by engineers in a visusl scarche On 2 Aprdil the engineers
were t0ld to destroy the renaining part of the danaged Huey helicopters
100 pounds of C=4 was used to destroy the plane .

The CP group with the battalion at Nui Dang was performing engincer
work for the battalions 4 CO's bunker 24'X%6% wos Bbuilt. The structure
was built with 6'X12' lunbere One layer of 312" was placed on the top _
and sidese Flast ontrances were built on either side. 4 12'X12!' structure
was built for the C&C hospital area. A4 6'X12' structure was heddivith
two legers -of 3'X12'! on the top was bu:.l’c. The CP group engincers glso
assisted in inmproving the perimeter defemsds by plac:mg tangle foot
barbed wire around the 1500 neber perineters The engineers also layed in
Claymore mines arownd the perineter and. instructed the infantry on its
Opera’clon. Fn.ve faucets des:gned by‘the englnec.rs._mere ~algo_placed. around
—These fire faucects
nixed mth napalm. o The

;Qlaced. Detone;blng coOTd WAS plaocrl on £0p 0f tht barrel around $he top
cut off 4o cut off the top upon detonation. In front of the barrel was
placed a WP or J.ncendiazy grenedc. The gronade, the TNT and th> = 0. t
detonating cord were 21l conrected together with electricsl blas bi'n'* v
caps in seriese The faucet threw napalm in a 25 meter radius upon
de"acna:bmg. The detonation was accomplished by using a FRC~25 battery.
Makeshift firing boards were nade so that either the claymores or the
fire famcets could be detonated by the guard in a bunker with a probe
Also the nen in the CP group instructed the arrmmition technicians on

the proper way tc use C~4 to cxplode grade 3 aprunitiond The engineers
also set up classes for other people joining the 3rd Battalion now in

the ficlds This was requested because of the frequency that the units
were encountering booby traps in the fielde Classes were given on-the
type of booby traps encountered and the men were instructed how to locate
5 booby trape BSirulated booby traps werc set up with firing devices for
practical instruction. Classes werc also given on the employment of cloy-
more mines and denonstration shown of its use.

On about 29 March, platoon fron "B Company was sent to Nui Dang to
oeonstruct an operating roon for 0&Ce The '"B" Company platoon was under -
the operational control of 2nd Platoon "C'" Company. The tuilding was a
241X36" structure. The framework corsisted of 12'X12" lunber for post
and capse Concrete footings were used and a concrete deck was built. The.
roof, two sides and eoncrete deck was finished before the project was
secured duc to termination of the operation. The opershiion sccured on
7 Lpril 1967,
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11, Resulbs: e The company had four {4) WIA and two (2) KIA. Fifteen
thousand 2159000) pounds of explosives were used to destroy nine (9) cave
complexesy 20 booby traps and 120 type bunker emplacementse J4bout 6500
board feet of lumber was used and 250 pounds of nailse. Waber output was
4,500 galleons per day of Tresh waber and 3,000 gellons per day of shower
waters The D4 txmagotor worked a total of 5§72 hours. In doing this the
tractor work Involved a %obval of 20,000 cubic yards of earths fhoutb
35000 feet of rosds werxe buili in the Fuil Dang areas

12,  Mnministrative Remarks: Resupply of engineer items were very slows
Iumber, culverisy and other construction material delayed projects for
weeks. Resupply of demolition in the figld was also very poor scmetimes
cauging an improper or incompletedestiruction of enemy fortification.
Mgintenance support for the Dwd tractor was excellent. Parts and mechanics
were sent whenever needed,

13, Svecial Equipment and Technicuest: 4 Ded tractor used because of its
small size made it possible to be helilifted into this areas A D=4 tractor
is not organic to a division engincer wnit, but becanse of the remobeness
of the arca end because all supplies sad peracyrel had %o be brought in by
ailr, this tractor was chosen. 4 great deal of ground work was necessary
in this area such ag ammmnition snd fuel bunkers and rosdwork. The D=4
dractor's performance was excellent in that 3t did all of the work re-
guired on this operation with s minirmum of breakdowns.

14, Commanders Mnalysis: Meny infantry casualties were taken on this
operation due %0 enocry booby traps. A well canontlaged booby trap mine
is just as dif
mane 1t &ic

[ T SN

anywey the responeibility of each man to consbantly be alert
to the possibility of booby treps.

Recomner It is reccrmended that considerabion be given in
the vl ng 207 ton, alloting time and for:logistleal
support of cngineer units thset are to destroy enemy cavesy bunkers an?
other fortifications, This would prevent the reuse of emplacements out
of which they had previously been driven., 411 fortifications should be
destroyed whenever possible as they are sncountered during sm operations

§ et
Jo E. MCDOHALD
By direcction ) .
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COMPANY "A" ; T

Q Ist Engineer Battalion .
st Marine Division (Rein) FMPF "
" FPO, San Francisco 96502
JCB/ jeb
3000
8 May 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subj: After action report

Ref: (a) Div0 3480.1
{b) Map Vietnam, Sheet 6658 IV, Series LT01

l. Code Name: None

2. Dates of Operation: 1 through 3 May 1967

3, Location: 1st Battalion, 7 Marines TOAR, Vicinity of AT 957680

4s Command and Control Headquarters: Platoon from "A" Co, 3rd LVI's
WO TUNSTALL

5. Task Organization: Not Applicable

6. Supporting Force: Not Applicable

7. Intelligence: 1/7 - S-2

8, Missgion: To provide combat engincer support to Brd LVT's for a three
day clearing mission.

9. Concept of Operation: One NCO and three men with ten pounds of
demclition each were in support of 3rd LVT's., The clearing operation was
coordinated by 1/7.

10. Execution: A four man engineer team departed this CP at O1lN500 H Mayé7
to furnish support to 3rd LVP's. The clearing operation commenced at 011100
H May67s
A dud line cha:rge was destroyed at 011600 E May67 with 24 pounds C4
Destroyed a punki pit booby trapped with an M26 grenade w1th 2% pounds
C4
Destroyed 2 bunkers at 021400 H May67 with 10 pounds C4 eaoh
Destroyed a dud line charge at 021600 H May67 with 24 pounds C4
Destroyed booby trapped pubji pit with 2% pounds C4
Returned to lstEngrBn area at C31145 H May67

11. Results: Two punji pits,” two bunkers and two line charges were de-
stroyed with a total of 30 pounds of C4.

12, Administrative-Remarks: None I

13. . Special Equipment and Tecklniques: None

14, Commanders Ana.lys1s Fo unusual problems were encountered and the
demolition work of this engineer team was routine .and the use of “engineers
was execubed properly by 3rd LVT's.

L Febblter b
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COMPANY "A"
1st Engineer Battalion
lst Merine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO, San Francisco 96602 .. .

*”55‘ JCB/ jcb
3000
9 May 1967

From: Commanding 0fficer ‘
Tos Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

Ref's a) Div0 3480.1 7
b) Map Vietnam, Sheet 6658 IV, Series L701

le Code Name: Operation Yell . .so -

2, Dates of Overation: 18 Apr 1967 to 20 Apr 1967
3. Location: Hamlets of Ha Horg-Tey (1) & (2) Coor 005395

4. Command and Control Headguarters: 2/1 (-)(Rein) - LtCsl HEWLETT
N Reinforced by "G" Company 1/1

Capt CARTER

5. Task Organization: Not Applicable

6; Supporting Force: Not Applicable L

7. Intelligence: 2/1 - 5-2

8, Migsion: To pr ov1derneccessary close combat support and engineer
&850

support to 2/1 (-){Rein).

9. Concept of Operation: Two NCO's and six men with 10 pounds of demolition
each were assigned to 2/1 (~)(Rein).

10. Bxecution: An eight man engineer team departed the 2/1 CP at 0700

18 Apr 1967 to furnish close combat engineer support to 2/1 (- )(R91n)

During the operation, 10 bunkers were destroyed with 5 pounds of C4 each,
one MT79 round was destroyed with 4 pound C4, one 8lmm mortar round destroyed
with £ pound 04 and one fighting hole destroyed with 7% poinds of - C4.

The operation terminated at 1200 on 20 April 1967.

11, Results: Don punkers, one 8lmm mortar round, one M79 round and
one fighting hole were destroyed using 583 pounds of C4.

12, Administrative Remarks: Not Applicable

13. §§ecia1 BEouipment and Techniguess Not Applicable

14. Commanders analysis: No unusual problems were encountered during
Operation Yell and the demolition work of the engineers was routine.

j(}J

} /‘ !:f"."\‘/
&, cﬂézﬁécﬁ’LA"

Tl B
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COMPANY "A™ -
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FVMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602
JCB/ jcb
3000 -
9 May 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

Ref: (a) Div0 3480.1
(b) Map Vietnam, sheet 6658 IV, Series L701

1. Code Name: Operation Union

2. Dates of Operation: 18 Apr 1967 omly

3, Location: Coor BT 056586 to BT 020290

4. Comm=nd and Control Headguarters: 1st MarDiv Motor Transport
Convoy Commander ~ Major BARKLY

5. Task Organization: Not Applicable

6. Supporting Force: Not Applicable

7. Intelligence: Not Applicable

8, Mission: To provide neccessary éngineer support to assist a convoy
coordinated by lst MTBn from Dien Ban to Nui Loc Son,

9. Concept of Operaticn: One NCO and 3 men with 2 mine detectors and
150 pounds of demolitions in support of convoy.

10, Executiocn: A four man engineer team departed the 1/1 CP at 0800 18 4
18 April 1967 with the convoy to pick up ARVN troops at Dien Ban .
Departed Dien Ban at 1000 18 Apr 1967 for Nui Loc Son. No engincer
support was required. Returned to 1/1 CP at 1600, 18 Apr 1967.

11l. Results: No engineer support required.

12, Administrative Remarks: None

1%3. Special Equipment and Technigues: None

14, Commanders Analysis: No unusual problems were encountered on this

operation,
it
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