DECLASSIFIED

- ' HEADQUARTERS

From:

To:
Via:

Subj:

Refs

Encl:

1.

'/

0

1st Engineer Battalion (=)

1st Marine Division (-)(Rein), FMF —-

Camp Pendleton, California 92055
3/RMC/1sb

5750
12 May 1971

Commanding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD)

(1) Commanding General, lst Marine Division (- )(Reln),
Camp Pendleton, Callfornia 92055 '

(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO
San Francisco, California 96610

Command Chronology for period of 1 April to 13 April 1971
(a) MCO 5750.14

(b) FMFPacO 5750.8A
(¢) BdeO 5750,24

f‘?’ ag"io Cepa/

(1) 1st Engineer Battalion (—) Command Chronology

In accordance with reference (a), (b), and (c), enclosure

(1) is submitted.
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1ST ENGINEER BATTALION (-)
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 APRIL 1971 TO 13 APRIL 1971

PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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3.

be

Headquarters & Service Company

PART 1
ORGANIZATION DATA
Commander

Designation

1st Engineer Battalion (-) Maj. T. E. HARRIS

SUBORDINATE UNITS

‘1stLt. R. E. BLAIR

Engineer Support Company Capt. R. C. WRIGHT

Company "B 1stLt, R. M. CORRIGAN
Company "@" 1stLt, J. L. COOLEY
ATTACHED UNITS

None

Location

1st Engineer Battalion (-) 14pr71-34pr7l
3Apr71-Present

Engineeér Support Company 1Apr71-Present

Company "B 1Apr71-Present

Company "C" 1lApr7l1-Present

Staff Officers
1stit, T. W, GUBALA

S-1/Ad jutant

5-2 1stLt R. L. OSTRANDER
S-3 1stLt R. L. OSTRANDER
S Capt. T. J. DUMONT
S-5 » 1stlt, R. L. OSTRANDER

Capt. G. BURROWS
Capt. L. N, SCHWANKL -
W.0. H. C. BOUCHER
W.0. K. E. WEADBROCK
W.09.K. E. WEADBROCK

Supply Officer
Communication Officer
Engineer Equipment Officer
Utilities Officer’
Construction Officer

Average Monthly Strength

USMC USN

OFF o

18 6 ) 1

1Apr71-Present

10Mar71-Present
20Feb71-Present
23Mar71-Present
16Feb71-Present

In Transit
Camp Pendleton,
California
In Transit
In Transit
In Transit

21Feb71~-Present
23Jan71-Present
23Mar-Present,
1Apr71-Present
23Jan7t=Eresbnt
TFeb71-Present
22Feb71~-Present
35ep70-Present
24Feb71-Present
20et70~-Present
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

At 0800 1 April 1971 an advance party of the 1lst Engineer Battalion (-)
composed of the Commanding Officer, three (03) Marine officers-and three
(03) Marine enlisted personnel departed RVN, by government air, with the
Battalion colors enroute to CONUS,

At 0800 1 April 1971 the remainder of thé 1st Engineer Battalion (-}
personnel and all equipment departed RVN enroute to CONUS, embarked on
the U,5,5, DULUTH (LPD-6), Fourteen (14) Marine Officers, sixty-three
(63) Marine enlisted and one (01) Navy enlisted personnel were embarked,
Capt, T. J. DUMONT was Commanding Officer of Trowops for embarked personnel,

The advanced party arrived in CONUS and- established’ the 1st Engineer’
Battalion (-) Command Post at Camp Pendleton, California, on 3 April 1971,

#Late Entries’ ' ‘ ! . ’ '

1st Engineer Battalion (Rein) chopped OPCON of Company "A" (Rein) and
Company "G", 1st Shore Party Battalion to C.G., 1st Marine Division (<)
(Rein) at 28 2200 H March 1971. , ,

1st Engineer Battalion (Rein) chopped ADCON of Company "A" (Rein) and
Company ¥C%, 1st Shore Party Battalion to Headquarters Battalion, 1st
Marine Division (-)(Rein) at 28 2200 H March 1971,

A Bhange of Command Ceremony for lst Engineer Battadiom (-) was held
on 31 March 1971. LtCol, D. E. BENSTEAD relinquished command of the
Battalion to Maj, T. E. HARRIS,

2-1
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

*LATE ENTRIES

28 March 1971 _ 1st Engineer Battalion (Rein) chopped’

OPCON of Company "A" (Rein), 1st Engr.

Bn, and Company "C", 1st Shore Pa.rty

Bn, to CG, 1st’ MARDI'V.

Ref: (a) CG, 1st MARDIV MSG 2216112
Mar71(8) |
(v) C.0., 1st ENGR BN. MSG 2801102

~ Mar71(C)

Tab: (a) A

(b) B

28 March 1971 1st Engineer Battalion (Rein) chopped’
. ADCON of Company "A" (Rein), 1st Engr,
Bn, and Company "C", 1lst Shore Party
Bn, to Headquarters Bn, 1st MARDIV,
Ref: (a) CG, 1st MARDIV MSG 2216112
Mar?l(C) o .
(b} C.0., 1st ENGR BN, MSG 2801102
Mar71(C)
Tab: (a) A
(v) B
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CONFIDENTIAL PART IV

CHRONOLOGIES OF SUBORDINATE_COMMANDS
AND_SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

The below listed documents are the 'supporting documents for the
1st Engineer Battalion Command Chronology.

TAB A  CG, 1st Mar Div MSG 2216112 Mar71 (C)
TABB  CO, lst Engr Bn MSG 280110Z Mar71 (C)

[
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COMPANY A (REIN)
lst Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (~) (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
L/PRC/rbg
5750
W April 1971

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, lat Marine Division (~) (Rein), FMF (G-3 Field
Historian)

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 April to 13 April 1971
Ref: (a) MCO 5750.1

(b) FMFPacO 5750.8 .
(¢) DivO 5750.2D

7o/ 27:?

Encl: (1) COMPANY "A" (Rein), lst Engineer Battalion COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (c),
@ enclosure (1) is submitted.
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COMPANY "A" (REIN), lst ENGINEER BATTALION
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 APRIL 1971 to 13 APRIL 1971
PART I - ORGANIZATTIONAL DATA
PART IT + NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART IIT - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV -~ NOT APPLICABLE
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| | PART I
1. Designation
COMPANY "A" (REIN), lst Engineer Battalion Major J. G. DIXON 15Feb7l1-Present
2. location o
COMPANY ®A®" (REIN), lst Engineer Battalion FIC,RVN

3. Officers

Executive Officer Capt H. L. DIETZ 1Feb7l-Present
First Sergeant First Sergeant CHAYER 11Dec70-Present
Operations Officer Capt P. R. CATALOGNE . 21Feb71-Present
Equipment Officer 1stLt R. J. McWILLIAMS 25Feb71-Present
Motor Transport Officer 1stIt K. L. PRIESTLY 2MarT7l-Present
Utilities Officer 1stlt J. M. ELLINGTON 25Feb71~-Present
18t Platoon Commander 1stLt W. G. CLARK 16Feb71-Present
2nd Platoon Commander 1stlt R. L. BOWEN 19Jan71-Present
3rd Platoon Commander 1stlt J. G. HONEA 16Feb71-Present
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’ PART IT
:‘ 4+ Average Monthly Strength
foisg BL @F ENL
9 240 0 2

Throughout this peried COMPANY "A" (REIN), 1st Engineer Battalion
continued to furnish close combat and general engineer support to the
1st Marine Division and other III MAF unitse. This support consisted of
mine detection and clearance sweeps, construction of combat defensive
fortifications and fire support base improvements and destruction. An
average of fifteen (15) combat engineers were employed in demolition
teams rendering close combat support to the 1st Marine Regiment on Pla-
toon and on Company size operations. Four Engineer Road Sweep Teams
conducted sweeps over 23 KM of road daily. The counter mine program
wags further enhanced by the application of the Voluntary Information
Program, a. total of 113 ordnance iteme were recovered and a total of
26,790 Piasters were paid out for the return of this ordnance.

The Iand Mine Warfare School continued to train personnel of the
1st Marine Division by furnishing Mobile Contact Teams and conducting
@ the five day formal course to selected personnel of the 1st Marine
Division. A total of 258 personnel received instruction by the IMbile
Contact Training Teams. A total of 39 students graduated from the
formal five day course conducted by the Land Mine Warfare School.

On 8 April 1971, (15) Combat Engineers were helicopter lifted to
Hill 425 for the destruction of this position. The task was completed
on: 11 April 1971.

During the period 8 April to 12 April, 1 Officer and 12 enlisted
Cambat. Engineers from the 2nd Platoon furnished close combat support
t0 the 1gt Marine Regiment on a special operation in the southern TACR.

DECLASSIFIED
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On 13 April 1971 the lst Platoon returned to the Company CP as the 1lst Bn,
1st Marines started their standdown phase in preparation for the return to
CONUS. The 1lst Platoon has been in direct combat support of the 1lst Bn, 1lst
Marine Regiment for the past 6 years while in Vietnam.

General engineer support was provided as evidenced by completion of 11
Division Work Orders and the production of 2,965,000 gallons of potable water
during this period.

DECLASSIFIED



- - & 2
’ o Q

o
——

o o DECLASSIFIED

PART ITI

l. Construction

a. The following 1l Division Work Orders were completed during this reporting

period.

WOf DATE COMPLETED DESCRIPTION

99-71 12 April 1971 Rehab 61 SEA HUTS Hill 37
105-71 6 April 1971 Haul 3" minus Hg. Bn.

108=71 6 April 1971 Furnish Tractor 1/1 Hill 37
109-71 7 April 1971 Rehab 2 SEA HUTS Hill 65
110-71 S April 1971 Rehab shower 1/1 Hill 37

112-71 5 April 1971 - Furnish Tractor MACV #4 Hill 35
113-71 10 April 1971 Repair water tank stand IRO Hq. Bn.
114-71 10 April 1971 Repair stairways CG Qtrs, area
116-71 8 April 1971 Rehab shower Hill 65 1/1-
119-71 9 April 1971 Weld hinges on gate lst MedBn
122-71 12 April 1971 Furnish crane 2/1 Hill 34

be The following construction materials were expended on the foregoing Division

Work Orders.

Equipment Hours - 125

Man Hours - 437

Plywood - 53 sheets
Corr. Metal - 6 sheets
Nails = 150 1lbs.

Paint - 10 gal.

Screen - 37 rolls

Lumber = 2100 BMF R
#12 wire - 1000 Ft. BELS e

Tamp Holder - 50 Ea.

1-3

3/4n Pipe - 150 Ft
1/2" Pipe - 100 Ft
2" Pipe - 60 Ft
Shower Heads - 35 Ea.
1/2" Nipples - 10 Ea.
- 1/2" Gate Valves - 18 Ea.
313" Junction Boxes = 15 Ea.
15 AMP Circuit Breakers - 15 Ea.
Duplex Outlet's 35 Ea.
Romex Staples = 10 lbs.
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2. Enemy Information

a. During the reporting period sweep teams found the below listed enemy
and U. S. Ordnance. (Figures in parenthesis are those employed as mines or
surprise firing devices)

U. S. Enemy
¢ Rock Mines (2)

be. In addition the below listed items were turned over to the sweep teams
by the local Vietnamese people.

U. S. Enemy

60mm Illum - 1 2 cans packed C-l

Baseball Grenades - 3 13 chi Coms

105 HE - 27 1l RPEG

M79 HE - 11 .
60mm HE - 3

81lmm I1lum - 1
M-26 Grenades - 6
@ LOrm HE - 5
105 I1lum - 2 ‘ o w7 TR
L.A.W. - 1 r{?\ﬂf\ 1‘ : x“.? X ":‘ ’
3-5 WP = 2 o
3.5HE - 1
155 111 - 2
105 Fuses - 3
105 WP - 7
8 in Rd - 3
8lmm WP - 1

2 -3 )
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105 Smoke - 3
90mm Rd - 2

VT Fuses - 2
106 WP Rd -~ 2

3« Training

a. During the reporting period 39 students graduated from the five day
course of instruction conducted at the Land Mine Warfare School. Unit attendance

is lisf,ed belows.
UNIT

1:_31: Marin_es

NUMBER PERSONNEL

39

b. Mobile Contact Teams travelled to various units of the lst Marine
Division to conduct on half day courses of instruction for a tetal of 258
students. Unit attendence listed below.

UNIT

1st Marines
M 1st Recon Bn
‘ Hq Bn
11 th Marines

NUMBER PERSONNEL

162
29
8
5

TOTAL 258
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) COMRANY A (REIN)
@ 1st Engineer Battalion
3rd Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

‘

5750
30 aApr 1971

Froms Commanding Officer

Tos Commanding General, 3rd Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF (G-3 Field
Historian)

Subjs Command Chronology for the period 14 to 30 April 1971

Ref: gag MCO 57501
b) FMEFPacO 5750.8

Encl: (1) Company A (REIN),' 1st Engineer Battalion Command Chronology

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b) enclosure (1) is hereby submitied.
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COMPANY A (REIN), 1st Engineer Battalion
COMVMAND CHRONOLOGY

14 April 1971 to 30 April 1974
PART I - CRGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART IIT ~- "SEQUENTIAL SISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV - NOT APPLICABLE
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Te Designation
COMPANY A (REIN), 1st Engineer Battalion Major J. G. DIXON 15Feb71~Present

PART I

2. lLocation
COMPANY & (REIN), st Engineer Battalion FLC, RVN

3¢ Qfficers

Executive Officer Capt H. L. DIETZ 1FebT71-Present
First Sergeant First Sergeant CHAYER 11Dec70-Present
Operations Officer Capt Pe. Re CATALOGNE 21FebT1-Present
Equipment Officer 1stLt Re Jo McWILLIAMS 25Feb71-Present
Motor Transport Officer 1stlt K. L. PRIESTLY 2Mar 71-Present
Thilities Officer 1etlt Jo M. ELLINGTON 25Feb71~Present
1st Platoon Commander 1stIt W. G. CLARK 16Feb71-Present
2nd Platoon Commander 1stLt R. L. BOWEN 19JanT1-Present
3rd Platoon Commander 1stLt J. G. HONEA 16FebT1-Pregent
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Phroughout this period Company A (REIN), 1st Engineer Battalion con-
tinued to furnish close combat and general engineer support to the Third
Marine Amphibious Brigade. This support consisted of mine detection and
fire support base improvements and destruction. An average of (15) com-
bat engineers were employed in demolition teams rendering close combat
support to the 1st Marine Regiment on platoon and company size operations.
A total of 10,000 meters of road way were swept daily by this unit during
the reporting period with negative results. The Land Mine Warfare School
continued to train personnel of the Third Marine Amphibious Brigade by
furnishing mobile contact teams and conducting a formal five day course
of ingtruction to selected personnel of the Third Marine Amphibious Bri-
gade. A total of (160) personnel received ingtruction by the mobile con-
tact training team, and a total of (33) students graduated from the formal
five day course.

@ n 15 4pril 1971, Company A (REIN) reverted to administrative and
operational control of Headquarters Company, Third Marine Amphibious
Brigade.

On 21 April 1971, a combined reconnszigsance team consisting of personnel
from this unit, 1st Recon Bn and 3rd Bn, 1st Marines and 1st Shore Party Bn
reconnoitered the positions on Dong Den and OP Reno and a plan for the destruc-
tion of these positions was agreed upon by all parties concerned. '

On 23 April 1971, (13) pieces of Engineer Equipment and (8) personnel from
this unit sailed aboard amphibious fleet shipping for CONUS to join the 1st
Engineer Battalion at Camp Pendleton, California.

On 24 April 1971, (8) combat engineers and one Case 450 Tractor with
operator were helicopter lifted into Dong Den for destruction of this position.

On 25 April 1971, (10) combat engineers and one Case 450 Tractor with
operator were helicopter lifted into OP Reno for the destruction of this posi-
tion.

DECLASSIFIED
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On 25 April 1971, a reconnaissance was conducted by this unit of Camp
14 and plans submitted to the MAB Engineer for the destruction of this camp.
On: 28 April 1971, a reconnaissance of Hill 327 was conducted by this
unit and plans submitted to the MAB Engineer for the destruction of positions
on this hill.
On 29 April 1971, destruction of Dong Den completed.
On 30 April 1971, destruction of 0P Reno completed.
On 30 April 1971, destruction of selected positions on Hill 327 commenced.
tn 30 April 1971, the 1st Engineer Battalion Land Mine Warfare School
ceased operations and was turned over to the 196th Infantry Brigade, United
States Army after (6) years of operation.

General Engineer support was provided as evidenced by completion of (7)
MAB work orders and the production of (2,110,000) gallons of potable water.

2 - II .
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Te Construection

PART TII

a« The following (7) Brigade Work Orders were completed during this
reporting period.

wo # DATE COMPLETED DESCRIPTION

101-T1 17 April 1971 Upgrade ridge line road
102-71 23 April 1971 Maintain roads NAC 1/11
106-71 22 April 1971 S Repair huts MP Valley
107-T1 29 April 1971 Provide flood light wnit 1/4
108-T1 17 April 1971 Rewire 3 bunkerss ITI MAB CP
110=71 21 April 1971 Purnish Case 450 Hill 785
13-71 28 April 1971 _ Repair foundation III MAB CP

be The following construction materials, man hours and equipment hours
were expended on the foregoing Brigade Work Orders.

Equipment hours - 256 36-rolls 48" screen wire
Man hours - 628 37-pcs 2x4x16?
1T7-pes 2x12x16" 43-pes 1xixi2!
18-pes $x4x8' plywood 19-pes 1x6x%12*

@ 15=gtrap hinges T &D 2gr-12" #10 flat head screws
35~-screen door springs (,m ff L i s WY 100Lbs-84 commons
50Lbg-16d commons T . 3000t-3/8" RL lath
25Lbs 4d commons - 100=lamp holders
45=duplex receptacles 30-15 amp circuit breakers
15001'=2 wire #12 Romex 400 '=#8 wire
151Lbs-3/4" Romex staples 25-gwitches toggle or single pole
25—junction boxes with covers 16~-shower heads £
17-%" gate valves 9-goose naecks 3/4
110ML" pipe 17-%" elbows 90 degree
21gn" tees 16-5"z2 " nipplas
16~%" wnions 16-%" couplings
3-@:&:9 valves 3-3/4" elbow 90 degree
3-3/A" union 201-3/A® pipe

2e Enemy Information

as Negative.

3¢ Training

ae During the reporting period (33) students graduated from the five day
course of instruction conducted at the Land Mine Warfare School. Tnit attend-
ance is listed below:

UNIT NUMBER OF PERSONNEL
o 1st Marines 26
196th Infantry Brigade 7

~‘:"
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be Mobile contact teams travelled to various units of the 3rd Marine
Amphibious Brigade to conduct one-half day course of instruction for a

total of 160 studentge Unit attendance is listed belows:

UNIT ' NUMBER OF PERSONNEL

1st Marines 160

PART IV
SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS

l. None.
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