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From: Commanding Officer 3 ( b UL
To: Commendant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)
Viat (1) Commnding Cemeral, 34 Marine Divisiom (Rein), FMF

§2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

3) Commanding Gemexral, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology
ga) MCO 5750.2A

bg FMFPac O 5790.8
3dMarDiv O 5750.1A

Ref

1. In accordmoe with references (a) through (¢), the following report is
submitted,

2. DReporting Feriod, 1 Jume 1967 - 31 July 1967.

3. Orgenizstionsl Detas

a. Designation of unit. Reporting Umit 21503, lst Searchlight Battery,
12¢h Marine Regiment, 3d Merine Division (Rein), FMF, o/o FPO, Sen Frm oisco,
California 96602,

b. Commsnding Officer. Captain Vietor B, SNIDER - 31 January 1967 -
present,

c. location of wnit. Dong Ha, Re:mblic of Vietnam « 29 June 1967 - 31
July 1967.

d, Battery Officers:
(1) 1stLt Joseph HANCHARICK, Jr.,- Executive Gfficer

(2) 2ndlt Jom M, CONYERS - lLiaison Officer

(3) 1lstlLt Michael 7. PIERSON - Platoon Commander, 1st .earchlight
Flatoom

(4) 1lstlt Thomas J, STACK - Platoon Comder, 2nd Searchlight Platoon

(5) 1stLt Jaaos C. U&CKER -~ Flatoom. Gommder, 3rd¢ Searchlight Platoom
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e, Average Monthly Strength: USMC usy
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(1) June 1967 113 0 3

(2) July 1967 6 110 0 3

4. Narpetive Supmgxy. First Searchlight Battery (-) departed the continental

1imits of the United States on 31 Mey 1967 aboard the USS PAUL REVERE (APA
248), An advance party cansisting of ome officer and three enlisted men de-
parted 9 June 1967 from MCAS, El Torvo, California to establisb liaison with
Headquarters, Third Marine Amphibious Forve, Third Marine Division and Twelfth
Marine Reriment respectively. The Battery's strength at this time war six of-
fioers and 115 enlisted mem. On 27 June 1967, the USS PAUL REVERE arrived in
Da Nang, Ropublic of Vietnsm, Debarkation of Troops and equirment was ao-
complished and embarkation upon LCUs for further transportation North began.
At 0530, 28 June 1967, the Battexy departed Da Nang for Dong Ha which was to
be the looation of the Battery Headgquarters. On 29 Jume 1967, the Battery ar-
rived st Dong He and occupatien end improvement of the Hesdquarters area began.
Approximately three days later, orders were received from higher headquarters
for the employment of the Battexy's thres platoons. Immediately, the Light
Platoons were deployed in support of esteblished perimsters. Lights were
positioned in a total of seven areas within (nang Tri and Thua Thien Frovinces.
Although the warious platoons snd sections have been used primarily for perim-
eter defemnse, they have also been used in support of six major ocmibat opera-
tions with exoellent results., At this time, the Battery comtinues with its
operations involving perimeter defense. Through the enthmsiastic acceptance
of the searehlights by the supported unitis and the dally experience Yoing
gained by the Battery personnel, the value of the Xenon Searchlight is being
realiged.

a. Combat Missions Agsigned:
1st Flatoon

Light 1, lsiSes, lstilt - Perimeter Defenee at Con Thien (quang Tri
Province) in suppoexrt of Echo Btry, 2ndBn, 12¢h Marines,

Light 2, 1stSec, 1stPlt - Perimeter Defense at Cua Viet ((nang Tri
Province) in support of lst LVM.

2ndsec, 1stFlt - Perimeter Defense at Xhe Sanh (Gumang Tri Province)
in Support of Alpha B 1sthn, 12th Marines

srasec. T8ti1t - L e ter DeCenss at 010 Link (Quang Tri Frovinee)
in support of Composite Artillexy Battsl iom.
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2nd Platoom

1stSec, 2ndPlt -~ Perimeter defemse at Dong Ha ((ueng Pri Frovince)
in support of 12th Marines,

2ndSec, 2ndFli - Perimeter defense at Cam Lo (mang Tri rrovince)
in support of 2ndBn, 12th Marines,

3rdSec, 2ndPlt - Perimeter defemse at Camp Carrcll (Gmang Tri rro-
vince) in support of lstBn, 12th Merines,

3rd vrlatoon
1stsec, 3rdPlt - Porimeter defense at Phu Bai (Thua Thien Province)
in support of 4thBn, 12th Marines.
“nd and 3rdSec, 3rdFlt - Perimeter defense at Camp kvans ('hua
Thien I'rovinee) in suppexrt of %xd®n, 12th Marines,

b, Significant OUnerations Comducted. The Searchlight Flatoons/Scotions
of the Batiery were used to support the following operetions:

(1) Operation CRCCTAW ('hue Thien Province)
(2) Gperation FREMONT (Thus Thiem Provinec)
(3) Operation CIMARRON (imeng Tri Province)
(4" Or.eration BUFPALO (“uang Tri Provinoe)
(5) Uperation HICYOWY II (“uang Tri Frovinece)
(6) Operation KINGFISFER (Queng Tri Provinoe)
c. Casugities Infiicted on ‘he Engmy. Although the miesion of Search-

ligzhte is confined to illumination, a of elevem enemy parobable Klis on
thgh assigned perimeters have been attributed to the Battery.

d. Casualties Sustpined. Nome,

e, New T . The use of Marine snipers in oconjunction with
the searchlight Eini‘ra—-rod has been use? at Con Thiem (Guang Tri Provinee) and
Cam Lo (Quang Tri Province’, significantly increesing the range sad effective-
nese of the snipexs. -

f. Commend Relations. Commend relations are oconsidered to de vexry good.

g. BEquipment. At the present time the equipment of the Battery, \dﬁh ﬁhe
exception of the sesrchlights thomselves, is below %en per cent deadline iatﬁ;tus
(see Item h. below). .
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h, Logistigs. The ovemsll logistics &l tuation within the Battery is
crnsidered sntiafactoxy., The spare parts on hand sre at appreximately sixty
per cent of operating level; howewer, no spares have bean received for the
searchlights. Due ito the effect of elimatic eonditiens and operatiomal com-
nitments on the lights, there is a total of five desdlined at this time, All
but one of tlese could be operantional within 24 hours if spares were awail-
nhle,

V. B, SNIDER

Copy to:
C0, 12thMprRest
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INFO RUWJNWA/CG FIFTH MAB

i}BT
UNCLAS //NOb?SO//
CMC FOR CODE _HD—
C~IST "SEARCHLIGHT BTRY; INFO CONCERNING
A, CMC 141834Z/0CT70
BY REF A, SUBJ INFO FOLLOWS:
B 1JUNG69~14JUL6YD — 1ST SEARCHLIGHT BTRY SUBORDINATE TO 3D
MARDIV WITH ELEMENTS DETACHED THROUGHOUT MR-1
14JULA9 — 1ST SEARCHLIGHT BTRY CADRED AT 0 STRENGTH AND

1. AS REOQOUESTED

con
WITH 9TH MAB
P,
STATUS (0 STRENG

2. ALTHOUGH UNCONFIRMED,

PAGE TwWO RUHHFMA

HOPPED TO 9TH MAB
14JULA9-14AUGHY -

TH) WITH 5TH DIVISION, 5TH

0144 UNCILAS

RTTUZYUMW RUHHFMA0144 3070435~ UUUU——RUFUFIA.

MAINTAINED
MEB, 5TH

IT IS BELTEVED THAT SUBJFCT UNIT WAS

COMMANDED BY 2 OFFICERS DURING THE PERIOD L JUN - 14

THESE NFFICERS,
ARF 1STLT "JAMES
084123, '
~ AT
€;#0144
NNNN
~ IN 01457/307/70
W o

€ O

O

IDENTIFIED BY INDIVIDUALS
D. SELIM 0103030 AND CART

/ACK

WHO SERVED
KAY C. KAL

————
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1ST SEARCHLJGHT_BTRY CADRED AT O STRENGTH

N 14AUGHY. — 1ST SEARCHLIGHT RTRY CHOPPED TO STH MARDIV
14AUGH9—-PRESENT — 1ST SEARCHLIGHT BTRY
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