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HEADQUARTERS
1st Combined Action Group

III Marine Amphibious Force
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
3/RLP/1is
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SN c 15 521 ried upon removal of enclosure (1))

From: Comranding Officer :

To: . Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD)

Via: | (1) Commanding Officer, Combined Action Force
(2) Commanding Generel, III Marine Amphibious Force
(3) Commanding Genmeral, Fleet Marine Force, Pacifis

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 April 1970 to 30 April 1970
Ref: (a) IMCO 5750.1A

(b) FiFPacO 5750.88

(c) CAFO 5750.1
Becl: (1) 1st Combined Action Group Command Chronology

l. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c),
enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. Downgraded at 3-year intervals, cdeolassified after 12 years, DOD Dir

5200,10,

D. F. SEILER
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
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DASIGNATION COMYANDER
1st Combined Action Group LtCol D. F. SEILER
IIT !'arine Amphibious Force 1Apr70 = 304Apr70
TPO, San Francisco, California 96602
SUBCRDINATE UNITS
Combined Action Company lel Captain R, J. DALTON
1Apr70 - 30Apr70
Combined Action Company le2 Captain J. B. KNIGHT
1Apr70 - 30Apr70
Combined Action Company le3 Captain D. L. LAPHAM
1lipr70 - 30Apr70
Combined Action Company l-l 1stLt W. R. BL&CK JR.
1lApr70 - 30Apr70 |
ATTACHED UNITS
Nonece “..‘
Locations 1;'
Hq 1st CAG Chu Lai, Ly Tin District, Quang Tin Province, RVN
CACO 1=l Tam Ky District, Quang Tin Province, RWN .
CACO 1=2 1y Tin District, GQuang Tin Province, RVN o
CACO 1-3 Binh Son District, Guang Ngai Province, RWN :
CACO 1-h4 Sn Tinh District, Quang Ngai Province, RVN
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3. Staff Officers

Exaecutive Officer Major Ge Ne ROBILLARD JR.
1 Apr70 = 30 Apr70

Adjutent/S-1/HqCondt Captain Je Es TYLER
14pr70 - 304170

S~2/8=3/Corx0d Major Re L. PADGETT
LApr70 ~ 3QUpr7Q

S-li/Supply Captain Ee. P. WAST,
1570 - 304pr70

S-5/Special Services Major Ge Ne ROBILLARD JR.
1Apr70 « 30APXTO:

Medical HMC J. D. WOODS

1Apr7C - 30Apr70
Lo AVERAGE IONTHLY STRENGTH

USHC USN OTHER
OFF  EiL OFF ENL OFF  ENL

S MD-OF-MONTH UNIT DIARY STRENGTH

UskC UsN OTHER.
OFF ENL QFF ENL OFF ENL
T T T T T
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1., During the reporting period the 1st Conbined Action Group continued
to conduct operations that enhanced the accomplishment of its assigned
ission of village end homlet securitg and the goals of the GWN
Accalerated Pacification Program (APP).

2. Enany activity showed a significant increase over the preceding
month. The Group experienced more contacts and accounted for more eneamy
kills, POW's and Hoi Chanhs, with the most noticesble increase occurring
in the number of enamy POW's and Hoi Chanhs, the latter more than doubling
the provious months totals

3. The Muerical Division, USA continued to experience moderate contact
throughout its TiOR, witi: the 196th Infantry Brigade (Operation Frederick
Hill) again accownting for the bulk of the enemy contacts and kills.

The infantry companics assigned to the Canbined Unit Pacification rrogrem
continued to operate in their respective arcas with no significant changos.
The 196th and 198th Infantry Brigades continued to provide logistical

and tactical support as required by the CAP's in their T/OR's.

L. A report was subidtted to the CO, Combined Action Force concerning
the high degree of pacificatimn reached in the CAP arcas in Quang Tin
Province and it was rocommianded that consideration be given to rolocating
the CAP's in that Provincee. :

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICNT EVENTS

l. Operations Sumiary

ae Nighttine activities - Patrols - 880; ‘wbushes - 1378
be Daytiiie activities - 801

ce Multi-CAP operaticns - 2

de Combined operations - 5

0. Siznificant ope:ctions conducted - None
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PART II m

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1, During the reporting neriod the lst Combined Action Group continued
to conduct operations that enhanced the accomplishment of its assigned
misgion of village and hamlet security and the goals of the GWN
Accalerated Pacification Program (APP).

2. 3Inciy activity showed a significant increase over the preceding
nonth, . The Grow» experienced niore contacts and accounted for more enewy
kills than the previous nionthe

3« The Americal Division, USA continued to experience moderate contact
throughout its TAOR, with the 196th Infantry Brigade (Operation Frederick

Hill) again accounting for the bulk of the enenyy contacts and kills.

The infantry compoiiies assismed to the Combined Unit Pacification Program
continued to overate in diweir respective areas with no significant cliangec.
The 196th and 198th Infontry Brigades continued to provide logistical

and tactical support as required by the GirX's in their TAOR!s.

PART III

SEQUENTY:L LISTING OF SIGUIFICLNT EVENTS

1. Operations Swuiary i

a. Nighttime activitics =~ Patrols - 7L47; -Ambushos ~ 1430
be Doytine activities - 1430

ce Illti-CAP opercztlong - 2

de Combined operations - 13

as Significant operations conducted - None
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2. Neutrelization of Eneny Forces. msh“rfﬁﬁ
ae NVAKIA - 3 é R%59: 19

be VCKIA =~ 49
ce NVAPOW - O
de VC POW - 18
Qe VCIP0W - O
fo Hoi Chanks = 69

(1) VA - O
(2) vo -1
(3) VeI - 55

3o Casualties Sustained

a. USC KIA - 3

be USHC WIA(E) - 17
ce USNC WIAQM) - 8
de USLC HIA - Q

es USN XTA - O

f. USN WIA(E)-1

ge USN WIA(#)- O

he USN MIA -0

i, CA PFKIA - &

je CAP PF WIA(E) - 17
ke CaP PF Wwra(l) - L
le CA? PFLIA - Q

Lbe UHow Techniques Buployod: The CAPs have found if thoy conduct activities in en

area . thot 1ivior U.Se fxmy or ARVE wnits have recently loft that they us=-
unlly make contoet with the enemy units as thay start moving back into the
arede

S. Cormand Reletionships

2. WN: Daily contact betwean the CACO CO'S tnd the District Chiefs
was aintainede The Growp CO and S-3 made frequent visits to District
and Province, coordinating with the District Chiefs, District Senior
Advisors, Province Chiefs, Province Senior Advisors and their respective
Stoffs.

b, ILocel FIAF Units: Constant llaison was naintained throughout
the reporting period between the CACO COVS md their proxincto USA
battclions and betwecn the Group and the 196th end 190 Irizcdes and
tho. isioricel Divio'one
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" ce Significent vroblen Areas: lono
6s Significant Acconplishuents of Attachients: The Kit Carson Scouts
accomtod for three (3) cnamy kills and one (1) enany POWe Thay also
assistaed with sixteen (18) classesse

7. Lessons Learned: No new or significant lessons learned during the
periodes

8+ Logistics

as Significant dvents

(1) Coibat losses for thoe nonth wors two (2) rifles, 5.54ma, M16,
two (2) bicoculars, 6X30, two (2) radio sets, PRT-L, one (1) radio sot,
PRR~9 and two (2) trucks, Utility, % ton, M151. :

(2) The loading/unloading dock was completed during the lonth.

(3) FALRE? renort has Leon subuitted on all required items,

be suEZ;Z

(1) The Group is short scie T/E itams but they do not effect the
it roadiness, however, the shortage of certain wvehicles, i.c. Truck,
Utility, % ton, at tiiies causes problams in the transportation section.

(2) Seven (7) Ii79's were roceived at the Group Jiruory during the
nonth «

ce laintanance

(1) BExcessive doun tiie was experianced during the month for
radics in repaire This situation has beon corrected.

de lLotor Transport

(1) During the month Group motor transport logzed 23,849 miles.

(2) A shortage of five (5) Trucks, Utility, X% ton and two (2)
Trucks, 3/l ton caused some problems during the month.

ce Miscellencous

N/A
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9+ Civic Action E
ae Civic Action projects during the month of Lpril 1970 proceeded

at a nornal pace. The following coumodities were distributed through-
out the lst Combined 4ction Group Arca of Operaticn during &pril 1970.

(1) TFoodstuffs - 62, pownds
(2) lieals ~ 304

(3) Clothing = 7 pounds

(4) Soap = 180 pounds T

be Educational Assistance: Fortyeone (41) inglish classes wera
taught by CAP personnel for one hundred and sixty-three (163) Viet-
neanese gtudontse

Ce Financial Aid: None
de Other Projects:

(1) CAP 1-3-9 located BS473863, Tra Bong Village, Binh Son
District, Quang Mgail 2rovince, blew ono well due to the fact that the ’
well was dry. In order to go deeper to attain more water a shaped charge
was used which proved effective.

(2) W 1-2=-3 located in Iy Tin District, Quang Tin Province,
Ky Khoung Villege canpleted a dispengary at BI472079s The medical supplies
_were furnished by leadquarters, lst Yombined Action Group.

(3) GuP l-2+2 loceted in Iy Tin District, Quang Tin Province
has startod a gardens The garden congists of corn and wateriiclonse
The villege is Ky Chong at BTL15125.

10¢ Persomnel and Administration

a. Personnel Transactions. During the month of April 1970 the
following personnel transactions were campleted.

‘, (1) Joined USMC
Off Enl
T %
' (2) Rotated CONUS USMC
ioa AR off
oW
(3) Reassignment Within WestPac USMC

0ff Enl
T
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() Transferred by Service Records While Sick (Out of Country e
Hospital
USMC
Off Enl
T 5
(5) Extension of WestPac Tour Effected UsMC
Qff Enl
T 0

b. Promotions: During the month of April 1970 the.'following pro-~
motions were clffecteds

To ICpl L3 To Sgt L
ToCpl ~ &5 To SSg
ce legal Matters
(1) Courts Hold: GCM 0
SpCM 0
SCM 0

(2) Article 32 Investigations: O
(3) NJP 16
(L) JAG=typc Investigations Completed: 6

d. Award Recamcndations

SSH 1
NMCM 9
BSM L
NCM 1
PHM 22

ee CONGRINTS/SILINTS/WELREPS

The commend has rosponded tos

(O ) CONGRINTS
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(0 ) SPLINTS
(13) WELREPS
f. DMoralc and Welfare

(1) 38Re The cormand has utilized the following number of quotas
to the R&R arcos listed: :

(a) Hong Kong (6) Japan (2)
Taipei (3) Bangkok  (5)
Hawaii 6) Sydney  (8)
Okinawa (1) Manila (1)

(b) In-Country - 16
(2) Mail. inily average bags of mail processed:

Incoming Outgoin
__6__.& ....Z_.__E

(3) Hospital Visitations. Hospital visits are made daily by the
Hospital Corpsman &Zopresentative, the Casualty NCO and the Mail Orderly,
who also delivers mail to the patients located in hospitals at Chu Lai.
Frequent visits arc made by the Cormanding Officer, Executive Officer,
Adjubant, First Seirgoant. and Administrative Chief,

g. Corcor Plaaning

Ro=cnlistments: None

Ixtonsions: None

ITIS
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11, Intelligence

ae Tho reluctance of the engiy to fight, coupled with the southward
rovenant of the 409th Sappers of tho Front Four Section, were the major
roasons for the lack of contact in the Tam LKy area for the month. There
was no reported contact with the eleiuants of the lst Inf. Bn. (WVA) which
wes roported in the Tam Ly area last iionthe The lack of rifles, wniforms,
and equipient on the kills in the early part of tho wonth helped identify
than a8 elaionts of the LF guerrillas which still inhalit the outlying
areas of Tai Lye Of note was the terrorist activity in the Tam Ky area
whore an axmwition truck was destroyod in tho city.

be The socond cowpmyy in tho Ly Tin area exporienced lindted contact
during the nonth but was able to ambush 3 NVA and capture 3 individual
woaponse Tho NVA were possibly fivii the 78th KF Rocket Bne, which las
been posing a threat in the area just Southwest of C.P? 1-2-7, or cleuents
of the L4LO9th Sappor Bn. which was last located in the Southwest of
CAP 1~2-5's TLOC. Arierical OB reports have placed the 7ith LF Co. in
the sanie general areas A possible threat to the 2nd Company CL2's is the
apoearance of the Chu Lei Front of the 4O2nd LF Sapper Bn. The 402nd
at this tine, however, is'located too far west to pose an inediate throat.

¢. Dinh Son, the hcue of the Third Coupany was canparatively
active during tho uonthe The elusive 48th MF Bn. was reported in the
Son Tinh area, but for a portion of tho month, agent reports, as well as
contact, placed the L3th Bn. or olcuents of it in the no man'es land just
Southwest of the 3rd Cots coastal CL.'s. Revorts indicate that one
squad of the 107th iortar Bn. is presently attached to the 48th Bn. The
K~518t Woapons Coe is presuwied to be the enouy elaient that nortered
Binh Son District Heodquarters late in the nonthe

de The efforts of the Lth Coupany Harines in Son Tinh District did
not zo unrowerded as they oroduced iore KIA's than any otier coipnany
for tho menth; althouzh thore was the sawo reluctance on the part of the
najor eneuy forces in this area to oo i, ¢ il any large contezet, there
wero nuilerous contacts with the LF and IiF guerrillase. The major noticable
charge in tho Lth Cawpsny's TLOC, is the presence of the 5064 and 506B
Sapper Cots just Northwest of Quang Ngai. Of note during the month,
was the lar;e increasse of Hol Chanhs received by the 4th Coipanys Tho
Ioi Tnhe 1ist tho wejority-ol” tholr jobs as being subordinate to the
LSth Bne. and give the large ARV operation in their arsa as the reason
they rallied.

oe Hnany units in the lst CLG TAOR renain wilnaeble to interdictim
by artillery and aoricl boiberdient directed by the C.?'s. dnomy norale
raiaing vulnorable to nsychological exploitation by propasanda concentration
on NV.L/VC defeats in comlat; foar of death, battle hardehips and GVH
ability to swpport the noeds and aspiration of the peo

e U]
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12. Comiunications
a. No significent probleis occured in comunicaticnses

b. MAG=13 and LSU-B continue to provide maintenance syport and
they are making every offort to reduce the down tine of the Group's
radios.

13. Fire Sup,.ort

a., TFire support during the period was provided by Division Artillery,
Americel Division (1/lhth end 1/8ond BEnts) and ARVN artillery, on occagions
in the Tam Ky arca. Tho artillery support has been quite timely and ef-
foctive, with very few exceptionse

1. Air Supuort

a. Tactical air swpport was used fraequently during the nonth;
this included fixed wing strikes, helicopter gunship strikes and visual
recormeissance nigsionse No wajor problems were encountered with close
air supjort and the CAPts continue to utilize tho Mir Forco FiCls to
support their daylight operationse The FAC's not only observe for the
04P's but wlso call artillery riissions and control air strikese

be &ir support is not limited to tactical roquests, as logistical
resupply of outlying CAP!'s requires daily attentions The time for these
cissions is allotted by the oroxiinate battalion on a daily basise. These:
sissions are neither requested nor controlled by the CAG. At tiues the
evodlability - of aircraft was reduced by the requirement for helicopters
to supyort Conbat Assoults (ca's) in the Americal Divisione ;
t
15 Activations, Deactivations, Redesignations, Relocations of CAP's

ae Two CAP's were withdrawn during the period; CAP's 1-1~2 and’
1-p=7 to await formal authorization to deactivates :

_16. Caibined Action Force School

ke
NS
=
b
)
3
o

a., Graduated: 31
be Attending: 18 : .

17. Combined Action Force Viotnomese Language School

ae Graduvated: 9
b. Attending: 7
18, Other Schools
ae Infantry Weapons Repalr Course: 2

b 18t Marine Divieion NGO School: &

ce Americal Division Artillery School: 18
DECLASSIFIED
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19, Psychological Oporaticns
2e Friendly operations

(1) The Growp distributed 3,585,000 leaflets by aircraft and
28,000 by hand for a total of 3,613,&00

(2) Acriel broadcasts were used for a totl of 6 hours end
55 riinutes. The "Early Word" acriel broadcest was utilized several tinies
during the rionth,

(3) The Conbat Spesker Toam, of the 198th Infentry Brigade was
used Ly CA?® le3~9 to exploit a rallier from that area.

20. Voluntecr Informant Progran
ae During the month of larch the Group paid 35,8508WN to Vietnamese
nationals for ordnance under the VIP. CACO l-l in Tam Ky continues to

lead the group in the nwiler of pieces of ordnance received under the pro=-
aradle
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