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m TUUNUARTERS
' ‘ 1st Bat! 13 u, 3d Marines
3d Marine Nivisioa (Rein), FMF
FPO San Fruncisco 96602

Froms Gomnanchnt, Officer

¢

3/DLK/d1k

5050

1P August 1969
Scrlos 00167069

Corpy Zof £ Coples

To:  Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMP

Vias Commanding Officer, 3d Marines
Subjs Combat Operations: After Action Report
. Ref: (2) Div0 31.00.1

l. Code Name, Virginia Ridze « Search and Dochruy

2, Dates of Operation. 32 Aprid 156% to 16 July 1068

S A TG T

3. Location. Quang Trl Province, Cam Lo, Huong Hoo. and Gioc Idnh

DistrIcfs, Ropublic of Victnam

L. Task Organization.

. 1st Bn, 3d Marinos (=) (Rein)

H&S Co (Rein) v

H3te s Lotbn, 12thMar

Dot In‘berpreters, 2dARVN

Dets HST, Co C, 3d SP Bn (30Apr~20.1un)
Dete HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn {21lJun~16Jul)
Det. Engr, Co By, 3d Engr Bn .

Obmp_gg A ,aReing

GV e . » [} n, 12’(«111%!'

Dets Engr, Co B, 3d Engr Bn

Det, Interpreters, 24/RVN

Dets KCS

Detes HST, Qo C, 34 SP Bn gBOAprnuZOJun)
Dets HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn {21Juti=16Jul)
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DEMQQQ HeS Co

FO Tm. 8lmm Mori > Tiatoin
Det. 1ACD

Det.. Comm Platoou

Dets Intelligence Scetion
Dot Medical Platoon

Company B {Rws;
Bete BTy A, TEUDn. 12thMar
Doty Fngyy (e B, 34 Boge Dn
Det. Tnterprotccs. PCARVYN
Det. KGS
Dets HST, Co C¢ 3¢ SP Du (2Qipr-20Jun)
Tet, HST, Co A; 21 SP Bn (2LJun-16Jul)
Dete H&S Co o
FO Tm. Blmn Mortar Platoon
Det. 'CACP
Dat s Comm Pleboon
Det. Inbeliigenso Seation
Det. "adical Flatoon

Company G (Reir)
ﬁa&%ﬂ, “Tstin, ledhier

Det+ Engr, Co B, 34 Eng» Su
Dets Inteirpreters, 24/ RVN
Det. KCS
Det. HST, Go Gy 53 SP Ba (30Apr«20Jun)
Dot, HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn (21Jun~16Jul)
Net, H&S Co

FO Tmy 8lmmn Mortas Flaioon

Det, TACP

Tote Goma Mlatoon

Dete fntclligence Heetion

Det. Medical Platoon

Compé % D éRei“n\_ '
s Dtry L, lstbn, 12thMar

Dets Engr, Co B, 3d Eugxr Bn
Det, Interpreters, 2dARVN
Dete KCS |
Det. ST, Co C, 3d SP Bn (30Apr-20Jun)
Dete HST, Co 4, 3d SP Bn (21Jun~16Jul)
Det. H&S Co

FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Platoon

Dets TLCP

Dets Comm Platoon

Det, Intelligence Section

Det. Medical Platoon

—

Copt e 1. SAMPSON

Sapt . b, UURRIN
(300 -heJuch9 ;
Case. &i, Ry CARLGCH
CLIdve L dub9)

cflpt ":"fn A. GAST
(30Apr~TMay69)
1gtit J. We HART
(6-28M0y69)

Capt J« Be GROFT JR
(29:0y-16Julb9)
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Se Su,morting Forcess

D.‘.. Ar tille?y o

(1) During thc period 57 Apeil-d6 July 1969, the brlicy mentionad
batteries: provided both divect and general ax .t’l.lery auroore of combat
operations in the Virgf)::'. Pidge Amza. of Cporvationss The comeept of
operations was more i ndequately supplemented by fl‘€= 1.kt Tiresy, along
with the progroms of scoocial f':rvs requosted by the axtil'»»r liaison
seotion. Pargets wero plomacd Lo éover by fire those apcin Y actually
occupied by fyiendly {urues, dlong with the preplanncd Yompotey Anfantry
combat oporaticus worae also sunported by the ficlug in of .\L[J.w Defensive
Fires for all night positicos. Whonever this was imposs "h.-.t, duz *o the -
proximity of other feienily units or other tactical 14'(1" r s, corpetss
_were. placed onsall with the Nattalion FNC to provile fux 3he rossibility
of attacks Alsc 2ione this same line, obs served wdsuhons: otently
fired upon both kacvn ~nd likely enemy positions; and ir. evorr peesible
instance, infantzy noveronts veve p‘v*ecedﬁd hy paton vouta an? etandard
prep fire. Whensvsr ia o7 al aunbnol with Hle e xy Doty countor-
mortar mxd onti-»orsonnel aclililery firew were Al miaced.

In those few ingtansce vhore ns Coley botween the f-itial wlo for fire
and first rounds fivzd on somewhat aors thon desirel, W Jsals Lay nob
with the artillery, bul abher with lack of clearcnce r.‘*‘.;:z Lc- alncwast

or the delay resultanb Trom roquesting clearance from ot bealguantarss
The average time from reguest to rirst round was 910 -.ﬁ: T, m a"v...
cases, both the quantity and quality of the supportiy o
excellent «

1

{2) Artilleory unibe used during the Operabion: Butinsg b,
1sb Dattalion, 12th Marines, Lubeery B, lsb Bettalion, 12th oalnes,
VWhickey Battery, let Rrxtta:lmn. 12th Morines, Battery D, Lo Dattalion,
LOth Artillowy ”‘uA Dattery I, 3d Dautalion, i2tn Movines, Dattery
K, 3d battala.on, 12vh Yarinoe, and the 2nd ProCB 8/2.

(3) Missions Fired.

Observed - 989
Unobserved 150
Registrotion 83
Preparation Th
Patrol Route Prcparation 12
H&I : 863
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HC 1]
Illum 22C
WP 2,272
HE “ » )!.50
TC 30
Tobel, Lo,032:

be dar.

(1) 1=3L iy ~ e sorvies flown included four vocorgoany
MedBvars, or. four seperate dabes duving the hours of m.c"m agoanl Lo
resupply sorties in vhich 8lm: mortar ammunition wos Jolier ol ho Luo
positions: during tir: howws of darknesse Two trow 1’. 'elp AR
made at night when » soction of 8lmm morturs: was 47 % D¢ e as:Ltiono
"Spooky" gur‘shn\ also v m"w ror the battalion av wx-¥% o “, £
soparate datess ‘iwentyetlir: Troop=liTh sortles: werc oo o v Wkl
Company D and thr Tartalicn Contnd Troup were unlder ".1:,.4;*?': T
Battle Damage Assagioaant rovowtod i serield obsery
aireraft strikes incluvoe l 153 "\lﬂj&(”“\ destroyad, 2’?0 ST
eight secondary oxplo‘*mm; fiwe .50 caliber or merbar &g Hions
destroyed, and two confiimed DA%«

The

(2) 1~30 June - Duricy the month. of June ti. «r Ly of the
Dattalion was occuping cerensive positions. in the 2nd | ot 10
Conscyuently the munber oi CAS sortles was low in view ou '_'1.'.-‘.;: fetalcldl
contacts. The beacon system avl AOA aireraft were willired oo wush ass
possible with some miscion:. bsing yun in the DMA witlh the - < Lance

of cwmrial obzervers. ‘he vot.l battie Damage Assessaont »oi .\,d sor
all fxed wing miusi-ne ineluded 47 bunkers destroyed, fiirae necondary
explosions;, two socondery firesg and 30 meters. of ticll oo sroyede

(3) 1-16 July .- The Battle Damogc Assessment for ielbd July
included 57 bunkers destroyed, four damaged, two weapon rositions
destroyed, 50 meters of trenchline destroyed, scven secondary explosions,
and four secondary fires. Suprorting unmits included Provisional Marine
Aircraft Group~39 providing cerial observer ancd helicopter support;
Marire Aircraft Group-36 providing helicopter supvorti Marine Aireraft
Groups 11, 12, and 13 providing fized wing support; and supporting units:
of the Air Force and Navy. Significant ewsnts for th2 period, were the
18 flights of fixed wing supvort which dropped (3 gas in the denial
zone of the Battalion A0, Trom 916 July the HST pors sonnel attached to
this Dattalion handled 56 scrtics of resupply for Doitery A, lst
Battalion, 12th Marines located on Dong Ha Mountain,
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During the operation, .v. sa¢ She mortn w0l e, ot cowe loutact
began when Company D ambush.: ‘w0 WA kisling cps. o 7 .Llowing sweep
of the area resul*tecd in cortuc: wi'h an estimatel i wiihocns The
contact resulted iu 16 enemy . =i¢ the caplure i tu~ 32um nortars
and 200-82mm mortar rounds (YD <2784h%)e _

On the Lth of May Company C divcovered a hunker complex =l destroye
ed the small amount of equipment founds The ~sening of She Lio, the
forward Battalion Com»xul Pest, supported vy Uumpany D (M3 3NG70),
received 5 rounds of “:..aoming. Agaln on tihe morning of tue 5t five more
morbar rounis were raeuilvad.

On the 6th of Mo “ompeny I discovered two NVA XId dn = rounntly
constructed bunker. The nowxi day Company C killed ome NVa {nl. J2u6al).
On the 8th Compauy ¢ atte:ized 2 position held by 12 NVA I=iling fve
(YD 997611). A% QUiS cv iy 10th the position ield by % o (roup
and Campary D was atiockoa by enewmy using TNT, RPG'e sval amill o
(YD 097642), lo emcmy bodies were founds At OL30 Smywr i amiusned
four enemy troc;s ot (Y0 OCL6SL)s Later the com SR
rortar rounds, 322 ailwperscinel mines, 16 anti-tuns wln. S DO
caliber rounds o3 4O lbu o 7,

Gn 11 May Cowmany D foue! S0 buvkers (YD 0086L5) . ro. :.'=ie ordnsndes
Company A teek eignt wound: =F 32me norter, On rhe J770 o: L. “wmpanies
A and D received o wobuio of Si-d2uu mortax wounds siuin b yor. On the
13th the Command Crouvy ) Zompany £ reeeived 190281 nuvesr pounds. As
the battalion swept tc Vi eaub i the 13th Lo wiae Livva merz bunker
comploxes werc discovered. Ca th. iuth, ten eremy pre...! Comany 6 Lines
(YD 057638)3 a check of vhe rrea vevealed one AK=47. ~.wr Gha company
killed four HVA in burkors (i 062648) and 3 of U4 enciy. :i-wicd at (YD
055630), Supportinug firus were called on 19 enemy sighted vy “he Company.

The Command Group recszived 29~82mm mortar rounds o hiv 1i*h. Company
D and the Command Group wewe pwobe by 5 NVA, night i 19-2C 0 o NVA
tripped flare, Frag grenadcs and S/A mesvlted in S WA K  company A
also roceived cnemy five totoling 25-82rm mortar rounds L-ow Ghe vieinity
o€ (YD 029657)e Comgx..y B killed two NVA in a bunko: com! - and captured

M . -
SR U Y

P

1 AK-L7 and 1 AXK-50 and destroyed large amounts of 62 and «<mm mortar

ammunition. At approx 200320H Company C (YD 0596L0) were attacked by an
ostimated 60-70 NVA from two direction, Jiseults 15 A Klde

Ambush from Companw B at (YD 056668) were sriung on approx 4O enemys
Resulting in 19 WVA KIA and 2 WIA. One captive identificd the unit as
an element of the 2nd Pn, 27th Regt. During the sayme day the CP received
120~82mn mortar rounds (YD 04363L) while attempting sgchedule helo 1lift
t0 Con Thoine On the 25th of Iay at Company B position, an enemy mortar
round caused the explosion of a pallet of mortar ammunition.

On the 27th 20 rounds of 120mm mortar fire fell on Company C (YD 062687);
Company B received 8-60ma morter rounds while on patrol from A-4 also.

From the 6th of Junc to tho 17th of July activiiv was light. Enemy
units were active in mining; shelling, and buildin; & bunkers., Only one
contact of significance, on the 18th of June, when five emsny took the road
swoep under fire (YD 134623), indicated that the cnoiy”

N 5 .
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intended to awoid contact. . .o tnoedarte e S Lo Ulve
trucks ancd one tank and resv. .7 an wne Icianudhy KU oAy, o
mostly by 60mm an? 82mm movins irn Howevewy oo L n e of the

Battalion positions: at Con T wocwnved 2-142mm rovenes mnd o the
16th of June the position ab ¢ - .ierave O to L0 ~ %% vochetsa

Fnemy losses for the perinie
AK-UT 2

AX~50
82mm mortar

60m mortor wds "
82mm mortar rds 1.26°
RPG »ds: he

(oo X R AU T BN R U]

60mm mortar 122w rockats 3l
SKS AT Minos:
9rra pistol AP Mires
RPC 2 Crenades:

d 7 i Dunkers
Pistol 38 1 Rdece doe

Small arms o aliBE © 120mm wmortir . '
Te Goncepl of Crerehion.
Operation Wysogliuis Hnlres enfenlod tae wee o o a0 T Rast

reacting infantry wvrli: proyad Lo vuinally FopnosCWy o e on
squad size elements: iv a0 M ter: idge/Helicoptew Vil v .33, As
well as the defonse of cuptain £ivao positvions and sec .o 7 wilbal
lines of commnication w. thin the ancigned AO. Corip: .o :
search and destroy ops:ifaons saturated assigned are
patrols and ambvshss an’ xade zfiective use of all oviiwes ,
Each amaneuver element, dorw ho amd including squad leval, ionoossed
the capability to request aud adjust artillery fire cudl enul’ oueraie
for a period of L-5 days withoub resupplys. The =se of Gb o7 n 2
peition of the AC to chamnelize enemy movement into arprac s wicre
movement corld be detcooted by sensing devices resuis oo noooa3rous
artillery fire missions execcuied on the basls oif scinsor ¢ w28
Those units: assigned missions for security of fixed intial

ailations
and lines. of cormunication vtilized roviiy: daylicht »abrcis aad ambushes,
maximun night ambushes: of fire team/squad size, ard employed seismic
intrusion and night obscrvation devinss to exterd etfectively their
carveillance and control of assigned areas., Jrfonwy security elements
were provided for daily road sweeps by enginecrs an’ NCB units engaged
in construction along Route #3, :

#pink Panther' a. specializnod operation aimed at S/I operations in
the southern DMZ, including special "stingray® patrols. from 3rd Recon,
was: superimposed on "Wirginia Ridge" during the period May 2h-28. The
purpose of "Pink Panther" was *o locate and engoge MW forces in the
southern DMZ, then employ larger retraction forcos v develop these
engagementse

‘v
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8. Results.

as Friendly personnel losses.

ho 121 1 K

be Enomy persomnel losses,

X4 bl
8 2

9, Administrative Mattors,

as A1l matters pertoining to supplyy maintenwure and dwaieportation
wore. satisfactory during the eotire operation,

b. The evacuation of casv.ltiesy o.lthoizgh delayed b “dwan Uy
higher priority, was satisfectory.

c. Cormunication during Lo entirve period of the cperotion wis
satisfactory.

10. Commander!s Analysic.

Operation "Virginia Ridge® provided this battalion a wxiianle
Meason learnedt, In most previous: operations in the Mabeswe: Mdges
Helicopter Valley area, units operated in company sims unite aid L1
quently occupied positions:; in excess of 24 houre, Svch opsravions
usually resulted in friendly positions receiving inconing novtars and
RIG fire, as woll as frequent probes of their positiuns. Shortly after
the commencement of "VWirginia Ridge", this batteoiion ostablished the
following procedures for operations in the fields

1. All movement to be by platoon or smaller unite.

2. No campany positions would be established. A1l positions:
would be platoon=size or smaller and mutually suppersinge

3, No positions would be established on military or topographic
crests.

L. No positions would be occupied in excess of 2l hours.
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Since the adoption of ti= ~love procelurces, an 0w 0 tho nattalion
has: received any incoming mexrios or kG fire in *:sis i -wuionss In
one instance, during the lattes pavt of June, Comptny I obuerved a
number of incoming mortar roun.s impacting on a position vacated three
hours previously, It is believed that opeprations. condueted ir
accordance with the above guidelines accompliches the foliowings

1. Does not preseny a large encugh target for the Wil Lo risk
their supply of ammuaision. :

2, Movement every 2k hours provides ‘ingufficient tim: £o0r %ne NVA -
to coordinate the movement of mortars, ammunition, and ¥iia iwcs positions

3. Dy keeping clsav of high ground, friendly uriis ayold W0..~ areas
that tave been previously registered by the NVA.

Finally, it should be emphasized that these oocodvres
in the field proved valid dur.ng a perdod in whicu fin
to be moving in small units, ‘:<.th no evidence of lurge ouvee

forcess in the AO. The existence of masses: enamy forr=: ar "o
would require reappraisal. airl revision of this cous it

11, Recormendationse T% is rocomaernded thab ineocdntsy sraining syotims:
be establishoed for infantry valts wheredn company--size ~:its ere witoe
drawn from their arca of operations, moved to & securs v.w.i m positiong
and rehesrsed periodionlly in basls small unit tacti.. . Sucho a :
procedure, performed in aix o seven days periodsy ~nd o uted during
times of decreased enemy achivity; would allow tha wntb oorna:der
opportunity to critique past performangg and correct shscrved doliciencless

¥
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