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ORGANIZATION DATA
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER PERIOD
2d Battalion, 34 Mar IitCol HENRY ENGLISCH 1~31Dec67
SUBORDINATE UNITS
H&S Co Capt G. N. COOPER 1-31Dec67
Co E Capt I. J. CuHIIL 1-31DecbT
Co F Capt W. H. oVMITH $~31DecbT
Co G Capt J. ©. AJESLER 1-31Dec67
Co H ' Capt R. . GREEN 1-31Dec6 7

2. - IOCATION

HOA VANG, HIEU NHON end DIEN Bal DISTRICTS, QUANG NaM PROVINCE, KVN,
1-31Dec67

3. ST4FF OFFICERS

Executive Officer Maj E. G. MILONE 1-15Dec67
81/010 1etlt K. No MCLEMOKG 1=31Dec6T
8.2 Capt k. 0. CULVER 1-30Dect7
23Lt . I WODDARD 31Decb]

5-3 Mod . k. BOGHRD 1-31Dec67
8-4 G.© .. &. PONSTORD 1-31Ded67
B-5 . ?, CHERVENaK 1-31Dec67?
Commo i L. LOVE 1-31Dec67
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Effective 010600H December 1967, the 24 Buttalion, 3d Marines was
wnder the OPCON of 5th Marines and ADCON of the 1st Marine Division.
The month was charecterized by aggressive patrolling within the as-
signed TAOR, especially within the kocket Belt. Waterwsy and lines of
communication were kept under surveillance snd intervdicted, search and
destroy operations of company and platoon size were run on taxgots of
opportunity. &dditionally, intensive hole hunting operations wers con-
ducted throughout the T4iOR.

Company E was OPCON to 3d Bn, 5th Marines from 16 December, 14 ..
Docember, 23-24 December end 27-31 December for operations within
-that battalion's TLOR.

Company F maintained constant ¢-ourity end surveillance over the
TU CaU Bridge, and was OPCON to 23 . O%h Marines on 14 December and
from 17-18 December for operations .:hin that battelion's TAOR.

oo

Compeny G was chopped OPCON to 7ih Marines for utilization within
the 7th Marines TaOR from 8-31 Decembsr 1967,

Compan,y H was OPCON to 33 Battalion, 5th Marines on 18 December for
an operation within the 3/5 T,0R. One platoon provided seourity for 5th
Marines CP from 20-31 December and one platoon was chopped OPCON to 1st
Marine Division as Rough Rider security from 29-31 December.
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l, E@rsonnel and Admlnlstratlon

‘8. Avar d .. & total of 2 Bronze Stars, 42 furple Hearts'and A0
Viotnamese Crosses of Gallantry were awarded during December 1967.

b. B4R. A total of 96 RER quotes were utilized during December 1967,

¢. Personnel L Losses and Gains for Deo §1

USM(‘ L
— QFFICEgg C - ENLISTED . .
" (JOINED . DROPFED- .mnmm,“f“~ - DROPPED
3 8 : 16 378 455
OFFICERS : ' . ENQISEQP, NS
JOINED - - DROyIED J NED IR 3EDP2§D
- 0 3 5 DR 2 N
Persénnel shorteges exist in pay grades E-S,'E~6 end E~7, <l s
d. Casuslties for De¢ 1967 | fyf‘ | o
KIA ., 0 - = 27" o :“ 0 :
Wia .o -2 7 164 - 0 5
DOV AL T '~0.;‘ 0
§ - Mmoo toan 0" o

€. Piomotions. F;rst llc .ant - 8; Sergeant - 6. :

f. Legal iand - Discip;ine. 4 total of 6 Battalion Officer Hours wore
held during Decembexr 1967. Articles violated were Article 91 (1),

Article 92 (4), end Artiole 113 (1). Two of these office hours resulted
in courts-martiali Summary Court Martiel, article 91 Speclal Court

Martlal, Artlcle 92.

gmy and Lllowanqg~. Safisfactony L R B ,
h. Fostal. batisfactory | |
i. sogermetiitloe, L small exchenge feoility is available at the

G A
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&ndeabtalxon, 3rd Mardnes Cr. " Excemge facilities in.the-Da Narig
Complex are also available depending on opersational commitments
and transportation evailability..

j. ‘Religious | Sg~dloes. Vieekly protestent services are conducted -
by the Battalion Chaplein in the Battalion Chapel ehd at the TU Cal
BRIDGE. Catholio Mass is celebrated by visiting cheplains in the Bat-
talion Chapel. Aarrangements have been made £or Jewish persounel to ate
tend services in DalNang.

2. ﬁnemz, Weather and Tégpain.

a. Summary of Enemy dctivities. knemy contact for the month has

decreased in contrast to HNovembers It - were 66 VC initiated contects
for November as opposed to 51 for the . .ih of Degember. There have
been 44 mlnlng/exp1091ve ‘device indi< > thié month,. of which 30 were

destroyed and 14 detonated. Informat ity fxom POW's, civilians end trans-
lated documents haes been a mejor factor in deterring the enemy efforts in
our TAOR. Total enemy personnel and equ;pment losgses wenet

R
K ¢

Wik o5 R
VC WIA .2
POWte .3

(2) EQUIPMENT

1 M-14 Rifle #139975 US helmet

1 M-16 Rifle #622218 foreign type canteen '
US canteen o {

1 M=79 Grendde Launcher #0653
1 Chicom Carbine ;¥:130 :
1 Chicom Pistol #ii.
1 US Carbine M-1
6 M-79 rounds
6 M-26 grenades
15 rounds 556
2 cartridge belts

Vietnenese 1D card

I squito. net,

sandbag, rook .selt .
barrelt of wvice 25 and 75 1lbs
bottle. stomach pllls

Lighter

bandage

QT QP QT QU QUF Wy N, JUNE QT NG N (- 8

- 2 Chicom grenades bag taloum powder
41 homemade grenade: vatoh, Roxy brand -
2 ponchos penlight battery
2 plastic canteens Bony portable rudio
1 rein jacket : .
1 kheki wniform w/ (Personal effeots of VC KIa
extre trousers . were extra olothing, rloe, !

2 pairs black pajemas tobacco and key ohaln)

SRVED
s apapure “‘“@gﬁkm% I -f\ 'JL 'qu>SH ﬂPDI

-y
SR A ks v inchs s mir,
- minnatera e doamison
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e Numerous Leaflets

A raft with propegande 81gns, various 81gns (Peaoe in
Vletnam)

« Surveillanoce and Reconnaissance. Use of evailable sources of
surveillance and reconnsissance was . coneidered excellent considering -
the equipment and the treined personnel avallable. 90 hours of saerial
reconnaissance was' flown over'our TAOR.

6« Westher and Terrain. Weather for the month was for the most
part fair and overcaest. 4 marked increese in precipltatlon prevailed
during the latter portion of the month, in ‘the form of afternoon and
evening thundershowers. The temperature fluctuated slightly due to the

frequent rains. The average high was 75 degrees, average low 67 degrees,

The terrain throughout the TAOR offered only 8 sllght impediment to
foot trafflc.

3 gpegations .

0108503'500 ¢ comménced a two platoon searoh and destrou operatlon.
OllBOOH Co G concludgd,a,two platpon seg:ch”and ggstroy 0pexat10n. |
O11500H Co E chopped OyCON to 3rd Battelion, 5th Marines.

0208002 Co H commenced. 8 platoon 3129 search and destroy operatlon.

021300H Co H concluded a platoon size search and’ destroy Operatlon.
0306$dﬁ Co F comaénced’a platoon size search and destvoy Operatlon.‘
0314%0H Co F concludedyg plaxoon 51ze searoh and destroy operatlon,
040700H“”Co’d'oommenced:é tw; o search and ‘destroy opéeration.

" Co H commenced a pl - 4e search and deStroy operatlon.
041106H ‘QO H_qgnglandlaApla; >31ze search and destroy operatlon,
041330H 106 Gl60ﬁ01€§§d é‘two platoon searoh and destroy operatlon"
050700H Co F coﬁméh¢é§_a company size search and destroy Operatlon; ?:;‘v
0512603 Co F éondludedba company size seareh and destroy operatlon.‘vn;
060730H Cob commenoed 8 platoon size searoh and destroy operatlon. 3

H
061100Y CovH“concluded a platoon BlZG searoh and destroy operatlon.
061140H ‘Co_E,chopped OICON back to 2nd Battallon, Brd Marlnea.

061300H "~ Co G commenced & platoon size search and destroy operdtlon.

..
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061700H Co G concluded a platoon size search and -destrdy operation.

070730 Co H commenced & platoon size sesrch and deatroy.pperéticﬁﬁﬁw@mwﬁﬁé~':

0709%36H Co F commenced a‘platoon size searoh and destroy operations.
OT1059H Co F concluded & platoon size search and_destfcy operction.'
07L106H 06 H concluded 4 pla%ocn size seatoh and destroy operation.

OBQBOOH ,Co,G choPped OPCON to 7th Marlnes.

1008438 Co E oommenced q‘platoon,31ze_segrch.cnd‘dcét£cy cpera%ion,
101211H Co H commenced & platocnfsiieiséarohAand[deétpoy operation.
ldlBSOH Co H conoiuded 8 piatocn‘sine'segroh andfdestrcy cpéiaticn;
101415H Co ﬁ‘ooncluded e platoon : > search anc~destrcy opérafioﬁ;'

1107508 Co H commenced two parelle’. rlatoon size searoh and destroy
- ._Operations‘using'a;third prlatoon as & bloock for both.

111500 Co H concluded both platoon search and ‘destray operations.'

140600H Compenies B, H end Bn CP participated in Operation JUNCTION
& 5th Marines Search and. Destroy operation.

141%45H Compenies E, H and Bn CP concluded purtlclpatlon in Operatlon
- JUNCTION. : . , _

150900Hi Co E commenced & company size sweep operations .
151149H: Co F commenced & oar, ~ <rze Search and degtroy operations
151255ﬁ: Co E conocluded & ¢ | Coze sﬁeep oPeraticc; o |
151555 Co F concluded B  size search and'destrcy~opeiations;'5$7~‘
1714008 dQ‘F chopped OFCON to 3rd Battelion, 5th_Mcfines,

180600H Co H‘chopped OPCON to 3rd Bdttéiion; 5th Marines.,

1815458 Co F chopped back to 2nd Battelion, 3rd Marines.

181905H Cc H chopped back‘to 2ndzBattalion, 3rd Mafincs.

201200H 4 platoon from Co H chopped OPCON to 5th Marines for CP security.
210800H Co F commenoed a two platoon search and. destrby operatlon.

211100M Go r concluded a tvo platoon search and destroy operatione
B gy
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220300H

220800H
221015H
230800H
231145H
@3130011
S5 oa16008
&2 252330H
/]
1 <
1
260600H
261800H
2622001
262230H
270200H;

;
270230H

2707008

270714H
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Co B commenced a company size coxrdon operatioh around the

Happy Haven Leprossriume

Co H commenced & platoon size ﬁea;ch and destroy operation
around the Happy Haven Leprosarium.

Co E and Co H platoon concluded operatiors gt the Happy
Haven Leprosarium. ’

Co F commenced & tWo platoon search end destroy operation.

Co F ooncluded & two platoon search end destroy operation.

Co E chopped OPCON to 3rd Battelion, 5th Marines.
Co E chopped UFCON back to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines.

A squad size petrol from C. E returned to its PDP and

discovered one member of *.e patrol was nissing. An immediate

search of the area and. patrcl route commenced.

Initial search for MIA from Co H terminated. A two platoon
pize sweep in search of the MIi commenced with the assistance
of AO's in Grids BT 0765, 0766, 0767, 0865, 0866, 0965, 0966,

and the western half of 1065,

Two platodn gsearch for Co H MIA terminated to resume
patrolling of the Rocket Belt.

L two platoon and six ILVT reaction force from Bn CP was
dispatched to set in a block with an existing FDP along a
line from BT 0667 to 1067 after en attack on CAP G~6 and
3rd LVT CP.

Onerplatoon of ths .1 block commenced & sweep north
& line from BT CSG. {9 and back south to the block
position. :

Rea platoon swe.p concluded and resumed normal night

Bities.

Two. platoon and six LVT reation force returned to 2nd
Battelion, 3rd Marines Ci%.

>Co H oontinued search for MIi.

to

Co F commenced a two platoon search and destroy operatione

270940 et luded & two platoon seatch and destroy operation.
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2715008 Co E ohopped OPCON' to 3xd Batta.;,ion. 5th Marinea.

71800H Co H termmated search for MIA to reaume pa*trollibg Roc.ket
. Belt. \ o

Co F end e seven IVT. reactxon force dispe.tched in reoction to
..~ intelligence reports placing Co H MIA in the vmimty of THI .
' AN (2), coordineates B'I' 038673. v ¥

, Go B rea,ctlon fo:r:ce Opere.tmn 1n search, of MIA terminated by .
)th Marines.in ordcr ‘oo oonstltute a rea,ct; on fox\ce. A

One. platoon oi‘ Co F and four I.V'I."s slerted fox renotmn force
for relfef of CAZ D-l. - . “:¢" ' ..

< ‘282255 One platoon of Co F and “four IVT's chapped OPCON-to. 3rd .

2] Battelion, 5th Marines for & reaction fox-oe for the relief
=5 of CAP D-l. . - dof

&E‘B 290845H - Reaota.on foroe .of one pla*..n of Co F and four LVT'S chopped
51) baok 1o 2nd Battal;on, 3rd Ntmanes.

293.000Hj 'C'o F oommenced a two platoon aea.tch and destroy operatton.
,_291"2}53 Co ¥ conoluded a two platoon search and destroy operatlon.

: ?914001{ One platoon of Co H chopped OPCON Yo lst Mamne Division
=20« for Rough Rider Beourlty. I U

300645H Co F commenced a two platoon Hole Hunting Opera,tlon in
conjunction with Jnfomatlon recezved from a FOW.

301301H Co F concluded & two »}irom Hole Hunting Operation.‘

4. Training. The command - - . vhe sméll erms renge end. “hag
oonducted intensive train: » remiltdrization and care and
cleaning of the M-16 riflc. ~ionelly, all wespons are fired -
for familiarization at leu: . .. overy two weeks. 4 weekly

officers schooi was initiatc. & well a& en inténsive indootrmation
program for: the training of ai.l replacemént personnel. Technical
training was avoomplished through both aftendance at sohools and on-
the-job training. Daring the month of Décember the following sohool

was utilized.

SCHOOL:
CAG

[ T R TRt ]

o .
gy e o g
& R .

-E
5}
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‘ 5. drtillery Support

g+ During the month of December 1967 Battery B, 1st Battalion,
1c§h Merines was in direct support of this battalion.
S5 b, 4n intensive H&I program has been implemented during this
dgg%orting poriod utilizing Battery B, end Battelion orgenio 81mm
Srtars to deny the enemy case of movement during hours of darkness,
d especislly to restrict his program of mining and attempted inter=
& iction of lines of communica&tion.
c. A total of 5246 rounds were expended on fire missions and H&I
fires during December 1967

&

(1) Bl |
105mm HE-VT: 950
105mm Hk-Qs 23370
81mm HE: 865
« Total H&I: 4y 185
. :
f . (2) Fize Miseions vithin D4OK R
? i 105mm HE-Q¢ 266 : :
? ' 105mm Smoke 215
‘ 1 105mm W § 38
105mm Illums  ©/ f 148
81mm HE: c 98
B8lmm Wi o 50
81mm Illumg 33
Total rounds within TaOR 848
. (3) Fire Missions Outside of TAOR
105mm HE-Qs 98
105mm HE"_'V 52
~ 105mm Sm. 27
S e 105mm Wa s 1
4 105mm i - 35
Total x: . swteide TAOR 213

E ‘ »/\'\ .’"
6. Air Support ' ' AT
Be Geheral air suppprt within the TAOR wes satisfactory,

‘b‘ 4 total of 69 missions were flown in support of the battalions

1) Med~evact 17
2§'F1are ships:. 3
3) Visual Keconp' 19
4 Admin 3 2
(5) Logisticalr- 3
o taciipi%*£ixgd‘wim pir strikes were conflucted within the .
Bn TAOR. ¥ LR W
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e Gomempl, " The overeld. logleticgk stttis of the Wittedimm ¢
is sasinfactoiye ’ o

b SupRlY. -

o (1) On 1L December 1967, e 18t Marine Divisior inventoxy
teen inspeoted the battalion's supply. It was recvommended that the '

division sernd & SNCO from the Divieion ‘Supply Office and eeven 3051 :
worehousemen to help inventory and etore geav. o *%

(2) A1) unsexviceeble items have beon inventoried end are
being sent in to the Galvage Seotion, FIC. Hepairable itews are
being sent to lst FSR for inspection end repaiv.

(3) Dus %o the teoticsl situation apd the fact that the
battalion will be eplit into vhrie arts it s mandatoxy that this
somusnd revert to compary supply .. -zabtions. For thie reason counsnies R
&ve stocking items wp to the mary :y level of their respeciive <y
compand.es. Battalion Supnly will-.:intain @ 10% stookage lavel of
982 gonr for replenishmen’.puipeses. . |

(4) Stoock record cords are being posted fwom the inventony
ond drops axe subsequently beiug mede to the compsnies. 48 vas
proeviously mentioned a 1% stookage level of 782 gesy will bs madin.
tained unti) valid usege data can be determined. InSurence items
will also be utilized until valid dewend date §8 edmputed.

ce Moiox Frensporle

(1) o 1L Deo €7, & bewu of the st Marine Division
Advisoys inspected this vxn'o = v/ wm pool. Disorépanoies were notefd

end they have been ocorred T ..~ publications '%_rq; ordered and a

Motor franspoxt S0P is ol MRV o
. (2) 8ince the ¥ was short of Qﬂb.litted motor

.vehicle opexators, & BORE:. . . semi-monthly drivers school wai

instituted to maintain sufi..ient numbers of trained drivers.

d. Epgineers. : Enginecr suppoxt end equipment was "mt‘i‘é‘racthy..

* 8¢ Qivio hotions

e. MNedcspse A total of 2639 Vietnamese in the loocal gea were
treated at Medoups, and en additionsl 67 were given dental treut-
ment. Sanitatien and health leaflets were hand delivered ugnadoa,p
patients es well as to oivilians throughout the TAOR, Sl

@E@&&S@BEBE@
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b. 2g5y0ps. FsyOps broadcasting teams broadcested for ap-
proximately 26 hours throughout the TAOR. The brosdcastes con-
sisted of appesls to the VC and to VC families to return to GVN .-
control, and explaining rewards for mines and booby traps. aerial
broadcests end leeflet drops were scheduled daily during .the monthe
sropegenda leaflets were hand carried to the local citizens by bat-
talion marines on & daily basis.

o. Civil 4ffeire hssistance. & cleanup cempaign was initiated in ¥
Nui Kim Sen (BT O72702) with the full cooperation of the villege chief.
& The battalion also perticipated in a Christmas Party in the same villag
Qib and distributed approximately 1500 gifts. :

d. Ipgtruction. &ll new members joining this command during
December received en indoctrination cless on civil aeffairs. &Additional
clesses were also given on company end platoon levels,

e, Contact with Local Officiglge The Thanh Thwy village chief holds
a weekly meeting at the 273 Meduap station, The Vietnamese from Thanh
Thuy villege come to the Battalion CF for their meetings, availing them-
selves of the seturity provided by the <CP.

N

f. Qutlook. In the near future 2/3 will be working in a much
larger TAOR with thousends of Vietnamese civilians living in our area.
The sssistence thet the 29th Civil affairs Company will provide will
greatly benefit our civic ection efforts.

9. Commmications
a. On 1 December 1967 the Battalion Message Center was opened.

b. 4n inventory of all communicuations equipment was .condncted on

10 Dgoember, end & 1st iL.oine Division Assistence Tosm chocked Bat~
talion commumnications pr-. coou8 on 11 December. : ~

@ ¥’ All\communicut;\ .34 equipment was calibrated by the Main-
tenance Battalion, 1st .-« 2u 15 Deds

d, # 1st Marine Division teohnicel &Lgsistence Team worked with the
Battalion Communications platoon from 17-19 December.

e tions problems were engountered during

this reporting periods’
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e Whe X 'u ‘fli.";.!.b'u

BAS ;p.'::o:.ic‘o‘ CLtehel o*ai‘rnum -
~a Bapport ‘fox t v

10. NMedinnl.

the PP Tude a fally nouings
L RERE Sy 8X084 PhETaesY o snkoratery sed d .2 Ded Rospitol we
wm caorGessibility 'Lo hotn thee Novna 89 "“.’"-?.1' Hnoni al, end ,.3“.
Batisticn fuwtier providss consml:i;.. Gone Luseadloligy,
mer’iwmc, guccery end vooied subspecialty "scww’ ces. The scrond
echelon ‘cave ot the Btm is provided by two med: rn offic ez.s, one
dental ot‘fano.. and et :v.,,‘.,f%«w:y eralfs,

b. "“m ma,jon. by of nos\ e indurice were w;wou &G N&;A ‘Hoopdtal W
r l b ILa Lutteiione wJ.iIL"’lu.‘..\.Y, g abﬁ.o'sed casan of mala.ma zama ’

woun.d.s,tmd lems sovere metloal, ..ll.".c?'. 5 VBT ‘m'- ,w"* b the it

The Jollowing tik’e proviles a stailsidval xoview of ihe months
activiiys :

PATIENTS TRECTE. AL - S , 51]

. AmTrrt:11p1) iy oo 3 WART: ' , ' ), R C
DISELLLG TRUEAD o l ’
. DEHMATOLOGICAL COITI)l'l‘IONS 21
RESPERALORY ' ' 122
FVER OF UNKNOWN L'm.r[N . €0,
PTARFERS 0 - . 45
CIIEER GI DISUT 'DBL‘ ' 59
LYE ZDISORDI‘R 30
VENTFLY FICEAED 9
"NON SPECIFIC URETHRITIS _ 4
FRACMENT WOUrLE, DOHPILE il
MALaRTA . _ b

o

CC oo™ NLINN D

- 4

MISCEITLANEQTS
(L.mm’ll.ué.ui(f)l‘.s, eye rol - S
gpmaing, lasekall w3

v T T
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T 5201 NG, DOCUMENTS

1.Y iteport of Sweep of Heppy Haven Leprosariun olndwoted oy, 22 Dbl
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COMLANY H
2nd Battelion, 3rd Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
- Fe0, Sen Francisco 96602

24Dec6T

From: Commending Officer
Tos Commending Officer, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines

Subjt Sweep of Happy Haven Leprosarium
knol: Vfl) Sketch of ffeppy Haven Leprosarium
Ref: (e) My oonference with CO 2nd Bn, 3rd Mar of 22Dec67

1. On the morning of 22 December 1967, Hotel Company con-
ducted e sweep of the Happy Haven Leprosarium in conjuction
with & blooking force supplied by koho Company. irior to
first light Echo moved from threc separate platoon defensive
perimeters to establish a 360 degree encirclement exound the
Leproserium to prohibit the egress of personnel from that
position and to detain any questionable VC suspects who might
try to flee once the sweep of theLeprosarium began. The
Third ilatoon of Hotel Company with the Compeny Vommand Group
and sttochments from the Battalion B-5 Seotion end ITT moved
from its night platoon defeneive perimeter to the vicinity of
the Leprosarium from CT700 to 0800« There an assembly area
wes selected and packs were discarded. a loud speaker system
was then set up just to the rear of theloho block on the
eustern side of the hospital. & Chou Hoi was used to speak
to the inhabitente of the hospital explaining that the
Marines were coming in to look around and for the patients
and other personnel to move to the center of the Leprosarium.
ifter this initial ennouncement hod been made one squad of
infantry with the C¥ group and ITT began to move into the
hospitel. &4t first the inhabitente were hesitant to move
intc the middle of the camp, and an interpeter was used to
assist the movement. us the people bogan to move, one squad
entered from the right flank and enother from the left flenk
to clear the out-laying portions of the hospital grounds.

HNo difficulties were encountered in assembling the people,
end all but those confined to their beds were assembled.

I met and introduced myself to the Vietnamese Minister
located at the hospital. I explained our purpose and that we
meant no haym to the patients. fe was most friendly and ren-
dered minor assistance in our search. He explained that the
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Leprosarium h’about 200 petients and ebout 2‘uditidmal

- persons lived on the grounds. Thes people ceme from Viem

Dong and other near-by villages to escape sxrtillexy five
because they knew the Merines could not shoot within the
hospital grounds.

0f the personnel assembled, approximately 350, about
helf were lepers and the rest villagers. NMost were *mall
children ond old people, but there were a few males of mili~
tery age present. Beceuse it would be precticelly impossible
to interrogete all pereons, about twenty five were selected
for interview. These were the young males and several othere
picked st random. These people could offer no infoxmetion of
intelligence value and either possessed Leper I.D. cards or
reguletion I.D. oards. They stated that they had not seen
eny VC for long periods of time end thet they did not know
who pleced the punji stakes on the castern side of the hospi-
tal grounds.

As ITI was telking to the people, the third platoon con-

ductod o search of the holpitel buildings and the huts in the
area. BExtreme care was teken to insure thet these buildings
were neither demoged nor sny personel property destroyed.
The search did not locate any weapons or equipnent which might
be used by the VC. The hospital staff were agreeable and un-
locked soveral closets containing medicine and other supplies
during  the search.

I believe the living condition of the Lepers ond their
femilies is of some significance. Most of these pecple live
on the north western portion of the grounds. The huts are
constructed of bamboo with straw or pine needle roofs, The
animols live with the people. Thie srea is one of the filth-
iest places that I have observed. Flies were everywhere, and
the smell of the ares is putrid, I believe any disease with-
in this area could rapidly reuch epidemic proportions.

. The hospital itself is oleaner, but by our stenderds is
still filthy. The floor of one building was goxy and bloods
stained, and sand was merely thrown over this f£ilth. Bandeges
were not burned, but collected, end then buried. I oonsider
the hospital ocmpletely unsenitory.

The search of the area wae ooncluded et about 1015. Neith~-
exr the patients_hor the seasrch of the buildings offered eny
real intelligence material. &rior to leeving the wrea, the
Chou Hoi wae used to explain the rewerd system to the pecple.
They were also instructed to stay out of the TAOR ab night
and to use only the beach vhen departing or entering the Lep~
rosgrium. Prior to moving out, about 200 punji stekes were
removed from the eastern flank of the Leprosariun and burned.

Robert R GREEN
oAT.  USMO
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