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HEAMQUARTFRS
34 Reconnaissance Rattalion "
3d Marine Pivision (Rein) RMP
FX0 San Franoisoco 96602

3sHFSdeh ;7
575046 : v
8exNo, 0342201967
8 Mgust 1967

3dReconBn S/C No. 3 7 8 9 "67

Comnand ing Offieer

Tot  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code 403))
Via:  Commanding General, 3d Marine Divieion (Rein) FMF (Attn: ACofS G-3)
Comnending General, 3d Marine Amphibious Foroe
Commanding Genersl, Fleet Marine Foree Paoific

Subj:

Refs Eag MCO 5750,2
b) ¥FMF PACO 5750.8

Fnol: V(1) 34 Reconnaissance Battalion Command Ghronology

1« In accordance with references

subnitted,

2, Unolasaified upon resoval of the

381867

Comnand Chromology for period 1 July 1967 to 31 July 1967,

(a) end (v), enclosurs (1) is hereby
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HEADQUARTFRS
34 Reeonnaissance Battalfon
34 Marine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO Sen Francisco 96602 4

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 July 1967 to 31 July 1967

INDEK
PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART I1  NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART II!  SEQUANTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAND EVENDS
PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTFRVALS
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1+ DESIGRATION

H & S Conpany
Conpany A
Conpany B
Conpany €
Conpany D

34 Foroe Rooonanissanee Co,

»

. %) Reconnaissanes Rattalion

(26 April 67 to Present)

2,

IOCATION

31 Ju); HUE~PHU BAY, RVN
31 Jolv DONG HA, RVN
518 KHE SANH, RV

3

sty

Exeoutive Officer
Opexrations Offieex

Aset, Operations Offieew
Adjutant
S~2 Offioex
S~4 Officexr
Bne Supply Officer

4

AGE

fficer

32

UsMe

Y.

Bniated
656

IZATIONAL DAT
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PART I

Jucy 67

SOMMANDER

Major J. R, A. REHFUS
- 14 April 67 to Present

SURORDINATE UNITH

Capt. R. J, WFIDNER 9 April 67 to Present
Capt, A. K. WARD 21 May 67 to Present
Capte J. L. WILLIAMS 18 July 67 to Present
18t/l4. J. F. WAIKER 24 Mar, 67 to Present
Capt. R, L. KLEIN 21 May 67 to Present

ATLACHER UNITS

Major W. C, FIOYD 6 June 66 to Present

H & § Company, Conpany A anc C
Compeny D and 34 Porce Recon Company
Compeny B (Rein)

Major E. F, BAULCH 3 July 67 to Present
Cept. J. W, HIMINGWAY 29 Arr, 67 to Present
Capts R. R, GREGA 18 July 67 to Presont
end/Lt, G, E. FOX 31 Jan, 67 to Present
Capt, J. L, SHEBFL 20 May 67 to Prosent
Cepts J. B, HANRAHAN 15 July 67 to Present
2nd/Lt, C. H. BLACK 14 Apr, 67 to Present

(Ineludes 3d Force Reconnaissance Company)
Uil
Offioer  Mulisted
0 37

ONCLASSEED o

DECLASSIFIED

L

o



DECLASSIFIED

4 - » '
W : CopyLof_igopies
ERHS E ooy
& "M«SQE[H} PART II ‘

NARRATIVE, SUMMARY

Cos A During the reporting pexriod the Company completed 22 patrols
avoraging 3,8 days with an average of 8,0 men per patrol, The patrols
nedo 45 sightings for a total of 207 VO, whioh resulted in 15 oontacts,
17 fire nissions of 1428 artillery rounds, and 5 air strikes, There
were a total of 13 VO KIA (Conf), and 33 VO KIA (Prod). Patrols sighted
peveral trails, huts and fortified positions not indiocated on the map,
There ware 5 USMC WIA and 1 USN WIA sustained,

Co, B During the reporting period the Company completed 26 patrols
averaging 4.4 days with an average of 9,0 nen per patrol, The patrols
nade 10 sightings, totalling 114 V¢, which resulted in 5 contaocts, 6
fire nissions with a totel of 415 artillery rounds fired, and 4 air
strikes, There were & total of 2 VC KYA (Conf), 7 VC KIA (Prob).
Thore were numerous trails, huts and fortified positions observed

by the patrols. There were 4 USMC WIA sustained.

Co, © During the reporting period the Company oompleted 21 patxrols
averaging 3.9 days with 7 men per patrol. The patrols nade 48 sightings
for & total of 61 VC/NVA, vhioh resulted in 4 oontects, 8 fire missions
of 287 srtillory r»cunds, and 13 air strikes oalled. There was a total of
6 VC/NVA KIA (Conf), 3 VO/NVA KIA (Prod). Many trails, huts and fortified
positions not shown on the map were sighted by the patrols, along with 1
rifle being captured, There was 1 USMC WIA sustained.

Lo, D During the reporting period the Company completed 22 patrols
averaging 4.4 days with en average of 8 nen per patrol, The patrols

nedo 17 sightings for a total of 126 VG/NVA, which resulted in 5 oonteots,
30 fire nissions of 903 smréillery rounds, and 7 sir strikes, There were

a total of 17 VO/NVA KIA (Conf), and 51 VC/NVA KYA (Prob), Trails, hut
oonplexss, and fighting holes not shown on the map were sighted by patrols.
One weapon was also csptured, There were 10 USMC WIA sustained,

Fonrce Ree o - During the reporting period the Company completed
40 patrols averaging 3.8 deys with an average of 8 men per patrols The
patrols had 28 sightinge for a totel) of 221 VC/NVA that resulted in 9
oontacts, 20 fire missions of 713 artillery rounds and 6 eir strikes,
There were & total of 37 VC/ANVA KIA (Conf) and 58 VC/NVA KIA (Prob).
Patroles observed trailp, huts amd fighting holes not shown on the map,
One wespon was captured, There were 16 USMC WIA and 2 USN WIA sustained,
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PART III

SFQUENTIAL LISTING OF STGNIFICANT EVENTS

e. Conbat Migsions Assigned, 3d Reconnaissenee Battalion and ettaohed
Foroe Reconnaissance Company, oonduot reconnaissanoe operations, STING-
RAY operations and other operations, as direoted, withini ¥h&Bfkvtedon,
aven of responsibility. (3d Mer Div 10X # 1-67)

b, Significant Operations Conducted, Units of this Battalion have
participated in Operetion CHOCTAW, CROCKFIT , CIMARRON, CUMBERLAND,
SRDMORE,, FRFMONT, KINGFISHFR, HICKORY YI, BFACON GUIDE, aht BUFFALO,

C. Casusltios Inflioted on the Fnemy. There have been 75 VC/NVA KIA
(Conf), 152 VO/NVA KIA (Prob) infijoted on the enemy during the re~

poxrting period, :

de Casuslties Susteined. There have been 36 USMC WIA and 3 USN WIA
. sustained by the Battalion, One soout dog was also slightly wounded.

e, New Technigues Fmployed. 4s of 28 July 1967 three soout dogs with
handileors have again been avtached to this unit,

£, Conmand Relations, Nothing significant to report,

ge Fouipnent, Communiocation equipnment tested for possible reconnalsssnes
ugo includes an auxillary spesker for the PRC-25 and a VHF radio set to
give patrols & ground to air capability, (RT-10) is still being tested.

he logistios, Nothing signifiocant to report,
4o Civic hcotions Aldl persomnel joining the Battalion fxrom CONUS ere
given a class in the personal response program, One man from this.

Battalion attended the Pivieion Perscnal Response Sohool during this
reporting period, .

3o Adninstration. FNothing signifiocant to report,

ks Personnel, Twenty rédio operators joined the Battalion during
July, These operators offset the losses suffered through causalties
. end rotation during July the scheduled losses for August, S

S A v
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1, Intelligence, July reconnaissance efforts in the Khe Senh area
showed a general decreese in enemy sightings over the Moy and June _
levelsy There is, however, continuing evidence of east and west meve. -
mont between the Kne Sanh area and laes, Trails clearly show usage .
ag well as tho bunker complexes to the nerthwest and west, Bunkex
oonstruetion appears to be well engineered, Contacts have been made
with well equipped, armed and trained enemy troops., Sightings of lights
end night movement have drepped from Mey and June levels,
' Farly in the nonth the enemy -pushed south and seutheast tewerd Con
Thien, Reconnaissance jatrols soreened and supperted 3d Marine Divisien
“countor eofferts. Following the enemy withdrawal to the north and nerth- .
west oneny reoornaissance efforts and troop mevement was again detected »{
within the DMZ, Substantial activity from Laes in the west toword the i
Hai Lang Forest in the east was in evidence by the discovery of several
large base camps within the DalK¥gmg Valley., Recent area usago showed
pvassafe by a large nunber of people late in July. Within the Hoi lang
© Forest trail usage continued to be hoavy,
Frst and southeast of the Hai lang Forest lecal VC activity has been
- noted, Trail usage indicates VC may be operating fyom fairly seoure areas
within the jumgle to avoid US/ARVN operations along National Route 1 and
the "Street Without Joy" area, Attempts to patrol from Hill 674 over-
locking the Co Bi Thanh Tan Ridge encountered possible eneryy OP/surveillance
positions in all directions. VC activity in the vicinity of the ridge it~
self ocontinued to foroe oontact and premature extraction upon reoon elements,
The CUMBERLAND area and Route 547 continued fairly inactive., Gonerally light
. activity running southeast end northwest continued to the south of Hue end
FPhu Bai. lLocal VC aotivity and oontaot with patrols operating in the general
Fhu ILge area increased in July, howevér, a greater reoonnajssance effort has
been made in this vegioen, :

mne Comunications. During the month of July numerocus radio relays were
aotivated and deactivated or relocated, The radio relsy looated at Phm '
Loo, RVN (ZD 081006) was reactivated on 19 July 1967 and again deactivated

on 23 July 1967. The relsy on Hill 840 (YC 767963) was deactivated on 27

July 1967. The relay located et the artillery position at (YD 716107) was

further relocated to the forwaxd fire suppert base at (YD 620095) to support

the reconneissance teams opepating in and near the & Shau Valley.

n. Weather, The month was characterized by generally olear skieg with
no major problems in the deployment and scheduling of eperations ocaused
by weather, During this period the mean maximum temperature was 98
degroos with humidities from 40 te 80 peroent. Due to extremely high
temperatures enoountered on & few occasions by patrels this month, move

ment was restrioted and a few heat casualties were sustained,

o« Fire Support. During the reparting period patrols of this Battalion
direoted 81 artillery fire missions expemding 3746 rounds,

URe N Gubettepepenibiotininiel
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re Alr Suppert, During the reporting period patrels of this Battalim
called 35 fixed wing missions, Helicopter gunship suppert and med~evaos
were utilized several times.

q. Activations/Desctivationp/Redesignatiens, Nothing signifiocant to rebart.

re Iraining. Training was end is being held fox all newly joined personnel
from CONUS in 811 phases of recommaissance techinques being emplioyed by this
Battalion in the RVN, Training was end is being given on familiarization
firing and z2eroing of the U.S. Rifle M-16 A-1. to 81l newly axrived personnel,
Uraining has been conducted by the Battallon NBC, NCO, This sovered mone
itoring, surveying, and decontamination of NBC agernts. On 6 and 7 July.s
school was conducted by the 3d Marine Division Fngineers for 25 merbers of
this command on VC lend Mine Warfare end Booby Traps. 4gain on 13 and 14
July, 20 and 21 July, 27 and 28 July, the same school wes oconduoted fox

2h additional members each weeks The Battalion conducted a Motor Vehiole
Vieekly Freventive Maintenence class on 15 July 1967 for 17 Marines of this
command, Also 6 personnel attended & 50 cal machinegun class fér membors

of the motor transport section,

ity
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s, Sequential Listing of Sismificant Events.

251230H/252030H_Jung, 4 patrol operating in the vicinity of (YD 0640)
oonduoted 8 hours of rcocomnaissence and surveillance which resulted in
alrost constant contact with 5 elements of 25 NVA, DPatrol was extraoted
under enorgency conditions, Patrol observed 4 ooncrete bridgesz, 1 nine
end 1 £ish net. Contacts resulted in 3 KIA (Conf) end one USMC WIA,

(Seo supporting doounment # 1)

251115H/281127H June. 4 patrol operating in the viocinity of (YD 234R)
conducted 72 hours and 12 minutes of redonnaigsance and surveillanco which
resulted in 1 eighting of 2 lights, 3 sightings/eontacts with 12 VO/NVA
whioh resulted in 1 NVA KIA {Conf), 2 NVA WIA (Conf) end 1 USMC WIA (Minor).
(see supporting dosunent # 2)

261430H/301415H Jung. A patrol operating in the visinity of (¥D 5022)
conducted 96 hours of reoonnaissance and surveillance which resulted in 5
sightings totalling £#5 NVA/VC and 3 eontaots resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA
(Conf) end 8 VC/NVA KIA (Prob), Mortars fired 55 rounds of 8imm resulting
in 7 NVA KIA (Prob), Artillery fired 10 rounds 155 gun with unknown results,
Fixed wing ran air strikes with unknown results, Patrol followed {1 trail
vhich has been used heavily, Patrol also found oomm wire in valley and 1
;.m; ooche oapable of acomodating 200 1bs of rice. (See supporting dooument

3

270930H/0109458 Julye A patrol operating in the vioinity of (YD 0763)
conducted 96 hours and 15 minutes of reaonnajesance ahd swrveillenoe which
resulted in 3 oontaots with an estimated platoon of NVA which resulted in
3 NVA KIA (Conf), 5 NVA KIA (Prob) end 2 NVA WIA (Conf)., (See supporting

doounent # 4

021545H/0416308 July. & patrol operating in the vioinity of (XD 7346)
oonducted 49 hours of recohneiesance and suxveillance whioh resulted in 1
enoty sighting totelling spproxinately 30-40 VC/NVA, Patrol found nunerous
bunkers throughout the grea, Patrol also made oontaot with 3 VO/NVA resulting

-dn 2 enemy KIA (Conf). (Bee supporting document # 5)

oH/05162 « A patro) operating in the vicinity of (YD 680004)
oonduoted 4 hours of reomnnaissance and surveillance which resulted in 6 VC/NVA
K14 (Cont), Fixed wing and helicopter gunships yen munerous air gtrikes in
support of patrol with wimown results, (See supparting dooument # 6)

Page 8 of 11 Pages
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'MWQ 4 patwol opexuting in the vieinity af (YP-680004)
eonduoted 4 hours of rvsormafssanee and surveillanoce, Shortly after insextine
yotrol had moved appraximately 50 meters southeast, when they obsexved 1 VO in
o tree and 2 nore VC 50 metexrs Yo thelr south., 4All VC had weapons, Patrol
took VC under fire end 2 VC KIA (Conf) resulteds FPatrol then observed 3 more
VC at (YD 6810003) and took then under fire killing 3. VC KIA {Conf). Ratwol
onlled artillery in aves with unknown results, After artillery, gupships and
fixed wing ren ajr strikes, they wers receiving SA/AW fire from ares xound

17, Five more VO were obsarved at (YD 678013). A&ir strikes diwacted in their
position with unknown results, (Ses supporting doocument # 7)

040955H/080930H Suly. 4 patrol operating in the vioinity of (XD 9351) Ct
oonduoted 95 hours and 35 ninutes of reoonnaissance and surveillanoce which
reosulted in 1 sighting of 2 groups of 15-20 NVA, Artillery miesion called
resulting in 16 NVA KIA (Prob). Avesa affords good observation of Con Thiens
{Sco supporting dooument # 8) .

060930H/1013 00K 13;% A patrod operating in the vioinity of (YD 1473) o
oonduoted 99 hours and 50 minutes of resormaissance and surveillanes which _ s
vesulted in 1 contact with § NVA resulting &n 4 NVA KIA (Conf), Arves is

littored with enerty dend and equipment, Area is under oonstant morter,
rocket end ertillery barrage., (See supporting dooument # 9)

060730H/091630H July. A patrol operating in the vicinity of (YD 1473)
oonducted 81 hours of reconnaissance and surveillence whioh resulted in
several sightinga of bunkers end 2 contaots with an estimated 200 NVA ree s
sulting in 152 KXA (Conf), Area wes under conatant rocket, mortar and B e
axrtillexy barrage, This petrol was operating with an infantry battalion L
for this operation and artillery and snall arns fire was oontrolled by
the infentry, Therefoxe the above figures are not added into ouxr totals,
but exe oredited by the 9th Marines, (See supparting dooument # 40)

o

0608308/091630K July. 4 patrol operating in the vieinity of (YD 5224)
oconducted 81 hours of resonnaissance and murye{llance which resulted in 17
enery sightings totalling 63 VG/NVA and four oonteots resulting in 3 VC.
KI4 (Conf), 2 V¢ KIA (Prod) and 1 friendly WIa (Minox), Artillexy and mortars
fired over 309 rounds in mapport resulting in 4 VC KIA (Conf) end 10 VO KIA |
(Prob)s Patrol observed lights and smoke on seversl ocossions and found one o
snall camp sight. Area ocovered end observed by patrol reveals signs of enemy
aotivity throughout the area, Patrol heard 4 secondary explosiong from artile
lery i(s,;nd Sa.ir strikes. Yatrol elso observed 3 sampsns, (See supperting docu= ’i
nent # 11 '

0 « A patrol operating in the vieinity of (YD 0970)
oonduoted 15 hours and 20 minutes of reoonnaiseance and surveillance shioh
rosulted in 3 mightings totalling 37 NVA and contaot with an estinated ocompany
reinforoed resulting in 11 NVA KIA zeom‘) and 20-25 NVA KIA (Prob), Results
of us# st:)ukes are unknown (excellent ocoverage by air). (See supporting deocu
neat ¥ 12
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1012158/13 41408 July. 4 patrol operating in the vieinity of (YD 1465)

oonduotod 71 hours end %5 ninutes of recomnaissance and surveillance which
resulted in tho sighting of 3 suspected NVA gun positions, Axtillery miswion
called rosulting in 25 large seoondary explosions, Patrol secarched ares with
negntive results, {Sec supporting doosument # 13)

1608300/221015H July. 4 patrol operating in the vicinity of (YD 0535)
oonducted 146 hours of resonnaissance and surveillanoe which resulted in
the sighting of 3-4 lights and contaot with an unknown numbexr of NVA re-
9‘7::1111};!18 in 3 NVA KIA (Conf) and 5 HVA KIA (Prob)s .{See supporting docunmt o

14 g

240300H/2445000 July. & patrol operating in the vioinity of (YD 1170)
oonducted 12 hours of reoonnaissance and surveillencs which resulted in
ocontaot with an estimated reinforced platoon or more of NVA, resulting in
18 NVA4 KIA (Conf) and an unkmown nunber of (Prob) KIA, Nine USMC WIA (Minor)
end 1 USMC Scout Dog (Minor). {See supporting docunent # 15)

P

2306001/2610158_July. A patrol operating in the vicinity of (YD 0769)
oconducted 77 hours of resonnaissance and surveillance which resulted in
nunerous sightings of lights and enemy. Artillery mission called resulting
in 2 NVA KX4 (Conf), 35 NVA KIA (Prob), end 1 USMC WIA (Minor).- (See supporte
ing docunent # 16 :

,&%“‘q : -[.@,, . Pagenmdmage,
I L 3 B , : :

DECLASSIFIED



QO S SN A

L e Y QT N
X v ol N O3 O\

DECLASSIFIED

®

Copy {_of 8 Copies -
PERT IV - . i
 SUPPORTING DOCUMFNTS -

Patrol. Repoxt 31567 of 25 June 67 (Coe D)
Patrol Repoxt 316-67 of 28 June 67 (3d Foros) . :
Patrol Report 254-67 of 01 July 67 (Co. A) : ' :

Patrol Report 318-67 of 02 July 67 (3d Force) ’ /)/Vﬂ A
Raval Messace # 1 of 05 July 67 (Co, B) :

Patrol Report 270-67 of 06 July 67 (Co. A

Patrol Report 263-67 of 09 July 67 (Co. C
Patrol Report 334~67 of 10 July 67 (3d Foroa) \ '

Patrol Report 332-67 of 41 July 67 (Co. D) \ '

Patrol Report 340-67 of 11 Jaly 67 (3d Force) - \

Patrol Report 268+67 of 11 July 67 (Co. A)

Patrol Report 347-67 ef 13 July 67 (3a Force;

Patrol Repert 345-67 of 18 July 67 (3d Force |

Patrol Repert 35867 of 23 July 67 (Do, D) , o . ;
Patrol Roport 364-67 & 365~67 of 24 July 63.(3d Eeros) - ‘
Patrol Report 361-67 of 28 July 67 (Co, D) ‘
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