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3d Reconnaissance Battalion
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco 96602
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575046

Ser. No. 03A3431968
8 December 68

Commanding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

(1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF, (Attns
i of S, G-3)

(23 Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific

Command Chronology for period 1 November 1968 to 30 November 1968
(a; MCO 5750424

(b) FMF PACO 5750,.8
{c) DIVO 5750,1B

Encl: /(1) 3d Reconnaissance Battalion Cammand Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c),
enclosure (1) is sutmitted.

2, Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1),
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

§d Reconnaissance Battalion

SUBORDINATE UNITS

ReM. HARDEN
G.L. JOINER
JoF. BUCHLI
BoEi DAVIS
Je.H. COURTER
T.E. WATSON

ATTACHED UNJTS

¢

C
‘LTCOL -D.R. EERG

12 Julye.30 ' November 68

19 AUG 6830 'NOV 68
29 OCT 6830 'NOV &8
2}, OCT 68-30 NOV 68
19 SEP 68-30 WOV 68
29 SEP 6830 ‘NOV 68
16 OCT 6830 NOV ‘68

3d Force Reconnaissance Company MAJOR W.F. SNYDER 10 MAY 68-30 NOV é8

1=30 NOV 68 = Quang Tri = 3d Reconnaissance Battalion and attached

34 Force Reconnalssance Company

Executive Officer MAJOR F.,L, GOULD
Operation Officer MAJOR F.,L. GCULD

(s-3)

Intelligence Of- 1{STILT R.D. WEBB

ficer (5-2)

S~ Officer NONE ASSIGNED

Adjutant WO H.E. ENOS
tSTLT C. STRONG JR.

DECLASSIFIED

23 OCT 68-30 NOF¥ 68
10 SEP 68-30 NOV 68

20 OCT 68-30 NOV 68
30 OCT 6830 NOV 68

29 JUL 68+ 2 NOV 68
2 NOV 68-30 NOV 68

hverage Monthly Strength (Includes 3d Force Reconnaissance Company)

UsMe UsSN
E OFFICERS ENLISTED OFFICERS ENLISTED
33 879 1 50
; Page 3 of_ 310 Pages
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PART 11
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Co. A, During the reporting period, Company A concducted 21 patrols
averaging 11,9 dars with an average of 8.4 men per patrol ., The
company made four sightings of 32 enemy and four contacts with 23 enemy
resulting in four enemy KIA(C). There was one USMC KIA, one USMC WIA,
and one Kit Carson Scout WIA. The company also captured numbrous.

documents, The company fired seven artillery missions of 53 rounds.

Lo, B. During the reporting period Company B conducted 27 patrols
averaging 7,2 days with an average of 8,1 men per patrol , The company
made 13 sightings of 54 en and eight contacts with 18 enemy

resulting in six enemy KIA?CDX, one POW who died later. The companv

also captured three #K-47, two SKS, one M~1 carbine minerous documents
and munitions. The company fired seven artillery missions of 105 rounds.

Cos C During the reporting period, Company C conducted 16 patrols
averaging 4.2 days with an average of 6,7 men per patrol, The company
made two sightings of 10 enemy and three contacts with 18 enemy resulting
in two enemy KIA(C). There was one USMC KIA, The company also

captured documents and mnitions, The company fired three artillery
missions of 46 rounds.

Co. D, During the reporting period, Cémpany D conducted 23 patrols
averaging 9.1 davs with an average of 7,3 men per patrol . The company
made 11 gightings of 28 enemy and seven contacts with 51 enemy resulting
in four enemy KIA(C). There was one USMC KIA and three USMC WIAi, The
company also captured documents. The company fired 14 artillery mission
of L41 rounds,. ‘

Coy E, During the reporting period, Company E conducted 29 patrol averag-
ing 11,9 days with an average of 7.0 men per patrols The company made
13 sightings of 118 enemy and seven contacts with 73 enemy resulting in

: three enemy KIA(C), There was one USMC WIA. The conpany also captured

one M-16 and documents., The company fired 27 artillery missions of
636 rounds, The company also utilized two aiy strikes,

3d Force Recon Co. During the reporting period, 3d Force Recon Company
conducted 22 patrols averaging 7.3 days with an average of 5,4 men per
patrols, The company made 12 sightings of 72 enemy and two contacts
with seven enemy resulting in three enemy KIA(C). The company fired
six artillery missions of 82 rounds. The company also utilized one

alt+ strikes, .

H&S Co, During the reporting period the SCOBA Section conducted 14 SCUBA
mission in sapport of the 3d Marine Division, three body search miss -
sions , one mission to clear the Quans Tri River for a total of 18 SCUBA
missions. Kor the seventh consecutive month, this section cleared and help
defend the Quang Tri River Bridge by maintaining a three man SCUBA team
continuously at the bridge. The company Reactionary Force was called

out twice to conduct a sweep in the Quang Tri Area.
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a. Combat Missions Assigned. The 3d Reconnaissance Battalion and the
attached 3d Force Reconnaissance Company conducted Reconnaissance
Operations, Stingray Operations, and other operations as directed with-
in the Division Area of Responsibility (3d MarDiv 1-67),

b. Significant Operations Conducted. Units of this Battalion have
participasted in Operations Kentucky, Lancaster 11, Napoleon/Saline

Scotland II and NanKing.

¢. Casualties Inflicted on the ene During the reporting period,
there were 23 enemy KIA(C). The Battalion captured numerous documentw,
munitions and one M-16,three AK-47's, two SKS and one M=l carbine,

d. Casualties Sustained. The Battalion sustained three USMC KIA, five
USMC WIA and one Kit Carson Scout WIA during this period.

e, New Techniques employed. Nothing significant to report.

f. Command Relations, On 23 November 1968, 3d Heconnaissance Battalion
assumed OPCON of lst Platoon, Co. A, 5th Reconnaissance Battalion and
1st Platoon, Co. B, lst Reconnaissance Battalion.

g. Bguipment, During the reporting period the Battalion received one
DE-PU-3148 Generator.

h. logisties, During the reporting period 117 tropical huts were
campleted for living spaces, and 11 for office spaces.

i, Civic Action. All personnel joining the Battalion were given a
class in the Personal Response program by the Battalion Sergeant Major.

j. Agministration, DNothing Significant to report.

k. Personnel. 2 November 1968, 1STLT C. STRONG JR. USMC assigned duty
as Battalion Adjutant, vice WO H.E. ENOS, USMC.

Page ‘ of 10 Pages
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l. Weather, During the month of November, the weather for the most
part was fair with a decrease in temperature and a significant increase
in precipitation. The temperature ranged from a low of 70°F to a high

of 95°F, Wind velocity decreased from October to an average of 15
knots in Decenber,

n., Fire Sumﬁg "The Battalion's Reconnaissance Teanms directed 6L fire
missions for a total of 1363 rounds.

n. Alr Su@-"”#t. The Battalion Reconnaissance Teams utilized three Air
Strices on targets of opportunity.(tlis does not include the fixed wing
strikes employed for initial insertions in an unsecure area)s

0o Activz*lon[Daﬂivatlon[Redrslmation. Nothing Simiﬁcant to report,

p. g.’_mg. Training was conducted on a continuous basis. ewly ;]oined
personnel are instructed via the Battalion Training and Fariliarization
School in all aspests peculiar to Reconnaissance weapons, demolition;

? - artillery, etc, An information orientation class on Vietnanm is con<
ducted by the Battalion Sergeant Major. The M-16 rifle is Fan~Fired and
geroed during the periods Corpany Training is conducted along these
same lines, but on a more detailed level pursuant with the experience
gained in combat, Eight personnel graduated from the U,S. Favy SCUBA4 -
School in the Phillipines, eight personnel graduated from the U.S. Aymy
RECONDO School in Nha Trang, Victnar, Daring the reporting period school
were conducted at the location given:

SCHOOL PERSONNEL LOC,TION
SCUB~ SCHOOL 8 Subic Bay
HECONDO SCHOOL 8 Nha Trang
CAREER PLANNING 2 Okkinawa
NCO SCHOUL 1 Okinawa
SNCO SCHOOL 2 Quang Tri
COMM SEC/CRYPTO 1 Japan
GROUND SURVEILLANCE 1 Da Nang
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE 1 Da Nang

qes Communication, The following Radio Relay Sites are being manned by
the Battalion during this reporting period.

NAME DESIGNATOR GRID - AREA

FIGHTING MAD "“""rmo,s/,%s AT TU

FOXT ROT YDOO 148k VANDERGRIFT COMBT BASE
GOLF YDOO9L55 Ca LU

0SCA4R 11836692 CUA VIET

'PAPA YDOA 8547 ~ CAMP CARROL

ROMEO XDBLILS5 KHE SANH

SIERRA XD978559 THOM SON LaM

T ANGO YD2L 7597 DONG HA

VICTOR YD135646 62
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re Intelljgence Summary

Eneny activity decreased substantially during the month of
Naveriber in the Northern I Corps Area, HReconnaissance patrols con-.
tinued to make significant sightings. Reconnaissance patrols continue
to mske numerous sightings and contacts around Gio Linh and :
Qua Viet, Aetivity north of Ca Lu continues to increase as does

. activity in the Khe Sanh area. The Khe Sanh aetivity indicates an.
increase in enemy infiltration from Loas with Route 926 as a major.
infiltration route. There also has béen an inercase in activity in
Base Area 101 and the Da Krong Valley. Reconnaissance sightings and
contacts west of Quang Tri Combat Base also indicates sontinued .
increagse of enemy activity in this area,

Page ﬂ_of 10 _Pages
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, PART IIT
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Op0 @25& 8 (3E3) 051015H Nov 68 (0512132). Team while being inserted
received 50 cal fire from across the miver, also helo %00k fire from arounc the
HLZ, The team had one NVi KIA and helo gunners accounted for four

NVA KIA,

8 (1E1) 031700H Nov 68 (0713292), Team made contact with three
NVA., Team took two rounds of SAF, Gunships came on statiop and took
SaF from where the team had macde eontact, Team was extracted with negative
firc incident, o

Op0 2041-68 (343) 312235H Oct 68 (]00549Z), Team obscrved six to eight

NVA, Team fired SiF on the NVi resulting in three NVi KIA(C), Team
observed three more NVA walking into treeline team called M of 40O
rounds yesulting in $&.seeondary explosions,

2102-68 (141) 1017050 Nov 68 (1105332). Tear while being inserted saw
three i in HLZ. Team fired SiF and M=79 resulting in one vVC/NVA y

KIi. Helo received SAF on being extractcd,

Op0 210368 (2D2) 101230H Nov 68 (120401Z). Tear obscrved one: WO /NVA

approximately ten meters from team, The VC/NVi began to run from team,
team fired SiF and pursued the enemy. Team received SiF and AWF o
resulting in one USMC KIA. Team was cxtractedé with negative fire incidqnt. .

272-D-68 (2D1) 111600H Nov 68 (120357Z). Team while being inserted .
reccived SiF, resulting in the transport helo being hit four times, = -

Meam returned fire and nission was aborted,

Op0_2113-68 (2C2) 161500H Nov 68. (170641Z)s Tean while being inserted

received SiaF. Tean ancd helo returned SiaF. Tean observed seven to tem
muzzle flashes on being extracted.

Op0 262-D-68 (2B3 171030H Nov 68 (1811312). Team observed three YC/NVL

moving south on a trail. Team initiated SaF and ‘olserved on enemy crop
his weapon and run into the brush, team also wounded ane enemy anc
captured him, Team was extracted with negative fire ircidents. The POW
was taken to med facilitiea to Quang Tri where he died, :

Op0 292-D=68 (182) 180920H Nov 68 (1811352). Tean st up a ambush,
Team had six VC/NVi walk into it., Team fired SiF resulting in three

KIA(C). Tean was extracted with negative fire incident.

, . , .
291~D-68 201815H Nov 68 (2105592), Team while being inserted received
SKF/AWF, Tezm left helo and set up a 360° to await hclo return. Helo
gunners saicd there were about 10 to 15 VC/NVA in the area helo and team
fired SAF resulting in three VC/NVa KIA, The team was extracted and
mission was aborted. : D ' , '

Page 8 of 10 . Pages
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% 212668 (313) 202330H Nov 68 (211041Z). 161800 Team observed one
A heny wore green utilities, web gear, and e¢arried unknown type

- weapons, 172000 Team heard movement and smelled marijuana, team called

FM of six rounds with good coverage of area, novemcnt ceased. 180900

team heard active mortar, team called fire mission of four rounds

with poor covcrage of area. 202330 team heard movement, team received one
grenace resulting in three USMC WIA, Spooky came on station anc worked
out until 210700 when tezm was extracted.

Op0 298-D-68 231500H Nov 68 (240225Z2). Team while being inserted received
SaF from about 15 to 20 VC/NVi, Blo gunners anc team fired SAF resulting in -

- one VC/NVi KIA(C), Mission was aborted, (2D2)

Op0 216968 (1C3) 261100H Nov 68 (271059Z). Team heard movément, then

observed five cnemy fifteen to twenty meters, to team's wegt, Team moved
into treelire. At this time heard movement of about thirty VC/NVai, at
this time two enemy stepped into a clesr area and fired SAF at team,
Team returned SiF resulting in one VC/NVa XI4 and one USMC WIA.
Extractisn helo came in and extracted them with megative fire incidents.

0p0 2175-68 (@AZ) 271615H Nov 68 (283512). Team when being inserted

heard movement arounc HLZ. Team moved to a bomb crater and set up a
360° Team received mortar rouns. 50 cal fire, SAF resulting in
one USMC KI., one USKC WIi, and ohe Kit Carson Scout WIA. .
Team was extracted with negative fire incident.
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Jo)
V(2
J(3)
V(4)
Y(s)
o)
Jin
J(8)
Y(9)
J(10)
J(11)
V(12)
v (13)
o)

Patrol Orcer

Patrol Order

Patrol Orcer
Patrol 6rder
Patrol Orcer
Patrol Order
Patrol Orcder
Patrol Orcer
Fatrol Order
Patrol Order
Patrol Orcer
Patrol Order
Patrol Orcer

Patrol Order

PiRT IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMENT'S

L,

24,9=D-68 of 051213Z November 68

2347-68 of
204168 of
2102=68 of
272-D-68 of
2103-68 of
2111=68 of

 262-D=68 of

292-D-68 of
290=D~68 of
2128-68 of
298-D-68 of

0713292
1005492
1105332
1203572
1204012
1706412
1811312
1811352
2105592
2110412
2102252

2169=68 of 2710592

2175-68 of 2803512
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(3E3)
November 68  (1E1)
November 68  (343)
November 68 (A1)
November 68  (2D1)
November 68  (2DR2)
November 68  (2C2)
November 68  (2B3)
November 68 ‘-'(_'-1 B2)
November 68 (2IR) |
November 68  (318)
November 68  (2D2)
November 68  (1C3)
November 68  (241)
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