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SBCTTON I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

L4th Marines (-) (Rein)
PHU BAI, VIETNAM
COMMAND POST (YD 88513L)

CCMMANDING OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
S-1/ADJUTANT
S-2 OFFICER

.

S~3 OFFICER

S-li OFFICER

COMMUNI CATIONS OFFICER
ARTILLERY LIAISON OFFICER

AIR LIAISON OFFICER

NAVAL GUNFIRE LIAISON OFFICER
REGIMENTAL SURGEON

CO, HQ CO, LTH MARINES

CO, 1ST BATTALION, 1ST HARINES
€O, 2ND BATTALION, 1ST MARINES
GO’ 1ST BATTALION, LTH MARINES

©O, 2ND BATTALION, LTH MARINES

. 30 = 31 MAY 1966
CO, 3RD BATTALLON, LTH ¥ARINES
CO, 3RD BATTALION, 12TH MARINES
CO, RECONNAISSANCE GROUP "B

cO, CO "B", 3D MT BATTALION
GENSRAL SUPPORT

CO, CO "B", 3D ENGR BATTALION
DIRECT SUPPORT

cO, CO "A" 3D SP BATTALION

CO CcO "B" 3D AT BATTALION
CO, CO "C" 3D TK BATTALION

COLONEL D. W. SHERMAN

LT COLONEL W. F. DYROFF

FIRST LIEUTENANT E.L. KRATCOSKI
MAJOR R. R. DARRON

1 - 15 MAY 1966

MAJOR O. R. EDMONDSON

16 - 31 MAY 1966

MAJOR D. J. FULHAM

MAJOR J. HASKINS

MAJOR W. E. HOUSE

MAJOR H. C. SOMMERVILLE

MAJOR T. L. GRIFFIN

LIEUTENANT E. J. O'SULLIVAN, USN
LIEUTEIANT J. T. MALONE, USN (MC)
CAPTAIN E. W. BESCH

1T COLONEL V. D. BEIL, JR.

LT COLONEL R. T. HANNIFIN, JR.
LT COLONEL R. E. SULLIVAN

LT COLONEL P. X. KELLEY

LT COLONEL S. A. VALE
LT COLONEL L. L. PAGE
CAPTAIN S. L. OWENS

1 - 12 MAY 1966

MAJOR D. A. COLBY

13 ~ 31 MAY 1966
CAPTAIN J. J. MC DERMOTT

1STLT J. M. HENNESSY

MAJOR D. E. BENSTEAD
C[‘LPTAIN D-U. S»l‘c-‘Jl
MAJOR E. L. ERLCKSON
1 - 28 MAY 1966
CAPTAIN S. H. GREY
29 - 31 MAY 1966
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SHORH SEOTION XX

CUMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 ~ 31 Mey 1966

2 it 4 - on
1, Par onnel

e Average montidy stiengtht

o -
12 AHey 66 '1% 4744 '1?: 245
2 5mE1 Moy €6 103 3074 11 163

be HLatile end Honelnttle Caminltiest

BATCLE HOR=BAT'TLE
Ky 209 MWIp  SBUIQUS DATH  IQT
1-3l¥sy 66 2 0 140 0 ) &12%

e Hotation during monthr 387

d, Yepluoomrents reccivede

Q¥ A TOTAL
T 391 398

Ce  Powgurmel Swunerys

: (1) serious personnel shartages of both offiox and enlisted
poresnel pern atmy, Officer shortage is becoming more acute,

2¢ iaf{ mtudies and estirnmteat None
3¢ ioeal Hewspopers: Xone
4o JPhotographe: Nome

5. Jurienoies ~ S - /

Appended hereto, - > ¢ REfFAART ,L(‘&”\éf; n, cokoek o
-~ RN PR B, . g/ !
fro  lunaipline, Courts-nnrtiad and Office liourst wec?, 7Y e

fie  wowmrbtpenortial e

$ ) Genexrals  Hope

2) tipeoinle Three

% Swamaxyt Ten

(1) Ooffice ilourst Fiftcen

TI-1 molosure (1)
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Ts Morale, PX, rostal Affairs, Liberty and Réil

fie Harale continues o ressin high,

be PAs Continuce to stook adequate supply of necessity items.
Ferchandise with a retail value of approximately #115,637.69 is on hand
st the present time, Sales for the month totaled &T8,800,70.

¢e Frostal service provided by the 4th Marines Post Office for thse
ponih of May was as follows:

rongy Ordere Iseued: 5y 928
Amount of loney orders Yesueds $338,123%,51
Regiotered gsmt outgo 226
Resistora? (Received): 99

Stamps sold: $6,498.00
triount of Money Orders Cashedt $8,251,60

e Jibestt lone

@e U&ts During the month of Fay, approximately 295 persomel
wvere assigned R4l quotus to Okinawa, Hanilse, Talpei, Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Bangiok, Seigon and Bingrpares

8, Chaplaing Support, Heliglous Servicens

"he Regimental Chapleir continned to coordinate the Chaplains'
astivitier in the arese UCoordinated ooverage was given Catholic emd
Protostiset for ©/1, 3/4, 1/4, 2/4, HqCo, MCB~T, ¥YLSU, 3/12 snd RPN 163,
Chaplein'e aevvico wos provided during Operstions Wayne and Chereltes.

Feroried Lervioes ware conduoted on M May, All units, inclwding
other sg-vice unite participateds Upon oonclusion of the sexrvioes, the
follovdns docorstions warc awarded by Commanding Ceneral, %4 Marine Divisiomnt

1 uavy Crosn 6 Bronge Ltars
¢ Bilver Stevs 83 Purple Hearts
1 Ady Node)

2nd Battalion, lst Mnrines' Chapel has been redesignated as gth Marines
Chopele
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IERRADI AD WEATHER

A, T=GAIN. The kth Marines TAGH is beunded en the Nertheast by the Sng Lei
Neng Dal Gisng river, Reute £lli Ssuthwest te the Nul Bang

West te the deng Ta Trach river then generally lNerth till it jeins with the
nerthern mest bomdery, MNational Keute 71 passes in a Nerthwest/Svuthesast
direction thrcugh the TAR with nussreus impreoved axd ssal-impreved reads
interlacing beth sides of Route #l. Cemmanding terrain features aleng Reute
are Hills 120 vic (YD 793283), 160 viec (YD 855133) and H11l LB vic (XD S0RL06).
The deminating terrain in the southern pertisn of the YAOR is H1ll 300 vie
(ID 8,50i3)s The terrain then diminishes rapidly as yeu pregress towards the
ceastal lewland area which is dominated Ly villages and large temd area,

B, MWEATHER. During the month ef May there was a total of 7.38 inshes of redne
£al) with 16 days ef meamwrable rain and 4 days with a trass of precipitatiem.
'g;g-m-nump-rnm vas 100°, mintmm teaperatwe 74° and the man Sempereture

CAFIURED EQU [PMaNT

1, WEAPONS. A tetal of 34 wapens were captursd dwring the repart ried,
ucmss‘:m-.3uk7.1nuautgm.sww,xuxv.¢-
2 X8 rifles, 1 U.5 =l oarbine, ) Us & M=l rifle, 1 RFD 320,

2. OIHER EQUIPLNT. A varied assertment of ether eguipment was captured o
fo o uce s

4. ChiCem Grenades

Be THT with fumes

Ce Varisus types of ammmitisn

D, Pagks and ether military wd equipment,
Ke Modloal supplies

Fo Itens of clething

3. DISRVSILIMN. &1 captured squipment 18 legged md precesssd threugh
intelllgence channels in an effort te extract all pesaible infermatien of
valus, After (precessing fer infermation the item mey be returnsd te the
individual whe captwred it, te be retained as a sowrenir. 7This, only after
striot complimnce W th apmopriats directives,
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Sus Ll Rew B VO CASJALI Lo s

As VOS A .0 e {0¢ uwotal numbar of indivisuzl® vrocesesd throagh the
collécwlm po.u & ong Lth Harinee was 127 for tie month of Maye M3

ol these w.. ¢ oi. ilii:Ts and wre relecoed a ter Wterrogaticne. 19 of

Lhese were won. 0 in ng blen, District Hezdquariers for further prooesSsin s
‘he remaining S wre ¥ nt Lo highir Hesiquervers for further prooessing,

He Vo CASIALIL ie  Tping the reperting porioc 8 tetal ef 100 Viet Ceny
were Klllede 012 41 e cuntirmed by bedy coumnte
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OPERATIONS and TRAINING

025 TIIS

1. 1 May 1955. 3y 1C15H the lst Bn, lst Mar reached DONG H%, their
final objective in their reconnaissance in force mission in the execution
of Operation Virzinia. At 1200H Operation Virginia terminated. Unit
continued pr.paration for displacement to their CP within the TAOR. At
12201 General JESTMORLAND arrived at tie Regimental CP. After a short
briefing he departed for DONG HA to visit 1lst Bn, 1lst Mar. All other
units conducted small unit operations within areas of responsibility,

2. 2 May 1966. At 0300H Co C, 1st Bn, 4th Mar arrived HUE PHU BAI °
Airficid, via fixed wing from DHNANGn Comencing 0300H, Co H; 24 Bn,
1st Mar, participated in Operation Liil SOi 264, This operation was a
combined search and destroy operation conducted with elements' of 1st :
In? Div ARV, centered on grid square YD 7709, immediately West of the
Talk. At 1400H, 1st 3n, lst Mar returned to their CP YD 811115, from
DONG H., after h=aving conducted Operatiown Virginia. L.il SON 264
terminated at 15004, unit returned to CP YD 885134 by 1800H, results -’
1 VCC and 9 VCS. No friendly casualties. All other units contlnued to
conduct . swmall unit operations in aress of resnonszbility.

3. 7 May 1966. Preparations for Operation Cherokee | continued,

ne?lnent&l Commander and ixecutive Staff briefed lst Inf Div, ARVN, at
their CP in iUZ, RV, concerning Operation Cherokee. . Comuanding Officer
briefed unit comvanders and their respective staffs on Operation Cherokee.
it 20159 Operaticn Cherok-e nostponed 24 hours due to bad weather. A4ll
units conducted s7mall unit overations in arcas of responsibility.

4, 4 Lgx'@?és Pending execution, Cperation Cherokee, all units
conducted snall unit ope ations in areas of resoon81billty. -Contact -
was very light, within areas of responsibility.

5. 5.7 May 1966. Uth iar (-) (Rein) conducted Operation CHEROKEE.
Operation tsrusinated 071200H. Units returned to their CP?s by 072000H.

6. 8 MEX;M966 As a result of reliable intelllpence indicating t&e
lecation of an enemy battalion nlahnning comaenced for Operation AT

The legimental Command and ixecutive Staff briefed the Comranding General,
I1I MAF and the Comranding Genepal and staff of the 3d Jar Div on the
pronosed operation. Aoproval was given and detailed planning conmewced.
A1l units continued to conduct small unit operations in area of
responsihility.

7. 9 iy 1956. Preparations for Operatiocn J4aYyE continued. - Frag O

5-66 was issued at O4C0H. Units conducted sm2ll unit opsrations in
area of resoonsinility.

Enclosure (1)
. V-
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8. 10-12 May 1956. Operation AYNZ tersinated at 121200H, Units
returned to their CP's by 1230H, assumed assigned missions in areas

of resvonsibility and comnenced small unit operations accordingly.

9. 13 ilay 1966, 07004, promulgated Frag O 6-56 directing 3dBn, . .
L4th Yar, to deploy “y vehicle to the TROUI Area of Operation bounded
by YD 953112, YD 94073, YD 912081, YD 3938082, YD 370020, YD 870950

YC 955250, 72C 000975, ZC 003925, 7D 030027, ID 971100, =nd YD 953112,
to conduct opérations in area, to find and destroy enemy forces =nd
prevent enemy movement through area, to intercept enemy forces
attempting to destroy friendly facilities along Highway One. All
other units conducted small unit operations in areas of responsibility.

10. 14 May 1966. At 0750, CG, FMFPAC arrived HUE PHU 34T Airfield

b fixed wing aireraft to visit units in area, At O838H, Lth Mar

assumad CPCOY 1st FORCE 7CON Co (~), in addition, CO, 1st FO<CZ .LZCON = ’
Co, assumed comnand of Recon Gru B, 3d Recon Bn, as directed by 4th | '

Mar msg 140116Z. At 1415H, CO Recon Gru B, requested reaction force -

type assistance to aid 2 econ tean of eleven liarines inclusiing one

serious I, surrounded by 20 VC and raceiving heavy small arms fire,

at YD 510245, At 15254, 2d Bn, 1lst Yar, Sparrow Hawk and HMI-153 were

alerted., S>iAil. 1. ' consisting of 23 .’arines touched down at 1611H,

in vicinity of YD 526237. In attempting to retract the one WIiA by

hoist, the hoist broke, dropoing the WIA aprroximately 30 feet. A

search vas conducted immediately, WIA was located and evacuated to

Co A, 3d iied Bn. 1640H, Sparrow Hawk received several rounds small arms

sniper fire in arez of LZ. At 1655H Sparrow Hawk sustained two WIA's.

it 1730H CO, 1st 3n, 4th liar was directed to assume OPCUX of all units

involved =nd to take chargze of the retraction. Ten helos were dispatched

to 1lst3n, 4th .iarine CP. The rctraetion was completcd at 1935H. The

action rcsulted in 5 VC {IA. Units continued to conduet small unit

operations in areas of resoonsibility. : .

11. 15 May 1966. In accordance with 4th liar Frag O 6-65, 3d Bn, 4th °
¥ar dedloyed to TROUIL arex of operation, apprcmimately 1100H, .At 104OH,:
verbal orders were received by this Headquarters from TG, 3d :ar Div,

te displace one Company from 1lst Bn, lst Mar to the DANANG Ti0R, Ten
minutes 1atér this order was changed to send two companies, By 1428H,
the 3d Sn 4th liar displacement to TRUUI Area of Operation was completed
with negative contact. CP located at YD 923857. At 1523H Co 4, 1st Bn,
1st l'ar and elemeonts o7 1 and 5 Co, were lifted from HUE PHU 3AI iirfield
to DaN.G by C-130, in accordance with 34 MarDiv wmsg 150750 Z C.1i-ni s
A and 3, 1st Bn, 1st Mar were chopped OPCON 9th iiary All other units
continued to conduct small unit operations in 2reas of resonsibility,

12, 16 lay 1966. 3d Mar Div Msg 1609452 directed the return of 1st Bn,
L4th iar to the PAU 3.1 Combat 3ase, commencing 170700H, Nothing of
significance revorted this date, Units continued to conduct small unit
operations in areas of resoonsibility,

Iv-2 EngYosure (1)
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13. 17 May 1966, At Q230H, Co D, 1st Bn, 4th Mar, Btry G, 3d Bn,
12th Mar an v at YD 5L 326 ceneived B0-100 rounds of incoming
mertar fire, 30-L0O VC demolition charges were thrown, by what
appeared to be a VC suicide unit of unknowa strength, that attempded
to penetrate the lines of defense, One VC, KIA and one Chi Com sub-
machine gun were recovered from the defensive wire. At least two VC
KIA were carried away. Counter mortar fire was returned by Btry G,
3d Bn, 12th Mar while the perimeter security fired M1l and 1850 MG? 3.
VC broke contact and fled, Units sustained 16 WIA's and 2 KIAts,
Units continued to conduct small unit operations in areas of respon-
sibility throughout period.

| 14. 18 Ma 19660 At 0600H, a helo, with a Becon team aboard went

; down at Yﬁ: 612215 as a result of mechanical failure. Recon feam aboard
provided security, until arrival. of a platoon from lst Bn, Lth Mar CP
that prov1ded security untill helo was retracted later in the day, At
08304, 1% hth Mar, commenced displacement from YD 568245 to LSA
atT5. 5153784 At 0900H, GG, 3 MarDiv, arrived in the area to visit
; lst Bn, uth Mar snd. 34 Bn, Lth Mar, At 1530, Companies A and B, 1st
f s Lth Mar were displaced by helo to vicinmity of 1lst Bn, 1st Mar CP
at ’YD 811155. At 171CH, the lift was completed and the units chopped
to OPCON, 1st Bn, 1lst Mar. All other umits continued to operate in
their areas of reSpons:Lblhtyc

15. 19 May 1966. Co C (~) 3ad tank Bn, Co C, 1st Bn, Lth Mar and a oo
platoon from Co B, 3d Engr Bn, under the command of CO, Co C 3d Tank \
Bn remained at YD 537269 to YD 546266 pending improvement of weather N
conditions and arrival of spare parts for tracked vehicles.

16. 20 Hay 1966. At OLLOH, a platoon of Co C, 1st Bn, Lth ‘Ia'r' with

a section of tanks was attacked with 81/82mm mortay. néd-5¥e. RR. -

The unit was assaulted by an estimated coropany of VC attired ain plack :
shorts and green utility jackets ardt armed with automatic weapons, SN
satchel charges, hatd grenades and RPG anti tank weapopse The attack N
was directed at the West side of the perimeter. The unit sustained
5 KIA, 12 Wlie. The enemy sustained 9 donfirmed KIA and blood drag

marks aid bandages in the area indicated the enemy lost another 30

KIA possiblee CG III MAF visited this CP from 1010H to 1040H. For

remainder o period, umits continued small units operations in area of
real,onvlblhty. Company A, 1lst Bn, 4th Mar was ordered chopped from

st 5 st Mar back to parent unit. Company moved to YD 811151,

17. 21 Ivlav 1966, 1st Bn, Lth ¥ar continued movement toward LSA YD
549324 “Other urits conta.nued to conduct small wnit operations in areas |
of" responsibilityes _ T
AN
22 May 1966 1st Br, Lth Mar contimnad to displace toward the LSA  \
YD 5&9‘12’6"“1736}1, CG, 3d Mar Div arrived hegtfl CP by helo, was joined by \
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Regimental Commander and toured 4th ifarine Units and installations,
and denarted 16154. 411 units continued to conduct swall unit
onerations in areas of responsibility. ’

19. 23 May 1966. 17335H, Frag O 12-66 directed Co 3, 1st Bn, 4th
viar to displace to PHU 5.I Combat Base, upon arrival report OPCON

2d Bn, 1lst ar. 1315 all units 1lst 3n, 4th Mar closed on LSA.

1st 3n, 4th iar anc 2d Bn, lst ifar, commenced preparation to exchange
areas of responsibility and/or operations. All units eontinued to
conduct small unit operations in areas of responsibility. '

20, 24 iay 1966. 0900H, a representative from G2 HQEC and the €0,
MWRSPTon arrived at this CP, were briefed and escorted on an orientation’
tour of the T.O2, and departed 1315H. All units continued to conduct
small unit operations in areas of responsibility. '

21. 25 May 1966. 1330H, lst Bn, 4th ifar assumed OPCOJ Co E,.2d Bn,
ist iar at YU 549326, 15004, Co A, lst 3n, 4th Mar departed CO ZI~
THAWH Ti.i via vehicle, arrived PHU BAX Combat 3ase at 1615H, and
chopoed to OPCOY 2d Bn, 1st Mar. Units c ntinued to counduct spall
unit onerations in areas of responsibility. B :

22, 25 Moy 1966. OSOOH, 2d Bn, 1st Mar (forward) departed via vehicle

to CO I Tiill T-N, ‘arriwed 09307, YD 549326, 111i5H, 23" 3h, 1lst Mar

assumed responsibility of CO I TIANH T.i7 area of operation. At the - ’; ‘

same time 1lst Dn, 4th Mar assumed responsibility for defense of the -
Vital Area and assigned sector of T.OR. 1255, remainder of 1lst Bn,
Lth Mar devarted and arrived THU B.I Combat Base at 135>, this '
concluded Aisplacement of hoth units. All other units conducted small
unit owerations in areas of responsibility,

23. 27 Yay 1956. Wo significant events transpirasdgunits continued-
to conduct szall unit onerations in their areas of res;onsibilivy.

2, 28 May 1966. 3d IarDiv i'sg 281920Z directed this Hezdquarters
to nlace one Company on four hour alert status and be prepared, on
order, to wove this unit to HUE FHU 2:I iirficld for movement by
air to DUAG IS YD 254597.  4th dar Msg 282330Z directed-3d 3Bn, in
lar t» orovide the Company. Co I, 3d Bn, 4th Mar was designated.
Upon arrival would chop OPCON to 2d 3n, #th Mar, currently locate
in DALLG prevaring to displace to DOHG i, ) _ ~

25, 29 .iay 1955. 1000H, Pl:toom, Co G, 2d Bn, 1lst Mar, observed
two VC movine ot YD 525263. While §n physical pursuit of the VC
this unit uns taken under heavy small arms fire by an estimated VC
platoon at Y 525253. Small arms fire returndd imnedietely and VC .
withdrew touard XU.3 LOC YD 528265, where the VC, agalii, commenced
delivery of small arms fire at the platoon, from firing positions in

Iv-l Enclosure (1)
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trces and fighting holes. Co E, 2d Bn, 1lst Mar, enroute teo reinforce
the plotoon from Jo G, received intense and accurate small arms fire
fron 2-3 snipers locatcd at YD 526273, Fire was returned irmmediately.
Search of ZUAN LOGC YD 525270 and DJ5H O ID 522265 reveald arsa to he '
fortified ond intensely booby tranped. During the search the units
received four rounds incoming mortar fire. Small arms fire was 2gain '
exchanged ~rith urknom number VC. Results of encqunier were, friendly
21 XI., 10 WI., cazmy 1€ VG KIA confirmed,8 KIA possible,and 10 WIA
possinle. The ianlet of DON 0 YD 522265 was destroyed by artillery,
tanks and air during the afternoon 29 May 1966, and TPQ-10 later on
that evening., 3d Zar Div Frag O 397-66 promulgated the mission for 24
Bn, 4th tar, and code named their Operation Reno. It designated CO,
Ltk “ar Control Headcuarters and directed movement of units from '
5.4 ond PAU BAI to DONG Hi. During this date, CG 1st Mid, CG, 3d ...
Mor Div, -and the Assistant Division Comrinder visited this CP, All
anits ¢ wduct o o 11l unit operesti.ne wn ar<as _f responsibility.

26, 30 May 1966. O845H, with t:e arrival of advance party, 4th
liarines assumce JUCCH 248 Br, 4th Mar, located at DOHG 1. YD 24360C,
By 1040H, Commend Group 23 2:, Lth liar with Companies G and F had
arrived at DOSG Ti. 1440d4,’ 3try H, 3d Bn, 12th Mar hed also arrived
at DO..G fL.. 1000H,4th iiarines conducted Memorial Day cerenonies at .
HMM-163 helicopter pad. All units in the Vital .rea were represented :
and Colors were massed for the occasion., Commancing General, 32 Mar
Div dslive ed the Hemorial Day message. Imucdiately thereafter the,
Comnanding General visited the 2d 3n, 1st Har CP at CO 53I TiHAW TAN,
and returned to this CP -y 1245H. All other units conducted small
unit overations in their areas of responsibility. ‘

27. 731 May 1956, 06004, 3d Bn, 12th Iar assumed OPCOY 107mm Btry,

3d 3n, l2ta llar. 13554, Command Group and elements &S Company 1st

Bn, 1lst Mar departed via fixed wing 2% reraft from the HUE PdU 3.1

Airficld to DiilG. OPCO of 1st Bn, 1lst iiar was passed to 9tb iar

at 15151, At 1430H, Company E, and remaining elements H and 3 Company.

departed from the Combat Base to DANANG via “Rough ider” (SOUTH). '

15101, 2d Tn, 4th Yar reg-inel CPCY of Co I, 3d bn, 4th Mar. 411
othcr units conducted small unit operations in their area$s of
esponsibility. ‘

1v-5 Enclosure (1)
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1. Training conducted during the reporting period, for the most
part, consisted of on the job training. A total of 535 Marines
vtilized the range facilities of the DONG Di National Tralning
Center. - Training conducted included the following:

. . )
a. Faasiliarization firing with T/O weapons; M.liy's, M-60's,
M-79's, U. S. Pistol's Cal. .45, Cal. .50 .achine Guns

b, Familiarization firing with 1472 LAAW

c. Demonstration and procedures for the proper handling and
using hand grenades and hand-held pyrotechnics.

d. Pistol combat course.

e. Field firing, M-60's, lecture, demonstration and anplication,

f. Techniques of defensive and offensive fifes.

. VC t:ctics, individual protection, fire control and land
:ation. eference material, Lessons Learned.

navil;

S

G

2. 1st Radio 3attalion, conducted four hours Commnication Security
School, for Headquarters Company, 2d Bn, 1lst ifar and 3d Bn, 4th Mar

personnel,
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1-31 May 1966
Section V
LOGISTICS
I. Sy of Lozisties Opervdbionse

1. [ Supply Gonforence was held at FISU #2 by 3@ Marinc Divieion Supply
Off:cer on 9 ilay 1666. 411 Supply Officers and Supply Shiefs were raguested
to attond thc contercnce. The following topics were discussed: Quarterly
Recorailintion of Obligations and supply support of attached units.

2. CG 2d MarDiv msg 0612442 ¥ay 66 requested Headquarters, 4th Marincs
to screnn 21l priority 02 rcquisitions submitted by 3d Marine Division units
in Phu bai and make sure that the dahs on HAWNC 708..SD is accurate and com-
pletc,

3. CO, 4th liarines 1tr 4:JH:cwb over 5213/3 dtd 18 May 1966 subrdtted
Logistics Surriary Report #19 to CG 3& MarDiv fox the period ending 17 May
1966, Significant portions included:

as 4 shortage of sparc parts for commnications equipment still
exists in 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines. The lst Battalion, 4th Marines have
a significant shortage of spare parts for their galley cguipnent.

. Shortazss still exist in individual equipment. TItens of perti-
cular concern are .45 celiber magazines pouches, entrenching tool covers,
pnevnatic nattresses, tent poles, holsters and canteen covers.

Le CG 33 VarDiv msg 0609052 May 66 dirccted that trucks MR74/MR74A1
will not be utilized in rcar arcas. The following instructions were issued
to all Marinc units in thc Phu Bai area: "Subject Vehicles are to be used
within the Pm Bai perinctor only for resupply runs between battalion CP's
and companics forward. Outside the perimeter, use will be determined by
unit cormanders, howecver long hauls and hard surface roads are to be avolded."

5¢ GG 3d HarDiv Spdltr CSW:i:feg over 10370/1 of 23 May 66 informed the
3d Marinc Division units of the acute shortage of concertina in country.
Present stocks cre exhsustede Units are requested to utilize barbed wire
in Jlicu of concertinae.

6, I Supply Conference was held on 24 May 1966 at FLSU #2 by 3d Marine
Division an? 3d Force Service Regiment Supply Officers. Battalions and sup-
porting units Supply Officers and/or Supply Chiefs attended the conferencé.
Quarterly obligation listings were issued to each unit for reconciliatione
The now syston for reporting Gontrol items (Controlled Items Reports) was
discussed,

V-1l Enclosure (1)
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II. Status of Centcmment Constmmstiom,

There have baen 11/ sin roof imts conpleted in the cantonnent progren.
Hoadquarters and Hoadquarters Gompaay, 4ih :iiriies moved into the now hute.
on 29 May 1966, The corrmmnication burker was also completed and in operation
on 29 i.y 66. The COC Bunker is still undcer construction. Threc 16! x 32!
showers arc under construction for this cantonment.

I1I. Off Locding of Material at Hue Rarp and Col Co Causowaye

Huc Rarp was evacuated on 17 May 1966 duc to the local political sit-
nation. /11 subscquent unloading during the month was at thc Tol Co Causeway.

V-2 Fnclosure (1)
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SECTION VI

COMMUNI CATION-ELECTRONICS

l. STATUS OF COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: The fellewing numbers and types ef
communication equipment are presently being put te actual use by this head-
quarters:

Radie set AN/PRC-25 7 Radie relay set AN/TRC-27 b
Radio set AN/PRC-41 2 Radio relay set AN/MRC-62 S
Radio set AN/RC-L47 5 Telephone EE-8 56
Radiocentral AN/TSC-15 2 Telephone TA-312 19
Radio set AN/MRC-83 1 Switchhoard SB-22 9
Teletype Machine AN/TCC-1hL 3 Teletype Reperferater AN/GGC-3 3

2. DESCRIPTION AND AMOUNT OF COMMUNICATION GEAR INOPERATIVE OR UNSERVICEABLE:
See enclosure (1l).”

3. SECURITY VIOLATIONS: One violation was reported by 1st Radio-Qet.

L. AMOUNT OF MESSAGE TRAFFIC SENT AND RECEIVED: Incoming 14723 outgoing
576; total 2048,

5. OVERAGES AND SHORTAGES OF PERSONNEL: See enclosure (2).

6. OPERATIONAL TRAINING CONDUCTED: A contact instructien team from LFTU,
Coronado, California, provided instruction on water and weather proofing of
electronic equipment on 17 May. Twenty two operators and tfchnicians from
this headquarters and from subordinate units attended the four hour instruction.
On the 18th of May a representative of lst Radio Bn provided one hour of
instruction on Radie transmission security. The lecture was given twice; a
total of about 110 persons (radio operators, nco's, and officers ) attended
these sessions.

7+ PROBLEIMS ENCOUNTERED: No unusal problems encountered.

8. REGIMENTAL PHONE BOOK: See enclosure (3).
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CVEIR"CES "D SHCORTAGES OF PERSOMNEL

S e OVER SHORT
§ 2531 11 2
2532 2 9
2533 17~ 7
2539 1 T
2541 7 1
2543 5 1
2831 7 1
2851 g A
2822 2 1
2862 1 1
3051 1 1
2847 o 1
% ENCLOSURE 2
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PHONE NUMBERS

CHECK POINTS
CEDER BIRD 1

CEDER BIRD 11~

CALL
LANDSHARK CHARLIE
AFTERGLOW BAILEY

TINGE
IMPRESS | VE

- BENDIX

S8CEAR MAT
CEDER BIRD
SHOVE

PERF ORMANCE

PHU BAl

HUE

EARREL HOUSE
PORT A BELLO
BEAR MAT

BENDIX FORWARD

DECLASSIFIED

SUBSCR |} BE

DISMOUNT, #1 AND #2

2ND BN, 1ST MAR PERSONNEL
OFFICE

2ND BN, 1ST MAR COMMUN-
ICATION CENTER

SWITCHING CENTRALS

SUBSCRIBER

DIRECT AIR SUPPORT
CORDINATION

. RECIMENTAL FSCC-14
(AIR)

22§ARTILLERY) .

26 (NAVAL GUNFIRE)
3RD BN, 12TH MARINES
1ST BN, 4TH MARINES
2ND BN, 4TH MARINES
3RD BN, 4TH MARINES
2ND BN, 1ST MARINES
HQ BN, 3RD MAR DIV
FORCE LOGISTICAL

“SUPPORT UNIT

8TH RADIO RESEARCH ..
UNIT (ARMY)

MACV

HMM-161

MCB-7

-, 3RD BN, 4TH MARINES
FORWARD
2ND BN, 4TH MARINES
FORWARD

'« PLEASE "RING OFF" UPON COMPLETION OF YOUR CALL.

2. CALL AFTERGLOW 31 OR 131 TO REPORT ANY AND ALL TELEPHONE

TROUBLES.,

DTD 2 JUNE 1966
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SECTION VII

FIRE SUPPCRT COORDINATION AND NAVAL GUNFIRE

1. Significant Events and New: Developments.

a. The Lth Harines FSCC continued to coordinate the fires of supporting
arms within the PHU BAT TiOR, and assigned Reconmaissance Zones. The 3a -
Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein) remains in direct support of the hth Marines,
with a secondary mission of reinforcing the fires of the 12th Artillery
Battalion, lst Infantry Division, ARVN. "

b. During the period 5-7 May 1966, the Lth Marines conducted Operation
CHEROKEE, follewed by Operation WAYWE during the period 10-12 May. These
operations have bzen the subject of separate reportise On 10-11 May, naval
gunfire support was utilized in the TROUI Area during Operation WAYNE.

2+« Problem Arease None «

3 Number of Missions Fired in Support of the lLith Marines and 12th Artillery
Battaiion (AHVN) e

s. 3d Battalion, 12th Marines - 4,758
b, Naval Gunfire Units - 26

L. Troes of Missions.

a. Artiller~ Unobserved Missions.

(1) Preparation Fires - 77
(2) Harrassment and Interdictions - 2,946
(3) Fires™®or Effect - L1

be Artillery Observed Missions.

(1) Targets of Opportunity - 1,660
(2) Registrations - 20
(3) Defensive Concentrations - 1k

ce Naval Cunfire Observed Missions

(1) Targets of Cpportunity - 26

5. Total Number of Rounds Fired, by Calibere

ae Artiller_y_

ViIi-1 Enclosure (1)
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(1) 105mm Howitzer - 11,221
(2) 107mm Howtar - 1,386
(3) 155m Howitzer - 1, 676 ‘:.:,.,

b. Naval Gunfire
(1) 8 ‘inch/S5 - 171

6. Surveillance of liissions., Positive surveillance of missions éontinueé o
to be difficult due to thé type terrain in the area of operations. The .
target coverage for all observed missions was reported as good to excellent.

Far those missions where accurate surveillance was obtainable, the following .
results were reported. ,

a, Artillery Missions

(1) K4 (confirmed) - 18

§2) KIA (vossible) - 8

3) WIA {confirmed) - 11 T
(L) Structures/Installations destroyed,

(a) Huts - 6 ‘
(b} Building (stone) - 1

b. Yaval Guafire Missions

(1) Structures/Installations destroyed.
(a) Viet Cong Indoctrin-tior Cup ~1
(b) Fortified base camp - 1
(c) Herbor Site -1

7. Shell, Bomb and Mortar Report, None

, Encloéuré (1)
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ATR SUPPORT AND DEFENSE

l. Air Support Reqﬁrements.‘ For the period 1-31 May 1966, the air

support requircmruts of the Lth Marines were considerably greater than
This i~crease was dvus to the two major operations,
CHEROKEE and WAYNE. However, because of the concept faf employment of

for previous months.

air support. during these operations, these requirements are not re-
flected solely in a summation of the sorties flown. .
volved the use of standby alert aircraft rather than on station alert
aircraft thereby conserving operational hours, yet maintaining a

capability of meeting any foreseeable threat.
mated that this concept saved 48 operational hours o

This concept in-~

Overall, it is esti- o
f fixed wing close

air support sorties since this number of hours would normally have
been flown prior to reverting to standby alert aircraft instead of n
station aircrafts A summation of sorties requested follows,

3.

b.

Cs

Helicopter Reqxiranents

Sorties
Units Tactical ResuE—BE MedEvacs
1stBn, lst Mar h 56 16
2ndBn, 1lst Mar 99 87 i
1stBn, 4th Mar 9 - 37 30
2ndBn, Lth Mar 0 0 0
(30 May - 31 May)

3rdBn, Lth Mar 46 ) 16 32
Recon Units . ' 177 18 10
Lith Mar L 101 6

TOTAL  3L9 315 108

Total Helicopter Sorties Requestedeess.772

Fixed Wing Transport

Units Sorties
1stBn, 1st Mar 6
2ndBn, lLth Mar L
Lth Mar _6
TOTAL 16

Air Strikes (CAS, TPQ, Ete.)

Type of Control Sorties
TAC(A) 8
FAC 0
TPQ1O 1796
TOTAL 1804
VIII-1
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2.4 Air Support Provid:ds The Air Support needs of the Regiment were -,
fulfiilec %o an outstz:rcing depras. 100% of the helicopter requests i
were fulfilled, Iik:zwise, 106*,4 ~ T tke’ Pixed wing tra.nspov-* requests
wers fulfilled, Jlthough only 3777 of the rejussted ali Strikes were
flown,.-this is noi cornzidered to be a’representative filgure of the
support received. Beczuse of the cxtensive operations of the Regl.meut,

.. the Regiment has almost unlimited targeting potential for TPQ 10 con~ -

. te2lled strikes, Acccrdingly, all polentisl targets are prosrarmed
each day, and as the situation developes priorities are assigned to
injividval tarzeis later ir the2 day. The end result is that *hose
tacgets kit at tne end oi thw day cre delcied and those rvoh hit are
addzd to the next day's target lxstlng i? they remain valid, The
requasted figure of 18CL roepresemts much duplication. aActually, it - ;
is estimated thay apprcsimate 1y 114 of the actual targets requested /
were hit since roughly 50% of all generated targets reques 2d for any:

day were hi i, . . . . ‘

3. Ta.rpet Inalysis. Targeting within the Lth Marines erea Tamained ailith
Marine furcisn. HUE COC advised as to potential targets within that | -
area. DBecause of the political unrest, HUE COC was not able tc clear

all targets outside of the USMC areas of responsibility. Accordingly,
UM generated targets were confined mostly to USMC. arcese.. During the
various operations wrich occurred during the month, ‘the battalions
requested strikes which were in support of their operations. Approxi-
mately 50% of 211 targets generated were in th:l.s category.

L. Problens and Solutions. The only major problem encountered during \
the month was that of clearing individual targets for air strikes if ‘
they were outside the USMC areas., This was caused by:the confusion
which resulted from the political situations at DANANG and HUE. . - . -
Basically, this was overcome by targeting mostly within. thé US(C ,
controlled opcrating c.'e2s. However, when important targets appeared

outside those arecas continued attempis to gain clearance from either .
DANAIIG or IUE often proved successful. .

VIII-2 Enciosure (1)
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MEDICAL & DENTAIL AFFAIRS
T-31 MAY 1505

1, The average nurber of patients seen during this reporting
period was {7). The mumber of referrals to A Medical Company
was (1:3). There were (3) cases of malaria hospitalized within
this reporting period. Gastrointestinal distress, accompanied
with diarrhea (}16), was the major cemplaint, There were only
(6) cases of emergencies; consisting of lacerations, abrgsions,
contusions, minor burns and sprainz Rouline immuni.zations (270)
were administered during this reporting periode

SECRET
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HEADOUARTERS OMPANY, 4TH MARINES (-) (RELN)

1. Personnel., The chargeable strength as of 31 May 1966 vas

UsMC UN
oGF L oFT L TOTAL
23 293 p) > 322

11 Enlisted Marines rotated to CONUS, while 4 Officers and 92 Enlisted
Merines joined during lgy. There were 2 reenlistments. The Sniper
Platoon was orgamzed and trained during May. Twenty Officers and
ninety ™nlisted Marines participated in %)era,tions nCtherokee", and
gy ne' from SKay 66 to Tiky& and 10May66 to 12May€6, respectively.

2. Suprly. CF 472 requisitions submitted to FLSU #2, 137 were filled

during the month for a completion rate of 2%, The most immediate

supply problem is the lack of adequate warehousing. ' Lo
T P R

3, Mtor Tczusport, The Compary vehicles traveled £6,056 miles. When
he joined on 6lMey66, Cipt NOYES, the new Oompany MP Officer also assume
e duties as Ass't Division MT Officer and Regimental MF Officer. Two
M-35's were deadlined at the end of the month.

4. Training, vhile heavy requirements for convoy wghotguns™ and work-
ing parties held down training time, nevertheless, OJT continuedj

A hours lecture and applicatlon on the M60 and Squad and ..
Fireteam Formations were held by the Security Platoon; and a 4 hour field
firing course given on 23, 24 and 25 May enabled 165 Hq® Merines to
zero their M4's or fam-fire their pistols on a combat pistol course, see
the M2 fired, receive handling of the M26 hanigrenade and ML27Al flare,
and conduct g live fire defense and 250 yard assault. The training was
badly ne«ded and provided a 'first" opportunity to train together after
the recent large turnover in persomel. A one-week Sniper School was
conducted by the Division Sniper School instructors from 3 to 17 May for
selected Marines. The Memorial Day Ceremony provided gn opportunity for
two hour's training in Drill and Ceremonies for 110 officers and enlisted
Merines. On fOperation Cherokee®, the Security Platoon, corducted one
squad and two fireteam patrols and two squed squad~gized night ambushes
without contact with the VC.

5. Opergtions, Operations “Gerokee" from 5 tp.7 May.and 'Wayne" from
10 to 12 May r-ovided the only orportunity for Fq( persornel (except the

Snipers) to partidpate in combat. The Regimental Ommand Fost (Forward)
consisted of about 20 officers and ninety enlisted Marines in eadh casee.

T ot - X=} " CONFIDENTIAL
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During the two short operations, the Forward CP was displaced and reg-
imental operationg were conducted without significant enemy contact.
After completing Sniper School, snipers accounted for 5 VC WIA

(Possible) during the month. On 29 May, HqCo moved into its new CP,
consisting of wooden huts, :

6. Problem arcas. The recurring Vietnamese political crisis at the end
of the month caused a curt.ilment of resupply operations, affecting all
classes of supply as well as communications. The slight drop in morale "
due to diminished "A" rations, confusion in understanding the Vietnsmese
during the recent "rebellion" by I Yorps ARVN troops, and the onslaught

of even hotter, dustier veather wes cancelled by the move into new offices

and billeting areas, which was eageriy awaited since the move from
Chu Lai,

s

e . CONFZDENTIAL
X2
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c AT ¢IC ,
1. Civi] Affaixs
s Jignificant Activities
(1) operstien Cherekee. During the peried 5-7 May, the 4tk Marines

participated in "Operatien Cherekee” in Pheng Diem BPistrict. Duxing this
three (3) day peried annmttoly 1,035 edvilians were sent te Distriet
for relecatien. NEDCAP tesms frem Neadquarters s dth Narines smd
*D* MED treated 310 Vietnamese during this three (3) qu poried. 900 dars
of geap were ismmed out and a clean-upy peried was held en the leecal ehild-
Yem. After this was deme, 55 Ibs. of elothing and 20 pairs of shees were
distrivuted. Appreximately 30 tens of rice was captured sad delivered o
Distriot Neadquarters. The bulk ef the rive will be used te foed the ref-
ngees. 25 1bs. of candy was alee distributed.

(2) Oporatien Atheng, While en "Speration Athems® the 2ud Plateem,
%" Cempany, 3rd Battalien, 4th Marines was presented vith a Vietnmmese
Flag in ceremenies en 21 May 1966. A jeint hemer guard of NMarines and Pey-
wlar Ferces raised the flag at the Iec in Village Chief's office. This is
the first time in several ysars this village has felt it had adegmate pre-.
testion to fly their flag. Daring this seme eperatiem the villagers have
presented gifts of bananas en twe (2) eccasiems te "M” Company, 32d Battal-
ien, #th Marines. The village couneil alse drafted a letter addressed o
the Conmpany Commander of 'M" Company, thanking them for their pretestiem
and agsistanes in preventing the Viet Ceng frem takimg their rice and ep-

pressing the peeple,

(3) Mediocal Assigtance, Alse during the memth of May the Medical tesms
throughout the TAOR kept dusy, the felleving is the mmber of porseas tmt-
eod during 1- 3 May 1966:

(a} Nedical Ty 203
(») Bvacuating——mence=-=21

This can be atirituted te the ceeperation and ceerdinatiom of
units in this area, giving a helping hand.

b. Materials Digtrivuted, During the peried 1-31 May 1966 the fellewing
materials were distriduted:

1) Scheel Xits- 95

22 Seving Xite- &S

3) Material Kits- 25

z‘& Carpenter Kitseee—accnaax-1§

5) Clething- 140 1bs.
(6) Blankets-~ 20

(7) Sesp -8, 200

(8) Rioce- 1,840 1bs.

XI-1
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ce Special Civic Actien Prejects,

(1) The special civic actien prejects we are new invelved in are the
teaching and training ef the Eue Medical students in the field of Dem~
tistry, they acoempany the deoters ef the "A" Cempany, Dental Nedical
detachment te the lecal erphanages and te "A" itself. They participate
snd receive instruotiens in an en the job type training sitmatien: This is

received very well and highly successful,

(2) Anether preject we have beceme invelved with is the assistance in
the censtructien of nine (9) new classreems within eur TAOR, The wuilding
mpplies will be dendted by the nited States, and the Vietnmmese will ocen-
stract the scheels themselves with supervigien and technieal assistamee pre-~
vided by VSMC, These classreems are schednled fer cempletien befere the next

scheel semester starts in ingast.

d. t tg of CGi y ¢ Bven with the pelitical sit-
uatien being as it is in lne, the lecal pepulace seems litile sffected. They
maintain a ceeperative and friendly feeling teward Marines, they assist wus in
Prejects, effer us gifts of feed etc,, greet us wvarmly and are sineerely
thankful for what we have dene. This can be atiributed te the effexrt gpat forth

by the Civil Affairs units in this area.

2, Pﬁchelo%col Warfare. On 2 May 1966 in conjunction with Operation
H e fo syWar activities were carried out. Two CHIED
HOI tapes were Wfgadcast from U=l0 aircraft. Several thousand leaflets
were dropped, the theme, of which, was to encourage the support of the
people for the combined force of the US and ARVN, Safe-conduct passes
were also dropped;the serial numbers of same were recorded. During
Operation WAYNE 10 May a similar program was cerried out ;8g&in CHIEU
HOI tapes were broadcast and safe-conduct passes drepped. Between
15 May and 20 May leaflets were provided to 3d Bn, hth Marines to be
distributed within the villages in the TROUI Operating Area. The
leaflets were of the type which offers a reward to villagers who repoert
the location of mines to Marines. On 16 May acting on & request from
1st Bn, Lth Marines operating in the CO EI THANH TAN ares’drop of
100,000 leaflets was made in an atSempt to capitalise on the conditions
which resulted in five VC rallies from that area. On 2} May in conjunction
with the suspected location of the 802 Bn, amother leaflet drep was
ltl;devgollowing an air strike to encourage defection amoung the ranks of
e .

XI-2 SR
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~3TON X

EE(CIARTI®S OMPANY, 4TH MARILES (-) (REIN)

l. Persomnel

[d
e et St ottt e

The chargeable strength as of 31 May 1966 was

TU3MC UsN
OFF  EiL OFF ENL IOTAL
23 23 3 3 322

11 BEnlisted Marines rotated to (ONUS, while 4 Officers and 92 BEnli sted
Marines joined during May. There were 2 reenlistments. The Sniper
Flatoon was organmzed and trained during May. Twenty Officers and
ninety Enlisted Marines participated in %aerations ttherokee", amd
sygyne" from 5May65 to TMay66 and 10May66 to 12May€§, respectively.

2. Swply. Of 472 requisitions submitted to FLSU #2, 137 were filled
during the month for a completion rate of D% The most immediate
suoply problem is the lack of adequate warehousing. .

- . - 2 --“’i . . f . - - -

ps e . Yo

’

3, Mtor Transport, The Compary vehicles traveled £6,056 miles. hen
he joined on 6May 66, Capt MOYES, the new Oompany MI Officer also assum-
od duties as Ass't Division MT Officer and Regimental M Officer. Two
M-25's were deadlined at the end of the month.

4. Training, t‘hile heavy requirements for convoy nghotguns" and work-
ing parties hell down trai. "7 time, nevertheless, OJT continue®}

4 hours lechure and applicaiion on the %0 and Squad and ..
Fircteam Formziions were held by the Security Platoon; and a 4 hour field
firing course given on 23, 24 and 25 May enabled 165 Hq® Marines to
zero their Ml4is or fam-fire their pistols on a combat pistol course, see
the M/2 fired, receive handling of the M26 handgrenade and ML.27al flare,
and oonduct a live fire defense and 250 yard assaulte The training was
badly needel and provided a "first" opportunity to train together after
the recent large turnover in persomel. A one-week Sniper School was
conducted by the Division Sniper School instructors from 3 to 17 May for
selected Marines. The Memorial Day Ceremony provided an opportunity for
two hour's treinming in Drill and Ceremonies for 110 officers and enlisted
Marines. On "Operagtion (herokee", the Security Platoon, conducted one
squad and two fireteam patrols and two squad squed-sized night sibushes
without contact with the VG

5. Operations. Operations “(erokee" from 5 9.7 May.and "Wayne" from
10 to 1p May provided the only opportunity for Hgq® personnel (except the

Snipers) to partidpate in combat. The Regimental Commend Post (Forward)
consisted of about 20 officers and ninety enlisted Marines in each case.

" gl - Xe} ONFIDENTIAL
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During the two short operations, the Forward CP was displaced sznd reg-
imental operationg were conducteéd without significant enemy contact.
After completing Sniper School, snipers accounted for 5 VC WIA

(Possible) during the month. On 29 iay, HqCo moved into its new CP,
consisting of wooden huts,

6. Problem arcas., The recurring Vietnamese political crisis at the end
of the month caused a curtailment of resupply operations, affecting all
classes of supply as well as communications. The slight drop in morale
due to diminished "A" rations, confusion in understanding the Vietnamese
during the recent "rebellion" by I Yorps ARVN troops, and the onslaught
of even hotter, dustier weather wus cancelled by the move into new offices

and billeting areas, which was eagerly awaited since the move from
Chu Lai. )

|
o
- :

X-2 SR

e e

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

x e e - T B . - -71
T W s o, W gm0

e

- lith Marines (-) (Rein), 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
T FPO, San Francisco, 96602

R R

From: Commanding Officer L 21:6 Q“ EOAT
- Tos Cammanding General, Third Marine Division - 1
: . . . v DIy - .
_ Subj: Combat Qperations After Action Report . - T I
% & ) ‘ _— . - O - R --—cm .
ég ol /(1) Air Support L T N\
—,J( 2) After Action Report 3/12 : 3
. (3) Naval Gunfire Support : o o X
_ Gk AL) Concept of Operation Overlay N 3
\k/ ¥(5) Operation Overlay D-Day : .. Voo
j \é}l 6) Operation Overlay D+ ‘ : \ .3
] éy .(7) After Action Report 1/1 g . ‘ . N\
| {8) after action Report 3/4 ' - : v
: 4(9) After Action Report Co G, 2/1 ‘ o SN
‘ . A
1. COE Nmeq ‘I{LQEQ . o ' L. o . R \
2. Dates of Operation, 101000H to BI‘ZRWH, May 1966. . '
3. Location, THUA THIEN Province, within the ‘subsestors of NAM HOA and
3 PHU the area generally bounded oy Route 14 firam YD 933070 to. YC - .

f ‘ 900965 East to SONG TROUI at YD 990965, North along the SONG TROUT -to
: TD 961040 and West to Route 14 at YD 933070. T

-

k. Control or Command Headquarters
hth Marines (~) (Rein)
lst Bn (~), 13t Mar

# 5

‘

© Col D.W. SHERMAN

ItCol V.D, BEIL

Co G, 24 Bn, 1lst Mar
3d Bn (-), Lth Mar
3d Bn (=), 12th Mar
' Co B, 3d Engr Bn
5. Task Organiz.ation

LthMarines () (Rein) = ¢
. HqCo, Lth Mar I
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LtCol S.A. VALE N
LtCol L.L. PAGE -
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1st Bn (=), lst Mar

Co A, 1lst Bn, lst Mar
Co B, 1st Bn, lst Mar
Co G, 1lst Bn, lst Mar

Co G,2d Bn, 1lst Map

3d Bn, (=), Lth Mar

Go I, 3d Bn, lth Mar

Co K, 3d Bn, Lth Mar

Co L, 3d Bn, L4th Mar

Go M, 3d Bn, Lth Mar
3d Bn, 12th Mar

Hq Btry, 3d Bn, 12th Mar
Btry H, 3d Bn, 12th Mar
Btry I, 3d Bn, 12th Mar
Btry M, 3d Bn, 12th Mar

6. Supporting Forces

a. Units
(1) usme
(a) 1st Marine Airceaft Wing
(b) Co B (~) 3d Engr Bn
(e) FLSU #2
(2) U. S. Army - 220th Aviation Company
(3) Naval Gunfire ~ USS Canberra (CA-2)

3y on

. LtCo} V.D. BELL

‘Capt R.E. LAVAN

LtCol S.A. VALE

S
LtCol L.L. PAGE

be Detailed discussion of the requirements and support provided are

found in the following:

F -2
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() Aviation unite: see enclosure (1).
(2) Artilicry support:see enclosure (2). o
(3) Naval Gunfire Support:see enclosure (3). A }
c. The Engineer Company provided mine'detectmg and dmolition ‘support.
7. INTELLIGENCE -

-84: Enemy situation in the area of opei-ations prior to the cammencement

" of operation.

(1) FPnemy disposition and strength.

» (a) Interrogaticns of a VC district official indicated that
the 80Lth VG En with an estimated strength of LOO men was operating in the

‘objective area, This Bn was believed to be armed with 81 and 6Omm mortars,

K~4h and K~50 assault rifles, and B-)0 rocket launchers.

. '(b) The VC district official further stated that the 8ohth
Bn was being supported by a provincial foarce known as Group 1, This unit
of 100-120 men and armed with K-Llj and sub machine guns was also located in
the area of operations

(2) Mission

(a) The miasion of the 804th is a series of attacks broken
into two time frames, :

1. During 30 April - 10 May the Bn had the mission to

attack tie area from CAU HAI (2D 203009) to THUA LUU (ZD 098007).

2+ During the period 10 May - 30 May 4t intends to attack
the aream between TROUI and the PHU Bil Bridgee ‘ ' .

(b) The mission of Group 1 is to support the 80Lth by collecting
xfice and participating in the 10 May -~ 30 May attacks.

be Enemy activity during operation.

(1) Enemy activity throughout the operation was very light with all
enemy contacts occurring in the lst Bn, 1lst Marines sector of the operation
area. Engagements took place with several groups of VC none of which was
larger then 5 mene. Several enemy camps were discovered containing permanent
buildings. : ST

(2] ZInemy losses were as follows:
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§a) 5 XIA

b) 3 WIA ,

(¢) 11 captured weapons
(d) A4ssorted documents
(e) Small arms ammunition

ce Description of the area of operations

(1) feneral Description, The area of operations is bounded on the.
Wost by National Route 1, on the South by the mountains along grid line 98,
on the Bost by the TROUI River and on the North by grid line 06, The &rea
cunsists ol a series of ridge lines and stream filled draws rumming from
East to West. The Scuthern half of the area is covered by jungle canopy and -
the Northern hzlf by s2iub brush.

(2) fCovar wnd Gencealmant o The ridge line system provides good cdver,'
throughcut thi €.tice operaiicn area. In the Southern half good conceal-
ment is provided bty *the cancpre. o

(3) Obstacles , Since the direction of the operation was from South
to North, the Easi-Jest running ridges proved to be the most difficult
. obstacles. Tre *thick vegetation in the Southern sector was also a great
hinderaice to individual movement. -

(L) Critical Terrain Features .Critical terrain features in
operation area are the high points in each of the tbree principal Easte
West ridge lires.

(a) Hill 273 (YD 923995)
(v) Hill 22 (YD 929012)
(c) MUI BONG Mt. (YD 92402L) S ‘ -

(5) Observation and fields of fire Due to the ridge lines and
the thick vegatation, observation and fields of fire are poor throughout .
the area of operations. v

(6) Avenues of approach, The east boundary of the operations area,
Route 1, and the W=st boundary, the TROUI River, provided excellent North-
South avenues of approach along the edge of the objective area. East-West
avenues of appr-ach are provided by the East-West stream complex. How=
ever, movement along these streams in difficult due to the thick vegetation.

{(7) Weather, During the operzation the weather was clear anclhot
with the high temperature being the dominant weather effect. Approjiagiiply
L0 frierdly heat casuzlties were suffered. :

¢

de Intelligence conclusions

(1) Although no major enemy unit was encountered during the Operation,

! L o
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captured documents and the enemy mps indicated that the a.rea was the
combat base of a- la.rge vC u.nit. o

Bridge. . On the night of 11 May.~ 12 May this bridge was attacked along
with the PHU I10OC Distriect Headquarters. Apparently the - enany \mit based
in the Operation area made this attack. ,

c (3) "1t is therefore beheved that prior inteJJigeme was acourate
.‘'and that there was a large enemy unit in the aréa of operations. Unfortun-
ately Operation WAYNE was executed at a time when the 80L4th was condueting
offensive operations of its own and as a result was absent. from its éal‘bat
base. .

2 8e idssione Cmmencing 10 May 1966, hth Marines conduct operations to
find and. destroy reported enemy forces and inst.allat.ions in the area’ of
Operations‘ . :

9. Concqpt of Operations. At 10100011, land 1st Battalion (- ), 1st -
:Marines by helo in LZ owallow YC 908992, seize Hill 273 andiattack :
North., ' One company from 2nd Battalion, lst Marines will land. iunediatﬂ:y‘
thereafter in LZ Hawk YC 955998 to prevent enemy withdrawal to the ~.: ©
East. 3d Battzlion (=), Lth Marines will move by truck to the ILine of
Departure vicinity of East-West grid line YD 0005, and attack South at.
L-hour. (See Operation Overlay). Artillery support will consist of. ons
155mm Howitzer Battery and two 105mm Howitzer Bat.teries. Naval g\mﬂ.re
will also render support. o

10. Ececution.
ae Operation WAYNE was conceived on 7 Hay ]966 baaed on- reliabh
intelligence that the 80L4th Bn was located in tte area, On 8 May 1966,
thé Cammanding General, III MAF and.the Commanding General 3rd Marine’
Division were briefed and approvall was received to conduct the operatiai.
‘The éperation ¢ould not - be éonducted on 9 May 1966 as a result of lack
of helicopter availability and unfavorable weather - forecast.s. Plans" vere
made to conduct Operation WAYNE on 10 Ma.y 1966. : B

De D-Dag 10 M% 1?66. 1st Battalion, ].st Marines initiated the
Operat:.on i into LZ Swallow commencing at 101000H and was
completed by X012C0H. Company G,. 2nd Battalion, lst Marines was in- 124
Hawk and operational. by 1010)451{. 3rd Batta.lion, Lith Marines departed °
their rear CP by truck and arrived at the debark point at 100955, The
Battalion moved to and crossed the LOD at 101018H and was at Phase Line
dts inmitiadly feported’negative cantacte Lth'-
ns from the forward CP located at YD 927057 at

ts continued to operate 1n ‘their respective sones.
reporting that movere nt'was difficult as a result of heavy vegetation;
At 1013101, an engineer sweep team apprehended 15 VCS at YC 910050

Ko
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The VCS were taken to ITT and later were released. A security unit from
H&S Company, lst Battalion, 1st Marines encountered two VC at YC. $08900.
The action resulted in two VC KIA, and capture of one'Thompson sub- . -
machinegun with ammunition, a ChiCom 7.62 bolt action rifle with axmunition,
and two hand grenades. HMajor General KYLS arrived at Lith Marines! for-
ward CP at 101500H and departed same at 101600H. 2nd Platoon, Company

A, lst Battalion, 1st liarines received automatic weapons fire at YC =
923991 at 101630H. Marines returned fire killing 1 VC. Brigadier -
General NHUAN, CG lst ARVN Infantry Division, arrived at the Regimental
forward CP at 101645H, and degarted 101705. Marings tontinued to operate
with little centact. 1st Battalion, lst ldarines found 200 pounds of
rice, documents, several huts and a shotgun. The huts and rice were:
destroyed the (ocuments and shotgun evacuated. All units were located .
in night positions by 102300H. : .

e. D+1 1) May 1966, All units continued execution of . the operation
order. At 110755H, 3d Platoon, Company A encountered 5 VG at IC 933998, .
The VC were teken under fire resulting in 2 VC KIA, 3 WIA possible - .
and capture of weapons, packs and documentse General WALT arrivec at ’
the Lth Marines! CP at 111015H and departed 111130H. 1lst Battalion, 1lst
Marines continued to move North capturing & VC weapons, medical supplies,
smmund tion, four bangalore torpedoes, and foodstuffs. Undiis found a
barracks type building at YC 934005. CC Lth ilarines directed lst - . .
Battalion, lst larines located vicinity YD 9102 to discontinue movement .
to the liorth and concuct search and destroy operaticns West along the:
valley to Route 1L at YC 900012 at 111315K. 3d Battalion, Lth Marines
was directed to move West to Route 1lli when battalicn reached the ridge
line YD 929012 and to conduct search and destroy operations enroute to
Route 1. At 111L4OOR Company &, 2d Sattalion, lst Marines chopped to
OPCGI; 1st Batialion lst Marines. Perwdission to secure operaiions at -
121200H was received from CG 3d ifar Div (Msg 111415Z). Units contimued
to search the area of operations for the remainder of the day.

d. D+e 12 May 1966. 3d Battalion, Lth Marines at 121000H departed .
_the area G} operations and arrived at the battalion rear CP at 12104GH. ‘
Company G departed the area of operations 121235H; 2d Battalion, 1lst Marines
assumed OPCON, upon arrivel their CP. Elements of 1st Battalion, 1lst -

Marines continued to search the area of operations and found several more
‘huts and a small amcunt of rice. At 1213L5H ‘the lead truck in the convoy

enroute to retract the lst Battalion, lst Marines struck a mine resulting

in 11 USKC WIA. All were Med-Evac by helicopter. “Retiaction was camplsted

at 121800H.. ‘L4th Larines CP discontinued the operation of its fonr;\g o

CP at R1L35H and the command group arrived at the rear CP at 1215158 ..

e. The only unusual tactic used was the usé' of 1000 pound bomba. _
The bombs individually dropped Wwere an attempted substitute.for a -1
A more complete discussion will follow in the V

f. Difficulty was encountered in attemptihg  to destwoy buildings y

6 o
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and other items by purning: It is netessary to use white phosphottis

other incendiary type grenades to overcome the jungle dampness.

g. Communications with all units was generally good throughout
operation except to Company C, 2nd Battalion, lst Marines which
located in very difficult terraa.n a.nd thick vegetation during
majority of the operation.

h. There were no civil affairs activities conducted as there

were no civilians living in the area of operation.

and

11.

i. Psychological Warfare activities consisted of a leaflet drop
broadcasts from U-10 aircraft of CHIEU HOL tapes.

Results

a, Friendly Casualties

(1) o KiA
(2) 11 wia

b. Enemy Casualties

(1) 5 KIa (conf)
(2) 15 VCs
c. Friendly Equipment Losées
| (1) 1 truck c-:argo, 2% ton, 6x6, M-35, damaged at 121315H.

d. gnengr Equipment Losses

(1) Weapons

(a) 6 - ChiCom carbines K53

(b) 1 - sho—tgu.n
(6) 1 - Thcmpson submachine gun
(d) L - grenades
* ( ie.) 2 - MG barrels v7.62mm
“~

(£f) 1 - 60mm Mortar Baseplate
(2) Demolitions/Ammunition

(2) 8 pounds TNT
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(b)
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(e)
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L Bangaior'é'fgi‘ﬁevdo'es .
6 - 60mn mortar rds
150 - §0°cal rds
45 ~ 45 cal rds

200 rds S/A ammo

Fecilities Destroyed

(2)

1€ Huts

Other items captured

(2)
(b)
(e)
()
(o)
(£)

250 1bs of rice 3 '
1 pr binoculars

liedical supplies

44 - packs

Assorted Dccuments

L - canteens plus cups (US)

€. Air Cirikes. All areas in which observed air strikes were

delivered were searched by ground ‘forces., The TPQ target sirike areas
were not searched,

12. Admiristrative Matters.

which w

problem.

a, Supply.
(FLSU #2) were sufficient to support the operation,

b. Resu%b;z. All resupply was from the Logistics Support Area (LSA)
as es

The supplies on hand at Force Logistical Support Unit #2

lished in the vicinity of FISU #2. The resugply of sone

units was delayed, at their request, because they were under the canopy

of trees and the helicopters could not land. 7Tn one case "C" rations wore
thrown out of the helicopter and 5 gallon water cans were lowered by hoist
through the canopy. However, the problem of retrievin; the empty water
cans remained.
LZ2's were available. A digposable water container would eliminate this

It was necessary to carry the cans.out to an area where
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ce. Casualties. Casuglty Reporting was in accordance with Division
Order 3000.2K. AIl unitd¥ Pfovided casualty reporting personnel to man
tvo centralized casuelty reporting teams, one at Company 4, 3d Medical
Battalion and the o*her at Regimentzl Leadquarters. Flaus verc m.ude
to relocate service records ‘nto the centralized Casuulty Reportiug Center
in the cvent of rumerous casual*ies. Relocation was nct necessary. :

d. Evacuation. BEvacuation of easvalties was oy helicoptiers direct
to Compamy &, 3d Medical Battelion. :

. Teensportation, The Rezimental Headquarters, the Artililery .-attery
and 2d rattalion, “larines were transported to the objective area by
truck. The lst Sattalion, lst -Marines and Company G, 2d attalion, 1st
Marines wave iransported to the objective area by helicopters. All units -
were transporied back to PHU BAl by truck upon completion of the operatione

f. Communications. kadio relay equipment AN /TRG=2T7 was used to
prov_.de te.ephonc anc teletype commnications between the Regiment's
forvwerd Coumaid Tost and the administrative or permanent Command Post at
P 1AT. A repzater staticn vas utilized to achieve this. Conmunications
by this maans as satisfactory when the equipment was opcrating. HoW=
grer, there wis =an cxcessive amount of equipment failure, particularly
with generators Z-278 which ccatinuously provad to be unreliable.

13+ Speciel Jeciniques. The 1lst 3atialion, lst Marines experinented

with T long antenna lor the Ali/PRC-25 radio to ensure satisfaclory
commnicaticas, even under the cenopy. A field expedient antenna,
constructed of conmmunication wire, was lifted above treetop level by

a lighter %han air Hzlloon. The makeshift antemna proved to be entirely
sztisfacto.y, alihough further work is needed to reduce the weight and bulk
" of the gas-generating apparatus for the balloon. )

1. Commander’s Analysis. Documents and otker evidence found in the

area of operations indicate that the original intelligence was correot.

The fact that contact was not made appears tc be because the enemy battaliom
was conducting an operation at the tiies Our operation .did destiroy )
facilities and produce 2 large amount of valuable intelligence itamse.

1S. Recommcndaticns.

a. That a disposable 5 gallon water contciner be obtained to res&ﬁply
water in the field. Thls would do away with the problem of retrieving
anpty water canse.

b. That white phosphorus or other incendary type grenades be carried

oy units operatin in the jungle. These zrenzdes are.necessary - to _
effectively destroy buildings or other material by burning in the dump Jungle.

AW M

D. W. SHERMAL

9 ' wair
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ATR SUPPORT
, Coramst®
l. Planning Stage. The air support plamning for Operation WAYNE was
relatively easy. Sincc the units concerned had just completed Operaticn
CEEROKEE, the planning centered primarily around modifying the procedures

established during Operation CHiR KEE and by the Lth Marines Operations Order

301-66 to accomodate Operation WitNE:" The major items considered during
the planning stz e were (1) an intensive sir strike preparation cf the
operation area, (2) maintaining and using the nurmel Wing Air Control.
proccdures and facilities established at PHU BAL, and (3) establishing
logistic and wedical evacuation procedures and facilities at PHU Gal

tc support the o_eration.

2. irom the bezinning of the concept of the operation, the Lth

:arines and Wing clcments were involved in close coordination. This
proved to be moat voluable during the exccuticn. The cooperation y the
Wing given to the operaiior both during the planning and execution

" of the operation wos super™. 3oth of these attest to the Wing's abklity

to respond to large sczle opevalicns on short notice.
3. FExecution. The execution of WAYXs was as schaduled. The lack of
sizedblec enemy c:ntact limited zir operations, but those which took

place were well executed. Tiae Londing Zone preparations were delivered

by timely and accurate fire. The large scale prcparation of the operating
arec was Joth timely anc accurate, but it did not accomplish the job '
expected. Of the 9L combs whieh arrived in the :rea for drop, 5, were
effective, 10 were duds, and 30 were returned cs "hung ordnance".

A1l helicopter land.. ;s were extremely timily and well executed. After
the initial landing znd preparation, air operations were limited

to resupply-logistics and medica. evacuation type missions.

L. Icssuons Learnsde Essentially, the air support provided during

this operation was ~ modificatioin of the ¢ype used during Operation
CHEIKE&Z. This avoided the few problems encountered cduring :
CHERCKEEX., During the operation, two important lessons were learned which
should be applied to future operations. '

a., UG aireraft can n t presently simulate or duplicate ARCLIGHT
type strikes in rapid delivery, total shock effect, or total weight of
bombs dropped. The attempt tc prepare the operating area with UXC
delivered 1.00 pound bombs had limited effectiveness. There is mo
doubt but that a 1000 pound bomb can be delivered with accuracy by URC

aircraft and was i this case, but the rapid delivery and preparation simulaw-

ting or duplicating ARCLICHT strikes wos not 2 displared capability. Accor-
dingly it is recommended that future area preparation be accomplished by
large formation flights controlled by TPQ 10 or that ARCLI 3T strikes

be used. Thia command would be jinterested in testing the area pattern of
TPQ 10 formation bombing and has ample ta.gei area available for such
should the Wing desire t. przctice this for future operations.

b. Jungle oper:tions require that infantry units know and appreciate

Bnclosurs (1)
e L
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the llmltatlons whlch air support units encounée;”d:xf;ng such operations.
Bagiczlly those encountered durlnzv this Opera.tlon were as follows-

Ciwr

(1) Helicopters Opcrat:.ng over the Jungle without 1Z's are required
to "hover out of ground effect” and are limited to approximatly 25% of
their original load capacity. This requires ground units to plan their

resupply and loglstlc support around this restriction, i.e., planning on
long pericds of tire for resupply or less totzl resupply. In extreme cases,
it might require a unit to subsist for long periods without any resupply.

(2) Aerial resupply iv the jungle may be accomplished by throwing
non-breakablss over the side. A modification of this procedure might
better be usged by adapting external loads which .could be droppad while
%or - the go' o~ This would- centralize . theaimp an&&mr‘aseﬁbh ‘ ,
dehver'v. R B

(3) Jungle operations severely limit obServation., Accordinbh,
the besi coitrcl 6f #ir support is found in the air borne controller. His
greatest liritation, observation of friendly :iround units, can be overcome
by friendly units marking their units with smoke, since panels cannot be
seen tirough the eanopy. This, however, regquires units te carry more smoke
than normally would be carried on operations.

D i g e s T A T A VESR SRR

2 Enclosure (1)
. ) L
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(3) 2D REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV CP LUCATED AT DONG HA (YD ”4“692)

CONDUCTS OPERATIONS IN AREA.
2, MISSION. 4TH MAR CONDUCTS BN SIZE RECON IN FORCE OPERATION IN
DONG HA AREA COORDINATED WITH IST ARVN DIV AND EXPLOITATION

" OPERATIONS IN COORDINATION WITH- iST ARVN DIV

3. EXECUTION,
A, CONCEPT OMITTED

"B. 2D BN 4TH MAR

T

[T

~ ¢1) CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERATIONS IN AREA DEFINED BY

CIRCLE 10 KILOMETERS IN RADIUS BASED ON DONG HA (YD 245597) WITH
CMD GRP AND TWO COMPANIES.

. (2) BE PREPARED TO EXPLOIT RESULTS OF RECON OPERATIONS °
. ¢(3) COORDINATE ALL OPERATIONS WITH 1ST ARVN DIV

(4) CONDUCT ACTIVE CIVIL AFFAIRS PROGRAM

* (5) ASSUME OPCON OF 2D PLT, CO K, 3D BN, 4TH MAR
%-(8) PROVIDE SECURITY FOR US INSTALLATIONS AT DONG HA AS. NECESSARY

(7Y LOCATE H&S CO (=) AND ONE COMPANY AT YD 867160 UPON ARRIVAL

, AT HUE PHU BAI

(8) UPON ARRIVAL OF 4TH COMPANY AT HUE PHU BAI CHOP OPCON OF OMNE
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COMPANY TO THIS HQTRS AS R&GINENTAL RESERVE ,
C. 3D BN 12TH MAR

" . (1) PROVIDE ONE 195 HOW BTRY IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF CPERATION

" D. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS

- 4, ADMIN AND LOGISTICS
" Be OTHER NORMAL

Ao COMM, REF A & B

(1) EFFECTIVE ON RECEIPT

'(2) UNCLASSIFIED CODE NAME ., RENO

(3) CO, 2D BN ATH MAR COORDINATES ACTIVITIES OF ALL 3D MAR DIV
URITS IN OPERATING AREZL.,
{4) USE OF RCA AUTHORIZED

"'<5) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT REMAIN THE SAME

(6) REPORTS: SPOT REPORTS AS THEY OCCUR AND SIT REPORTS AT 0508,
1100, 1762, AND 2300, ~

(7) DIRLAUTH WITH. IST ARVN DIV

(8) ESTIMATED DURATION TWO TO THREE WEEKS

Ao+ RESUPPLY, LSA
5, COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION- ELECTRONICS
Be. COMMAND POSTe REPORT LOCATIONS
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