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HEWDQUARTERS
1st Battalion, 4th Marines (-)(Rein)
3rd Marine Divisisn (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

PR 14 866
Fromt Commanding Offieor, lst Battalion, 4th Marines (-)(Rein)

Tos Commandiny Officer, 4th Marines

Subjs Combat After Aeticn Report (Operation OREGON)

Ref: (a) RegtO 3120.3

Bnel: (1) Overlays of the operation

1, Iype of operaidon. Operation OREUON was o Battalicn (~)(Rein) seareh
and destroy operation.

2, Inclusive datgms 2008158 to 231100H March 1966, .

3. % The arca of operaticn was loeated in the Phcny Dien District,
Quang ince-~, South Vietnam, Specifically, the cperaticn was con=

ducted in the area bounded by (YD 480425), (YD 513473), (YD 620315) and
(YD 640390),

&4, W. Command Headquarters was Task Group Fox-Trot,
Colonel T. ¥, » Commanding.

5. Reporting Officer. - Ideutenant Colonel Re#. SULLIVaNylst Bn., 4th Marines.

6. Tasik Opgonization

1st Battalicn (-)(Rein), 4th Marines

H&S Company (-)(Rein)

Det 8lmm Mortar Plt . :
Dot Med P1t UNCLASSTFIED
Det Comm Plt '

Det Sa2 Sect

" Viotnamese Interpreter
Dot H&S Co, 2d Bn, lstMar

NGF Spot Team, 4th Bn, l2thMar
lst P1t (-), Co 4, let Eng Bn.

srren

Ce a

Det H&S Co (-)(Rein)
Det Comm Flt

Dot S -2 Sect

Det Xed Pt
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FO T 8lmm Mortar Plt
Vietnamese Interpreter

FaC Team

Arty FO T, 3rd Bn, l2thMar
Eng Sq lstPlt Co & lst Eng Bn

'Co_B (Rein)

Co

Det H&S Co (-)(Rein)

Det Comm F1t

Dot Se2 Sect

Dot Med Flt

FO Tm 8lmm Mortar Plt

Vietnamese Interpreter

Arty FO T, 3rd Bn, 12thMar

Eng Sq lst Plt, Co 4, 1lst Eng Bn,

So B (~)(Rein), 2nd Bo, JatMax

Co E (=)
Det H&S Co, 2d Bn, lstMar
Dot Meg Flt
Dot Comm Plt
Sect 8lmm Mcrtar Plt
Victnamese Inteppwednr
FauC Team
 arty FO Tm, 3rd Bn, 12thMar

7. 8

Fo . Elements in supporting roles directly effecting the

execution of this Battalion's mission were as followss

8¢
be
Ce
ds
Se

f.

Ea.-

h,
i.

Marine artillsry units were employed extensively during the operation. Prep
fires, on c¢all concentrations, destruction missions, H&I missions and illum-

Battery C, lst Battalion, 12th Marines

Battory Y, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines

Marine Helicopter Squadron 163 ““cLAsSIFIED
Marine Alr Groupe®ll & 12

Marine Observation Squadron 2

Destroyer, USS Re. B. ANDERSON

2216 Aviation Unit, USA

Marine Helicopter Squadron 164

Local Popular Force Units from Phong Dien District.

ination missions were utilized on a daily basis, Heavy bombardment from
Yankee Battery and the USS anderson on D.Day and the night of D-Day was
brought to bear on the target area vicinity (YD 556434),
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Fire was extromely effective and results were excellent, Helicopter
support was utilized for troop lifts, reconnalssance flights,medical
evacuation, and logistical regupply missions. Dependability and time=
liness of support rendered by helicopter units wes continpgent upon their
availability and weather conditions, Fixed wing observation aireraft from
the 2216 aviation Unit, USA, proved invaluable on more than one occasion.
The &0's were a2ble to observe vell forward ~f the advancing ground units,
observe the fleeing enemy, and on one occasion held the enemy movement

down until arrival of the marine infantry units., This method of coordinated
air/ground fix and find resulted in numerous enemy killed and captured,

8. ' Intelligonce

a. Estimate of the enemy strength, location, disposition,and situatioen o
anticipated in objective area prior to the operaticn. _ }W

19Maré6 . Estimated twc VC Companies located vic GS (YD 5841), believed tc
be elements of the 802nd Bn, lst Provisional Begt. Ne Vo army, strength 5
approx. 250 men, #lso reported in seme area was one local force VC Company, N
strength approx. 100 men. wWeapens consist of S7RR, 8lm mortar and 60m mortar,
50 cal machine puns and various individual weapons.

Fortified positions reported at (YD 571419) to (YD 581409). 57RR.
beldeved to be at this position. Three old French bunkers located (YD
519417) and individual dug in positions at (YD 576426), The enemy has
made good use of available hipgh ground and posgesses good fields of fire

568410), i
Conclusion - that the enemy will engoge friendly troops initlally P

with a large volume of pre-planned fire. WLll attempt to withdraw after

4nitial contact. Withdrawsl will probably be to the SeW. which offers the |

. most 1iKely avenue of egress. Use of all weapons including directional Lo

mines is a good possibility. Landmines are more than iikely bscause of
the nature in which the VC have fortified the srea for defense,

b, The actual enemy strength was determined to be 2t Jeast *two toveli,
Vietnamese Companies supported by a heavy weapcns Company ard rewderced tovih
a company of local force guereillas as; wag indicated lricy by docuneits.
found in the battle area as well as information gained from local civiljan
sources, There was much difficulty in deterining she actual size of the
enemy in the initial stages of contact due to the inabllity to physieally
observe the enemy force th¥ough the heavy tree line.

The volume of fire imlti.@$ was «Spoxetisw with s/a fire orly, A4s
the aggault force closed on the enemy positions the volume of fire increased
and a number of heavy weapcns were encountered such as .50 cal, ¢30 cal
machine gins, 60mm mortar and possibly rockets. -

Reports from troops in the assault on the objective indicated the enemy

‘made vdluable use- of their FPL and that it was extremely effective, Enemy

fire became so intense as the assault on enemy positions continued that

. friendly troops could nct advance without taking extremely heavy casualties,
,#t this time arty and ailr strikes were effectively delivered on the enemy
‘positions with excellent coverage of the objective area,

From all reports and indications the enemy unit engaged is believed to
have beecn the 802nd Bn. with a heavy weapons company and one local force
¢uerilla company i believed.to be the K-105th. UNCLASSIFIED
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The enemy troops appeared to be wall disciplined, well trained and
very effective marksmen: The tactics they utilized were not uncommon to ‘%

e e
-

e

good soldiering.

9 Mission. The mission as assigned by Frag Order 4«66 was as followss %i
Utilizing a command group and two rifle companies, move by helicopters, =
loading by 0815H, at IZ's selected by CO 1/4, to conduet search and destroy
operations in the area bounded by (YD 513473, 480425, 620315 and 640390).

&fter the initial landing and subsequent to the cessation of the operation

the mission was modified as follows: At 201400H verbal order received

from TGF stated,.. #aRVN reports enemy in NW corner of your TsOR. Swsep

these areas before sweeping in original direction, &t 202200H Frag Order

566 orderod the Battalion to deploy forces to prevent enemy withdrawal

from village vicinity (YD 555433?, where the Battalion was enpgaged, and to

sweep the village on 21 March utilizing maximum suprort of artillery and

air, Plans for 21 March were to land 2dBn, lstMar at 0915H in vicinity

(YD 518438) and sweep through GS (YD 5345), FCL line was established from

(YD 530455) along the river to (YD 528447) to (YD 530439) to GL (YD 53)
effective at L=hour, At 210945H verbal order from TGF notified the battalionte
be prepared to continue search and destroy operations to the northwest and

west in the Battalion's operaticn area, with priority of effort in the

village of sp Dai Phu vicinity (YD 537439)., At 212047H Frap Order 8-66

ordered that commencing at 220730H, conduct searah and destroy operaticns

to the southeast concentrating qn enemy positions reported in GS (YD 5741),

(YD 5841) and (YD 5840). st 230832H verbal order from IGF ordered the

" Battalion to conduct detalled search and destroy operation northwest through
villages to vie (YD 569420) and (YD 579434)e. 2nd Battalicn, 1st Marines

will move to abnve position from the northwest conducting the same mission,

at 231115H verbal order received from IGF terminated QOperation Oregen at
2311008, .

10, Concept of the operatizne The concept of the operation as ordginally
envisioned was tc land Co & initially in IZ Robin.. Upon securing the zone
and with the arrival of Co B, move South of tBe road, At such time when Co B
was in position at LZ Robin, the two companies were to commence a search and
destroy cperation paralleling the road to the scutheast terminating at the
L0a vic (YD 596400), A&rtillery units displaced to positions affording best
direct support capabilities, See operati:ns overlay, Encl (1)«

11, Execution. The initial order for Operation Oregon was received ‘at Phu
Bal at approximately 181700H March 1966, The operation itself, however, did
not commence until 0800H on the 20ths Weather prccluded the helicopter 1ift
~ on the 1%h ad morning of the 20th, &t 201217H the first wave of helicopter-
borne Marines landed in 1Z Robdn, The initial 1ift and all subsequent ;%its
landed without enemy opposition. Byl255H all elements of Company A and the
Battalion Commamd Group were landed and had established a perimeter defense
around the IZ, As remaining elements of the B attali~n arrived in the 12
the perimeter began expanding in ,ll directicns. Company A, at 1325H, observed
and immediately took under fire two VC vicinity (YD 556434), The two VC were
wearing packs and dressed in khaki uniforms, Immediately upon receiving fire
the VC fled into the heavy brush and contact was lost. This incident, however,
was the introducticn to one of the Battalion's fiercest and hardest-fought
battles during the past eix months, During the bottle, which raged from 1325H
to 1926H, constant employment of all available supporting arms was utilized,
The target area was under continuous bombardment by mortars, artillery, NGF,
and alr during the entire engagemenfi Company B, continuing to expand their
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revimeter met with eleotrically detenated mines eppraximately 5075 meters foiward
of the tree line Vicalnity (YD 954314)¢ 4s & result of the aotion Compeny B susm

tained one wIA, Renocting imnetliutely, Compeny B mpmeuvered its reserve element to
thelr left flank in anticipationh of donduoting an envelopment {f reugired, During

a8 originally planned, Howaver, before fy movement oould be made, Company A,
moving around to the northesst of the wood line to essist Compeny B, ocme wndep
heavy sutenetier weapons fbre and 60mm moxtar fire from vicinity (Y]S

Compenry 1 oontinued to receive an inoreesing volume of fire from the northwest
s8ide of the woodline, sustaining 3 KIA's ang 4 WIA's, Casualties resulted when

gun fire, Emcxrgeney helicopter evacuation was called and received in record time,
4 brief evaluation of the situation st 201425H, indicatcd thet the village looated
in the tree line was heavily fortified with prepared positions and trench line,

Py the area, however as the day!s activity increased and contact became more inten-
aified the estimate increased to two companies, possibly & Battalion, with a heavy
weapons €ompany in supporte Heavy volumes of fire continued to be exchanged by both
aldes by 1445H, The Bettalionts 81mn mortars were used to blanket the edge of woods
faaing both Compeny A and Coripany B, Artillery was utilized on péaitions deeper

in the woods, Six HUS1E oircraf: hod, by this time, acourately placed their orde
nance in the terget erca, Sinoe forward moviment by Company A was temporarily
halted due to the Interlocking bands of sutomatic weapons fire, en airstrike wag
requested and recédved at 1500He Four A4 alroreft arrived on station and ocommepne
ced bombing and strafing runs on the fortified village, 250 to 500 1b bombs were
dropped acourately on the target area end as o result the firing diminished in
volume, Upon complefdon of the airstrike, Company A continued its nenuever fore
ward to the objective, Almost imnediately the hostile fire again comnenced inflioting
further casuaslties to the Compantys Casualtioes for the Company now totalled four
KIAts and 24 WIAls, Conpany B once again cormencing to rove in support of Company
A received 60mn mortar fire and heavy snmall arms fire, This action resulted in the
Compeny sustaining en additional 2 KIA's ang four WIA's, Movenent once sgain was

navel guns from the destroyer fired an additional 30 rounds on the area,
the artillery banbardment tho Bettalion requested onerifle Company to reinfarce

its position to pernit both Compenies A & B to act as assault units. Upon comple-
tion of the artillery bombardment Company 4 once ageln meved forward only to be mvt
by intense heavy machine gun fire from well eoncealed and fortified bunkers, Fire
was returned with small arms, automatic weapons, 3,5 inch rocket launchers and LAw's,
An edditional 3 KIA and 18 WIAls were sustained. . fotul enemy casualties at 1600H
wes recorded as ¥ KTj confirmed, with an additional 40 KIA possible, Posaible WIA
estimated at 50, At 1624H six 60mm mortar rounds were reeetved from the tree line
(YD 555434 ) by Company B, however, no casualties were sustained, Suspected mortar
sites and 50 caliper machine gun positiong were taken under fire by the 81mm mortar
section from H&S Companys. A total of 16 rounds wore fired; however, surveillance
wag not possible, Notification was received that the requested reserve Company

¥as being heli-lifted into position and Co & 2/1 arrived at 1700H, /dditional

and 20mm cannon fires The last of the alr stnkes on the objectivc aren W48 GOl
pleted by 1915H ang the Companies established night defensive positions,

UNCIASSIFIER 5
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A1l WIA's were evacuated by helicopters by dark, EHmergency resupply was %3
requested and received during the hcurs of darkness, and the much necded E%
water, food, and ammunition was distributed, The silence of the evening
was broken by the supporting artillery and NGF firdng on objectlive area

and ely avenues of approach and exfiltration with 161 H&l fires on 23
sepatate concentrationss NOF provided H&I illumination fire throughout the
hours of darkness to prevent enemy exfiltraticn from the ®hjective areas
Patrols, ambushes, and listening posts were employed around the company
perimeters, &t 202120H Company A observed three VO moving on the sand
dunes vicinity (YD 55%426)s They were taken under fire with rmall arms
M_79, ahd 8lmm, One VC was observed to falls No further enemy movement was
detected during the nighte Total Marine casualties for the day totalled 10
KIi and 47 WEA, One WIa subsequently DOW and another died as a result of a
helicopter crash while in route to C-leds The rest of the evening of the
20th and early morning hours of the 21st were uneventful, &t first light on
the 21 st an artillery preparation was delivered on the target area prior to
jump off by Company B, & total of 48 rounds of 155mm saturated the objective
area after which C mpany B moved forward with Company & moving around to the
northeaste Wweather precluded use ~f air prep. Both companies came under
heavy small arms fire and 60mm mortar fire in the amount oi' 12-15 rounds,
81mm and artillery fire was once again requested, the completion of which’
gllenced the enemy's weaponse Company B continued forward and met no

bod %l WS 4 b

_ further resistance. Reaching the outskirts of the village at 1010H, a six

strand barbed wire fence was found to encompass the hamlet area. Once inside
the hamlet proper the Company was faced with only sporadic harassing fire,
The C.mpany found 2 large amount of 50 cal brass, TNT blocks and many Ve
packs with miscellaneous equipment, clothing, and supplies, Additionally
they found six VC bodies, four of which had been hastily zied and two

only partially buried, One weapon was disccvered, a Thompson submachine

gun, Parts of bodies and blood stains littered the battle field indicating
the VC had suffercd heavy casuzlties, Ammunition littered the area including
many unfuzed 60mm Chinese mortar rounds. All indications pointed to the

fact that the VC, extremely heavily hit, had taken many casualties, and
executed a rapid retreat leaving scme of their dead and a great deal of
equipment behind, Company & reported finding one additional VC body at
0905H, Upon completion:of the detailed search of the hamlet area the
Battalion commenced its execution of the TGF Frag Order 566, Conducting a

a two Compeny sweep, with Company 4 on the left and Company B on the right,
the Battaliun departed the vieinity of (YD 553%30) and moved to (YD 535436)

‘then tummed north and swept to the FCL vicinity of (YD 535348)s lNo enemy

contact was made during the tactical move north and the Battalion established

* its night defensive position in the vicinity of (YD 539448) at 1620H,

Saturatisn patrols, ambushes and listening posts were planned and executed
during tho hours ol darkness, however, no enemy ccntact was mades at
212047H the Battalion received TGF Frag Order 8-66 for the following days
This order in essence exoccuded the original order as stated in IGF Frag
Order 466, &t 220730H the Battalion moved from its night position to the
highway, vicinity (YD 536436), Reaching the roadway, Companies i%B
deployed to form a 600 meter skirmish line on either side of the road and
commenced the Battalion sweep southeast.e Company E follcwed in trace
behind the battalion command group, By 0945 Company B had approached the
hamlet in vicinity (YD 55434), The forward movement was halted while an
artillery prep was called down on the cne time VC strong holds This
precautionary measure was folt necessary in case some VC had infiltrated

back into the arez, Upon completion of the prep fires the gggyany moved int:
the tweeslined villuge  once again. - The 'second sweep uncowe o Chinese K<
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and two VC bodies vicinity (YD 557433)e Upan completion of the sweep at

1100H the skirmish line proceeded southeast once again, Close air observation
was conducted during bhe sweep by an 40 from the 2216 Aviation Unit, USA, 4t
approximately 1230H the a0 pbserved six to 10 VC fleeing to the southeast ab.ut
500 meters ahead of the advancing Marine units. Closing rapidly, Company B
engaged the VC at vieinity (YD 583424), & brief but intensive exchange of fire
resulted in 3 VC KIA's and § VC WIa's, Two of the VC voluntarily surrendered
when wounded, Two VC packs with miscellaneous supplies, food, and clothing
were sppbured. & t 1245 the 4O reported two additional VC were hiding by a '
paddy dike, vicinity (YD 578426). & quick change in direction and aggressive
searching resulted in two additional VC KIa, None of the VC were found with
weapons, only Chinese and M-26 hand grenades, Continuing their methodieal and
aggressive searching, the Company received 8.10 rounds small arms fire from
vicinity (YD 585424?. The compatly dmediately returned fire with 40-60 S/4
and numerous M-79 rounds. . This action resulted in four additional VC WIA's
captured at 1340H, The total VC casualties were 5 KIA and 9 WIA, and no
Marine casualties, While awaiting helo evac one of the seriously wounded VC
dieds The advance continuéd'tow rdPFSix (YD 590407) with no further contact.
During the sweep a total of 53 VCS were apprehendéd 31 of which were detained
by the District Chief and sent back to District Headquarters for further
interrogation, The remaining 22 were cleared and sent home, The Battalion CP
set in for the night at vic (YD 590407) and established saturation patréls,
ambushes ond listening posts. The only enemy contact made during the evening
was two incoming grenades received by Company B at (YD 596402), No casualties
were inflicted, At 230832H the Battalion received orders tc resweep the same
area back to vieinity (YD 536437). .By 0900H the Battalicn had commenced its
sweep back with Company B on the north and Company a4 south of the road,

While enroute and at 231100H orders were received that Operation Oregon had
been terminated as o¢f that time, .

12, Resultge Four day operation netted the following casualties and
equipment losses:

UsSMG VIET CONG

KTa 10 KIA Confirmed 48

WL 45 KL. Possible 40

DOW 1 : WLy Confirmed 8 (Captured)

S WIA Posgsible 50

vCe 2
vecs 31
ONCLASSIFIED
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Vet Cong Equipment losges
1 Thompson SMG 1 clip «30 cal ammo
1 AX.50 3 Chinese Stick grenades
1 Magazine Fl1 AK.50 - 50 Cal cartridge belt
500 aKe50 rcunds 50 rounds 430 cal M-l
1 438 cal pistol holster 21 blasting caps
150 rounds cal .45 8 lbs INT
1 01d type claymore mine 7 grenade pouches
18 miscellaneous packs miscellaneous mgdical supplies
14 cartridge belts mescellaneous VU documents
7 ponchos 1 82mn mortar reund
4 raincoats plastic 3 German rocket rounds '
4 cantecns 2 entrenching tools 715
1 81mm mortar round 3 green hammocks 1@’53551

13, Administrotive matters.

as Lozistics, The initial mission as planned was scheduled to be
completed within 48 hcurs, sccordingly only minimum personal ewaipment,
water and raticns were carried to the field, Initial ammumition loads
included one unit cf fire per weapon, #As the situation increased in tempo,
emergency resupply was necessary., Resupply of ammo, water, and rations was
accomplished during the hours of darkness and without unnecessary hazards to
either the helicopters or ground personnel, Night.time resupply was again
effected on the 21st, :nce again it progressed smenthly. I2's were marked with
illumination grenades followed by close-in direction - wands for final approaches.
On the 22 and 23 March, resupply was conducted during day light hours.
Before the operation terminated all units were resup:lied on a "as required"
basis with socks, utilities, oil, and bootss In general, resupply was out-
standing, :

be Cagualty evacuation. All casualties were evacuated efficiently and
rapidly, with minimum time delay. #verage processing time per patient was
12 minutes, All casualties were air evacuated within 30 minutes after arrival
at the BEAS,

ce Maintenancg. 41l maintenance within lst and 2nd echelon capability was
conducteds Equipment requiring highe¥ echelon manintenance viz., radios,
was evacuated with replacements returning within a few hours, n.rmally on
returning supply or medevac helicopters.

de Commupjcations. No adverse problems. Some difficulty arose with
Command Net communications utilizing the PRC-47, This was primarily due to
the area invelved, not the equipment, FRC-25"s worked and held up excellently.

14, Special Techpigueg. Division trained snipers were employed during the

operations The snipers accounted for eight of the 31 confirmed kills on the
20the The VC were observed fleeing at distances up to 600 meters from the
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front lines, Effective accurate shooting brought the enemy hostile activity
to an end,

15; Commanders nnalysig. -No unusual problems were encountered, = However,
there are-several aspects of the operaticn worth moting ..

ae During the initial ccntact on the 20, the Battalicn omployed all
four available supporting arms in planned sequence, vizgy 81lmm mortars,
artillery,NGF and air., The coordination and employment of these weapcns
proved most satisfactory. ‘

. be A4rtillery support from "Y" Battery 4/12 was outstanding, This
composite unit provided excellent, accurate and timely artillery support
to the ground units.

ce Dispersicn once again plays a key role in offensive tactics, - Many
more casualties would have been inflicted on the 20th had the Marines nct
been well spread ocut, Distances of 15 and 20 meters, when moving through o
open area, is mandatorys. The tendency still exists to bunch.up gnd close up
when moving forward, especially when contact is first made, Only constant
supervisicn at all levels will preclude this, In this light a strong
point with maximum fire capebdldfy, is a necesdty. The point, when operating
in rice paddies and vast opzn areas must be at times well forwidd . of the
sweeping elements, In this regard connecting elements may be required if
paddy areas are pock marked with pine or bambco groves which impede continuous
unobstructed observation, Additionally these groves are excellent ambush
sites and afford the insurgent maximum grazing fire at advaneing ¥arine
unitses The point must be aggressive, alert and determined in their acticns
in these and other prospective ambush sites if grave damage is to be vrevente”!
to the main body. '

de AO support during sweep cperaticns is invaluable, A typical VC
t.ctic is to direct harassing fire at approaching Marines, then exfiltrate
through pre reconnoitered routes and evade the searching elementse The
presence of an AO preciudes and hinders the exfiltration of the enemy, for. uny
movement can readily be seen from the air, and subsequently the VC can be
observed until the advancing elements can be guiced to their position, This
alr - ground team proved itself on the 22nd when the AQ directcd elements of
. Company B to the VC hideouts and permitted the Marines to pursue and engage
‘the fleeing VC, This coordinated pursuit netted 5 VC killed and 8 VC sounded
and captured, It is recommended that. whenever possible an £0 [holild be on
station to assist ground elements in cheir sweep. LR

16. Recgme!ldatl O]la.. "

as The weight and cube of potable water makes it a particular re Sapply

problem, One method ¢ . of alleviating the requirement of water can
recovery_wauld be the development and use of strong poly ethylene bags to ,
hold water, The bags wo 1d require . rizid cutboard support, such -

g8 a strong durable corrigated cardboard box. The plastic bag could be inserted -
and ailr-delivered as required, When the contents are emptied the container '
would be destroyeds -

: 9 ..
1
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be The basics of tactics and techniques of conventional warfare must
be reemphasized at every level of training. Once contact was made, all the
components of a ccnventional situaticn existed’,

10
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HEADQUARTERS () (zatn) , _

18t Battalion, A4th Marines (- Rein ‘
3rd Marine Division (Rein) FIMF 2 O 3 2 6 6 |
FPO, San Francisco 96602

CONFIDENTTAL

1:JER:les
575C
o5 April 1966

Froms Commanding Officer ' .
To:  .Commznding Officer, Ath Marines (-)(Rein), 3rd Marine Division

.~t' - * e
RS EADOURTERS
Subj: Command Chronology; Trensmittal of 1zt és&ﬂahé}g} 4‘mM _ﬂﬂes
| bb-0 ‘ . {
Ref's &) RegtO 5750.1A — \
j ° o[ OF A5 COPIES }
Encl:V/ (1) Commend Ghronology, 28-31 March 1966 ‘ A

1, In accordence with reference (a) gubject chronology is submitted.
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SECTION ORGHTE 2] DAL DA

18t Battalion (-)(Rein), 4th Marines (-)(Rein), 3rd Marine Division (Rein).Fu
HUE/PEU BAL , VIETNAM e

COMMAYDING OFFICER

Lts Cols R. E. SULLIVAN

STAFF ASSIGNMENTS

Mej. Co ROMANO Executive Officer o
Lt B. J. FAGAN S-1

Lt W. C. ASBURY S=2

Mej. J. Ko RINGLER S-3 :

Capt L. Ae CROUCH ’ S~4 : _ - ’

UNIT COMMANDIRS

Lt J. J. CLANCY III Company A

Capte R. B, ALEXLNDER Company B

Capt. J. R+ SPENCE Company C

It J. As ALBRECT Company D N
Capte Te P. DONNELLY H&S Company

DIRECT SUPPORT UNITS

Meje He V. CARPENTER 3d3n, 12th lMerines
Lte Mse Ho FELSIE " yCompany A 1st Ehg‘lneer Bn

COMIIAND PCST IOCATIONS

1st Battalion, 4th M-rines 2YD 633249;
Company 4 YD 667219

Compeny B EYD 690253%) "
Compeny E, 2nd Battelion, 1etMar (YD 629223)

Company C Operational Contral 3d Merines DaNang
Compeny D Operatiuvnal Contral 1st Marines Chu Lal
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SECTION II. STRSCHNE (2011 ST AL FON

ke Summary. During the period 280800H to 312406H March 1966 the
2attalion wes involved in several changes in status. Though the
tommand Post remained at Cha Lai, Companies "X" and "B", plus Command
Group "4'", were deployed near the Pu Bal enclave. Company "C" was
czopped from the control of the Battalion and assigned under the Op
Coy of the 3rd Marines, on 3! March., Plans were made to displace
Conpany "D'' to Phu Bai. to rejoin the Battalion's forward elements al-
reaty there; plans were also made to displace en Admin Center forward
to the Phu Bei enclaeve, to assist in the administrative flow of work
invowved in maintaining these forward elements., The Personnel Section
remained at Chu Lai during this period, and was involved in normal ad-
minisiration, casualty reporting, and preparation for future displace=
ment.

B, Sigmificant Ivents

28 March - Ad Con of 1st Rattalion, 4%th Marines shifted from 1s%
Marines to 4th Marines ,

29 Maxch - Op Con 1st Battalion, 4th Marines shifted fvom 1st
Marines, 3rd Marine Division to 1st Marizes, ‘st Forine
Division; MajiGen FIELDS, . assumed coxmand of %st Marine
Divisicn at Chu Lai, in a formal ceremony,

31.MARCI - Compeny "C" displacedto Da Nung by fixed-wing aircraft
Cp C~u shifted to 3rd Merines

C. Problems ireas/Jew Itvelonement
_ Covered iy Command Chronolcgy submitted for month of March 1966,
De Personnel Matters

Pacts and figures stated in Commend Chronology submitted for month
of March 196,

Ee Discipline, Jourts-Martial, Non = Judicial Punishment

Facts and figices stated in Ccmmand Chronology submitted for month
of March 1966.

o Morale, PX, Poatal Affairs., oiberty, RE&R : e

b5

lorale was good cnly because of the battalion's increased ability

to have contact with the enemy. PX services were not available, dvz.to
“. the displacement of 4th Marines CP immediately prior to this period.

Postal service were inadequate because of thedisplacement involved

and the non - availability of transportation means to effect a

more rapid delivery. Iiberty remained unauthorized for the Battalion. o
R&R quotas were cancelled for the commend, due to the changing sit- i
"ratlion o
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Chaplain’s Asbivities

The Chaplain continued his practice of counseling and providing
religious services to the men of the Battaliom. Facts and figures
ere stated in the Commend Chronology submitted for the menth of March

1966.
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INTELLIGENCE

SECTION III

Ao

Be

RENFRAL (Period covered 28 Mar to 31 Mar)

No enemy contact was made during the period.  Numbrous patrols,
ambushes and ohservation posts failed to produce any sign of the
enemy o

No boeby traps or mines were encountered during the period, Possibly
becanse frienlily units have not operated in this area until recentlye

Enemy units reported to be operating within the BOA and the RAOR

&3 reoported by G-2 st ARVN Division for period of past €0 days ares:
The 8072nd and the 804th Bn's, of the 1st Provisional Regto NVA and
the K=105th and B-15 Companies have also been reperted. The 802nd
wam reported to be located at (YD 465225), the 804th was reported to
be at ‘YD 570200), the K-105th reported at (YD 41020¢) and the B-15
at (YD 5526)0 . |
The intentions of all enemy units in this area are reported to be
directed toward collecting rice from thelow-lands and transporting
the rice to storage areas in the mountains.

CONCLUSIONS:

1. That the enemy will nurmence probing and harassing activities on
USMe units operating in this area.

2, That the enemy will attempt to transport rice from low-lands
to the mountains using hiiden trails.

3, That the possibility of mirtar attack is highly probable becamne
of the Battalions fixed pcsition and the close prozimity of um-
covered terraine

4» That the enemy will commencé mining activity end use of booby
treps along known friendly "esvenues of approach'.

Recapitulation of enemy activity.

1, VO initisted incidents -~ Nme
2. Total incidents -~ None

3, VO KIa - None

4o VC WIA - None

5., VIS -~ None

6e VOO = None

Captured equipment end weapons - None

Mines and booty-traps - None
CONFIDENTIAL
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Weather and Terrain

1e

~
Jo

3e

Terrain - Generally rolling type terrain with stecp focthills
L mounbsins in southern portion of BOA and RAORe. Dense
indersrowth and scerub brash 10 to 15 feet high SWe of Command
Sent mosr Soag Bo River. Foothills are covered with knee
migh grass with very 1it,tle concealment except for occasional
wee Tire o7 bauboo bhiokete Many rice paddies in SB portion
¥u, acwever, majority are dry this time of years Two main
Lodies of water in BOA, the Song By in the SE portion end the 4]
~0 in tac NoW. portions. Numerous streams and tributaries from

o den civers ool trough the BOA

Traffi asility - Cenerally good with mmrestricted troop moves

peps e reps Fov iven end strean rrossings in tho Horth Vet

-n

£ TOLe The steep foothiils sove slow rovenent sOngs o
X it £l Jeomhilla car be fravenzeds

S e mewesent Awgond theoughoat uhe powlovade - Mneners
Forl mocdd and trails rua throughout the BCA, e MR Tuns

trow przsent CP location to Hwy 1 and is capable of noving

all %ypes of vehicles, however bridge at cooxd (YD £57258) s in
nend of wepair teloxe heavicr traffic such a3 tanks 2ad 876
t3loFs con conbimue to movs coross . Read lezding SE from CP

15 “he foothills, can be iraversed by all traffic from CP to
Conmd (YD 648226) where bridge is out and stecp bank preculdes
Lrzoiaa from proceeding further.

Vo hexn e
fax Mean Min

(92N

Teim ¥ & 58
Rainfall 0 0 0
Rel Humid 9

~v
)
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& the neriad covered by thig ohronology the uission of
4t Madnes g assigned by atnh Marines Frag Order 1-g¢

JS0Vide a feady reaction ferce in Suppoxrt of Teconnaissence

NS Lo ghae avesa.,
~e 10 condu-t Search angd destroy operations in the areg

3s Maintain & ninimum of one plaioon during daylight hours and one
company (-.) during hours of darkness for security a% the artillery
Position, ang one platoon for Security of the L3a,

Re Q@gggtggggg Platoon and Squad size aggrensive patrolling ang ambush~
€% vere conducted consistant with the diceteg of the miseion a3 assigned
by the 4th Merines,

On 302205H g nessage wag received fron Regiment stating {nat. dve to the

political unrest in the city of Hue coilncident with the removal of Genersal

THI, I Corps Commander ang a rative cf . aree, there would pe ne

treffic allowed in or near the city cr o any roadg leading into or out ef
Hues Since that time the ban has not keen lifted,

On 31 March the Batialion was alerted for cermuittment to "Operation
Golden Fleece", 1hig speration wag designed to protect the loecal farmers
during there rice narvest ang to prevent vo from transporting config~-
cated rice from the lcwisng nervest eregs to their highiang Bancitvanies,

.8
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SECTION ¥ T

Le Significant Events

Since the crrivel of the Batvalion at the present position resupply

has been procassed through the Losistical Support /frea (1S4) which

i.s located seven miles from the CPe MinoZ difficulties were experiencod
on resusply, however, most of these difficulties have been overcone

and material requested is being received in good condition and in
quantities requested-

Bo Suppdy
T Supply jzqrremewss

(a) tlags T = 40C gellons water per Q&ye 152 cascs MOI per daye

{b) (lass IT = All in short supply.

%c Clasa JXL ~ Nune

(d) Cless IV ~Requirement can not e determined duc to highly
fluid situatione

(e) tless V - Basic allowznce is mefatainea #b all untiud, i

2+ Procurenent Problems

(a) Rations end water have o be felo-lifted irndo this position.
s

. R g

Ce Transportation 1

| 1, Helicopters are eing requested for nedical evecusgtion and re=
supply e
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SECTION VI COMMUNICATIONS~-ELECTRONICS

Le Operations

Communications have been operated from a forward Battalion Cormend Post
of limited size. Wire lines have been established between the Battalion
switchbosrd and the supporting Artillery unit, the Logistics Suppoxrt
irea and the organic rifle company in defense of the Battalion perimeter.
Internal cormand telephones have also been installed. Contact with the
threw rifle corpsnies operating at distances of from two to seven miles
frori the Command Post over mountainous and extreme terrain has been
constant and relixoie through the use of PRC 25's, Battery life of the
BA-38% under erureme heat conditions has remained over 90 hours. i
Contact with the rear Cormend Post at the Fhu Bal Enclave, a distance of
9% piles and the resr echelon units at the Chu Lei Enclave, a distenae
oi more then 100 miles has been maintained through the establishment of
a Battalion edministrative net using the PRC-4T. Communications with
nigher Headgquarters is accomplished through Regt TAC # 4 HF using the
PRC-47 and Regt TAC #2 VEF using the PRC-25 through a voice relay.

i o
SR A S I ¢

Be Problerns Encountereda ' e e

The Battalion has been operating in the forward area for an extended

period of time; The abllity to timely act on messages, correspondence

and other pertinent administrative matters has been severely hampered by

the- nen availivlty of radlo relay equipment and the inavailibity of the use

vrganic teletype equiznent due to the almost total committment’ of

the Baettalion radio resvur:es to fulfill other missions. The neccssity
f6r key Battalion Staff Menbers to coimerne and cousult with their . 1 ‘
reginental counterperts is extrenely limited by the availibity of only T
one vbice net for this use. With no generators at this position the

charging of BB-451's nust be accomplished at the Electronics Maintenance

Facility of the Logistics Support Area. The LSA 1s not prepared to ?
assume this mission nor provide parts for the batteries and with elements :
of the Bettelion at three separate and distant locations and each location
requiring battery cherging facilities, the mumber of charges the Battalion
has been able to place at the L3A provides only barely adequate supporte
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SECTION VII FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION, NAVAL GUNFIRE

he Artillery.

(1) Significent Events. The 3rdBn, 12thMarines Provisionsl Composite
Ba (~) composed of C Btry, 1stBn, 12th Marines and Y Bory
(Provisional) 4th Bn, 12th Marines provided direct end general support
from 28 Marich to 31 March for the Battalion as well as 0 By 77.d Reoom.

(2) statigticel Summary

1, Numbsr of missions fired in support: 52
a8, H&I firess 87

2o Observed missicnss 3
n. Targets of Opportunity
. Registrations: 2

{2) Zounds Ixpenditure

a. 105 Howitizer:s 119
Le 159 Howitizer: 257
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SECTION VIIT ATR SUPPORT DEFENSE

As Alr Suppert. Alr support requirements for the perlod covered
consisted of helicopter resupplye. Due to the restriction placed upon
travel on Highway# logistic support had to be accomplished entirely
. by helicopter lifts.

Alc Svpport Requests,

1. Helicopter
(2) Besupnlv
Ms.csicn Requests 3
Missions Completed 3

(v) Evacuation
None

(c) Tacticel (Recon)
Nome

(d) Troop. Lifts
None

2+ Fixed Wing Transport
None

3, Alr Strikes , .
None ' ,

et ey T T Y
1 vt Gt |

e o
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SECTION IX MEDICAL/DENTAL (FFAIRS

i+ In the past 4 lay period the BxS has beccne split into two units
Wi the sdministrative functions being handled at the rear (Phu Bai)and
F$ furetlons fuirwerds The present ald station has drawn supplies
frou 7SA and a ward capable of handling up to 20 patients has been
established.

B, Routine innoculations which are past due for about 1/2 of the
Battalion will be given when the rear eschelon arrives from Chu Lai,
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