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From: Commanding Offiocer L
To: Commanding Gemeral, 34 Marine Division (Rein), FMF kg
Subj: GCommand Chronology, Februsry 1967

Ref: (o) vt 5750,1

1. In accordsnce with reference (a) the Command Chrenology r

for the month of February 1567 is submitted.
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A. Orgenizstionsl Data
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34 Battelion, 4th Merine Regiment (-) (Rein)
34 Meriune Division FMF
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Command Post Locations

1-28 Februery YD 242598

Map: Vietnam: Series L7014: 1:50,000, CON THIEN,

DONG HA and QUANG TR, Sheet numbers 6342 I, 63#4 II r
6442 IV snd 6442 III.

Period Covered 1-28 February 1967

Commend snd Steff

a. Commending Officer LtCol W. J. MASTERPOOL
Executive Offilcer Major He J. FIELD Jr.
S5-1 2ndlt L. R. THOMPSON
5-2 MSGT J. CHAPMAN
S-3 Mejor E. J. FAIRBANKS
S-l CAPT De. J. RYAN
Comm Off'icer CAPT F. J. BASSO Jr.
H&S Compeny ondlt J. H. H&TCHELL
"I" Company CAPT J. D. HARRILL
"K" Compeny CAPT J. M. MAHONEY
" Company CAPT A« He HARTNEY

"M*® Compeny CAPT R, D. JACKSON
Average Mouthly Strength: USMC usy '

ge Officer Lo 2
be Emnlisted "1220 L7
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SECTION IT
S PERSONNEL AND ADMINJSTR&TION
1. Personnel
aes Number of replacements recelved

USMC OFF

USHC ENL 87

USN OFF 0

USN ENL 12

be. Number of ‘personnel rotstéd’

USMC OFF 5
USMC ENL 2k
USN OFF 0
USN ENL 0

¢e. Breakdown of personnel lost other them rotation

(1) Treusferred by Service Records

UsSMC OFF 0
USMC ENL 20
USN ENL 0

(?) Deaths Non-battle: O

(3) wIia: 92 S

(4) KIA: 5 DOW: 1

(5) Humaniterien trensfer: O ﬁ%?

(6) Non-bettle injuries: 11 j%l

(7) IntrsDiv/Regt trensfers: 8 |
d. H&R trips: 104
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SECTION IXI
INTELLIGENCE

1. ENEMY SITUATION aT THE BEGINNING OF THE PERIOD

The overating srea for the 33 Battelion, Itth Merines Auring
this reporting period included the Cam Lo areas the Delte

area of the Cua Viet River north to (YD 325715

, south to

(YD 385655), snd the Dong He Combat Bage.

S

CaM 10 AREA

At the beginning of the period en increase iun enemy
sightings hed been noticed, 2lthough 1little coutect
was made until the end of the period. A Reinforced
NVa Battelion 1s believed to be operating in the area.
Hesvy contect wes made on 27 February with & lerge
force srmed with 82mm morters, B-40 Rockets and avto=~
matic weapons. Conteot is still being mede as the
period ends.

CU4 VIET RIVER &4REA

Although intelligence reports state that the 808th

VC Battalion and possibily the 8l4th VC Battalion are
operating in the coastal area, no major contact has
been made. Numerous punji pits, underground shelters
and tunnels were located throughout the aree. Ammu-
nition snd food caches have alsgo been wncovered in
this area. The majority of the ponulece was indife~ = ¢
ferent to the GVN due to the fact that GVN 4influenoce
was lacking until our essumption of this erea in
December 1966. Since this time there hes been en
increasing friendliness towerd the presence of Merines.

DONG HA_COMBAT BASE

With the exception of sightings of 1 or 2 neople, the
DONG HA COMBAT BASE hss been free of enemy activity.
Although sn 1uterrogetion report steted s SAPPER RECON
Unit was operating in the ares with the mission of
sttecking DONG Ha COMBAT BASE, this attack failed to
materialize.

2. ENEMY INCIDENTS DURING THIS PERIOD
See Seotion IV

3. TOTAL ENEMY LOSSES FOR PERIOD

8o

Caguslties: .26 VC/NVA KIA (CONF)
1 VC/NVA KIA (PROB)
9 PW/VC '
1 PW/NVA G
36 Deteinees
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b. Individuasl VWeapons: Total 26

5 Carbines (U.S.)

4 8MGs French Machine Pistols

3 Rifles, Germen Mauser !
1 Chicom SKS SKG :

2 K--50 Chicom

2 M~1 Rifles (U.S.) . |
5 AK-47 Chicom : 3
1 U.S. 8MG (Grease Gun)

3 Chicom SMG type 36

o« - Efuitment

9 Chicom Mines
30 Chicom grenades
1000 USSR 7.62mm rds.
1 U.S. Smoke grenade
9 81mm Mortar rds.
i 2 57mm rds.
: 265 rds. Carbine
650 rds. U.S. 7.62mm
1 M26 U.S. Grenade
L Memser rds.
42 9mm rds.
1 M2 U.S. grenade (Pineapple)
64 rds. .30 cal M-l Ammumition
30 rds. +38 cal SKS Ammunition
55 rds. 45 ocel Ammmition
3 U.S. Certridge belts
2 Chicom Cartpidpge belts
1l U.S. Canteen
1 ARVN pack
3 Parts of rifle cleaning rod
2
1l
5

e 3

First aid packs
pound of Medieal gear
Yonchos

17 Carbine magazines

Bayonet for Chicom carbine

U.S. Grease Gun megezine

M-14 magazine

Benena magazines

Drun magazine

BAR magazine

Mapazines (Chicom Sub-Machine Gwms)

10 Chicom magazine pouches

1 BAR magazine pouch

2 Green wmiforms

1 Khaki wmiform

20 pounds of assorted clothing

150 pounds of rice E§§ﬁ{£§T%iwk¢
1 Pair of f1eld plesses w/okse SRR
8 pounds of documents
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SIONIFICANT TPHENDS DURING PERIOD

The locating of a lerge NVA force and the enemy displeying
the fact that he has been resupplied with mortars and small
arms by delivering a large volume of mortar end smell arms
fire on friendly troops in the Cam Lo area during this
reporting perlod.

ENEMY SITUATION AT THE END OF THE PERIOD

Situstion remeins the same as the begimming of the period
with the exception of the Cam Lo area. A large number of
NVA troops are positioned in well fortified bunkers end
shelters in the viciuity bounded by grid line YD 06 on the
east, YD 12 on the west, YD 64 on the north, end grid line
YD 61 on the south.
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OPERATIONS & TRAINING

1. During this reporting period the 3d Bettalion, 4th Merines
conducted extensive patrolling and ambushing throughout its
TAOR's. Two Bettelion(-) size search-sud-destroy operations
were glso conducteds The first, from 3 February to 5 February,
fn the coastal lowlsaude south of the CUA VIET River mouth,
where maximum utilization of both LVIP-5's and LVTH-6's was
made. The second, from 15 February to 19 February, in the area
gouth of the DONG HA TAOR.

2. Commend and Control

&. Oun 14 Februsry the 34 platoon, Compeuny E, 2nd Battelion,
33 Merines chopped OPCON to 34 Battalion, 4th Marines.

b. On 19 Februsry the 33 pletoon, Compsny E, 2nd Battalion,
3d Marines returned OPCON to 2nd Battalion, 34 Merines.

c. On 2?3 February Compsny K, 33 Bettalion, 4th Marines
ochoppred OPCON to 2nd Battelion, 34 Merines.

d. On 25 February Compenv K, 3d@ Battelionm, 4th Marines
returned OPCON to 34 Battelion, 4th Marines.

e« On 26 Februsry Compsny I(~), 38 Battelioun, 4th Merines
chonped OPCON to 12th Mariunes.

f. On 27 Februsry Company L(-), 3d Battelion, Lth Merines ,
chapped OPCON to 2nd Battalion, 34 Merines, .

ge On 28 Februsry Company M(-) end the 2nd platoon of
Compeny K, 33 Baottelion, 4th Msrines chopped OPCON to 2nd
Battelion, 33 Mariunes. \

h. On 28 Februery Compeny F, 2nd Battelion, 9th Marines

chopped OPCON to 3d Battalion, 4th Marines end was chopped
OPCON to 2nd Battalion, 3d Marines on the same daye

3« Cloge Comhat
a. 05 February 19672
(1) At 1500H.Compemy M apprsherided ' (2) VCS et YD"445596. 5

be 06 February 1962

(1) At 0800H Compsny M apprehended (3) VCS at YD 424623.
VCS were identified by Nationsl Police as VC Cadre.

(2) At 0910H Company I received 15-20 rowmds of sniper
fire from YD 273576,

(3) At 1L15H Compeny M foumd 150 1b. bag of rice with
Lo pctnes -8ECRED
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plastic wrapping at YD 408628,

(4) At 1525H Flenk squad of Compgny L teken wmder fire
by smeil erms from YD 1696&3.’“06ﬁp€ﬁ§“3/§t YD 166642

returned fire with smell erms, automatic weapons end
No79ts. Reswlts: (1) VG KIA{CONF), (1) VG KIA(PROB),

(1) Cnicom cerbinee
(5) At 1525H Company M epprehended (6) VCS at YD 408~

' 628, YD 408629, end YD 41562k,

08 February 1962

(1) At 1100H Compeny K had one meun trip boobytrap
consisting of Chicom and trip wire. Results: (1) uswmC
WIA.

10 _February 1967

(1) At 1315H Company M had one mem trip WP grenede
attached to trip wire. Results: (1) USMC WIA.

11 Februayy 1967

(1) At 1315H Compeny M found (2) VC hiding in tunmel
at YD 376655. VC attempted to throw a grenade outz
but it ricocheted back into the tumnel. Results: (2
VC KIA(CONF), (2) M=l Kifles

13 Fehruary 1967

(1) At 1040H Compeny M foumd (2) VC hiding in shelter
at YD 383647. One VC surrendered and the other attempted
to throw e grenade out, but it detonated in the hole.
Results: (1) VC KIA(CONF), (1) PW/VC, (1) cerbine.

(2) At 1240H Company M apprehended (1) VC who led them
to an undergrovnd shelter, located at YD 387645. Two
VC in shelter opened fire with automatic wespons.
Company M returned fire with small armsg eand grenades,
Results: (2) USMC Wi4, (2) VC KIA(CONF), (3) PW/VC,

(2) K#-50, (3) 9mm machine pistols.

14 Febmary 1967

(1) At 1445H Company M apprehended (1) VCS at YD 408627.
16 February 1962

(1) At 1900H Compsny M apprehended (&) VCS in a house

et YD 374654, slong with emmunitioun, morter rounds, end
grenadese Results: (4) VCS, (1) Chinese Bolt Action

Rifle,

- P
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(2) 4% 2815H 11th Engineers epprehended (15) detainees
et YD 224584,

1. 172 February 1967

(1) At 1000H Compeny M st YD 314723 found (2) underasro.
ground shelters containing (4) VC. Two VC tried to
throw grenades out of the hole but, grenades ricocheted
back in hole. Two other VC came out of hole throwing
grenades and were teken under fire with small armse.
Resuwlts: (4) VC KIA(CONF), :! .

(2) At 1300H Compsny M found (3) NVA in wndergrowmd
shelter at YD 314723. NVA opened fire with sutomatio
wespons end grenadeg. Fire returned by Compauny M.
Results: (1) USMC WIA, (3) NVA KIA(CONF), (2) cerbines,
(1) 9mm submechine gume ‘

j. 18 Februsry 1967

(1) At 1015H Compeny K at YD 229491, observed (2) men
walking toward point element. The two were challenged
and thev turned and rsun. Poiunt opencd fire, one wes
geen to fa2ll, the other ren around a nearby hill out of
sight. Area wes swept with negative results.

(?) At 1415H Compsny K at YD 279520 received 30-40
rounds of sutomatic weapous fire. Company K returned
fire snd while sweeping ares trinped a boobytrap. A4t

YD 284525 Company K received automatic weapons fire,
Pire returned. Agein at YD 282539 Company K recelved
sutomatic weapons fire approximately 30 rounds. Resgults:

(1) VC KIA(CONF) AND (7) USMC WIA.

(3) At 1430H 1/44th Arty convoy to Camp Carroll
received (1) round of sniper fire. \

ke 19 February 1967

(1) At 1000H Compsny M found (2) VC in underground
shelter at ¥D 471577. One VC surrendered, other tried
to throw grenades out of hole, but they ricocheted back
beck into hole. Results: (1) VC KIA(CONF), (1) PW/VC.

(2) At 1030H Compeny M found (2) underground shelters
et YD 471577. Five VC were in holes, one VC surreundered
others tried to shoot thelr wey out. Results: (4) VC
KIA(CONF), (1) PW/VC.

(3) 4t 1350H Company M ceptured (1) PW/VC at YD 469582,

(4) At 1430H Comoany M found (?) spider holes contsining
(5) VC at YD 465584, Ail surrendered. Results: (3) PW/
ve, (2) ves, (1) U.S. oarbine

}-?‘ ?'s”;w'? E 4‘- ‘v?? 2.4{ sm
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20 February 1967

(1) At 1240H Compsny I received (1) short arty rownd.
Results: (4) USMC WIA.

21 February 1967

(1) At 1317H Compeny M at YD 328702 hed (1) LVT hit
mine. Results: (2) USMC WIA.

(2) &% 2040H Compeny I hed (4) unidentified figures
moving behind embush patrol st YD 275577. OCompeny L

opened fire end pursued the figures physicellye. Results:
(1) v¢ KIA{PROB), (1) Chicom submachine gun.

24 Fehruery 1967
(1) At 1645H Compsny I received (5) sniper rounds from

YD 269547,

(2) At 1715H Company I received sutometic weapons fire
end small arms fire at YD 275562. Returned fire with
small arms, 60mm mortars end rockets. Results: Unknown .

28 Fehryary 1967

(1) At 1315H Compsuy M foumd emmmition ceche at ¥YD '~
4615876

26 FPebruary 1967

(1) At 10004 12th Marines patrol spprehended (1) VCS
et YD 215588,

(2) At 1625H Company K received 15-20 rowmds of sniper
fire from (3) VC. Returned fire with negative results:

27 Fehruary 1 967

(1) Compeny<§;> lead platoon recelived automatic weapors
fire from 20530° NVA dug in on ridgeline at YD 0886154
Company L returned fire end withdrew to 16t‘Tauks, end
erty missions fire on ridge. Results: (2) USMC KIA,
(7) USMC WIA. After sweep of ares, Company L foumd (3)
NVA 4n khaki uniforms in bunkers ot YD 085615. Results?
(3) NVA KI4&(CONF).

(2) 4t 1710H Compeny L located bunkers on ridgeline et
YD 088615. Final results of day's encounters: (2) USMC
K14, (9) USMC WIA, (3) NVA KIA(CONF), (1) AK-47.

The following troining was conducted by the 34 Battalion,
btg Marines during the period of 1 Februery to 28 Februery
1967, ,
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| SECTION V
I LOGISTICS
General.

ae« Therc were no major problems encountered during this
reporting veriod. Several operations were conduoted util-
1zing both support. from the LSA end/or orgesuic resupplye.
Except in minor occurrences, resupply requests were filled
without incident. Both zerisl resupnly (heliconters) and
ground vehicles were emnloyed to effect resupvly and dis~
tribution of goods.

be FPregently, nou-orgenioc transnortation is criticel for
pll n=eds other th n combat egsentinl. A4n admiunistretive
move hes been plenned, but has feiled to materizslize beoca~
use of lack of pufficlent trensportstion. This involves

the relocating of epproximately (45) M-36 trucklo:zds of
supplies from our sdministrative re=r srea in ¥hu Bal to dbe
moved to our present position in Dong Ha. It 1s foreseeabl~
thet this move will be sccomplished duriung the month of Feb-
I"ual"y. "

Supply.

s« The supply suprort received by the Battelion during this
veriod has been excellent. What wes previously comsidered
unsastisfsctory support in the ores of Individusl Equipment
can now be congidered satisfectory with 100% of 211 items
evailable for issue. At the present time, only 20 items of
approximately 1700 remain in short sunply. The msjority of
the criticsl 1tems are zdministrative type supplies which
have 1little or no effect on the sccomplishment of assigned
operation2l missions. Third Echelon maiuntensuce performed
by the Foroe Logistics Commend on weanons hes excceded all
previous supnort with 98% of 211 ordusuce operationsl. Sup~
ply sunvort in the area of 2nd Echelon repeir psrts for Mo-
tor Transport and Communications equinmeunt is considered
satisfactory.

b. The following shorteges exist for items considered to
be esreutisl: ‘

Grenade Youches 600
Battery, BA=l4?2 300 ‘
Hendset for Redio Set AN/PRC-25 18

Tgaggpbntatjon.

ae VWesther and rozd conditions still creste meiuntensnoe
problems for motor transport. The letest problem belivg
with the M2784) (Mule). Driving during b2d weather has
caused mud to clog the 01l coolers. This condition mey

‘contrubute to eungine failure.
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- COMMUNICATIONS sND ELECTRONJICS

1. Radio
a. The Battalion esteblished the following radio nets:

St
Ko

Regimentsl TaC (FM)

Battalion TAC (FM)

Bage Defense (FM)

Covered Circult - Request only (FM)

b. The supporting arms nets estsblished were:

Artillerv Nets (2) (FM)
Air Nets (FM) (UHF) ;

6. There were several oases of interference with friendly
unite euncountered while on the Dong Ha perimeter. In each
cege the interferenve wee el4minstd hy the use of alternate
or assigued, but unswd,, frequences. While at Dong Ha six
RC-292 gntennaes were employed, one for added reliability in
the perimeter defense, two to ensure the cepability of mein-
teining not only the B:ttelion TAC with Battelion elements
gt Cam Lo, but to provide the ability to, 4f needed, moni=-
tor the Company nets there.

2. Hire

g« For the most vert existing wire wss used sround the

Dong, He ¥erimeter. The river mouth installation, however,

required the lsying of some three miles of wire. &s the

Bottalion wire resovres were b dly strained with the Cam Lo,

river mouth and Dong Hs commitments, Regiment provided two

%2-?2‘s for the COC and some 18 field televhones for use &t
ng Hs. :

3. BRadio Relsy

a. &n AN/TRC-27B ghot was emnloyed in conjunction with the
12th Merines. The Battslion used one COC hotline snd two
common users from this shot. 4Although a 24 hour servioe
was attempted, frequent generator problems 1limited this
goal,

b. Eower

as Regiment st Dong Ha provided this Battalion headquerters
with 24 hour power.

pOreT RO
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" FIRE_SUPY'ORT COORDINATION
1. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
g. On 1 Jonuary to 1l Jenuary 1967 Indie Bettery with suy-
port from 3@ Battelion, 12th Marines tripled night time H&i =
for incressed counteriortar protection st 3d Battelion, Uth
Merines Cam Lo position.
b. On 15 Jenuery 1967 Indis Bettery displeced from the Cem
Lo position to Dong Ha, remaining in direct support of 34
Battslion, 4th Marines.
6. On 23 Jznuary to 26 Jenuary 1967 34 Battslion, 4th Mor-
ines conducted sm operstion north of Cem Lo with Mike end
Kilo Batteries in direct support. Ou successive days Cho-
rlie smd Alvhs Batteries of the lgt (Bn; of thd &40EtR Righ,
USA, disnlcced to Cam Lo in direot support of 3d Battal%on,
Lth Marines.
d. On 25 Jonusry 1967 Indie Bzttery displaced to Khe Sanh.
FO section remained with 33 Battalion, 4th Msrines. :
2. ARTILLERY UNITS o
India Bsttery 3/12 105mm RS
Alphs Bsttery  LVIH-6 105mm i
Kilo Battery 1/40 155mm
Mike Battery 2/9%  155mm
Alnha Battery 1/40 105mm
Charlie Battery 1/40 105mm ,
Alphe Battery 2/94 175mm i
Bravo Batterv  2/94 175mm : RSk
Cherlie B=tterv 2/67 175mm
3o NsVal, GUNFIRE (SHI:S)
NONE ,
L, MISSIONS FIRED
Units 2/94 1/40 Indie 3/1?  LVTH-6 Comba |
g« Observed 3 - 29 5] 6
be unobserved - ? ' 147 -
o, H&I's - 1526 1073 340
Ammunition Expended _ ,
HE 75 Loy iyl 770
L3 - 9 81 -
ILL - 24 90 33
TOTAL 75 4770 4616 803

. -
PR I ~ . . - %} el * r X4
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SECTION VIII
aIR_SUs1ORT

l. During this period eir was used in six different cetegorics;
with vering results. Once sgein, we' ther was predominsut fsc-
tor effecting air operetions. In most cases t2oticel operatic.:.
denending on air 1ifts hed to be flexible =25 to time oend date.

2. Medicel Evacuation Flights were used with outstending re-
sulte as to time snd efficdency. Emergency med evsos were the
only air operation unaffected gy veathere The time involved
in completing & med evao wee instrumentel in s8ving numerous
llveSl

3. Reoon missiouns were requested daily due to the many comite

ments of 3/4. These flights were used to recoumoiter areag for
proposed operrtions, to:r locate lending zones end to determine

if tracked vehicles could néyigats in ‘the terrain.

k. Fixed wing were used primerily for TPQ's, hitting suspeoted
enemy concentrations and infiltrotion routes. Tactical sir
strikes were emnloved in launding zone preps snd to bomb enemy
nositions from which we were receiving fire. Gun Ships were
used in conjJunction with troop 1ifts snd med evecs to suppress
enemy fire in order to ocommlete the mission.

5« Troop 1ifts 2dded mobility end 2ccessibility to compeny
and Battallion size operations. Socheduled operations hed to heve
alternate vlans indevnendent of air due to unpredictable weathers

6 Aerial observer aireraft were used exteusively for recouning
suspected enemy nositions; for gdjusting ertillerv missions,

and as alirborne tocticnl air cont=ollers. During operztions an
A0 was on station throvghout the day end sided our units in
finding trells that would be sccesgible to tracked vahicltes.

7. Statistics:

8+ Med Evecs - 12 gorties and 28 persounnel

b. Recon Missions - 14 sorties

¢s Fixed Wing - 40 T¥Q tergets and 34 tons of ordnsnce ,
tactical air strikes - 6 sorties.

d. Troovn 1ifts - 7 1ifts aund 740 personnel

€. Aerial Observers « 16 sortics.

[T U e SR
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MELIZ 3l o FEALRS

1. Medical Trends: There hes been & slight inorease in uppe:
regpiratory iufeciions for the period of this venort coinoide:”
with oooler temp-ratures which have occurred towsrd the end cf
the monsoon season. Some immersion foot problems have been
geon but et mo time have resched serious proportions and have
been noted primerily 4n individuzls treusferriug in from other
cormands.

2. EPreventive Medicine: Rets and mice have continued to be 8
problem. in the battslion reasr ares. A campaign of trepving end
poisoning hes been underteken with good results but beoesuse of

s shortege of supplies and equivment 1t hae been difficult to
bring sbout a significent decre~se in the rodeut nonulation.
Fly and mosquito problems continue to he minimal.

s, Caivil Affairs: Medicel supplies for the treatment of Viet-

nemese civiliens have been received and trentment of approx-
imotely 350 individuels has been possible at the Cam Lo Bridge.

i ‘11! ke t" :’Q’l'gu‘ AT
PEAAL T B AR VIR 0L & S
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8. Med Cep corpsmen of this orgenization conduoted Med Cap
foy approximate $59 c¢iviliens during the neriod of 1 Jan to

31 Jen 67. Civiiievs wers trested for minor infeotions and ¢! Q%{
at the Cam Lo Bridge eud Cam Lo Hamlety N
i
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e :EEM~ Tracked Vehicle Employment

a. Dipcussicu: The c&w’oywenu of tracked vehicles 1s 1%
ited in meny cFses only by the imegin~tion of the unit com
mander. rrhev provide exzcellent fire power snd combat sup=
port for blocking uwnits and allow for greater dispersion
of platoon size units then normelly achieved when operate-
ing minus these vehicles: Additionelly, the attschment of
tonks to an infeutry unit provides the unit with grester
range, since additional c¢lsgs I and V can be darrted sboard
the vehicle. The fuel consumption of the tank does not
present a major resupply problem for class III because of
the diesel engine.

I Y. Reocommendation: Thet with proper plzuning and advenced
récon, both map, aerisl and physical tracked vehilcles can
normz2lly be used to thiewy fullest capability in Vietnem.
The tank 1s z2n excel ent vehicle to be used to proceed in-
fontry through heavilv vegetated fields to detonite anti=-
personmnel mines and booby traps. If operating in an ares
that is suspected or known to contain booby traps it is
recommended that troops follow dircctlv in the tread markse.
In a recent oper-tion a tauk treversed a booby trap oete
vally impacting dirt sround a2 ChiCom gren~de. A& Marine
crossing between the tread marks hit the trip wire detonate
ing the grenade and injured himself and two other Marines.

1. ;zgn: Knowledge of the People

‘ as Discussion: "The Heerts and Minds"of the people osm

o~ never be won untlil the American fighting men in Vietnsm

oo — ““become s familur with the 1ivings conditions, hablts and nedds
of the local nwopulsces. A tree which has little meaning to
us mey nrovide Betel Nut, Tea, Bansnas, etc, for a yesr.
If we, unaware of the significance of this tree snd its im=
portance, destro;{ it because of our ignorsnce we impede tho
progress of our "Hearts and Minds" program by cresting 111
feeling on the part of the local pessant.

b. Hegommendation: Explanztion or money is not sotisfac-
tory for this destruction. Troops must be taught to safe=
guard all persoual vroperty =md prevent uncessary snd une
knowing destruction of em spp-rently ‘fnsignificant item.
The responsibility for the prevention of thig destruction
Jies on 81l levels of leaderships
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Unit Sub Jeot Number of Hours

H&S Co Weapons Seftey 14
XM.I6EL Rifie
XM.16E1 Rifle Fam Firing
First 494
Mines and bhoobytraps
Scouting end Petrolling
Care snd Cleaning of 8lmm Morter
81mm Morter Gun Drill

I Co XM-16E1 Rifle
XM-16E41 Rifle Fam Firing
Weaspons Saftey
First Aid
Mines and boobytraps
Map end Compass
Scouting snd Patrolling
60mm Mortar Drill
M«60 Machine Gun

K Co XM-16E1l Rifle
XM-16E3% Rifle Fam Firing
Weapons 8Baftey
First A4d
Mines 2nd boobytreps
Scouting and Patrolling
Mep and Compass
60mm Morter Drill
M..60 Machine Gun

L Co . XM-16El Rifle
XM-16E1 Rifle Fam Firing
Veapons Saftey
First 444
Mines end boobytraps
Scouting =md Patrolling
Map end Compass
60mm Morter Drill
M~60 Machine Gum

¥ Co XM--16E1 Rifle
XH-16E1 Rifle Fam Firing
Weapons Saftey
Farst Ald
Mines and boobytraps
Scouting and Patrolling
Map end Compass
60mm Mortar Drill
M-60 Machine Gun

PRy

=N

—

[}

[

[

[ ]

[

(-

&gm:embwm:bm:ombwm:bmiombpm:o:momopm:ormmwm
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ECTION V
LOGISTICS

oe There were no major logisticsl problems encoumtered
during this revorting meriod. There were two Bettalion(-)
gizeoperetions conducted and resupply was sccomplished
throveh the LSA by mesns of serial resupnly helicopters.

On both operstions ettached track vehicles were utilized to
further distribute the resupply to the operating compeniese.

bs The compeny 8t the mouth of the Cua Viet River continuved
to be resupplied by LCU. The reiunforced platoon at the Cem
Lo Bridge was resupplied by motor convoy. The battalion

reer echelon that was located et Phu Bsi was completely moved

to Dong He on the 1l4th of February.

Supply

ns . Supply support continued to be sstisfactory during theé
month. There are only a dozen or so critical items end

most of them are sdministrative type items 2nd do not effect
the combat readiness of the orgasnization. Support of
individusl clothing has improved vestly end is no lounger
considered a critical area. Support for 2ad echelon main-
tohanoce was satisfactorys

be LATfew itoms that still remain oritical mré:

Paint

Hendsets for PRC-25
Jungle Kits

Grenade Pouches

THANSPORTATION

2. The motor trensvort 34 echelon support for vehicles of
this Battalion is very poor. Vehicles poing to 33 echelon
maintenance sre lost to this Bat+elion for three to four
months due to & shortage of parts. Specificelly part
shortapes occur for the MP7LAL (mule) end the M422A1 (mite).

MISCETIANEQUS

g. In reply to Third Merine Division (FWD) message 260120H
February 1967, we have requested four barges snd four out~
board motors. These barges will be used for riverine
reconnaissances

~SERET~
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SECTION VI
( o
COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICH

8. The Battalion established the following radio circults:

Ares Dalense )

Division Command (FWD) Covered Circuit - on request only
Division Tuo #3 (FM)

Battalion Tec #1 (FN)

Battalion Tuo #2 (FM)

be Supporting Arms

(1) TACP established and meintained (1) (FM) emna (1) WHF
net to fulfill their reculirements.

(2) Artillery atftechments provided two (FM) nets to
meet their reaquirementse

(3) HST provided their own (FM) net while supporting
the battelion(~) ovnerstions.

(4) ARVN unit advigors entered the Battalion nets upon
entering our TAOR.

¢ UWhile at Dong Ha, six BC=~292 antennae were employed for
added relisbility of radio communicetions. They were
utilized on the:

Arsa Defense Net

Battalion Tac #1

TACP (FM) Net

Battalion Tac #2

Artillery Net

The other RC-292 sntenuns was used to monitor the company

tactical nets, when needed.

d. An additionsl Tactical net (#2) (FM) was employed while
the Battalion(-) was ewsy from the Dong Ha Commemd Post.
Elements operating in the Cem Lo, the Dong Ha Combat Base,
snd Cua Viet River mouth areas, and the bridge seourity
position south of Dong Ha on Boute #1, wHiéh weve mot . .=
actually involved with the operation of the Battalion(-)
utilized this net inoorder to eliminate an overload of
traffic on the Battalion Teotical Net #l. The net was &3¥R
used by the S-1 operating in the field with the Battalionls)
far casualty reporting.

py v

& Byt : M
JI}tLng\ g“{.""’"}?
Wire Bl finoa i

a. For the most part, existing wire was used around the
Dong He perimeter with the exception of the defensive pos-
{tions maintained by India Compeny where additional wire

was reauired, SRERED
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3. BRadlo Relay '

g. No requirement existed for the employment of this
equipment during the month of Februery.

ks Power

8s The Third Engineer Battalion, at Dong Ha provided the
Battalion Headquarters with 24 hour power, throughout the
month of February.

)
L

B nsemnry
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- . SECTION VII
FIR “‘UP ORT COORDINATION

1. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a+. During the operstion conducted slong the coast from 3-5
Februedy, no observed or unobserved missions were requesteh
Naval Gunfire was used for H&I fires.

be Prom 15-17 Februsry, en operation was conducted south
of the Dong Ha TAOR. 175mm Guns, tenks, 155mm Howitzers,
end 107mm Howtars fired extensive prensrations, wmobgerved
fires, recon by fire, and H&I's., Two M109 155mm Howitzers
were displaced south, geversl thousand meters to maintein
supprort. These were augmented by two more e day later.
Illuminetion wes used for marking rowmds with good effect.

c. LVIHi6's were employed, by dlatoom, -several times in a
direct fire role, in supnort of Compeny M on the coast.

2. ARTIII.ERY BATTERIES IN SUPPORT
"w CAlphw' - _LVTH.£'Z 105t~ Direot Support

Alpha 1/40 105mm  General Support

Cherlie 1/40 105mm General Support

Kilo 4/12 155mm General Support snd
Temporary Direct Support

Charlie 2/26 175mm General Support

Alpha 2/9% 175mm  Generel Support Reinforcing

Bravo 2/9% 175mm  General Support Reinforcing

Whiskey 1/13 107mm Ceneral Support Reinforcing

3. ARMOR IN SUPPQRT

One platoon, Charlie Compeny, lst Tank Battalion, 90mm, in-
direct fire role, General Support.

4o NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT
ae Discussion

Naval Gunfire support for the 34 Bettalion, 4th Merines
during the search and clear operation conducted from 3-5
February coneisted of one shore fire control party from 34
Battelion, 172th Mariues and one Forest Sherman Class =~ ~* -
Destroyer. The ship was utilized 4n a direct summort role
however her services wer~ shared with a unit of 1st ANGLJC‘
which was 4n supnort of en ARVN gweép in adjacent aress.

No significent missions were fired during this operatione

b. Problem Ares

Two problem areas l1imiting the effectiveness of navel
gunfire in supvort of 33 Battalion, 4th Merines arose
during the period of this operations These were:

SBEE L LS CHIER
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(1) The flst festureless nature of the coesstline end
back shore in the area of operation made both radar end
visuel nevization extremely difficult for the fire support
ship. This prohblem wes enticipeated g2nd en attempt wes made
to compensate for 1t by the instsllation of o redar boaton
gt the mouth of the Cua Viet River. This sttempt wes un-=
successful. It is not certasin whether the reason for f=ilure
was due to lack of exverience oun the nart of the overator
or e material fsilure in the TPN-7, No operators familiar
with the TPN-7 were availasble. '

' (2) Tne second prohlem was one of coordination for the
entire night of 4 February, during which time 33 Battaslion,
Lth Morines was without commumnication with the fire
supnort ship. When commumicetion was reesteblished the ship
reported thet she had been reouested by the ANGLICO teem to
shift to the ANGLICO secondery frequencye. This happened '
while 3d Bezttslion, 4th Morines CP was moving into its
night time position and waes down on the Naval Gunfire nete
The ship epparentliyywas under the impression that &t wes
suprorting & coordinating operation and that each of the
ground uvnits knew what the other was doinge

Thig incident points out the necessity for insuring that
the ship is kept a2dvised of the situstion ashore and that
she understands the relation between units being supported.

Coe Ml SQLQH S]“!m!ﬁ 1‘!
Unobserved - 0
Observed -0
H&L -3
Total 3

do Ammunition Expended

sPsl 431umination - 20 rounds

Totel - 20 rounds

€e S n_Su
Neme Class Days in_ Suvport
U3SS MANLEY DD-931 3

MISSTONS FIRED BY ARTYII ERY

as Observed Fissions ~ 49
be Unobserved Missions - ..28
ce Totel H&I Missions = 1399
(1) HE - 1236 f
(2) ILL - 183 Ay
de Diresct Fire Missions -~ 6 T |

ih\.Li\ .

LY
2450
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NUMBER AND TYPE OF ARTILILERY BOUNDS FIRED

ee H&I Fires Totel -~ 3282

(1) HE « 2622
(2) 1IL ~ 360

be Obuerved and Unobserved ~ 1001

(1) .EB -~ 871
(2) 1ILL - '38
(3) we - 82
(%) HEPT - 7
(5) HC Smoke - 3

ce A totel of 4238 Artillery rowmds were fired in support
of 338 Battalicn, 4th Marines during the month of Februery.

Lt BEOTgEy
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1. Air operations during this period with the exception of Med
Evace were hompered duve to weather. Helicopters were used with
excellent results for all Med Evacs, 2s to time end efficiency.
Recon flights were reauested on a daily basis to reoonnoiter
ereas of respousibility to formulate pisns for new operations.
Troop 1ifts were limited due to weather.

2. Aerisl observation sircraft were utilized for artillery
spotting, reconnoitering areas to determine the more navigeblel .
routes snd in some cases to direct tracked vehicles in the pursull
of fleeing enemy. AO's also controlled fixed wing iu the
rreparation of landing zones.

3. Statistics:

2. Med Evacs: 12 sorties; 19 personnel

be Recon flights: 34 sortiesj 112 personnel
c. Troop Lifts: 22 sorties; 670 personnel
d. Fixed Wing/Gunships: 8 sorties

DECLASSIFIED
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v ! MEDICAL AFF4IRS

AR 8

l. Sigrificent Events: (On P Februery a Bettelion(=~) operstien ‘
wes leunched south elong the coast from the Cua Viet River %
inlend to include locsel villeges in the eress The BAS consisted
of the Bsttslion Surgeon, 1 HMC, 3 HM-1'g end 3 HM-3's. This
op-ration was concluded on 5 Februarye.
®n 15 February e Battalion(~) operation wes launched south-
west of Queng Tri. The BAS consisted of 1 HMC, 1 HM-1 end 1 HM-3.
This operation was concluded on 19 February.

2¢ Battle Caguslties:

KIA - §

DOW - 1

WIA ~ 92
Non-battle - 11

3¢ _Breventive Medicine: No particular preventive medicine
problems occurred on the first Battelion(=) operstion from 3-~35
February. On the second Battelion(-~) operation from 15-19
Februery, four heast exhaustion czses occurred in the first three
hours of marching. It wes noted that these ceses occurred on e
wet, cold day end were restricted to younger personnel in the
Bettelion. On the second Bettelion(-) operation, foot problems
threatened to become widespread, primarily becsuse of inclement
weather and operations conductred in pert through wet terrain.

Fly snd mésquito problems hesve countinued to be minimal but
with the end of the monsoon season will become problem aress.
Ret trapring 2nd polsoning continuves with moderate success.

b, C3¥1]1 Affeire: Freetment of Vietnamese civilisms hes cone-
tinved with excellent resultes at Com Io Bridge end the mouth of
the Cua Viet River. Treatment of Vietnamese civiliens has
started at the bridege on Highwey #1 north of Ousng Tri and has
progressed satisfactorilye

5. Recommendations: Battalion(~) operstions conducted during
the period of this report reves) that there is no substituvute for
physicel conditioning end careful foot cere. It is felt that
youmger members of the Battellion have felled to reelize the
import=mce of physicsl fitness es evidenced on the day march
experienced on the second operation. This Battslion has o
histery of careful ~ttention given to feet and 1t is felt thet
this policy paid dividends on ‘the secoid Bhttalion(s)-operstion.
Thysical fitness and good foot care continue es the more =~ - -
important items to be stressede Jt is 2150 recomended thet
personnel make full use of mosquito nets and inseot repellent
with the onset of warm weather.

6. Prohlem Arcost Moleria will be @ problem erea with the

ending of the monsoon seasons
UG es

—SECRET.
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: SECTION X
(CIVIL AFFATRS

ae Med Cap corpsmén of this commend conducted Med Cap for 423
civiliens, ot both Cem Lo, vicinity YD 148504, and the villeges
surromding the routh of the Cua Viet River, vicinity YD 344698,
Treatment was primarily for minor infection eud coldse
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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED LESSONS LEARNED
1. ITEM: Speciel Probing Device

2

ee Discuvssion: During 2 recent operation used of s probing
devite greatly enhanced the success, accounting for over 19
k1lled or captured VC 1n 2 three day veriod.

b. Becommendation: All troons in the sweeping force dbe
eaquipped with & prohing device. These devices may bhe nothimg
more then e sharpened sticke. However, the 1deal device is
made of metals, Of significant velue in this epproach ere
the thin metel rods foumd in the 105mm emmmition hoxes.
The esmall head is cut off end sharpened. The threaded end
of the rod is screwed into & plece of wood to form & handle.
ghis makes an excellent probe about three and o hslf feetb
ong.

gAs the sweep force moves through en inhabited area the
ground is probed with these devices. Specisl sttention
should be p=2id to the rice paddy dykes, heystacks and piles
of debris.

Experience has shown that in this area of operations %
the VC normally locate their tunnels and spider traps 1-2
feet below ground level.

ITEM: Use of "J" Hooks

oe Discussion: It has been noted that the VC, when locsted
in spider holes will destroy themselves rather then surren—-
der. 4dditionslly meny of the spider trap covers have booby-
trap devices attached to thems Vhen the cover is opened,

the VC will throw grenades from his hole end ettempt to
esogpe .

by Recommendation: To counter the possibility of casuelties
when uncovering e tunnel or spider trep entrence metal hooks
in the shepe of & "J" with en stteched cord or rope, 20-30
meters in length 4s used to remove the cover or door,

These hooks may 2lso be used to uncover possible booby-
trapred punji nits and to detonate other boobytranped
devices,

The bonding wire used to bind concertina wire is an
er¥cellent source of material for the "JI" hook.
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