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A, Organization Data:

3d Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment (~) (Rein)
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SECTION 1

3d Marine Division, FMF
1. Command Post ILocations: 4;
1 Lpril -~ YD 166636 |
2-5 April - YD 242598
Map: Vietnam: Series L7014: 1:50,000 CON THIEN, DONG HA AND 45,55

b

QUANG TRI, Sheet numbers 6342 I, 6344 1I, 6442 IV, and 6442 III, .
Period Covered: 1-5 April 1967
Commund and Staff:

as Commanding Officer - LtCol W, N, VEST
lixecutive Officer - Major H, J. FIEID, Jr,

S.-1 - Capt J, H, FLATHMAN i
$-2 -  MSgt J, CHAPMAN !
S-3 -~ M&jor I, J, FAIRBANKS

S-/, - 1stlt D, A, RICHWINE

Comm Officer - Capt F, J, BaSSO, Jr,

H&S Company - 2ndlt J, H, HATCHELL

"1" Company - Capt J, D, HARRILL

"KW Company - Capt J, M, MAHONEY

"L Company - Capt D, J, RYLN

"M Company - Capt R, D, JACKSON

Iverage strength for reporting period: USMC  USN

a. Officers 36 3
b. Enlisted 1016 "' 5371

j" tf g
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SECTION II

e e ot

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTR/ATION

1..

Has)

creomel.:
as  Number of replacements received: None
e Munber of personnel rotated: None
¢s Breakdown of personncl lost other than rotatdén:
(1) Transferred by Service Records:
USMC Officers - O
USMC Fnlisted - 3
USN - 0
(2) Death Non-batile: ©
(3) WIii: O KIA: 0 -DoW: 0

(4) Humonitarian transfer: ©

(5) Non-battle injuries: O

{6) Ttra Div/Regt transfor: 3 USMC Enlisted

& BR twips: 0 e
A
ki
.

{
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SECTION III

INTELLIGENCE

Enemy Situation at the Beginiing of the Period:

During this reporting period of Operation PRAIRIE III, the 3d Battlalior,
Morines, arcas of operation were the Cam Lo area, the Delta area of the
Viel River and Dong Ha Combat Base,

a. Can lo firea:
From the area surrounding Cam Lo, north to the DMZ, there was a
constant increase in enemy contacts and movement. During this period
onemy units, of estimated battalion size, were heavily armed with
oulomatic veapons, mortars and possibly 140mm rockets.,

be Belte of the Oua Viet River:

There was on increase in enemy movement along the coastal regions rad
ihe ares around the mouth of the Cua Viet River, NVA units werc
cstimated to ke of company size. Local guerrillas wvorking in platoor:
s8iz¢ unils were also active in this area,

ceo Dong lin Combat Base:

No enemy harassment encountered.

inemy incidenis during period:

See section 1V,
iotal Mnemy Losses for Period.
ade Casualties: 1 Detainee

be Individual Weapong: None

c¢e Eguipment: None
sSignificant Trends Durific Period: No Change
znomy. Situation at the ¥nd of the Period:

as Situation remains the same as at the bégimning of the period;
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SEGRET
SACTION AV

OPLRALIONS AND TRAINING

le During the period 1 fipril to 5 April 1967, the 34 Battalion, 4th Marines
conducted ore Battalion (~) size search and destroy operation,

Ze During this period there was negative training conducted. /11 units werc
deployed or ongaged in Fatrols and Rough Riders,

2¢  Command and Control.

i W e

2 On 2 4prild 3/4(-) CHOP to 3d Marine Division Forward,
be  On 3 ipril; 1st Platoon, Company D, 1/4, CHOF to 3/4.

¢e On /4 April, 34 Platoon, Company D, 1/4, CHOP to 3/4. 2nd and 3d
Fletoons, Company D, 1/4 and M/3/4, Co"I}. 3/, CHOP to 3/4

Ao a & Zpril M/3/4 CHOP 3/4, BLT 3/4 CHOP to CIF 79 and Commnd loss
UPCON 40 9th MAB. .
Lo Glose Combais

-

de b 0200H &5 Company M was departing CP for daylight patrol, spottod
(3) VG flecing into treeline. Company M pursued and epprehended ()
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SECTION V
L0GISTICS
Lo GENHRATL:

a., There were no major ¢Og18t10c1 problems encountered during this
vevorting period, Onc battalion () size operation was conductcd and the
wiits in the ficld wore resupplied via helicopters through LSA,

be. The Company at ile mouth of the Cua Viet continued to be resupplicd
by ICU boats. The rcinforced platoon at the Cam Lo Bridge wae resupplied
b motor convoy.

c. Some trouble was encountered in staging the battalion's gear for the
nove to Okinawa. The big probiem was & lack of forklifts, as many of thosc
eaiailable vere inoperative, However, excellent support from "A" Company,
3¢ Shore Party Battalion enabled this unit to Joad officiently.

e  Supply:
o, Supply support continued to be satisfactory during this period. lo Lk
. ma jor problbm were cncountered, BA 386!'s were the only crltlcallv shortl it S
y ihteh affected the battalion's combat readiness, o
‘ % ;.

vl Yisnsportatio

P )

? ce Part shorta.e for the MR74L1 (mule) and MA2241 (mite) have hamperc: v
* i rendiness of this units organic motor transports Vehicles sent for 33 ‘
mehelon Maintenance have Leen lost to this unit for upwerds of 3 months,

: b, IHolor transport support from 9th Motors for tactical and "housckec,ing¥
? rocuirements continued co be suffiiciont.
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COMMURICATIONS /:ND ELECTRONICS *?'@

1. Radio: ~*ﬁé
a. The Battalion continued operating the following radio nets:

lrea Defense -~ (IFM) .é?,

Div (FWD) Command (Covered civcuit on request only) - (¥M) b

Battalion TAC # 2 - (¥M)

be Supporting frms:

(1) TACP maintained (1) FM and (1) UHF not to fulfill their require-
ments,

(2) HST provided their own FM net while supporting the battalion (=)
opcrations.,

{3) friillery attachments provided two FM nets to satisfy their
reguiroments,

(4) CLC # 2 operating under our operational control was supplied s
the battalion with (1) AN/PRC~25 radio w/accessories, and ontevcd
the batlalion TuC # 2.

c¢e JIn adeition, a logistics nct was established between the battalion S-4
Dong Ha Romp and the USS Princeton, to facilitate embarkation.
. .“’..::(.T.O :

¢o 27 Field Telephones were invoiced to 1st Battalion, 4th Marines to help
satisfy their requirements wvhich occurred upon our relief'.

e

3o iladio Relay:

oo No regquircment cxisted for the employment of radio relay cguipment
during the first days of April, However, 4th Marine Regiment has
provided this Battalion with (2) AN/TRC - 27 and three radio relay

personnel for our use during our deployment,
ke Fover:
.+ as The 3d Engincer Battalion continued to provide this Headquarters with
2/, hour power during the First part of April,
VI-l Enclosure ( 1 )
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SECTION VII
FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION

1, Sienificant Evepts:

ae From 1 April to 2 Lpril, the operation north of Com Lo was continuad
end terminnted,

b, From 1 to 3 ALpril, India Battery, 3/12 and Mortar Battery, 1/12
arrived in Dong Ha from Khe Sanh and Ba Long for embarkation with BLT 3/4.

2. Lrtillery Batteries in Support:

{1pha IVIH - 6 105mm  Direct Support

Bravo 1/40 105mm  General Support

i1pha 2/94 175mm  General Support, Reinforcing o

Bravo 2/9%4 175mm  General Support, Reinforcing 4
Kilo L/12 155mm  General Support B

Foxlirot  1/12 105mm  General Support A

3. Neval Guufire Ships:

Hone

/o Mispions Fired end Rounds Expended:

o, Missions Firecd:

1, Obscrved: None
2. Unobserved: DNone v

b, H&I Rounds Fired: 40
ce Type and number of Rounds Firced:

HE - 40
P, T11, Other - O
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SUGIION VIIT
AIR SUPPORT DEFENSE

L. ‘lolicopters conducted resupply and med-cvac missions for thoe Battalion
ou L oond 2 Aprile The aerial obsorver aircraft were used for recon/navigation
ardd convoy rocory. Ground FAC mouitored Fixed Wing air strikes which vere
cortrolled by the Aerial Observer, Fixed wing were on stution for the convey.

2. Htatistics:

¢y Troop Lifts: 0

be Rosupply: 6 Sortios

Ce Hed-Evac: 1 Sortie ;
A, Fixod Wing: 14 Sortics |
s forial Observer Flights: 7 Sorties '
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SECTION XI
PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND IESSONS LEARNED

NONE

XI-1

Enclosure ( 1 )

SECRE (Vs 1 ey
(N I B

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

W) \\“ ddid A ‘ ‘ %
.A . ‘ ’

A
SECRET
CIVIL LFFLIRS
1. DNono

Xl Enclosure ( 1 )
SECRET

eRCRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
¢ ( {1/\? BT . ‘ ’
MDA AN A vk 4 M -
S.:CRET

SECTION IX

MEDICLL AFFLIRS

-

1 Therc were no major problems encountered during ihis reporting pericd.

5. Members of BAS werc in the field as part of the CP greup vhich returnoed
o R April,

3, Consunltics were miniunl and there were no major problems in medical
rasupply .

/. YPorgomiel on the sicklist being troated at the BLS Ward werc cithex
discharszoed to full duty or travsferred to permanent medical facilities,

5. 34 Battalion, 4th Marines BLS at Dong Hn was socured and Medical personael
Ladeevked on 5 Lpril 1967.
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3d Battalion, 4th Marines (~) (Rein)
3d Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force
FPO San Francisco, 96602

3/JML/abg
5750
02667

9 Mey 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commding Officer, Regimental Landing Team - 26

Al
Subj: Command Chronology for Period 5 ¥pril to 30 April 1967

Ref': (a) FMFPacO 5750.8
(b) Brig0d 5750.1B
(c) RegtO 5750.1

Bnels v/ (1) Third Battalion, Fourth M,rines Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a) through (e); b
enclosure (1) is submitted.

/

L ™
W. N. VEST
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1, Degigneiions

3¢ Battalion, Ath Morines

Executive Officer

S-1
S~2

8-3

Sl

Coma (fTicer

HéS Co
fl Ill CO
IIKII CO

ll]_,ll GO
" Co
2. loceltions:
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PART I

ORGANIZATION DATA

STAFF OFFICE

5.32 April 1967
13-30 April 1967
530 hpril 1967

5-18 April 1967
19-30 April 1967

512 April 1967
13-16 April 1967
1723 Lpril 1967
24~30 hpril 1967

511 April 1967
1230 April 1967

530 April 1967
SUBORDINATE UNIZS

5.11 hpril 1967
12-30 Lpril 1967

5211 hpril 1967
12-30 Lprid 1967

516 April 1967
17--30. April 1967

530 April 1967
530 April 1967

¢

Commandor
ItCol W, N, VEST

Maj H, J, FIEID, Jr,
Moj E, J. FAIRBANKS R

2nalt R, L, THOMPSON

MSgt J, CHAPMAN .
Capt C. G, HOILMAW b

Maj E. J, FAIRBANKS
Capt B, Jo CROVEILL
Capt J, M, MAHONEY
Maj J, M, LILLA

1stIt D, A, RICHWINE v
Capt E, 0, IFROY

Capt ¥, J. BASS0, Jr.

2ndlt J, H, ACHELL
Capt R, K, TOUNG

Capt Do Jo HARRILL
Copt He H, HIWKINS

Capt J, M, MLHOMEY
Capt Jo He FLATHMAN

Capt Dy Jo RYLN
Capt R, D, JLCKSON

ae 5~11 April 1967 enroute from RVE to Okinawa,

be 11-30 Lpril 1967 Camp Schwab, Okinawe.

3¢ lyerase Monthly Strength:

ae Officers:

be Inlisted:

USMC  USH

42 2
1125 47
I-1
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PART IT

NARRAT IVE SUMMARY

During the period 5-11 April 1967, the Battalion was enroute from RVN
to Okinawaes “he period 11-30 April 1967 the Batialion conducted rohabili-
tation tnd training on Okinawa.

Yo Tredning:
The Battalion conducted training at each unit level vithin the Battalion
vith emphasis placed on unit tactics and field work, Ezch Company within
the Battalion attended Counter Guerrilla Warfare School, Demolition/Iendmine
Werefare School, Jungle Lane Trapline end one (1) Compeny received Submarine
laid training, In addition, 109 NCO!'s atteided NCO School, 1 NCO Basic Ammo
Tech School, 5 Officers and 5 Enlisted attonded Emborkstion School, 4
Basic Infantry Weapons !Hepair School, 14 Vietnamese language School, 56
Ficld Wire fchool and 38 Field Radio School, '

The Battalion continued rchabilitation of equipment,
2e Xersomels

8¢ Nuaber, of roplacements received: 14 Officers - 282 Fnlisted -

L Enlisted USN,

b, Number of persomnel rotated, Q Officors -~ Q Fnlistod.

ce rersonnel accowiting continues to remain satisfactory,

d, Promotions: L Corporal - & Ience Corporals,

ce Poslal: Postal Sorvice continmes to remain satisfactory,

3¢ Comwuad Relations:

ae 3d Battalion, 4th Marincs opcon to CTG 7942, Command less opcon RLT-~26,

Lo Locisticss

2 licnorals
(1) Mo major logistical problems wore encountored during this
reporting period. The move of the Battalion from the Ropublic of Victnam
to (Ukincwa was effccted smoothly, largely duc to the tremonious support
recoived from "A" Coipany, Third Shore Party Battalion and 9th Motor
Transport Battalion in trensportivg and steging equipmont and supplies,

TI-1 ENCLOSURE ( 1 )
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(2) Movenent was made from tho Dong Ha loading romp to alloted
shipping via ICM and 10U boats,

(3) On Okinawa tho movement of troops and supplies from Yhite Beach
to Camp Schwab wag effected smoothly,

Do ,S.B}QQJXQ

(1) Overall supply support on Okinawa has been oxccllent. Third and
Fowrth fHchelon maintenance support has been perticulardy praise vorthy.
Critic..l items at the present time are limited to ¥82 geor -nd handsots for
the AF/PRC-25 radio. OCurront shortages of combut essential equipment include
1 mito, 2 mulos, 2 106 recoiloss rifles, ond 5 M60 machine guns.

ce ‘Irans 1. H

(1) Upon orrival on Okinawa wotor transport support was outstanding.
Tho Beitalion oncomnbored somc trovble in eleaning tho organic motor transport
vchicles before sending them to 3rd FSR because of inndequato stcam elcaning
cquipment,

(2) iaintenance support on the 3rd and Ath cchelon level hes been
sotisfuctory, However, a lack of parts still hampers sccond echolon meinte
encnce offorts on the Puttolion's organic motor vehicless

(3) Ono problem encountered has been a lack of small vehicles nceded
to mect training reguircsents and to make necessary visitetdon trips to the
brig und Lo the hospitals. Truck support for hauling curgo ond supnlics has
been sufficlent,

oe  Intelligonces i dy
g

o The Battalion intelligonce Officer received freguent and timdly.
briefings on the cnemy situation in RVN from G-2, 9th MiB.

112 FUCLOSURE (1)
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PART IIT

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Sequence of Evonts:

a, On 5 April 1967, BLT 3// boarded ships for movement to Okinswa.
Chop from Third Merine Division to CIF 79 and Command less opcon to 9th MAB,

bs On 11 April 1967, BLT 3/, arrived White Beach, Okinawae end debarked
for Camp Schwab, Okinawa, BLT 3/4 dissolved. Chop to CTG 79.2 Command less
opcon to RIT=26,

c. On 20 and 21 April 1967, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade conducted an
Administration and Material Ingpection of the Battzlion.

d. On 24 end 25 April 1967, the Battalion was issued the M-16 Rifle.
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