DECLASSIFIED

™
Y
p) HEADGULRTERS

3d Battalion, /th Marines

33 Marine Division, Fleet Marine F406 3 G 67 ’ .

¢/o FPO, San Francisco, 96602
- ‘ 3/IRB/and | |
i 5750 !
805067
SEP 22 1967

Fromt Commanding Officer
Tot Gormandant of the Marine Corps (A03D)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Gth Marine Reglment
(’/( Commanding General, 36 Marine Division, FIMF
{3} Commanding General, III MAF
() Comnanding Genfﬂ*al Floet Marine Force, Pacific

\.

Subj: Command Chronology .

Roft  (a) MGO 5750,2
m‘l MiPacd 5750,8
(e} DivO 5750,1,
(Q) Rezt0 23203

Frel: V(1) Command Chronology, sugust 1967

Tn ancordance muh the prov1smns of referencoes (a), (b), (c), end

1.
\
(@), encioswre (1) is subnitied.

e

" a.e: /wq/&iw! Pﬁf

ld‘.E R, BENLELL

i
I3
}4;

t

SEC HILEY
HEALDUARTLLS
3d Battalion, Ath Merires (Rein)
_GTo335
SEP 2 2 1957

I T BN . Gl W*rw

r(‘ ‘\‘r\

Downgraded at 3 year intervals,
Declassified after 12 yean.

DECLASSIFIED



SECTION

I
II
I1Z
v
v

XI
XIX

DECLASSIFIED

" TABIE OF GONTENTS

ORGLNIZATIONLL DLTi

Se] & PIRSONNEL LDIINISTRATION
THTELLIGENCE

OPTRLTIONS AN TRATHING
T.OGISTIOS

GOMMUNICATICNS LMD BLITRONICS

FIRE SUPFORT (CORDIN.LTION
i IR SUPPORT

MEDTICLYL [FELIRS

CIVIL LFRAIRS ?

PROBLENS FNCOURTFRED LESSONS Lil RNFD
DOCTMENTATION (1 copy only) i

‘Ao 0O 374 2Er to (U 9th Morinos of 6hugh? P
Subi: Defense of Con Thicn

2, 3/L4 OpOrder 1-67 of 16bugh7 (Defonsc of Con Thicn

5 }/ 3, 00 3/4 1ltr to CG, 3d MarDiv of 30.ugh?
AN P A R SRR -
L Subit Fire Support Boordination agoinst onony .
N artillory positions in and north of the f
Dz

he 3/4 THOR at Con Thicn

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

s S LS S

‘ Haﬂf‘%" RS
Q 3

L\ /‘:JJ‘\‘ L" l.;:.tw'. Ay ‘
ORGANIZATIONAL DATa
1. Dosignations/Locationg S i

8. 3d Batielion. (Rein), Jth Marines
b, OCon Thien, Quang Tri Province, Republic of South Vie‘bmm,
YD 135702

..........

2. Xariod Covered by Report. 1-31 Lugust 1967,

3o Bk essirpents
a. Comuending Officer 1~31 Lugust 1957 LtCol LEE R, BENDELL
Y. Nzocutive OFficer 131 buzust 1967 Maj C. ive BURSTOW
Go S 1-31 hugust 1957 23Lt L. R. THOMPSON
do S8 . 131 Lugvst 1967 2dLt C, J. WEST III ,
Co  Gn3 1-241 Lugost 1967 Maj J. Mo LILLL !
. 34 1-31 hHugust 1967 Capt Es O, LEROY
e C;:r;-nl, Q. 1231 Lugust 1967 Capt e L JLNSSEN
B. GG, ReSto i~d, lugust 1967 1stlt Co Ve LORD %
5.3 hugust 1957 Capt /v Le JLNSSEN %

1. $0, Co MIM 1=31 Lwgust 1957 Capt R, K. YOUNG

© iy 0D, Co WRW 1-31 Lugust 1967 Cept J. He FLLTHMLN
k, €0, Co HLM 422 Iugust 1957 Capt D, Jo RIULN
' %31 Lugust 1987 Capt Jo Dy Gi ;
1. GO, Co ™it 131 Lugust 1967 Capt Ca G, HOILMLN
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SEGTION I
S=1 and _Personnel sdminigtration

1+ Replacements Received

a. USMC Enlisted -~ 126
be USMC Officers « 2
¢, USN Enlisted 5
do USH Offizsrs = 0

H

2. Pergsomel ] Rotatecl

.......

8, USMC Bnlisted -~ 114
2

L. USMC Officers o~
30 OUihcr Porsonnel logses
zs iranafor by Scrivice Rocords
{3} USMC Friisghbed ~ 217
(2) VSN Enlisted = 1 '

b, Wounded in iction
(1) USMC Fnlisted =~ 38
(2) UZHGE OLPLacrs w 2
(2) USH Enlisted - 1

ta ¥aod dn botion. Too USME EFnlisled
de HMHmanitarian Transfer. One USMC Enlisted
¢. Norebattle Casualtics. Threo USMC Enlistod
f. 'ln‘rm D'*rlsion/Remmnntal Transfers.

\3, 11 Enlisted -+ 37

(2) Ube Officers = 1

(3) UGN Enlistecd = 2

Le Rest_and Relaxation. Ninoty-four RZR quotas wore received and filled,
~»1thovch this is adeguate, six more Okinawa quotas conld be utilized monthly.

5 avergee Monthly Strengih During Poriod

P2 e B L oy

a, USMC Fnlisted - 056
b, USHC Officers - 34

cs USN Enliistod « 52

d. USN Officers ~ —

6. Personnel Shortages

(1) cc ptain 0202 - 1

(2) Captain 0302 .

(3) Lap’mln 0402 - 1 . '

(4) 0302 « 9 | ENCLOSURE (1)
IT~1 ' iR
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PFC - 2531
PEG - 2;33 -
Cpl « 2811
Cpl o 2822 -
Cpl @ 2857 -~
Spt - 2867
rFC - 3237 -
F0 - G591

15tSgt - 9999 -

1
b4

0121 -
0141 -
0239 =
0341 =
G347 -
0231 -
CRLE o
2511 -
2511 =
529 ~
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#. Parsonnel administretion was carried out with some time delay
ane o B Giffieuldy in paintaining land line communication with the
Totuaitier reor of Doag Ha end tho time required to transit the route
#+m Topg B Lo Uon Thicn, Further, sinde the companies located outside

ber of Con Waisn vere aclively cormitted to combat operations,
3 was aveitable for acconplishing routine compony and bate

o LE
NASUPra GO,

L
cavbatie Division error porcentegn, the purcentogo was decreased to
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o deing Lhe cpdion,
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{ SECTION JI
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|

INTELLIGENCE

[ p b e e

1o Enemy Situation During the Period

8o Bnomy activity increased considerably during tho poriod. This
was cvidenced by increased ground activity and more froquont artillory
and porter cmployrmont,

b. Sporadie cnony artillery fire during tho first half of tho
poriod increased in intonsity as the month drew to a close. 4 total
of 156 rounds were fired at the Con Thicn perimcior on 28 Lugust.

Ce Enomy ground activity hos boon linited to the employicnt of
sl theoe to five man recconnaissance teans around Con Thien, apparently
doployed in a covnter reconnoissence screcn against fricndly units.
Intelidgons: inforimbion from highor ccheion indicates tho presence of .
Jarge enany forces in the aroa with the capability to react within 2/
hotirs,

d.  Thore were thres minc incidents during the month which involved
en anphiblovs tractor, a tank, and a bulldozer, additionally, mine
sweep toans wncovered soverel mines along route 561,

6;  One NV soldier rallicd to friendly forccs on 3 Lugust, This
vas lhe second occurrence in rocont wooks,

20 Loal Fneny Losses
ae Casunltics
{1} PVi KT\ (conf) « 1 '
(2) Detaineos -1
r (3) Chicu Hoi ~1
be Tovipment
(1) AK-L7 assault rifl -1
(2) Chi Con grenades (dostroyed) : - 10 .
(3; Chi Con Di~10 Dircetional Claymoro (destroycd) « 1 e
(1) INT w/blasting caps , ~ 3 41b blocks o
(5) XK=50 (PPSN) Drum Magazine -1
(6§ Syringe and caso. -1
(7) Lssorted ampoulos , - 22
(8) Plastic gauso gas masks (destroyod) -2
(9) iissorted sized bunkers (dost-royod) ~ 198 . !
i
t

3
T4
- 5
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SICTION IV

OPERATION AND_TRAINING

1. Tho following training was condugtod by 3d Battalion, 4th Marines
during the period 1-31 fugust 1967. “Throughout this poriod the Battalion
vas engaged in constant patrolling.

UNIT SUBTEGR NUMBER_OF' HOURS
HSCo FAM firing of M-16 17
: Cere and cleaning of M-16 9
TFirst &1id apd personal sanitetion
and hygionc 4
FDO procedures 4 ,
81%s gun drili 15 i)
106's gun drill 30 o
Go ®IN WM firing of M-16 15 .
Care and cleaning of M~-16 10 L
First £3id end personal sanitation
and hygionc 4 '
Co "I FIM firing all organic weapons 5 :
O procedures 30 L
LGk
Co VLY FiM firing individual weapons 4
Starlight Scope 1 :
Infrared scope 1
Toctical training tips 1 '
Co "t Funtioning and maintenance of M~15 L '
Cave and cleaning of M-16 30
Protective noet 1 \
Sanitation & Hygiene 4 !
First .4 4 3
Scouting and patrolling 2
iimbush techniquos 2
Techniques of rifle firo 3
Eamloyment of 1%=79 in defonse 1

2, In addition to the above, sll individual Marines fired their weapon
for "zero", prior to assigment to & unit in the ficld,

3, 411 roplacorents wero given indoctrination lectures prior to joining
thoir units by the Camwnnding Officer, Executive Officer, Sergeant Majer
and Chanlain, ST ey -
. RIE R RV AR TR

F N R T PR !

L« Corpand and Control DAL B

s = o

a. On 12 Jwgust 1967, Co "K! 3/9 choppod to 3/4
Co "L'.2/4 choppod Srom 3/t to 3/9

B YVl
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be On 14 hugust 1957, Co ML 3/}, ¢ho pod fron 3/9 to 3/4
Co "I" 3/ chopped from 3/J, to 3/9

ce On 16 Lugust 1967, Co #1 3/4 chopped from 3/9 to 3/4
Co "KM 37/, choppod fron 3/} o 3/9

de On 18 Ixugust 1967, Co "KM 3/4 ChOppOd fron 3/9 o 3/4
Co Mt 3/), chopped fron 3/4 to 3/9

e. On 18 iuzust 1967, Co M 3/} choppod fron 3/9 to 3/4
Co "KM 3/G chopped fron 3/4 to 3/9

5, Ciosce Conbate During the month of Lugust 3d Battalion, Jth Marincs
was hoadguartered at Con Thicne The perineter was dofondod by one heavily
roinTereed rifle coupany. Reinforcing units worc onc platoon of tanks
from 2C Tank Boag oné platoen of (mtos o 3d AT By, tuio M-42 twin A0rm
foom 4,/4500 hrby (U8 Jemy), ond theoe quad ¢50 cal machine guns fron
1/654) Lty (U3 Lany)e  Babtery rpt 2/12 and Mortar Battery 5/12 provided
getas ey support along wibb 24 Bn, 94%h Jaty (US leeryy) from Camp Carroll
and “os 0% How Btry from Cam Lo who provided long rango counter battery
firci. Uin roweining coupanlos conducted extensive scarch and dos troy
cpotations bheoughowt the ThOR, (Seo - 3 /4 ThOK overley)e & road sweep
of 1o 561 south to link wp with the Can Lo swecps coming north was
contuciel daily. Throe amphiblan tractors, provided by st inTrac Bate
talion, provided an snvaivable assot for trangporting resupply to the
+iving coppenien and providing a canability for repld roinforconents
oo’ bo defonge ordor inciuding defensivo fire plan and covnter at-
sock vian woe publishede (802 supponting Joounonts)e Continuous dre
provenent of tho dofensivo position was emphasizod and with the intro-
duotion of the dyornrker project, sonsidorable progross was achievade

thuze Go M 0Lt and "T" conducted scarch and destroy operations in
grid squares 0969, 0970 and 1070 with nomtive contacts 4Lt 0915H co-
ordinntes 130657 the read sucep was fircd upon by a rccolless rifle fron
127657, Thirc Fistoon Co "K' and the tanks roturncd fires Two air strikos
wore run on ebove cnordinatoss No furbher eneny activity was obacrved.
it 1i00H while returning to Con Thicn the road swoep, at 130557, was fired
vpon with 82m nortars. The rounds foll epproximntely 400 neters to tho
southcaste -0 on station was wable to locote the enoifys 411 compenics
conducted nisht anbushes. Ne gative contacts

2ivg, A1l compandss continued soarch end destroy operaticns in above
grid squarese CO 3/4, with a small tactical cormand group joined Co ny
at 1328H at coordinatos 093703. i three cormany sweep of grid squercs
1171, 1172, 1271, and 1272 was plannod for the following day but at 2230H
a ;essane was reeeived fron 0O 9th Marincs sotting forth the following
1initations. Madvance no further north than 105717 Sdvance along the
road ray co es far as 114712, Unite rust thon roturn to thoir prosent
positionse”

3Lug. Ourtailod oporations consisted of Co "' and Bn Command group
swooping to 168719 across north front of Con ~ntocte
4 0930H at coordinatcs 096708 Co nIt recel 4 T ¢ ‘(’ ) .5
firc and 2 rounds of 60 nortar firc., Ros 1 ©SM0 v
WL. (1 nedovac). Fire appoared to comc from vieir

At ty 005712 MhnSer ty
coro ENCLOSURY (1)'
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nission was fired on this grid. At 1010H Co "LY, at 112705, recelved 7 ;
rowds of friendly 8lmn norter fire. Results: 1 USMC WIA (non-evac)e

At 13254, units established defensive positions as follows; Co uIr 094705,

Co “L# 095700, and Co "M! with Bn. comrand group at 101706. A% 1/00H, K-3

&t coordinates 126655, found four NVA bedies in a grave. NVh dead approxi- i
retely 1 nonthe Ld 1450H an NVAL surrendered at the northern sector of the

perincter, Ln interpreter and PayOps toan wos roguested from 9th Marines.

Lt 15L0H Co "M" found and destroyed 1 ereny harboring bunker. Lt 1540H,

Co "L" at coordinstes 101706 found 3 harbering bunkers which they destroyeds

L% VFOOH, TUH inforned the £-2 Chief that thore was a nortar position on

hill 28 at 115733. 4n arty nission was fired on this grid, i1l conpenies

contuited pisht wibushas with negative contact.

R

timg, bt 0945H, K-2 ot coordinatos 129886, found 1 NV body in gravo.
NVi ¢34d arpromimately 1 month, At 1015H, Co "L" commenced a sweop fron
113734 o 108706, Negative contact, 4t 10381 M-2 at coordinates 102692,
found i festroved 1 harboring bunker, &t 1130H M~2 sighted 3 NVL orid
6053, Lty mission ealled, rovnds on terget. Three NV KI. (prob)e it
11351 th2 Pu, Crmd group roturned to Con Thion and conpanics cstablished de-
fonsiv: positiens as follewss Co "I 092714, Co "L 31871/, and Co "MM
CU350Y, Lt 1202F 12 found harboring bunkers ab 097691 and 096633, FPunk~
crg dastresed. Lt L2304 M-2 at coordincotes 098673 found and destroyod 3
haebmring tunkers. 4% cocrdinetes 099711, I-3, found a grave with 1 NVa
balr, dead soveral days. ALt 1250H, I-3, at cocrdinates 095710 found and
dostreyed 1 harbnring bunker. 4t 2450H Co "iM commoencod sweop of grid
squares 4370 and 1370 as directed by CO Gth larinos, Indications viore

that an Ve radio was owrating in that areas Nozative resulis,

5hag, Lt 0725H, K-l, deperted on a road swoep. 4Lt 0745H, Con Thiem
rocoivai 12 rounds of &5mm arty fron 104775, Rosultsy; 1 USMC WL., Lt
0751H Co "IN condnectod a sweop fron 104705, 4t 0312H Con Thion receivod
8 nore recunds of 85rn arty from 105798, Roturncd fire with 105qm artillerya
Results unlnown. 6 0830H, received 8 more rounds 85rm artillory., Ro~-
turncd firo with £ixod wing with unknrwn results. Lt 1003H, K-l roturncd '
fron the roed swoep to 1156697, Co "LM continved its swoep, Lt 1200H
engincers blow a 4.2HT point detonating round. 4% 1500H, Ce "M", while on
sucep at 107686, discovered a Russian type gronade booby-troppud dn irdil,
Dostroyed by cngincora, &t 15101, Co " disc~vered anothor booby-tropped
Russian tvpe gronade wbich was alse blown in placee The rcaninder of tho
day, conpaunios "It, "L' and WN' continued te eonduet day timo swoops with
negetive eontact, while Go "K¥ romained in tho porimcter dofonso. 4t 210CH,
I-3b, while on ligtoning post et 094702 sighted 3 to 4 figurcs 50-75 motors
soatheast of listoning post, Firod 15 vounds of snell arns. Results Unknowhe

bhug, 4t 05304 Co M 2D, while in a night tino position a* 117688,
hoard four peopie walking towerd thojr position, M-2D waitod until pecplo
vore within 25 neters and oponed firc with small ~ine and gronsdos and withe
drcw from the arca after condueting a swcep with nogative rosults. 4t 0610H
Cols"Lit, M, and "I' began swoops from nigh’ tiie positions. 4Lt 1013H;

Co "M located a shelter e-nstrucicd ~f logs, boards end dirt. It was
locatod within a burned village. The sholter was blown with C-~4. At 1245H,
Co "M" found five bunkers aprroximately 4ix4 x5! ot YD 116685, Bunkers had
not beon used rocently. 411 bunkers were destr 7 Lamnitum. ! D2gan

AMN@MSSHF Jel IV-3
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rwerping to 093083, Co "L' began a sweep to 110562 and Co "M' begzan

a owoep to 121689, No centact was mads. At 17004, all units had completed
day wime activibies. &11 units ectakiished night time ambuel with negative
corsact s

ming, At 0249H, Con Thien recsived 2 rounds of incoming gomm arty
aaknewm bosition. OF g were alerted. Between CCOOH and 0530H,
ST, MM and M depected for dav tine sweeps. At C850H; -2 on
road sween cpothied bunker at XD 125552, K2 fired three rourds of 4Cmn
Syl he bunmier, &b 0923F Co FEY located five 12'x12! hubs constructed of
3 $vh. ALY tube wers destroved, At 0925H, I-~3 located one

Y 2t ID 105605, The bunker was destroved. At 1.OOOH, Co

. 1A srtitent mine, U.S. mde, at VD 113675. The mine was
3 tmoazht to the wear, At 13001 So MMM found five bunkers at
ywars Aikd e, dwo were 232°x3Y, and one was 4ix7ix10t, A1l
ate b T120H, L-2 wpokbnd cne NVA with a pack and car-

1 Al .
e Qe A1

L2 cperned wp wibh small exmze The NVA did not return
wes with nogative reswits. At 19501, CGelg "IN, WL, &
condimet geourity vateols and night time embuches, At
v & uignt biss ambush siie at 107686, cobserved nove-
te Sl amies fire wag placed on tho movement and the
-t Lipht with negatise results, At 21008, Co "L¥, while
vt Lire amboch vo, ab 0955686 was taken under fire by small ermse
Tosion was cobled fn with good woverage, Resuwlits from small arms

bl

B KA end one UENS WIS, Fnemy cosralties were unknowms Al
. v . . . . .
aeved to thedir OF's to condnet night time activities, &t 2045H,

T5 o 150950, hacrd rovamend to their fronts Whon a trip flere was setb

oif, 2 fwag rrersde wos throwne Resulls were unknoum. At 21154, I~1 re-
por ted hearing noises 10 to 20 meters in front of their position and fired
20 yenevds of smell evms Tire with ne-ative resvlits, Units continued nizht

tire antivities with rogative contact.

Chvme A3l units to remain in present position and conduct local
gocuritv peircle with heevs BT firing in northern scetor of TACR, A%
033CH, Co "M found one 12'x5'xb' storase hut and tools at 120688, it and -
tools wora déstroyed. Lt L720H, Co MY establighed a defensive position
at 159600, Co WL cstablished a defenslve position at 130590, end Co "I
estebirshed a defensive position at 122689, Co "K' continved prasent
plegicne Cols “IH, “LW & ®I conducied Jocal seourity patrols. At 2020H,
I~1 at 111498, obscrved rovement to thoir front and fired approwimately
20 renads small erms with negative resulls. At 2300H, all vnits established
niprt wcbusres, At 2350H, K-2 LP spotled two {igures west of their position
at 122009, fired Q rownds small arms and 3 xoindsg Gum HE, Resuwlts unknown.

9ug. At 0500H, vnits directed to conduct nisht time activitiss .
and Coy time patrols. £% C940H Con Thich received six rounds of incoming
1z2mn from 103807, Called arty end fixod wing, A% 1305H, Co "IN dencrted
for their night time position 104633 end at 1330, Co "L" departed for their
nisht time position 130390, At 1810H, J~3 OF obgerved onc fiurc arwed and
in black vajanas ab 105683, 1.3 oponed fire with swall arms, Individuel
started ruining north, I~3 scerched avea with negative results S

2110H, I~3 LP heard movemont to their north e £ 13, sults *
untnoim,  All units continued nizht time actid ntact,

e e
URGCLASSIFIZD a
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&A 0’71.00 WM" Jocated 5 village huts 1434593, one skeleton,
R 1o bo 7-8 months old, All huts were destroyed. At 0815H Co "It
" " located seven sand bage at 130690 containing 175 vounds of rice. Also lo-
/. cated a uniform of black pajamass At 1155H, Co "I" and Co "L" began conducte
"+ ing sueepse Oo "I"'s position 137592 and Co "L"'s position 142692, Co "I"
got in blockiny position 142596, At 1325H, the BC scope spotted four indivie
duals in e rice paddy at 184706, Two spobtter rounds were fired prior to an AO
. repcvt that persons mey be Priendly civilians. At 1420H, Co's uge, oL &
.-+ were all moving on sweeps from 142692, At 1400H, Co "™M" located four huts
4 10'x10'x81 crnstructed of bamboo and straw; not recently used, Huts were

A / destroyed. At 1600H, Co "I", while on a sweep, located four houses, one

bunkar and tlwee documents at grid 1270, Houses and bunkers were destroyed

"~ b and docvments were sent bo the rear, Also at 1600H, Co "L" located seven

large huts and nine swall huts. These huts had been partially torn dowme.
A1l his wevs destroyeG. By 2030H, all units were in their nizht time posi=
tions, Ni~lit time activities resulted in negative contacte

118uge ALl units began sweaps/security activities prior to 0800H, At
133CH, Co "M found fowr neavily reinforeed bunkers approximately 3'x6! at
093692, nene of which hud besn used reocntly. &Y 1755H, Co's "L, "M, & WKV
had ccupieted day time activities and began moving to night time positions.
Each of thoge units set in night ambushes, Heavy H&I's were fired throughoib
the right, AL 2050H, while noving to a night time position, M~1B received
small exng Tire, Fire was roturned with small arms, ¥-79, Silmm and arty
missicn, Resulbs unknowm. One squad of Co "M" recelved small arms, at
205081, vhile on patrol in vieinity of 107685, Con Thien received 10 rounds
of &5mm 21tillery at 2322, Artillery fire was returned, '

1zhng. Upon return of their nizht tine ambushes, Co's "IM & "M" began

conducting losal dey tine gecurlty patrolse Co "I''s O 118690 and Co "M'"ls
CP 112688, Con Trien received one roun’ of artillery at 1245H. Unable to
deternina crigin, Co "IN moved to Donz Ha and then to Cam Lo for rest and
an oppcraunity to obtain porgoral gears Co 1K"-3/9 arrived Con Thien to rew

© main until all commanies rotation completed, 3// companies at Cam Lo under
OpSon 3/9 dwring rotation, AL 2000H, Con Thien received thirty-seven rounds
of &5mm arty, Returped fire by arty, At 2150H, a figure moviny east to west
vas glohited by ssaref\lisht., Called for 8lmn mortar fire. Resvlts unknown.
Sweep to hapon at first. lisht, At 2215H, E~2 observed a figure moving outsgide
the perimeter, Co "K" fired an M-79 and an 81mm mortar concentration. Results
unknown, Swoep to bogan at first light., At 2255H a prober tried to enter
the 1lince and sob off a trip flare. IHo ves brouzht under fire with MN=79's
and small arins. First Iight scarch rosulted in a negative report.

138ug, At OS00H, Co's "MM-3/4 & "K"-3/ sueyd arca of previeus nights
contacts with negative resulis. At 0852H, K-2~3/9 dlscevered one 60 basge
plato, At 10204, Con Thien raceived £ive younds of 85mn arty from 0956774
11 rounds landed oast of perimotore Returned fire with avty mission. Cn
MM found and destroyod three bunkevs at 097687 at 0900H, Cen Thien recsived
- four incoming 85mm rounds at J050H, AllL rounds landed ouiside perimeter,
Returnod fire with arty mission. At 1430H Co "K".-.3/9 located and destroycd
booby trappsd illumination cennister at coordinates 1205990, &t 2025H; vhile
sotting into night tinc position, Co "IM roceived small amrs fire. Returasd
gnoll arms Tire and one individuvel was observed to fall. Co "1" c2lled in
60m morter and an arty mission, Resulbs unknowm, At 2055H, while’lin a
nisht time position, Co WIY observed frur VA walking north from L g
3 - e J( e
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position of activity, at 2025H, Small arms, claymores, and arty were fired.
Rosults unknovm. At 2230H, Co "I" received small arms fire. Returned small
arvs fire along with 60mm mortars and arty nission. At 22/4H, Co "I! received
emall arms £ire and what appeared to be M=79 fire at coordinates from 101716
to 102715, Fired 60mm and $lwm mortars. Results unknown. At 2310H, Co "KM
callod for &lmm mortar concentration on two figures sighted in front of lines.
Resvlts unknown, A sweop was planned for first light of tho area where contact
was rado, Other night time activities resulied in negative contact.

1Lhug, At O454H, a trip flero was ignited in Co "™M"!'s position., Co up
opsrcd fire with small arms and an 179, Results wknovn, &Lt first light a
gwoern wag conducted of tho eroca where contact was made during the night with
negativo roesults. The swocp coverod fron 101716 to 102715, Lt 1000H, Co "MM
sct vp a blosking forec at 094709 with the main foree at 087700, Co "IM yas
in their duv bime position at 119590, At 1025H, Co YM" destroycd a 5001b dud,
in ploce, at 097703, Co "M® swspt from 094709 and Co uIN gyopt grid 1168,
Co FL¥ pohuencd from Cam Loy Co "IY to Cam Lo, ALt 1700H &1l units had core
pleted dav tims activitics with negativo contact and woro proparing for nizht
timc artivitics, Might ime activities had nogative contact.

15laze  Scheduled day time activitios includéd 306 "K"3/9 siicop from’
091429 o 1305630 and a fo "H" swocp to 110690, Lt 0900H, Co "L" located six
freshiy Aug mraves, grass huts, two bunkers 41x10'x),! and onc Vi body which
appeered te have been killed by an explosion, at 117682, Lt 11201, Con
Thicn-rocoived -inconing 85mm morvar- fire, and rotvrnoed-.fire vith arty. ot
153254, Con Thion Tocoivid twd rounds g5rm artyJWhich-fdéu}tcdfiﬁ'onoiWI&’Tv“‘
(nbriwcvas) and onc disablod amphibion trectors At 1657H, Cén Thion rocciyed
b wams Pends SEma artillery,  Condrd) suppert arty was eallod. ot 1850H,
o ninc.was detoneted while sweepieg a. minc ficld arithiy the poringtor yosultey
ing in onc KILi and onc WIA(ovac§ionginocr-pérsonnol,-.Lt‘1990H,_Co!s,“Mﬂ,&A-
"X".3/9 ostablished night timo dofonsive positions and-Co "L" bogan night -
tinc pateols. MNight time activitics rcsulted-in ncgative contecta.. oo

16hug. The dey's activitics inclvded & swoep by Co "M and a rolief of
Co "K" by Co "L" on thc Con Thicvn porimotore Co "IM roturncd from Cam Loj
Co "K" to Cam Lo, OCo "MM rcceived 10 rounds of 155mm arty et 092679 from
an vnknoun sourcc, Co "M® took cover, and called for a chuck fire, Onc
non-hostilc casualty occurred. <t 1302H, j«5 poople worc spottod £rom: 092685
to 091675, crmod with autorntic weapons, srty:end.60mm mprtars woerc firod
in this erce with nogative rosvlts. Jt 1520H, Co "M" found and dostroyed- 12
bunkers aprroximstoly 4'x4 x4l at 101678, > Scven of thosc: hed boon oceupded -
rocently, Co "I¥ at 112691, and Co "MP at 116609, .. Night timoe gbmushis from
these positions rosulted in nogotivo, contagte. . o v w o - R

17.ug, Lt 0935H, Co "I' loceted and destroyed o bunker with two ovorhoad
huts containing assorted clothing. Co "IM also locetod two bunkers with @ -
assortecd trousers, scven cooking pots,- onc:U.S. Bxtool, and:.pnc U,S. helmet.
A1l bunkers wore located in vieinity 125693, 4t 1231H, Con Thicn rucoived
four rounds incoming arty rcsuliing in tyo WLi(med-cvac)s »Roturmed fire with
arty. &t 1615H, Con Thicn wes visitod by Colenol;DiVIS, G2 3diMarDiv, and.
Coloncl JERUE, CO, 9th lorino Regimente. &t 2700H, Co "IM at 129688.and Co-
"I at 129689, worc propering nizht time positionse:db, 18151 six NUa wero
spotted in yicinity 135785, and 15, NVis spobtod in. 14id4ebyy S ideti ok
G/S ortdllery (175mm) was f£irod on: 144643 end,05mbier Sraafls:
Roungs..on: targots - Resulbs: unknoys . Mighintdpe cvidyl iee

-
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18hug, Pricr to 0830H, units sont out smoll unit swocps/potrols. A4t
0830H, OP #1 Con Thion obsorvod four vchicles moving et 109758, arty was
callod in with nogative rosvlts, ot 09106, K-3-3/9 locatod e frosh sot of
wagon t¥ecks and o frosh grave containing ono mele body et 138598, ..t 0945H,
3d Engincer Bn, detonatod a mino whilc cleering o Con Thion ming ficld, ro-
sulting in ono XIL. end thrcc WIL's, 4t 1010H 1-3 loc:uod and Gestroyed &
bunker 3'x5's6! at 125694, At 11150 K-283-3/9 discoverod and dusiroycd threo
bunkcers 3'x6 51 at 144698. Lt 1200H, Co MZNL3// roturncd o Con Thicng
Co M" to Casi Los &t 15304, all units occupicd night timc positions, Iiight
tirnc activitics rosulicd in wegotive contact,

19hug, At 0800H, Co MKW-3// bogen conducting a swoop to 094684, Co "IN e
bogan o sucop to 100693, Lt 1030H k-1 locadd o 6'x6'x3! bunker at 100591 o
and dostroyod it with C=4, &Lt 1040 Con Thicn xccoived six rounds of in- ‘
corinz cxly. The 40 on station callcd an erty rmission on thoe cncmys At
10507 K-%-3/9 locatcd o 5'x5'x4) bunker at 099694 end dostroycd it with C-Z,
At 17351 and again ot 1835H, arty hit approximetcly 200 poters nort: of
Con Thicue. 4% L900H, units wero preporing nisht tine positions. Nizht
activitics rcsultcd in negative contoet,

cChur, By 0845H, ell nisht time activitios had roturncd to thuir CP's,
By 1115H, waits woro located es follows; Co "I-3/4 119590, Co UK"a3/
090475, Co WK".3/9 115693, Co HI10.3/4 romainod in the Con Thicn dofonsive
position. ALt 1120H, Co ¥I' cstablished a blocking position ;jrotoeting the
convoy position at Con Thicn, At 1120H, Co "M"=3// roturncd chopped to Con -
Thich compileting the rosation cyele as Co "K"-3/9 roturncd to its poront R
orgonization at Cam Lo, st 1155H, Co M discovored a booby-trapped chimoso o
corrmunist gronade end a booby—treppud 105mm round, Both were destroycd in W
placc. By 16004, all wnits woro in their nigat tirmc positions, Night T
time activitics rosuvlted in ncgative contict.

2thug, Cols "KM & "M% yore dircetod to sweop south and cross LOD ;
(117575 to 116685) at 0900H swconing wost; dotedt end mark all fortifications ek
Co "I (=) (roin) with comrand ~roup to move on ordor in iR
trace of Cols "K" & "' and dostroy all cucny fortificetions and sheltcrs.
At 0900H, Co's K" & MM moved out on linc from LOD, At 09455, Co "M!' locatod
five greveos with badly decaycd bodicse Graves wore parked for further :
inspuction. At 1000H, Co "K* locatod four ChiCom grenades not booby~—trappods
Gronades wore markod and loft in placce At 1025H, Co Mi" located five VA L,
bodies in a tronch, Bodios appoared to by about 74 months old. At 1045H, ?
an AnTrac dotonatod an AT ninc resulting in 17 WIA(med-ovac). Bunker dostruce’
tion wes continucd, At 2000H, all units woro in night time positions with
instructions to bo proparcd to support 2/9 if nccossary, Units roported
locating and destroying a totel of 39 bunkors during the day's swoop. 41l
units conductod nicht time activities with ncgetive contect,

end shelters,

22Bug, At O0800H, Co "K' moved from 109627 and Co "M" movcd fronm 111682 |
to swoop westward within assigned area., Co "IM romained in its night tinc z
position, At 1245H, Co "M" spottcd throc NVA about 100 mcters to thoir
right front at coordinatos 101683, The oncry worc taken undor firo with
small arns and N-79 firc., Results ncgativo. Also at 1245H, Co "M'" firod
on throc NVA flocing wostwand, with nogative rosults. At 1510H, Co "M"
moved indo thoir night timo position at 093685, Thoy reportod that they
had discovored and scarched a total of 37 bunkersg g their sypor
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DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

: PRSI
gt A
et

liost of these bunkers showed ho sign of recent use, Also discovered wore
twolve 8lmn duds, & 105mm dud end a LAAW dud, All bunkers and duds vere
destroyod with C=4, At 1945H, Co "K" took 2 NVA under fire with small erms.
Rosults nopative. &4t 2030H, OP-2 obscrved considerable eneiy noveuent in
grig 0669. Arty ves called throughout the nizht, ALl units conducted night
tine activities with nogative rosulis.

230ug, Co "K" directod to conduet a sweep and occupy a blocking position
sonthwest of Con Thion, as Co "' conducted a swocp conploting destruction
of bunkors discovercd the previous day., Co WI' o conduct platoon size
potrois. 411 vnits moved out by 0800H, &t 0840H, Co "I discovered ono
vorin ags 23 to 30, possibly sufforing fron melnutrition, Co I called
for an interprotor for interrogation of the woman, (Woman later cvacuatod
to Can Lo.) &t 0930H, Co WK% observed two porsonncl at 120684 noving south-
ces’s o idzeline and called in erty with good coverage. ot 1O045H, Co uy
dinoovorsd throe Vietnazose huts with tunncled bunkers. Punkers werc scarched
with noaative resultse During morning sweep, Co "M' located and destroycad
tielive burkors, onc Slrm dud end one 2501b bomb dud, 4t 13154, all units
LaG enoimleted day tinms ewcops/patrols and were occupying night timo positions
as follaus: Co "K' 118890, Co MM 118690, and Co "IV 118639, at 1620H Con
Thien roscived scven rounds of 85mm arty and roturned firo with tanks and artye
Lt 1720H, Con Thicn received five more rounds incening 85ma and roturnod {iro
vith wanis end arty. Bettery "DY, 2/12, returned 90 rownds of fire. Night
{ire activitics resulted in nogative contacte.

e e e e

24iwg.  Frag Ocder for 244ugh7 dircctod Co "M' to maintoin its prosont
position Ly 1600H, and Co 1% {o conduct proscribed platoon sizo patrols
and return to position by 1600H, .t 0745H, Enginoers on road sweop dis-
covered and desiroycd in plaeca, a:20 1b antitank mino at 127638, 4t 0910H,
Co "K' located and destroyed two 250Lb bombs at 110680, 4gain et 1100H,
Go "K' lccated and destroyed threc-8lmn norter rounds et 094682, at 12200, .
Co #I1 loceted onc bunker 6':3'x3', Destroyed Ly EOD tean, Co WK" dlscoverod
1/, rorc bunkers at 105685 with average dincnsions of 8'x5':3' ané destroyod
all ovorhcads. b 1500H, Co "IN discovered and destroyed six bunkors 63x8'x4!
at 111684, Thc Frag Qder for 25, 26,and 27%.ug providod for dey tinc swoops
of tho ontirc TLOR (a360°.circle‘of-Con Thion) with two-conpany porincter
defensos at night,  Faxirmum vsc of norter and arty for proparation and rccon
by fire wes oncouraged.  Fight timo activitios rosulted in nogative contact.

Y
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25.uz. 4t OS00H, Cot's "IM & "K' had noved out in accordance wvith CO's
25,ugl7 Frag Ordor, behind prop fires, At 0915H, Co "IM locatod and dostroyed
a bunker at 003683, 4t 1026H, CO 3/4 nodificd frag order rcealling Co's
U & YK" to provious nizht tinc positicns and holding gctivitics for 26 and
27hugb7 in abeyance at roquest of CO 9th Marino Rogimente 4t LO45H, Co MIM
located and dostroyod ono large 20'x8'x8' bunker at 095695, 4Lt 1132H,
Reginunt notificd 3/4 to onsurce troops wero west of zrid linc 10 from 260300H
augd? o 260900Hivgb7. ot 1130H, Co WKH fircd on two NV. in e three linc at
0967056 and saw ono man fall, .rty was called. again at 1150H, 2 NV. were
taken under fire by Co "KW and tank and arty firec was called. Swocps of
the croa discloscé nogative resulbs. «ob 1500H, 122 rounds of 105mi erty woro
fired on known chony rockot positions of 135785. Two socondary explosions
were obsorved, By 1627H, all units wero in thoir night tine positions. 411
units conducted night time activitics. ™ .4t 2310H, Co LVl typ S
hit the ~round when erce wes illuninated, Sneil arffs \@re R e noifative
rosults, V-8 u ' ol
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26hug, ot 0750H, Enginccrs locatcd and destroyod ono M-19 LT rinc at
126586, it O800H, Co "IM bogan platoon sizo patrols and Co "KM a conpony
patrol as dirceted in 26&ug6’7 Frag Ordor. 4t 1100H, Co "K" discovercd a
tunncl 6' long 2! wide erd 61 deop, running to a well-conccaled 212141
spider trep and o troneh 20' long 2! wide end 3' deop running into a 5'x4'x3f
buskoer, Bntirc swston was c"c«trom,d. At 1145H, Co ™K' discovered an
obsorvation pla atforn in a trecc apm'oynrx tely 35! above ground., Virc wes
lcading to p}otfor‘u. Fletforn offcred cxeoliont obscrvation of Con Thion,
Platforn woes de wrogr de 4t 14458, OP #1 obscrved three individvals with a
recolless riflc at 058700, Ta lvct was fired on with tyin 40's, tanks and
variy. Mo furt thor nevement wvas obe;e'r'vua. it 1735H, 9th Marine Roginc,nt
Dp) oved 2/4 cuceubion of 260 sucep around Con Thicn cormoneing 27iugb7.
&5 18008, ar L0 obscrved thrco NV in a tronch at 068589 end ran an air strike
destroving thico bunkers and two rocket positions with two XKBs. 4t 19204,
Co ! cosurwed thrce FVi in the opon at 068700 and called in a 105 firc
ninsicn, Lo 0 roporsed that reunds hit vhere NVL wore standing, 4t 2030H,
Co "X* roparied Swo NVWL running into troeline at 123700 end callcd in Shim
fivo niscion. Rognlus unimowm. 411 unibs carricd ocut nizht tine cctivitios
uitn negotive furthsr cenbtaeth.

2700 I.-.I!.Z. suceping W1ts had novod out of night tine positions by 0807H.
Lt 102°K, Crn “hicn reecived four rounds inconing 85ur». G/S arty (1951s) was
crlled, it 10304, Con TH:mn rocoived two more 85rn rounds, Tanks roevurned
fire ipnedistoly with 175m fire nission callcd. ITnconing resuvlted in ono
WIl(edevae). Lt 1545H, all units had conplcted thoir swoops with positions
as Lolloweslo "K' 09 6704, Co "I¥ 095704, end Co "M" 118688, Lt 1812H, Con
Thien ro CulVOd tio rounds inconing £5rm2. Roturncd fire with tanks and arty
nission, 4t 18501, during a rosupply to oullying eonpanics which the Battelion
Connand Grovp had acconpaniod, e tark dotonatced an LT nine rosulting in 10
Wlits, hod fwvoe wes ecalled end acconplishod. 4t 1906H, Con Thion rucoived
three rounds 85rnne  Tanks, 105's and 175's roturn ¢ fire. Incoping rosulted
in ono WIi(rodevae)e It 2200H, 21l units werc in night tine positions, with
arbusncs in plece. Night time activitics resvltod in nczntivo contact,

28\ug, Cols "I & WKH with Cormxind Group continuod swocp across ncrth
front of Cen Thicn, At 0950H, Co WK™ locatod ono doad NV in gulloy at 112
709, The body, approxinatcely 23-’- nohths 0ld, wae drosscd in a khaki uwniforn,
5% 1030H, Con Thicn roecived 104 rounds incnnwng 85rm. Lir was on station
and erty was called. &t 1145H, Con Thicn roccivod 10 rounds 85mn1,  Lir
and arty returncd fire, Ninc nore 85 rounds werc rcecivod ot 1205H, D/S
arty roturncd firc and alr was on station, A&t 1412, Con Thicn recoived scven
rnore rounds of 120y or hcavy caliber high engle inconing rounds, 4n &0
was not able to locate source of tho firc. 4Lt 1833H, Con Thion rocoivod nine
rounds 85mn, Lir st“iko and arty called, Unit swoope which included crossing
the traco from north %o south rosulted in noga tive contacts Comand group
returncd to Con Thion, 411 uwnits reported in night tire positions at 138696
by 2020H, L1l units conducted night tine activitios with negative contact,

2%iug, Units noved comoncing at 0910H fron night tinc position to 118
688 with negative contact, 4t 1526H, all units woere rosupplicd and in night
tiro positions. Night tine z\ctiv1tlos prior to 2400 rosvlted in nogativo
contact, \

V-9
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30kug. At 0035H, Co m" gpotted movement of two personne). moving in
direction of Con Thein. An M-79 was fired. A search party recovered one
NVA body with one ChiCom grenade. At 0730H, Con Thien received six rounds
¢5mm incomings Tanks returned fire., Arty mission called. At 1045H, Engl-
neera discovered two NVA todies, one burried, one on the ground; both woaring
khald. uniforms end approximateiy-2 to 3 nonths olde Bodies were burdod.
The following items were renoved from bodiest 3 #1b blocks ChiCom INT, 3 -
nechanideal blastingy caps, one plastic ponclo and one make shift gas maske
At 1505H, Con Thien received five rounds 85mn arty. Retuvrned fire with
175 aniy. During day, corpanies remained in place with Co YK% assuning
reservo miseicn vice Co "M, A% 1525H, Co "M' at 119589, Co ng" at 119690,
Co "7 at 119587 ell conducted 1oc21 security. 411 units carried out night
time achivities with negative contact,

u

Fitaz. M 08/3H, all urits had initiated day tine acbivities. Co "M"
corduused locel security patrols within 500 neters to east and gouth; Co "IV
cenCisnad sindler patrols 1o soubh and west, At 1338H, Con Thien received
four —ounds of incomiag SSivie Tanks fires mission at 1046016 and enery
five eazed, Tanks and arly agein suppressed eneuy fire, At 2145H, four
to ait A0 were dctocted sevthvest of the perirsters. Suell erms and norters
vere Sueed.  YMovement in frons of 1inss neased, Search party results nogativei
A1 uaihe conduetad night tine aotivitics with nogative contacts

IV-10
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a. There were no major logistical problems encountered during this i
reporting period, Due to the utilization of mechanized supply trains to g
outlying compenies, there was no need for helicopter resupply. The Heli-
copter Support Team was therefore rsturned to Co "C", 38 Shore Farty Bat=
talion,

b, Deily resupplies were delivered over the NSR to Con Thien with no
difficulty. Convovrs were controll by 9th Motors from Dong la to Can Lo, o
by the 33 Pattelion, 9th Merines from Cam Jo to C~2, and by the 38 Battalion, . o
/th larinee from C-2 to the Con Thien perimeter, Truck support rceeived -
from 9th Votors was exezllent, Commanies were suprlied from the ypemirdiar
by IVT, Tanks, end vohicles organic bo the Battalion, Units within the
perinotor recoived their supplies by Hechanicel lule.

c.. On 12 bugust, the Command begen rotating company-sizsed units to
the rear for rchabilitation. One company from 3d Battelion, 9th Yarines
was roved vp to Con Thicn as a rcplacement forco. Sszabogs wore mado
available for cach vnit and, on roturn, stored &t Dong Ha in & Butlor ‘
buiiding, Tho rotation was comploted on 20 hugnst. No sorious problems !
arosc during this cvolution. . . :

d. On two occasions during iugust, ice cream was delivered to tho fiold
by holicopter. The resupply phase went vory sioothly and tho icc croam was
st311 in e solid statc when delivered to the mon, Howover, an insufficiont
quantity wes cvailablo for ovory man to got & sherc. lLction has beon initi-
atcd to inercasc the amount, and to ineroasc tho number of shipnentse

2s Supply

a. Ovcrall supply support during this poriod wes consicercd excellonts
Sorc shorteges were cxpericnced end still cxist in tho following itoms:

Fandsct H-138 £/PRC-25
Sand bags
Cormunication wirc
Lizht weight utilitios
Socks

i eritical shortage oxists for l-16 megazines, At the prosent time
personncl. aro being issucd four magazines in Licu of tho authorizod initial
issue of six per men. Those itoms ere on priority 02 rcquisition.

3« Iransvortation

—— "t 5

6. lotor Transport support from 9th otors has boon oxcollont, One k
additionel 137B1 h~s.boon-roceived bringing us vp to our euthorizcd lcvol
of four. DR et e e LN RV g
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b. Tho deeadline ra‘bo for th\. Truck L-422.1 has increascd during the
roporting period. 4t the present tine clevon of twonty of theso wvchicles
arc on Geedline., Of thesc, cight arc on "unit hold% fron FISU-1. The {
rereining throce erc sveiting perts at tho Sceond Zchclon lovels Theso 3
parts arc all on order,

BTSSR IR U 1 f:

ce Thoe Trucks l-274/1 arc being preoparcd for turn in when the replaco-
mont trunks 127442 erc rcady for issuc,

4e Misacllancoug

S - S RALECAE

N ONC ¢

S

V-2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

P T St ok LA R

e T ‘
% E'.wcpsk B ‘{\g;(iﬂ; !

s e o e e 2 T

SECTION VI ' ’
COMUNICATIONS oD ELACTRONICS

1. Radio

The Battalion ostablished and meinteincd the following radio nots.

o]
»

Rogimerbel Tu0 #1  (FIY) (RG-292)
Boftolion TAG 2 (PM; (R0-292)

' “Povinciur Dol (FM)
Roginontal TP (¥ U (R5-292)

(1} 'P[J‘“/’ ..C ostablished and meintzincd ono FM and onc UHF net to
trt _

(2) labilloey atiachments cateblished and meinte ncd onc FM nct
to mrot their sogaliremants

(z) 8D wrovided their oun FM net while supporting oporations.

“on on ths Battalion TLC #2 was raintained at tho Batialion
L. 4n RG-202 was ompleyed to insure rolisblc comaunicotions,

L £
2o W1PC

as The Battelion rcar at Dony: Ha u finteincd wiro communications within
the CP and Trunk JJi‘Ms "oo 9th Marinc Roz,.gmu‘n.*
Vi T et FUPEASNNT
n, Cons Lam I‘Opc Sv and I'O'Dln comont of virc 1ine:= 2t Con Thicn was
requived due to the froguents shollirgs.

-
-t

SE

cs Throp. $B-22 amtcnboards wore onployed &t Con:Thicy: and. two SB-R2,
smtchbo"ndc were orpioved within the Botvallon roar CP at Dong Ha,

Y a - \ ;‘,.. ',‘.:.,4,

3. Ragio Po]ay.; ﬂntb Marim Poaimont‘ provided Radio Rolay at Con Thion
during e, pwmd s The syetom; was totelly nwclielle cno to constant
oquipront fuilures. | Vith Uik .L')t,s .of Felccom botween the forward and rear

"P's, tho .05 nob n 1ﬁleg an abundance of adininistrative trafiics
Ao WeYr

[P A

“ay The 17th Bngincor. Pattalion provided Gomp powor at both CP's
during the nonthe .

QERESNT S

 ENCLOSURE (1)
—

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIE

NS BT S
. ,ii\i}:,’/u. FERE:

D

P e e T

is}§ ®

i) P
L s

1
3
A
N

vy

. JrerL R Bl e G

SECTION VI

yey

FIRE._SUPEQRT, GOORDTIL.TION
1. During thc month of hugust, the ertillery fire support for the Third
Battalion, Fourth larincs was outstending. Time end bime again thelr sup-
pert vas requostod to ~rovide counter battery and supnrossing fircs aseinst
irpoming cnemy ervillery and for H&I fircs ageinst cnony novement.

n, During the wronth an officicnt firc support coordination systom was
evolved whereby the fire support cocrdinator vas oble to control local alr
and «ruillory and docroascy significantly, tho timc lag betuween time of
rognost and time of dclivery of {irc. Further, artillery wos ofton ready
to {ion as goon o air cloarcd the targot arcae (llsc sce: WFroblems
Froombored ~nd Lessons Learnod - Soction XI") Also see documentss

3. Swrary of supporting fircs for 1-31 lugusts

Batiory H&L Rounds Expended

Play “D1 2/12 1,312 6,489

Plyy YEY 2712 116 595

Horter Btey 2/92 273 501

qet O MowBtry S\ et
14732 7,679

FIRE MISSICNS

Battory Bl Rounds Bxnopded

Riry "H% 2712 104 ' . 3,002

Btry "B% 2/12 6 134

Mortar Biry 2/12 20 647

1st 8F HowBlcy A , . 104

175's =22 T
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SECTION VLI

1. During the month of August, the weather remained fevorable for all
aspects of air svpport., Due to this Battalion's particular mission, the
serial onscrver aircraft have been used extensively to detect enemy move—
mort or build-ups. Fixed wing wes used quite often by the AO's against
targets observaed on these flights, It has been general procegure during
the month to have an AO on station shortly after first lizht and also
arring *he lest hovrs of day light. It is felt that this lessens the
prcrebilisy of inconing enemy artillery.

b11 reqursts Ffor alr that were made were fulfilled withovl appreciable
deley. lrdévac roguests continued tn be completed daily. Helicopter recon
cver-Liights for 3/4 were constructive and cerried out on tire,

AO air craft presented slight problens in that they sometimes failed to
monitor the T frequency and -ocoasionally failed to inforn the battalion
{rat they wers deperting the area. This sometimes delayed artillery fire
thet had boen checked,

5, The following is a swmary of air support for the period 1-31 August:

a. PFixed Wing ~ 42 Sorties

b, AD Aircraft - 97 Scrties

c. Resupply - 6 UH 34's ,
t. IdEvacs - 36 UH 34's

6. Troop Lifts -~ None

£, TPQtas - 607 requested
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1 The overall medical sitvation for the month of Auzust was goodse Two
Battalion Aid Stations were established, One in Con Thien and one in

Dong Ha, Tho forward BAS at Con Thien handled all the casvaltics in the
area. Juigle Rot and Fungus infcctions were prevalent in the #illo curpanies
dve to prolonged doployrent in the field. Sanitetion in the rcar has been
good, Problene with rodents end contaninated waler wero significant at

Con Tidien., llan hours have beon saved by the ledical Officer checking
"No-duty! and MLight-duty" personccl on a daily basis at the forward BAS,

2. Tho villare of Hoa Duc was licd~Capped on 23August. Hinty-three ’
civilians wecre secn and troated.
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No civil affairs oporations were conducted during this pordod.

A1l civilians have been evacuated from 3/4 aroa of operations

........

X-1

DECLASSIFIED




e

DA

o

DECLASSIFIED

SEcTIon XJ
FROBLI}S ENGOUNTERED AND LESSONS TLEARNKD

Some of the following fire supvort techniques are possible only due
to the unique features of Con Thien; namely, the fect that all civilians
have been evacuated from the area s the positions of all friendly units are
knowm, nost countor artillery fires are into enony territory, and all contaets
may be presvmed to bo onemy, However, theso tochmiquos arc presentod for
possible use or modification in comparative situations.

Thore is nothing that replaces comprehensive fire support planning in a \
defensive situstion, Planncd end reglstered long renge, close defensive, »nd !
firal protcetive firos not orly speed up firo support requests, and onswre
aceurays fire on target, but dlso groatly facilitato tho transfer of respon-
8ibilivy fron one wiit to arother whon incormoreted into & dofensive ordor amdl:
overlay annex, ‘3}

b ale e

A part of the long range dofensive fire plan is the menncr of enhgagenont
of cneiyy artiller or novtars fron which inconing fircs are boing reccived,
The lugust Gezotto had a fino plan for cowrber mortar fire., For countor
artiliory fire, & comparative plan is vossible. Goals in ordor of mriority
are 1) immediate responso, (2) suppression of inconing artillery, (3) utili~ i
zebion of the best observation and control agoney, (4) cmploymont of the
voapons that possess both the renge and the desirod destructivo oapability, and
(5) coordinztion of the soveral weapons available to cusvre econtinuous ongagomeni
of the target. |

Whon fire is rocoivod from approxinately the samc location on ropoatod :
oceasions, proplanncd terzets ero worthmhilo. Uso of the 90mn g tenk ;
proporly leyod in on a proplanncd target brsed on data corputzd by the artillory
batiery FDC provides o means of immodiately available supprossive fircs., In
the Con Thion situntion, clesrance thet air is not in tho sros is all thtb is
required for fircs to the north. This c¢en bs done visuwrlly by tho foruard
bottalion = = the tank enn firc on thoe preplanned tar;ct as soon es inconing
1s received ané the Batdalion FOUC hns eloarod the tank to firse By 2lso mvine
tadning comwnication from ajir or. ground obsorvers through FSCC to ths areililory
battery end beck to tho £iring tank, theso initial fires can be adjustod as
ths cetwnl tar-ct is doteetod, Exporionec hes frequently shown thot incoring
artillcery sourecs arc eut of range of or nosition IY/E artillory supoort,

The range capobility of thoe tark pormite engogenent of ths target while obw
toining /3 ertillory or air ctmnert, For closcry in tarpets whilo aieiting
norters, crédllory or ~ir, tho Ontos con olge engage ths terges offcetivoly,
cither on proplanncd or observid tor wbs, Toto that this techalovs of tonk
or Ontos fire =lzo affords ariior protoction from the shrenncl of incoming
rowncs, that noritcr and ortillery varsomnc) would nob enjor in opon pits.

As speeifie torgots avo acquired, the appropricto artillery would of coursc
engoge the target,

For closc in fircs in and ~round tho dofonsive perivetor anothor practide
brs proven profitoblo, Thy tondoney of parircter porsonncl horrliazer cobiote _
ing movencnt at night wes to fire POM=-PONS 0F Ieuont deed i Rogdek D32 inge 3 :
tlon rounds don't inflict cnzirs casualtios ; thorofors (Y o
vith illuaination hag baon. dovolopud.
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If son in the perimeter desire to firs a pom~-pom, they first fire an L-79
grenade in the direction of the nolse. The pom-pom illnainaticn, nropsriy
timed, lights up the desired area just as the grenade hits, A'l perineter
personnel are vlso fariliar with the firc plan for their iryediale soctor.
They may reguest £lmn nortar Tire by targeb number rather than grid, for
wvhich gun data has also previovsly been rocordeds  Tho Slmn nortars have'
been ablo to perfect a syste: so uhat 8lin JE oxplodos just as 1llumin=tion
breaks slightly to the ovtsidb of tho tearget, Adjustnont fron these M
fires is also sinplified if the terget is in sivht Autoqntic woepons are
thus hold in abeyancc¢ proventing dlsclosurv of their positions wntil they
have a distinet tergct to fire upon.

Acrial observors aro norrmally tho desired control agoney, Af they havo
scquircd the target. Lgain the bottalion FSCC sheovld detorizing who has tho
best tar-ct ach131tlon - ~ and lot then control the fire rissions A cons
stent Sntorchango of information betwcen the 40 and tho Adr Officer in bate-
talion TSCC s well os botween the battolion drtillory Liaison Oificer oid
his ground obscrvers with the "battelion 14 end tho 22 working in oach
othors hip pock:ts' cnsurcs a rapid transition firon artillory to ajr and
back to crtillory,

If ot loast sonc of ths G/S artill’ry is laid in at 2ll timos on the
prosyechive tarset ersa, tino deley will also be nininizcd, Agein, during
chcck fires for ajir, tho oxchange of curron’ tarset inf-rration and tho

ability of arilllery to »ﬂvc guns on tarset, nininizes delay of artillory
firvs following an air strike,

Finally, in tho unique situation of firing inbo crory territory wihcre
adr clcerance is cll thit is rogeired an idce is wroposad. Basod on 2
relotively smoll larqod arcae from whieh incoring Tircs h*vo origineted and
ninirwr of artillury pos . sons (&/8 or D/3S) tihnt wvould norvally cngaso tho
taracts, a roestrichtive alr ssaco plan sould be doveloped along the gun tnrnet
linc, dﬂspPNcmum publiis

o

shué for n sustainid poried and ale cns,t vouild
hove to reguest P(Jd¢=-10n t vinlato the clir e e In offcet, conviruous
artillery closrance te fire on the torgebs fron wihich irconing "as aRADOCTCC
vould crlst.

In the rroa of corsmunication, o cenforones esll syoton botween the OR's,
Porincter Compeny CP, COS, FSC3, and L F23 during inceidng or p”“L1UJJr
contaet, oxnedited ira support while Lcrm-¢T*H" Ges. “ho

Loy xypﬂr*‘ The
perinctor OP wos in eondich with to nits, oubeg, nnd othor vnits in pesition on
the pwrinctor,

Finelly, in the corplox develownent of a position into o tactierlly and
logistically sound ins® llation, the acnior tachicn) corrandcr st coord.inato,
RN RN ) L S R h

and influcnes the rong busks bolng vorfonrcd

ert a rcgpongnuility for ths
ett-ched. Ho iwst cusure thr-t co:
but is hbitabls by troous (o.z
proofing), It thus ivst =t wit)
el busis. The rusvlis of suveh
in the toehnigues of ﬁccohplls“'_
tlonel porsuoctive of i, bteetict! LAY
clso irmprove in cfficione- tLrnw~n o v“itf of
porsch asswzos ah uacssizncd ot vestod inSereos
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