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1v Designations/Locations

as 34 Battelion, 4th Marines (Reinf).

be

Vietnzame

S % \‘:.{; .w: ) o -

o
UNCLASSIpr™

Can Lo irtillery Position (€-3), Quang Tri Provinde, Republic of

¢e C-2 (Cormand Group Bravo), Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnan.

2. Period Covered in Report. 1~-31 March 1968,

3

Billet Assignments

ae
be
Coe
d.
Qe
f.
e
he.
i
3o
ke
1.
Ile

GO

X0
8-
S-2
S-3
8-4
S5
CormO

CO H&SCn

CO Co
0 Co
Co Cn
CO Co

"’I 1
"K"
(AL
"I_I"

=31

1-31

1-31
1= 31
1= 31
=31
1=31
1~ 31
1-31
1=31
1=31
1=
1=31

March 1968
March 198
March 1968
March 4968
March 1968
March 1968
March 1968
March 1968
March 1968
March 4968
March 1968
March 1968
March 1968

LtCol L R. BRNDELL
Maj Jo E' I'ﬁlﬂ)
18tlt J. A. PARKER

Capt Re W.

KaLM

Maj Re K. YOURw

CE@t S. O,

THOMAS

18tLit Je Co DY

Capt A' Ao

JANSSEN

1stLt W. S. SLLLERS

Capt Me A4
Capt e O.
Capt Je Lo
Capt W N.

SEXTON
LEROY
MCLAUGHLIN
PAUST. -

0
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8=1 & PERSONNAL 4DMINISTR (TTON

1+ Replgecenents Recei"vv'ed

g
o o
e

as USMC Bnlisted
by  USHC Officers
¢+ USN Enlisted

ds USN Officers ,

LI S B |
£
O\N O

2¢ Perscnnel Rotated

! as USMC Enlisted - 51
be USMC O°ficers - 4
0. USN Enlisted - O
dy USN Officers - O

3¢ Other Personnel Losses

as Transfer by Seriice Records
: 51 USMC Enlisted + 31
2) URC O ficers & 1
(3) USN BEnlisted = 1
(4) UsN Officers 0

- be Wounded in seotion
(13 USMC Bnlisgted
(2) USMC Officers
23% USN Bnlisted
4) USN OFficors

G¢ Killed in jction
1) USKC Enlisted
éz USMC Officers
3) USN Bnlisted
E4 USN Officers

o
Owvi O

[ 2N S22 &

| 2 BN B

O O~

de Hunanitarian Transfer

(1) USMC Bnlisted - 4
2) USMC Officexrs - O
3) USN Officers - O
4) USN Enlisted ~ O
ge Non-battle Casunltics e
(1) USHC Bnlisted - 6 eRGLRYSH I

. (2) UsMC Officors - O
3; USN Enlistéd = O

4) USN Officers «~ O
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': Wy, Usmcgﬁxsted - 22

2) USMC Officers ~ 1
%) USN Enlisted - O
4) USN Officers « O

4. Nunmber of R&R Trins - 85

5¢ Avergge Monthly Strenzth

ae USKC Enlisted - 1070
be USMC Officors - 39
Ce USN Enlisted - 59
de UBN Of7icors e 2

6. Personnel Shortage

20 Officers - Rank Ms

Capte 0202
Capbe 0400

Licut, 0302
b, Enlisted - Rank M5

B5 O01f1
5 0311
B-4  0%1%
B-5 0331
BE-5 0351
E-3 0321

0369
n.é/z 2531

’Intra Di r,i Reginent Transfors

UHCLASSIPIER

Number Naaded

1
1

3
Mamber Needed

-
SI9Bn

\oco@\.q_
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SECTION III

3 INTELLIGENCE

v o 7"“\'57*._:“. E) A
1o & am% Complex

&+ See Commend Chronology, Februsry 1968.

2+ - Helicopter Landing Zones. Helicopter Landing Zones are mumerous
throughout most of the A0e The terrain that parallels the Gam Lo River
and the paddy systems throughout the area offer many level areas. The
drawback to the use of many of these areas lies in the fact that they

are bordered by heavy brush and hills that parallel them =and consequently

_leave them open to enemy visibility and possible enemy small arms, aztz.]llery,

rocket and mortar fire. fIhe followmg are preferred LZ'ss

D 1962 D 1559 YD 1362
o 1961 YD 1561 o 1363
D 1960 D 152 D 134
1D 1959 YD 1461 YD 1365
YD 1862 YD 1460 D 1164
YD 4860 (east) YD 1361 o 1163
D 1762 YD 1360 D 1357
D 1661 YD 1260 YD 1358
YD 1659 D 1159 YD 1258
YD 1558 D 1160

3% Wegther fh

During March the weather in the Cam Lo Ao was generally favorable. R
Temperatures tended to rise at the beginning of the month and leveled

" at a mean of 80°, The March mean relative humidity is 84%. As the

Northeast monsoon diminished the frequency of showera increased. Thunder-
storm activity also incregsed with seversl violent stormms accompanied

by gusty winds during the middle of the month. Generally cloudiness de-
cregsed and vigibility agveraged 5-7 miles. Tractiongbility throughout
the areg is judged to be fair. . :

4+ Daily Intelligence Summary. On 1 March 3/4 elements found and buried

30 x 82mm fugze caps at YD 131589,

On 3 March, "L" Co discovered 25 fighting holes and graves made into
fighting holes at YD 140591. 4ll were destroyed. "M" Co.located 24
fresh fighting holes and 2 antomatic weapons positions vicinity YD 167607,
CAC reported the NVA had laid s land-line in g triangulasr pattern at
¥D 078625, YD 075605 and YD 094598.

On 4 March a 3/4 mine sweep discovered 4 AT mines at YD 13262So
Limg Company while on patrol received 30 rds ¢f 82mm mortars at YD 107605.
When arriving at an LZ to med-evac WIA's they received mortar rocket
and artillery rounds at YD 114598.

1111
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<On 5 lvggrqha;‘g»%\%ter on a minesweep struck an unknown type AT uine
3% YD 1326543 The duster was towed to C-3s 4t 1310 friendly civilians
were/prohibited from entering the area at YD 107603 to redover bodies

fron the Co “LM operation of 4 lMarchs

o 5

On 6 March, Co K" rceeived 27 rounds of 82un mortar at CaP #3
(YD 17858Y)s 4 Go WIM gbush reseived two rounds of incoming at YD
135625« Intelligence reports stated there were 500-800 new fighting
holes at YD 0760 and YD 0860 and hew heavily travelled trail running
fron YD 0961 to YD 0667y

On 9 l:arch, Co "L" tower reccived eight rounds of small arns fire .
] from vicinity YD 123591s Co "K' received three rounds of unknown
caliber srtillery fire from a unknowm location.

On 10 March, 3/4 roadsweep discovered three TH-41 AT mines and a
booby trap nmade of a "CM" Ration c=n filled with INT at YD 131625,
AtCo "IM patrol discovered and destroyed one bunker, 70 fighting holes
and one 155mn dud round at YD 110625. Co "IM reported six enemy at
YD 135610+ Small arms and tanks fired with unknown results.

On 13 i.arch, Co "K' at CiP #3 reported firing and movement at YD ..
176584+ 4 3/4 operation which recovered four bodies at YD 107604 re-
ceived approximately 20 rounds nixed artillery, rockets and nortar fire.
4% 16153, CP #3 reported an enemy amtomatic weapon firing on Route 9
fron viecinity YD 196597. '

On 14 March, three porsomiel (two Antrac, one engineer) were killed
while removing a mine at YD 123%580.

On 15 March, on roadsweep at YD 220635 a duster struck an unidenti-
fied .7 mines

On 16 March, 3/4 elenents discovered #wo NV. mortar priner shells
at YD 168611 and three new fighting holes at YD 124616« .t 1223,
Co "IM patrol recicved two 82n mortar rounds from YD 139%616. .4t 2110,
a 3/4 squad at YD 133625 roving to aibush position heard novement to
front. F..ed small ams and M=T79, ricoived s.ndll oxma Tivos Jound
e VLTt wend Cere Blell pincs At 2345, elements at YD
133624 agibushed three W4 moving south on MSR (Reute 5%1). Resulted in
one NV4A KIi, ong SKS aid one ThH-4l mine.

On 18 Liarch, 3/4 ambush at YD 130626 received seversl rounds of
mortar from unknown locatione At 2015, three gotainees picked up at
YD 137624 were released by CIT. ‘

‘ On 20 liarch, Co “L® received four rounds of 60mm mortar at YD
127589+ Co "I" patrol datgined - three suspects at YD 130608. Re-
lessed by CIT as innecent civilianse At 1123, C-3 received lo-12
rounds of mmall srms fire from YD 145615.

I11-2
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V Lar h"ﬁ ements at YD 137605 reportod Fat. Pol captvred
1 fema :Ln;f‘ormatiOn and papers. Suspect said she would
lead ‘Go other sUspocts. (Classificd as | roturnee)

1 P

On 22 harch 3/4 elements conducted sweep easgt of C-3 hrldge. Row
ceived SLF at YD 183605 Do stroyed 1 large bunker and btrned Thon Dmh Ha
village. o ,

; On 23 I\-arc"l 3/4 assumed OPCOI\T of C-2. u‘b 1"2’14}1’ 2 femalc suspccbs
detained vy 3/4 elements at YD 144610. Released by CIT as innocent
civilians. &t 1440 B C.2, 3/4 elements received 11 rds %0 and 82mn morter
fire., &4t 15308 3/4 elemonts at C-2 received 10 rds of unk cal. b.rtj and at
1715H rdeceivcd 5 rds est 120mm morta

On 24 March, » "M" Compa,ny LP observed 4 NVA vicinity YD 146608.
81mm misgions fired w:t.th negative results. ©-3 towor at YD 12964} observed
rocket being fired 1600 mils approxinately 3500 m.ters. Arty mission
fired with unknown results. At 1150H, C~2, received 3 rounds estimated
Gomm mortar rounds from YD 112635. At 1730H C-2 received 1 round est-
imgted 152mm arty from unknown direction. '

On 25 March, 3/4 elemants ot C~2 discovered and destroyed 7 fighting
holes and 1 mortar position at YD 176595.

N On 26 March, Road sweep discovered and destroyed one TM-41-AT Mine
at YD 217702, Army unit operating in 3/4 40 detained 1 suspect, at (YD’
114589). Detaine> sent to District HQ and released as immocent civilian.

On 27 March, 3/4 elements discovered and destroyed 1 Whi- Type
Booby Trap with bamboo spikes at (YD 124579). At 1100 Dist HQ received
% rounds estinated 82m mortar from vieinity YD 116603. C-3 received 2
rounds estimated 82'n mortar from 4880 nils, distance unknown. C~2 re-
ceived 4 rounds estmated 8 2nx:- morta::s fror: 4620 ml azmuth and ra,nge
2000 neters. , , .

On 28 March, = 5/4 patrol discovered 2 frush and muercus old
flghtlng holes and 2 Wi graves marked 37/27 Bn and 38/27 Bn. Dug up
graves and found only bones and decsyed uniformse. .t 11452 Cam Lo Dist
HQ received 8-10 reunds 82mn mortar fron YD 116634, arty mission fired
with unknown results. At 1400 a Hunter-Killer Team received snip:r fire
3t YD 107637 Returnzd SAF and. Arty missiin called resulting in 1 NVJi
KI4 confirmned. At 1545 Dist HQ receivad 3 rounds estinated 120m: mortar.
rty nission firsd with unknown results. 4t 2200H IPb-6 at c-3 pJ.cked up

hovsoment a2t YI) 15361 5- Morta,rs fn.r\,d, novem ~ht ceased.

L. CRTETT O uTe R R NS

- 0n 29 March, a 3/4 pq.trol dlscovered apﬁrommatelymoo flghtlng .
holes in vicinity 'of YD 151629+ Area was nmarked for H'& I ~rty and mortar
fire. it 1405 0-3 received 6 rounds 120nn mortar and estiated 107Tum ze-
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¥or vic YD 096623. At 1555 C-3 received 1 round 1 20mm
At 1250, road sweep at YD 221675 received 26 rounds of unknown
zmuth of 5200 nilse. Arty was fircd with unknown results. .\¥
1405, C~3 position received 6 rounds egtiugted 120mm mortars from YD

096623. Mission fired with unknown results. At 1555H, C-3 recoived 1

round 120mn mortar fron azimuth of 5100 nilse Mortar mission fired with
unknown results.

On 30 Mareh, 3/4 clements travelling Bast on Huwy 9 roceived sniper
rounds from vicinity YD 164587 and at 1850 a "K" Co patrol detained 2
suspects at YD 118581. Turned over to Dist HQ and released as innocent
civilians,.

On 31 March, 3/4 clements ot YD 10662 frund one 82m nortar pit,
increnent cang, 25 covered fighting holes, 25 spider holes zad 1 8xm
mortar canistere 4n AO reported new fighting holes at YD 150656. 4 3/4
patrol checked the arca with negative results. At 20%30H Kilo reported
a PP unit . in contact with estimate! VO platonn at ¥D 128600 with
negq.t:.ve regults, it 2124 3/ 4 elenents spetted 10 perscnnel noving East
to West at 135602. Engnged with SiF. Was checked at 1st light with
negative results. ’

DECLASSIFIED | R
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SECTION IV

ORERATIONS AND TRATIING

1. The following training was conducted by 3 Battalion, 4th Marines
during the period 131 March 1948,

NUMBER
UNIT  SUBJICT - B HORS
3 H&S Gy Mapping 10 -
3 Care & Cleaning MN-16 : 108
Compass . 2
Care & Cleaning 105's Gun 50
Firing of Flame Throwers 10
Care & Cleaning 81's Mortex 40
Care and Cleaning of Flame Gear 31
Class on 106!'s ' 6
Field Fortifications 134
Field Sanitation g 50
Pirst Aid ' 80
Med-Evac Procedures *20
81's Gun Drill 20
Physical Training 2
Functioning and Operation of the NOD 2
Scouting and Patrolling 5
Language Training 10
M.72 LAAW firing and classes 2
Care and cleaning of the 45 Cal. 1
Enemy Weapons recognized ' 4
Conmbat Intelligence 11
POW Handling 2
Radio Procedures 1
Care and Cleaning of the .50 Cal M,G, 1
Co "I  Construction of fortifijeations & wire laying 130
Radio procedure 6
Radio preventive maintenance ‘ . 10
Artillery forward observation procedures 5
Installation employment of beehives, fuggasse 5
Mapping procedures 10

Care and cleaning of individual weapons & equip- 60

ment

Familicrization firing of the M-15, }-60, Laaw, 20
3

o45 Cal. pistol, 450 Cal, NeZe
Instruction in ambush patrols ey
Patrolling (ambush, security, reconnaissance, 60 Lk
search and destroy5
5 paragraph order class and patrol leader's order 3
Soot report techniques & med¥evac procedures g

IV 4
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b | Night compass and day compass marches (teche 3
niques)
60mm mortar gundrill 120

; 60mm mort#® classes (on firing, aiming, nomen- 56
clature, ammunition, ete.)

Fam firing of 60mn morigry 3
Classes on the AN/PPS.5 (6} a day) L5
(March 20-27) : ,
Employment of explosives such as claymores, 10

grenades, pom ponis, gas, white phospherous,
starlight scope, NOD

Handling of POW!s ,

Searching tedhniques of a village

Field 8anitation

Gag warfare

Demolitions

Co "K*  Firet Aid
MedCap
Patrolling
FAC
Mortar Empl.
Weapons Safety
Map Reading

PO OSAWE DNONBN

CoML¥ Patrolling
’ Ambushes

First Aid
Fdh Firing M-60, Mu16, ,50 Cal,, .30 Cal,
Field Sanitation
Personnal Hyglene

g Field Messing

3 PPSu5 & PPS.6 Instruction

. Usc of NOD & Starlight

Radio Instruction

W
QO

-

Co MM Radio Procedure
Weapons Safoty
Supporting Arms
Scouting & Patrolling
Trackod Vehicles
Demolitions
Field Fortifications
First Aid, Combet
Field Sanitation
345 Rocket, Caro and Cleaning
M-60, MG Drilis

-k - - mdd-
CROWM HOWM-JIOUVMIN O

-
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2 In addition to the above, all individual Marines fired their weapons
for "zeron, prior to assignment to a wnit in the field, '

3. All replacemnhs were given indoctrination lectures prior to joining

thelr units by the Commanding Officer, Sergeant Major and their Company
Officers.

S

4es Command and Control

On 03Maré8s 3/4 assumed defensive OPSON of Det Task Force ROBBIE
(4) gun tanks, 1 flame tank, 2 ontos and engineer sweep team) subject to
employment by Task Force ROBEIE gutgids of perimeter positions, '

On O9Mar68: GCo"M" 3//, chopped from 3/4 OPGON to 4th Marines for an
operation with 2/9, -

On 10Mar68: Co “M" 3/4 chopped from 4th Marines OPCON to 3/4.

On 23Mar68: 1stSec, 1st SL Btry (1 light) chopped from 2/1 OPCON to 3/4,

On 2/Maré8: Co "L" 3/1 chopped from 3/1 OPCON to 3/4
< On 24Mar68: One platoon of Go "L 3/1 chopped from 3/4 OPCON to 1/4
é On 26Maré8: 1st Plat, Co "A%, 1st Bn, 502 Inf, 2d Brig, 101st U,S,
: Airborne chopped from 9th Marines to 3/4 '

On 29Mar68: 1st Plt, Go MAM, 1st Bn, 5024 Inf, 24 Brig, 101st U.S.
Airborne chopped from 3/4 to 9th Marines

These were task organized as follows:

Cam Lo Artillery Position (C-3) (423 March)

HeS co (-) Bn CP

Co "I" (~) (Reinf)

Det Btry "I, 3/12 (FO)

2dPlat, Co "M", 3/4

3dSec, 106 RR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4

20Plat, Btry "B', 1-44th

1stSec, OTTER Plat, 3dMTBn ,

Det, H&S Co, 9th Mar (Interpreters and Kit Carson Scouts)

CAP #3 (1-23 March)

Co "E" (-) (Rein)

Det, Btry "I, 3/12 (FO)

19tSqd, 1stSaa, 106 RR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4
Dot, HES Co, 9th Mar (Scout Snipers)

Cam Lo District Headquarters (1-23 March)
Co "L* (-) (Reint)

IV-3
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2dSqd, “1sbSec, 106 KR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4

Det, H&S Cb, Gth Mar (Scout Snipers)
Cam Lo River Bridge (C-3A) (1-23 March)

Co ™" (.) (Reinf)

Det, Btry "I', 3/12 (FO0)

AthSec, 81muMtrFlat, H&S Co, 3/4 -
285ec, 106 RR Plat, He&S Co, 3/4
Det Co "AM, 3dTKBn (2 Tks)

Det, 1stSrchLtBtry (1 Lt)

3d Bn 4th Mar (Reinf) CP Alpha C-3 (23-31 March)

H78 Co (~) Bn CP

Det "I Btry 3/12 (Arty ILNO) '

24SEC + 6thSqd 3dSec 8imm Mort Flat (3 Mortars)
Co "M (Reinf)

3dPlat Co MIM 3/4

15t & 2dFlat “B" Btry 1/44, USA (4 twin 4Omm SP)
18tSec 106 RR Tlat, H&S Co 3/4 (2 106 RR)

1stSec Otter Flat 33MTBn (6 Otters)

Det "I Btry 3/12 (FO TM)

Det "C" Co 3d Engr Bn (Minesweep TM)

€am Lo River Bridge (C-34) (23-31 March)
Co "M" (.) (Reinf)
2dSec 106 RR Plat H&S Co 3/4 (2 106 RR)
4thSec 81m Mort Plat H&S Co 3/4 (2 Mortars)
Det MI" Btry 3/12 (FO TM)
Det 1st SL Btry (1Light)
Det WAM Co 3dTkBn FMF (2 M-48 Gun)
‘Det 3dEngr Bn (Water Point)
Det H&S Co 9thMar (Interpreter & Kit Carson)
1st Plat "™M" Co employed at CAT #3 -
5th Sqd 3dSec 106 RR Plat H&S Co 3/4 (1 106 ER)

Cam Lo Dist HQ (23-31 March)
Co "k (=) (Reinf)
6thSqd 3dSec 106 RR Flat H&S Co 3/4 (1 106 RR)
Det H&S Co 9th Mar (Interpreter)
Det Sniper Tlat H&S Co 9th Mar (2 TMS)
1st Flat Go "K" employed at Dong Ha
-2 CF Bravo (23-31 March) ‘
' Det H&S Co 3/4 (OMD Grp) (3 Mortars)
1stSec & 18qgd 3dSec 81mm Mort Ilat HZS 3/4
Co "7 (-) (Reint)

IV
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stSeq 1§ty$i§8try (1 Light) ~
1Sqd. (Comp) H&S Co 3/4 (1 Gun 2/1)
D&% Sniper ilat H & S Co 9th Mar (Intorpreter
Co "L (-) (Reinf) 3/1

1Sqd (Comp) H &S Co 3/4 (1 Gun 2/1)
Det 11th Mar (FO TH)
Det FAC H & S Co 3/1

Dong Ha (1~31 March 1968)

Det H&SCo
Det Co MW
*Det Co "KW
Det Co MLt
Dat Co "¢

* Include one rifle platoon for reaction and road sweep/convoy security
misgions.,

5. Close Combat

ae Battery WD" 2/12 was in direct support of 3/4 during March. Gen-

- erdl support fires were available from the lst 8% Howitzer Battewy (SP),

EW 2/12, "EM 2/12 and YEM 4/13.

be At the Cam Lo Artillery Position, the Bybttalion operated with
one conpany (reinf) plus one plgtoon at the Cum Lo Avtillery Dositions,
onc corpany (=)(reinf) at the Can Lo River Bridge sitey one corpany (=)
(reinf) at the Gem Lo District Headquartoersjand one platoon at the CAP #3
position on Route 9ywith a platoon at Dong H- to provide road sweep see
curity for Rrute 9. Road sw-eps of Route 561 and Route 9 in the assigned
A0 are run at first lighte After the road swecps are cermpleted, 3/4
coordinates the flow of convoy traffic north on the MSR (Route 561),
naintaining o convoy control net with the C-2 positions OP's are manned at
at the tower on O #L at the Crm Lo Artillery Position and the high
ground between Cop Lo and C-2 whilc convoys are on Route 561, Co "M
provid:s sentries to keep vendors off the MSR mnd south of the Can Lu
Rivers On 23 March 1968, 3/4 took OPCON of C~2 Artillery Position; des-
fending the position with two conpanies (=) (four platoons) under the
control of Coruiand Group Bravos

ce Continuous inprovenent of defensive positions is enphasized and
considerable progress haa becn nade toward conpletion of the new District
Headquarters positions AlX compsanies conducted daily patrols and es-
tablished night time Li''s/mbushes as dirccted by the CO 3/4 daily
fragnentary orderse Other significant events of a non-combat nature
have been included in the chronclogical sunnary for historical and
record purposess
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" Mers Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol, one squad (reinf)
~0F, three fire team OP's, seven squad (reinf) night ambushes and eight fire
tedin night IP's were conducted, One platoon and one squad were provided as
road sweep and engineer security, At 010950H, a Co "L" patrol was dispatched’

w ith a TD-15 (Bulldozer) to £ill in fighting Holes at YD 131589, . Im one

of the holes, the patrol found 30 fuze oaps that had not been there three

days previously, The holes were filled im and the fuze caps buried, At
011150H, Co MLY%, at District Headquarters, received two rounds of small
ormg fire from the village to the north, District Headquarters informed’

Co "L" that it might be stray rounds from RF'g fam firing, At 0Y1625H,

a dog casued an explosion in the northwestern section of the minefield at
: - Distriet Headquarters, resulting in two minor oar concussions, The sympa-
4 ggetic detormation of numerous mines will ba investigated by 1lth Engineer
: ttaliom, . ‘ S

e

Mar: Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol,,one .squad OP,.
three fire team OP's, seven squad (reinf) night ambushes, and five fire
team night IP's were conducted, One platoon and one squad were provided
as:road’sweep and engineer security, From 021718H to 021735H] 16 rounds
of incoming 60mm and 82mm enemy mortar fire were feceivod at 0-3 from
vicinities YD 107622, YD 109630, YD 124608 and YD 154616, Fire was ro-
turned as followss 29 105mm rounds at YD 107622 and YD 109630 (suspected
60mm mortar position); 51 8lim rounds at YD 107622 and YD 109630; 71
8lmm rounds at YD 124608; 110 60rm rounds at YD 154616 (suspected 60mm
mortar position). Target coverage wae good and the mortars stopped firing,

3Mar: Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol, one squad OP,.
three fire team OP's, cight squad (roinf) night ambushos and six fire tesm
nlght LP's were conducted, One platoon and one squad were provided for
road swcep and ohgineer security, At 031030H, a Co ML" patrol found 25 -.
fighting holes about 50 motors south of Route 9 at YD 140591. The holes-
were in an I-shaped formation with the open end toward the road, At
YD 125589, four fresh graves, which appeared to have boen dug into fighting
holos, were found, 4&lso found was a six foot deep artillery crater, which
had been only two feet decp one weok previously. Positions wore investi-
gated with negative results and merked for destruction. &t 031300H, a
Co ™" patrol located 13 fighting holos at YD 130598. Thero wore two
L-shaped machine gun holes and 11 rectangular holes 33 by 1%' by 23
facing north. Half tho fighting holos were in a position to cover a -
erossing point in the Cam Lo River, At 031707H, a PF gtationed at Cam
Thai Village brought in two suspected NVA, who were picked up at tha
Cam Lo Refugee Centor. Tho dotainocos wore turned over to 7th ITT at
District Hoaduarters, &t 032049H, a message was reccived fram 9th Marines
S-2 to tho effoct that an cnomy offensive would begin on 3 March., The
eneny activity was to be widoly sproad, intonsc intordiction of bases in
tho 3d Marine Division area with possible ground action, Duc to the intel-
ligonce report and the dosire to have clomonts of Task Force Robbie south
of tho Cam Lo River, a detachment from Task Foree Robbic was sont to Distriet
Hoadquarters (2 gun tanks, 1 flame tank and 2 twin 40's) and to Cam Lo
; Bivor Bridge (2 gun tanks, 2 ontos and 1 engincer swoop teoan) OPCON 4o 3/
E (The twin 40's woro subscquontly returncd to €-3).

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Ry O s @

- -, 4Mars:“One company (.) patrol, two platoon patrols, one squad OP, thrcec
: - s.ifirg_team OP's, six squad (roinf) night ambushos and sevon fire toam night
- gIPVs were cconducteds . One platoon and one squad were provided for road
“swocp and ongincor geeurity, At 040940H, Co MM (-), while on patrol,
sighted six NVA ncar YD 109600 and engagod them with small armg and ma-
chino guns, %t O41016H, Co MM (.), at YD 107605, roceived approximatoly
30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire and four rounds of unknown calibor artil-
lery fire, inltially reporting 16 WIA's mod-cvac (3 cmergency and 13
priority) and ono KI4, Btry "D® 2/12 fired countor mortar fire and an A0
on station adjusted én additional mission by Btry "F% 2/12, At 041030H,
the minc sweep found four AT mines on the side of tho road along the MSR
(Route 561) at YD 132625, The mines wore dostroycd in placo, 4t 041130H,
Co "L" (.} movod to YD 111598, cstablishod an LZ, completing the cmorgoney
ned-cvacs at 0411558, During tho mod-cvacs, oight rounds of ostimated 82rm
mortar firc was roccived. &nother attompt to establish an LZ was mede at
YD 107597 but incoming was again received (2 rounds of 82mm mortars).
CO ML¥W (~) returncd the casualtios overland to District Hoadquarters being
mot by trucks on the south sido of the Cam Lo River all elements at Dis-
trict Headquarters by 041350H, Tho roesults of the Co “WLM action were one
KIA, 45 WIA evac (including minor wounds), and six KIA - bodics not recover-
od (These were subsequently recovered on 13 and 14 March.). &t 041325H,
9th Marincs directed 3/4 to take action on & roport that the Headquartors
of tho 27th Independent Battalion was operating near YD 143600. &t 041415H,
a Co ™" platoon with a PF platoon began to swoep north from YD 143597
with a Co "IM platoon (rcinf§ in a blocking position from YD 133607 to
YD 131600, 4t 041809H, the Co "MM platoon and Co WIM platoon linked up and
: the sweep cndeds & total of 40 porsons werc detailned; 29 wore known male
: rogidents and wore released; one woman and two men were processed through
? District Homdquarters} cight youhg mon (along with tho six persons appre-
hended by the huntor/killer scam) were processed through U. S. channols
at District Hoadquarters. 4t 041530H, a Co ®I hunter/killer team vicin-
ity ¥D 155620 roceived a heavy volume of cstimated 82mm mortar fire from
viecinity YD 174628. Alrtillory and 8lmm mortar missions werc called re-
sulting in three encmy KIil's confirmed and onc 82mm moritar tube destroyed
confirmed by the 40, The hunter/killer toam meoved to vieinity YD 150620
x where they spotted six persons apparontly obscrving C-3. The persons
3 wore apprchonded and returned to C-3., 4t 042150H, Co ML" rolayed a ro-
port of an NVL battalion crossing the rivor at YD 126599 and requested
continuous 8lmm illunmination and an artillery mission., Tho mission was
fired with negative sightings. 4t 042200H, two Co "WL" LP's roported
activity to the front and around the village. Tho two activitios were
pulled in and illumination was fired. No further movemont was obscrvod.
At 042213H, Co ™" spotted movoment of ono porson moving into a trec line
at YD 115597 with a NOD, ALn 8lmm mortar mission was calloed and ended by
Digtrict Headquartors after only one round, At 0422330H, Co "L® gpottod
four persons 20 meters cast of the porimetor at District Headguartors.
Snall arms wore fired by solected riflcmen and onc man foll. The arca
was checkod at first light with ncgative results.

5Mar: One platoon (reinf) patrol, three platoon patrols, ono squad OP,
V-7
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ogg:jﬁ'fﬁ_f¥ﬁ%§§jkeight squad night ambushcs and five firc team night IP's
%EQQLGOQ;’-Qd*ﬁﬂﬁbe platoon and one squad were provided for road sweep

1 opglnoer sodirity, At 051030H, offorbs were made in cooporation with
thé‘Digtrict’Gb$§§;§§fgccover the Marinc bodiecs from Co "LW'g contact of

4 March, Friendly ¢ v;é;gns werce to attempt tho recovery, 4t 051230H, the
civilians returhod” nd reportod a platoon to a company sizo eneny unit had

preparod an anbush sito,and would not allow removal of the bodics. din

,,,,,,

artillery mission and.en -81mm mortar mission woro callod on the area at

- 051235H, ' 46 rounds of 8lmn mortars and 25 rounds of 105mm artillery were

fired with good target coverage. Ono NVL killed was confirmed by the 40, -
Lt 051055H, a twin 40 fron the road swoep hit a nine at ¥D 132625, at a
point proviously swept, resulting in one minor WIA., The twin 40 was in-
operable and was retricved by two tanks and returned to G-3 for repair,

Lt 052030H, the tower spotted movement through a NOD at YD 113603, 30
rounds of 8lmm mortar HE were fired with good target coverage. The results
are unknown,

6Mart Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol, onc squad OF, -
two fire team OF's, nine squad night anbushes and five fire team night L¥'s
werc cciducteds One platoon and one squad were provided as road sweep and
engineer sccurity. 4t 060905H, the road sweep found an AF mine on the MSR
(Route 561) at YD 145614, The nine was dostroyod in place. &t 061015H, -
Co "K", at CAP #3, received 30 to 35 rounds of estinated 85mm to 100mm are
tillery from an aziputh of 5900 mils., J4n artillery mission was fired and
one secondary explosion was observeds 4t 061540H, a Co "IM squad OF ob-
served two rounds of unknown caliber incoming artillery impact at YD 128625
and YD 134626, The OF was rolocated 50 meters and continued its mission,
4t 061745H, Co "K" approhended two VC suspects when thoy were obsorved
clearing the area of civilians prior to incoming artillory. The suspects
wére turned over to District Headquarters. 4t 062100H, a Co "I squad.
ambush spotted and fired upon throe pcople near YD 136625 while mving into
the ambush site. The cnemy returned fire with small arms and ten grenades.
The area was chocked at first light with ovidence of seven or oight pcople
founds,

Mar: Threc platoon patrols, one squad patrol, one squad OF, four fire
team OF's, eight squad (reinf) night ambushes and scvem firo team night
Li's were oconducted. Onc platoon and one squad were provided for road
swoep and onginoer socurity., &t 081350H, a Co "I platoon patrol found an
NVA platoon size complex of ecamouflaged fighting holos onc to two weeks old
with signs of rccent cccupancy, at YD 128625. Tho holes had rear oxits but
were without ovorhead cover. The arca was searched with negative resulis,
The holes were destroyed. A4t 081500H, Co "K' found two ChiCom cerrated
type A mines at YD 202594« The mines were lying in the open and were not
armeds The mines were blown in place, .

t

9Mar: Onec platoon patrol, threc squad patrels, fowr firc tean Oi's,
six squad night ambushes and five fire team night Li's were conducted.
One platoon and onc squad worc provided for road swoep and ongincer so-

eurity, &t 090300H, Go "M 3/) was chopped from 3/4 OFCON £g Ath Marines
17-8
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%‘or an operation with 2/9 vieinity YD 135552, 4t 091745H, the tower at
lstrict Headquarters received two rounds of sniper fire from a tree
a¥D 123591, The area was swopt with negative results, 4t 091940H, the
tower at Distriet Headquarters recoived six moro rounds of sniper fire
from the same area and from north, south and west of the perimetor, Fire
was. reburned by snipers on suspected encnly positions, The area was swept
with nogative results. &t 092220H, Co "KM, at CAP #3, roceived threo

rounds of unknown ealiber inconing artillery or rockcts from an unknown
location, :

oo

10Mar: One company (-) patrol, two platonn patrols, one squad petrol,
four fire team OF's, four squed night ambushes, and seven fire tean night
LP's wore conducted, One platoon and onc squad were provided for road
swecp and cngineer security, At 100915H, Co "™M* 3// was chopped from 4th
Marines OFCON to 3/4, 4t 101130H, the road sweop morth of the MSR (Roubo
561) found three 4T nines and twe booby traps vicinity YD 131625, The minos
wore Russian made TMe41's, The beoby traps were constructed of C-Ration
cans rigged to 4 pound blocks of TNT with pull fuzes, designed to detonata
if the cans wore kicked or picked up, The mines and booby traps were de-
stroyed in place, 4t 100930H, a Co "™M" squad provided sccurity for retricval
of a 2/12 truck which had turned ovor at YD 148585, Tho truck was rocove
orod and rcturned to Dong Ha, 4t 102100H, a Co "I" squad ambushk en routs
to its night time position spotted six enomy vicinity YD 135610, The '
onony was ongagod with M-79 rounds, 60mm mortars, M-42 (twin 40's} and
tanks with good target coverage, The enemy ran into a houso. The arce
was chocked at first light with ncgative results,

. 11Mar: Three platoon patrols, one squad patrol, one squad OF, threo
fire team OI's, six squad night ambushos and seven fire team might ILi'g
were conductod, One platoon and onc squad were provided for road sweop an
and cngincer sceurity, Lt 111805H, an FO observed one perscn- at YD 128617
sniping at vehicles on Route 561, 4n artillery mission was called and
14 rounds were fired with good targot coverage. The sniping coased,

... 12Mar:  Ono ‘squad 02, thres fire toap 0c's, "six squad night anbushos
and four fire toan night Li's wero conducted. Ono platoon and cno squad
wero provided for road swoop and ongineor seourity, ot 120210, two

trip flares'on the peringtor wire at C-3 went off at YD 137613, Two gre~
nades and five rounds of small arms were fireds No novement was ~
4% 121045H, a two Company body recovery operation (0 cration Order 5-68) -,
was postponed due to adverse weather, A4t 121920H, CXP #3 received four
to five rounds of sniper fire from the north side of the Cam Lo River,

Tho fire was returned with two rounds of 3/5 fire (one WP, one HE) and 22
rounds of artillery (HE) with good target coverage and unknown results,
4t 122030H, a Co "KM squad aribush spotted an estinated platoon size eneny
force at YD 176584, noving toward CAD #3., 4n artillery mission wag called,
26 rounds of nixed HE, VI, #nd WP and two rounds of illumination were
fired with good target coverage, Screans were heard during the fire
mission, The area was checkod; no bodics or weapons were found, but drag
marks were observed. 4t 122200H, three males (12-15 year) wore Retaina
and turned over to Digtrict Headquarters. They wore élassified as innocent
civilians and roleased to the National iolice at District ﬂéadquartorsz?, in

.
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1% Mars: Thrée tire tean OI"s, ‘seven squad night ambushes, and seven
fire team night LE™s were conducted. One platoon gnd one squad were pro-
vided.. for roag dweep and engincer security. Two company tank-infantry
dy rec vez?{ operation was conducted in gccordance with 3/4 Operation
rder 5- 8. At 130950H, Co "K" recovered four Marine bodies, from Co "L%'s
con;l:ac*b “of 4 Mgrch, at YD 10660%. Search of the area did not reveal the
‘other two bodies. The bodies were sent to "D Med. Co "K" rveocived
eight suspected incoming rockets from YD 095615 and four rounds ¢f 82mm
mortar fire and eight rounds of unknown caliber artillery, one minor
WIA -] sustg;nad 38 rounds of oounter-bat tery fire were fired by Btry
4Dt 2/12 with unknown resultss At 1316151, artomatic weapons at Yg
196597 were detected firing on a vehicle on Route 9. 4 60mm morte} mission
wag. fired w:.th good ta::get coverage ‘and unknown results.

14Mar: Two pla,toon patrols, one smzad patrol, four fire tegm OP'a,
six squad night amtughes and gevén fire team night IP's were conducted.

One platoon -nd one squad were provided for road sweep and enginmer securitys

At 140825H, three male persons, ages 17, 18, and 19, were detaincd. One
had an ID, two had papera. The three persons were turned ovor to District
Headquarters. The perasona were identified as college students and were
released to the ‘Nationgl Police. At 141130H, during removgl of mines at
District Headquarters, onc mine-exploddd killing threc persons, one

from 11th Engincer Bn, and two from 1st .Amtrac Bn. At 14205GH, Co "L®
spotted two suspectdd onemy in the open. *he area wgs taken under fire with
six rounds of 60mnm nortar HE with good target coverage. The arca was
checked at first light with negs,tive resultse At 142125H, Co "KW, at CAP
#3, received 25 rounds of estimated incoming 60rnm mortar fire thqt fell
ghort of the perineter wire. an artillery nmission was called in. 25
rounds of HE were fired with good target covernge and unknown danage. it

~~~~~

14:}05{, [ -rbuah detectcd mmrement of appro:dmpfely Beven ehery in
the vici.nity of Y77583. "4 60mm mortar mieaion was adjusted ontd tho
‘ar rwa.r:zJc:h.ev.:l:aw:l at fJ.rst 113'!1{: with negative results.

i *I'\?i‘ e DRl e Fron Go OISR

patrol, three fire tean

OP's eight sgzad m.ght ambushes and five FivG Yo night 1¥'s wore conduct-
efl- “One. ‘pLatoon and onic’ sqad ‘werd provideri for rosd sweep and enginsger
sécuTitys AT TH133MH, & Co' vIW gqtrol ‘found distinct snesker footprints
of four of five perscns hodding west on the tank trail moinxty YD 124626.

VS

'l‘he a:n'ea was checked' wﬁh :nega.tive resulta. CmeRiemregee

wehlold an sdolte ;»a i"»« i oy toy nlusion

S PR, S

wnR 161{3::: Two’ platoon oatrols, two ‘squad patrols, one fire teasn OP,
nine squ~d night anbuahes ani five fire teen night LP's were conducted.
One platoon and oné ‘sqiad’ "word provided for road wwedp ahd ‘enginser’secur-
ity. At 161100}1, a Co "M patml ‘Fourd two shells, spparchtly priners
for norta:cs, af YD 168611+ 4t 161 2231 C-3 received two rounds of est--
mated Sa:n nortar fire frof an uhknom posi’cion. At 161 4?50}1, 9, Cc wpe
”')"*trul found three fneé‘hly dug fi‘ghnng holew 1%' a3y 4! Loty and LA
{dra WE YD 1246169 Tho ,arcg was chooked out with negafive results. 4t
162110H, o Co "I grbush en route to the aibush site at YD 133625, heard
nov,nent %o ‘the Front apa oponed fing with aigll amis and M-79 rounds and
ved""return"fir " Pho gnbuelf hoved on line wud swept through the’ )
ZRI 2 CY L% B2 DS CHe aPia WS GRAOH UNAIT 1irv wid
b N0 wl bR rIv..1o o .
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enemy_pos;tm‘g;?asulting in two NA KIA confirmed, and twe AK-4T's and
nigcellancous equipment captureds At 162345H, a Co "I® anbush spotted
threc perscns coning down Rcute 561 fron the north to check out the bodies
froo the previous anbush. The agmbush was sprungs 4 scarch tean went out
and received one chicen grenade. The area was searched producing one NV
KI4 confirmed and one SK8 carbine cgptured. ’

1TMar: Two squad pabrols, two fire tea, OP's, ning gquad night ambushes,
and geven fire tean night ILP's were conducted. One platoon and cne squad
were proviled for roa’l sweep and enginecr szourity. .t 172015H, as a Co "IV
anbush was noving to its night fime peosition they were erronecusly fired
upon by s second Co "I gnbush that was already in poaition at YD 129621.
One friendly KIA non-hostile resulted. &n investigation was initiat .d.

18Mar: One platoon patrel, one squad patrol, one hunter/killer tean,
tirce fire tean OP's, eight squad night ambushes and seven fire tean night
1P's were conducted. One platoon and one squad were provided for road
sweep and, engincer security. At 18083CH, District Headquarters reported
having one fenmale GVN Propaganda Tean nenber at their position with her
throat cut in six places. Relatives reported that the VC entered the JAn
Huang haplet during the night, placed an "execution tag" on the woman,
cut her throagt and left her for deads. An cnergency ned-evac was requested
and corpleted. At 181246H, five suspects were spotted anong s herd of cows,
apparently observing C-3, at YD 135625. The suspects were taken to District
Headquarters for interrogation, where they were released to the National
Police as innocent civilians. At 182125, a Co "I"™ anbush, located ~t YD
130626, received several rounds of suspected eneny mortars ground their
position fron end unknown direction. They memained in position ani con-

tinued their nission.

19Mar: One platoon patrcl, ~ne platocn (~) patrol, two squad patrols,
three fire teap OP's, ton squad night enbushes, and fivs fire tean night
IP's were conducted. One platoon and cne squad were provided for road
sweep and engincer securitye« at 191000H, CAP #, personnecl observed
several Victngnese carrying bundles on poles. When approached, the Vict=
namese fled leaving the bundles bohind. The buhdles contained two badly
decoiposed bodics which were sent to Dong Ha graves reglstration. The
bodics were identified as the renaining bodies fren Co MLM's contact of
4 March. 4000 $ VN was paid through the village chief for recovery of
the bodies, since cnrrdination had been nade through the District bhief

to encourage such an endegvols

20Mer: Three platoon patrels, onc aquad patrol, three fire teen
Or's, nine squad night anbushes, six fire tean night OP's were conducted.
One plate n and one squad were provided for road sweep and enginecr scourity.
A&t 200100H, C4P #1 received four rounds of .60mn mortar fire fron YD 121593.
The rounds inpacted spproxinately 50 o 100 meters outside the perineter.
Co "L" fired 42 rounds of 60mm HEI, six rounds of 60mn illumination with
very good target coverage and unknown results. At 200820H, a Co “I"
patrol detained three nale civilians age 20 who did not possess ID Cards.
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The detgineé‘k%fre turned over to CIT and released as innocent civilians.
At 201050?1,;% %o 12 rounds of sniper fire and one W round were received
at 0-3\1;%3“;"1 right of C-3 vicinity YD 145618+ +#n 81nn : ission was fired
with good target covernge and unknown results. o patrol was sent to check
out tho area (negative results) and to establish a day OP. At 202050H,
a 8o "L" Marine was wounded b an accidental discharge while on zn IP.

A& ned-evac was requested and co:pleteé at 202220H.

-

2Mar: Two platoon patrols, three squad patrols, tw. firc teap Op's,
eight squad night ambushes and five fire tean night Ii''s were conducted.
One platorn and one squad were provided for road gweep and enginamer
security. 4t 220430H, Co "M (Reinf), along with Cornand Group "B",
departed on g cormpany (Reinf) search and destroy operation scuth of Can
Tu (YD 1862)« At 220700H, Co "M (Reinf) heard small axms fire vicinity
183605, The area was swept with negative results. At 220713, Co “M"
(Reinf) found several living bunkers at YD 183605. One of the larger
bunkers was blown and Co "M" (Reinf) contimied its mission. 4% 221000,
all houses snd shelters in Thon Dinh Xa (YD 181 595) were burncde 4t 221045H,
gll units involved in the operaticn had returned to their positions. A4t
221800H, an FO in the tower at C-3 called an artillery nission on seven
suspected NV4 at YD 117612, The area was checked with negative results.
At 222115H, =n FO in the tower at C-3 spotted suspected eneny movenment at
YD 11%15¢ 4n artillery mission was called and ten rcunds of HE were
fired with good targ:t coverage and unknown resultse A4t 2221 58H, anFO
in the tower at -3 spotted sugpect:d enemy movenent at YD 102605, Right
rounds of 105 illunination were fired with negative sightings.

23Mar: Two platoon patr:ls, three squad patrols, two fire tean OP's,
two squad night anbushes snd four fire tean night li's were conducted.
One platoon -nd one squad were provided for road sweep and engineer sec=-
uritys At 23120UH, 3/4 tock over operational control of C-2 fron 2/1. ut
931214, two suspects ages 15 and 21 were apppehended by the 3/4 road
patrol at YD 148617, The suspects were taken to District Headquartors
where they were released by the National Police as innocent civilians.
1t 241410H, C-2 réceived 11 rounds of incening 60mn and 82mn mortars
from YD 084657+ Ciunter nortar artillery was fired with good target
coversge and unknown results. Ab 231530H, C-2 received ten rounds of un-
knbwn caliber inconing artillery, fron a 6000 nil azirmth, resulting in
four WLA'se .rtillery was fired with unknown results and an 40 was requested.
Ab 2T15%0H, a sweep of the sampan village west of the Cem Lo River Bridge,
in sn arca where there is believed to be il.icit commerce, was conducted
by a Co "M" platorn and the National Police. It is believed that the
civiliane were warned of the sweep because no contraband was found. Civilians
were intorrogated and warned that the sale of U. S. g ods in that ares were

illegals )

24Mar: Two platron patrols, three squad patrols, three fire tean
Opis, seven squad night spbushes, and seven fire tegn night IP's were
conducted. One platosn and one squrd were provided for road sweep and
engineer security. i\t 240200H, a Co "M" 1D observed four pers.nnel
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moving towar eir position, coning within 200 meters. Illunination -
was fired am no further novenent was obscrved. At 240720H, the north
tower pt 2 spotted eneny rockets being fired frun vieinity YD 171646. an
artl; nission was galled with unknown results. A4t 241150H, -2
rece %r} three rcunds of estimated 82nim inconing nortars fren vieinity
35 resulting in one WLA :non~evacs. An artillery nission was

gled with a reaction time of four nimtes. 28 rounds of 10%m HE were
delivered end adjusted by the towers at C-2 and C-3 with good target cover-
sge. The inconing was suppresseds. it 241730H, C-2 received one
roupd of estinated 152an artillery fron an unknown dirccticn. The towers
at C-2 and O-3 were notificde At 241920H, 9th Marines reported a Adowned
heliorpter at YD 191589. &t 241925H, Co "M" sent two squads fren C4P #3 to
provide secourity for the downed helicopter. At 241940H, 9th Marines re- ’
ported that elements of 12th Marines were at the downed helicopter and would
link up with the Co "M" squads. At 242045H, the linkeup botween the
Co "M" squads and 12th Marines elements was cormpleted. The units rensined
as security for the downed helicopter through the night. At 241849,
3/4 assumed OPCON of Co WL 3/1 and chopped one pl vtocn of Co ML 3/1
tz 1/4 at the C-2 Bridge pbsition, keeping the remainder of the conpany
at C-2.

25Mar: Two plateon patrols, two squad patrols, six fire tean OP's,
seven squad night ambushes, and siy fire tegn night LY 's were conducted.
One plat~~n and one squad wore provided for road sweep and engineer sec-
urity. At 251350H, a Co "M" patrol found seven fresh fighting holes and
one 60mn mortar pit at YD 176595. The holes were filled in.

26Mars One platcon patrol, four sqund patrols, six fire team O0's,
six squad nlght anbushes anl seven fire tean night LP's were conducted.
One platoor-& ! one squad were provided for road sweep and engineer secur-
ity. At 2610005, 1gb 1’1qto~n, Co "a", 18t Bn, 5028 Inf, 24 Brig, 101 a8t
Airborne patrol apprehended cne VO suspect at YD 114589 Suspect was
taken to D:Lstrlct Heﬂquarters a.nd released a8 an innocent cl:v,rﬁ,j_an.

27 Mart Go "KM platorn operation (Operaticn Long Junp, Sce Docuren-
tatinn), three platoon pa,trols, four squad patrols, one hunter/killer
tean, five fire tean O.'sy six Bquad night anbushes, and seven fire
temn night Ii'g ‘were conducted. One plato-n and one squad were provided
for road sweep and engineer secur:,tyn At 270800H, a Co YEM patrol found
a whip type booby trap with banbo: spikes at YD 124579. “he booby '
trap wae destroyed with one M-26 gredade. At 271100H, Co "KM received .
threc rounds of estma'bcd 82nn nortar fire from 5300 nils.. Four rounds of
1050 HE were fired at YD 116603 and 18 rounds at YD 105602 with go 4
target coverage and unknown results. 4t 271535H, two rounds of estimated
8onn nortar fire was received at the LZ west of C=3. Counter mortar was
fired by 81umnf~r‘bn,rs and artillery with good target coverage and unknown .
results. it 2T1540H, a 101st iirborne patrcl apprehended one VC suspect .
about 17 yoars old. The suspect was taken to Digtrict He~dquarters and o e
released as an innocent civilian. At 271720H, C~2 received four rounds of g‘ o
estlmate'i 82m“ mortar flre from a 4640 mll azirmth. N
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28Mar- ' ﬁwl:ﬁboon .mtrols, che sqvmd patrsl, one hunter/k:.ller

team, five. fi;e tean Ov's, six squad night ‘aibushes, and. e;.ght fire tean
night O”'g‘?ere conducted. One platoon and one squad were provided for
-rOad 8webrand engineer security. At 261040H, a hunter/killer tean found
S fw ;reshly dug fighting holes at YD 099638+ They also found gan O. in

. a t¥%e with excellent observation of C-2 and two graves narked 37/27 Bn
taﬁd 38/ 27 Bn. -4t 281145, C-2 received ten rounds of inconing 82nn nortar
fire from YD 116634 resulting in 5 WEA's ned-evac. .in artillery nission
was fired with go~d target coverage and unknown results. At 281145,
Digtrict Headquarters received eight to ten rounds of 120mn nortar fires
resultlng in five WIA'sS ned-evac and one WLA non-evace Artillery was fired
with gord barget coversge and unknown results. At 281400H, a hunter/kill-
or teant received sniper fire fron YD 107637. FPire was returned resulting
in one eneny KIA confirmed and ertn_llexy was fired with good target cover-
age. At 281545, Digtrict Headquarters ‘received thrae rounds of 120mm
fiortar fire resulting in two KIA's and five WIA's med-evacs artillery
was fired with gnood targ t cover~ge and unknown results. At 281708H,
G-2 received five rounds of estinated 82un mortar fire from YD 112631.
46 rounds of HE were fired with good target coverage. One secondaxry
explosion was observed. At 282145H, a Co "I Marine has an accidental
discharge while cleaning his pistol resulting in facial wounds. The Marine
was treated at the BiSe. An investigation was initiated. Ag 282200H,
4 TV8~6 picked up movenent at YD 15%615. An 81mn mortar rission was fired
with gond target coverages Movenen‘b ce'a,sed. ' '

AN TR W
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29Max" One platoon pq‘bl”‘l, one- squad patrol, one hunter/killer
team, five fire team O.'s, six sg_uaﬂ night anbushes and seven fire tem , S
night 1P's were conductede One ‘platcon and one squal were provided for
3 road sweep and “éngineer gecurity. it 2810 50H, a Co "IM patrol found a
conpa.ny gize perinmeter occnsisting of apnrOXlTlatbly 100 flght;,ng holes at
D 151629, The holes appeared to-be one to two woeks old. *he area was
ﬁarkerl for H&I fire. At 291405[:{, C=3 recelved six rounds of’ estmated ’
1 20mn mortq:c fire From YD 096623 result:.ng in one KIA, three WIAi's med—
eve}c ;-md one W non-evacs € »unter mor’car was ﬂ_y_-ed by artlllery and
81rn mp_:gt-u:s m.th gooa t«,rget cover-age ‘and unknown results. ..t 291555H,
0-3 received one round of ‘estinated 120 morf:a:c fire“fron ar’ azimith
75100 mils resulting in two WLl's ned—evac and three WIA's u'n-evace
fs.r“ 11 ery’ qu flred w1th g“r*d ta,rge% coverage a,nd unimown resuits. ‘

f tem, flve fll\, “$ehr Ol“s, seven 8quaﬂ m.ght gmbushes and sixz five team

night 1i''s were conducted. “One’ piq.‘boon alid ohe gquad were provided for

road sweep am englneer secu.‘m.'by. At 30113OH, a Co "¢ 3/1 Marire was

hit in the n;ms 'gnd face 'by fragxents ‘froma defective 35" rocket round.

The Marine wng triatod at the BAS and returned to 3/1 LST. 4n invest-

1ga,’c10n Wwas 1n1t:.atc?i. At 301 7058, Co "M" personnel on Route 9 received

sniper fire fron D 164584 .A:b the sane time, approxinately ten worien

i with childreén were observed Gafrying twd baskets of beans and six sacks of

| rlce""bowa:cd the ares fron which the fire camé.” "A% 301710H, a Co K" patrecl
a;pprehendcd four male civiliasns who did not possess ID Cards. The personnel
were tgken to D:Lstnct Hendquaxters, where they were released as inngcent

c;nllans. B v ‘ i " qu— | A
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FAMar: One platoon patrol, four squad patrols, six fire team OP's,
five squad night ambushes and six fire tean Li''s were conducted. One ﬁ
ﬁplator:n.aéﬁ'd one squa?l were provided for road sweep and enzineecr security.
“At 31300H, a hunter/killer tean found the following vicinity YD 106629
orie, 82nm mortar pit with a clear impressior cf base plate four %o five days
cls; five cmppy 82 fuze cans; five enpty chicon increnent cang; %0
black fuze covers; 25 half covered tunkers, 6' long, 4'deep, 2' wide;

HY

05 gpider holes; one empty 82nn cannisters the area was checked with

' negative results. At 311025, an 40 spotted what he believed to be fresh-
’ 1y dug fighting holes at YD 450656 . patr-l was sent and checked out

. the area with negative results. A4t 3120%H, Co “K" reported PF-elemdnts
in contact with an estingted VC platoon at YD 128600. Co "K" fired 8inm
illuniination and HE and 60mn illunination, resulting in three VC KIA
confirnede 4t 312124H, a Co "M" anbush spotted an estinated ten persenvel
noving west 1o enst vicinity YD 135602. The ambush engaged the personnel
with M-26 fragmentation greandes and small amse. 7The arca was checked
under Illunination with negative results. The gnbush noved to a secom-
ary anbush site.
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SECTION v

PR % LOGISTICS
TN
1.  Gatigral
>

wi:éé%f’ as The battaglion remsined in the C~-3, C-3 Bridge, Cam Lo District

Headquarters, and CAP #3 positions during March, On 22 March the C-2
pogition was sdded to the battalions ares of operagtions, and L 3/1
from the SLF was placed OPCON to the battalion.

bs Daily resupply was conducted over the road to the C-3 position

of supply Classes I, III, IV, and V. The supplies were further gigtri-
buted from that point to the using units by the S~4 FuD.

ae The overall supply support during this period was considered
satigfactory.

be Some critical shorfages of supplies existed and were reported in
the Logisiic Summary Report:

Antenna, AT-2714 Lamp, Incand (81mm mortar)
Motor Transport Repair Parts Rocket Launcher 3.5
 Mattress, Pneumatic Rifle, 106mm

Ce Other shortsges includes

Clgymore mines 8! Stakes

3« Transportastion

as Motor Transportstion support from 9th Motors was fair to sabis-
factory. Toward the latter part of March vehicle support was minimsl due
to maintenance problems gnd loss of US Armmy truck support to 9th Marines.

3 bs The deadline rate for the M-42241 in this reporting period is
forty five per cent; of eighteen.(18) M-422A1 vehicles, eight were dead~
lineds Seven (7) of the eight (8) vehicles are down for 3d echelon re-
pairs. One other vehicle is down for 2nd echelon, and parts have been
dropped from our aceount. Two others have beenplaced on order to replace
thems Two M-42241's have been code X by FLSU and have been dropped from

AL AL L LU

our account,

ce There agre 5 communicstions vehicles in the battalion of which one
(1) is deadlined. One (1) M-3841 is desdlined for work on the electrical
wiring and is in FLSU at this time.

_ B ; . - . -
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4 The bat}alion has 30 M-274A2 vehicles of which four (4) are dead-
lined. Threg wre down for parts which have been placed on order and ‘one
(1) is i,%ELSU for repairs from sn accident.

Eal
¢

Af%’ﬁ‘me b'attaiion has four (4) M-3701 vehicles; three (3) are operation-
1 8n1 one (1) is in FLSU for a new engine.

f. There is one luber snd one Steem Jenny in the battalion. Both
are deadlined for parts that are on order.

g, Two (2) of the six (6) M-107 water~-buffaloes are deadlined for
parts vhich are on ordere It is not known how long it will be before
these parts will arrive. ~

he The Motor pool has been split into two (2) shops; one (1) in the
rear at Dong Ha and one at C-3: ghere are eight (8) enlisted at both
positions with both positions having the same maeintenance capability.

There has been some success in acquiring mule parts from Amy unite in uang
Tri. This is the only source available for these parts.

4o Migcellgneous

@+ Laondry Service by FLSG-B was reported poor in the March Logistic
Summery Report. Mich clothing has been lost and much of i% is returned
dirty. Often the laundry is not ready for pick-up on the designated

days.

be Toe for messhalls and clubs was also reported as being inadequate
in smounts and availability. This could become a problem with the hotter
weathers

ce The battalion started submitting the new MARES Reports on unit
supplies and equipment readiness. The supply and equipment status
of the battalion remained in the C-1 category during Mgrch.

V-2
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SECTION VI
k
W

The Ba’ctallon ma,lnta;ned statlon on the following radio nets while
on fleld operations during this period:

Regt TAC # éFMg
Bn TAC #2
Bn Admin (FM)

4 g QDIEMIICATIUND & BLACTRONIGS

be Additional stations manned at the base camp posision at Cam Lo
Artillery Position included:

Regt TAC #2 EFM') (RC - 292)
Convoy Control (FM) (RC - 292)
CAP  TAC (F11) (RC - 292)

Ce At the Battalion forwsrd CP position gt C-2, the Batcalion main-
tains the following stations:

Bn TAC sH g 3 ch - 292
Regt T4 #1 i) (RC - 292
Convoy Control (F1)

d. The Battalion Rear at Dong Ha maintained g station on the Battalion
Adminigtration.

e. Supporting arms circuits for gir and artillery were employed
utilizing FM equipment.

2, Wire

as The Bgbislion Rear gt Dong Hg maintains wire communications for
administrative purposes and provides two trunkd to the 9th Marines.

be The Battglion maintains an extensive CP wire system at Cam Lo
Artillery position; Cam Lo River bridge, and C-2 including latersl trunks,
and connecting trunks with C-2 Bridge.

3. Radio Relays

a+ Provides two common user circuits between Cam Lo Artillery position

and 9th Marines for exclusive use of this Battalion, although 9th Marines'
end of circuit has been inoperable a majority of the month. Radio Relay
provides two common user trunks between C-2 and 9th M:rines for exclusive
uge of this Bawtalion.

VI-1
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4o Power Y

- ‘lzofg T for the Battglion Rear,; Cam Lo Artillery position and C-2
« provided by the 11th Engineers.

,?_W
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A SEOTTON VII
o ==
_ ARTILLFRY SUPPORT

Pt
g, During the month of March, while 3/4 was operating in the Cam Lo
g%omplex and the C-2 area, direct support artillery was provided by 2/124

Galls for fire during this period were answered by '"D" Biry o/12, "E" Btry
2/1 2, YFW Btry 2/1 2, '"H" Btry 3/1 2, Cglls for fire were also answered by
LY Btry 4/12, "M" Btry 4/12, and 1st 8" How Biry. These batteries were
assigned general andfor reinforcing support missions as appropriate.

2. While operating in the Cem Lo Complex and the C-2 area, forward obser-
vers in support of 3/4 called in a total of 334 fire missions expending
4,0%2 roundse An sdditional 4,750 rounds were expended on 897 H&L targetss

%, During the month of March, as the positions within the 3/4 AO begen
to experience sporadic incoming mortar or artillery, steps were taken to

improve our fire support. Prinecipel . goals were to shorten response time,
conduct preplanned suppressive fires, and follow with on call degtructive
fires. To achieve these goals, emphagis was given to the folldwing areast

ae The use of tanks to provide immediate fires on preplanned targets

when incoming is taken.
bi Improvement and updating of preplanncd target lists in the Sounter-
rocket snd counter-mortar planse

(1) Better target intclligence through expanded training in crater

a 81y5iS .

(2) Dircct cooperation between 9/12 and 3/4 in providing analysis
of shell rragment or finge.

c. Improved radio procedures.

(1) Copr-ct transmission practices.

: (2) Inclusion of sﬁatement that incoming is being takeon when calle
ing fire mission.
(3) Better description of targets to include long axis, direction
of movement, ond terrain and vegetation characteristicse

d. Assistance from CMR's (under operation of 2/12) when consistency

. in a firc source is detected. .

4e Tne following ls a summaxy of artillery support during the month of

Marchs

- VII-4
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aﬁ‘beﬂ I '%3 Fire Missions Rounds Bxpended
-~ @" g 24105) 190 21%
”" TS/ : ?1053 78 526
‘g i 2/12 105 54 a6
e 3/12 (105 56 74%
AL 4§12 152 % e
w4712 (15
1st 8% How 3 43
234 4032
Battery H&I's Rounds Expended
D" 2/12 (105) 298 123
mge 2/12 (105) 165 820
npn /12 (105) 142 Z?,%
e 3/12 2105g 137 012
ol 4412 (1 55) 188 540
e 4/12 155 ,
1st 8% How 240 | 240
897 4750
SECRET R
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g ?;% SECTION m;
NS 4IR_SUPPORT

.. gDuring the month of March 1968, 3d Bn, 4th Marines was agsigned the
_défense of the Cam Lo:ares, requiring a minimum of -sir support. Weather

“juring this period was favorable for gll air mission requested.

33 Battalion, 4th Marines requested a total of 22 med-evacs and 3
VR's during this period, these were carried out with g minimum delays
During this period 3/4 was slso given the missions of 1ifting 24 Bn,
1st Marines from C-2 artillery position and the lifting of units of the
401 st Airborne. These were carried out with o minimum of delay and were

contrclled by 3/4 persomnel.

During this period 3/4 requested 25 A0's to mgke VR's of patrol
routes and to recon our area of operation, AO's egain proved valuable
in gpotting enemy positions, and in controlling airstrikes and artillery
migsions against these positions.

The following is a sumgry of the gir support given to 3 Bn,
4%h Marines during the month of March.

Type Requested Remarks
Figed Qing 1 Requested by AO*s on

targets of opportunity.
Total BDA for ell fixed
wing strikes our area
was % Bunkers destroyed,
4 Bunkers dsmaged 20
fighting holes destroyed,

{1 secondarye

" AQ's aircraft 25 Spotted enemy positions
to and controlled artillery

and air strikes.

Resupply None None
Medevacs 22
l Troop Lifts . A Lifded out 2/1 from

0e2., Lifted units of
1018t Airborms end
VR fromC-3 and C~2e

SAR None

TPQ's 130 ‘ 30 gonducted in support
of 3/4.
Vi1
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SECTION IX

MEDICAL AFFAIRS

Xh%Fing the month of March a rear BAS was maintained at Dong Hae A
forward BAS funotioned at C-3 supervised by the Battalion Surgeon. On
Moxch 23d another BAS was established at C=2 with three corpsmen, a two
man BAS was initiated at Cam Lo River Bridge position for purposes of

- Med=Cap in the nearby villages.

2. Shortly after the beginning of the month, Med-Cap's were begun.
Thege were conducted by the battalion surgeon at Gam Thai, Father Co's
Catholic Mission in the Cam Lo Refugece Village, and in the Montagnard
Refugee Village. Oorpsmen conducted a daily Med-Cap in Camn Thai. &8
of March 25, %61 Vietnamese patients were seen by the Battalion Surgeon
and 185 by the corpsmen for a total of 646s 4 total number of 102
oivilians were vaccinated against cholera.

Be Common problems encountered by the Medical Department weret

ne Obedstopml rakguhave been reported, but the problem is less since
the instiution of ral traps.

bs About the middle of the month the possibility of a cholera epidemic
in the Refugee Village arosej although these were no proven cases up~-
dating of cholera vaccination was initiated for 600 troops.

¢ Many of the hesds mre being repalred, primarily by sereening and
replacement of missing boards.

1 4« There wore 4 WLA corpsmen during March.

5, The personnel sibtuation is as follows:

a« Porsomnel Transferred 0
be Personnel Reccived 0
oo Tumber of Personnel on 59 Enlisted
Board ‘ 1 Officer
I
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T a‘@%w CIVIL AFFAIRS

’Lgsz ations between 3d Battalion, 4th Marines mnd the village and hamlet
officisls of Cam Lo and Cam Thai continued to be excellent. Military and
civil affairs activities are coordinated between the command and the Senicr
Army Advisor, Cam Lo District, and the Gam Lo District Chiefs

2. Civil Affairs Activities. Med-Caps were conducted by the Battalion
Surgeon and coordinated with the Cam Lo Vistrict Headquarters. The Cam

Lo Digtrict Medical Officer, six PF corpsmen and two Vietngmese Catholic
nuns aided the USMC persomnel in med-caps and were given detailed explanations
on disgnosks, and proper treatment of unusual cases. Tis type of Civil
Affairs activity in proving to be the best reseived project in this area.

On seversl occasions, information was gathered ~h~nt VO acti+r tv in the

Cam Lo Refugee Villaege during the med-cap. <& . S N 'y To
insure that med-cap activities were not duplicatod in wie Cam Lo Refugee
Villagé sll med-caps were coordinated with §-5 4th Marine Reginent. As a
result of the talks, the 4th Marine Regiment will med-cap in the Can Lo
Refugzc Catholic Sector and the An Ca Monitgnard Village. Cooperation and
joint efforts will continue between 3/4 and 4th Marine Regiment with the

goszl of achieving a better Civil Affairs progran for the Cam Lo Refugee Arcae

Toward the end of March intelligence and agent reports showed an in-
creasc of NVA/VC activity around the Can Lo Rrfugee Village. 4lso 3/4
received inconing at Cam Lo District Lealquarters, and at Cam Lo Hill.
Thess $wo factors hampered greatly med-caps end other Civil Affairs activ-
ities as the Battslion Surgeon, and corpsnon, and other Marines were needed
in their regular roles. However, as the tacticd situation permits Civil
Affaivs activities will contime as a najor part of the 3/4 activities in
the Cam Lo Complex. .

At the beginning of March coordination was effected with CIT personnel
at Ganm Lo District Hoadquarters, to screen several prospective barbers.
After the screening thres barbers were selected and issued passes identie
fying then as porsons eligible to cut hair for 3/ 4s Barbers opcerate cone
cessions nt smail fonced in barber shops located near the gates at Can
Lo Bridge (C~34) and Can Lo Hill (C-3). The price of 30 § VN has been
get for s haircut, and the system has proven to be very satisfactorye.

On 12 March the Battalion resumed its ATD progran to pay civilians
for filling sandbags. - total of 15,000 $ VN were paid %o Capn Thai vill-
agers, at the rate of 1 $ VN raz sanigab filleds On 17 and 24 March, 5-2
soouts held classes on the English langusge at the Cgn Lo Ressttlenent
Village (Catholic sector)e The classes were given to first and second
gradc students and were very well recoived. On 19 March metarigl~ were
obtained and a project initiated to repair a Monmtagmard sehodl House wHish
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was dancgdd By artillexy fire during the TET offensive. This project is
currently underway with 4z Cu villagers (Montagnards) supplying all the
necessary labor. On 21 March the Battalion was able fo improve control

on the selling of goods to USMC personnel. Working with the Can Lc Bistrict
Chief, a market place was esbablished in a fenoed area just to the sduth of
the Cam Lo Bridges Control is excrcis:d by 3/4 sontries and visits by

Can Lo National Police.

Lter the nwket place had been establish.d the Ca Lo Disgtrict Chief and
the Cqa Thai Haulot Chicf passed the word that it was the only anthoriged
selling place. Coordination waes then effuocted between Cam Lo District

Officials and 3/4, and several raids were conducted on other vending sites.
During the joint (USMC and National Police) x-ids all whiskey and beer

was confiscated and villagoers were told tint the unauthorized vending
would stop or they would be armested. In order to further contrel selling
a roving patrolwas established with the approval of Dai Uy Rap, Canm Lo
District Chief, on the road fron C=31 to C-3. Their nission is to stop

a1l roadside selling to U. S» personncl and to ksep villagers away from

vehicles.

Catholic services were held for 3/4 persomnel at Can Lo Artillery
position and Can Lo Y; gtrict Headquarters on 17 and 24 March hy Father
Co, n Vietnmicse priest fron the Catholic resetilement villag:e The Father
Was delighted to help and 3/4 was grateful for his serviges. On 13 Maroh
two Marine bodies were recovered by oivilians of Can Lo ~ efugee Village.
The Babtalion showed its appreciation by rewarding each of the eight vill-
agors 2,000 § VN and exjressing our sincercst thanks. “he villagers had
%o risk their lives in order o recover the bodies ani showed their sin-
cere concern for USMC forces. Thos: bodies had nor been found in a pre-
vious sweep through the area and a search by civilians had been encouraged,
working through the District Chief.

Conbined military/civil affairs necetings were held at the Cam Le Disg-
trict Headquarters and Cam Lo Hill (6-3) between Lt.Ccl Bendell, Comnianding
Officer 3/4; Major Hannon, Sdnior Arny Alvisor; and Dal Uy Rao, Can Lo
District Chief. The discussions centered on: (a) problens involving
civilian sales mctivities along the MSR, (b) Med-caps, and other Medical
needs, and (¢) rilitary activities and employment of conbined forces in the
Cari L. arca.

2, Significant Dvents. Vi-tnanese vendors along the MSR during the first
fow wecks of March were openly selling mnasrous black narket items in-
cluding slcoholic beverages ad narijuana. ‘lhese activities have been
stopped or greatly reduo:d throvgh raids (conducted by USHC personnel and
National Police), and the opening of the authorized, controlled markete

On 18 M rch, the Can Lo Bistrict Chief and USMC persomnel removed 2
pig fron a house yard inside the perineter ot Can Lo Bridge. he pig had
beon kept =t the house after the house had been vacinted. HowaVer, secur-
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ity prqhib};t's civilians fron entering the perineter to foed the pig. The head

-

of the house was diven a sufficient anount of barbed wire and four eng-

incer stakes to rebuild his pen and the pig was removed with no apparent
repercussions.

A continuing problan of keeping children and Vietnamese civilians
oub of the trash dwip exists. Sentyy posts hav: been established and inter—
preters have warned the people to stay away with scme success.

A8 clothing is sent to the wattalion chaplain by chmrches and indivi-
dual in the states, goods are disburged anong those in greatest need
_through the 3/4 AID progran. Packages of clothing and toys are given to
hailet chiefs and are then distrituted by them to those who arc most in
need. This progran has concentrated on the An Ca Montagnard Village as
nany children in this arca have nothing to wear. Recently 3/4 was joined
in this progran by Task Foree Robbie pers mnel znd to date nore than 10U
erticlos of clothing and toys have been distributed.

The average Vicinwese titude toward the military in the C't: Lc, Cmu
Thai arca rehains passive and hard to judge at tines, tut an stmogphere
of fricndship has always prevailed in this area on thegsurface. Relations
were definitely strained during theTIT ~ffensive; however, it is believed
that no lasbing gains were naite by the Cormrmnistse # sound working ral gbinn-
chip with fhe Cam Lo Pistzict  hief, National Police Chief, and the Cam
Thai Haplet Chief has prevented seriocus incidents and oreated what is hoped
40 g lasting friendship.

~ The Can Lo area is undergoing changing tines end.indigencus perpomel
Acrionstrate varied feelingse The lo g established rosidents ot “am Lo lock
unon refugees as intruders, and reject them in gocial and religicus circlese
This is n najor problen as atteupis are nade to unify the people under

sne eanse behing the Republic of Viet Nap. & further gegregation of vill-
agers has cone about thr-ugh a constant and ever increasing influence of
Montagnard tribespmen who are a VOIy independent pe-ples ALl of this is
further complicated by the reported nearby presence of gevemal NVA Companies.
The people are divided, confused,; and afraid. Lvery day, however, through
the effort of U. 8. Civil Affairs projects and GVN guprort of housing and
fuod neéds we are naking gtrides toward a unified corrunitye #ll 3/ 4 civi }
of fairs sctivity is closely with the MACV advisors, and CORRS ~fficers ab
Can L District Headquarters, coordinated.. .

4. Psychclcgical Warfare Activities, On 9 and 11 Maroh, the Airmed Prop-
agnda toan broadcast five hours of psychologzical messages partaining

to the TIT offensive. Villagers were told the truth abut the enenies

losses and told that the Govermient of Vietnan was the regl winners On
$he sane cccasion as well as during all ned-caps, 3/4 interpreters told

the pe:ple of rewards being offered for arus and eneny infcrnation and
atiphasized that the govamnsnt can help them only if they help the Governnen t.
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1+ Field Operstions ‘

~ as Use of ottéfs wa,s_’ fouhci‘ vex;y effebtive in'rivei:'cros:;in-gs. Their
‘mobility provided for rapid river transit; e.g. using four otters, a

. company (~) (reinf) plus 103 Vietnamese detainees were twansported across

the Cam Lo River in approximately 30 minutes. Their +50 caliber machine
guns can zlso be used to advantsge. Using units must ensure secure rive

_heads on both sides of the crossing site.
b Hhén using tanks in coordinated tank-infantry 6peratiéns and moving '

from covered gssembly areas; move troops out first independently of the’
armor gnd deploy in preplanned formation then bring up the tanks. Thisg
technique permits continuous tank movement, thus mgintaining the momentum
of the a,'ttraCko '

ce Mogt villages are segmented by squared plots of land, feneos and
hedgerows thereby necessitating a flexible formation t0 properly accom-
plish the missione '

In sweeping through a village, rather than having equads on lins,
it was found advantsgeous to deploy the lead platoon in a wedge formgtion
with squads in column, maintgining visual contacts Unit integrity and
security are maintained in case of contact. Of course, the swept area
migt be thoroughly searched out; the use of phase lines assists in coord-
ingting search and resumption of movement forward.

d. Constant attentionto accountability while on patrol is mandatory --
starting with fire team and squad leaders. When casuglties gre incurred, -
the small unit lesder must know which of his men have been evacuated, which
are walking wounded, and effectives remaining. Accurate ligts of those
evacuated by helicopter mist be maintained; this required designation of
one person solely responsible for this function in the LZ.

6 Tyin 40's and tanks were used as sn "immediate response™ base of
fire. By prior planning, their fires canbe ghifted from target to target
in coordination with troop movement. The fires can be increased or de~
creased in intensity to fully complcement preparation artillery and morty
,fires- C o ’ N . PR LTSy SIDTLTTULTITL UTILu LwTAL LAY . RS O n T

vt -

2 Ambushes o n m e

me An ambush can extend its security by employing a starlight scope .
on each of the security postse ‘ } o i
b. When sending. out a search téam for purposes of chocking the killing
‘vone it is advisable that they fix bayonets as they are apt to encounter
the enemy at close quartets. ) :
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¢ Cohtimious emphasis on detailed planning of aabushes is necessary.
The use of check off lists, sample orders, gnd pre~patrol inspections shoul
be strongly encouraged.

Vi

-

d¢ COcordingtion of ambushes is mandatory. 8uch coordination for each
defensivs position is a responsibility of the perimeter commander -- not
that of a platoon conmander mapning just one sectionof the perimeter, even
though the ambush may originagte from that nlatoon.

3s Comrmnications

More use should be made of radio silence and deceptive transmissions.
For examnle, when g unit moves out on an operation at an early hair, con-
tinue to call "all secure! perimeter situation reports within the unit and
to higher authority, so asto make It appear to any monitor that the unit
is gtill in places. Such planning must be coordinated in sdvance, of
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