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SEOTION. T

UBCLASSIFIS

ORGANT ZATT.ONAL DATA

1. DesignationfLocaticn

as 3 Battaglion. Aill Marines

b 311:5 689 (XD 804403, 1 ~ 71 Mgy), Hill
16 = 3 May), Kne Sanh Corbat Base (X - 4 May),

552 (XD 822402, 1 - 4 Mayj,
Hill 471 (XD 848395,

31 Mgy )y Hill 881 Scuth (XD 776438, 3L May), Quang Tri Province, Republio

of Vietname

2. Period Covered in Repcits 1L ~ 31 Mgy 1968

3+ Billet Assignments

as Commandirg Officer 1 - 31 May 1968

be Executive 0fficer 1 ~ 31 May 1968
Cs =1 1 ~ 31 May 1968
de S-2 1 - %L May 1968

gs S-3% 1 - 3 May 1968

fo 84 I - 4 May 1968
5« 19 Mgy 1968
20 - 31 May 1968
ge Comad 1 - 3 May 1968

he GO H&SCo 1 - 19 Mgy 1.968
20 -~ 31 Mgy 19¢8
i, GO Co “I® 1 - A May 1968
, je 0O Go ™iv 1~ 3L Mgy 1968
v k. GO Go " 1~ %1 May 1968
1. GO Do W 1 - 4 May 1968
5 - L3 May 1968
14 - 31 Mgy 1968
I-1

_4——_m—1,
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LtCol P+« L. BOURNE Jr.
Maj Jo E. MEAD

LatLt J. A» Pm
1stLt J. Ce DAY

Maj V. E. FIRNSTAHL
Capt Je Do GABR
1stLt J« 0. SINGER
1stLt W. S. SELLERS
Capt Je B. WHALEN
1stLt W. S. SELLERS
Capt Js B, PﬁALEN
Capt M. A. SEXTON
Gapt S. B. THOMAS
Copt J» L. MCLAUGHLIN
1stLt B. N. FIERTZ
Gapt J. Do CARR

Capt We J. MCARDLE
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| FECTION LT
C b g pmewreL anoyisTRATION
; X {Bg‘lécements Received
" ae USMO Bnlisted 166
be USMC Officers. 4
ce USH Fnlisted 4
- de. USW Officexs L 1
] 2. TFersonnel Ratmbed
1 oo TUSMG Bnlisted 12
- - bs TUSMC Officers - 3
: Lo e B Other Peranmnel Losses )
% | | ae Tuansfer by Service Reéo;c'ds
g (1) USHC Fnlisted %
2 'bo Wounded in otion
E - 1% USMC Enlisted 2?,(';(
= : 2) JSMC Officers -
3 3) USN Enlisted 6 ‘
E: 4) USN Officera A ‘ : —
oe Killed :v 4otion . | o SR 5
H USMC Enlisted w0 :
USN Enlisted 1
Y 3¢ Humgniterisn Trensfer \ IR ;
{1) USN Enlisted 1 ° '
; ee Non-battle Ca.sualties
E ' USMC Enlisted - 9
3 - ' UsSMC Officers -1 :
3 USH Enligted o -
fs Intra Divlsion/negiment Trensfers '
: 21 UM Enlisted JAl
e USMC 0fficers 2
o : .{3) USN Bnlisted 3
§
II-1
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Nimblr of RER Trips - 78

5 _éyer;ge Monthly Strength

ae USMC BEnlisted 1029

© be USMC Officers 34
Ce USHN Fnlisted 54

2

Qe USN Cfficers

- 6¢ Persoinel Shortage s .
‘ Kumber

as Officers = . &nk - MOS Needed
Ttapi 0302 1
Lt 0302 T
"Lt 07%0L 2
] - Number
"be Enlisted © Rank Yos Needed
: SgtMaj 9999 i -
lstSgt 9999 1
GySgt 0369 1
ssgt  0%9 2
3 Set ozxE 6
Sgt o331 22

Te Personnel administration during the month of May continued to Improve.
The Battalion for the fourth consecutive month mgintained g unit diany _
error percsibage of lese than L.0%. This is in keeping with the Commsnde
ing Generyl's desires¢ (asualty reporting continued to imprave by as-
signing a “wice-wounded Marine to the casualty receiving station gt npw
Medical Company, Dong Has His primary duties are reporting Batialion -
Casuglties to the 8-1, taking charge of wegpons and 782 gear of the
Battalion and assi sting in unloading of med-evacs. Commmications cone -
tinued to bc pcor hetween the rear and forward areas, however, by making .
daily cour’er uns, it has'not caused g great delay in processing gd- -

- ministrative materiale Cross-training is being conducted within the S-1
and all gdministrative personnel gre currently qualified to do at least
three jobs end all administrative personnel are qualified in casual ty
reporting. ) ' o .
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1. Terrgin. The i:émgi.n ir the vicinity of Hill 689 (XD 805407) ocmiiste
of rolling hills a:d dense undergrowthe The hills are generally flat
with sparse vegetgbion on the crests and tgll elephant grass on the .
" slopess Valleys are generglly flagb with thick underbrush consisting .
- of high elephant grass. short bushy trees gnd thick shrubbery.  Stregms
- offer no obstacley baing swift and narrows They provide a good source
of drinking water wien hs! :zine is veeds :

. Qe Eegﬁher. ‘ The wegther fox the ares congiste of hot dgys with highs
.. in the upper 90's gd moderate nights with lows in the mid 70's. Light
©  Tain can be expected at any time. The humidity sversges 85 %

‘3. The following is the order of bettle for tie Khe Sanh area for May
19683 ' Y e .

Headquarters, 204th Division'at XD 7239
: ‘B7th Regiment, 204th Division at 3D 8028 .
' ’ 68th Artillery Regiment, 204th Division at XD TO40 .

. : Headquarters, 325C Division at XD 8744, ‘

. - Uniden*ified Plgtoon, 3250 Division a:b)@ 8242 L

Tnidentified Sempany, 325C Division at XD 8037 ' ' '

66th 17V Regiment at XU 7316 -

704th LA R -giment -at X0 72357

e08th NVA R2giment at XD G330

68th Artillery Battalion.ab XD 7434

Unidentified Battalion ab XD 8545

',.

4. 'The fcllowing eve mortar, rocket, artillery and @nti~a,j.rcre,‘?t
. posifione atficoting the 3/4 40: :

*
I

a: Morbtgr nositions:

TABA0L  qe7s9e o T953Gk

(454
‘i§7392 . 188398 195393 .
77340% - 769398 . 809388 :
181382 T9.39r - -, 82398
- 785382 : 791393 - 815396
785385 - T793399. . - 816397
786786 : :
b-,ﬂA,ROf:ke.t‘ pOSitioizs: _
TA6404 756304
754404 - 69401 ;
Il 4
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Co Roe area (x:: 7331, 743, 7531, 7432, 7430), XD 712325 ad

XD 753283. -
ds Anti-aireraft positions: : - '
692574 | TI74L2
7774-02 _ 7'7416

. 5« The NVA ™ukers i t22 lie Sarh ares are generally well constructed
with thick cierzhends of lsge, bgmbno, gnd dirt, with occasiongl engine
eer stakes and sand bagse “hese bunkers will generally withstand artil-
- lery and air strikes excep’ for direct hitse Bunkers were found by this
Battalion gt the following places: - '

785423 : 806401 813394 819399

' 789403 - 810407 814397 - 820395

o 801402 812404 815403. . 824406
805406 812408 816407 826394

6. Thisg Battej_:fn capturcd several ncw chicom grenaﬂes. These grenadea
" have threads on the outsids of the cylinder on the top, thresda on.the

.inside of the cylinder on *he bottom and are flared at the bottome It

was discsvered that the aandle could be screwed out of .the grensdes, )
allowing removal of ize fume, and thav the grenades could be screwed . .
togather to form-g vhalin ¢f grenadsae It is believed thabt the grenades | T
cen,. be used in chaing of two cr three to provide a more damaging effeoct -
“and that o chain of elght,. ten or more oould be used ag & bangalore .

tox'pedo .
7o risoners, [This Battalion captured 813: NV4 during May 1968-

as The fivst NVA was captured at 0620K on 19 May 1968, when he
‘entered ‘the Co “WMm perimeter mletekenmy believing it to be his owne
He gtated that he belonged to the It Battalion, 5th Regiment. The .
POW's unit came from Hanoi spproximately the middle of March ‘1968.. His .
.- company headquq,rters was located at XD 815403« His compsny has two o
lieutenents lofts The POW hgd seven chicom grena.dea, one Soviet AK-47
rifle with two magazinee end 130 rounds. ) 5
be Pour NVA, three of them badly wounded were captured by Clu nge 0
ut XD 819492 ot 1100H on 19 Moy 1968. One a,ddz.tional RV4 was cpupmed
- ab 1145{ on 19 Msy 1968 at XD 821403 » S _ ‘ -

(l) (ne of the NVA‘ oaptured at 1300H m PFC ?han Xnm 'l*runs
of the lst Compeny, lst Battslion, M Battalion, 3674 Division. He
was an gmmmnition cerrier for 60mm mortara with:the 15th squady 24
platoon ¢f the lst Company. He stated that the 1st Company®a aroa of
_operation was Hill 552 and the company's mission wal t Eill 552
He also sgié thpt the lst Company's base was at I:

CIII-2
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t moragle in the lst Cempsny is high becauise they are
"‘k:illing many ARVN's and Americana®s The POW had trained for one
month in Bae Thai Province, then came south by a road called Gia
Lieh through Laos, taking one gnd one half months. TUpon grrival in
early May in the Khe Sanh area, the unit was split up for replapsements.

Ll R L Al L

(2) e E7: captured at 114%, was Pvt Dao Xuan Dau of the lst
Company, 7ith Battalion, 33 Regiment, 304th Division. He was a mortar
section leglder with the 2d section, 10th squad of the lst Company. The
POW stated that the lst Company's area of operations is Hill 552 and
the company's mission is to tagke Hill 552+ He gald the morale is very
bad in the let Company bew«izse the men are afrszid of the artillery and
bombinge lihe POW hal Sreined for ons month in Thai Nguyen Province, .
then came south by a road cellad Gio Linh (possibly Gia Lien, see above)
through Laos taking three end one hglf monthse TUpon arrival in early
May in the Khe Sanh areas, the unit was split up for replacements.

i

LU L L

8s, The following is a list of gear captured by 'this Batialion during

May 1968;
: NVA Helmet 22
5 NVA Pithe Helme?d 8
60mm Mortar Rounds 97
60mm Mortar Puzes 16
601 Mortar Tubs 1
§gmn Montar Rounds 108
82mm Mo ~tar Fuxes - 55
Rice 37 1bage
Sl 2 1bse
Grain . 4 1bse
R¥E Launchers 2
: Infrg-red Scope for EPG Laincher L -
RPG-2 rmmition 24 rounds +
RPG-2 Bousters 15
d BPG-2 Fuzes 2
Bangalore Torpedoes 5¢
: RPD Mgchine Gums ' 4.
: RPD Machine Gun Drums 5.
A%~4T7 Rifles 8'
LR=AT7 Magazines 59 .
SK3 Rifles ' 7 A
s Te62um Jumunition 2,927 rounds .
ChiCom Grenades 136 '
NVA Canteens -8

TVA Canteen Pouches
NV4A Ponchos

NVA Packs

NVi Entrenching Tools
KVA Rubber Stretchers
Lens Pgper

Rice Bags

III-3%

B L RS il
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L L

uloes G .Ammumtion w/ Case 12

NVA Trousers 2 pr,
NVA Snegikers : 1 pr,
Det Coxd ) . 2 rolls
Inecrenents end pmmers o 2 cons
NVA Clgymore Type Mines 6

- ID Tags Made of (-Ration Cans . T -
Trip vire . 1 roll
Comm Wire - ' 400 LH.
Ho Chi Shoes ' 2 pr.
Hammociks ' 4

. Blasting Caps- 4

. Medical Kitg. . . 3

. Assorted Medlca,'l Gem
- Bating Utensils .
-~ Assorted NVA Bocks gnd Documen'ts
. Assorted NVA Clothing
Assorted NVA 782 Gegr

-
.
. f
/
’ .
¥
’ L " ‘c
\
: *
;
k . Ll
: ey
- IIT-4
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SECTION Iv

OPFRATTONS AND TRAINLIGG

.1.  The molJ.om,ng t’r'an_n__ag was conduc‘bed by 3d Ba.ttalion, 4th Marines
‘Guring May 1€ 68'

BNIT  SUBJECT , ' OF HOURS
. H&SCo  Mem al"""‘ ‘ ' ' 10
B . (;ul?”( TG ' . 2 v
1‘“;? Ald 3 . T3
* Scouting and Patrolling . 17
Yed~evac Procedures o :
Weapone Safety - A
" Bo *I7 Map and C}omgu.os ' ; , , - le
: : . First aid : 3
Wea;pons_ Sefety : ‘ 5
Employment of Supporting Arms 5
- Patrolling Techniques . 15
Assanlt of Fortified Positions 5
. Squad Tactics ' 10
Radio Procedure ' 3
Co "K" Call for Fire ' . -2
- Patrolling , - : 15
Weapons Safety ' L ' 1
Field First Aid ~ | . 1
Map and Compass ' : 4 )
' HElements of Reconngisance 6 -
Co "L" Combab Pabrols ' - ) S 43
= " Recon Patrols , R
Map and Compasa ~ ’ ' ) D
"Radio Procedures =~ - . : .12
~ Camouflage i } 4 o,
.- Pirst Aid AT
Co "™M" Scouting and Patrolling , ' R
Tactical Bivouac : . L ' 12
Supporting Arms : e 12
Wespons Safety : . 10
. Radio Procedure , o : . 4

2. In addition %o the above, all individual Marines fired their

- weagpons for Wgero® prior to assignment to a unit in the . field.

3. All replacements were given indoctrination lectures prior to joining
their wnits by the Commmdlng Officer, Sergeant Major and their Company.

Iv.'.l . BNCLOSURE (1)

)
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‘ h 1 Mgy 1968:
... COPCON to 3/4s
On 4 May 1968
- OPCON to 2/1e
: On 4 i: 19684
Task Porce Robh#,
. On 6 My 1968¢
. 3d Mgrineg.
@l 6 May 19688
CG, ai Md.LID":T
) On 8 Ma - 19681
"GRCON %o 179
: o On 8 Mgy 1968¢
\ OPCON to 1/9.
N T On 14 Mgy 1968:
\ to 34.
) On 15 Mav lc‘ods
‘\ 3 EngrBn .
On 16 Mgy 1958:
: 34 /
Cn 21 May 19€8s

DECLASSIFIED

Provisional Mechanized éomparxy was chopped :E'roxﬁ 2/1
Provisional Mechanized Company was chopped from 3/4
Co's "1:?' end "M" were chopped from 3/ 4 OPCON to
Co "™M" wag chopped from Task Forece Robhie OPCON to
Co "I* was chopped fram Task Force Robbie OPCON to
Co "I¥ -vas chopped from CG, 3d Ma;'chiv Qé 9th Ma.rineé
'C’o 5 was chopp"ed' from 3di Ma;cinea tof»9th Marines
Dety Go "A" (EOD) was chopped from 3d Engrin CPCON
Z_De:t, Co MaM (EOZD) was chopped from 3/4 o?écm $o.”
Cols M and "M" were chopped from 1/9 OPCON to

two teams of Sccut Smpers, Headquarters Company, |

4 were chopped from lst Marines CPCON to 3/4.

These were task orga,nized as followss

. Hill 689 (P Alpha (1-3L May)

Det, T&SCo

% 4 (Cmd G-'ij

Go "K" (Reinf (-3 May)
Co vLn (F :inf

Det 8imm MortPlat, H&SCo 3/4
.. Det 106 BEPlgat, H&SCo 3/4

Do’ ¥lampes, H&SCo 3/4 . .
Det Bcoout Sniper Plat, Hqu, l1st Marines

Det, Co A" (EOD), 3d EngrBn (14-15 May) °
Tet. 3d uh,re Party Bn (HST)

Hm 552 (3.-4 May: 16-31 May)
Det, H&S%o 2/4 (Cad Grp) (17-27 May)
Go WI" &Reinf% 16~7L May

Co TN

Reinf

16~30 May

Det 8lmm MortPlat, H&SCo 3/4 -
Det 106 RuPLgt, H&SCo 3/4

Det Flgmes,

H&SCo 3/4

Det 3d Shore Party Bn (HST)

Hill ATL (7-12 May, 3. May)

Co "K* (Reinf) (7-12 May)
Co "M" (Reinf

W [ UNCLASSIFIED!
Iv-a"_ R FRCLOSTEE, (1)
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4TL (cnta)

. Det 81mm Mortl’lat, B&SCo 3/4
"'Det 106 RRP1lat, H&SCo 3/4

_ Det 3d Shore Party Bn (HST)

E

Hill 881 South (%1 May)
T Cc K" (Reinf) -
Det imm MortPlat, H&SCo 2/4
Det 3d Shore Party Ba (HaT)

Ehe £-nh Lombat Rase ( 1-4 May)
Lot T500 3/4 (Cmd Zrp)
Co ¥V %Remf
(o nIY (Reinf '
Det 8lmm MortPlat, ¥&SCo 3/4 ‘
- Det 34 Shore Party Pn (HST) '
o Provisiongl Mechaized Gompa*ly

Dong Ha (1-31 May) R
Dot H&SCo ' ' ' '
Det Co Tin
Det Co "KM ' , .
. ‘Det Co "M | . o
‘Det Co "M o ;o

E
1
i
E
]
E
E
g

Oa T (20-31 May)
Det Hé&SCo

AL RLL L L L)

S5« (Close Combat

. N 3":'
ge While in the XKhe Sgnh area, 3/4 was provided artlllery support 4
by 1/11. (Terrepin) and 3/12 (John Brom Gulf). , W

I

RaBUELE LA Lt U

be . Waile in the Khe Sznh grem, the Battalion remained in a very 4
flexible pogture. The Batialion defended Khe Sanh Combat Base for -
the first few days of May. The Battslion's basie concept was to maine’
tain two companies at Hill 689 and two chpa.I)J.eS at Hill 552, - ;f

-
—

‘G Continvous mprcxvement of defensive positions was enphasixed
during this periods All compsnies ran delly -patrols and established
night time LP's/ambushes as directed by the €0 3/4 daily fragmentaxy
orders. Otiaer significant events of g non-~combat nature have been '
included in the chronologicsl summary for hlstorical and record purposeé.

b Ll LB L LUl b b ol LD | gL

1 May: A% 0700, Co "™M" prepared to move overland _to-‘Khe Sanh Combat .
" Base to join Co "I" who.had moved overland the previous day. Co's "I"
end "™" assumed the defense of Eho Saph from 2/1 vhe were to jump off
on an opergtion. Wrile Co ™" was enroute to Khe Sanh, they found s
booby traop made of eon: 82mm mortar yound with a trip wire at XD 833406
As Co "M" hzd no engineer cgpability, it was merked for .future destructione-

URCLASSIFTED |
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explosive de¥ice exploded causing one desd nen-battle camialty and four

- wounded non-battle casusltiess Lt PLACE was sppointed investigating

offl CeTe

2 May* Hill 552 received four rounds of 8omm morta:cs from D 767392,

., resulting ir. no casuslties. 4rtillery was called in on the enemy posi~
S tion with o votgl of 104 rounds being expendede

‘Day patrolling was ccnduc‘bed with no contactse. Co "I“, whlle on pat-
¥ol from ¥ae Sanh, found cne RPG round at XD 857411s The surrounding
area was ch . ~ked with no significant results. ’

Co "#, +hile conductlng a wire security check, ds.scovered two trip

‘ vflares cw-, one clgymore minz disasrmed, and one NVA helmet. Co "K' get

in gn gmbush on the avenue of gpproach to counteract any enemy sapper
movetnent. ‘ '

At 2270, Go "I" received five grenades thrown at their 1mes. Ca;p'b :
SEXTON plgced hie lines on 100 % glert and fired HE mixed with illumine-
ation but no’chmg further developed out of this enemy actions.

3 Mgy: Co "If", while on a company s1ze patrol, found g NVA 'bunker .
complex at XD 805406s Co YK"™ set up a 360° defense and conducted &
complete search of the areas The bunkers were 6! x 7' x 4! with an
averhegd of 18" comsisting of bamboo and dirte The segreh team found
one M-16 vifle which was. later tumed over to lst. Ma:rmes and vamous
V4 782 geal‘o

4 Mgy At 0200, 2/1 retumed from their operation to asiume defense
of ¥he Sanh Comhat Bases Die to the heavy enemy contact around Cua Viet,
Co's “I" gnd "¥¥ were chopped from 3/4 OPCON o Task Force Robbie, wh:.le

Command Gruup npH retu:med to Hill 689,

Go‘ IR Whlle conductmg a platoon patrol, dlscovared an NVA bunker
complex consisting of 35 bunkers 4' x 5! x 7b' with an overhead of bame
boo and dirte The bunkers were destroyed and heavy H&I's planned on the
areage , N ‘ ' .,

5 May:” Co "X", while conducting a squad recon patrol, discovered’
three bunkars at XD 834397 These bunkera were 6' x 4' x 5' with an
overhead of bamboo znd dirt 120 thick. A search of the area produced .
antl—a;:rcraft .ghells lylng ground the areae All ‘w.nk.ers were destroyed.

At 1715, Hill 689 received ten rounds of 60mm mortars from XD 781408.
Slmm mor‘ba, 8 ware fired in a counter-mortar roles

6 Mays Co YE", while conducting a platoon size patrol, disceovered

'an NVA bunker complex at XD 787406« The bunkers were well camsiructed -

and ghboub one to two montha old. While oonductlng a. search of the 9:cea, :

"DT}G, ive Maxmes at Hill 552 were burning trash, when an unknown

DECLASSIFIED
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ound one M-16, one 3/5" rocket launcher, 782 gear and doo-
umenta, gll of which were turned over to S5-2.

"7 Mays Patrols were conducted with no contacts or sightings. Hill
.689 received 15 rounds of 60mm mortars from XD 785397, An artillery

migsion was fired gnd the incoming ceaseda
y

| 8 May: i1l 689 received 15 rounds of 60mm mortars from XD 785397
. An artillery mission was fired ard the incoming ceased. Co "L", waile

- ‘conducting a platoon sim: patrol. discovered four NVA bunkers 8' x &t x
4' yhich were sbout *wo mcnths old at XD 802400, The patrol des’croyed o
all 'the bunlers a@nd continusl on thelr missione

At 2040, an M-33 grenade de*ona,ted in a flghtlng hole on the lines
"at Hill 689 for sn uwnknowm regson, killing tw Mariness Lt GIARDINO
was appomted mvestibgtlng ofﬁce“

9 May: Hill 689 reoelved two rounds oi‘ unknown cgliber artlllery f‘.bm
gt wmknown directione Observgtion of the area was conbtinued with no re-
Slﬂ.'tso .

‘ A Co "L" platoocn gize pe,trol found two £P mines and ll Ban mortar
rounds at ¥D 810407. The gear was brought back to S-2 and a segrch of
the ares was completed with no further results. The patrol continued.

.4 o TEY plgboon sdme patrol located a small destroyed village snd .
- found two overhegded bunkers with miscelleneous gesr and documents ab
XD 84743% The bunkers were destroyed and the gear snd documents
' turned over to S-2e

A 1650a g O URM Maritie was bumed on the hand, srm and eyes while:
“trying to bumn gnd LPG increments The Marine was evacugted teo D-Med
‘and an mthlga ting of.‘flﬂer wasg wp’;m.ntado :

10 Ma.yx Co "L", while, conducting a platoon sfwe patrol, discovered
‘varicus UeSe TE2 gegr gnd NVA gmmumition at. XD 805496« One article
-of each item found was turced over to §-2 and the rest of the gear was
- blown in places The patrol continued on their migsiones

1k May: Hill 689 received four 120mm mortar rownds from pios 791391-
: Artlllo:rv was called In gnd the incoming cegsed.

- A Co ng platoon .size patrol discovered seven m;érheaded “Bunkers atb.
.+ -XD 80Lj02, The btunkers were two to three months old and not recently
< useds Kl1 were destroyeds . .

. " At 001, the PPS-6 pioked vp movement of sbout three NVA digging in -
at XD 800401le JArtilliery was called in and the movement ceaseds

12 May: Deytime patrols were conducted with no %éng& &?—aee&tse‘bsh |

iy UNGLASSIFL
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" 0P observed seven rounds of estlma,ted 122mm rocksts being
fired from XD 769401, landing 2000 meters north of Hill 689. An Artil—
lery mission was fired resulting in 18 secondary explosionss N

1% May: Hill 689 received eight rounds of 82mm mortars from XD
785382+ An griillery missiom wes celled in and the incoming ceasede

The army it had moved off LZ Peanute so Co VLW conducted a compsny
8ize pabtrol tu check the grea ouks The compagny moved te LZ Peanuts and

secured it and conductec s segrch of the aress There was a lot of 782 .
‘Beary wegpong and eqv*‘p'nm" L 1af* tehind. The imporiant gesr was carried

back to &2 and the rost was steged to be hell—»llf’ccd out in the future. -

"14 Mxre Hill 689 received two rounds of 82mm mortars from XD 781382.
An artil: ery missioil was called and bthe incoming ceased.

) At 0150, Co "X reported sceing one figure at XD 805409, Mn E—Qﬁ
8rengde was thrown and the movement ceased. Co "K' camtinued to observe

. the area with no sightingse.

15 Maye Hill 689 received five rounds of 82um mortsrs from XD
7774024  Artillery was celled in and the incoming stoppeds

At 0805, g Co "L" platoon patrol bezan receiving hegvy small grms
and sptema’ic wegpone fire from KVA dug in abt XD 792416 ond XD 788418. -
The patrol returned fire, called in supporting arms and established a
defensive perimeter. The r-mginder of the compaiy was commitied gnd -
link-up was effected at 0850. st 1048, Co “L" moved out towerd Hill
758 after four flights of fixed wing had been run. At 1154, Co "Lt
overran the NVA bunkers, consolidated and began their moved back towards
Hill 689. During Co "L"'s withdrawel back tc Hill 689, they received *
120mm mortoras. Suppresive firs was called in with artillery and the
incoming caaseds A% 1420, Co "L roturned to the Battalion positione:
The resulis of the Co "L" contact were four Marines KILi, 34 Marines
WIL evas; four Merines WIA non-evac, six NVA KT4, one RPD machine gun,

three AJ'me rifles, one SKS carbine and 'nlscellqneous equipment; captured. ‘

ib HMayrs A plaﬁonn pateol from Co MEM yas sent ou‘c, to check the. a:cea‘.

. wheére Cu "L had made contact the previous dgy. AL 1020, the patrol

mgde contact with NVA dug in gt XD 788419 and XD 792416, the same .ares
of the Co "L" contact of the previous daye Thae platoon- returned fire, -

“called in supporting arms and Huey gunshipse At 1335, the patrol sbarted

Tecelving heavy barrages of §2mm mortar rounde. Counter mortar ahd

,artllls*"y was fired and the incoming ceased at 15%0. A;b 1515, fhe rom -

alning units of CGo "E" hpd linked up with the pa,’m:ol. Capt THOMAS,
Compn;ay Comeander of Co "ZY, established a 360° perimeter, consolidated
his position and evacuated his casualties to Hill 689, 4t 2020, Co 'K
retumed to Hill A82a. Tha results of the contact were one MLM 11
WIils evac end two WIA's non-evace

IvV-6
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Ists MIM gnd "M® began a tactical march from EKhe Sanh Com-
bat Base to rejoin the Battaglions. Al 1900, the lead elements of Co "MW
. game mnder heavy. small gmms and automatic weapons fire at XD 817402s. .
: » The lead platoon was sepergted from the two rear platoonse Co "IM

- eongolidgted and set -in at Hill 552. ' '

oSS
Lo Av 3%

#17 Mgyr At 00%2, Co "M' had linked up with their seperated plgtoon

and pulled back with their casuslties to effect a link up with Co 'IV

at Hill 552. The eamglties for the 16 May contact were 5 KIlA's, 17
WIA's evac and three WIA'n ncn~evacs .4t 0415, Co 'I" observed eight

* NVA digging ab XD 818401 z1d calied ¥p 8lmm moriars with illuminatione
At 1000, Uo MIW receiwved heavy svoll drms and automatic weapons fire
from XD 838201 while Go "M% % Hill 552 received 12 8lmm moritar rounds
from XD RO9%38%. Co "I cgllel in six flights of sixed wing en the . enemys
¥ ouere it 20 KD Pt T AR ation for an assailt on thal pos-
Co ®I" began their sssault meeting hesgvy small amms and antomgtic weaponss
Co "I" pulled back to use 60mm gnd 8lmz morbars. At 1700, Co WIM began '
to fire and maneuver up the hille At 1910, Co "I closed with the -
enemy and secured the top of the hill. At 2000, the srea was swept for

 weapons g4 equipmont snd Co WL returned to Hill 552 &t 29100, The re-
sults of the contact were 20 WIA's gnd 22 NTA KIA'e -confirmeds -

CHTRATY TNITRINTI Ty TR W] 0 R

b bl LR

18 Hays 4% 00%), CGo "Mt observed 12 74 moving down a slope in a
southori cirection at XD SI€400, called in griillery mission with wn- '
knowa vesultse AL 0335, Co *2l? observed seven HVA sitting on a hil}. ab
XD 816402 obserwving the ares called in erbil lery mission. AF 0520,
Co "Mt discovered gad captured #n injured KVA inside the perineter. The
POW was interrogated snd med-ovaced to lst Marines. The PCH stated that
he thought he was entering his own perimeter Turing the afternoon, a .
two. comweny sweep was male bebween Hill 689 and Hill 552. At 1315, Co
MK, found eight overhegded bunkers and a 5Ccm mortar it with various
enemy gear. 2t X 812404« During ine afternoon, Co "I" found 20 over-
‘hepd=d binkers, tw> NVA bodies gnd assoried enemy gear at XD 815403,

Ll el

. 19 May: Hill 689 received two 60mm morter rounds, 14 82mm orter
roumds apd two 120mm mortzr rounds and Hill 552 received several
. E0wmm mortar rounds and one 82mm mortsr round. A% 0230, Co "I reported
their lines were prok¥ed by 10 to 15 NVA who fired smgll gms, threw
grengdes gnd fired two BPG roundse Co TH peturned firs with small
arms and eutomatic weapons and supporting arms. Ab 0440, Co "I" received
60mm morter fire and were assaulted on the east and west f1lanks .
"t by an estimated company sikzed unit. A% 0455, the enemy begen Glgging
in south znd west of Co “IW at Hill 552 and Co "I" was receiving heavy
anyll arms fire. AL 0845, Co "IM had repelled the attack and was pre~ °
phring %o move out and sweep ‘the area in front of thelr position. '
As the company moved out, the lead clements mgde contact with six enemy -
approximately 15 meters in front of their lines. At 110%, Co ¥I" "~
locabed one NVA in a spider hole and engaged several NVA with smgll
arms at XD 821401. At 1510, a Co "u" recon patrol located one USMC
body at XD 792416 that was identified as the MIA from Co Kntg contact
of 16 Maye 4t 1905, a Co "i¥ patrol found three bfbkesrE;E5-fighting

-7
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-adsorted enemy gear at XD 819399. In ome bunker five bodies,
posgibly Chinese, were found. The resulta of Co "IMtg contact were

.- five WLA's evae, four WIA's non-evac, 39 NVA KIA's confirmed snd four ‘
NVA POW'sa ) , '

hal L LBl Lo L LI DAL L L L AL AL L o L Ll L
-

0 20 May: AL 0025H, Co MMM at Hill 552 heard enemy digging outside .
the perimeter to the norths Also hegrd enemy movement between Hills
689 and 552, At 1000H, Co "I'" found six fresh fighting holes gt XD
824406, At 1210, g Co "E® patrol spotted g parachute being used as .
camouflage in a bomb crafer st XD 799402 with black and red comm wike . -
running from there towurd 7iil 6L9 and one unker g% XD 811398, At . .
1205, a Co ™" paiiol Leuabed thrzs old bunkers and three mines. in as
.open figh%ing hole a2t FD 6114408, 5% 1315, g Co MM® patrol located

five W* todies at XD 518403, INearby; the pabrol found g bunker

complex with 12 L=chgped bunkers and various geare A% 1700, g Co nI
pabrol locgbed o bunker at XD 826324 and various I'VA Segr and mortar
positions gnd figiiing 2oles at XD 820295, .

2i May: Hill 552 received two 82mm mortar rounds. At 1205, a
Co "K' gquad recon patrel found blue comm wire at Xd T9T419 running on
an azimuth of 210 degreege At 1705, g Co MK patrol at XD 792398
made contact with an unkiown number ¢f enemy at XD 792398 and were )
pinned down by automatic wegpons. At 1840, a Co “KM platoon reagction
force at XD 792398 mgde contact with the enamy at XD 793398, exchanging
grengdes and mngll arms ond  receiving four WIA'se. At 2000, the Co "KM
Patrol waz returning o the (P, while the resction force congelidated
and requasted emergoncy med-evecse At 2128, three 4 six NVL threw
several chicoms ané fired three 2K-4T7's gt the perimeter on Hill 552. -

L T it ! LA L L B L B Y R 1] L R s

22 Mays At 0055, o squrad from Co "K' anc corysmen -gnd stretchsy
begrers linked vp with e Co "KM rpegeticn wiatsom at XD 792398, aAh
0450, “he Co XM patrol zetumhed tn TLLL 6896 At 0707, the Co K" regetion
Platoon reimed to Hill 639 At 0020, a Co "M patrol found
one WVg boly about four days oid, killed by artillery at XD 819395. At
0930, a Co "M" patrol located an interlocking bunker complex of seven
overheaded bunkers at XD 8183%.+ 4t 10555 a Go "M! patrol fownd 10

- inccmplete bunkers with no overheades gt XD 814394, At 1138, g Co Wit
patrol found three RPG rounds, one split bomb and miscellaneous - .
NVA gesr at XD 8LT411, At 1225, a Co "I recon patiol observed three .
NVA moving north »t XD 823415« At 2054, Co MI" gt Hill 552 gpotted '
possible enemy movement at XD 829397 and fired a 4e2" mortar missions

23 Mays IHill 689 received one 120mm mortar rounde &t 0730, a Co
K patrol locatd one chicom clgymore mine and one fresh footprint at
X2 503407+ At 1000, & Co "I" recon patrol spotted one NV4 at XD 822405,
At 1010, g Co "K" pgtrol reported receiving small arms fire from SD .
79438 They returned fire amd initigbted an assault on the enemy pos -
ition. A%t 1125, the Co "K" patrol reported receiving 25 60mm mortsr
rounds from XD 790400 At 1145, the Co "KM patrol received 2 gddi-
tional 60mm mortar rownds from the smeme locatione &% 1330, Co ®Kw
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continuel ts receive small arms fire and 60mm mortar fire. The enemy
strength was estimated at a6 reinforced .squed with one mortar sectione
At 1430, Co "K" contirmued receiving 60um mortar rounds and-received two
© 120 mm mortar rounds resulting in two KIA's and nine WIA'se. They
continued the attack and found several L-shaped bunkers gnd one AEK-47, e
one RPD machine gun and assorted enemy gears At 1550, Co "KM had secured =
" the ares =2nd wes receiving 82mm mortzrse One plgtoon moved casualties

to a securs L%, ab 1800, all-of Co "K' had returned to Hill 68%. The
yesults of the Co "KM contach were two Kiala, 11 WIA's evac and elgbt

NVA KI4's confirmede

2% Moys At 0500, o o vI% () patrol located ono tunker overheaded.
with mis~allaneous gear at Sz bzge of the hill ab D 822413.- In the
seme gre~ the patrel fomd 5 downed “Huey" gunghip approximately two
months olie At 2130, Co "M" vhile patrolling the perimeter of Hill -
552 found one des=d bodys, shoudt 5' 8" in height and possibly Chinese,
at XD 823401. Also found were four epidor holes and a hole with an
excellent observaticn of the Hill 552 LZ at XD 821402« The hole had a
"Huey" rocket lLauncher gnd 15 rockets in front of i't.-

. 25 Ma7: At 0235 Co "K' reported seein’“ a SWLmouette of one man

at the wire gt ¥D 807409, They threi cne M-26 grenade and the mah -

disapocarede At 0800, a Co "L patrol foumd four bunkers with two foot
' overhegded constructed of 106mm cannistsrs ot XD 702436, - At 1240, a Co

MM ransn patrol found twe mertar pits, twe overheaded emmo pibs, and

two overicaded bunkers connected by comm wire at XD 8Lk23%5. At 1320,

a Co "I vecon patrol. observed five fresh fcotprinte at XD 779339 ‘

26 Mays Hill 689 received 41 60mm rounds.from XD/ 7935417y fired. an artile
lery migesion and incoming ceasede 4%t 0045, a Co "K" IP hegrd movement of '
approxingtely three eneny moving in g northerly direction at XD 817403
At 0930, Co "M% received sniper fire from XD 807399, Co 'M" called in
8lrm mortars sud griillerys A4t 1100, Co ™" on LZ Peenuts received
sniver fire from a bunkere. They wiihdrew snd called in and artillexy
miesion. At 1170, Co "M'" gt X0 811295 cbserved enemy in bunkers st XD

- 801791 with barbed wire chaineling the avenues of gpproach. Co ™M"
called 8lmm moriars, aertillery and 106mm recoilless pdifke fire on the
bunkerse At 1245, Co ™Mt roceived one short 105mm round resulting in
one friendly WIA. At 1400, Co "M withdrew to XD 812398, leaving one MIL

viginity LZ Pesnuteoo
27 Mgyt Hill 689 received two rowmds of T5 mm pack howitze*r fire. v
At 1050, s 3/4 VR flight of two CH-46's received +50 caliber fire
" from XD 781399 At 1215, Co *L" found six L-shpged bunkers, five
trenchegy 100 te 200 feet of comm wire and one NVA bowl and eating
utensilse At 1200, Co "M" gt XD 80539 received light small grms
fire fron g squed sized eneny forde at XD 807393. Co "M returned fire
3 with M-60 machine guns, %.5" rocket lamchers, M-79 grenade launchers and
E called supporting fireas behind the enemy position to prevent reinforcee
mente AL 1550, g Co "M" plgtoon gt XD 808397 recelved merbars from b4

mge ] @N@MSS&H@@ ]
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809391 ant~edntinued to receive small arms fire from XD 806394, 4t

. 140%, Uo "MM remained in contact and fixnd wing support was being rune

" At 15304 Oo "M" began pulling back with their casualties. At 1730, Co
"M" had consolidited and was preparing to evacusgte casuglties. At 1820,
‘all med-evaens were completed end Co *M" began returning to Hill 552+

. The results of the Co '"M" contact werse five KIA'a, 22 WIi's, two WIA's

: nom-evacy, two MIA's and 34 NVA KTA's confirmmede Tne one MIA from 25

n - May was recovered XTAe : ‘

aEalaRna

Iy

‘@B Mays AL 1955, Co “X" while checking the wire at Hill 689 found.
~ bgmboo poles under the wire to be used for raising the wire. Alsos
bambood stgkes wers driven irnto the ground next to the steel stakes.
One clgymore was fowmnd disatwsds A noise like pounding stskes into the
ground =né metal clenging was heard abous 600 meters oute Co "K" was
mt on 50% glert wntil 200, then on 100% glert until 0630 on 29 May

29 May: Hill 689 received three 82m mortsr rownds and six 120mm’
mortar rowndss Lt 0725, a Co "If" recon patrol found one dead NVA
vith pack, helmet gnd two chicom grenades at D 829404. 4t 0730, Co
YL* found onc bgwboo pole gprroximstely nine feet long cutside the
first strand of cancertinage 4t 0945, (o "M% found one nertar pit, )

four bunkers and assorted gear at XD 819792, At 1045, a Co "M* recon
-pabtrol found mud on beszten down grasa end other indications of ecremy
movemant ot I 814%96 foraming & trall tewerd the Co "M positione

, 30 Mays At 0914, Hill 689 received four ro.nds of estingted 122mm
rockets fvom vicinity of XD T795%36%k. ‘Lo artillery nission was Jimed

with unknown resultse At C915, a Co "L" squad recon pabrol made inithal
contact with gn estimgtad eix NV4 grmed with 50 caliber machine guns at
XD 793415 The squad rocon patrol set up a 360O defense. The remaining
wmits of the first platoon of Co "L" were seng out to link up with the
patrels C-zusglities were evacuated gnd a search for the one MIA was
concucted with negative resultss The platcon used supporting arms to.
silence the enemy fire and withdrew back to Hill 689 at 1700 -

3. Mayt A platoon combat patrol from Co 'L commanded by Lt JOYNER
sear:hed out the srea of contact from 20 Mgy for Co "L's MlAewith no
Tesulls, Go VEM digplened to Hill 881 South and Co ™" to Hill 47k.
| Co "I" conducted a one dgy squad Tecon pgtrol, one OP and two LP's. The
| recon patrol discovened fresh tracks believed to be from s squad plus
|

at XD €14402 neving to the northwest « Upon departure of Co " from
Hill 552, Jo YL gssumed compdete responsibility for Hill 552. (o "K®
- displaced from L7 Wren gt 0830 to Hill 881 Scuthes Co "KM wags reinforced.
by personnel frem 106's and 8l's to men wespons left on position by /1 ™.
unitss Two IP's were conductede Co '"L" commenced a platoon combat patrel ™
tc the vicinity of XD 79341€. Artillery and mortsr preps were fired
during the moves As the patrol moved across the top of the ridge line
one iK-47 and niscellaneous gnmunition was founde As the last cbject-

| . ive area was swept, the platoon received 82mm mortar incoming resul ting

E ) in seven WIA'se Counter mortar was fired Yy artillery accounting for

"~ - threa secondery explosionss.—The incoming ceasede €0 "Lt assumed

v | UGG |
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defenge of Hill 689 when Co ™™ displaced %o Hill 86U South. The lines
were angmented by H&SCo peraornels. One 0P and two LP's were conductede

Co "M" digplered overland to Hill 47 at 0925 and assumed conirol of the
hill from Co 'H" 2/l. One (® and two LP's were conducteds A section
- on 1:06's gl 8l's werme displaced 5o Hill 4Th and attached to Co MM,

*0n 19 May, Task Flemen® Qusil, commanded by Major MEAD (Battalion ¥D),
was fomed to vcnduct the delense of the Hill 552 Complex. The Commngnd
-Group A" lecage Hnm as Task Element Ale under LtCol BOURNE and con-
ducted the defense of Hill 689. With the threat of an attack on Hill

552 minimized, Task Wlemeais Qusil and Ale were Gisbanded on 27 Maye o
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SECTION v

]

LOGISTICY

1. Genergl

s« The I talzor remained nn Hills 689 and 552 dquring ¥eFs Co's
I gnd "M wsoe OFOOE to TR for g short period of times Co "KM was
shifted to Hill 47L for a neriod of five days. At the present time we

_ mgintgin Hills 881 scvh, €39, 552 and 47TL.

be Daily resupply of Clsss I, IIT, IV, snd V itema has been con-
dueted from LZ Camec by helicopters Class II items have been motorized
%0 LZ Cameo and from there by helicopter to the Battalion,

2. Supply
as The overgll supply support during this period was sgtisfactory.

be Some critical shortages of supplies existed and were reported

in the Logistics Summary Reports

Gas Magk, Smally, Medium and Lacgs
Telephone, Ta-1/P7

k¥otor Trgnsport, repalxr par'bs
3,51 Rocket Liguncher

106 Recoilless Rifle

Compressory Reciprocating for Flanethrower

3¢ Transportation

ae Motor tranpestt support from Division Motor Transport has been
very poore - Thig lack of transportation has put a strain on the Bate
talion's vehicless Somewhat of a problem does exist with the dally
trash rune The trucks often do not pick up an entire load of trash.

be The deadline rate for the M-422A1 is 23 %; of la«‘vehicles,
four are degdlineds i1l1l four are down for 3d echelon repairse ALl
four are in FLSG-Bs Two M-4224l's have been dropped from the Battalion's

«- account and two others have been placed on order.

¢ce There are five commmications vehicles in the Battalion of which

~ one is deadlinede ' One MRC-87 is in FLEG-B for work on the wiring aysbems

de The Battalion has 30 M-27442 vehicles of which 12 are deadlined.

Al are awaiting parbs which have been put on requisitions

ee The Battalion has four M-37BlL vehicles of which one ia deed-
lined for g new engines Having one of these vehicles deadlined greatly
incrcases the worklogd of all other vehicles in the Battalione.

Va1 ENCLOSURE (1)
N
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£« The Battalion hags one Luber and one Steam Jenny which are both
degdlined for parts that are on ordex. -

‘¢ Maintenance

ae The degdline rate for the M-274A2 is still very high. 'The
Battalion has been using them quite extensively =nd parts are sfill
not in supply. The deadline razte for the M-422A1 has decreased a
congiderahie gmwunt over tiw last month.

be The motor trenspor: sectisn has had a smsll portion of 1ts
vehicles a% LZ Canco. 1t stiil has maintained the greater portion of

. its shop et Dong Ha and has rim en’ a highly proficient basise

Ericlosure ’1; 3/4 -4 Ltr 4/J0S/jt% of 13May68
?2 S-4 SOP FOR KHE SANH AREA OPERATIONS
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SBCEET
encntT
L{J & o . .
* HEADQUARTERS
34 Battglion, 4tk Marines
33 Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force
FPO, San Francisco, 96602
4/308/ 3t%
13 May 1968
- From: S-4

Tos Sgt. OfConnory &4 i Gameo

1. Purposs. To promalgate expiicl uly the duties 1equ.hred of 3/4 per-

© sonnel, et gl, at LZ Camz0.

2 8~4 Driics end ReS“pOI’olblll'tT_QS

as Receive resupply Tequesitions from Battalion position, and i’iil
Olass I, IT, IV, and V requests from LSU at Cameow

bs PForward Class II req;uests to 5~4 Rear.

¢+ Request helicopters from lst Marines S-4 L7 by 1800 the day prioss

de  Stage all gear on LSA for ghipment to the Ba,ttalion.

8. Receive and £ill water bladders as soon ss possible and restage

- for shipment to the Battalion,

f. Procure any mnd all supplementsl gear (SP packs, fresh frult,

- aireraft matting, etc.) that may be used by the Ba‘btallon.

g+ Keep Bn X0, S-4 with Bn, S-4 at KSCBy and 8-34 Rear informed of
all pertinent developments at least once each day and as necessarys

he Manifesting Bquipments All gear arriving at Cameo from Dong Ha
will have g responsible NCO in charge with g mapifest liste This will
be checked against the gear to determine if any is missing. All gear sent
from Cameo to the Babttglion position will also be mgnifested on standard
forms, whether by extemal load (attach sheet prominently for Battalion
S-4 to find), or internally where g responsible NCO will be given the
manifest and instructions to deliver it to S-4 at Battalion.

i. Manifegting Personnel

(1) Incoming personnel from Dong Ha arriving st LZ Capeo will
have an NCO with a roster in charge. He will report to S-4 Cameo. S-4
Cameo will mgnifest on a definite roster all personmel going to the
Battalion position, gppoint an NCOIC, and have him deliver one copy of

the roster to-the B8-1 representative at the Battakion. ™e other copy

will be kept on file for two weekse

v-3 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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(2) Incoming personnel from the Khe Sanh area wilkihave an NCOIC
sppointed for the return to Dong Hae Iake a duplicated copy of the
Toster. One copy will be kept at Camec for two weeks and the other given
to the NCOIC, who will give it to the 8-4 Rear upon arrival in Dong Hae

jo S-4 Caneo will be given the responsibility for the control and
actions of gll 3%/4 personnel gt Cameo. Tranaient persomnel remalning
overnight wiil sleep in the 3/4 areas ,

ke Tl;e duties of the personnel at LZ Cagneo are as follows:
(1) FPood Sers:: '

(a) Prepare hot field chow for the Bgttalion pGSl'b.‘LO]'I as
required ’m S-4 dlrectlves.

(b) Mg mha:.n mess wilt gb L7 Csmeo capable of prepa:cing food
for the flela part of the Battslion for delivery in val cans at any timee

(2) Mailman
(a) Sort mail for delivery to the Battalion position.
(v) Ensure delivery of such mail to Battalion position. -

' (c) Receive mgil from Battslion position and ensure its re-
Wen te Dong Ha.

(3) Motor Transport
" (a) Cerry out the instructions of S-4 Cameos

{(b) Maintain proper maintenance of 3/4 vehiclese

JAVES 0. SINGER
lstlLt UsMC
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 5-4 SOP FOR KHE SANH JREa OPFRATIONS
CONCEPT. OF OPFRATION |

Resupply requirements are laid on the S-4 representative with the
Battalions These, glong with normsl resupply items, are ordered from S-4
Stude At Stud, the orders are broken into two groupss first, items that
can be filled from the Stud LSU, are filled and sent by helicopter to the
Battalion positions second, items that cannot be procured at Stud (nor-
Bally Class IT items), are ovdsred from Dong Ha S-4 Rear. These items
are gent from Dong Ha to Stud by truck, then flown to the Battalion.

" PROCUREMENT OF VRHICLES AND ITLIVERY OF GEAR

From 2/4 Rear to Stud, . transportation is by 9th Motors trucks which
are fragged through Division Motor Transport from S-4 Rear by 1800 the
previous evening. Cear going to S-4 S%ud is escorted by 3/4 personnel
wo gre responsible for the gsare One man is given the overgll respon-
eibility and is given a manifest list of gear and personnel which is turned
over to the S-4 Stud representatives

Helicopters from Stud to the Battalion position are fragged by 3/4
8%tud S-4 persomel by 1800 the night before through lst Marines S~4. If
at all possible gear is flown externally direct to the Battalion positions
Passengers are manifested directly to the Bgbtitalion position and an NGO
is placed in charge of the group with a mgnifest list which is tumed over
to the &1 representative with the Battalion.

REPORTS

From S-4 Battalion position, a daily ammo count on select items is
Called dircctly to Task Force Hotel (as per lst Marine directives)e
Weekly, a Cofram nmmo report is called to Task Force Hotel, consisting
of the number of rounds within the Battalion, number used (plus noteworthy
results); =nd mumber received on resupply. ' o

Normgl Battalion and division reports are prepared and sulmitted from
3"4 Rearo .

LOCATIONS &ND RESPONSIBILITIES OF S-4

3/4 S-4 Rear (Dong Ha Combat Base)
1 5-4 Officer, 1 Logistics Chief, 1 8-4 Clerk
Battalion Supply
Battalion Motor Transpert

Regponsibilitiess:

Provide coordingtion for all S-4

Frag vehicles from Dong Ha to Stud
Provide household services at 3/4 Rear
Prepare gnd submit reports as required

| -5 " ENcIosmRE (2)
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S-4 Stud (Lz sma)

- 2 8-4 Reps, 4 company suwply reps, 2 Comm personnel, 4 cooks,
4 Motor Transport personnel, 1 mailman

Regponsibilitiess
Draw and forward Class I, TII, IV, and V supplies to Ba’ctalion

AR LR

- position

Receive gesr and personnel from u‘°4 rear a,nd transport to
Battalion position

Prepars and delivrr hot meals to Battalion position

Trag all supply helicoptcers from lst Marines

Mamtain o w 5 commimicgbtion with Battslion rear
Hors mail Twe delivery to Battslion position

LRI AL

Speciel Eoquipment :
., , : 3 GP tents, PRG-4T7, 1 te]&embc.*e, small f: eld mesa w/rangeS,
‘ ~burners, and vec czuse 2 Plts, 1 mite -4' treiler; I mule and 1 waser
~ trailer

§-4 Khe Sanh Combat Base
L 8-4 Rep

Responsibilities
Cooxdingbion between 2/4 and lgt Marines S-4
Handle all 3/4 supplies and personnel coming into Khe Sanh
Combat Bgse and dispatch as neccssary

" Speciagl Bquipment ' :
1 mile ' :

S8-4 Battalion
1 &-4 Sgt. 1 8-4 clerk, 1 grmorer, 1 motor transport mechanic,
3 HST perscinel )

Tiespcms.=s:t.b._,,3;1:3.es
Determine supply needs of Ba,‘ats.lion and order accordingly
Magintain L2, ccordingte loading snd uwnloading of helicopters
Mgintain approprigte reserve-levels of .(lass I, IIT, and V goex
Control. and ensure proper distribution of supplies
Provide 2d echelon maintenance for wegpons and vehicles
Ccordinate evacuabion of casualties (with supervismn by H&S
Co Commander)
Knep Battalion Conmander informed of logistlcal s:Ltua,’cion

Specigl Bquipment
1 telephone

JAMES 0. SINGER
latlLt TUsMe
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SECTION VI
COMMUNICATTONS AND FLECTRONICS

h S R&i@

"~ The Fafrta_w on. ma:_ntq,lncd statlone en the follom.ng radn.o nets
wlﬁle on field opexwations during May 1958:

.

Regt TAC #1 (TM) Co I TAC Hed
‘Regt T45 #2 (524} Co "MXM T4 Fet
Bn 1AC G do LY TAC 3ot
Bn 140 #2 (FM) Co Wit TAC Net
B Admin (FM) 8imm Mortar conduct of fire net

" be The Zatielion Rear at Dong Hg nninizined a stabion on the Bate
talion sdminislration circuit and one on the Balbalion TAC #1 (HE‘)
between 1 -~ 15 May, but it was found to be of no significant edvantages

" @e- Supporting grmg circuits for alr gnd agriillery were employed
utilizing M equipmente '

2s VWire

ae The Battalion Regr at Dong La maintgins wire commications for
administrative purposes and provides tw trumks fo the 9th Marines

be The Battalion maintained an extensive CP wire system at Hill 689
‘and Hill 552 including links 1o each rifle companys .

3¢ Radio Relzyc An AN/TRC-27 circuit was employed between Hill 689 and
the Khe San': Gonbil Base mgintained by lst Marines.

4e Power, Power for the Battelion Rear at Dong Ha is provided by the .
11th Enbm_eerse

VI-1 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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FIRE SUPTORT SOORTINATION

l. During the month of Mgy, while 3/4 was operg,tlng in the Khe Sanh g:cea, ‘
' srtillery support was provlded by 1/11. ‘

2+ While opergbing in the Fhe Sanh area, forward observera in support B
of 3/4 called in 6G§ fire mirsime and euponged 9,050 romdse An eddiiione
al 44500 rounds were exended on 9 003_ Bé&I's and 9% 70T targetse .

% The follcwing is o vummery of artiillery svpport during tha month of

Mays
.@.@123&13:9}1 : v Fire !Hsnions Rounds Expended
1/311 ' - 609 | 9,050 |
Battelion | Eal's " Bounds Bapended
i 905 44128
Battalion o i Rounds Expended
Y - 93 | 32

4¢ Prep iires for compsny operagtions and platoon patrols were used
extensively, These prep fires were glso supplemented with 8lmm mortar
prep fires.

L Co "IY ~ during the month of Msy called in a total of 18 prep fires.
Co Mz* .. during the month of Moy called in g total of 12 prep firese.
Co " ~ luviag tne month of Mgy called in g total of 3L prep firese
Co " ~ during the month of May called in a total of T prep fires.

5¢ Commcncing at 1800 H&L fires were begun to deny the enemy free move-
mentbe These H&I's were fired within 200 to 300 meters of combat outpostae
There is no way to determine if H&I's destroyed any targets. H&I's are
unobserved missionse Also there purpose is not to destroy targets but

to harass the enemy and to interdict his freedom on the trails nd
infiltration routese

VII-1 . myoposwee (1)
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SECTTON VIII

1. During the month of May, “he weathor was good for all 3/4 air support.

2. Fixed wing support was requested dellys While ;5[4 was locgbed in the -
Khe Ssnh area. the Serrain and observation offered excellent opportunity
for 3/4 to employ fixed wing wupporte Fixed wing strikes -were called in.
support of 3,/ 4 wmits in conituct and in direct mxpport of pending sweeps
by units of 3/4. While flying in support of units in contact, flights of
F-4'sy, A-4's and F-8's were used. These airdraft proved very effective
in ailding 3/4 in clearing out pockets of enemy resistmce end in preventing
enemy reinforcement of units in contact with 3/4. Fixed wing strikes in
support of 3%/4 tallied many NVA confirmed, NVA probable snd bunkers de-

" atroyede '

3. During the month of May, 3/4 requested 208 med-evacs, using 208
helicopters. Mmy times during this period of time, med-evac alrorgft were
requested into somevhat dangerous LZ's to pichnyp seriously wounded ’
porsonnecl, Without the assistance and devotion to duty of our helicoptor
pilots, many Marines might have died. :

4. Turing May, 72 requests were submitted for A0 aireraft. Through the
40, 3/4 was sble tc direct artillery, mortars and fixed wing strikes against
the NVi. The AO's were instrumental in spotting enemy trodp movemanii. ed
fortifications and were gble to adjust artillery and mortar fire upon

them. Without the velusble aid of the many A0 flights, 3/4 would no%

have been gble to accomplish their mission without suffering heavy cas-
ugltiese

3 5. Dariny 'a¢ month of May, 3/4 received 159 TPQ's of which 0 were
i emergencye 4inese strikes were instrumental in gtoppping enemy resupplies
! and in destroying enemy pos itionss '

6+ During the month of May, 3/4 conducted four troop lifts, three in-
volved one company and the other two companiese

7. The following is a summary of air support for the month of Myys

as TFixed wing 75 Controlled by AQ/FAC

be 40 sizemaft 73 Controlled fixed wing, mortars and
reconned routes in support of 3/4

de Med~evae 208

de Trocp lifts 4 Helicoptars. (He46 wore used to Lift a
total of T08 troops. .

ee TPQ's 159 TPQ's were conducted, hitting ertiliery
poaitiona and harboring sites. s

f. Flare ships L ’ On 16 May, flare shi : :

VIII-1.
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8, On 15 s there were seven flxed wing gir strikes run in support of
Co “L:S' who had made contast with an estimated dug in squad vicinity XD
792416«

9. On 16 May, there were six 1'ixed wing sair strikes run in support o:t"
Co "K" whe had engaged a well dug in NVA platoon vieinity XD 788419.

10, . During the heavy contget on 17 and 18 Msy involving Co's "I" and "M"
a total of 20 fizsl wing alr strillss wore rune.
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SECTION IX

I’IE{DINL

Yo 3/4 maintained two mediacl positions in Meys
689 and g Tesr BAS at Dong Hae

L_aRiaTRg

20
addition b0 cosualian :"rﬁ'fu.z_i‘.’;_zt.L
. Viral gastroenteritiaz ocouret in
oanges of malarig were "epnr Toda

disease (Yot posct LeE'e Bastali

B¢ Med-caps were not ccnauctsd
the forwyard EiSe

Thaere wexe only
o morgle was ju

this month due

IX%-1

o the

’

a forward BAS on Hill

‘I'here were gpproximately 590 potimmbs to vieit ﬂ'xe forward BaS, in
F

frem hogbile sotion,

the laitter half of the monthe

A smell epidemic &
No new
two new canes of veneral
dged to be very hizie

adverse locglion cf
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CIVIL AFELTR3

qﬁ‘C'T‘TON oN X

1. No civil affeirs sctiviiies were ccnducted by this Babttalion during

X1 .. ENCLOSURE (1)
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SECTION XT

.

PROBLEMS BNCOUNTFRED AN LESSONS LEARNED

1, Wen sending out IP's for night security, Repy %eoticel oconsideretions
mugt be teken into gocounds limited Imowledge of the terrgin due to darke
. ness and the use of suppcerting arms. Once the LP has set in the 8l moiw-
tars gre laid on the IP's position with north being 12 o'clock. If the «
supporting arms are to be uszd, gdjustments gre made by the clock system.
" and distance (i.e. 6 o'clock, P00 neters).

"2e .Under ccombat conditions it is imperative not only to tend to the

needs of the casuglties bub also ic ensure a congtant, timely and accur-’
ate check on persommel. Constant attention to accountability while on
patrol is mandgtory starting with the fire team and squad leaders. Vhen
oasuglties are incurred, the amall unit leader must know which of his

men are walking wounded, which have been evacuated, and effectives re-
naining. JAccurate lisbs of thos evacuated by helicopter must be waintained
requiring designation of one person sclely respemsible for this function
in the LZD . *

4 Within the Khe Senh ares, the enemy is well dug in and uses naximum

camoufl ages He will let a patrol get right on top of him before initigt- e
ing oontanzte Companies in this Battalion utilize a broad peint squad

appYo xinagtely 100 meters in front of the nain body, thus enabling the

point squad tc detect the enemy and initiate ccntact before the nain

wnit is exposed. ,

4¢ The enermy is well dug in and while an attacking unit calls in agir
support, he will stay down until the planes have dropped gll their loade
After the plenes have finished their runs, this Battalion will hawe the
planes continue to make passes in crder to keep the enemy down and gllow
the attacking wnit to move quickly in on the enemy utilizing the deoepiive
runa of the ignes.

%; It was found that the OP on the northwest side of Hill 689 could hear
_the pop of the enemy mortars prior to the round impacting. In order %o
utilize this weming to the advantage of all personnel on Hill 689, as
800N as g pop was heard, the OP would notify the FSCC who in turn would
blow ‘a whistle thereby giving all individugls within the Combgt Base
gpproximately ten seconds before the first enemy round would impgote
Casuz.al.;ties from incoming showed a decline since the start of the whistle
warning systeme.

67 Flash (P's were established by lst Marines mong the different post-

tions within the Seothand IT AO utilizing Naval Gunfire FO's. As soon as

there was a flash seen, an azimuth would be shot to the point of the

flash and immediately called into the Regimental FS0C. With azimuths from -

two or more positions, the FSCC would compute an intersection,. thereby ... 2.

a-r M%@& il
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getting an rate fix on the enemy's position, The flash OP on Hill |
689 did not work as expected due to the berrain, but the system was
feasible and worksble.
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