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Location '
1-31 December 1966. Hill 54 CHU LAT RVX
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Maje Po L. HILGARTNER
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2ndLt G. Le GORTON
1stlt W, F. GILLILAND
Maje Re Jo LLGER
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Capte Go Jo STREMLOW
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The most significant operation conducted during December 1966 by thls
Battalion was Operation SUTTiR. During the planning phase the possibility
of coordinated attacks involving USMC and JRVN forces was considered, . ALl .
planning wes conducted within a framework of coordination and cooperation.
The operation was termlnated pricr to the execution of a.ny coordinated. attacks
with LARVN forces. :

Due to terrain barriers encountered throughout Opera,tlon SUTTER, lt wa,s
necessary to employ radio relay to meintain continuous communications between
command echelons. One squad (Rein) provided security for the radio relay.

. This technique was subsequently employcd for thrce seperate company size .
operations conducted in the RaOR west of the Battalion TuOR during December.
The positioning of the relay team was varied pcrlodlcally to preclude
establishment of a patterns

. & significant result of Oporatlon SUTTL’R was the reported rallying of
cight CHIEU HOIs to GVN officials at LY TIN and Ti KY district headquerters.
Information was reccived that these CHIEU HOIs rallicd as a dlrect result
of Marine activity during Operation SUTTER.

Throughout the month of Deccember continuous cfforts were made to improve
and expand the Combined 4ction Company (CuC) within the Battalion's TAOR.
Closer coordination with the LY TIN District Chief and Senior U.S. ddvisor
Toesulted in the formulation of an improved and more comprehensive training
program for the CGAC units positioned on the Islands of KY HQ4 and KY XUAN,
4dditionally, on 12 Deccmber 1966, eleven Popular Force (PF) personnel
moved into the combat base with two USMC Combined action Squads on the
Island of KY HOie.

On 15 December 1966 the Commanding Cfficer, lst Battalion, 5th Marines

. conducted a personnel inspection et the KY HO4 combat base and found the
Populer Force personncl who were integratoed with the Marines well prepared

_ for the ihspection.
., Two separate Company (Rein) size search end clear opcrations were
) conducted on the island of KY XUAN (BT 488103) during December. In each

operation the Commander of Company B had operational control of all
Popular Forcc units cmployed. 4slthough contact was not made in either
operation, the combined planning effort, ccoperation and efficient execution
reflected a stop forward in the foustering of a cooperative relaticnship
betwcen Populer Forces and USMC.

Bfforts toward expansion of the Combined iction Company (CAC) program
continued during December. The USHC Cadre of the proposcd CGaC consisting
of one officor; 49 enlisted Marines and onc Corpsman was formed on 16
December. Upon sctivaticn it was planned that the CiC be compcsed of four
USN(/Popular Force (PF) integrated platoons. During the lest two wecks of
December, the USMC Cadre of the CiAC completed a ten day training cycle. In
addition to tactics, Gencral Military Subjects and Weaspons Iraining, the
syllabus included indcetrination lectures by U.S. advisors on the Popular
Forces Programe. The requested expansion of the TUOR upon which the pruposed
CaC was contingent was approved on 30 December 1966. On 31 December 1966

an advancc party of the CuC was pOSl‘tlonod with a Popular Fcree platcun at
the propesed CAC cumbat base.
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Throughout the month of Decarber i otinving offirt has been made to
improve the security of @ombst br-es o 71 e Fottslion TeUR. Forces
were relocated for better conur i va rmsbure of each position

~ underwent: cuntinuous imprévenc:. .. v Lhasil v e construction of a new

messhall, command attention was devotol to access road repair and renovation
of billeting spaces. , ,

Contimued ecmphasis was placed on Civil offairs activities during
Docember. Rice captured on Operation SUPTER was delivered to the LY TIN
District Chiof for distribution to rofugees., Within the TiOR, lumber was
provided for the construction of an additicnal room to a school house and
twe pig cooperatives were organized. Medical Civie dction patrcls treated
1530 civilians end administered 535 plague innoculations and small pox
vaccineticns, S

Psychological Werfare operations were conducted to the meximum extent .
feasible in conjuncticn with cach oparztion exceuted by this Battalion or
units thereof during December. The cmplcoyment of Kit Carson Teams and ‘
U. S. irmy HB Psychological Waerfare Teams in cénjunction with company size
operaticns provided the command with excellent background for use in
planning future opersticns in order to exploit more fully their techniques .
and capabilities.

e ;
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13, BDeos6 Campmmy O(~) OBLOH %l Bsbtoldon, 5th Herinos

BT TTT | e
T T TamTs o
1. 1Decks Uperation BUITIR gonticnst Los cag Jroco 12-66. (Refer to Tab A)

2. 012115H Company C Matrine on bunkér watch (BT 397145) shot lumsclf in left
foot with his rifle. Was teken teo 1lst Medical Battalion 2Decbb,. - Informal
Investigetion vas condueted:

3. 2Bacb6 Operation SUITER eestimuzed I8 Bu I’Iag Qeder 12-66, {(Refer v Tab 4)
4+ FBook Operation SUTTER contimed LA B Prog Order 12-66, (Refer o Tab 4)
5. 4Bect6 Vperation SYTTER continued IAW Bp Fraw Order 12-66. (Refer tc Tab 4)
6. 5DooES Operation SUTTHIR eonbinued TAW Bn"ﬁ‘.tag (}rdor 12-66. (Ref er 1o Ta,b-ri)

T. 052230H Company B fire team pateol 535’1} oo rd (BT 429139’\ cbscrved a baat
without lights. Petrol raguested 33luwminabion. Threc rounds of 8lmm morter
illuminetivn fired. Throo F¥'s sccompanying painol wore sent Vo investigate.
PF's geve chasce .Bond went zmbound suall i3and, EP's went around other side |

and brought boat inte shere and gpprehended 1 ¥OB. VOIS forwarded to Battalicn
S-2. .

8. 061815H OQwa’aién swm w B Beag Tpdor 1266, z@c«zsﬁmﬁe@. (Refer to Tab i,

9¢ 061830H Company ¥ cengunt %eﬁaﬁm in to soxBiwestern arca of the RaOR.
10s 0708252 Campamy Tt S8 miwsdum {57 T ‘pacedesit Tour rounds snlpc,r fire
from a range of 250 mefars. Wﬁ? og guperved of {ET 295136). artiliezy

- mission requestol and fined m&g&e& QTR Ow m Wz wogrched with in-
cenclusive re saﬂtﬁ»

1i. 0713043 Compamy D 84T il ms Lok bp 29‘53‘.521@ %ﬂ,a sosrching ha¥¥at, VO murbes
pack emd equipment was found canswtwg ot dme % s twe plastlc pouches

end cne bag pulverized peanutay migegiisnoous ﬂ&%@i@g, twe bandages, one vail
probably methylate, ona pouch 8f rieey ome welled m‘&:& amortq;l Aacuments and
picwures. 4ll captured gegw vy furvwerlsl ho Babtdl

1%  TDechh Corpany T wnm@@“

mﬁa«@:ﬁ le%.

14. 080925% Coupmmy B, ST niwsion {4F 207153} sppretisndod ons V(S as he
attempted t3 Tlee ent resm af bute ok g@@g&gﬁm et wpopred to be &
VC situaticn repoxt was Topmde ¥0Gund dooummnt were fopwerded to 9th IIT,

15. 8Decbb Cotpany I gantinved spsrationd tu $he northvestorn areas of the RuOR.

16, 090915H Company D 8&% wispign {ED m&&},g ‘;a:;%aaé unkpown $ype booby trap.
Booby trap believyd to heave beot tun $rad 4 in

. grapedey <
hedgerow placed #ppreximatoly gue gm %&ﬁ%:ﬁ;@mﬁ wiehi toip virv attached.
Sustained seven WlA's. Three Hurdhes Wery Wiy evacumted to lst Me(llc.?l

Battalicn at 0911153. r\ @r , \ i
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17. 091615H Ccmpany D S&D mission coird ( 2 2501 2) recewed apprcxlmatuly 50

rounds small arms fire from an costi "o v oo £ 4 Vi approximately 300 o
meters away at (BT 300141). Retvw.- - 2 7 osir 0 5T .nds M~T79, 200 r?unds
smell arms fire and four row.-.s o0 . o 3 4. contact end fled in e %

siuthwestarly dircetion. dres scav o .o . L0 TCLUZIVC results. :

18. 101200H Compsany D(-) returned tc Battalicn Combat Basc from orcratlons in the
crthwestern arcea -cf the RALOR. ‘

19. - 111200H Company D(~) OPCUW 2nd Battalion, Tth Ma:cines.

20, lll}OOH Company B fire team securlty patrol 5B16, l ocated threc tunnels.
First tumnel at cocrd (BT 429137) wes 4 feet by 4 fect by 4 feet, and constructed

cf wocd and brick. Second tunnel at courd (BT 426134) was 3 feet by 4 feet by -
8.fecet and ccnstructed of wood and bricks - Third tunncl at courd (BT 430143) was
4 fect by 4 feet by 5 feet and constructed of wo. Qe 41l three tunnels were ,
searched, nuthing was.found. DNone of the tunnels indicated rocont signs of . ‘
VC use. 51k wore destriyed.

21. 111350H 3rd Platoon, Co D OPCON Tth Marines. - .

22, . 12Dec66 Eleven PF's muved inte c.mbat base at hill 12 (BT 477143) for
integration with the CiC units pos:.tlvnea at that location.

23, 131100H Compeny CG(~) returned from UPCON 3rd Battalion, 5th Marincs.
24. 131915H 5rd Platoon Gompeny D returned from OPCON Tth Marincs. |

25. 142145H Ccmp ;B squ“d securlty patrol, 5812 (3BT 483138) spotted boat
without lights vicinity (BT 462137). Boat challengeds Beat continued to move
away frum. patrol in & southeasterly dircction. Patrol rcquested 1llum1natlon.
Four rounds 8lumm mortar illumination fired. Bcat continued to move away. Patrcl
fired 50 rounds small arms fire with B4R at boat. Boat moved out of range. '

26. - 142150H BlatOOn combat base, Gompany B (BT 487103) received approximately

40 rounis small arms fire from vicinity (BT 493103) e range of approximately .
600 meters. Delieved weapon to be a BAiB. Two tracer rounds hit frlcndly“, T
defensive bunker. No fire rcturned. 4 check was made to determine if there

was any relationship betwcen 142145H spot repcrﬁ and this incident.. .Location

of perimeter bunkor end directicns of incoming rounds indicated nc rolation.

Company B fire team security patrol, 539 alcried tc check the arcae. . Company B

squad S& patrol, conducted search from (BT 495095) to (BT 488109) from
150600H until 151200H with inconclusive rcsults.

27. 142325H Company B squal (Rein) 8&D patrcl, conducted scarch of area from
BT 405152 to BT 395162 fr-m 141900H to 142325H (Ref 7tn Marlnes rep\rt 141520H
to 1stBn, SthMar). Results inconclusive.

28e. 15Dé066 No cuntact throughout the daye.

29.. 162050H Company B Combined iction fire team patrol, coord (BT 498094)
spotted boat and called boat o shore. Boat scarched with negative results. &
secund boat.was spotted at coord (BT 500095) moving northward. Boat was
challenged but continued movement. Patrol firea ajpr~x1matoly 300 rounds small
arms fire ot boat, Boat muved out of Tange. Illuminstion reg _sted. Nine rvunds
105mm illuminaticn fired and arca scarched 50 meters into watkn g

results. One VC WIA probablae.

iy . | 3.2
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30. 172245H Company o fire fcam ge sord (BT 488139) cbserved several:
boats vieinity covrd (BT 4851%6). .45 were challenged. Jcats
ignored challenge and ccntinucd © 1 Jired approximately

30 rounds small arms fire. Tsti . hit. DBoats moved out of
range, One VO KLs probables '

i
[N

-
L

3le 18100QH coord (BT 399148) Company B Merinc shob Victnamese:girl in stemach
with .45 cal pistel. Girl was melically -cvacusted ot 181022H tc 1lst Medical
Battalion. Investigation was cocnducted. : '

32. 181800H Company € Platocn S8&D patrol coord (3T 40%125) apprehended three
V0Se One VCS had pictures of CHICUM anl US weapons, Within his house were
papers with US rank structures.s VS were forwarded to Battalion 5-2, interrogated
and released. - - : o '

o 33. 19Dect6 Medical civie action rmatrol vaccinsted and innoculated 535
. Vietnamese civilians ot KY CHaNH village (BT 418124)-

34+ 19Dec66 Company B(-) conducted & search and clear cperation on the island of
. KY XUaN (BT 425150) from 190800 until 191330H. '

35, 20023%0H Company C platoon patrol base covrd (BT 40%113%) received appreximately
125 rounds small arms and automatic weapons firce from an estimated Gistance of

250 t¢ 300 meters from an easterly lirecticn. VG appeared to be firing at PF OF

at ccord (3T 416123) at the seme time. Company C platoun rcturned 50 rounds.
Artillery illuminstion mission requested. Four 105zm illumination rounds fired.
VC firing ceased, drcs searched wt first light with inconclusive rcsults.

36. _211800H Company 3 squed security patrol 5815 coord (BT 431168) apprchended
one VS with incorrcct identification. VCS was taken to 2nd Flatoon Company B
c.mbat base and questioned -by PF's who indicated he was a VCS. VS forwarded
to Battalitn 5-2.

. 37. 221300% The. Battalicn enter$ained approximately 850 Vietnamese adults and
children at KY CHANE village coord (BT 417124)e The Village Chief opened the

. festivities by intrcducing the Commanding Officer, whe in turn dclivered a brief
interpretation of Christmas in the United States and why wmericans celebrate this
occasicn. Following a presentstion of gifts by the Commaniling Officer, tc the
Village and Hamlct Chiefs; . entertainment was provided, consisting of  a.talentgpshov,
four movies and carcling by a lccal Vietresmese Garl's cheir. Schocl kits,
cookies and’'scft drinks were given to &1l children in ettendance via the elders.
The Vietnamese appcared grateful and enthusiastic thruughout the perty. 4 decorated
tree with electric lights alded to¢ the festive occasion. :

38. - 241104H Company squal security mtrel, courd (BT 439160) located cne 155mm
He. round (not bocby trapped) along trail. hrca was cleared of all personncl and
round was dsstroyed. :

39. 25Dec6b No contact thrcughout the day. A

Os - 26Dccbb Company C (Rein) conducted operation ZaW 3n Frag Order 15-66.
Refer tc Tab B) .- ' ‘

4l. 26Dect6 Compsny 3 (-) conducted a cne day S&C operation on the island of KY
XULN (DT 488103). - ' ' "

\ AE L 3.3
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42, 261030H Company C S&) mission ceoord ("1 331073) received approximately 200 )
rounds automatic weapcons fire frim s oo . 12 TC coord (BT 352075)
approximately 200 metcrs awaye C.i 1 .; S e L ** dt\,ly 200 rounds small
arms fire, six M=79 rounds =nt i L g - T e searched with

inccnclusive results.

4%. 261210H Company C S& missicn cosrd (BT 35208l) after checking hut, received
one round small arms firce from sniper in an unobscrved location, sustaining one
USMC WIi who was medically evacuated tc 1lst Medical 3sttalion. irea searched,
and two uncooperative VCS males both approximately 50 years 0ld, without 1.D.
cards were apprehended. Onc VCS was slmust blind and was relcascd aftor

- interrogaticn. Other VCS was forwarded to B-ttalion S«2 ancl; later to 9th ITT.
Possible VC %raining site was located in same arca. &Sguipment found included
batterics, rope, shovels, target gilhouettes, knives, first aid dressings, small
quantity of medic~l supplies, one cantecn and small arms ammunition in different
stages of disasscmbly. Bouipment forwarded to S:tt.lion S-2. Interrogation of .
villagers revealsd that three VC left area within the hour with cne VO WLh. :

44, 261800H Company C S&D mission coord (BT 261503) apprehended one VG5 females
Interpreter believed she knew location of VC hospital but would not disclose .
location. VCS was forwarded to Battelion S-2, and later to 9th ITT.

45. 261800H Company C S&D missicn co.rd (BT 399079) whilc mcving castward, the
point observed two V¢ wearing black PJ's 2nd cerrying weapons moving west on trail
apyroximately 200 t¢ 300 meters awsy. PFPoint immediately tosk cover and allowed

VC tc move closers VO muwved off trail into stream beds, VO aprerently did not
observe point. VC appeared to be establishing an ambush. Point fired approximate-
ly 30 rounds small arms fire, VC returned one round small arms fire and fled

southe  Point immediatcly pursucd and apprehended cne VCC. Other VC escaped. The
fellowing was captured from VCC: 'raincoat, UsS. Carbine, three Carbine magazines,
cartridge belt, poncho, hammock, one M-26 Grenadc and onc cover. VCC was forwarde
el tc Battalion S-2 and later tc 9th ITT. :

46, 263215H Company C returned to Batta.llon Combat Base. Operation TAW Bn Frag .
Order “¥5%66 terminated. .
4T+ 27Dec66 Company "& returned 0P G0N lstBn, Sthha:c from Chu Lai Defense Gommand. .

48. 27Dec66 Company C OPCON Chu Lzi Defense Command.

49¢ 282124H 2nd Platcon Company B ccmbat base cvcrl (3T 436161) requeste medical
evacuation of PF who went into a comae. Medical ovacuation helicopter received
_approximetely six ;I:'(un"ls small arms firc from sn wiper at ccurd (BT 451151). Mo
fire was roturned Company B fire tcam sccurity J;a’crul was directed to petrol.
carlicr than Qoheduled and scarch ares from which sniper fire originatede, Patrol

searched area frum 282130H to 282351H from coord (BT 436161) to coord (BT 456151)
w1th incdnclusive rc,sults. : '

50. 282310H Company D squad ambush 505 coord (3T 397118) heard movement to their
left rear and requested illumination mission, Two rounds 105mm illumination fired
with incinclusive results. -

51. 290015H Company B fire tcam security patrol 53819 coord (BT 449i49) appre'hendéd

six VCS, five men and cne weman. 41l looked suspicicus and were apprchended on )

advice of interpreter. Hamlet Chief of HOA XUAN stated that they werc suspects.
‘VCS were forwarded to nattallcn S=2.

2 ﬁ 3-4
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52e 290820& Company & commeneed eoamgiens Tyt rn" wrdar 10-66 (Refer £
Tab C)

53, 290840H €o mrqny i B& mission o . ; riedl Kocon OF bopartner
coord (BT, 345063) ocbserved cight VO with riflos * (3T 352071) traveling
in. & northly direction. artillery mission IGqUuSt and 32 rounds HE fired with
good target coverage. Estimate two VO Kis ﬁr;Dquc an? six VO WLi probable. area

was not searched due o distance.

54 « 291015H Cumaqny 4 S&D mission Goord (zT 374056) reuorted Recon OF Copartner
cocrd. (BT 3450635 observed eight VC with rlflos an? packs (BT 362068) moving in
open in a northwest directi.n within bomﬂﬁny 4's gres of opcraticn. Jdrtillery
mission requested. Twelve rounds HE fired with excellent target ccverage.
Gempany A searched area from 291015H to 291310H coord (BT 362068) to (3T 360070)
with inccnclusive results. Rccon estimated eight VC Kia probablcs

55 291911h Company 4 radic relay team in conJunctlon w1th Battallon Freg Order
16=66 returned to Hill 54.

56 2919304 Flatoon Commander 3rd Platoon Company B at plﬂtoln combat base coord
(BT 488103) was informed at 1930H by CiC unit 1cader that epproximately 30 PF's

had left combat base., PF's were scheduled to accompany USMC patrol activitices later
~in the cevening. Plato n Leasder contacted the PP unit lcader, Mr. CHULC and asked
him tc have PF's rcturn to the combat base. The PF unit 1leader replied no. The
Platocn Commander then repdérted the incident to the Commanding Cfficer, Comp ny

B. While the Platoon Commander was reporting the incident to the Commanding
Cfficer, Company 3B, thc PP unit lecader left the combat basce Further investigation
revealed that the PF's had beon drinking in the hamlet during the afterno.n and
were in the hamlet. The QUaNG TIN Province U, 5. Advisor, was notified and
initiated an immediatc investigaticn by LY TIN District U. 8. 4dvisor. 3rd
platoon Company B was instructed t¢ remain within their combat basc and maintain
75% alert status. ' o ‘ '

5T« 292215H Ccmpany A‘(Rein),freturned to Bétfalion Combat Base. Operstions IAW
‘ Bn Frag Order 16—66 terminated. (Refer to Teb C) '

58 292330H The LY TIN District Chicf, U. S. &dvisor and additional EF's arrived
on the island of XY XUaN to investigate incident.

59+ 300100H LY TIN District U. S. advisor informed the Commanding Officer, lst

Battalion, 5th Marincs that the problem was cne of over contrcl by both PFla
and USMC units. A :

60. 301500H In refercncc to spot report 291930H a conforence with the QUANG TIN -
frovince U. S. adviscr, LY TIN District U. S. advisor, Province and District Chiefs
and Commending Officer, lst Battalion, 5th Merincs was conducted. It was
ascertained that PF's hat becn drinking as a result of their dispondence over the
possibility of being rcdesignated a Regional Force unite. The incident was.
complicated by the absence o¢f an interpretor. 4s a result of the conference the
incident was smouvthed over.  drrangements werc male for an interpreter and every
means possiblc are being explored by this Battalion t¢ continue fostering amiecable
wﬁrklng rol»tlunshlfs bctwenn Marines anl Pcpular Force unitse '

i
H
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63v—3121835H Firgl tesm listening puss (5527 7 ypory 0 (4 mcn) at coord (BT 593142)
was moving from the Battelion Com. ‘=at aioht position when they
received three rounds small rrro 7 L Lhee . dircection at a renge
of about 100 meters ccard (& %911 . . . .t .. . tnod 2 minor flesh wound
in’ the left leg (medical eVECUALLon Wb i . irel)s, dnemy rounds were nut -
fired in rapid succassicn ani were well aimed. Sstimated one VG snipers Ve :
broke cuntact. Likely rcutc of withdrawal was in a westerly dircetion. Listen="
" ing post reportcd incilent to Company Commander and requested instructions.
Company D Commander directed-listening post to return to the Combat Bame with
Wili. TUpon return to the Cumbat Base the listening post was assigned a replacement
and roturned tc assigned lccetion by a different rcute. Upon debrief of the
listening post it was learncd that the LP returncd thrce rounds small arms fire.
Fire tcam patrol, Ccmpany D coénducted a search from 010500H until 010730H from
coord . (BT 390:1405 to cc.rd (BT 397145)e Unc USMC poncho was founde. '

I'

62. 311915H lst Battalion, 5th Marines perimeter “efensive position co.rd | .
(LT 397147) recccived cne round small grms fire from a range of about .300 meters at

csord (BT 395150). Round landed inrice paddie abmt 20 feet in front of bunker.
No fire was returncd. ‘

.
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“Tab 4 — 1st Sattalion, 5th Marines After dcticn Reports vperation SUTTER

~Tab 3 - 1st Battalion, S5th Marines Fragl 15-66

“Tab € - 1st 3attalion, 5th Marines Frag U 16-66
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FTRST ENDORSIMENT -on.CQ, 15t.Bn, Sth Naritr 3/J12/ /dah over 3480 Ser 0074-66

of 11 Dec 65
From: Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines
To: C o Fananas 4 N et Tyt 2 {Ta3w) b
03 ommending “enerai, Marine Division {(Hein, My .
al I

Via: Comrmznding Genex

—

Subj: Ccmbat Uperation After Action Reporty Operation VSULTZR"
1. Readdressed and forwarded.

1% of a planning conference held at the sSixth ARVE Regimental
Hesadguarters i T A KY on 3 Dsac emaer, 2 small liaiscn greup from the Seventh
Marine Aeglmer was c --OCdte in the field witn The 3eccond ARVN Division CF
for the dursticn of Frhase II, Operation #sUTTuR. Its purpose was tc effect
the lisiscr and {irs supiort coerdiration necessary hetvean uho tmo forces
operating in contigaous ar eab» thereby relieving the commid M5 batbalion
commanfer of such responsibiilty. Ko procblems were in

2. As the res

d‘ S (.

!

3. Despitethe pers
Operaticw SUTTER ia
and resOommerGaviond
Headguarters copcurs in them.

nost unfevorabie of westher Cﬁndlt ons,
5 ty successiul. The commsnts
o revort have besn reviewed 1&9 this

4. The feollowing comments cencerning har ssing end interdictory (H&I) fires
referred to in subveragraphs 5b(i)ii) and L. arve corsidered pertinent,
Just prior to., and again 6vr1ng the speraticn, severe rsstrictions and limits
ticns wers imposed by highsr authority on it T&I {irses, both in target

gselection and =2mmunition 2% s tures, LAGs T €n97rn~*iﬁn and instructions
conoernﬁmv these restrictionsg s omitations Lave besn reseived, They
X i o

should preclude eny futurce s part of the infantry battae~

liors and their sappcriing
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K HEAD 0T T
lst Battalion, .-« wines
lst Marine Livis. .eon) S0F

FPO, Sen Hpic..w 360602 :
' 3/JNB/dah
. 3480
0074-66
11Dec6h

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, Tth Marines

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report, Operatlcn SUTTER

Ref: (a) 1lst Battalion, 5th Marlnes I*‘ragO 12—66 ,

.~,;1::»'(b; Tth:Marines -Fragd 52=664 i 5 v;-ff.% f _
(e) DivD 3430.1 ’

(d) Mapss: - Vietnam AMS Series L 7014 (1 50 ooo), Sheets 6739 v

Tra Bong, 6639 1 Tlcn Phuoc o

2z

2) Operations Overlay D-Day .- N L e L
~ (3) Operations Ovorlay D+1
éﬂ,g Operations Overlay D+2
5) Operations Overloy D+3

, %6% Operations Overlay D44
T Oporetlons Overlay D+5

Encle %1% Oparaflons Ovcrlay D-1"

Lo ‘Code Name and Type of Operation. Operaticon SUTTER (Scarch and Destroy).

: 2. Dates of Operation. Phase I 1-3 December 1966
’ o Phase II 4~6 December 19656

3. Location. In the RAOR t0 thc west of lst Battalion, 5th Marines TACR,
Ly Tin and Tam Ky sector, Quang Tin Province, RVN; on mep sheets, AMS Series
. ' L7014 (1:50,000), Sheets 6739 IV Tra Bong, 6639 I Tien Phouc.

4. Command Beoadgquarterse.

‘as Phase I

CO; 1st Battalion, 5th Marines . Maje Po L, HILGAKTNER
- 00, Company C, lst Battalion, 5Sth Marines . .Cepts M. Bs DARLING
cc’-', Company D, lst Battclion, S5th Marines - _Qapt. J. Jo SiRTY
CO, Company K, 1st Battslion, 5th Marines  Capba Re Go MERZSCO
CO, Company A, lst Reconnaissance Battﬂ.llon Ceptes Be Jo CONNEILLY, Jr.

b, Phase II

COy lst Battalion, 5th Marlncs T Maje. Pe L, HLLGARTNER
CO, Company C, lst Battalion, 5th Marlnos - Capt. Ms Be DARLING
CO, Company D, 1lst Battalion; 5th Marines Capts Jo Jo CanTyY
CU, Company &, lst Reconnaissance Battalion Capt. E. J. CONnhLLY, jn
I ' L e

ho TAR-A |

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

77 Tabi\. or ﬁd.ui!oa.t ionu

1st Battalion; 5th Marincs (-){¥cin) : Mej. Po L. HILGARTNIR
~ H&S Company (-) A

Déty Company-4& (=), 1st Recon Bn
Det, Company C, lst SP Bn
Det, Company B, lst Engr3n
Det, Btry D, 2nd3n, llthMar
Det, AWVN Interpreter Tm
. Det, 9th ITT, FMF
Det, 7th Comm Bn
Det, Headquarters Battalion, lotMaI‘DlV
© Dot, 1st Scout Dog Plt
Det, IS0
Det, av Unit

Z2nd Bn Rein) 1st Fia@, 11lth Marines LtCol CaRViR
y 2nd3n, lst Fid, llthMar .
Prov Btry, 4thBn, lst FiG, 1llthMar

Compeny € (Rein © Capte M. B. DARLING
Company C e .
Det, H&S Co

Det, Conm Plt
Det, Med PLt
3rd FU Tm, 8lmm Mortar P1lt
FiC Tm
- Det, 4KVN Interpreter Tm
Sqd (=) Co B, 1st ingr3n .
FO Tm, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1llthMar
Det, Co C, 1st SP 3Bn

-Lompany D (Reinz ST . Capte J. J. CARTY
Company D : o , o .
Det, H&S Co = - . .

Det, Comm P1t
Det, Med P1t
- 4th PO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plt
FiC€C Tm .
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
Sqd (~), Co B, 1lst Engrin
Det, 1lst Sentry Dog Plt
© FC. Tm, 3try D, 2ndBn, 11thMar
.Uet Co -C, 1st S¢ Bn -

Capt. R. E. MaRESCU

Det;, H&S Co, BrdBn, 5thMar
Det, Comm F1t
Det, Med Pt

FO Tm, Btry F, 2nd®n, 1lthMar

Company & (=)(Rein) 1st ﬁeconnalssanc.e Dattalion Capte Be Js CONNZLLY, Jr.
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6. Supporting arns ' c kN

2o 4Air Support

(1) Helicopter Suppurt. "Operation SUTTAR commenced on 1 December
1966. On D-Day two aircraft carried resupplics to (BT 330¢10) Cn D+l.-

" ‘one ‘HU-1E landed at @oordinates. (3T 332105) wi th Computation "6" and
received five rounds sniper fire. HU-1lE extractod Computation "6" and pro-
cceded to (BT 340100) to evacuate a sick Scout Doge Twe UH-34's picking up
medical evacuations at (Bm 329039), roccived two rounds sniper fire from

coordinates (BT 349090). Un L+2 two UH-34 helicopters extracted. .emer gency
medical evacuations from (BT 348077) On D43 two UH=34 aircraft shuttled
65 troops and logistical supp-.os from Battelion LSa to (BT 312094). Four
separate trips were made without eneém; Fharrqssmont. (n D+4 two UH-34's
carried resupplies from Bettalion LSA’tO (BT 290085) Two separate trips
were made. - The helicopters rec01ng 20 rounds of sniper fire from viecinity
(3T 285090). * in D+5 two UH-34's extracted an emergency USMC medical evacua-
tion- from (uT 290085) receiving.-30 rounds sniper fire from v1cln1ty (BT
1285090) and (BT 290100) . Onib+5 one HU-1D arrived at (2T 290085) wi th
Computation "5" and rece ived-four rounds sniper firc from (BT 285092). in
D+5 twe UH-34's. extracted 1,000 pounds of rice from coordinates (BT 290085).
The flight received 30 ruunds small erms fire from vieinity (BT 285091)

- On D+5 four CH-46 helicobters offecting extraction of the Command Group
and Company C at. cocrdlneth (T 293104) reccived five rounds sniper fire.
Two HU-1E's flyln& cower for. the. extrsctlﬂn fired 30 rounds 7. 62 in area
to suppress snlp er flrc. .

. . '

‘ (2) Fixed Winf*. FIV\, rQ - 10 missions were flown on U+4 and W45
¢n enemy targets as follows:s . S :

: ccation‘ , e . Qrdnance Exrnended '

" BT 258088 5 - Dolta - 1's
BT 263082 - .5 = Delta - 1's

‘BT 265084 . . 0 6 -uwelta -~ 1's
BT 270078 ' . 6 - velta - 1's
BT 274081 6 - Delta = 1's

(3) General, HLllCu ster support was excellent. -The landing zone
oh Ded and D+5 at oo rdlnﬂtcs (BT 290085i was not secure from sniper fire.
- However, it wes the unly L2 available. This LZ was located 50 meters fr.m
e wide unfordable river, and’ invariably helicopters received enemy sniper
- fire from the opposite side. & reguest was made to extract 1000 pounds of
rice from this location. When the helicopter began to extrzcet the rice, it
was u.neble to meéve for scveral minutes due to cnemy fire from across the
‘rlvbr.- .8lmm, Mﬁrtars were cmployed to essist in providing s seoure z;ne.

PaGL 3
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b. Artillery T

(1) Artillery Support. Cypereticn “SUTTER initially consisted
of Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 1lth Marines in direct support during D1,
D-Dey end D+l., On D#l, Battery L, 4th Battalion, 11th Marines became
the direct support bhattery for the Battalion. During the operation,
artillery support prcvided fires for observed missions and H&I missionss
A detailed breakdrwm follows:

‘ (a’j On D+1, an observed missicn was called on eight VC snipers
vicinity (BT 725103) firing on Company C. Nine rounds were fired by
Battery L. Tns coverege was good and the sniper fire ceased.

e (b) On D+2, Commoution, a Regconnaissance OP, fired on eight
VC walkirg south on trail at coordinates (BT 345074). Rounds were on
target, ‘however, no positive observaticn was made due to the heavy
vegetatsion, : ' '

L (c) On D+3, the Forward Observer with Company C fired on eight ®
VC ‘gnipers coordinates (BT 351076). Twenty-five rounds were fired by
Ba'ttery D with excellent coverage of target area as the enemy fire ceased.

. ~{a) On D+4, & Compatly C patrol was hit by sniper fire from
¢ coordinates (BT 286104 ). Four rcunds were requested, and subsequently
fired by Battery L, 4/11, However, snipers had broken contect and withe-
dravn prior to mission being fired, BRecon OP Bitteridge fired on twenty-
eight VC muving threugh the wocdline ccordinates (BT 259087 ). Sixteen
_ roumds were fired by 155 Guns (Btry L) with exccllent coverage of the
f. ayoes No positive surveillance available due to heavy vegetation.
dppreximately an hour later, Recon OP Bitteridge called e fire nissicn
- on thirty VC moving through coordinates (BT 261087). Twenty rounds were .
fired by 155 Guns. The mission had excellent target coverage with an
- ostimated twenty possible VC KIAs. This samc concentration was fired
again on 10 VC moving in the open. Battery L fired fourteen rounds ,
resulting in cne confirmed VC KIA. : .

(e) On D+5, threec rounds were firdd by Dattery L
possible onemy mortar pcsition at coordinates (BT 286087). The rounds
were cn target, however, reacticn time was very slow. A mission was
also fired for a patrol from Ccmpany C that was under sniper fire at
coordinates (BT 294072). Six rounds were fired by Battery L, with good
coverage. Sniper fire ceased. 4 total of five rounds were fired by
Battery L on snipers firing at helicopters as they attempted to land
at the Dattalion's pesition cocrdinates (BT 291G34)e Good coverage was
achicved resulting in eliminaticn of enemy sniper fire.

(£) During the operaticn approximately 50 H&I concentrations
were fired at points of enemy contact and ehemy escape routese Approx=
imately 150 rounds of 105 and 155 were fired on these concentrations.

On D+4, H&I's were reduced to e minimum due to the regimental requirements
for positive tergets and physical surveillance for H&I fires. It wes not
possible to conduct a surveillance of the plarmed H&I concentrations

because the Battalion could not ford the Scng Be Ky River to get i
the target arcas.

e ARy ——
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' (5) Listed below are the spproximate number of rounds and type
. of mlssa.ons fireds : : .

DECLASSIFIED

@I © 150 Rounds EaQ (105 & 155)

-Uhserved missions = 115 Ruun:ls IIEQ, H&NT & WP
i ‘ - S (105 & 155)

(h) In ¢ é{?c{i‘al the art:.llory support during the operatlon was
good. The reconnaissance inserts accounted for some of the best artiilery
cbservation. It is recommended that these inserts be used ih fature
operaticns. A re-evaluatiodn should be made of the H&I planning requirements
levied on a ground unit. In most instances, hard or fixed targets are nct
identified or logated and the current requirement is not practical, and often
not feasable. _ ,

‘ 7 Intelligence

a‘.‘ Estimate of VC strength, locafion,- and disposition in. the objec;tive

. area.

' - (1) Forces anticipated in the immediate objéctive arese
INIT JLOCATION STRENGTH " TACTICAL ‘DISPOSITION
NONE
PROBABLE
14th VG Co. BT 3211 50-100 Men Unlmown

’ 74th LF Co. BT 2608 75-125 Men o Unknown
706th Co. BT 3310 750125 Men Unknovm
V¢ Dist. HQ. - BT 3508 Unknown, = - » Unknown -
Rice Storage BT 345080 ' - - -

‘ VC Hospital BT 342090

(-,2) Throughout the month of November 1966, there have been several
Chieun Hoi and agent reports of the 74th, 14th and 706th Local Force Companies
located in the RAOR to the west of lst Battelion, 5th Marines TACR. On 22
November 1966 a squad leader of the 74th Local Force Company defected to an
ARYN outpost and the leader of the Econamic Cadre, Tam Ky District,defected
t0 the Tam Ky Distriot Headquarters. Initial :Lntelllgenoe 1n.formg,t10n was
furnished to this unit from thess Ralhers.

(3) Addltiona.l intelligence was- galned as a result of an aerial

- reconnaissance mission with the Chieu Hoi's pointing out loca.tlons from
the air of various’ VC pos:.tions and 1nstallat10ns. ‘ ‘

e
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(4) The objective of tuc o %irn was to fig. and destroy VO
units in the erea and expleit inform tici ¢hteined from the Chiecu Hod
Ralliors. :

bc. VC Strength and Situstion Actuallv Found As Operation was Conducted,

Throughsut the operation this unit was in light contact with the »nemy.
These contacts were mainly with local force guerrillas; however, onc Local
Force Company was in the area, evidenced by the fact that this unit received
one night probe characterized by 60mm mortar fire, 3 rounds, and heavy small
arme flre.

c. 'VC Uhita Tdentified. None
d. Significant Intelligence Gained.

(1) 4 psychological warfare center was discovered in the vieinity
_of coordlnates(BT 341088). Approximately 5,000 propeg anda leaflets were
captureds The type of propaganda leaflets captured have never been seen
in this area before. The text of these leaflets were printed on & prcss
and not a stencil machine,

. (2) A VC-official was killed, several décuments and messages were
on hlS porson. The full impact of this informetion has not been. learned
at this tlme.

(3) The objective areas were belng used by main force VC as re-
supply routes,

(4) It is believed that the cnemy fled across the Song Ba Ky River
in BT 2808. N @

(5) Tunnels and Caves. Many. small complexes capable -of holdlng
three or four people werc fcund. These were left unharmed as thoy appear- ‘
ed to be individual femily shelters. The entire psychological warfare
complex was destroyed with approximately 50 pounds of C-4.

Ce Terraan _ . ¢

(1) Critioal'Terrain Fgatures; '

Hill 410 BT 386035
Hill 302 BT 313109.

(2) Observation and Fields of Fire. The terrain in the area of
operation consisted primarily of ridge lines with narrow paddies in the
valleys. Most paddies worec in .oultivation, ‘ObVservation and fields of fire

wore limited due to meny hills, ridge lines, denos vegetation and hedge
TOWSe

_—
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‘ o ; , One major obstacle was shoountered = the Song
. Ba, Ky River 808, - o
(5) Aveﬁgés of Approach. Roads and trails in the aree are
excellent, many trails exist that do not appear on the map,

8, Migsiones To conduct search and destroy, operaticons in the RACR arca
west of the lst Battalion, 5th Marines TiORy in conjunction with forces
from the 6th Regiment, 2nd ARVN Division. '

”\:9. Ccricepg of @- graticn.

l (1) Phase I. On D-l' insert reccnnaissance elements, 1lst Recomnaissancce
, Battalion, by heliccpter to conduct ground surveillance of southeastern
‘ portion 6f operations area, move one reinforced rifle company (=) ‘overland
tc establish blooking position vieinity (BT 374051 ), move 1st. Battalion
5th Marines (-)(Rein) Command Group and two reinforced rifle companies
. (=) overland to vicinity (BT 328109) (See enclosure (1) ); commencing D-Day,
Command Group and two rifle companies conduct search and destroy operations
in sgught;a,sterly directicn to vicinity (BT 351077). (Ses enclosu.reaf.-(,l), (3)
and (4) ). | - T C

(2) Phase II, On D+3 move two ceampanics and Command Group by foot to
vicinity Objective 2 (BT 293103), and conduct ccordinated search and

destroy operaticns in a westerly and scuthwesterly direction in conjumction
with 6%h ARVN Regiment. Insert reccnnaissance.element on Hill 396, coordinate
(BT 238086 ) to conduct ground reconnaissance in western portion of the
operational erea. (See enclosures (5) and (6) J.

10, Execution

. &s D=1, 30. November 1966 o
N (1) 3015008 G_cmpa:‘rgy= K (-) commenced movement by .foot to vicinity
@ Grwosy. T T T e

1o ) (2) 3016008 Recon OP (Commotion) established at cocrdinates (BT
347065). s e o ‘ 3 S _ -

 (3) 301700H 1st Battalion, 5th Marines Command Group with Company
C (~) and Company D (=) commenced movement by foct o vicinity (BT 328109).

. . be - D-Day, 1 December 1966 o - e

(1) 010100H Company K (-) established night defensive positions
at (BT 376061), T . :

(2) 010300H Company C (=), and a Cormand Group with Compary D (=)
ostablished night defensive positio.s vioinity (BT 333104) and (BT 340108)
respectively. See Enclosure (1), Operations Overlay D-l. '

W e __
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OOE H~-Hour Phase I, Cemnany € (~) commenced sweep of

- -Objective "C" from vicinity (BT 3331 ;» Company D (-) and Commend Group
in blocking resition from (BT 332115} to (BT 333110)s’ Compeny K (=) in
blocking position from (BT 370051) tc (BT 380051). .

. (4) ©10800H Recon element (Cantilever) inserted &t (pT 389034)
to conduct ground surveillance of the southern portiqn of the objective

-, 8re8s - :

- (5) 010815H Company X squed secusity patrol entered hemlot
vicinity (BT 375056). . Found one M-l rifle, one M34l Sub-machine gun, one
certridge belt, one locally manufactured gwenade and oms M-l Magazine.pcuch
- containing miscellaneous first aid equipment in ¥ vacant house. Captuted
.; Weapons and equipment forwarded to 1lét Battalion, Stn Marines Se2,

R - 86) O10845H Company € search and destroy patrol vicinity .
. EBT.3271'10 -received '28 to 30 rounds autcmatic weapons fire from
BT 327107),.a distance of 300 meters southwest. Patrol returned- three
rounds M-79 and meneuvered to elimirate eremy sniper fires Patrol
‘Bustained 3 USMC WIA%*s, Enemy fled to southwest. Artillery mission
called on coordinates (BT 325105) with good coverage on target. Searche
ed arca with inccnelusive results. - -

' 37) 010920H- Company C (=) secursed Objective "C" coordinates
(3T 330110), . - . P

S ~ (8) 011200H Company D (-) departed fram blocking position and
. cammenced sweep toward Objective "D",: . .- . » BT

(9) 011330H Cempeny D Combast patrol spotted five VG wea.rin.§
Black pajamas and cartridge belts rum south from house at (BT 337100 )
Patrol initieted action firing 30 rowunds 7.62 end 1 round M-79 at
distance of 150 meters. Patrol obsexved five VC falling, howover,
subsequent search of area revealed omly one VC who leter died of wounds.
Four VC WL4 Probable. - Further search found oné tunnel (25 by 5 by 5 feet).
with one cartridge belt and onc M=26 . grenade bocby trapped with trip
reloase device. Tunnel and booby trapped grenade destroyede 4 search
of the house VC ran from resulted in the ‘capture of the following .,
weapcons end equipment: One Russian earbine, two French carbines, one
cartridge belt, and 30 rcunds of 7.8 emmunition. One female VCS was
‘apprehended in' the house and sent to XTT. The captured weapons and .
equirment were forwarded to lst Battalion; 5th Marines S=2, '

(10) 011335H Company K departed from blocking position vieinity
(BT 375051) and commenced move to secuxe Objective "E.

' (ll) 011600H Coxﬁpany K secured Objective "E" at coordinates
(BT 367065) with negative enemy contacts .
- . (12) C11800H A11 units eatablished night defensive positions.
Refer to Enclosure (2), Operation Overlay D=Day. S ‘

ey
PN
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1)+'|- DlDecem‘p&' 1966

(1) 020919H Recon 01 (Cunl Llcn) luceted at (BT 345065) spotted
three VC with weapons at (BT 352078 ) moving in eastern direction, Onae
VC wore gray clothing and two wore dark clothinge No fire mission call~
_ ed due to close proximity of friendly troops. . =

(2) 021000 Company D squad ccmbat . patrol at (BT 340096) found
six VC wearing black pajamas in harbor site eating chow. When VC
attempted to run, patrol fired 25 rounds T.62,and one M=T9 round resulting
in five VC KIA and one VC WILL Probables. Patrol captured one M-l French
carbine, one pack and miscellaneous documents y 811 fomarded to 1s%
Battallon, 5th Ma.rines Sw2, :

(3) 021145H Company © patrol at (BT 339089) rece:wed 100 rounds
. emall arms fire and twe rifle grenades from (BT 341099) The company
' returned 300 rounds T.62, 10 rounds M-79, and o
10 reunds 60mm mortar as enemy fled to the southeast, Search of area
subsequently uncovered a VC psychologicel operations center with 5000
propeganda leaflets, appealing directly to Americams,’ KMC and ARVN. Also
disccvered were mixed items of clothing, three steel bear traps, two
carbine megazines, weapons cleaning- gear and cne decument perteining
to & VC Farmers association, dated 18 October 1966. Results of fire
fights 4 USMC WIA, medically evacuated to 1lst Med:.cal Bettalion,.

(4) 0z1200H Compr:my K at v:.clnlty (BT 367065) released to return
OPCON 3rd Dattalion, 5th Marines,

(5) 021315H Recon OP (Commotion) at (BT 347065) spotted twelve
VC wearing ralncapos and short khaki trcusers with rifles and packs at
(BT 347075)s  The VC turned south off trail when artillery mission was
called. R ' | o

. (6) 02153CH Company C platoon combat patrol discovered a hamlet
of fifteen huts made of new matorials at (BT 341087) two tunnels (30 by
.~ 5 by 5 feet) and newly dug bomb shelters surrounded by fighting holes.
Patrol searched the aree and found miscellanecus documents, VC school
bocks, and tax receipts. Captured one VOS who indicated the immediate
area wes & VC Company CP and Barracks locat:.on. ves sent 0. ITTs

(7) 02133052 .u.ll u.n:.ts esta‘bln.shed night defens:.ve pos;.tions.
See Enclosure (3), Operation Overlaw D+1. -

“de D¥2, 3 December 1966, .
(1) 03100CH Two tunnels reported 021530H were deétro"yed".’ N

(2) 031100H H&S Company combat patrol at (BT 343084)-dlsocvered
two VC in brush adjacent to trail wearing short gray trousers, When VO
tried to run, patrcl fired. three rounds 7.62 emmunition resulting in two |
VC KIA at a distance of 50:meterse. One .45 cal pistol, with holster, belt,
two magazines, and 14 rounds of amm\mltlon were found on one of the KIi's
and forwarded to ls‘c Battalion, 5th Marlnes 8-2. VC XIi wearing the
plstol belleved to’ be VC official. :

P .
-~ i

- C - . . wPay Wt

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
' (3);5311153 Company D combat patrol at (BT 342084) found two

booby trapped M~79 rounds with a triszger housing group of an Ml rifle
used a3 a datonater. Bouby trep was destroyed in place.

(4) O31200H Company c combat patrol at (BT 346081) received one
" round of sniper fire from one VC from & distance of 150 meters, Patrol
returned five rounds 7.62 and pursued sn:.per. Patrol found heavy blood
spots and one largs pack et (BT 347079)s One VC WI4 Probable.

(5) 031300H Cempany ‘C combat patrol at (BT 348078) received 15
~ rounds sm.per fire from estimated six VC at a ranges of 200 meters. Patrol
returned fire with §C rounds 7.62, 10 rounds 60mm mortar ~ and called
a::tillery missicn with good coverage on target. Patrcol searched area with
inconclusive results. One USMC wm medica.lly .eva.cuated to lst Medical
Battallon. o . .

“(8) 051610H Recon OP (Commotlon) epotted four VC moving down
trail. in pairs at (BT 349069). VC dressed in black shirts, shorts
trousers, soft hats and no shoes. Patrol initiated action »%.a digtatc, .
. T5 meters resulting in threé VC KIi and one VC WIi who died of wounds
&t C40610H. Patrol captured two CHICQM rifles; one French MaiS-36, and
one hand grenade of unknown type. Cap‘bured weapons’ ,forwa.rd_ed to 1st
: Reconnaissa.nce Battal:.on S=Be - o ‘

(7) 03170CH 411 units osteblished night p081t10ns at (BT 347077 )s
. Refer to Enclosure (4), Operatlon Overley, D+2.

D+3, 4 December 1966

(1) 040800H Battalion Comma.nd Group and Gompa.n:.es CadDd

d.epa.r:ted night defensive positions end commenced movement to Objective
2, Phase II. .

- {2) 04C805H Recon 0P (Bit*bamdge) :mserted by hehcopter onto
- Bi11 396 coordinates (BT 238086). | ¢

: (3) C4C830H Reccn OP (Commotmn) extracted by helloopter from
cocrdinates (BT 350070). o

84) O4l§OOH Resupply and 1nsertlcn of Battalion Reserve (two
pla.tocns by helicopter completed at- cocrdinates (BT 312096).

(5) 041745H Cempany C combat patrol at (BT 290104) received four
rounds small arms fire from three VC in kheki. clothes frcm distance of
400 meters. Patrol returned fire with 20 rounds 7.62 and one round M=79.
Searched area and apprehended cne VCS, VCS forwarded to 9th ITT.

(6) C41800H Obaectlve 2 secured. _

(7) 041820H Establlshed nlght pesitions at (BT 291105) Refer
to Enclosure (5), Operation Overlay, D+3.

_ _ (8) 04193cE Compan,y C squad reconnaissance patrol. at (BT 295103)
. - - _tripped booby trap device of unknown description resulsi
.. explosion ww]) no shrapnel effect.

‘.. ) PiGE 10+
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‘4, S‘December 1965 ' o
(1) fe 50430& 411 unlto oL onoud movement to Ob,]ective 3.
(2) os50c8C0HE Obgectlve 3 secured.

- (3) 05092§!!Patrol at (BT 291103) received 40 rounds small arms
sniper fire frem four VO viecinity (BT 287104 ) Patrol returned 50
rounds T.62,. Called artillery mission with good coverage on targete Ve
fled southweate Patrol searched. area with inconclusive resulis.

. (4) ©50940H Company C ccmbat patrol at (BT 291081) spotted three
© VC on trail wearing black pajamese. One V€ had a weapome Fatrol opened
fire at 300 meters firing 10 rounds T.62, one round M~79+ VC fled south
as the patrol gave chase and captured one-female VCC, one M-1 rlfle,
cne ¢lip +30 -caliber ammunition (ezght rounds) and -one bag of rices
VCC forwarded tc ITT and captured weapoms end equlpment sent to
lst Battalion, Sth Merines &=2 .

. ., 4

{5) 050940H Recon OP (Bisteridge) on Hill 396 (BT 238086) spotted
28 VC, all armed with weapons amd wearing black pejemas,nowing west on

trail at (BT 259087). 4rtillery mission called w:.th good coverage on
target area. VC fled scuth into tree line. _ . :

(6):05102@H Recon OF (Bltterzdge)ron-ﬂili'396fspotted'30 Ve
moving east on trail at (BT'262086)§ Lppeared to.be same group as -ih
050940H repcrt. Artillery mission called. A4gain VC fled south into
tree line. 40 made surveillance on both target area reporting mcon-
clusive s:.ghtlngs. Est:unate 20 VC KIA Poss:.ble. : .

(7) 051130H Company D squad socurity patrol 8t (BT 291084)
a.pprehended cne VCS with knowledge of VC activity in the arez. Fou.nd
bamboc signalling device and one small bear trap in his house. VCS-
. . forwarded to ITT, and captured equipment forwarded to lst Battalion,

Sth Marmes S-2.

(8) 051245H Compa.ny D combat patrol a.'btempted tc ford Song Ba
Ky RlVer at (BT 290¢087). Of the four men who attempted to cwoss at
this fording site, only one was succeasfuls The current of the river
at this site was estimated to be approximately 20 to 25 knots, average
depth 6 to 8 feed with sandy bottom prohibiting sure footing. 4 Chieu
Hoi who was familiar with thé area stated that this was the best
fording site in the ares &nd that the VC used boats tc cross the river.

. Patrol searched area but were unable to find .boats.. One M-14

rifle and one M-14 magaz:me with. 2C rounds Te62 ammunltlcn were lost in
.therlver. . T e

(9) 0515(‘5H Resupply hel:.copter at (BT 291084) received six to
eight rounds small arms fire from ridge line vicinity (BT 284087 Jo ‘
Returned four rounds 8lmm mortar. Unable to search due.tc river barrier.

PAGE 11
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| (10) 051600E Recon OP (Bitte.:iige) at (BT 258086) observed ten -
VC running south from treeline into v.il.sge at (BT 257084). VC wore

black and white pajamas and carried packs and weapons. ' Artillery mission
called with good coverage on target. Cne VG KIA confirmed. .

(11) 051615)13econ op (Gantllever) extracted by helicopter from
,vlcinity (BT 388035).

(12) 051730H All units- establlshed nlght positlons at’ (BT 291084).
" Refer to Enclosure (6), Operations Overla,y, D44 ~

~ {13) 051945H Company C squad security patrol spotted three VC
"with woapons moving into river at (BT 295072). -VC initiated action with
" ten rownds automatic weapons fire. Patrol réturned 80 rounds 7.62 and
threw two M-26 grenades into river. Patrol searched area but was unable to
find bodies. Threc VC WIa Probable. Apprehendcd two VCS in the area who
voluntecred information on VC activity in the aree. ITT released the VC
suspects after interrogatim. . ‘ '

ge D+5, 6 December 1966.

‘ (l) 06023OH H&S Gompany at (B’I‘ 291084) rece:.ved three rounds of
incoming 60mn mcrtar rounds and 40 rounds small arms fire from (BT 287084)
& distance of approximstely 500 metars.: Returned fire with three rounds
8lmm morter, ten rounds T+62 and called. amtlllcry mission.: Morter attack
resulted in three UsMC WIA., not med:.ca.lly evacuated. : :

(2) 060700H Company C platconcombat patrol e,t (BT 292076) recelved
five rounds small arms fire from snipars at (BT 292074), a range of 200
meters. Patrol returned two 3.5 Rocket Launcher rounds {shite phosphorous), .
and ‘100 rounds 7.62 ammunition. Artlllery mission. -called with good )
coverage of target area. Unable to search due to river barrier. Action
resulted in thres USMC WIA medically evacuated to 1st Mechca.l Battal ion. .

3

(3) 061050H The caretaker of the Vietnamese Caxhollc Church at

(BT 291084) requested USI"C extra.ct rice cache oontalnlng about 1000 pounds
of rices - i o

(4) 061500H Company D commenccd movement by foot from Obaectlvo

3 (BT“291084) out of the'Phase II operatinal area IAW Commandmg Offlcer
© 7th Marines verba.l order 051000 Decembor 1966. . : ,

- (5) 061615H Rnce evacuatlon by hellcopter completed w1th approxlmate—
1y 1000 pounds of rice (not of USAID dources) extracted. During evacuation
. helicopters at (BT 291084) rcceived 20 to 25 rounds small arms fire from
snipers across river vicinity (BT 288084). H&S Company security returned
60 rounds 7.62, and celled artillery mission. Patrol was unable to search

due 10 river barricr.: Actlon resulted :.n ong. USMC WIA, nok medlcally evacuat-
Gd.

. (6) 0617OOH Battallon Gommand Group and Company ¢ R
extract:.on fr g coordinates (BT 291105)

PAGE 12
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7) O61TLTH Company C at LZ rcccived approximately ten rounds A
sniper fire frovm vicinity of (BT 2951 %, ¢ distance of 500 meters. Company
C returned 50 rounds T.62 ip direction from which sniper fire came, 4irea
not searched due to helicopter extraction. Action resulted in one USMC

WIA who was medically aic.uated by hellcOptec to lst Medlca.l Battalion.
USMC was DOW upon arriv _

(8) 061750H Hellcopta: extracticn of Comnand er.up a,nd Company
C to Hill 54 (BT 397146) completed.

(9) 061815H Operaticn SUTTER termmatcd on czcdcr of Commanding
Officer, 7th Marines. -

‘, 1ll. Results

a. Parsonnel

. (1) Enemy

R (2) VO KIa o130
o E\bg'vom' éPossibl,eg “ 200 \
o - (e) VC WIa (Probable) 9 ;
ﬁd) vee o 1
e) VS : 4

(2) Fnencuy (USMC)

(a) KIh
(b) »Dow s

R:L.fle, Meg 0 T3 Propsganda Leafldtst T 7 *5,000
~“Sub=-Machite Gun, M}A.‘L “1. Bear Traps, Stcel !
Carbine, MasS 36 French '4:,,'_ .VC Schocl Books - . . ... _4
.. Rif¥e, ‘CHEGOM = - 727 V6 Tax Regeipts © - 0 7 ey
VAT Bigtoly UeSh, Cal 45 -1 Pistal Bolt - 1
“ __Qc;'trldgo Belt 2  Pistol Holstor: - 1
i LPack 4 ° Magezinos, 45 Cal. _ 2
Box hssorted Documents. 1  Magezines, Carbine-- - - 2
N Weapons ‘Cleaning Gear Admunition, 7.62 rds - 30
.. Mixed Clothing -~ - = = Jwmmunition, 45 Cal..xds - 14
SR , S ammunition,. «30 Cal. rds -8
e Rice.(Non-USAID) - pounds 1,000
(S ;
PAGE 13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

N\z‘ SR ¢ o : S e -

: Dostooy: N
Tunnol 25' X 5' K 5 o
. Booby Trapped Grensde (Unk type) B
" Extensive Tunnel drea and Psy-Ops Center . 1.
Huts, Small Barracks Type - 15
Tunnels 30' X 5! X 5! . 2
Grenades (Unk 'ﬁype s loce.lly fabrlceted)w 2
' 4 Lost
M-14 Rifle - 1 .
M-14 Magazine w/20 rounds 7.62 1

Ce Search of iir Strike uireas.

. The five TPG-10 missions executed on D+4 and D+5 were not

seerched by ground ferces due to the river barrier formed by the Sqng Ba
Ky River in BT 2808&. (Reference paragrapbs 6.8e{2) and lO.of. (10) abeve).

12. Administration Matters

+

as Supply end Logistics. During the- executlon of Operatlon SUTTER
a local LS4 was established at the Battalion Combat Base (BT 397145), and
operated by a Helicopter Support Team. from Company C, lat Shore Party
Battalion. Tirough employment of the HST's attached to the units in the
field, all rasupply requests were preoessed on the HST ra.dlo néts from the
operational area to the LSAJ This aided the: ‘Battalion® in thé accomplishment
of the missjion, and no problems ware. ancountéred in process:mg or meeting
the demandis from units in the field. Normal arms and' equipment, plus a basic
allowence: of ammunition were carried by oottcd unlts. Resupply was
effected based on requlred replacements. .

b, Treatment of Casualties » Bracuation and Hospitelization. Initial
tréatiment of casualties was accomplished by the Battalion Surgeon and unit
corpsmane Those individuals requiring evacuation were processed through

, HST channels to lst Medical Battalion. Despite the inclement weather that

was characteristic during the Oparation, all casualties were evacuated at
“he earliest time possible.

ce Communications. - The primary means of communication during

Operation SUTTER was A.N/PRC 25. This radio proved to be a yery rcliable
except when heaty cloud covers persisted or when mountainous terrain
separated communicants. When these conditions existed, the Battalion
relied on a manual radio relay located on Hill 194 (BT 377102) to relay
mossages to higher Headquarters, The AN/PRC 47 functiomed poorly because.

.. of the torrentialiins and heavy cloud cover that existed throughout most

§ ofgthe oparation.” The AN/ERC 41 perfarmed in an outstending manner through- -

. out the operation. At no time did the Battalion fail to have adequate

;. communications to eid in controlling subordinate units end in meeting the

PAGn. 14 ‘ s
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_— Ay
- requirements cstablishel by hlg o I ootarse The following communica-
tions equipment was usecd: T :
27 AN/PRC 25 - - 3 Ta=l
. 3 AN/PRC 41 : 1 Th-312
1 AN/ERC 47 -

d._ Medice Evacuatnn. The poor veather conditions, resulting in an
over=-exposure to water, caused minor medical difficulties. Immersion foot
and locch bites were the major causes of non-battle casualties. Through
vigorous leadership and supervision this problem’ dld not prcclude the

‘ -Battalion's execution of assigned missionse = -

1%, Speciel Bouipment and Technlgues ‘

Lo

e, Four (1) scout dogs were included in the Task Organlzatlons, and
slthough their employment had been productive on past operations, their
effectiveness on: Operation SUTTER was marginal. The constant over-exposure
to weter caused their foot pads to become tender. 4dditionally, lecch bites
were a cause of “irritation and infection. .

bs The Combat Photographer (ISO Team) cncountored difficulty in keeping
his equipment dry, thareby precluding utilization of this asset to the
‘maximum extent possible.

14, Commanderts analysis

8¢ Lessons Learned.

(1) The value of utilizing the assets of the Helicopter Support Teams

for Shore Party Battalion was vividly demonstrated during Operation SUTTER. .
. Their control of resupply and medical evacuation requircments were executed /
with dispatch a2nd maximum efficiencye.

(2) During the monsoon season ropes arc mendatory as part of the
normal equipment carried by ground units. Throughout the ccenduct of Operation

SUITER this item of equipment was used rgpeatedly to aid in cross:mg rivers
and flooded rice fields,

-

(3) In view of the cnemy situastion, local force and guerrilla elements,
the Battalion employed a saturation mcbhod cf covering the operational arca.
This disposition resulted in achieving greater flexibility, better area
coverage, and the denial of frcedom of actim for the cnemy.

be. DPsychological Werfere. The following psychological warfere projects
woare executed .in conjunction with Operation SUTTER:

(1) 40,000 Chicu Hoi leaflets ware dropped in the arca of operation.

(2) 40,000 leaflets offering monetary swerds to persons who locate
Ve minesmoby traps for USMC personnel,

PAGE 15 - o
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To date,. the psychologicel werfare cfferts has resulted in six (6) Chieu
Hoi Ralliers turning themselves in at J;- fin District Headguarters.

S

c. The non-combatant populace were passive in their relations with the
battalion. 4n attempt was made to effecct relocation of refugees who might
be interested in seeking sanctuaryis However, it appears that all GVN
sympathizers had previously left the area, and only V:.et Cong influenced
inhsbitants remained. .

15. Recommendetions.

a. That scout dog teams be employed on short patrol missions dui*ing the .
monsoon seascnh. ‘

be That the intelligence gained be explo:.tecl by future combat operations .

in the SUTTER area.

Po Lc HILG& NJR
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© R OFFICIAL USE O\L. .}.st Batbalion, Sth o inen

et
CET LAY

221600H Decembay 1966
Bn FRAG ORDER 15-66
Refs (&) Map RVN 1£50,000, Sheet 67391V of Series L 7014
(b) BnO 330001 Rules of Engagement
(¢) BnO 2000014 Communications SOR
Time Zones H

ls SITUATION

(1) Elements of the A<l4th LF Cos AKA 706th LF Co, operate in the objective
sres and gre armed with automatic weapons and bhave 60mm mortar capabllity.

bo Friendly Forces
(1) Tth Merines contimies defense of assigned TAOR.
{2) %rdBn, 5thMax defends within assigned TAOR.
(3) Artillery
(a) 2ndBn (=), llthMar direct support to 5th Marines.

(b) Elements of 4thBn {=), llthMar and 155 Guns general suppors,
reinfor cing,

(4) Adx. 1st MAW provides helicopter and fixed wing aupport as requested.

° -

(1) Det, HqPn, 1sthaxDiv

(2) Dmgéﬁqc% 5thller
{3) Det, letEngBn
(4) Det, SRVN Interpreter Tm
(5) FO Tm, Btry D, 2vdBrn, 11ltkMar
(6) Det, HZS Co, 1stBn, SthMax
{a) Det, Mad P1t
(b) Det, Comm P1l%
(o) TaCP
FOR OFFLCIAL USE ONLY
TAR-B
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2, 1ds3I0N

Po conduct search and ‘destroy operation in the sres of Op&m&ti@:ﬂ&;
3o " EXECUTLON

(1) Commencing at LeHowr on De=Day land in predesignated. LZ vicinity
BT 356071 and conduct search and destroy operation with emphasis on locating
V(¢ hogpital, rice storage, and harbor sites vicinity ceordinates BT 351071,
349080 and 358078 '

°
. Co H&S C@QI

(1) Insert one Squad (Rein) manual radioc relay at coordinates BI' 383104
at L=Houre

{2) Commence movement overland to Bn TAOR at Li9o

do Company D

(1) Provids one platoon (Rein) on 30 mimute standby %o reinfarce Company
C on order. '

8. Coordinsting Ipstrugtions
(1) AX1 attachments effective 2818C0H Dectbo.
. (2) All personnel wear helmets and upper body armor.
. (3) Comply with reference (b).
(4) D=Day 2§ December 1966,
(5) LeHour OT30H
(6) Lz Prep Fires commence 1=30 mimtes anml sease Lw-10 minutes.
(7) Termihation of operation on order of (0, 1stBn, fithMar,

PCGr. OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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-

4o ADIANISTRLZLON AID LOGISTLCS
8 Carry 3 MCI per individual.
bo Carry BA ammunition.

) t

Go Carry Rope for stream crossing.
50 COMMAND AMD OOMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS
8. Command
(1) Reports to the (0, lstBa, SthMer will be made sn follous:

() Hourly progress reports.

(v) Spot Reports as occuring.

bo  Commurdeations o B

(1) Effect radio silence until E-Hour.
{2) Ses reference {c)o

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR EILGARTNER

.
P2

i
Majory, U. 3, Marine Compe v
. ' Exemutire Officer '
) ANNEX s
‘ « Operation Overlay
DISTRIBUTTONs 7ohMar (2)
5tbMar (2 g
e (@
lithMar (1) ‘ j;
lstEngBn (1) :
3pdBn, §thMar (x)
File (1) ;
. H

e

POR OFFICIAL USE COHLY
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LERER  A{Operation Overlay) to frag Order 15-86

Refs Map RVN 1350,0003 AKS Series L7014, Sheet 67391V

Time Zone:

DISTRYBULICN ¢

H

37

2

05

BY COMMAND OF MAJOE IILGARTNER

/3’5%/ ’”"”’;
it

Pt
MejJoxr, Uo &, Ygrine Gorps
Exooative Oificar

Jee Distribution List

FOR OFFLCIAL USE QLY
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“¥FOR OFFICIAL USB ONLY . 1st Battullon, 5th Marine
¥ CHU L/I RVN
_ 29 December 1966

Bn Prag Crder 16-66

Ref: (a) Map RVH 1350,000 Sheet 67391V of Scries L7014
(b) BnO 3300.1 Rules of EZnsazement
(¢) BnG 2000.11B Comrmnicztions SCP

Time Zone: H

l. BSITULTION

2. Zneny Iorces

(=

(1) #lements of the L-14th LF Co and 706th LF Co operate in the objective
‘ea and are arned with automatic weapons and hove 60mm mortar capability.

b. Fricndly Forces

‘ (1) 7th Marines contimues defense of nssigned THUR.
(2) 3rdBn, Sthlar Defends within assigned TAOR.
(3) artillery .
(2) 2nd3n (-), 1lthMar direct support of 5th Morines

(v) floments of the 4thBn (-), 1ltkMer snd 155 Guns general support/

reinforecing.
(4) Lir lst MaW provides helicopter and fixed wing support as requested
. Ce éj;_t_aobmeqts iand D-efgchments
. “ (1) Det, HqBn, 1stMerDiv.

(2) Det, Hqlo, SthMar

(3) Det, lstanzBn

(4) Det, JAVN.Interpreter Tam

(5) FO T, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thdar

(6) Det, H3 Pys Warfere Tn

(7) Det, H&S Co, lstBn, Sthiinr
(2) Det, Med PLt
(b) Det, Corm Plt

( c) TalP

TAR-C
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2., MISSION i

To conduct scarch and destroy or . . , - of operations.
3. EXEBCUTION

ae Concept of Operation

b. LCompany € (Rei

(1) Commencing at L-Hour on D-Day land in predesignated L% and condw t
search and destroy operations in objcective ares to uncover possible VO ammo caches.

(2) Commence movement overland to Bn TuOR at H+10,
. c. H&S Company

. ' (1) Insert one Squad (Rein) mamal radio ralay et coordinotes BT 383104
at L-Hour. . '

d., Compony D

(1) Provide onc platoon. (Rein) on 30 minute standby to reinforce Company C
on order. )

e» Coordinstins Instructions
(1) s11 attnchoonts effective 281500H Decbb
(2) 411 persomel wear helmets and upper body arior.

(3) Comply with reference (b).

(4) D-Day 29 Decembear 1966

(5) L-Hour O730H
(6) LZ Prep Fires L-25 nin to L-5 nin,
(7) Termination of oper:tion on order of €0, lsiBn, SthlMar.

4, LDMINISTR.LTION LiD LOGISTICS

a,» Cerry 3 MCI per indivudual
by Carry B.Li amrunition
¢« Carry Rope for strean crossing '

5. COMMAND .00 COMMUNICGATICNS AWD SLICTRONICS

a., Comnend
a., Hourly progress rcoporis

bs, Spot reports as occurring.
2
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(1) Effcot radio silence until HE-Hour.

(2) Sce reference (c).

BY COMMaID OF MaJOR HILGLRTNER

)
2

oA i
De S PLCKETY
Mpjor, U. 8. Marine Corps

. : Execoutive Gfficer

ANNEX 8
,— Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: 7thMar (2)
5thMar %23
Co ¢ (1
1lthiar (1)
1stinzBn (1)
3rdBn, SthMar (1)
File (1)
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