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PART 1T

HARRSTIVE S

LARY

] h of ﬁ&rﬂh was 2 yeriod of change for lgt Batialion, 5th Marines.
It wes o nonth of transiticn from old femilisr areas of operstion Lo 2 new
terrain imandsted with civilian population. The Battalion received ordems to
wove from The Arizens Territory teo the Southern Sector Defense “onmanﬁ near

Nang City =nd assume responsibilit- of the Division Heserve. The Battalion
had to meke 28justments from operating as a seperate conbat vnit in the Ari-
zona to working the unfamilisr, mostly pacified, srea of the 8l Operating
with and around friendly Vietnamese weople ultimately proved a rich and

rewarding experience.
The month of March started out with the Battalion leeving the Lr' Aeser:)
ong company at a time until the Batialion had transplaced to the Southern
ector Defense Commend. Two companies were located at the Dai Lg Pass Coane
onment, one company st Hill 34, and one company and HAS Comvany occunying
the former Pank Babtselion Commend Post.
On 28 Februsry Cherlie Dompeany preceded the Bﬁt+a¢uon moving from the
arizona to An Hoa and then to the 350C as the advanc B
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Cn the lst of lizxch Charlie Comveany made the move to Hill 34. The com-
pany became OPCCY to 4th Battalion, 11th Marines for several days swaiting
the arrival of the Batitelion CF. The company had the task of taking over the
defense of Cobb Bridge and Cau Do Bridge. 3Bridge defense wes just one of
the new Jobs the Battslion would become femiliar with in its new AD.

. While Charlie Company was making the move ovut of in Hoa, Bravo Commany
moved from %he Arizona inte An Hoe, collected =211 its equipnment and perscn-

nel and then moved to the 93DC on 3 Marche

Alpha Com* sny remained gt work in the Arizons providing OF security.
The 3rd “lmtoon was making a patrol with CIT personnel snd a scout dog tean
when three VC/iVi were spotted in a hootch. The patrol shouted for them to
come out, the three eneny fled out the wear of the hootch gn
Their bedies wewve searched uncovering documents, a medical bag, 224 50 1lbhs.
of rice.

Later the same morning 16 V3 bodies were fo U”d gcattered in thick brush
and ftrees north of Focthbell Island. The caus £ death was from an air strike
that had heen Tun iwo weeks eariier in sup ort ol BravovCommany. The gir

oL

strike had heen very wide of T
noved on without checking out tne ares
trol route

AT £¢vﬂ* light on the morning of the 3»d HES Company snd the CF group
moved into 4n Hoae The next morning the heli-lift commenced to occuny lst

biective area snd the platcon
s 1t was not along the intended va—

ﬁa“k uutt lion CP in the Southern Sector Defense Comman Alvha Compeny mov=
ed wom the Arizons to Plm Loc (6) +0 guard Liberty Prld and the "Hew Life

Pmﬁﬁﬂ.‘hecwmmewmweOMmu the 2nd Battalion, S5th Marines for the
two days it renzined at Liberty Brliﬂe.

Cn the 4th of ligrch, H&S Company and the CF group moved to lst Tank Be-
ttalion and Delta Compary prepared to move to An Hea from the Hot Dog area.

2~1
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Heliconters were unable 1o exirsct Delta Company because of commiitments so
Deltas Cormany spent one nore night in the *ri:on?. The company moved into
An Hoa on 5 Farch and the following dey was heli-lifted intc Dai Lo Passa
On the 6th Algha Comnoqr was relieved from its defensive nositions gb Phu
Loe (6) end flew %o Dai L= Pass. The Babtalion was at last reformed in the
new AC and agﬂumed resnonsibility of $3DC,

Day =nd night activities were sSent oubt as normal it new problems in
GOOr@lﬂEtLOﬂ croses dot only were there Merines in the area to coordingte
with, btul many varied Vietnamese units. There were nagny hesvily populated
hamlets and villages, easch with z Pooular Forces unit to defend it. The
sctivities of these units had to be sccounted for and meticulous care teken
not to nave lMarine activities overlap. In all, six Cii's, one CUPP, one
CACO, one District Hesdquarters, two infentry battaliong, one Marine Regi-
ment, N3DC, and Headquarters Battalion operated within or adjacent to the
expanded S9DC AC.

In keeping with the Battalion's mission of Division Reserve the Pacifier
Operstion was formulated. It contzined an airborne assault company construc-
ted from four flights of three 17 man heliteams each. The dedicated air-
craft vackage consists of the following:

No. Type Mission
1 TH1E Command and control
2 OV~10 Fac(4a)
o 3 CH-46 Troop transport
2 F-4H LI Prep
2 F=qH CAP
4 Cobra's Helicorpter Security

The operztions are capable of bLeing constituted on 10 minutes notice
and aircraft are standing by to launch within 1% minutes notice. This pac-
kage ig available 24 hours a day as a reaction force znd to enable the Come-
nanding General to react to any target of oprortuniiy.

The first three operstions were used primarily as trqinjng exercises
and resulted in no enemy contact because of the very lov threat targets in-
volved. Delts fompany conducted the operations in Sherwood Forest, western
Go Mei Islard, and southern Dodge City.

The coperstions generally went spmootbly wut pointed out some areas of
coordination that needed to be improved., Trcops needed tc become moxe famil-
iar with helicopter operations, rapid direction orientation, and a few minor
problens with supporiing arms coordination were encountered.

Although most of the sctivity in the Battalion seemed to be with Delta
Company and the Pacifier Operszhions, the rest of the Battelion remained ac-
tive. At the CP a training schedvle was organized and smgmented on the 1l4th
of Harchs One platoon a week continusglly goes through the refresher progranm
mzking optimum utilization of the Division Bchools ¥obile Training Team.

2m2 ESCLCSURE (1)
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any continually worked the centrsl part and 4lpha Company

T Thern area of the S3DC with day and night activities. H&S Cowpany
provided CF security. Charlie Ccompany positioned one platoor at each of the
two bridges and the thixd platoon was put at Hill 34 to provide perimeter
securitye.

The first productive Pacifier Operstion to be conducted starbted on 24
March. Delta Company was placed in a Hot Pad stabus early in the morninge.
The 3rd Flatoon of Delta Company wes lifted out of Dai La Pass 1LZ at 0935H.
The platoon landed south of the Hot Dog after preping a treeline Lo the soudh
with on=hoard (V-10 and AH-1G ordnance. The plabtoon swent south with nega~
tive vesulte. At 1024H the 2nd Platoon wes ingerted further to the south
and swept soutihwest with negetive results also. The 3xd Fletcon was extrac-
ted and while enroute to Dai La Pass a Recon elenent on Hi
several enemy near Dal Khong {7)s The trmnsports were nut i
tern while the helicopter and Pacifier Commander Airborne
vestigated the arsa.

After Cobra gunships preped an LZ 200 meters to the north of the report-
ed nosition, the 3rd Flabcon was landed immediately taking spnll arme fire

¥
a holding pab-
w_C;a sy POCLA)) in-

fron = 4ree line. The unit a geresgively assanlted the tree line to the south
with small arms and ¥79's. The fire chaged 10-12 KY4A out of the area Into

the rice peddies. 3rd Platoon established z base of fire to heold the enenmy
dowmn while Cobra gunships fired crgenic wespons szt the pinned down enemy.
The platcon swept the sres while the UH1E C mmand ai“craft marked position
of dead =218 wournded enemy wwith yellow smokes 2nd Plztcon had mesnwhile been
inserted to the enermy's €astern flank to precln de their escape into a tree

. line. PMive IVA were killed, five YUW's were captured, two iH-~4T's znd nume
evous CUhiloms, nacks, snd equipment were tanep, Adr overstions snd ccordie-
nation with ”rnund units were excellent for this owmerciion.

Bravo Company at 2000E on the night of the 24%th had one of its @‘cﬁt

activities moving inbo an ambush sxkgt, Before resgching their nosg

Sy

”

VC orvened up with snall arms fire, The fire teanm returned fire with 8
hitding one VO in ‘the cheste. The ?ﬂdj wasa'lt found until the next days. Une
I

flarine was nedevaced with a2 ninor flesh wound from +the contact.

The 26th of Mexch a Pacifier Cperation was conducted on Football Is-
nds. AC on stabion conducted artillery and zir prep with good coverss

letoon Deltz Company landed and received omell syme fire from the btree
nes to the northesst and south. The plabcon sssenlted to the south while
gunships and air strikes were called in on seversl fleeing enemy to the northe-
easte 2nd Platcon was then inserted into the eobjective zres snd swent the
hill the enemy had been seen fleeing from. One VO was seen throwing his veaw
vpon into extremely thick brush, asnd was chased douwn oud k*lleé. After Cobra
gunbhips worked the area it was swept by 2nd Platoon. Two(2) VA KIA's were

t east along 2 sznd bar. &w&lc¢M fire was recelved
ed in on seven §:3 sighted NVA fleeing 800 meters to

ng darkness %rd snd 4th Flotoons were inserte
t te conduct anlby uobes throughout Foothall Tsland.

and @uns}' were call
the west. Due Ho pendd
night time reinforcenme

[on N
joN)
IR )
ju
o
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2740 “eu,o-q Flat med teo
PO g 15 (:"”TS
retumed
L)
of Harch a Delts Com
air strike nyep of an L3 in the souts i )
called the Slot. At 1102H the lesding assaul’ﬁ elemerrt was _)_:-vm,«,rte in &
desexrted rice paddy. The area wes swept with negative resvlis and the com-

ce v
nany wes cxtracted and returned to Dai La Pass.
g7

The lest day of Jn\, nonth Delts Company and Aloha Compony woved out
for one nore FPecifier Uperetion and “nt operation. Delta Comp in=
sexted soutinrest of Cam Ha and swept east to the Iain Dervice Road and west

~
2

to rivers Alpha Company was inserted twe kilometers to the south and sw pt
the tree line %o south w& set up o blocking position esst to weet along th
-
&

W boundery, One 21lm nortar dud and one 15%m dud round were found and
blown in place. AL 100CH the first nhes the onaxation was terminsted,
5lrvhe Company was extracted, znd Delte Comnany set in for cverstions through-
cut the local section of the Rocket Belt. Hight activities were conducted
and on the lst of April the commaony was withdrarm.
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SEIUBEILAL LISUING OF SIGIRICHT BVElilms

Ae TOPICS

Be RbIENS The Battalion's strensth at the begimning of the month
was 38 officers and 1081 enlisteds OCn the 15%h of the nmonth, the strength

chenged to 37 officers snd 1244 enlisted. By the end of the nonth of larch,

the strencth wes 46 officers and 1263 enlisted. At this time there are 14
enlisted hospitalized.

Do Dibcfp1ine, Law and Legzals During the nmonth of March there were

eight (8) Svecial COQQtS-M&EtLSl convened.,
24 Company and 22 Batt

2 investigations
Ca

FOQ/Detclneeu.

During the sane time period
elion Office Fours (iJP) were also held. There were
vending and 1 completed.

They were clasgified zs

VA PUW's
Ve POV

VC Det.

G« lioralee
. e. Yostal.
ued at the same

fo Avards.
nedals, 23 Hevy
heroic and merit

Fere were 7 detainees processed during this monthe.
fellow
4
3
0
0
Morale and fighbing spirit continued to be excellent
Aside from the short postal strike, postal service contine-
degree of excellence.
During the month of March there were 24 Hevy Achievemernt

Commendation medals,
orious service,

and 7 Bronze Star medals submitted for

ge Interior Menagement. Adninistrestive procedures and proficiency
continued to be excellent.
2. HIENY, WEBATHER, ATD TERRAIN
ae Lnemy. Reported ememy activity was at a low level throughout

the S8DC for the

and intelligence
hY

conbacts, efc.)

.. Weather.
Ces ZTerrain.

valleys and nount

reporting period. (Note - See current bltuabion reports
swmaries for Pacifier Operations regarding enemy elements,

Wo change.
The Terrain in the 33DC is varied hetween rice paddies,
gins, the highest elevation reading in excess of 300 meters.
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: s -7 AT A TET
. OQRGATIANITCT AN QPEnAtICHEs

a2+ Orgsnizstiione The orgenizastion of ¥
3, )

ughozﬁ the nonth with HLS Company and 3 ny loczted
and Alphe and Delts Companies loczated at Dail La Pe sh,, and Cherlie Compaony
a‘c Cann Do Bridge, Cobb Bridge, and Hill 54,
) b. Operations. The Battalion ranig Pecifier Operations during the month,

with day am}. night activities,

ng the month of larch 1970 the let Ba’c’a.l_;,on, *h tarines
we Tth A.J.r Force and the lat MAY. The E attal ired
b It shovld be no*i;ca

0
Be telion received ¢
" ,

-1— -

10 u.m
3 e give officers =nd st Tf g f ﬂ:LZL1 Y'l,y 0:6‘
new AOD. A breskdown of the BDA

th he BDA and medical evacusztions follows:
Killed by air 6
Structures Destroyed 9
Tree Line Destrcyed 860 meters

Hedevac: Total Mizsions = 13

. Emergency US 4
Priority UL 3
Roubine  USHUC 3
Inergency ARVI £
Routine Civilisns 3
(2) Sizmificant Develoomentse The deperture of onr fixed wing A AO/F.‘G
wzs negeted by the arrivel of 2 new i‘LLQ/F)a{;C fized wing pilot whose nresence

reconstituted t- Battalion's ideal condition of one helicopter &&/FAC
and one fixed wing ALC/FAC Air-~Ground Teem.
The Pgeifier %Lissions wiich have been developed snd refined by the lst
Battalion, 5th Marines in the psst month is an exermmle of epitome of co-oper-
ation hetween the Wing and Division. The nission is a swift striking, highly
mobile heliborne task force which is able to reset to any situstion on very
short notice. 4S8 in any fast meving nilitary situstion, comminications has

played a key role in the success of the Pzeifier missions. Units mwst be
uﬂCI‘O'U.r hly briefed befors each mission and as the situation changes during
the conduct of tae operations .ll concerned parties must be kept skbresst of
the current cwiuatz.on. The communication reqirvements of the Pacifie r Opm
eretion have been solved thms meking the concent of the P cif'er &r/» —ound
d

1% 5w 1.
teame force in readiness resdy o reset swiftly Yo sny eneny situation.
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During - month ten Pacifier Unerstions have been conducted with th
follows + from the let MaW: 66.1 hours of CH~46 % time, 70

- - s faice B B
hours of A= 1” "Cobra® fiight time, 20,3 hours of UHIZ H
Y

29.8 hours of V.10 AC fiight time., In sdditicn, 20 fii
have supported the Pacifiers with devastating resulis up

(3) Artillerv. The Battzlion v cvorted by lst B
Verines and Foxtrot Battery, 2nd Battalion, 11th Bbﬁlnea.
ed within S8DC counsisted of only illuminstion missions
ulation of the area, and lack of nced for HE nissions.
within the 350C during the month of March.

(2) Pecifier Overstions. artillery supmort for Pecifier op
consisted of LZ pren fives contyolled by an 40 as well as heving
the ground to coantrol mi
sible egssistance T
niilized,

(v) 35DCe Due to the A0 extension for S8DC a new de fe give firve
nlen was developed. This plan vas lpcl ded in the revised 3E
Crdex ‘}(\4.,5«"' 0w

o
ssions when the air was off steotions. Vhenev
o I0D's in the form of resdoubs and target siting

C} (3

Cperations

\ . -t
(4) Engineers. Ione attached.

{5) Bhore Perty (H¥T). HIT persomel were provided by Comnany B, ls%
Shore Party Battalion; they were prim

. ef R

fier

1arily employed in ceordinating and
fecting Helicopter Medevees, reconnzigsance, mnd during the Paci~
Overationsa

(6) Scout Snipers. Hone attached.

(7} Motor Tramsportation. From 1 llarch to 31 March 1970 the Motor
Transportation Section has had to move 2ll of its =ssets from An Hoa Com~
bat Base to the fommer lst Tank Battalion Cantomment. Because of the change
1p t e Battslion's area of responsibility snd the change of the Battalion's
nission, vehicular transporiation has become nore necessary than ever. The

i

four month monsoon sesson left nost vehicles in need of extensive clesning

and renair, To maximize utilization it was necessary to completely renovahe
every piece of eguipment. The section has worked continuelly cleaning, re-
?l”lﬂg znd winting a1l egquioment within the sections Due to the tremendous

ellort by the personnel in the lictor Tronsportabion Section, the Babtts]
- .

ty 53

<’$

treansportation assets have been able o renain and nerform ot its
level of efficiencys

(6) Tonks, Co € (Rein) 1st Tank Bn passed AICON to this Bn 051200H Marz7O.
4+ TRALNING

2+ The folloving training was conducted during the monthi

2
i
ol
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gl} Weespong Safety
‘ 2) Veapcns Inspection, Care and Clesnin
(5} iapying and conmnass
(é) Leadershin
55) Viet Cong Mines and Zooby Traps
(6) Drug Awuse
(7) FPeanmiliarization firing of the M6, MO
ZS) Ki=1T74 Automatic Grenade Launcher
(9) Forward Qbserver Procedures
glOg Venereal Diseases
(11) 60m Mortar, M79 (live firing)
glzg Uniforn Appearance
(13) Militery Customs and Courtesy
guﬂ Individual end Group Hygiene in the field
f15§ Handling of POW's
{16) Troop Leading Steps
{17) Conduct of a Marine in and out of the Field
$18 Anti-Persomnel Mine 1841
19) AN/PRC 25 Radio
220 126 Hond Grenade
21} Crew training of the 8lmm Mortar Teams
ézz 81mm Mortar (Live Firing)
23) TFhysical Training
(24) Care and Cleaning of the 106mm Recoilless Rifle
25) Crey Training of the 106mm Recoilless Rifle
26) Compmnications Security
’ 27) Preventive Maintenance PRC/25 Radio
28) Blectrical Safety
25 ) Preventive First Aid
30) Combat Intelligence

31} XY-38
2% Driver Training for Testing and Licensing L.D.
%) Vieekly Preventive Yainbenance
4) Procedures for Completing NAVMC 106275D
5) TVehicle Safety
6) Shop Safety
72 Battle Sights (live firing)
} Sccuting and Patrelling
) Technique of Fire
} Camouflage
g Enemy Tactics
Supply Administration
as Tinancizl Mansgement
t. Status
¢s Personsl Effects
d. Logistical Sumnery Report
ee Transaction Codes
f. Controlled Ttens
Jarehousing, Field
as Steck Identification
bs Embarkation

Patan™t
I
Y
Ty
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irrc%y (Crerational Precedures)

3\
4
2 Safety (Hand Grenades)
{ M-72 LAAW

) X-191 Multi-shot Flame Thrower

be The Battelion contimued to utilize schools provided by high
headguarters in the Dallang area and Ckinawas

5. LOGISTICS

During the past month this Battalion moved from the Arizona Territory
into the Southern Hector Defense Commands The move was completed i 1,approy~

imately 10 days, during which time transvportation organic te the Battelion
ascconplished the move efficiently under zdverse weabher conditions.

1st Motor Transport Battalion is presently supvorting the Battalion with
(1) rlatoon of 2—: ton tricks. These vehicles ave being utilized in house-~
keeping taskse. Two trucks are sssigned to the messhalls, one truck st 1f
cantonment, and one truck at Dai La Pazss. Two trucks are uitilized in replen=
ishing feood supplies fron FIC., The reneining txuck is used ag zdministrative
truck between Can Do Brlaﬁe, Camp 2, Division, ano Dai La Pass cantorment.

Lo ¢SLlC;l supnort has wurnvrc considerably since the middle of lzrche.

4t the Dai La Pass tOF“QFb considerable lmprovement in the foxy of defen~
ive wi'v has been accompglsued, and. sdditional bunrer% hove been Twilt,.

P
) (‘
m

?

(6]

6. CIVIC ACTICH  HUWE

it vd

. Te PSYCHCLOGICAL OPERATICIE TO¥ER
G COMUNICATIONS. A4dopting to the new locad
forenost btask of cormunicators during the monih
Headcuariers grouvp noved to its new CF on 2 lare
.g.
(V)

\s
municotors had already taken over operstion of

L,he“ cony
Consequences of the move continue to be fe t, N
5 and peperwork erxe receiving attention thet Cﬂu¢d not be
environment zround An Hoz. Relieved from the cou%)gﬂt
b fi eld duty, technicisns have inspected znd sent in for repsir
items that conld not be spared from O“erﬁulcﬁal cormitnents
e sccumulated miner deamagee to these items of eguipment were

center and planned for tie oxdexly slocvpr of
nment and facilities

unications equipmen
given in the aLﬁt
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