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From: Commanding Officer
oF Commender; iask Group 7%.5

Subj: PBattalion Landing Team 3/5 Command Chronology Report for period
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inel: ~1)-ELE 3/5 Commender’s Narrative Summary of Significant Zvents (S)
" L2)~BLY 3/5 Chronology of Zvents (S)
43) ~Combat After Action leport for Cperation DECKHCOUSTE II and
Uperation HASTINGS (S)
T. Bavtalion Lﬁndlng Team 3/5 Comm:und Chronology, consisting of enclosures
{1), (2) =nd (3), is submitted in scccrdance with the format contained in
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From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commender; task Group 7%.5

Subj: Battalion Lending Team 3/5 Command Chronology Report for perlod
¢<¢u2¢_ July 66 to 123002 Aug 66.

hef ( Yolbvi 780,24 \(t
, | Q
ncl 1 3/5 Commender's Narrative Summary of Significant Zvents (S)

I 3/5 Chronology of Zvents (s)
V(S)vuonbnt After Action Jeport for Operation DICKHOUST TI 9nd
Uperation HASTINGS (3)

4. Battslion Lpnding Team 3/5 Comm:nd Chronology, consisting of enclosures
{1), (2) and (3), is submitted in szccordance with the format contaired in
refer@nce (a). _ .
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E./J. BHONARS
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0¥ FHCLOSURTS (1), (2)
AND (3)
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LONMAND CHRONOLOGY

U

Landing Team 3/5, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade,
Fleet Marine Forcs.

- a. Locations U.5.S. FRINCETON (LFH-5),

b. Period covered: @2@L3¢Z July 66 - #1239F2 Aug 66.

¢, LtCol #, J, BRONARS Commanding Officer
Maj J. T, TLKINS : : ' . fxecutive Officer
2ndlt B, F, BEGGS S-1
IstLt J. M, SIMS S-2
Maj E. 4. MONFORT S5-3
Capt R. W. VORREYER S=4 '
Capt H. S. HAUPT H&S Company Commander
Capt S. S. GLAIZE ‘ Company I Commznder
Capt E. £. MARESCO Company K Commander
Capt K. FP. TATUM Company L Commander
Capt H. D, PETTENGILL Company M Commander

2, Commander's Narrative of Significant Events

a, Upon completion of Operation NATHAN HALE, Battalion Landing Team
3/5 returned to USNB Subic Bay, R.P. for ten days of training. Battalion
Landing Team 3/5 arrived at USNE Subic Bay, R.P. on § July. On & July
Brigadier General Ryan, Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Erigade
visited Battalion Landing Team 3/5 and zttended memorial services for
BI.T 3/5 personnel who died during Operations DICKHOUSE I and NATHAH HALE.

b. Battalion Landing Team 3/5 departed LSHB Subic Bay, R.P. on 13
~July and on the following dasy commenced planning for Operation DECKHOUSE II.
Operation DZCKHOUSZ II commenced on 16 July with a combined helicopter
and svrface lending of Battalion Landing Team 3/5 into the assigned AOA
located in Gie 1inh District, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam,
Operation DECKHOUSE II was conducted until 18 July 1666. (see finclosure 3)

c, On 18 July 1966 the Special Landing Force was placed under Op-
grational Control of Commending General, III Marine Amphibious Force to
participate in Operation HASTINGS in Cam Lo District, Quang Tri Frovince,
Republic of Vietnam, A withdrawal was commenced from the assigned TACR
on 29 July., The withdrawsl was completed on 30 July 1966, (For detailed
account see inclosure (3)) Operational Control of the Special Landing
Force reverted to CIG 76.5 on 30 July 1966,

d. Special Landing Force arrived Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam on
31 July and commenced off-loading of Battalion Landing Team 3/5. Battalion
Landing Team 3/5 came under Cperational Control of Commanding General III
Marine Amphibious Force at @207ggH 1966,

Enclosure (1)
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5 duly Baitglion Le rdiwg Tesm 3/5 arrived at USHB Subic R@v, R.P. for

ten days of training.

13 July Battalion Landing Team 3/5 departed from USNB bublc Besy, R.P

14 July Batialion Landing Team 3/5 commenced planning for Operation
DECKHOUSE 1T,

16 July Battalion Lending Team j/; commencad Oneration DICKHOUSE II
in Gio Linh District; Quang Tri Province, Hepublic of Vietnam.

) 18 July Batialion Landing Tesm 3/5 f.erminated Cpera tlon DJCYPCU ST IT

and at 18¢7J¢T commenced Operation HASTINGS in Com Lo Distrlct,
Quang Tri Province, Eepublic of Vietnam, The Special Lanﬁ,ﬂg
hnd b

ileced under Operationel Control of Fommandlng

IT Marine Amphibious Force %
28 July Genersl WESTHMORELANT rommander, Unites States Military As.
sisbance Command, Vietnam, LitGen L. WALT, Commanding General,
11T ine lmphibiovs Foree and MaiGen T, B, KYLE, ucmmandlng
arl

Genera¢$ Third Mzrine Division, visited %attalion Landing Toam
3/5 in the fisld.

L

30 July The Special Landing ?orce reverted to Uparabtionzl Control of
CTG 76.5 on 3@1G15H, Withdrawsl of Specizl Landing Force from
Cperation HASTINGS TAOR completed .

2 Aug Battalion Landing Team 3/5 OPCCN Commanding General, III
Marine Amphibious Force,

% (G Task Forece Delta 1721152 (S)

#3% G Task Force Delta 3¢@715Z (S)

‘ 3
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. Battalion Landing Team 3/5

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FH©
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

‘ . 3/EJB/ jec:
, : o | 32T,

1 August. 1966,

. -

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer,. Special Landing Force (Commander Task: Group.

79.5)

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation DECKHCOUSE. IL and
Operation HASTINGS

Ref: (a) Commander Task Group 79.5 Uperation Order 328-66.
(b) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Operation Order 328-66 (Operation
DECKHQUSE 1)
(c) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Frag Order #1 (Operation DECKHOUSE II)
(a) Maps: AMS Series L701 - 6342 I (1: 50 0C0)
AMS Series L701 - 63L2 IT (1: 50 000)
AlS Series L701 - 6442 I (1:50, ooo)
AMS Series L701 - 6442 IIT (1: 50 000)
AMS Series L701 - 6Lh2 IV (1: SO_OOO)

Encl:«J{;) Report of Operation DECKHOUSE II
- /Tab (a) Overlay of AOA, Operation DECKHOUSE T
VQZ) Report of Operation HASTINGS
ab (a) Operations Overlay of Operation HASTINGS (Part 1)
ab (b) Operations 0verlay of Operation HASTINGS (Part 2)

1. This report is submltted in accordance with instructions contained in
reference (a).

2. Operation DECKHOUSE Il was an amphibious operation which utilized -sur-
face borne and helicopter borne assault forces. Operation HASTINGS em-
ployed the Special Landing Force by assigning the Battalion Landing Team.
the mission of search and destroy in a designated TAOR; the Special Land-
ing Force was placed under the operational control of Task Force Delta,

3. D-day for Operation DECKHOUSE II was 16 July 1966. -At 180800H Opera-
tion DECKHOUSE II terminated when operational control of the Special Land-
ing Force was chopped from Commander Task Group 76.5 (Commander Amphibious
Task Force) to the III Marine Amphibious Force (Task Force Delta). Opera-
tion HASTINGS commenced at 1808COH and terminated at 301515H when opera-
téo?al control of the Special Landing Force reverted to Commander Task Group
7ao

L. The target area for Operation DECKHOUSE II was the northeastern third

of Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province--a region of flat, poorly drained

‘land with sand dunes .stretching 3000 to 3500 meters from the beach. The
. target area for Operation HASTINGS was ther Cam Lo area of the- same province-=~

an area of uncultivated, heavily vegetated, rolling valleys and. steep, thick-

ly vegetated mountains,

) MMMSSXEXXE@/\J -~
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5. Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Command Post initially was located %
USS PRINCETON (LPH-5)., At H+5 on D-day, the Cormand Post was estab¥®is
ashore at YD 307727 in the vicinity of Landing Force Objective ALPHA., On
D+2, the Command Post displaced to YD 8063604 for Operation HASTINGS. On
D+11 it displaced to XD $79585. The Command Post was located at this
location for the remainder of the operation,.

6. Administrative Matters

a. Resupply

(1) Operation DECKHOUSE II, Unit resupply was accomplished entirely
by helicopter. 1In order to facilitate resupply, units submitted requests
during the evening for the following day!s resupply. This allowed the Log-
istic Support Unit the opportunity to pull and stage the supplies during
the evening and early morning hours. Reaction to a unit's annonncement
that it was prepared to receive resuppiy at a specific landing site was
accomplished promptly; the time-consuming job of pulling and staging sup~
plies had already been accompliished.

(2) Operation HASTINGS

(a) Unit resupply during Operation HASTINGS was initially
seriously deficlent, Phasing in the Battalion Landing Team into the op-
eration overburdened the unit resupply function of the Landing Support Area.
This temporary deficiency was overcome by providing a logistics team from '
the Battalion Landing Team at the !~»gisiic Sunmort ares. This tesm, con-
sisting of the Battalior Landing Team Supply Ufficer or Supply Chief, med-

 ical representatives, communicaticn technicians and selected supply per-
sonnel, greatly relieved the Logistic Support Ar=a by processing Battalion
Landing Team requirements. This arrangement ensured that Battalion Landing
Team resupply requests received prompt and careful attention and provided
adecuate personnel 1o process casualties and to recover weapons and equipment.

(b) Communications between the Logistic Support Area and the
Battalion Landing Team S-l was accomplished over the Battalion Landing Team
Administrative Net. Traffic on the Task Force Delta Logistics Support Het,
which was uvilized by 21L vati-l1ions in submililing resupply requests; was
genersily he vy and the av:ils inwy of independent Estis’ fon Laznding Team
comnunicetions to the Legilatic Suppor e nrovad veey bansfici=l,

b. .Casualty Reporting. Reporting by the units during Operation HASTINGS
was in most cases excellent; hoWwever, there were several errors in encoding.
In some cases this caused lengthy delays in obtaining accurate information
and delayed reporting to higher headquariters. It is recommended that a coded
casualty reporting format utilizing code words should be standardized and
adopted for use on operations.
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¢. Evacuation. Casualty evacuaticn was accomplished utilizing the
facilities of Gom.any D), 1s% Medical Battalioca, at Dong Ha. During the
first two days of Operation HASTINIS, the Battalicn Landing Team S-1 did
not maintain a lizison section at this facility,; resulting in confusion
when casualties were evaguated. Further, the de"*inaticn of casualties
. leaving Dong Ha was not known. On the "“*h of July the Lattalion Landing
Tear 3~1 sent a reprssantative to Dong ¥ :

; i2izt in accounting for our
casualties. This gym),m proved to be el e and rasulted in accurate
casualty reporting

-

1 Auqut 1966

d. Comunicstions

(1) Radic

(a) General, FM radio comrunications on Operation DECKHOUSE IT
and Operation HASTIL(S were improved immeasureably by the acquisition of
the AN/PRC-25 fquly of radios. WNot only were positive communications with
organic units and higher headqvaxte“* maintained throughout, but the greater
capabilities of this radio enabled the Battalion Landing Team Commander to
maneuver his‘com}anles at distances previcusly impossible,

: (b) Radic Distribution. The Battalion Landing Team was. issued

..a total of sevenby-Iour AM7'HV~257(of which seven are the radio componets
to the AN/GRC-125's that were issued). Fowever, since the attached units
and Special Landing Force had not received the Aﬂ/PRC—QSQS, it was neces-

- sary for the Battalicn Landing Team to rrovide them with sets. Distribu-
ticn was made as follows:

~Rifle Com;anies (8 each)
Simm Mortar Platonn
Battalion Landing Team Command Post
Battalion landlng Team Commander
Speeisl Landing Force
Tactical Air Control Party/
Forward Air Contrcl Teams
Artillery Liaison Officer/
. Forward Observers
105mm Howitzer Battery
107w Mortar Battery
Naval Gun Fire Llalsnn Officer/
Spot Teams
Reconn=issance Teams
Shere Party Team

B Lo

mY PO U Lo¥} Lo Yo O o

| VAT

L

Since three radics were deadlined for repair sarly in the operation, the
Battalion Landing Team Command Post was left with only six radios and was
forced to secure two of their five nets (Tactical Logistics Net and Admin-

istrative Net) temporarily in order to displace,
".l' 3 s
f o RantiE U A
@E@Louduw ﬁ
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{@) maintenance and Supply. The only maintenance and supply

problem encountered with the AN/PRC-25 radio w:is that no spare paris were

issucd with the sais, Although excellent turn-asround service was provid-

ed at the Logistics Support 4rea during Cperation HASTINGS, it is most

desireable when a compcnent part, such as a handset or an antenna base, is

lost or broken duwring an operation that an immediate replacement be avail-

able. Tne BA-386 balteries performed most satisfactorily, offering as

much as thirty-six to forty-eight hours of service.

e

(d) Radio Nebs
1l External

a Operation DoCKHOUSE Ii. Radio nets to higher head-
quarters on Operation DECKHGUSE 11 were an rM tactical net and a HF tactical
net. Communicatiors on these nets was sporadic due to the constantly shift-
ing position of the ship and due %o the fact that theship's radio equipment
was not working properly. However, when the FM net was switched from the
ship's radio to the back-up AN/FRC-25 provided to Special Landing Force by
the Battalion Landing Team, a marked improvement was noted. Traffic over
these nets was moderate during the day, but after 200C hours traffic over
the HF net was reduced {0 hourly radic checks, '

b Operation HASTINGS., Radic communications from Battalicn
Landing Team 3/5 t¢ Task Force Deita on Operation HASTINGS was superior to
that experienced with Special Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE II, This
is probably due to the fact that Task Force Delta was a fixed land station..
Radio nets from Battalion Landing Team 3/5 to Task Force Delta consisted of
an FM Tactical Net and an Fl Ccommand Net, An HF Command Net existed for
back-up purposes, but this was never used by Battalion Landing Team 3/5
since FM communications was outstanding at all tiwmes,

2 Internal

z Communicaiticns from the Battalion Landing Team down
to its subordinate Units was excellent on both Operation DECKHOUSE II and
Operation HASTINGS. Oaly when the companies were on the move and passing
under heavy cancpy did communications become marginal, However, at all
times one company wW&s in a position to relay traffic to another.

b The activation of an FM Battalion Landing Team Admin-
istrative Net to handle resupply requests, medical evacuations, lengthy
situation reports, logistical Tand. ag Zone comtrol and all other administra-
tive traffic proved very satisfactory. Overburdening the Battalion Landing
Team Tactical Net with routine and logistical traffic was avoided and urgent
tactical traffic was not delayed. It is strongly recommended that a Battal-~
ion Landing Team Administrative Net be activated in all future Special Land-
ing Forece operaticng, '

DEGCLASSIF" : v
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(e) Frequencies and Call Signs., Frequency designators of a
nunber of the frequenciles assigned to the Baitaliocn Landing Team for use
on Operation DECKHOUSE IL were changed by the Specisl Lancing Force prior
to the operation, Although this wss dene to sim:1ify identification of

frequencies within the Special Landing Force, COnqu&lOn arose during Op-
eration HASTINGS since Tesk Force Delta had different decignators for many
oi the sane frequencies, Other miner | problems arose because a complete
list ef bwll sL"ns ana fremaeq01bs atllﬂzea by Task Force Delta was never
'5fproV1ded *f“

DECLASSTIFIED 7

(f) Comments, A final comment must be made to emphasize the

~ outstanding results with the AN/P {C-25 radic. The AN/PRC-25 radio provid-
cad Plexd®ility in ueneursring the rifle comrzanics and in exercising support-
“1ng arms’, Artidl Forward Observeru, Forward Air Control Teams and Haval
Gun'Fire Spot Teams maintained positive comsmnications with the Fire Support
Coordination Center at all times. ResultS certainly justify assigning

~AN/PRCZ25 radios to exercise these supporting arms. It is also recomnended
that all HF nets be replaced by FM nets--the range of the AN/PRC-25 is equal
to that of the AN/PRC-LT7; the weight and bult of the AN/PRC-L7 makes it
difficult for supporting arms teams to keer up with the infaﬁtry units to
which assigned; naintenance andresupply problems inherent in the use of the
BB=li51 battery are significant; atmospheric, climatic «nd terrain conditions
in South Vletnam adveﬁﬁTj axlect the effectiveness of the AN/PRC-L7 radioc.

. (2) Wire/Rédlo Relay, HNothing new was encountered with wire or

= radio relav on Operation DECKHOUSE II or Operation HASTINGS. Once again
a.radio relay shot was made from the Battalion Landing Team to the Specxal
Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE II, Radio relay wss effective and af-
iorded outstandlng comnunlcatlons.

(3) Recommendatlons '

(a) The Battalion Landing Team ass1gneﬂ to the Special Landing
Force should be equipped with a full allowance of AN/PRC-25 radios.

(b) AN/PRC-li7 radios are too hezvy to carry in the rugged ter-
rain and intense heat experienced in South Vietnamj; battery recharging and
resupply causes additicnal complications. The AN/PRC-L7 rudlo should be re-
placed by the AN/PFC—ZS radlo if, at all possible,

R (c) Thorou ch COmrunlcatlons coordlnatéon pricor to the commence-
ment of’ conmzned opevatlons 1s essentlal

7o Suyrortlng Arns

# (1) Operatlon DE“KHOUSE II.  In this operation the 105mm Howitzers
were landed by LCU and the 107mm Howtars were landed by helicopter. No
problems were encountered. Communications and observation were excellent.

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Oreration HASTINGS

(a) The 10Smm Howitzers were dlsp1aced by helJCOﬂtcr to new gun
positions at the comuencement of Operation HaSTINGS.

(v) No major problems were epcountered. At times observation was
limited by terrain and/or vegetation; however, adequate support was possible
at all times. Communications were satisfactory at all times due primarily
to the use of the AN/PRC-25.

(¢} Reaction times were excellent on most missionS‘and.acceptable
. on all missions. Fires were quick and accurate. Clearance of missions re-
quested outside of the Battalion Landing Team TAOR was granted promptly.

(d) At times the Conduct of Fire Net tended to become overloaded
due to the passing oi administrative traffic.

b. Naval Gun Fire

. (1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. The support of the USS OKLAHOMA cITY,
USS LOFBERY and USS WCTE RIVER were used only for three rounds of illum-
ination for Cowrary I due to negligible enemy contact. The use of %uwe =pot
teams and AN/PRC-25 radios for the spot net proved highly effective. The
AN/PRC—M? control net provided vorderline communic:=ticns throughout, =~ Recom-
mend further use of the AN/PHC-25 for the Naval Gun Fire nets with small,
two or. three man, spot teams, o

(2) Operation HASTEHGS. No naval gunfire support was used due %o
range. The Shore Fire Con: rol Farty was used as artillery forward ghservers
for H&S Company patrols and for manning artillery observation posts within
the TACR.

Co

&
L

(1) DECKHOUSE II

-

(2) During Operation DECKHOUSE II only three (3) helicopter re-
guests were submiited by the Tactical Air Coptrol Pariy ior support. Bat~
talion Landing Team 3/5 was directly supported by HMM-363, Tactical Air
Control Center was subordinate to Commander Task Group 76.5. One re-
qguest for helicopter observation for retreating VO elements was submitted
requesting support as soon as possible. The helicopter was on station one.
hour later. Flight time from the LPH-5 to the objective area was gpproxi-
mately ten minutes, A fifty minute delay in approval and communicatibns is
indicated, The second reguest for helicopter observation of artillery fires
for registration was approved and the helicopters were on station within

6 |
E@&m'
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Forward Air Conirol Teawm v, the
with fixed wing aircraft.

31.gn
were not ;squi
ulation.,

f. The AN/PRC-25 radio is a fab
‘dependable conr“nic;i¢vns over dista
‘physical envircmsent of terrain and ¥
‘the use of the AN/PRC-10 radio -t ;¢

. Froblem aress ehcountered
ialreﬂdy been covered exibensi
‘comments are desizned to €
‘covéred elsewhere.

{1) The enemy confren
1v seeking contacti: He was, howov
strongly entrenchied positions 3
rygged mountainous terrain e i
‘maneuvering against him, ‘Under- ¥
porting arms te 1liberally used 3gainst
‘dangerous averues of moverent, .Aheney
51tuat10n p TMALS, aL:t cﬁﬂr'rﬁbis ;

Opﬂratlﬂg areJ mad
cgontrol ihe mest des:
Choa maney

3 mgm

_(3}

- (L) Resup
‘Every-effort shoula ,
‘mininize the attend f isg uvah;\f
cdion-of all friendly ur«xu'yel@gf'f"i

.
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' ?Aﬂmbusnes, L0u* Jy and nlght, are oné of the mogt sffective means
ting persennel casuaities on the enemy ., Ambushes should be at least ;

"1 :';
SCO te 1000 meter distant from unit n1git vefensive jcsitions.,
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REPORT OF OPERATION DECKHOUSE II

1. Task Organization

. BLT 3/5 .. - . . S Lt Col BRONARS

1S Co (- )
Det, Btry F, 24 Bn, 11th Mar (In Tm)
Det Hg Btry, 2d Bn, 11lth Mar (NGF Ln Tm)
Det, Radio Relay Sec, Comm. Plat, Hg Co, Sth Mar
Det, Hq Bn, lst Marine D1v181on, FMF
Det Radioc Relay Plat, Comm Co
Det Disbursing Plat, Serv Co : :
Det, Postal Unit, Adg Sec, Div Hq, Hq Co
.+ Dety lst Dental Co, FiF
Det 1st Medical Bn :
Det Serv Sec, Co Hq, 3d Coll Sec, Coll Plat
Loglstlc Support Unit
Det, Prov Serv Bn, 9th MAB
ﬁvDet, Supply Sec '
- Det, Maint Sec
Det, H/S Sec
Det, H&S Co, 3d FSR' .
2d SP Tm, Co B, 1st SP Bn
’ 2d4Land1ng Spt Plat
Det, H&S Co, 1st SP Bn
Det Beachmaster Unit-1

Co I (Reln) Capt GLAIZE

Co I
Det, H&S Co
Det Med Plat
Det 81lmm Mort Plat
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
FO Tm, Btry F (Rein), 24 Bn, 1lth Mar
1st Sqd, 3d Plat (Rein), Co B, 1lst Engr Bn R .

Co K (Rein) : ' : Capt MARESCO

Co X .
Det, HeS Co
Det, Med Plat _ ' :
FAC'Tg S
Det, 8lmm Mort Plat ‘
‘Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts) T [@E@MSSUFHE@
“O Tm, Btry ¥ (Rein), 2d Bn, 11th Hap T v
Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 11lth Mar (NGF Spot Tm)

Enclosure (1)
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Co L (Hein) - » Lo r e Gapt TATUM

Co L :
Det, H&S Co
Det, Med Flat ‘ R S L SR
FAC Tm : R
Det, B8lmm Mort Flat : L
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
FG Tm, Btry ¥ (Rein), 24 Bn, 11lth Mar
2d Sgd, 3d Plat (Rein), Co B, lst Engr Bn LT
‘Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 1ith Iar, (NGF Spot Tm) BRI .:eﬂ~

o

Btry F (-)(Rein), 2d Bn, 1lth Mar o Capt HARRIS

Btry F (-) L J'i"":“, Cie G
Det, Hg Btry, 1llth Mar ' Sl Ay : sk

107mm Mort Btry (Rein), 2d Bn, 12th Mar " Capt NERRETT. - :

- :107mm Mort Btry ‘ SR
. Det Mess Sec, Serv Plat, hq Btry, 2d Bn, 12th Far ‘f }gf_;

e

T ' i
2d~Plat (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn, FNF o Lt uRES“LY
24 Plat | | "y'ﬁ .
Det, Co Hg, Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn Coy e

- §

- .3d_Plat (Rein), Co B, 1st AT Bn .. ‘Lt BUCHAWAW .-

.. 3d Plat
Det, Co Hg, Co B, 1st AT Bn

3d Plat (-)(Rein), Go B, 1st Engr Bn 1t TOTH'

34 Plat (-) | S P AT
Jet, Med Plat, HiS Co, lst Engr Bn i C e el
Det, Engr Spt Go, 1st Engr Bn :

PRSPV S B
R B

" 24 Plat, Go B, 1lst NT Bn © CWO HENSON

L r_\-! :Plat
Det, Maint Ser, Co Hg, Co B, 1st MT Bn

- 106mn Recciliess Aifle Plat (Rein) - Lt CERLS TliW°v
1.06r. Recoilless Rifle Plat . .
Det, .=d Plat, H&S Co

@E(@!L@Séuksﬂ@b e

oo - —
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LoV UL 24 Phatys Og

b yﬁhomﬁpﬁqu_Cqu;
Det, H&S Co; 1st Tszn

g nﬁLTLgﬁ,seme "“?: {

Mm,m it
DB o or

gormencements of the: opera th the*exceptlon of the area: adgacemh tm the _
strﬁamféQOQ metexy inland- fhom’ the beach.: This: was reported to:be: cultivated
in wetland riéé whereas in attuality the area was farmed in dry crops. The

mgmre}}oﬁt&ﬂ&;&&wz Beach: stated that- the.inner sand -bar, LO to 60 yards off

: i Qﬁ&ﬁﬁ”@ﬂw toiground., - -Although the landing’ took place:w!
ihreer hourss af; ; Jice s poats: did. ground -and assault troops: were forced
g ’”yi@mm@mﬁmﬁﬂmmihw»iaa :

of:water:to the beach::  An: cpposed‘
‘h@vmngg@ggradgm@r exteﬁsl‘ ‘prgparatLOns sof the beach. Bit

v, Y DL UK

By Eﬁéin% S:.tuaﬁlo . Prior to the landing it was estimated that only .
ioeal force Vieb Gong (VC) units were present in the area of operahmn. ‘Yéry .
little actual contact was made during the operation. However, the i tal-
lations discovered and equipment captured verified/ reports. by Vle‘hnamese :
¢ivilians that a local force VC company operated in the AOA. In addltlon,

the! phaee YO &L nee:! {identified: by Tocal: offic:.alsx as: be:.ng 1ocal force VG e
nenberss pf sdele Vai ‘ﬁwﬁeﬂgﬁﬁysg 18-

of opérajd 3;;‘?&@@@, Henbs
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3. Mission., A4s directed by the Special Landlng Force Frag Order #l for
Operation ation DECKHOUSE II, ‘the mission. 3551gned to Battalion Landing. Team 3/5
“was:

"Commen01ng at H and L-hours on D-dav, land 51mu1taneously by surface
and helo assault over BLUE Beach and HLZ STORK to seize LF Objectlves 4; B,
C; D, E, and F; on order conduct zearch and destroy operations in the Dong
Ha area and establish a Beach Support Area to assist the Commandlng General
III Amphlblous Force within the I Corps tactical zone,"

h, Concept of Operations. The Battalion Landing Team 3/5 scheme of maneuver
in the Dong Ha area during Operation DECKHOUSE IT was planned to.be conducted
* in two phases over a period of seven to ten days. .

a. Phase I, In the conduct of Phase I, plans were made to- land Comnany

" K over BIUE Beach to attack and seize Landlng Force Objective:ALPHA; land '
Company I over BLUE Beach to attack and seize Landlng Force' Objectlve BRAVC;

- land Battery F over BLUE Beach to proceed to predesignated firing positions;
land 2d Platoon, Company B, 3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion over BLUE Beach

" to land elements of Battallon Landing Team 3/5, to assume beach defense and
to position Battery F; land 3rd Platooa, Company B, 1st. Antitank Battalion
‘and 2d Platoon, Company C, lst Tank Battalicn as provisional rifle platoons
to provide security for Battery F and Amphibian Tractor Platoen;: land Come
pany L by helicopter in Landing Zone STORK to attack and seize: Landing Force
Objective DELTA; land 107mm Mortar Battery by helicopter in, Landing Zone
STORK to set up firing positions in the vicinity of the landing- zone;” “land
2d Platoon, Company B, lst Motor Transport Battalion by helicopter in Landing
Zone STORK as a provisional rifle platoon to provide.security for 107mmn Mortar
Battery; maintain Company M aboard LPH-5 as Battalion Landing Team Reserve,

" .land H&S Company and other combat service support elements by helicopter in
vicinity of Landing Force Objective BRAVO" to establlsh the Command Post and

_-provide securlty for Command Greup. . :

S, b. Phase II., Phase II of Operatlon DECKHOUSE II was planned ‘a8 fcllows-
Company L was to attack and seize. Landing Force Objective ECHO; Company I
was to revert to Battalion Landing Team Reserve;:Company M.was to be langded’
by -helicopter in Landing Zone JAY to- attack and ‘seize Landing Force Objective
FOXTROT, Companles Ky L, and M were to-conduct search: and deatroy operations
wlthln the AOA.

5 Execnt1on L

'D-dgy -~16 July 1966

(1) Company K 1anded by LVTP-Smover BLUE Beach at 0630H (H-hour),
followed by Company I in LCVP: at.0635H. :The lahdings took plate.without:.
incident; both compan;es_reported ‘the beach secured and clear, At 0710H,

oL N
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» whlle Company K moved southwest toward Landlng borce UbJect‘;Q 5LPHA
‘Company L Was- hellllfteo at 063OH (L-hour) 1nto Landlng éone STORK ne enemy

7 ar’ﬁattery Was hellllitéd into Lanolpo'éone oLuﬂ;ﬁ;:;;
p031t10ns at YD 290701, once thls was accompllshed Compan"“&[h
4o Secure Landlng orce Obgectlve DELTQ The oomman@ Groap Was

mpany I{ nas hellllfted 1nto
po 1tlons at YD 2 1695 lea,'

'29 Ooeratlons on D-daj consisted of search and destroy oper

ﬂ(a) Battallon Landlng Team Command Post -:¥Ea§Q31§i£~
Kb) Company I- YD 292753,
“(c)‘Gompany K - YD 316706 N

(@) Comany 1 - @ 263ThT.
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(e) Conpanw M ( ) - w 281695

oo : (£) lO?mm Mortar Battery, relnforced w1th one platoon of Com- o
- 5pany M = YD 290701. .

(g) Baﬁtery F-M 302727°
(h) Shore Party - YD 320723,

(6) During the nlght of D~day and early morning of D+1 Companles I
and K made contact with the enemy. At 1855H, Company K recelved small arms
fire and grenades from three VC located at XD 316706 who were hidden within
their perimeter. All three VC were killed and two Chinese burp guns were
taken. At 2300H, Company I fired on three groups of three VC moving along
the beach area. On the morning of D+l, one Mauser rifle was found on the

. beach near where the VC were fired upon. Company K also reported flndlng an
' addltlondl Chinese submachine gun and magazine on the same morning.

b, D¥Ll - 17 July 1966

(1) At first light on D+1, all Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were
engaged in search and destroy cperations within the assigned ACA., Company 1
.conducted their search and destroy operation up to the Demilitarized Zone,
‘then returned to the south. Operating with Company I were three tanks from
the 2d Platoon, Company C, 1st Tank Battalion; no enemy contact was made dur-
“ing “the day.

. " (2) Company K conducted a search and destroy operatlon south and
“southwest from Landing Force Objective ALPHA to Landing Force Objective CHARLIE.
Both- companles primarily were concerned with searching villages in their
assigned area of operation. Neither company reported enemy contact.

"(3) On D41 Gompany L (-) was helilifted from YD 262752 to YD 279719;
one platoon was lifted separately to ID 285711 to establish a blocking posi-
tion. Company L (=-) conducted a search and destroy operation toward the

blocking force.. After completing the sweep, Company L (-) moved on towards
Landing Force ObJectlve CHARLIE no enemy contact was reported.

(L) Company M conducted a search and destroy operation to the south-
ern boundary of the Battalion Landing Team 3/5 AOA at YD 26&635 There was
no enemy contact in this operation. .

(5) Night defensive positions on D+1 ﬁérezas follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 307727.
(b) Company I - YD 325699,
Aa . Enclosure (1) .
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(c) Company K ~ YD 305683.

(d) Comp%ny,L,—UXD2283206,¢,‘3,,”

(e) Company M - YD 264635... .

(£) 107mm Mortar Battery - ¥D 290701.r‘ 

(g) Reconnaissance Platoon (Division) - YD 30268&;
(h) Reconnaissance Platoon-(Force)f#”ID'26075&'
(1) Battery F - YD 302727,

(b) Dnrlng the night of D+1, there was no enemy contact reported by
units of ‘the Battalion Landing Teamo

Co D+2. - 18 Ju1y 1906

' (a) At OSOCH on D+2 the Spe01a1 Landlng Force came under operatlonal
control of the III Marine Amphibious Force: (Task Force Delta), This ended
Operatlon DECKHOUSE II. .

6. Results B

R S NI ST R A

(1) The mllom.n0 is an assessment of VG personnel casualties 1nfllct—
€d by Battalion Landing Team 3/5:

(a) 3 - VC KIA {Body -Count).

(2) The fol1ow1ng is a compllatlon of enemy equlpment .and ‘material
‘captured ‘and/or destroyed by Battallon Landing Team 3/5: :

(a) 1 - .38 cal Smith and Wesson revolver,"
(b)‘2 - German 9.8 Mauser rifles.
) (e) 1 - U.S. .30 cal submachine gun,’
(d) 1 - French 9mm submachine gun.
{e) 1 - Chinese burp gun.
(£) L4 - Wooden handle hand grenades;
- (g) 1 - Large signal drum.

TETRCT——
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(h) 1 - Burp gun magazine ‘with 150 rounds,
(i) 20 - .30 cal rounds.

(3) 1 - 7.62mm clip with ten rounds,

(k) 1 - Brown beret with insignia.

(1) 2.~ Bushel of rice.-

(m) 1

Bushel of sweet potatoes.
(n) Numerous packs and equipment, both U.S. and foreign.
(o) Numerous documeﬁts, maps and notebooks.,
(p) 5 - Blocks of Chinese explosives,

“'(q)}z - Booby traps. |

b. Friendlz

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-
ed below:

o . (a) Non-Battle Casualties - 17.
1 Heat - 8.

2 Injuries - 9.

- . : Enclosure (1) .
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., Task Orgenization. ,Pcmalneﬂ the same except for the 81mm_Mortar Platoon
wh1¢h 7iplaced 1n general support of the Battallon Landlng Team.

Inte¢11gence

P e D P

:*{ Operatlen HASTIHGS was conducted by U S Marlne'Fo ~e§ 1n the'

at the'apex.* ] leys:.
leam 3/5 3per9ted - The canony £ Fmed- by" he
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f, “:Contact with the enefy was limited eXCcpt in two encounters, to
unlts of under ‘tWenty of thirty NVA, ACthﬂo with five or ten NVA predom1-
nated the action. The small units appeared to he cne of two types: those
who were assigned to delay and harass friendly units and those who had be-
come separated from thelir present units and stumbled into contact WAth
Battallon Landlng ean 3/;. :

B The most 51gn1f1cant encounters with NVA forces occured on 22 July
and 2l July.” Comipany ¥ moved out on the morning of 22 July in reaction-to
a report by an . NVA captive who reported a regimental headquarters site t~
be in-the vieinity of Hill 31k in grid square YD 0262. Comr- L=
the area dlscoverlnv 200 to 300 relnforcea bunkers. Thes. r,;:’*’ .
covered by fresh foliage and had recently been abandor-: i
tinued its search around Hill 31} and at YD 034625 came -

~ matic weapors fire and grenade bombardment from an estimav. ._._
five NVA.  .The NVA were positioned in bunkers reinforced by 1. ls= .-
occupying high ground above Company M, who was then in a draw. Soiie. ¥
NVA wern bandaged'from prev1ous wounds. An Army mf the Republlc of Vietriuw—

but they refused to do SO.- Company M tben:returned fqre, maneuvered -against
and overran the NVA position. .Theresults .of the action were seventeen NVA
KIA (Body Count) and Seven weapons captured.

h The most 31gn1flcant contact of the overatlon took place 1215H 2l
July when Company I .encountered strong enemy positions at ¥D .013616. Com-
pany I was moving along a ridge line on a narrow trail when the lead element
of the company came under heavy auntomatic weapons fire and grenade bomb-
ardment. Within minutes the lead elements of the company were pinned down
by fire. The: Jungle,was so thick at the point of -contact that often muzzle
flashes could not be seen when enemy forces were firing at point blank range.
Company I was then taken under fire by mortars. . Artillery and air strikes
were called.in and auvtomatic weapons fire slowed down and the mortar fire
temporarily ceased. .By this time the Commanding Officer of Company I estimat~
ed that he was under attack by two NVA Companies. At 16LOH Company I attempt-
ed medical evacuation of the wounded but the helicopters received an intense
volume Of fire rand were forced out of the area. At about l?OOHvthe mortar
fire on Company .1 p051t10ns resumed -

S At 1735H Company h, moving toward Company I from the southeast, made
contact with an - estimated forty to fifty NVA in the vicinity of YD 01861k,
The NVA were positioned in ‘bunkers reinforced with logs. Company K returned
fire, maneuvered and then withdrew ashort distance to bring in artillery and
air strikes.. The fire was called in and the results of the action were seven
NVA KIA (Body Count), and an estimated thirty-five NVA KIA (Probable).

Y Enclosure (2) . '
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js Company I continued to receive mortar and automatic Weapens f{ire
until about 2010H when artillery fire was directed at suspected mortar
positions in -the vicinity of ID 021628; Two seécondary explosions resulted
and Company I received no more incoming mortar fire. Company I did re=
celve heavy small arms fire during the rest of the night and dutinfg most
of the follow1n~ days : :

k; Reports by the company commanders .and reports from NVA captlves
definitely sstablished the enemy force facirg those companies was an NVA
Battalion: NVA captives identified the unit as the 6th Battalien, 812th

VReglment of the 32LB NVA Division. ThlS battalion was cofpesed on thige -
rifle companles of a strength of nlnety 10 ninety-five each and a heavy
weapors company armed with four 82mm mortars and féur STmm féeoilless
rifles. '

1. When the &otion ceased and an evaluation of the battle a¥ea ¢ould be
accomplished; the Lollow1ng énemy losses wWere asseéssed? twenty-llve NVA
KIA (Body Couht); one hundred twenty-oné NVA KIA (Probable); thifty NVA
WIA (P0551b1e), three mortars - eaptured or ﬁesuroyed twenty=sevén rlfles

" and submachineg guns captured; one 57mm Fecbilless rlfle destroyed; one "
12 7mm maching gun destroyedi over twe ‘hundred grenddes destroyed;- over:
15,560 founds of ammo €aptuted; ovef flfty-two mortar and AT rounds
destroyed, ahd numerous packs and uniforms captured and destreyed

m, FEight major enemy ihstallations were di scovered by Battallon Land-
ing Team 3/5 in the zone of dction: Six of these installations could eagh
accomadate a battalion sife o larger Uhits 4 number of smallef 11V1ng '

aresas were also discovered. The major installations were:

(1) 1916254 = Company L discovered at YD OuOOZO what appeared to be
4 battalion size Gommand Posts Eight huts were found, over one hundréd
and forty prepared bunkers and holes and about twenty pigs -anid chickens.
No dotuments or items of equipment were found, but the area had been evataat=
ed . qulte recently.

(2) 201300H - A patrol from the 106mm RR Platoon dlscovered at YD
098619 .what appeared 4o bé a polltlcal reception center for the new North
_ Vietnamese Troops, The site included -a hut ‘and seven large bunkers. Two
sacks of propaganda material were found at ‘the site ineluding posters,
pamphlets, 1eaflenu, paper North Vietnamese Flags and receipt books that
. appeared to be used for recording membership ih party ‘organizdtions. Found
"~ also were three large banners which said (translated 11berally) ‘Pdelcome
to the liberatien of South Vietnams National Liberatich Front", "Help
deféat the American Imperialists and their Lackies", ‘and "Siave the people

from Ky and his government of thieves". The site had recently beeh ‘occupied;
the. dlgglngs were fresh; food including fresh bread and fruit was Fourd.
. I . - Enclosiire (2.
o 3 :
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) ZOlélOH - Company K discovered at ¥D OLLE98 a battalion or
.possibly regimental sized Command Post and a bivoua Plocatlon. The area
included over three hundred packs, over five hundred sixty uniforms, three
hundred twenty-three blue sueat shirts, four hundred thirty-five shelter
halves, two hundred ninety-seven pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals, two hundred
sixty- elght Machettes, and numerous magazines and rounds (mostly 12.7mm).
There was a great deal of expended 12.7mm brass abcut the area and about
seventy pounds of documents including letters, diaries, and instruction books
on mortars and heavy weapons. The area included tables, benches, class room
tvpe areas, two large huts and over four hundred bunkers and shelter holes.
All gear was new or almost new and in excellent condition.,

(L,) 210920H - Company M found at YD 024618 an area believed to be a
battalion sized bivouac area. The area contained over two hundred recently
used bunkers and shelter holes, Captured at the site were six thousand rounds
of 12,7mm ammunition, seventy-seven pounds of INT block, thirty pounds of TNT
flake, eleven Anti-tank mines, claymore mines, forty-five nonelectric blasting
caps, eighty-eight pressure pull type fuses, one mine sweeper, five hundred
feet time fuse, two crimpers, one splicer, four reels of communications wire,

- four weapons, forty pounds of documents including engineer training manuals,
diaries and letters, and various items of 782 type gear. The bivouac site
obviously supported an engineer battalion which vacated in a great hurry
less than 24 hours in advance of Company l's arrival.

(5) 231000H - Company M discovered at YD 033627 an area which con-
tained four large huts and twenty to thirty larde bunkers. The complex was
pratected by both entrances by a system of fortified positions. Two NVA
were sighted in this complex and nere killed,

(6) 220930H - Company M investigated an NVA captives report.ofca
reglmental size Command Post lo¢ated in the vicinity of Hill 31l in grld
square 0262, Company M found on the northeast Qlde of Hill 31k over two
hundred freshly prepared bunkers reinforced with logs and covered by fresh
foliage. The area had been vacated less than 2h hours prior but no equipment
or documents were found.

(7) 231555H - Company I at YD 017607 discovered a battalion size biv-
ouac site and a large supply of enemy equipment. In the area of the cache
was an NVA soldier who had deserted and surrendered, The following items
were captured in the cache: two Chinese submachine guns; one AN/PRC-10 radioj
forty-eight wooden handle grenades; one hundred eight rounds .30 caliber am-
munition; seven hundred thirty-eight 7.62mm rounds, two large canvas bags
probably covers for heavy mortars, C2mm mortar cleaning gear; one flag; thirty-
two pair sneakers; twelve full rucksacks; twenty-fiwve kahki uniforms; numerous
items of 782 gear and medical supplies; and numerous diaries, letters and -
assorted documents. All items of eguipment were new or in excellent conditicn.
About eighty to one hundred bunkers (two or four man) were found in.the area.

Enclosure (2}
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(8) 24,1155H - An H&S Company patrol located an enemy bivouab.Siie
at YD 083614 - again for a battalion sized unit., The area included four
huts and about one hundred forty reinforced oun,cers° A limited amount
of gear and documents was found,

Although Battalion Landing Team 3/5 made contact w1th only
one’ 1dent1f1ed unit (The 6th Battalion, 812th Regiment) and, as stated
before, met most of its resistance in the form of small delaylng groups’
it is estimated that at least one NVA Regiment and an Engineer Battalion
occupied the zone of action prior to Battalion Laending Team 3/5's .arrivals
It is p0551ble that the headquarters of the 324B Division may.also have.
been located in the arga. The facilities were there but the 1nterpetatlon
of the’captured documents, letters and diaries will have the veérify thls
‘conjecture,

3. Mission, ‘As directed by Commanding General, IIT Marine Amphlblous
- Force, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 was to aggressively conduct search and
destroy operations in assigned areas of responsibility. (see Tab A)

L. Conbept of Operation. Battallon Landing Team conducts search and
.destroy operations within a531gned TAOR with four rifle companies ex=
ecutlng search and destroy operations from east to west within a551gned
zones of action,

a D2~ 18 July 1966

(1) Battery F was lifted by helicopter commnencing at O830H to
assigned firing positions south of Cam Lo; the battery wes in- position
ready to fire by 1620H., At 1215H Companies M and L were lifted by
helicopter to Landing Zone CROW. The Landing Zone received moderate
small arms and automatic weapons fire and Company M met enemy resistance
as it secured the Landing Zone, By 1330H solid contact with the enemy
was established. Air strikes were called, and Company M overran the
enemy'p051t10ns located at YD 043623, Of an approximate forty khaki-
clad enemy, Company M counted twenty-oné KIA, two WIA, and elghteen WIA
(Possible). Capturéd were one .30 cal machlne gun; one .50 cal machine
gun; five 7. 62 automatic rifles; six 7.62 semi-automatic rifles; ten
wooden hand grenades; two AT mines; one AT rocket launcher; and 1000
rounds of small arms ammo°

.. (2) Company L found ten rounds small arms ammunltlon after S
landlng in Landlng Zone CROW but had no enemy contact until 1810H when -
an unknown number of NVA,were encoutered at YD 060610 This action
resulted 1n one NVA KIA

'Eﬁciosufe'(2)
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(3) Companies I and K landed by helicopter in Landing Zone
DOVE at 1330H, They encountered no enemy resistance as they landed or
when they pushed forward to the west,

(4) At 1730H Company L received machine gun and automatic rifle
fire from an estimated twenty NVA at YD 060612. Company L returned the
fire, resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count) and five KIA (Probable).
One sub-machine gun was captured and one ,30 caliber machine gun was
destroyed, ‘ .

(5) At dusk on D+2, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were in
positions as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604,
(b) Company I - YD 076605,

(c¢) Company K - YD 065607,

(d) Company L - YD 049619,

(e) Company M - YD 049622,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

(g) Division Reconnaissance (1) - YD 080597.

(h) Division Recomnaissance (2) - YD 066605,

(1) Force Reconnaissance - YD 092619,

b, DH3 - 19 July 1966

(1) There was little contact during the morning of D+3, At
O€50H Company L received three 60mm mortar rounds at YD 049619,
Company M at YD 043623 found two additional bodies from the action of
D+2. At 08L45H Company I found a seven round clip of ammunition on a
trail at YD 071597,

(2) During the afternoon of D+3 contact was made by Company L
at YD 045625 with a NVA Platoon armed with sutomatic weapons, Company T
returned fire and killed four NVA (Body Count) with two WIA (Confirmed).
They captured two automatic weapons and one rifle., At 1408H, Company
K brought fire to bear on three NVA's at YD 058608, resulting in one
WIA (Confirmed) and three captured hand grenades, At 1815H Company K
at YD 049605 found one dead NVA believed to have been wounded in an

Enclosure (2) ‘ .
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garller action, The soldier was armed with a new sémiz automatlc rlfle
in exceéllent condition: Also in the area wes a large cache of packs*
e"lpment, supplles, rice, ammo and uniforms = all. new~ At dusk oh .
D+8, Battajlon Landlng Team unlts were in p051tlons as Follsws}

- (a) Battallon Landing Team Command Post = YD O836OL:

(b) Company I - ¥D 0705963
(c) Company K - 1D 051505;
(4) Company L = YD 039617
(&) Company M = YD 039617:
() Batteéry F = ¥D 117579,

(8) Division Reéonnaissance (1) = YD 0B0597;
(1) Division Reconnaissandé (2) - YD 066605:
(1) Foreé Retonnaissance = YD 092619y

(b) During the night of D+3, thére was nd enemy contact by
any unlts of the Battallon Landlng Team,

"E;- B&ﬁ;—w2uwduly.¢966~

(1) At First light on D+4 all Battallon Landing, ‘“':
Tresumed séarch and destroy operations west in thel” E
Réconnaissance eleménts of Battalion Landlng Tesm 3/ :7
operatlonal control of Reconnaissarce Group Bravo at O7OOH 13 perform
missions as- dlrected in support of Task Force Delta operatlons°

N (2) At 0645H a Company L Observation Post 3t YD OBééZéﬂfl”ga on
four NVA but reportéd no results; At 0915H Compahy L. comp?eted;deé“ :
tructlon of the NVA Headquarters located at YD OLOéZ@ (At O9A5H Cormips
‘M_at YD 028616 brought three NVA under fire; leTlng onek' Tha others
fled to the northwest, :

three, capturlng two, and woundlng one;
81te of a Reglmental Command Post

kllled one NVA at YD 03061L° At 1300H ah H&S. Comp . discovere
. a bivouac site at YD 098619 containing propaoanda Hat8ria18: THS area

- » : o ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁiﬁn
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appeared to be .a receptlon center for incoming NVA troops. At 1610H
Company K discovered a second bivouac area containing over three hundred-
packs, a large quantity of equipment and mortar instruction manuals. At
1815H Company. L fired on and killed two NVA (Body Count) at YD 025610,
capturing two others; all were armed with hand grenades. At C100H a patrol

- from Company K ambushed an estimated ten to fifteen NVA at YD O415%96. A
daylight search of the area revealded no confirmed KIA,

(5) By dusk on D+4, Battalion Landing Team units were in p051t10ns
as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command -Post - YD 083604,

(p) Company I - YD 062589,

YD 03959%.

YD 023608,

(c) Company K

(d) Company L

(e) Company M - YD 025612,

(f) Battery F'— YD.117579.

(6) During the night of D+4, Company L at 2105H, ambushed an NVA
squad at YD 019609 resulting in three NVA KIA (Body Count), four NVA KIA
(Probable), and the capture of one .50 csliber machine gun, one automatic
rifle, and one anti-tank weapon.

d. D+5 - 21 July 1966

(1) A1l Battalion Landing Team companies continued their search
and destroy operations west through the assigned Battalion Landlng Team
TAOR,

(2) Company M at 0920H located prepared positions at YD 024618
and found TNT, C-4, blasting caps and other equipment, The areas contained
two hundred or more bunkers and shelter holes, as well as a hospitsl and
a mess hall., At 1520H, a Company K ratrol at YD 038592 made contact with
one NVA who withdrew under fire. At 1700H Company M discovered a Chinese
Communist mine detector at YD 028618, Also at 1700H two NVA bodies and
twelve graves were found in the same location. The casualties were ap-
parently caused by artl’lery flre, or an earlier contact with Company L
or Company M,
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(3) By dusk on D*E, Battalion Landlng Team units were in pos-
ition as follows:

(d) Battallon Lanolng Team Command Dost - YD 08360L

"(b) CompenJ I

- YD 0A3588
(c) Company K - YD 038595,
(&) Compeny L - YD 010607,

(¢) Company M - YD 023612,

(£} Battery F - YD 11?5?9;. T

€. D+6‘- 22 July 1966

(1) Contlnulng search and destroy operatlons to the west, com-
‘pany M reached Hill 314 {grid- square YD 0262), which 1nte771gence»
sources indicated was the site of a regimental Command Post. Search
revealed numerous fighting holes but.no abandoned eQulpment At 1300H
one, NVA soddier was fired on and kllled at YD 02h625, .one 7. 62mm seml— :
automatic rifle was recovered, .

(2) At 1545 Company M received heavy automatic weapons fire -and
a grenade bombardment from an estimated thrity to forty NVA in the vicinity
of YD 034625. Some of the NVA were wounded, -although an ARVN interpreter
repeatedly demended their surrendery resistance continued end Compeny M
overran the ‘position. The action resulted in twenty NVA KIA (Body Count)
and one ,30 caliber machine gun captured.

{3) While evacuating wounded from this action, Company M was
taken under fire from YD 034623, Petnrnlng fire, the enemy position’
was overrun and two NVA were k111ed (Body Count) and two automatlc
rifies. captured o .

(h) At 17OOH an ambush patrol of Company L. flred on four NVA in
the, vlclnlty of YD 025610. Shortly thereafter a sguad. from Company L
reinforced the patrol-and. continued thé action. . This encounter resulted
in four NVA KIA (Body Count); one NVA KIA (Probable), and one 7 62mm
seml—automatlc rlfle captured .

(5) At IBASH near: YD 026608 Company I encountered twelve to

flfteen NVA with automatic weapons., Fire was returned and the enemy
withdrew, ' o
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(6) nght positions on D+6 were as follows:
' ‘(a) Battallon Landlng Team Command Post - YD 083604,

(b) Company I - YD 019607.

YD 028612,

(c) Company K

(d) Company L - YD 005600,

(e) Company M - YD 034623,

ID 117579,

(f) Battery F

(7) In defensive positions at YD 005600, Company L at 20L5H re-
ceived ten rounds of incoming mortar fire. The firing ceased, then re-
sumed at 2210H., At this time, Company H, 2d Battalion, 1st Marines sight-
ed muzzle flashes, reporting their position to Battalion Landing Team 3/5.
Artillery fire directed on this target resulted in secondary explosions
and cessation of the firing. Company H reported definite destruction of
the mortar and three NVA KIA (Probable).

i fo D7 - 23 July 1966

: (1) Farly on D+7 at OOLOH Company M was again taken under fire
from YD 034625, Fire was returned resulting in two :NVA KIA (Body Count);
two NVA KIA (Probable); four WIA (Conflrmed), and one captured semi-
automatic rifle,

(2) At 0815H Company L fired on and kllled one NVA at YD 010605;
one Mauser rifle was captured

(3) At 1000H Company M sighted three NVA in a clearing_in the
vicinity of YD 033627, Friendly fire resulted in two NVA KIA (Body Count),
one. NVA WIA (Confirmed), and the capture of one Chinese sybmachine gun,

At the same t ime Company K discovered one dead NVA st YD 025611, who ap~
parently had dled as a result of artlllery or air strikes. '

(h) Companv I at 1105H 31ghted'two NVA near YD 018602, Fire was
delivered, resulting in the capture of one 57mm recoilless rifle with.
two rounds, one NVA KIA (Body Count), one NVA WIA (Confirmed) and one
NVA captive.,

(5) At 1530H Company K found one dead NVA in a stream bed, coord-
inates YD 029613, The soldier had died of bullet wounds and carried no

weapon,
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(6) At 1555H Company I discovered a large equipment cache at.
YD 097607, In the immediate vicinity was one NVA soldier who surrendered
when: 51ghted - The cache contained two Chinese  submachine guns; one
AN/PRC 10  radio; forty-eight hand. grenadesy. fourteen plastlc gas. masks,f'
and-a. large store of ammunition and equlpment ' e

(7) At 1830H an outpost from the 107mm Mortar Batterv reported
,three to five. NVA in:the vieinity of YD 052624, Artillery fire seored
direct hits on the NVA p381t10n, resthlng in an estimated flve NVA-
gKIA (Probable) o _ o »
(8) nght p051t10ns on D+7 were as fo! lows

(a) Battallon Landlng Team Command Post - YD 80360u

H
;'»

e (b) Company YD 01 6609 °

W‘;
5

."(e) Cempany “‘YD 0286123

-~{d) Company-

=
t

YD 005600.

"YD‘03a623}

S

:{e)fcehpany»ﬁ

(f) BatLery F - YD 117579

1

(9) At 2230H Company L recelved sniper flre from D 005605.
Fire was returned, resultlng in one NVA KIA (Body Ccunt) and the capture
of one: Chlnese Communlst seml—automatlc rlfle. ‘

'tg; 8 . 2a July 1966

(1) At O7OOH on -IH& Company L was- approached at YD 005605 by two
NVA soldiers wearing camouflaged utilities and U.S, helmets. ‘Because of
the possibility they might be Marines, the SOldlLPS were a]lowed to con-
tinue their approach. The NVA opened fire and fled One was kllled but,
the other was able to make good an escape.

(2) At 1115H Company I discovered twenty-one NVA .bodies near
YD 016617, The bodies were 3 to 4 daJs old and had been found in the ¢
area of Company L's 202105H ambush . :

(3) At 1115H a patrol from the 107mm Mortar Battery encountered
four NVA near an enemy bivouac site .at YD 083614, They were brought
under fire, but no casualties were reported, The NVA. eoldlers were armed
with one Browning Automatic lele, two 30 callber carblnes, and one
9mm French submachlne gun. ST e i SRR .
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(A) At 1200H Company I made contact ‘with three NVA near YD 011616

on.a well used trail running north and south through the area, One’ NVA
- was killed and t wo were captured, along with two rounds of 82mm mortar

ammunition. Later, at 1215H, Company I was brought under fire in the
vicinity of YD 013616, Small arms fire was received from both sides in
addition to incoming mortar rounds. Preliminary irterrogation of captives
indicated a force of one hundred NVA positioned near Hill 314 (YD 022622);
that another ninety~-five were moving north 500 meters from the action; and
that mortar emplacements were located near YD 015629, Company I returned
fire but an accurate damage assesment was made impossible by the thick
vegetation, :

(5) At 1425H Company I received mortar and automatic weapons fire
while moving up a small draw at the base of Hill 362 (YD 011616). The
enemy advanced as close as thirty yards, but were repulsed by intense
fire from Company I, ,

e .

A f6) Two hours later, air strikes were directed by Company I at
YD 018623, At this time, all incoming mortar fire ceased. At 16LOH Com-
pany I attempted a medical evacuation of casualtles, but heavy flre forced
the helicopter out of the area.

(7). At 1705H Company I again recelved mortar fire. and moved to
p031t10ns hlgher on Hlll 362 (YD 011617).

(8) Mov1ng to the assistance of Company I, Company K at 1735H
made contact with thirty to forty NVA near YD 018614. Assaulting elements
of Company K killed six NVA (Body Count) and three NVA (Probable). :
(9) Night positions on D+8 were as follows::

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post ~ YD 083604.

(b) Company I - YD 011616,

(c) Company K - YD 018616,

(d) Company L - YD 005600.

.. {e) Company: M - YD 025636.

(£) Batiery F-= YD 117579,

(10) At 2010H artillery fire was directed at suspected mortar
posltlons near YD 021628, Two secondary explosions were okserved and
incoming mortar fire eeased in Company - ‘I's positions. It is estimated
. that two morvars of unknown caliber were destroyed, .
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(11) At 2130H a 107mm hortar BatterJ Observatlon Post toak an -
A ‘sqiiad Umder firé at vD 055606 It is estlmated that YRR

were kiltied. (Probable)
5 AL 2335H Company. M ‘wa's probed & YD 025636 By £ive NVA,
Flre ‘wa's returned~ rusultlng in an estlm tad twd NVA KIA (Probibled

DT9~—~25~JuLy~4966

AT it )

ix han qgrenades

¢ rlf’e it YD OTA627 “This d”magq
uTt of art171ery flre dlrected 1nﬂ6 ‘this area~the THEHE

rlfle, hand grenades, demo?1t10ns, and G 5}ms.‘

i) ‘:"

vn-,\é) By 1715H Companj T had"ompLetad_a patrol ‘se4pén” of th'
1 T ‘ s were Uha, “albig With” blood
Trag tralls 1ndlcat1ng thrlty-51x NvA- KIA (Probab?e)

(7) nght p031t10ns on'D+9 were as fOllOWS‘
(a) Battallon Tandlng Team Command Post - YD 0B3661.
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(b) CompanJ I

- YD 011616.

~(c)fCompany K - YD 011616.

(d) Company L - YD 011616,

(e) Company M -~ YD 020635,
(f) Battery F -

YD 117579,

i, DH10 - 26 July. 1966
(1) The 11th day of the operation was relatively quiet, with -
contact consisting chiefly of small probes, Company M joinzd Companies
I, K, and L in preparation for the foot novement to a newly assigned
TAOR (see Tab b).
(2) Night positions on D+10 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post — YD 08360%.

(b) Company I - YD 011616,
(e) Compary K - YD 011616,
(d) Company L.— YD 011616,
t(e) Company M -~ YD 011616,
‘(f) Battery F - YD {i7579.

J. D+11 - 27 July 1966

(1) Continuning to probe company p031tlons atop Hill 362, five
to six NVA attacked Company L at 0015H, .  The hand grenade and small arms
attack was repulsed with unknown resultSa

(2) After conducting"intensive~aif strikes and artillery prep-
aration, C-mpanies I, K, L, and M moved by f~~t westward to designated
positions in the new TAOR, The Battalion Landing Team Command Post
displaced by helicopter, o - ' '

(3) At 0815H on the 27th GCompany L received sniper fire from

two NVA at YD 011617, Fire:was returned, resulting in one WVA KIA (Body
Count) and one NVA captive, Also captured were two Chinese submachine guns.
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{4) At 1100H Company M was approached at YD 014617 by a Montanz
ard farmer who had been forced to work’ for the NVA and now wantedqto
surrender. He was accordlngly taken prlsoner and returned to hlgher '
-headaqy :rters for 1nterrogat10n.» . : e SR

(5) No other contact was reported durlng the march~ night
‘p051t10ns on D+11 were as fOllOWS‘

:(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - XD 979585,

XD 989596,

(b) Compeny I

{¢) Company K

1D 997595
XD 988593.

(d) Company 1
- -{e) Company M - XD 995597

XD 117579

‘w(f) Battery F

of three al 'llghts bllnklng on and off near YD 985606 t ;
d thst these llghts were aimlng dev1ces for mortars, ar -llery ag
;d at the target Two secondary exp1051ons resulted and 1t is est-
ﬂlmated at least three NVA were killed

K. D+12 - 28 July 1966
{1) The following companies conducted search and destrov Oper—
ations agalnst NVA Forces in the grld squares 1nd1cated'

(A

(b) Company L - XD 966C.
(c) Company M - XC 0860 XD 9960, and XD 0060

(2) At 1215H Ccmpany M found a cache at XD 99959? of enemy equlp—w
ment as follows ~one machine gun barrel case, one bayonet scabbard,
map. case,. four blankets, six ponchos,’ forty—one swealt shlrts, tivedy -

' of khak1 unlforms, six undershlrts, twelve drawers, four pairs of socks, .
flve r;ce bags, five hammocks, two pairs of sneakers, one canteen, one
‘ammo maga21ne w1th one hundred: flfty 7 62 rounds, forty feet detonatln
cord,- and two hundred pounds of TNT, - The area had. four’ defensive holes
but” was unoccupied., ‘
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(3) At 1315H Company M found another cache at XD 999593 which
included fourteen sweat shirts, eighty-four trousers, eighty-one khaki
shirts, nine hand grenades, thrity hammocks, five bags medical supplies
and forty drawers., The area had been used for one or two days before
discovery. :

(4) At 1400H Company K received ten to twenty rounds of sniper
fire in the vicinity of XD 987592 from three or four NVA, Company K
returned the fire with unknown resulis; enemy fire ceased.
(5) At 1605H Company L made contact with four or five NVA snipers §
at XD 965603. Artillery was directed against this location., A search of
the area revealed no trace of the enemy.

(6) At 1815H Company I moved into the Battalion Command Post area
to provide Command Post security and assume the mission of Battalion Reserve, \

(7) Night positions on D+12 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - XD 979505.

(b) Company I - XD 979585, _
(c) Company K - XD 987592, , ;
(4) Company L - XD 98559L. . 1
(e) Company M - XD 994598,
(£) Battery F - YD 117579,

1.. DH13 - 29 July 1966 !

(1) At 09154 Company K (the lead element) commenced movement .
toward Landing Zone BLUZJAY (vicinity XD 983563) for subsequent helilift
to USS PRINCETON. Other units following in trace were elements of H&S .
Company, and the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor Transport Battalion. E
Company: I provided rear security on the march, The helilift was completed

by 1610H, ' _ Y‘"
}  '(2)>Battery F commenoed_helift from vicinity YD 117579 at 0900H 1
to USS PRINCETON and were transported by boat from PRINCETON to USS \

ALAMO,

(3) During the afternoon the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor

lransport Battalion, and Companies I and K were transported by boat from
the USS PRINCZTON to assigned shipping.
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&éllvered ustlmate, fifteen NVA KIA (Probable), oné 82mm mortar B
destroyed and ohe’ 12, 7mm machlne gun destroyed (Probable)

(5) Durlng 2 search conducted by Company-ﬂ a trall elgh% toQt '
-0

donmunlcations Wire 1nstalled throur'hout 1ts 1ength

(""6*)“ N:Lghf oSitions of D13 were as follows:
P
("af‘)'\" Bittalion Landin £ Tean Command Post = XB 9'?956@5
& :
(‘:"55)’: CSm’"pwén"y’" L = XD 9855%

(&) company M = XD 987591

v,

i IjﬁﬂiJfZ£~i-4i_ g?d?‘_Jii%:Ey’ .119?66“* :

shlpplngi

. (2) The* Spec1al Landlng Force reverted to The dperational sontnel
of* Contfiznder Task Group 76,5 at 1515H :

.
6.'.—; . Results’
o T A 1A s
a,s Znemy

(1) The follow1ng fs' an assessment of NVA personnel casualties
inflicted by Battalion Landing Té&am: 3/5 :

(&) NVA: KEA (Body Cotint) - 155,
(¥) NVA KIE (Probable) = 167..
(¢) NV WEA' (Confirmed) = 12%

| ©(d) NVA WIA (Péssible) - L8 ¢ S L |
’ | Fholosure ( )
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(e) NVA CAPTTVE - 7. (2 dled of wounds after 1nterrogatlon)

(2)'The follow1ng is a comp11atlon of enemy equlpment and material
captured and/or destroyed by Battallon Landing Team 3/5:

(a) 47 ~ Soviet 7.62 Assault Hifle AK-47.

(b) 7

Mauser Chinat 7.62,
(c) 2 -~ Soviet RP6 Gernade Launchers.

(d) 2 - US M-14 Rifles.

(e) 3 = .30 caliber Machine Guns,
(f) 2 = .50 caliber Machine Guns.,
(g) 2 - Soviet Carbine, M194L,

(h) 22 - Soviet 7.62 Carbine SKS,

(i) 3 - Soviet EPD 7.62 light Machine Guns.
(j) 2 ~ 57mm Recoiless Rifles,

(k) 2 - US M-3 .45 caliber Submachine Guns,
(1) 1 - Mine Detector, VIM203,

(m) 3 - 82mm Mortars.,

(n) 1 - 12.7mm Heavy Machine Guns.

(o) 28,553 Rounds, small arms ammunition,

(p) 9,700 - Rounds, 12.7mm ammunition.

(q) 369 - Hand gernadéé.

(r) 6 - spare .30 caliber Machine Gun barrels.
(s) 75 - Entrenching tools.,

(t) 1,020 - Electric blasting caps.

(u) 132 - Pounds TNT,

18
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(v) 1 - AN/PRC-10 Radio
{(w) 1 ~ Field Phone

(x) 21 - 82mm Morta?s39pn§s
(y)‘17l~ 60mmn Mortar Rounds
(z) 22 -~ LAWS

(aa) 1 - Claymore mine

{bb) 5 -Anti Tank Rockets

(ec) 235

- (dd) 898 - Khaki uniform shirts

Yards Comm wire

g (££) 810

Khaki uniform trousers

1

Packs wi§h %quip@9nt

shelter halfs .. ..

(hh) 297 - Pair "Ho Chi Minh ¥ sandals
(41) 41 - Pair Sneakers

(33) 269 - Nachete Knives

(kk) .10 Map cases

(1) 114 - Mosquito nets
:(mm):88;—¢P£e§surezpullztyp¢ fuses.
(nn) 223 - ‘Ponchos. .

(00) 55 - Pounds medi¢ai §§ﬁpiiei,

(pp) 76
(aq) 33,
(rr)

(ss) 11 - 57mm Recoilless Rifle rounds

® . % . . .. . -Enclosure (2)
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(tt) 28 - Gas masks.

(uwu) 7 - Canvas wespon bags‘(Sme,mortar).
(vv) 3 - Helmets,

(ww) 173 - Hammocks

(xx) 1 - Splicer.

(yy) 1 - Crimper.

(zz) 1 - Hand drill.
(aag),l5 - Antitank mines,

’ (bbb) 450 - pounds documents, diaries, and letters.

b. Friendly

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-
ed below: . .

(a) Killed in Action - 48, -
L Gunshot - 42,

2 Shrapnel - 6.

(b) Died of Wounds - 3.
1 Gunshot - 2.

2 Shrapnel - 1.

(¢) Wounded in Action - 162,
1 Gunshot - 25,

2 Shrapnel - 137,

(d) Deaths, Non-Baittle - 2.
1 Shrapnel - 1. |
2 Malaria ~ 1.

- (e) Non-Battle Casualties - §8, | ) ‘
1 Heat - 20. ' ARASSYTIND
2 Injuries and Miscel’aneous - 78,

20
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