DECLASSIFIED )

A . . il
o P ‘ HEADQUARTERS ‘
L "~ 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FIMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

i 3/RJIM/dab
e S S \“ hLjise _ 5750

1 January 1968

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commending General, lst Merine Division (Rein)
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th Maerines

Subj:

Command Chronology for period 010001H to 312400E Dec 19€7,

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2A
(b) FMF Pac0O 5750.8
(¢) Div0o 5750.2B

Encl: 3}1) Command Chronology Report
o (2)

W
Operation Summ ry for Operation 33-67 Y
S
1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and <
(c) the Command Chronology for the month of December 1967 is oy
hereby submitthd, P %
_ PV RS
-,Cfizi;§;/3%:) §
" R. C, WISE
By direction
g-,5@$a
i. 004-68 |
Fcorvs i of % qopms o
3
&
® 2
fLES 3
STH MAR S3C FILES 2

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR
INTERVALS;

:mczAssmmszuvﬁn12YimﬁsAn$
DOD DIR 5200.10 T

1981 D3¢

DECLASSIFIED



EEADQUAPRTERS
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Frencisco, California 96602

DECLASSIFIED

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
010001H to 312L,00H Bec 1967

INDEX

PART I - Organizational Data
PALRT II = Narrative Data
PART III - Sequential Listings of Significant Events

_ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSTIFIED -

PART I
ORGANIZAT IONAL DATA

DES IGNAT ION 1 C OMMANDER PERIOD COVERED

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines LtCol W. K. ROCKEY
SUBORDINATH UNITS

H&S Co : Capt R. J. MARNELL
Co I Capt H. KOLAKOW3IKI Jr
Co K Capt L. W, FARMER
Co L Capt J. D. NIOTIS
PY Co M Capt J. E. MITCHELL
STAFF OFFICERS
X0 | Maj R. C. WISE
s-1 1stLt J, W. EORTON 1-12 Dec 1967
W0 J. S. BISESI 13 Dec 1967
S=2 lstLt D, R. DUNAGAN 1-21 Dec 1967
WO J. W, BEVIER 22 Dec 1967
S=3 Maj P. E. SHAW 1~22 Dec 1967
Capt G. ¥, BOWERS 23 Dec 1967
S-l lstLt F. W. SMITH
‘ S=5 | 1stLt G. E. OVSLEY ~ 1-7 Dec 1967
o ‘ Capt J. L. FERNULNDEZ 8 Dec 1967

AVERAZLE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USIMC | USN
OFF  ENL  OFF  ENL
37 111 o > 19

ENCLOSUIRE._(1)
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMARY

Battalion infantry-officer strength received its largest
input of the year with the joining of 10, 03 Officers during
December. Personnel turnover in key bi'lets wes £t 1ts worst
with 8-1, S=2, S~3, and S=5 billsts changing hands.,

Battalion Intelligence prepared information on enemy activity
in the form of ‘intelligence estimates for battalion and
Company size operations,

tie enemy continued to work in cells of thrse to seven and
their activity included smiping, 36 wmining incidents, and
demolition of & brid.e and culverts along highway #1.

The Battalion completed three search and elear operations,
one ¢ordon and search operation, and one Coimany size river .
‘ search operction,  IAtensive patrolling of the Rocket Belt has
continued., The Battalion is at present conducting Operation
AU3URN. See Enclosure (2).

A shortage of AN/PRC 25 antennas reduces communication %
copabilities., Antennas are in a NORS status.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART III
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i) AQRAEIEN
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SEQUENT IAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Topics

(a) Personnel and Administration

(1) The Battalion began the month of Decermber wth an
on board strength of 32 Marine Officzrs, 1118 Merine Enlisted,
2 Navy Officers, and 45 Navy Enlisted. The current on board
strength is U0 Marine Officsrs, 1217 Merine Enlisted, 2 Navy
Officers, and 52 Navy Enlisted,

(2) Two Mrrine Officers are TAD (in excess of 30 -days).
The current effective strength of the Battalion is 35 Marine
Officers and 1292 Marine Enlisted,

. (3) Scventy-six Marine Enlisted are scheduled for
rotation during Januery 1968 as shown helow:

MOS NUMBER

0141
03 5
2369
2511 | .
2531
2533
252
2591
3051
3371

(4) Criticel MOS Shortages are shown below:

W W D =3\t

MOS ML OH SHORTAGE -
0302 34 3 1 Maj, 3 Lt
0%02 1 0 1l Captain
2015 1 0 1 Corporg i
2867 1 0 1 s/Sgt
0369 30 19 1 M/Sgt, LGySgt, 6 SSgt
CASUALTIES

KIa

WIA

WIANE

NCH-FHOSTILE

DAT
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(1) Porsonnel

(a) Orgonic. Durlng the month of December
the Battd ion Intelligence/Scout Section lost one scout, Cpl
0311 end one Intelligence Assistant, Szt 0311, to normal
rotetinon and joined 3 scout trainees, two PFC?s 0311 and one
Cpl 02311, veplacement.

(b) Attachments, During the previous month two
dog teams were aitached, one being withdrawn due to wounds
received in the field., The IT personnel were withdrawn in
mid=-Decerbor and returned to Regiment. The remaining
attechments include two MP!s, an ITT team and four scout/
sniper teams,

v (2) Informstion Collection, The main informetion
. - collection/target acquistion efforts during the month of
Decamber were dirscted Samard the enalysis of activities
and the continuation of the terrain studies of operationesl
areiSe

(3) Intelligence Reporting, During December, the
S=2 Section has prepared information on enemy activity in
the form of intelligence estimetes for bettclion and company
size operations. The Battalion S-2 conducted not less
than one battalion command and staff intelligence briefing,
end small unit briefings each day.

(L) Enemy Activity.,

- (2) Disposed in the TAOR, the local, somifixed
. Viet Cong bave 250 to 300 men and women undesr arms, These
. local guerriilas have been found to be organized into cells
' of from 3 to 7 members for the conducting “of most activities,

(b) The local Viet Cong have continued their
ectivity in sniping, 36 mining incidonts, end demolition of
bridpe and culverts along highway #1.

(¢) The only known perm&nently locatad enemy
force in the TLOR is °° :
the Dien Ban locel force COdany whlcn is also known es Q.62
Compeny and tho Q.lS Company.

(di The locel force and guerrillas that operate
in the TAOR generally remain in cell size groups to avoid
susricion but they are capnble of combining to form reinforced
squads,

(5) LRVN Attochments. The Battalion S-2 Scction
joined onc ARVN interpreter in mid-Decomber. Presently
threoe interprcters ai¢ employed in support of Combat operatlans
ond one is utilizcd in the S~5 progrem.

hd s v
]
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ik Corsons, The Battelion presently has filve
Kit Carson Scouts and cne Kit Carson Trainee. During December
the Kit Carsons have proven themselves on operctions with this
Battalion., On the last operation two Kit Carsonls were wounded
in the field and med-evaced; they aie expected to return
to duty within one to two weeks.

(7) Enemy Losses. The enemy suffered the following
casualties as a result of action this month: _

KIA (C)
KIA (P) 13 (Shown only for December;
WIA (C) n omitted thereafter)

DZITAINEES L5

(8) Weather,

(e) Rain totsl as of 27th was 8.33 in.

(b) Tomp; avorase high 705 hverage low (l.

(c) Light: gverege sunrize 1¢é5l; aversge sunset 0529
¢d) Winds; the wind renge from 5 to 10 knots.

(9) Terrsin., See Command Chronology for period
010001H Oct 67.

(10} Account of mnemy Eguipment Captured or Destroyed.
The largeeb Tind was the locanicn of ¢ mine factory ond rice
thrashing site loustod in the AT 98¢1 grid arez. Found
were engine perts and on engine, vats of 50 gallons capecity,
500 pounds of chercoal, c:r bautorles, tuhing, pipes, and cther
goar which wes destroyed. _

ENCLOSURE (1)

l U ot
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ce JIraining

(1) Training included lecturcs, demonstratlons, and/or application
in the following subjects:

(a) Starlight Scope
) . (b) Weapons Safety
| (¢) Space Heater
(d) Radio procedures
(e) Spot reports
(f) Lighting procedures for the monsoon season
. ‘ (g) FO & FAC procedure
' (h) Care and cleaning of M-16
(i) Med Evac procedures
(j) FAM firing of individual and crew served weapons

(2) Additimal classes for offlcers and staff NCOs were held on
Weapons Safety,

(3) The organization conducted six indoctrination schools. Classes
on FO/FAC procedures, and on the care, cleaning, maintenance, and safety of
the M=16Al Rifle are included in the school syllabus.

(4) K11 units Fam fired their individual weapons at least twice
this month. All crew served weapons have been fired.

(5) Personnel attended the following schools:
{(a) CAG School
(b) BEmbarkation School
(c) NCO Leadership School
(@) Ammo Tech School
(¢) Infantry Weapons Repair Course

(f) Vietnamese Ianguage School

!wmv—'qu:
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(h) Civic Action hdoctrination Course 1

ds Operations
(1) At 011015H assumed OPCON Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines,
(2) At OL1330H Company L departed Operation No Name 97.
(3) At 020845H Company M departed Operation No Name 97,

() At 020945H Alpha Command Group, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Marines departed on Operation No Name 97,

(5) At 021100H gommenced Operation No Name 97.

(6) At 061150H Chopped Commany E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines to
parent unit,

(7) At 061205H the Alpha Command Group, Companies L & M returmed
Combat Base terminating Operation No Name 97.

(8) At O71000H 1st plt Co I OPCON 5th Marine Regiment security.

(9) At OBL4OOH 2nd plt Co L OFCON 1st Marine Division, \,

(10) 4t 091046H 81 mortar platoon while registerin defens&.ve fires |
on Ha Dong Bridge had (1) one short round of WP, Results %l) one WIA medevad-

N\
hY

(11) At 100900H Company K departcd to conduct river search 5.pera.t10n. '
(12) At 110930H 2nd plt Company L returned from Rough Riders,
(13) At 120930H Company K returned from river search.

(14) 4t 140715H the Alpha Command Group, Companies K & L depa.rted
on Operation JUNCTION,

(15) At 141,00H Company K rcturned from Opera.tion JUNCTION.

(16) 4t 1,1510H the Alpha Command Group returned from Operation
JUNCT ION, : ;

(17) At 162205H 81 mortar plt firing a mission had one 8lmm HE
round short, BResults werc 3 KIis, 35 WlAs.

(18) 4t 180630H Alpha Commend Group, Companiecs K & M departed on
cordon and search operation.
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{19t 180840H Company F, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5,
(20) At 181000H Company H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5,

(21) At 181050H Companies F & H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
chopped to parent unit,

(22) 4t 181655H Operation cordon & search terminated.
(23) At 201355H 1st plt Company I returned from Regimental sceurity.
(24) 4t 211200H 2nd plt Company K chopped to 3/5 from III MAF,
(25) 4t 230530H Company E & G, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON 3/5, .
- (26) 4t 231130H Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5.
‘ ‘ (27) - At 231210H- flpha Command Group, Company K departed on operation,

(28) it 2&17OOH thopped Companies E & G, 2nd -Battalion, 5th Marines
=7 --to--parent .unit,.

- (29) At 242700 Chopped Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
- “‘bo-parent unit,

':“ T -(30) it 2,1700H Alpha Command Group-and Company K returned from
.. bperation,

e (31) At 2715000 Company E, 2nd Battalion,.Brd.Marines OFCON 3/5..- - ..

e (32) it 280835H AMpha Cormand Group, Company~ I 'and Company E md* e
T ’ Battallon, 3rd Marmes departed Operation AUBURN, R

. (33) “Operation AUBURN in progress-from 280835H and continuing, See -
After Action Report to be submitted upon termination of operation,

es JArt illerv Support

(1) Battery F, 2/11 was in direct support of this Battalion dur:mg
Decenber. .

(2) Battery W, 3/11 supported this Battalion during the time &
.,,,Batterv was displacing on 31 December 1967.

(3) Battery F supported combined operations during 1-6, 14 and

18 December 1967.from previous posistions and is supporting Operation AUBURN
from Dien Ban and Hill 55.

5 e
7 UNCLASSIFIED
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(4) There are four Artillery Officers aséigned to this Battalion,
Company I has an enlisted Forward Observer,

Durlng December, 57 air strikes were
conducted in support of tactlcal orerations of which 50 were in support
of Operation AUBURN v

(2) Helicopter Support
(a) 57 Medevacs, inluding 11 emergency medevacs.
(b) One assault landing with helicopter gun suppert,
; ' (¢) 14 visual recomnaisance flights.
. (3) Fixed Wing Observation Supports. 14 missions (observation and

artlllery/an' by AO!s). On Operation AUBURN each day wns considered as one
mission -due to almost constant presence of 40 on station.

(4) Personnel, There were two AIO/FiC Officers assigned to the
Battalion, Sufficient trained persomnel were available to provide radio
teams at company and battalion level,

g. Communications

(1) Means

(2) Primary means of comrmnications within the Battalion werc

AN/PRC 25 radios. upproxi's:n,tc-ly 10 to 15 percent were not available due to

required repair work, ‘vailable asscts hove boan completely cormitted and
-31l requirements for. .N/"RC—ZSS met,

(v) Teletype communications to senior units has been both by
radio relay and landline. landline has bccome primary with radio relay as
backup, Total down time, based on 24 hours usage daily, was approximatcly

(¢) All communications equipment has been inspected and
action taken to correct any operational discreparcies.,

(d) A complete administrative inspection has been completed
and corrective action is taking place in the arcas of connnunlcatlcns supply
and required records for the maintainence of equlpncnt. ;

(2) Problem Jireas. The effectiveness of the AN/PRC 25 radio is
- becoming seriously impaired by the lack of proper antennas. PRC-6 antennas
have bcen modified to fit, but on frequenclos below 47 mes power output is

10
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reduced tc'). a h:"Lgh degree. Current requisitions for these systems are in a
NORS status. '

h, logistics

(1) General. The overall logistical status of the Battalion is
satisfactory: accounts are in the process of being reconciled and shortages
of equipment are being reguisitioned,

(2) Supply

(2) Battalion Supply initiated a program for the reconciliation
of M6il Rifles and also for the inspection of MAO Machineguns, both of which
are accomplished weckly. In addition, all Table of Equipment (T/E) defic-
iencies have been placed on requisition, ‘

(b) 4 Battalion Supply SOP was drafted and distributed.
. Disposition is being made on excess and any unscrviceable gear. Allowance
- lists and component parts lists were prepared and distributed to each
responsible account,

(¢) The Battalion received one Refrigerating Mechanism, Houschold
from the redistribution of assets of the lst Ant_itank Pattalion,

(3) lMotor Transport. On 8 December Gunnery Sergeant R. C. SIMPSON
reportcd aboard as the new Motor Transport Chief. On 16 and 17 December a
school was held on 422.1 Mighty Mites and M274 Mules, Twenty-four licenses
were issued at the completion of the training periods Every vehicle that
needed paint hhs been taken to lst FSR and repainted. Motor Transport
received two additional MIOL trailers on special allowance by the redis-
tribution of assets of the lst Astitonk Battalion,

(1) Construction. Fhginecrs continue to improve internal road .
. network and road drainsge. They are also continuing in alleviating the
problems of standing water by using fill, In addition, they are near the
completion of reinforcing the observation towar to prevent sinking and
leaning,

ie Civic Action

o (1) MedCaps. A total of 1,059 Vietnamese were treated at the
Battalion MedCap station, Two mobile MedCaps were held, one in Thang

Quit, where 150 Victnamesec were treated, ond one in Bo Mung, where 228
were treatedes

(2) Psyops. 4 total of 22,400 Psyops leaflets were hand distri-
buted by Marines of this Battalion, Extensive use of lrmed Propaganda
Teams and loudspeaker teams resulted in 254 hours of Psyops broadeast time,
The themes of the leaflets and broadeasts were, Chieu Hoi, rewards, health
and sanitation, Also a new lecaflct was introduced explaining why Zmericans
are in Vietnam, T

DECLASSIFIED



(3) Village Officials. A meeting of the GVN Officials of Dien
Ban District and the Battalion S5 Officer was held on 17 December 1967,
at the Battalion CP, 4is a result of this mecting the Village Chief of
Ky Minh gave the Battalion a list of all VC organizations and names of VC
in his village. /{nother meeting is planned for 7 Jdamuary 1968,

DECLASSIFIED 7

(1) Serious Incidents. One Serious hcident was investigated by
the Battalion S~5 Officer. The incident involved a Vietnamese girl who
was wounded during a fire fight in which Marines were involved.

_ (5) Civil iffeirs issistance, During December S-5 distributed a
total of 500 lbs of rice and 50 lbs of soap to nesdy Vietnamese. A total
of 550 Christmas bags were given out to Vietnamese children throughout -
the TAOR. b

- (6) Incidents of Special Tterest, Oh 12 December 1967 a smll
. Vietnamesc girl wes brought to 3/5!s CF with wounds in both hands, It was
determined that she had fallen on an enemy booby trap, Her father made \
a taped statement denouncing the VC&hwhich was used to make aerial broad- !

casts in the girl's home villeoge. e girl wns medevaced to Danang,

(7) Projects. Two self-help projects are in the planning stages,
They are: a school building in the villaze of Vinh Kuong and a market
place in the village of Thanh Troung. Material for a way station has been
given to the 51lst ARVN Regiment but no construction has been started, A
second way station is in the rlanning as soon as the first is completed.

2« Chronology of FBvents

2-6 December ~ Conducted scarch and destroy operation,

10-12 December - Capt Je ie FERN.NDEZ assigned duties as S-5,

‘ 13 December - WO ;I_. 8. BISESI assigned to duty as S~l, ’
1}, December — Conducted search and destroy operation, 1
18 December -~ Conducted cordon and search operaion, E ‘
22 December ~ WO J. W. BEVIER assigned to duty as S-2. -A

{
23 December -~ Capt G. W, BOWERS assigned to duty as S-3,
23=2l, December

Conducted search and destroy operation. (See Mcl 2) . {

28-31 December Conducting Operation AUBURN

DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS -
.3rd Battalion, 5th M'armes

st Marine Division (Rein) FIMF
,n F‘ranclsco, California 96602

3/GWB/plb
1300 B
27 December 1967 |

- -
gm

OOI 68 ’%’

23-2h Decerlber 1967

2

at i 0% (Mang Nam Province, Republlc of Vietnam,
extreme southwest portlon of the 3/ 5 TAOR, _

Le Conrmand Headguarters. - See ‘I‘ask Orﬁranlzatlon

5 Task Organlzatlon
3_J_cd Battallon, 5th Marmes j-—)(Reln) . LtCol ROCKEY

a&s %_gm)_ oAt L&NELL
‘ ' Det Med Sect 1on y H&cS Co -
Arty In Tm, "F" Battery 2/11 o
A In T, 1st MAW : L TR
Co K gRem2 o ‘ ' Capt FARMER N AT '~‘"
A o R y 3oy DRLE Mano » "
. &lm. Mortar FO T HES 00, 3/5 | | \
D Arty RO Tmy wEN: Ba’otery 2/11 . — o | Y
. Det H&S €o, 3/5 (s-2 Scou‘b/lnterpreter Tm) . \
Det Co B, ]rst Eiglneer Bn o '
: by Capt CAHILL:
DOWNGBADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAI.S. o
- DECLASSIFIED. KFTER, 12:YEARS. | .
DOD DIR 5200 10
—_ _.L L = P S L E r s A]-, P S, e s it oyt
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SRR
1300
27 December 1967

It o -
Major DYER <
. Capt McKEE ) Y
v I S \\.
. . 811m mortar O Tm, S Co 2/5 S

Arty. FO. T "EY Battery 2/11 e
Det H&S 00 2/5 (S-2 Scout/lnterpreter Tm) ;

G'apt I‘BADOWS

©FIC ThONES G- 2/5 ' S '
' 8lmm mortar FO. Th, H&S €o 2/5 ' o L

Bty FO Tm-WEM Battery 2/1L | .
- Det HeS (b,u.

2/5 (5—2 Scout/i'nterpreter Tm) o .

) QO"I-'I, the Battqllon had dlrect artlllery support. from "WFN
".?nd Battalion, llth Marines, .

Q.:)MThe Battallon used artillery frcduently in night defensive
flres. 'lhere were 6 H& I/dlvermonory fire missions for a total of 50 rounds
in shpport:of., “h& operatlon. 'IHere were 10%cbserved- missions dur:mg which

Marines ahd ohe troop llfthhree companies )

.' m support ;of “th‘; Eabtallon. L
T

31 i3
CRe VLS
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27 December 1967

7. Intelligence

a., The enemy forces antiecipated in the ares of operation were not .
expected to exceed one VC Battalion and hamlet cells of less than 10 VC,
This intelligence was passed to the Battalion Commander, Staff and Unit !
Commanders in estimate, briefing ond overlay form,

b In addition to the foregoing estimate, the following cnemy units,
were identified as being in the general area of the operation or near enough
to pgssibly influence the action:

(1Y Llst Draftee Bn |
. (2 o015 _fgompany . .
(3) R~20th Bn '

c. Themy forces emcountered by the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines consisted ™
of a small VC force, platoon or smaller, No enemy unit identificationg were
developed- through field interrogations. '

de Ttelligence Gollection and Disseminstion

(1) Point where railroad bed and Highway #, meets, AT 995607 was
boobytrapped prior to our arrival there. Traps consisted of 7 punji traps with
steel. spikes, 1 boobytrapped M/9 round (pressure detonating), and 1 trip
stiek with explosive device. These devices were destroyed in position. A

(2) . V€ Propaganda leaflets were found in the area of Ha Nong AN
‘ Trung, BT 005568. 'Th'ere were four different types, and copies of each were
sent to Regimental S-2,° * =~ o ' : '

(3) Three ‘boats were found and destroyed.
8, Mission

The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines was assigned the mission to capture -
or destroy enemy forces and equipment in the AC,

Qe Concept of Operationg

On D~1 two companics pre-positioned at Hill 55 and two companies, one
rifle platoon and the Battalion Command Group pre-positicned in the 0056
grid square. - At first light, movement commenced to establish blocking _
positions By H-hour., Two companies moved on order to the LOD and commenced

search and destroy operations within their ZOA, . All units returned to their
parent unit by helocopter or motor march by. 1750 on D-day.(See Enclosure 1) .

| - : -. ' ".“'I “:\,("\.. [ \\

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

v -
=

> é
[ GRELASSIFIED

FY

1;00 -
27 December 1967

10, Ixecution

2, At 23121CH the Command Groupr, Comrany K and 2nd platoon Incia
Company commenced motor movement to junction of Highway #1 and Highway i#,
and rendezvoused with Comrany E 2/3.

b, it 2313/0H the Command Group, Company K, 2nd platoon Company I
and Comnany E, 2nd Sattalion, 3rd Marincs commenced foot merch from junction
of Highwey #1 ond Highway #l to assembly arca (grid 0056).

c. 4t 231450H Comrany E 2/3 at BT 014571 I\,ce:wcd one sniper round
frou t:cxe,lznc approximetely 300 meters loft flank at BT 01,568, Dispatched
' i’nc}f earn 4o scarch area, with negative. rbsults.
de 4t 231510H Commnnd Grour at DT 015571 received one smiiper round
froa treeline on left 11ank 2t BT 014548, India nlatoon scorched aves with
negative rcsults. ' N

‘es 4t 231510H Kilo Comrany at IT 004567 spotted & VC moving south \
at 001507. Fired at VC w:Lth anproximately 60 rounds 5,56, Scerch of
area revealed one blood trail, (1 VC WIa)(p).

(‘

f. it 231755H Comrany E 2/3 at 008567 rcceived L rounds sniper fire
from BT 000569. Searchcd arcs with negative results. ‘

g« b 231850H Comrany K 3/5 ambush natrol at RT 002563 received
apg’.*roxiﬁr tely 10 rounds small arms Trom DT 001562, which were inaccurate.
Fhemy fire recelved was arparentls reee= hv fire., Kilo wit did not return
fire, =nd contimued on aetivity,

he it 232040H 2nd 7latcon Tndis Company ambush &t BT 011567 received
one incomins grenade., Leturned 50 MO rounds, 40O rowids M6, Results
2 USMC WIi, Searched ares with ncgative rosults,

i, it 24L0030H Comwany % 2/3 detached movenent outsige perimeter.
One M79 round wes fired towsrd suspected movement., Heard cries, "Don't
fire anymorel, and "so.»aeum, has been wounded!, Searchul arca at first
light with nezative results. ' ‘

jo 4t 240110B Comrany K (ambush) rcccnveﬁ 1 incoming grenade rcsult:mr:
in 1 USMC tia,. "“\’.eturncc’ 5 M9 rounds rndt 40 M6 rouads, Scarched area at
first lJ;‘hL, with negative rcsulss.

k. it :>:,08151T Corrany G /,/571 t AT 976566 observed 2 VO swimming

across river from cast to weste Tired 3 LiiWS, 100 7.62 rovnds and as VC
reached wost side of viver ther entered Lreclme. . Mo apparent results,

| UMW@

L e

i
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1. 4t 2408501 at AT 993562 leading elements of Comrany E 2/3
tripped a booby trap (home made C~ration tvme), One Marine wes knocked down by
hlast but not injured.

m, 4t 2,0855H at AT 984783, Comrany E found A boats, fishing type,
hidden in brush along river. Destrow:d boats,

n. At 200755 Compony E 2/5 ot T 985581 saw 3 VO in high grass
coming toward friendly nositions. Fircd & rounds 5.5, anany broke
contact ond fled to Southwest. Sceorched aren and found blood stains
in srass along a trail. (1 VC ¥I4)

‘ 0. 4t 24103CH Company X at AT 980563 (lcading element of swrep
. team) received 10 rounds S/u weapons fire and 20 rounds automatic
weapons fire from ap*roxv«telv 3 VC in cdense grass at AT 97956144
Retwrned 50 S/A M-16 rounds, 700 rounds M-60 MG and 5 M-79 rounds.
Search of ares revealed cne distinct blood trail. (1 VC ¥Ii)

. .. . 4 \
Pe At 341010H the Co mand Groun discoverded 7 punji rits at \
AT 993577, Punji pits wore destroyed in place, "-\_

q. At 241050H coordinates 978570 Company K fownd one booby trap
0mm mortar with 150 trip wire, Trip wire was across a traii., Dlew
in place,

r. At 2,1200H at AT 998558 T Compeny 2/5 discovered three friendly
2,751 rockets and cvlindrical carrying pod believed to have accidently
become detached from aircroft. Igincers destroved in place.

‘ S. 4t 92,17(‘0 Commanr E 2ad Dattalion, 3rd Marines chopred to
mrant wit,

te At 20,17CG0H Cozi‘xp,of,ny B and Coinma nv G 21’1c Battalion, 5th Marines
chopred to parent unit.: ‘ '

U. At 2!.5,17 OCH Co mand Group and 2nd Platoon India Compeny displaced
to Combat Das ' . ‘

v. Ab "11750H Company K rwvrnec’ to Combeat Base.
11, R_esults
. Feny.
(1) TotLI conf eréc- enemy casualties wcrc 3 WlA.

(2) The corpilation of enemy ecuipment and
or destrored is included in paragraph 7d.

rial c~ptu1"ed

b, Friendly- 3 WIA
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12. Jdministration. There were no- significant administrasive problems or
occurrances on the operztion.

13, Commender!s /Mnalysis

a, The motor march from the Battalion Patrol Defense Base to the
junction of National Routes One and Four took one hour and 24 minutes, This
inordinate amount of time was primarily due to an unusually hlgh traffic
density on foute One,

b. Security consciousness among small unit leaders lapsed on certain
occasions during the operstion.

ce Few enemy were encountered in the area of operations, This was
probably due to extensive H&I fires in the arca.

1lhe -Recommendations

a. That liaison be effected with the Division Motor Transport Officer
to determine if and when convoys are scheduled along the motor march route.
Unit motor marches could then be planned for reriods of minimum traffic.

be Unit leaders at all echelons must stress' and enforce all possible
securitv measurecs,

tal
¥

freguent com“a', slze operations are an
e of operntiods to the enemy and should

g, BExtensive H&I fires snd
effective nmeans of denying the arcs
be continued,

LY
i

: s i"'//hf’
Foe swiii st e R. C. WISE
By direction’
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be Item - Selection of Target Areé

(1) Discussion ~ The target arca selected included
a water barrier which divided the Z0L botween the Ranger TF
end Marine units. The river also served as a FCL/WEL which
In this particular operation proved to be very essential..
However, when ARVN Rangers retired from the A0 at 271630H,
the river provicded the VC with excellent sniper positions and
limited considerebly the maneuverability of the Marine unit.

(2) Recommendations. That the target area Le small
enough so that the forces avalleble cen effectively cordon it
off and should include any barriers which bound it. One
Company can effectively cordon and scarch an arca approx1mately
- 500 meters sguare and twn companics 800 meters square.

c, Item - Establlshlng the Cordon.

(1) Discussion. Tc achieve maximum effectiveness from
the cordon, it must completely surrcund the target arca and
it should bs accomplished swiftly and with complete surprise
~to gain meximum effect. Once again, the target must be selec~
ted so as to lend itself for the cordon., The cordon does not
have to be immediately arcund the target but can be positioned
so as to cover the terget area by firc and obscrvation.

(2) Recommendation. Use helicopters whenever avail-
eble to position condon 8Etly and completely. If foot move=-
ment is required to position cordon, move into position prior
to first light, Establish a complete e¢ncirclement and pesition
forces so as to cover terget area completely by fire and ob-
servation. Reposition cordon after initial sweep to completely
consolidate position and provide maximum security for scarch ’
elements,

'd. Item - Search Techniques.

(1) Discussion. The search was conducted in three
steps. First, the search force aggrecssively moveéd through the
objective to kill, capture or drive the enemy forces into the
cordon., Svckndly, the sweep was reversed and.conducted more
slowly and in detail to uncover enemy forces which may have
gone undergrounu end/or booby traps. Thirdly, the "Hole
‘Hunting™ was conducted., Hindsight indicates that step two
is unnecessary and is time consuming with little or no sig-
nificant benefit, The detailed search must be thoroughly.
organized, coordinated and superv1sed to insure CUmplc -
detailed coverage cof the aresc False wallg.s
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loceted, some boobyatrups were uncovered as well as hcles,
caves, tunnels and punji pits. The scarch nust be painstak-
ingly slow and thorough with aclertness cunstantly ompha31zed.
Scout dogs were omployed end can be of great assistance in '
the "Hole Hunting".

(2) Recommendations, That ARVN Commandos be employed
with search clements when availeble and intergrated throughout
Marine unitsto roin maximum effectivencss., (Soe Enclosure (2))
That the arca be searched twice vice three times with the
initial sweep becing charactcorized by aggrcssiveness to route
~out the 5 Oy foress and tho scoond step . the detailed “Hole
Hunting™. That the objective be organized to effect an orderly
and comprehensive scarch with no repetitious movements. (Ses
Enclosure (3)) The necd for attention to detsoil cannot bLe over=
emphasizole ' '

e . . e . N N
C . - PR 4 ST e, . v L e L e

e
B -

o, Item - Length of Operation.

(1) Discussion. The operation lasted 3 days and .3
nights. The initial force to cordon and search arca wes
accomplished on the 1lst day with ARVH Forces - retiring from

. 40 by lete afternoon on the lst day. C Company, 1/5 chopped
© baeck to parent organizotion early morning of the 2nd day
leaving L Compgny to cocnduct remainder of search. The mex-
imum effectiveness of the ssarch was goined in the first two
days with diminishing cnthusicsm and effectiveness noted
as the search extended intc the 3rd day.

(2) Recommendation., That tho target area be selected
8o that an intensive searech can be completed within two days.

f. Item - Civil Affairs/Perscnal Response in conjunction
w1th cordon cnd scarch operations.,

T ’ (1) Discussion. Commenclnt the afternoon of D-1,
e. MEDCAP/DENTCAP and a ma jor Psy Ops effort was ccnducted
in the vicinity of CAP 1. On D-day after the initial sweep
of the asrea was completed, a complete MED/DENT CAP team pro-
ceeded with the Commend Group to the objective area. The
response wos excellent and it was epparent that such a pro-~
gram in the future opeérations is desirable. During the M@DCAP
is an excellent opportunity to porsonnelly hand deliver -
Psy Ops lecaflets advertizing rewards for booby traps etce.
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(2) -Recommendation. That on cxtensive Psy Ops/

Personal Response/MED CAP effort be intergratcd anc coordi-
nated with the operation. That maximum cttontion be devoted

to this aspect because the people are more receptive to the
prescnce of Marines ond will inevitably lead to volunteering -

of ‘infcrmation, This includes bringing the MED CiP to hamlets

" end villeges not readily accessible by use of inules, helicopters -

or ctters if neecessory. '

ge Item - National Field Police, GVN foiclals end Census
~ Grievance Tcams.:‘ _

(1) Discussion. Sce paragreph 4d above., The seriocus
breech of basic dignity shown to the people in the objective
area requircd immcdiaste corrective action and was detrlmontal
to the overall effort. .

(2) Recommcndatlon. That these assets, if used, be
thoroughly briefed prior to the operation stressing. the conduct
expected. through-out the search. That Marines e assigned
to assist, maintain surveillance of and provice security for
these officicla,

“h, Item = VC Tactics.

(1)~ Discussion. A&fter operﬂtlng in the s¢me general -
area on “tWo dceasicns, o peattern hes developed ,that indicates
sniper asction incrcascs snarnly commencing about 30 minutes
before lagt light until <Garkncss. prevents: further:.aeccurate’
shooting. . Thig 8nipo® firs is normally. sceurate, well ‘controlled
fire from:-150 to 300 metors. - Positions aore so-‘located that a
barrier. such &8 & mwr is. goncrallwbe;tween ...fsr,ie;nd,ly :;andﬁi;.cnemy
fOFCbS. A ,‘J [RECRe Dl e om vl

o (2) Recommendatlon. That Marlnes uG ma&e awaro of
this trenc and Ghat . Stand to" be carriecd out durlng the
approprlate poriod uf tlmo.

8. Cummander’s Analy31s. The oporatlon wes successful in
equipment end documents found but even more valuatble in exper-
iences gained. ;. Tho :planning must  te -extremely detailed :and - «
coordination Boiank 87 tc. effect the cordon end: cantain s
the onemy. . ARVN. Commandos -are waluablc in nsany- ways,gnut

the least of ‘which is treining Merincs in search tcchnlquea_
by exemple. The velue galned from cocperation with other

ARVN Forces due :to: -comond- gontrok for.-this type operatiqn is
questlonnhle.a Scout Dugs ‘can: be cof assistance in hole huntlng
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also. Government Officials wmust be absclutely ccnirolled or
the MED CAP/Psy Ops effort will be defeatcd bofore it oven

- gets started.
wmfé@

'W. K. ROCKEY .

: TERVALS;
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ANNEX C (OPERATIONS OVERLAY)
REF: (A) MAP: VIETNAM 1:50,000
AMS SERIES L701l SHEET KGC 6640 I .

65 --

 OPERATIONS OVERLAY |
ISSUED WITH 3RD BATTALION,
 STH MARIN:S FR4G ORDER 23267
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