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3rd Battalion, Fth Marines £Col R. Ae. SEVMOUR To 150ct68
LtCol E., E. ATEINSON Fr 160ct68

SUBORDINATE UNITS

7S Co 1stLt Jo J. LAZARUS
Co i | Capt M. A. GURROLA
SRR | Capt D. W. MIERS
Co “L" Capt R. G. SNOWDEN
Co My | 1stLt B. P. BARRON

2, Location, Quang Wam Province, RVN.

3o Shaff Officers

ps Major E. F. HERTLING Jr.
| s CWo2 J, S. BISESI

s-2  lstLt K. J. SALMON

5-3 " bajor W. F. BURT

s | Copt J. D. WIOTIS

Supplyo ' 1stLt G. C. FERREE

C ommO : . -1lstLt Ce- Ae MOORZE

MTO ' 1stLt J. D. ANDERSON

L. Average Monthly Strength.

USHC
ory LNL
3% 1151
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277 Bahttalilon,; Sth Marines LiCol R. A. SEYMOUR To 150ct68
LtCol H, E. ATEINSON Fr 160ct68

SUBORDINATE UNITS

%S Co " 1stLt J. J. LAZARUS
Go min Capt M. A. GURROLA
Co VK% ' Capt D. W. MYERS

Co MLM Capt R+ G. SNOWDEN
Co My" 1stLt B. P, BARRON

2, Location. Quang Nam Province, RVN,.
Jo Staff 0fficers

P Major E. F. HERTLING Jr.
e el | Cwo2 J. S. BISESI
s-2 - .1stLt K. J. SALAMON
S-3 | - Mdj&r ':w"; 'F. BURT
| -LL - o Capt J. D. WIOTIS
swplyo iilstLt G. C. FERREE
CommoO : Sl 1stLt Ce. Ae MOORE
MTO | ‘1stLt Je D. 'ANDERSON

li. Averasze Monthly Strength.

USHC , USH.: .
~ OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
ch 1194 3 .85 .
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1, The Battalion's Officer shortages aro cne Gapt. 0202,.41)
Capt, (7) Lts 0302, (1) 1 Capt 0402, (1) 1. Capt 2502. The
Battalion enlisted shortages are [25 2 Gys~+ 03469 and (24)
S?ts 03's. The Bnttallon has 70% of ité ML atranghh of " Lts. 03!3
93p of its M/L strength in Staff NCO's 0369 and L4% of its :
M/L strength of Szts 03'8.

2+ Operation MAMELUKYE THRUST, in which this Battalicn partlcipntod,
terminated on 23 October 1968, The Battalion y&PtiClp ited in
Operation MAUI PEAK from 6 tc19 October 1968 unéer the operatlonal
contrcl of the 7th Marines. The Battalion is presently engag '
in Operation HENDERSOH HILL which commenced on 23 October 195

3+ Regimental Indoctrination School was attended by all newly
joined pergonnel., After Operation MAUI PZAK the Battalion \
spent six days of rehabilitation and training at ANl HOA. :
Training ccnsisted of firing individual weapons, instructions in
enemy mines and booby traps, patrolling, ambushes, FO and FAC
_procedures, anc establishment of defensive positions. Addition=-
ally, all radio operabors attendéd an intensive threc day course

in communication techniques and procedures ccnducted by the
Battelion Comrmunications Chief.

‘3 '!!!!lli.
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PART III
SEQUAENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

l. Topics

a.' Pergonnel and Adminigtration

(1) The Battalion began the month c¢f October with an
on board strongth of 33 Marine OLflcorS, 1155 Marine Znlisted, 2
Navy Officers, and 55 iiavy unllstgu. The current cn board strenﬂth
is 28 Marine Officors, 1209 Marine Lnlisted, 3 Navy Officers, and
60 Navy Enlisted.

(2) The current effective strength of the Eattalion is
23 Marine Officers, and 946 Marine Enlistod.

(3) Pive Marine Officers, and U6 Marine Enlisted
rotated during October 1968,

MOS NUMB&R MOS NUMBER

0302 L 0369 2

3002 1 2111 1

0231 1 2631 1
. 0311 28 3041 1

0331 2 3051 2
o341 2 33717 3
0351 2 3531 1
(4) Critical MOS shortages are shown bolow:

MCS M/L OH SHORTLGES

0130 2 1l 1 Lt

0202 1 0 1l dept

0302 32 2L 1 Capt, 7 Lts

oy02 1 _ 0 1 Copt '

0351 146 130 3 Sgts,.S Cpls, 8 LCpls

3012 8 L 2 Cpls, 2 LCpls

(5) Casualties

KIA 10

DOW ‘ ' 1l

UON HOSTILE DZATHS 1

WIA (ZEVAC) 34

WIANE 27

O BOSTILE WCUNDED 21
| MIA - 0 - |
4.. - : DAI : 0.

L
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(1) Perscanel

(2) During the month of Cctober 1968, the Dattallon
Intolligonce Section lost one Sgt/0311, cnu Cpl/OBul and oho
Cpl/0311. During the samo pericd, cne Szt/0311 and LCpl/0331
were joined.

(b) During the roeporting poricd, c¢ne Interrogator
Translator Tcan was effectively employed.

(2) Collocticn. During the reporting poriod, the main
efforts have boon as follows:

(a) snemy Order c¢f Battlc
() nomy Infrastructure
(c) Rice denial

(3) The Battalion S-2 Secticn conducted daily Commander
and Staff briefings during October 1968.

. (4) Enemy ictivity

(a) Syncpsis. During the reporting period
enemy activity consistod of food gathering, political indoctri-~
nation, recruiting, torrorism, and small scalo attacks against
US/ARVN military installations.

(b) Cagabilitics. Continucd harrassing actions

includo:

Mortar and rocket attacks
Lttacks by fire
Roeruiting

a2 Sniping

5 Small scalc probing attocks
¢ Usc of nines and booby=-traps
d Ambushes

& Fropaganda

f Terrorism

=

b

L

(5) Victnamese ittachments

(a) Interpreoters. The Battalion emplcys (6) ARVH
Interpretcers. Dfforts are ccontinually being mado te cnsure that
. each of the rifle companies, the .ilpha Connand and the 8~-5 have
. at least cnoe gqualifisd ARVN Interpreter. :

-——

5
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IUED( ) Kit Carson Scouts. The Battalion is presently
eMploying (o t Carscn Scouts. Thoy have boen assignod to the
four rifle companios working in the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marincs
Area of Operations.

. (6) ZEnemy Losses:

KIas 2L NV4 KIa, 19 VC KIa
POW: 2 VC POW's, 1 MVA FOW
DET:. 16

CHIEU HEOI: O

(7) Weather

(a) Rainfall: Moderate to Hoavy
(b) Teoupcraturc: :
(1) Avg. High; 82
(2) 4Avge Low: 70
(¢) Light:
(1) 4vze Sunrise; 0638
(2) Avg. Sunsct; 1827

(8) Terrain., The terrain throuzh which the Battalion
movod, during The roporting poriod, varied from low agricultural
. areas, to high donso canopy. Thc lowlands werc a scries of rice
paadies, hamlcts and troeclines. Tho high tobwaik - consisted of
thick overgrowth punctuated by a serics of trall networks.
Approach routes in both areas were usually enemy fortified,

(9) Capturct Weapons. The follewing is the total of
weapons and oquipment capturcc by the Battalion daring October 1968:

(a) Wogpons. 1 SKS rifle, 1 M-1 carbine, 10 AK=47
rifles, 29 ChiCom grenacdes, 1 M=-26 grenade, 1 M-l rifle, 7 82am
mortar rounds, 627 AK=47 rounds, 8 B-4O rocket rounds, 1 57mum
RR round, 75 7.62 red trac.r rcunds,B85 .50 cal. tracer rounds,

30 12.7 EMG rounds, U4 AK=47 magazincs, 50 75w RR canisters.

(b) Zguirment. 1 short wove radio, 1 HYA helmet,
1 tranaister radio. ,

(c) 782 Gear. 5 pounds

(¢) Documents. 18 pcunds

(e) Other. 24,395 1bs of rico
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cs Training

(1) Training included lectures, demonstraticns, and/or
practical applications in the following subjects:

(a) Weapons

(b) Radio Procedures

(¢} Spot Reports

(d) PO & FAC Procedures

(e) Field Communications #&xpedients

(£) Fam firing of all individual and crew-served
weapons.

(g) Mines and booby traps

(2) Seven Indoctrination Schools were conducted by 5th
Marines., Classes on FO procedures, and on care and cleaning of
the M=16 are included in the school syllabus.

(3) Personnel attended the following schools:

Embarkation School

Staff NCO School

Basic Infantry Weapon School
Basic Ammo Tech

Basic Organic Supply

Officer Leadership School
NCO School .

Career Advisors School

PN N P P P TN . P
SR 0 0 OP
N’ Vet S et i’ Vgt st St
=30 0N

d. Operations

(1) O051830H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines assumed
OPCON Charlie 1/1.

(2) 060800HE Oct 1968 3rd Battaliom, 5th Marines chopped
from Fifth Marines to Seventh Marines. Operation MAMELUK& THRUST
temporarily terminated for this battalion and MAUI PZAK cormenced.

(3) 191800K Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines reports
OPCON tc Fifth Marines and simultansously chopped Charlie 1/1
to First Marines. Operation MAUI PHEAK terminated.

(L) 211505H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines assumed
OPCON Kilo company, 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines.

(5) 231200E Oct 1968 Operation MAMELUKE THRUST termin=
ated, and Operation HENDERSON HILL commenced. .
' C e

7 L cozaeerd
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gq? ary Support

\“Nﬁmﬂj&u&fd
S inw the month of Qotober 3/5 was supported by
— the 1lth Marines. £ 2/11 provided support from 6 to 19 October.
General anc¢ direct support win proviToe T Ul 1l%h .
Marines for the remaining part of the month. Throubh the use
of a centrallzed battalion fire direction center, any battery in
the battalion could be in our support at any given time,

(2) There were 27 observed missions and 19 unobserved
missions, 26 whits phosphorous, 2853 HE and¢ 81 illumination.
A total of 3106 rounds were fired in the month of October.

(3) From 6 to 19 October 90% of tho missions utilized
fuze delay which had very effective results’cfd pncmy fortifications
and bunkers accounting for the majocrity of bargoets. TFuze quick -
reacted similarly to that of VI fuse resulting in an &ir burst
when detonated by the 20 foot canopy.

f. Alr Suppert

(1) Tactical PFixed Wing Support

‘ (a) 9 FAC controlled
(b) 23 TAC (A) controlled

(2) Helicopter Support
" (a) 12 Medovac missions
(b) 2 Trooplifts
(3) Miscellaneeus
(a) . 18 A0 missions

g+ Communications

(1) Supported Battalion ogoratlons with primary use of
FM radic courwnications (AN/PRC-25)

(2) This cormand was supported by normal FM communlcutlons
during the month of October. No major problems were experienced.

(3) AN/PPS-6 was used extensivoly in the derense posture
of the An Hoa cowmbat base.
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h., Logistics The overall logistics status of the
battalion is satisfactory. Battalion S-lj has supported
the battalion while in the field with resupplies on a
daily basis,

i. Civic Acticn

(1) MEDCAPS: 720 Vietnamese MNationals were
treated during the period covered. Medcaps were held
at the Battalion C.F.» area as well as the An Hom: sreae

2. CERONCLOGY:OF EVENTS.

'

ae 06 Oct 1968 Operation MAMELUKE THRUST
temporarily terminated and
Operation MAUI PEAK coumenced

be 16 Oct 1968 LtCol. H, E. ATKINSON
assumed - command of 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines

c. 19 Oct 1968 Operation MAUI PsaK
terminated
o de 23 Oct 1968 Operation MAMSLUKE THRUST

terminated and operation
HENDERSCN HILL commenced
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