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To:  Commander, Task Qrowp 795
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Subj: Commond Chronology for period 1-31 Vec 1968

Bef: (a) MGO 5750.2 :
(bg FMFEACO 575048 .- o
~ = o (o) 9th Mar Brigd 5750.1C

' &
sncl: /(1) Ba t“ﬁ}jﬂ\h . . . ) ! \
: ' QTWIy Londing Yeam 2/7 Command Chronology N

1+, #En decordance with the provisions of references (a), (b),. ond (c)

.-

l“w,.-/"” “enclosure (1) is submi tted.
- .

5, This let%er is downgraded to unclassificd upon removal of cnclosure (1),

K‘\)\. («"\ . ’\%‘:J;Av}?w
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Co Ilocation
» D. Avero,ge Mon’chly Streng’sh

P./&RT I NILRRATIVE SUMMJ RY

_;A‘.:-v'Com'bat Mission Assigned -
. B." Significant Operations Corducted
-+ C: Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy
Dy Casualtles Sustained .
E, - Neir Techniques Employed
F, . Command. Belationships
. Gy Bquipment
- He' logistics
"I - Civie hction
o de 'Adm:.nlstrc tion
© Ky Medical/Deptal 4ffairs
+ ls ‘Intelligence
‘ ‘M, Communications
© N, - Weather
. 0.  Pire Support
. Py Lir Support
Q Training

PART“' m SUPPORTTIG né\’cmmms

/ TAD - W Comba'b After Lction Beport (Operation MEDE RIVER) 20 November -
4 Deoember 1968, {/wr LD w Nov &g ?ﬂ)ﬁ/

TAB - B . Gombat ifter Aotion Roport (Opemtlon TAYLOR COMNDN) 7-26
o Deoember 1968, .
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PART I ORGAMIZATIONAL DATA

-

mﬂm comm'

-31 Deo 1968
A, UNIT DESIGNATION

1a Battalion Ie.ndlng Team 2/7 " LtGol, N, L,  NGISON
Company B _ “Capte Jo T, FRICKER
A Cooee . 1=T Dec 1968
" o - Ik P. S.:MENAUGH
el e Bm23 ‘Dec 1968
' © 777 'It, B. Ry KENNEY
B 24-31 Dec' 1968

Company F e 'Capt. R. ‘R,-WBIPOTT

Company G C 0 Iy Ko B, KRWP

Company H Capt. To Ps B HOLM
1-16 "Beg 1968

Ly, B, E, DBLGDO
St 17~18 Dec 1968
I G- H.mATIn.oY
T 19—27 ‘Dec 1968

Gopts ‘T P i, HOLt . ()
5 +28=31-Dec 1968
H&S Co (=) (Rein) : : Ity Jy He HuLSBY IT
ond Plat (Relng Co B, 1st Tank Bn Lty M~ By HuSTIGS
3rd Plat (Rein), Co 4, 5th AT Bn L, -P. *Ds  O'CONNOR
2nd Plat. (Ram), Co 4, 1st Mr BN . It By T, CHARBONNE:U
S owEer + 1°Deo 1968 7 T
' ) V.7 2=31 Dec 1968
2nd Plat (B.e:mg Co Gy 1st Engr Bn- - Iy Dy Go PATTERSON
3pd Plat (Rein), C5. By 3¢d -Amtrac Bn . Lt, M. &, NELSOW
1st P1t (Rein), Co B, 1st Becon Bn "Ity We H, MCCLOSK:E

114 Dec 1968
Cpl R, E, HANCOCK JR.
15-31 Dec 1968

C&C Plat (Rein), Co 4, 5th Med Bn It, (MC) De M, SMITH, USN
Det; Hg Bny 1st Mar Div CWO2 W, PICK.ARSKI
Det, Hg Co, Tth Mar : Sgte J. Lo MODANIEIS
BRI e Oy e e TN
e ASSIFES
| — 1( ) \»&)\)J{Lp
- ' _ 1-2 W o ‘
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" Attached Units

Battery H, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar
107mm Mortsr Bagttery, *d Bn, 11th Mar

¢

Capte Jo J. JAMES

Capt. J, P. RIORDAN

B, STAFF QFFICERS
X0 Maj. H, S. LONERGAN
5-1 " Lt. R, HARRELLE
s2 Lt. J,. PIPPEN
' 1«20 Dec 1968
S . ” Lt. G, B WETMORS III
I , TRt 99039 Dec 1968
B S o - " Maj. L. Jo DES JARDINES
Personnel Officer ‘ ‘Lt. R, HARRELLE
Bnbsrkation Officer . ‘ Lt. B. B, DELGADO
Communicatlon Officer  Lt. Tw Tv DAEVEY
» .+ 4-21 Dec 1968
‘Lt. D. . WOOLIBN
: ‘ ’ ) 22-31 Dec 1968
Artillery Liaison Officer Lte We S, SHEMHAN III
1=-20 Dec 1968
Lt. F. HENRY
‘ 20-31 Dec 1968
Naval Gunfire Officer Lt. (JG) H. J. CULLEN, USN

Ar Liaison Officer Capt. R, BOSLER
Supply Officer Lt. wo L. SMITH III
1- 14 Dec 1968
Lt. T. LUK AWZCZ
15-31 Dec 1968

Motor Transport Officer Lt. L. 4 RAYMOND
Chaplain Lt. (CHC) B, LOVEZJOY, USN
Medical Officer Lt, J. D. REED, UN

1-14 Dec 1968

Lte W O, JANES, U
15~ 31 Dec 1968

1e ET 2/7
, as 1 December - 4 Dgcember 1968t Operation MBADE RIVAER, QU.NG
.o .,  Naf PROVINCE, RW.

be 5 Decembers USS TRIPOLI (LPE-10)
Ce, 5 =6 Dgcember 1968: N HO4, 5th Marines Regimental Combat Base

de T7-26 December 19683

Operation TAYLOR COMMON, QUANG NAM
o PROVINCE, RVN,

1w
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¢ 2[-31 December 1968: Camp love; Tth Engineer Battalion, ’
QUANG NAM PROVINCE, RVN. o -

‘2. Detachments
None
3o Attachments

as .Co Dy 1st Battalion, 1st Marines: O010001H - 041730H Dec 1968
b, Composite Company, BII 2/26 010001H - 041730K Dec 1968
Ce - Psyops, 1st Marine Division: 010001H - 024400H Dec 1968
/ d, 9th ITT, 7th Marines: O10001H = 261500H Dec 1968
{ " es - Provingdal Reconmaissance Unit 010001H - 031400H Dec 1968
fo Co's 4 and C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 170730H -.181500H Dec 1968

D. - AVERAGE MONTHLY STEENGTH

e USN
Officers ENLISTED Officers ' Bnlisted
56 322 ._ 7 86
A A RENAITT™
1=4 '
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PART II - - T Nmmm bUl\IleRY

)

o l ’

From -4 December 1968 AT 2/7 participated.in Oneration MaADE -RIVER
(See TiaB 4)s Company H was the first unit of the BET released from the
operation, -Tnis unit reemba,rked aboard the USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10) on 3
December 19680 .

On 4 Dgcember 1968 the remainder of the BLT reemba:cked aboard gssigned
shipping. Al1 personal effects and organizational equipment was packed
and other preparations were made for the admini strqtlve debarkation of
the BLT on 5 December 1968, Company H debarked on 4 December 1968 and .
moved to N HO4 Combat B 0S8

Onr 5 December 1968 OPCON of ELT 2/7 (-) was passed to the 1st Marine
Division. OPOON of certsin clements of the HLP was passed to the 5th
Marines. Companies E, F, G, and the command group were moved by heli-
copter to the 5th Marines Combat Bayse at AN HOA. The HLT Rear Echelon
moved to Camp Love, DiNNG, and established administrative and logistic
facilities there. OPCON of some of the supportlng elements of the BLT

- was not passed ‘to the 1st Marlne Divi sion. These elements remained aboard
ghip. e
From 7 December until 26 December 1968 the LT ( ) ‘was OPCON to the
5th Marines and it participated in Operation TAYLOR COMMON. (Sce TiB B).
.. Starting on 23 December 1968 clements of the BLT were released from
the operation and started to move t6 DiN.NG. On 23 and 24 December
Companies £ and G and part of the command group moved. On-26 December
. ' ;Compa,nles F and H, 81mm Mortar ¥jatoon, 106mm Recoilles Rifle Piatoon,
and ‘the remainder of the Commsnd 8roup moved to DANANG.

On 27 December 1968 OPUON of Compsnies B .and G was passed to the

. 3rd Battalion, 26th Marines., These units were assigned to combat bases
in that battalion's T4OR., On .29 December 1968 ELT 2/7 relicved 3rd
Battalion, 26th Marines and adsiimed responsibility for the northern
portion of the 7th Marines T40R. On 31 December 1968 the move to the
new BLT CP at DAT LA FiS3 was completed.

During the period tiet the move from 4N HOA to DAI LA FASS was taking
place temporary billeting arrangem.ts for the BELT were provided by FLC
and Tth Zpgincer Battalion.

el
.
{

Tk LZ.}J( o 1"5
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- F BT III .+ SEQUaNTIAL LISTINGS OF bIGNIFIClNT _VIZNTS ’

o he COQMBAT I\”I beONb 1SSIG'\T:ID

1+ During the period from 1-4 Dgcember 1968 BLT :2/7 took part in

~ Operation MZiDE RIVER in Dodge City Area in .QU.NE® NiM PROVINCE,
RW, Its mission was to land along Route 1D AT968606 and conduct
a sweep 10 Tailrcad berm, establish 2 blocking position =t 47994
607 to prevent enemy forces from escaping wes‘hwardly. (see TiB. A)),

. 2, During the penod from 6-26 December 1968:BLT 2/7, took part in
 Operation TAYLOR COMION, (U.NG N.iM PROVINCE, RW, Its mission
was to land in LZ CH: MB;GV and attack north to seize assigned
Regimental ObJ\,ctlves, establish company blocking positions,
in support of ARWN forces, and coordinate passage of 3LT lines
‘by &RVN forces, on order bresk blocking positions,  wheel, and
sweep south in trace of ARVN to LZ CH MPAGNE conducting detailed
search to locate and destroy enemy forces in area and on order,
retrograde by helicopter from LZ CIiMPiGNZE to AN HC, Combat B,se,
to be assigned the mission of maintaining security forces at
designated strong pomts, conduct sweeps, day and night ambushes,
keep Liberty Road open within the BLT 40, and protect friendly
convoys by constant surveillance and interdiction of enemy
threats to the road. (See TiB B).

B. SIGNIFICANT OF RATIONS CONDUOPED IR o ()

e Operatlon MBHDJ*_. RIVER, QU NG N M rROVINCE, RVN -~ 0100@1& - 041730H
- December 1968. ’

2. Operation T ATIOR COMHON, 4UNG NzM rROVINCE - 070700 - 261000H
. December 1968,

Co CaSUALTIES INFLICTSD ON THZ sNSMY ND WEAFONS CAPTURED

1« Fersonnel

aes NVA KIi 18
ce Detainees 19

de Chieu Hol 1

2. Wegpons Captured

ae AK—47 g

be ‘
gy 1 TRINSSETED
&1 Tbim Pistol : UREINSNHL

ENCLOSURE (1)
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. %, Grenades and Mines C.ptured
a« ChiCom grenades 21
b. M~ 26 Fuze ' -

4o mnmunltlon Captured (erounds)

ae [K-47 - ' 402
be ‘45 Call rds 1,4
Ce 50 Cal rds ‘ 5710 ‘
de .43 Cal rds , 50' B PSP S e I
R < T Sam o UEN T
S5 Mlscelaneous Equl'pment Captureé
a. Rice, wWheat, Corn’'  115,220"
, be. REG Boosters o4
¢.  AK~AT Mags ‘ 4
de. ChiCom MG Mags 5
e Assorted Medical gesr . :
fo Assorted MVA Clothing -~ « - = - wgee o= vue™ e
gs. Assorted Individual Egquipment TR
h, Carbine Mags 3
i, VG B-tool 2
Je. VG Fack 1
k, VG immo :ouch 1
‘ le US Gas Mask 2
m. US Canteen Cover. 3
"ne NVi Gas Mask 3
0s NVA Officers' belt 1
ps Vietngmese Mediecagl book 1
D, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED
1o USMC : T
Officers C " Enlisted
KIA WIAE  WINE  NBCE KIA  WIAE - WLAS  NBCE DOW DOC
o 1 1 Q. 3 o I 36 0 1
Officers T Enlisted
¥one : KIi  WLh = WINE  NEC
1 2 1 0
B. NEW TECHNIQU#S., None } i
- T T g HET
.' : "Z‘u‘rﬁn R )
® TN —

-7
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F, COMM.ND RELATTIONSHIr 3

T O1001H - 041730H December 1968 - OLCON to' 1st :Mgrines

2». 04173%CH December 1968 - - O CON' pagsed to CIG 79.5

%, 050700H December 1968 - O CON passed to Sth:Marines, :
4o 261000H December 1968 - .0xCON passed to Tth Marlnes 'q’

G. BQUIFMiNT

o el First and Second echelon maintenance was performed on ‘lﬁ Qrganlc
vehlcles =nd heavy equlpment. ;

ae Weekly preventive mgintenance was conducted.
be Drivers education for M-274 licenses was conducted.

2s Yreventive maintenance was performed on the followmg items gt
Subic Bay, ihillipines:

as 5 ~ Ontos

b0 3 - M"BS
ce 1 - M-543 S
d. 1 b m51 " - o . ‘ - B ot
‘eo I M—-B?

fo 1 = M-15141 w/trailer | .

3+« The followmg wegpons were reng.'red by L3u contact team gt AN HOAs

as 6 - 106mm RR
be 6 - .50 cal Spotter
co 6 - Me92 Mounts
dy 6 - M-27 Tripod
e, B8 - I-60 M.G,
fo 10 - M-79
8¢ 4 - 35 R.L.
h, 75 - M-16 Rifles | o
e ,},,, 14 - +45 cal pistols . v
.Je. 2 - 8mm Byse rlates
Ce 3 - 81mm Tubes
le 3% - 60mm Bipods
m, 3. - 60mm Base slates
n., 3 - 60mm Lubes

. HCLASSIYED

1=-8
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H., LOGISTICS

o
1¢ General

(a) From 1 Docember untll 4 Dgcamber general logistic support
was prov:ded by organic supporting units. On 5 December
1968 the BLT was offloaded from jRG shipping with the rifle
companies and the command group going to 5th Marines’
Regimantal Headquarters, AN HO4, RWMN,.-while the BLT Rear
was established at Camp Love, D 3N NG, RVN. During this period
* the operating units were preparing for the forthcoming
operatiorn, whlch commenced on 7 Deczmber 1968. The battalion
was committed on Operation TAYLOR COMMON - from 7 December
1968-to 26 December 1968. On 14 December a messhall was
opened by 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines. 4ll rations were
N provided by the 5th Marine Regimental Mess, with the fol-
s+ lowing doficiencies noted

g1) : Insu.fficiént smounts of i-ration.
(2) Insufficient covered space, tables; and benches for a
' batuallon slze mess.

. while the units wore committed on the operation ‘Ithe LS
at AN HOA was being operated by the 1st Shore rarty for
the first five days. During this time no.fuel trioxane
was supplied with any of the requested Chass I. On the
sixth day of the opuration organic HST personnel commenced
to support the battalion with the following classes of
supplies being helelifted. Claswses I, IIT, and V were
provided by LSU and classes II, IV, and VIII by the
battalion Rgars -

CLiSs I .. ; MCI 933 Cases
ST : g Water : 6,500 Gals
S!lJ. l)aCﬂCS _25?
Trioxane 3,023
. Long Range Rats V50 Cgses
CL.SS II - Bi 386 20 Cases
* 7 BA 30 5 Cases
Bs 1100 2 Boxes
fdaversack 5 Bgch
roncho 20
"LSa 300 Tutbes

Cleaning oolvent 100 4 oe cans

ﬂ“nn

v "”"'IO Sl
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Boots. 15 rair
Trousers 400 rair
Socks . 360 rair
Undershirts 100 Zach
Canteens 25
Mosquito Repellent 10 boxes
Zlec Tape 5 Rolls
Foot rowder 10 Boxes
Halizone Tablets 10 Boxes
Helmets e 20 -
CLaiss IIT . Diesel 200 Gals
“ CLASSIV . - e o -sand Bags 25000
S mnglneer btakes 100 .
R L . J U B ) . ‘
o CLASS Voo T e 5.56»Tracep .+ 2 Cases
o ' 5.56.Ball’ = 20 Cases
: o «45 cal 500 rds
S : - .50 S/T - 6 Cgses
LR N AQmm HE " 42 Cases
60mm Illum 14 Cpses
106mm HEAT 18 Cases
106mm. EEPT .. 9 Cgases .
106mm B/H 20 Cases
Hand Grenades 20 Cases
Smoke Grenades Gr 20 Cgses
Smoke Gren Yellow 12 Cases
Spoke Grenade Red 5 Cages
3,5 AB4T . . 6 Cases
3.5 WP 3 8 Cases
. Claymores < 3 Ggses
“Red Star rarachute 4 Cases
White Star Parachute 12 Cases
" Green S3tar tarachute 12 Cases
Non Elect Blasting Caps 400
Time Fuze 'y + 34500 :feet
C-4 - %W . 350 Pounds
_ Det Cord . 2,500 Pget
I ’ _ Laaws . 8 Cases
ulﬂsa& ?’TJ
£ o
BCLOSURE (1)
“1-10
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The 24th of December 1968 two compsnies were extracted
from 4N HCA, RVN, by helicopters and were flown to FLC,
D.NANG, RVN. On the 26th of December 1968 the two re-

. maining companies and thé command group were flown from
AN HO4 to DNANG, RVN by C-13%0. During the period 27
December 41968 thru 31 December 1968 logistic support was
provided for the BLT by organic units. On 28 Dece_mber
1968 the off-load of assigned ARG shipping commenced ani
was dompleted 31 December 1968, at which time the battalion
was moved into its static position from Camp Love, 7th
‘Bpgineer Battallon cr, to DI LA i;SS, RVN.

2 Trangportation

a. Transportation for the BLT was provided by organic vehicles
and _schedul ed hellcopter/flx wing fiighta. .

b, General mairtenance was performed on all vaxlc%es to keep
our operating status to its maximum,

3e fmbarkaotion.
2. “urlng the period of this r;.port continued 1mprovment of
: : the Mechqnlzed ambarkation Dats aystam was performed. Al
. - T of the ELT attachments MID cards were returned to the parent
units on detachment- from BLT 2/7.

I. CIVIC ACTION

No mgm.flcant Civic tctlon was 'b:sk en by tne BL'I' during this
' reportmg periode.

Jo  ADMINISTRATION

1s  Awards

None

2. Legal =nd Discipline

ae  NJIB's 23 ,
b.‘_ Courts : 4 Specials
3 Postal .

Al paékage mail was held in the rear and distributed ﬁpon
the reéturn of the battalion f rom operatlons durz.ng the month
of December. L ,

1-1%
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R&R continued as normgl. . The battalion roceived and filled
114 it&R - quotas during the month of December.

5. :rromotions

Hegul ar ' e Meritorious

Opl 68 3
LCpl S I 4
“FPFC : ' ‘ 10 - - 0

6. iay and sllowance

+ay call was held once during the month of December for the
" entire Yommand. o

7« Frogt Exchange

access to exchrnges on 3 daily bases was infrequent due to
Operational commitments. At AN HO4 arrangements were made for
an exchange truck to come to the combat bases for the ELT.
While in the ficld, health and comfort items were available from
Sundry ¥acks. ‘

8. lersonnel Change : , .
USMC U3y
Off inl Off Enl
a« Battle Losses 0 3 0 1
. b idministrgtive 5 150 1 14

c. Rgplacements 13 165 1 11

9. Religious Services

ae Divine Services

During the month of D,cember 15 .rotestant asnd three
Catholic Services were held for the battalion, including
the Christmas Services. Three hundred ninety personnel
attended. These were conducted in the field sreas of Op-
ers tion MuiDd RIVIR gnd TAYLOR COMMON and gt N HOA4.
Catholic coverage was provided by the 5th Marines !
Chaplein. The BLT 2/7 Chaplain provided Zpiscopak Services
for the 5th Regiment on three occasions.

be Visitations -

The FPirst Hospital Company and Naval Support ictivity
Hogpital were regularly visited, particularly at Christmas.

Nineteen jmericgn 3ed Cross messages werc handled. ‘
R N7y AT
L3 | oSSy  w—
1-12 ENCLOSURE (1)
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. - The Battalion Chgplain was prese_nt at one of the weekly

@m@] QSSE;‘;%@_@ " First Marine Jivision Chaplain mectings, anl visited briefly
ADAADIEEE there with the Calef of Navy Chaplains.

K. M#DIC.L D D NTil LAF.IRS

" 1. Medical

Tna Bi3 was on the USS TwLOLI (1iH-10) from 1 December to
3 Docambar 1968. Five iedevdges were roceived From .the £ficld,
of which two were combat casuaitics. From 4-3%1 Dgoember 1968

~ thé 3uS was at Camp Love, JuNAKG » =« forward EiS was established

~ at N HOL from 4-26 Decamy, * 1 .Be R '

Y fo comoat casualties were troated at tne Forward BaS. 4
total of 580 out-pa>lents were seen during the-month of December
1968. There were no unusual medical problems cacountered, bub
‘a shnrp rise in cases of fever of undetermined oxigin during the
period of 29-31 December was noted, -

- 2. ?_l_);_nfe_ntal
Dental patieats were treated by the _a;:ea‘Den‘tal Clinic at
Tth Bpgineer Rattalion at Camp Love, and at 1st Dental Compeny,
‘1st Marine Division. T L

.’ S 3¢- 'Sonitation

A No nususal sanitation probleis were ancountered during e
month. ' : . -

4o Medoan
Three Vietnansago children were treaf,éd i’n;trité field for ,
poisoning =nd Medevaced to NS4 Danang: One Vietnamese child
was treatedin the field for shrapnel wounds and Medevaced to
Maltese .id Soclety Hospital at &0 HO4. ©

. L. INTALLIGN0R

S 1-4 Decomber Operation M3aD3 RIVAR (sce TuB ). .

5-‘6 December - B,ttalion was staged'at N HO4 preparing to jump off
. on Operation T.YLOi COMMON. v

7-26 Decembar - Uperation TAYLOR COMMON ‘(sed 1.3 B).

27-31 December - During the period the 5-2 section made liaison
with the 3rd Battalion, 26th Marines in preparing .
to relieve them in their TiOR. During this pariod
. the 3-2 scection was located at Camp Love. On 31
. i December the section moved from Camp Love to the
| WP combat base at DAL LA 1 ASS.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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M, COMMUNICATIONS

’l‘he f:_rs t part of December w:z.tnesscd. the culmination of Opera~
tion MEADE RIVER and within a couple of days the BIT was committed
on Operation TAYLOR COMMON for the majority of Decembex,

On 10 December 1968 First It, WOOLIEN reported to BIT 2/7 for
duty as Communisations Officer,:

On Operation TAYIOR COMMIN the cryptograph:x.o unit, KY-38 with
the PRC=-77 were utilized to provide a covered net to the 5th Marines,.
The main problem encountered in the operation of the two components

‘was the excessive weight involved in carrying the equipmenty

While in a blocking position, sound powered phones wenp utilized
on a loop to provide internal communication with the CP, The reason
for this action was to reduce the usage of spare radios, 4 need for
a switchboard was foreseen and was effectively utilized when BIT 2/7
setdh 8 static position moxrtheast of AN HOA, The main concern was
the land ‘line plus back W of #idios 0 alifour strong-pointe,  This
Wes ‘provided ond,in addition,metallic” lines wore lain.do 5th MErincs -
ndmin board, dnd CCC, Rumivg metallic 1iies to ‘the 5Sth-Marines:
switching cewbeal cllowed the ZID mueh- ncedd . voice" chmiuieatims

o S 2/7 (Refnr) and %0 all 1st Marine Division units switching cenirals,
At approximately 2000 on 15 December, the battalion CP-was hit

by enemy fire from a village across the road, Overhead wire lines
were cut by the enemy at this time which resulted in two admin lines
" and one hot line being cut, Wiremen restcred service immediately
the following morning,
ifter the BII CP moved to DANANG a temporary COC was established
at 7th Engineer.Battalion,. Operations were controlled from here
until the move o DAL L4 PASS was completed, AlL PRC-25 radios
were remoted from the vicinity of Hill 282, RC-292 antermas were
utilized on a2ll nets, The Badio Relay shot was established on 28
December with two five pair cables loin from the TRC-27 and the re-
moted amtennas on Hill 244 $o displacing oommunlcatlons. Comme
ications displaccment was smoothly effected,

N, WBATHER

During the mogin of December 1968 the weather was unscasomably
dry, - The monsoon failed.to materialize and the month of December
went on record as one of the dricst in history. While the.battalion
spent most of December in the field, there were no adverse effects
from the weather, The few roin showers that were eXperienced, ocourr-
ed mainly in the late evening and carly morning,

O.. FIEB SUPPORT

1.- For 'l:he pern.od. 1-4 December 1968, see After Action Repo:ct for
Operqtlon MEADE RIVER (sec TAB 4)e

2. For. the perlod 5-6 December 1968, BIT 2/7 was in transit to -
AN HOA. No artlllery suppart was necessary,

| T =14 UNCLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE .(1)
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’ 3« For the period T-26 Dgcember 1968, Sce After Lction

Report for Operation TaYLOR COMMON, (see T4B B).

4. For the period 27-29 December 1968, BLT 2/7 was in trsnsit to
its assigned Ti0R., No artillery support was provided.

5. For the period 29 December to 31 December 1968, tne 3rd Bn,

11th fgrines was in direct sipport of the 7th Marines. Battery H,
Zrd Bn, 11th Marines, was assigned to provide priority of fires
to the BLT 2/7. During this period, 392 HE, two W, and 173
illumination rounds were fired in supvort of BLT 2/7. The mis-
sions fired incltuded eight obsorved nissions which accounted far
163 rounds, and %2 H&I fircs.which accountcd for 744 rounds, The
to’crl for the period was 507 rounds cipended through 40 missions,

P, AIR SUEPORT

10 D% Arer 1-5 1968 see -(®AD A) Operation Mi.DE RIVER,

2¢ Dei wor 6-7 no air actd  y -aboard LiH-10. - Off loaded to .
HG 7 AMM465.

3, D. ot 8-14 see apter iction Report TxYLOR COMMIN (T.i3 B).

4 D¢ v r 15-16 no air utilized at AN HOA. .

5. De. i 17-20 sece After sction Report TAYLOR COMMOW (TAB B).

6. Dec 1 no air aCtiVity.

Te December 22 one OV 10-4 was used for approximately 20 min for a
., VR in the 8954 Grid.

8. December 2% three CH-53%'s were used to 1ift Zcho Company to FLC.

9. Dgcember 24 three CH-53%'s and four CH-46's were used to 1lift
Golf Company and sections of BLT 2/7 toc FLC and Camp Love.

10« Decemnber 25 no air activity.

11. December 26 Hotel and Fox Companies plus the remainder cf ﬁlfa
Command were flown from N HOA to DANANG iIR FIZLD by 0-123% and
C-130. :

12+ December 27 no air activity.

13« December 28 priority medevac was requested for Echo Company.

14s December 29 two priority medevacs were requested for Hcho
Company. One priority medevac was requestzd for Golf Company.

15+ Decanber 30 two CH-46's were requested and used for th: resupply
of Golf Company. One CH-46 was used for a VA mission.

16. December 31 one cuergency medevac was requested for Golf Company.

Q. TRAINING
Due to the operstional commitments of BLT 2/;7 there was a minimum
of training conducted in the month of Dedember 1968, RVN Orientation

Indoctrination Training was provided for 13 Marine Officers, 165 Marine
BEnlisted, one Ngval Officer, and 11 Naval Enlisted replacements

during this reporting period.
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VERAT G T e G- 30 Januaryi1969 -

s I % Ser.No.

From: Commanding: Officer:
Tos Cnmmanding Officer, #ifth Marines

Subjs Combat Apter Action Report (Operation TAYLOR COMMON)

Ref:  (a) Maps A4S VIETN M 1:50,000 Series L7014 bheet 6640 IV

Bnel: Y1) annex C (Operations Overlay) to F‘rag Order 116-68 ,
innex C (Opéerations Overlay) .to Frag Order 12468

innex C (Operations Overlay) to Frag Order 125-68
(4) Annex c (Operatlons Overlay) to Frag Order 126-68

VWbl yhw e fveant

.' 1. Name. of Operatlon - TAYLOR COMMON

2. Dates of Operation - 070825H Dpcember 1968 to 2610001{ Deggxgbgg__;l;968

ZOﬁ'é:“ArEa,
Combat‘- Bése in

3. Location = Operation TAYLUR COMMON took place m 4 -
the GO NOI Island Apea and the v101n1ty of tn‘, ;nﬂ* nO’&;"

WANG N M PROVINC:, RVN. 3 - o
e 3
4. Command ﬁeadquarters - 5th Ma;r o
. o B ) ekt Lie g . (\
5 'Rpportmg Offlcer - Lleutuxant Colonel NEIL 4. LI.JL:D“I, U. S, 1o Cgrus q;’
It T >
6. ‘l‘ask Organlzatlon QZD
B%3 Co (=) (Rein) | Lt, J. H, 84387 II
B&S Co | L |
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div '
Det, idq Co, 7th Mar : R
Det, Btry H (Rein), 3rd @n -411th Ma;t' )
Det, Comm Plat, Hg Co,Tth Mer - . o - Y
nd Plat (Rolns » Co C,1st Hngr I ro
Det, Co C, 1st S Bn -
. 2nd Plat (;o Ay 18t MT B - o
@ o .
Copy __..of _ff__. Copies ' {:
. s 2

e TARRB

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Co & (Rein ﬁﬂ%mw "Capte Jo T. FRICKGR _
7-8 Dec 1968 T
1stLt. P, S. MINAUGH
g 8-24 Dec 1968 .
0t 1 4stLt, 2. RJKIWEY
el e ni 125226 Dge 1968

Co B -
Det, H&S Co
Det Comm Plst
Det, ed Flat
RO Tm, 81unm Mort Pjat
.FO Tm, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Bn, t1th Mar
Tm, 2nd Plat (Rein), Co C, 1st Zper B
HST, Det, Co C, 1st SP En . _ , T g

Co P (Rein) o . Capt.. R.: R.. MILEQTT:

Co F <. - - - - . i

Det H&:) Co - - R P IR - . R g e 5y
Det, Comm Ppat : '
Det, “Med Flat .
FO Tm, 81mm Hort Plat ' _

FO Tm, Btry i (Rein), 3rd'3n, 11ta-Mar.iioa. 2 oo o Ly,

Tm, 2nd Plat’ (RéinY, Co'Cy 1st J_.ngr F: s EAE IR LA SRR S i

37, Det,’ Co C, 1st SP &1 I A S

Go & Refn o W1sitLt'._K. 5 RaP
Goc o R T I

Det, r{&b CO o s .' o . hf‘ et o . - e » “: ) . ;_:.‘-;;..V'~:v e . i .',.
Det, Comm Pjat - o
Det, Hed Plate- « i o TR L s SRR AR
©FO Tm, 84mm Mort blat - _— Ce A

FU Tm, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Bn, 11th Mar

Tm, 2nd Plat (Rein), Co C, 1st x_.ngr Tn

HST, Det, Co G, 1st & M -

“"Go H (Rein) - +»= - Gl ooinint oo oL Capte T P. 3. HOLM
1- 16D c 1968 7
1stlte~8, - 3, DALG ADO:
o ) 17-18 Dec 1968
' 1stLt. G, HISTLEY [ -
. - 19—-‘26 Dec 1968
':CO q - - L ] ,-:;{:‘ ‘k s :.“;.
Det, H&3 Co ’ ,
Det, Comnm Fyat
Det, Med Plat S he S
7O Tm, B84um Mert Plat . ERETE
FO Tm, Btry & (Rein), 3rd &, '11th Mg’ -
Tm, 2nd Flat (Rein), Co C, 1s% _.ngr LN N
HST Tu, Dety, Co C, 18t SP-Bn =00 ~. e ' ol

e

S4mm Mort Piat Si Tt astLts DS CT. BARRY JR.
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2, Ar ol]ierv S'U.'D'OOJ’."t' Fronm 6 December 1968 to 26 December -
1968y Operation TALIOR.COMMDY, artillery support for BLT 2/7 was
fired by the 2nd Bn, 11th Marines (Re:.ngr Thirty obscrved and
five unobserved fire ‘missions were conducted, Five: 1llum1mtlon,
1511 B and 153 WP rounds were ‘expended for a total of 1,699
rounds, &L fires were also fired daily on known and suspect~ -
ed enemy positions, - In one incident on 13 Deoccmber 1968, -Company
E received approx unately eight :anon:.ng 4, 2.mor tar rounds fired.
by W/ 2/ 11e This resulted in one USMC KLi and one USII\, »IL.u. :

by Alr Support
(1) 7-14 Decomber

(a) 4% 0708 301* Decomber 1968 Bm 2/7 was llfted into
a secure .1g whlch had “been prepped with four Tlights of fixed wing
prior to the lut. ‘The 1lift was conducted with the. Sup'o crct of LL.M- |
165 and E_I\ZM-%Z’, Hld was. conple‘ced o.'b 0709501.. L : N

' (b) Thore wis & 4o tal of seven fllbh'tb oi‘ £iz cl :L
run during “the oporation, This brought a total of eleven ons of .
hard ordnance used and two tons of sof+t oxrdnance,. ‘The BIP also had
the uU;ppOI."b of UH-1E gunships and OV-104ts, o

- (e) ‘Medevacs 684 rosupplies were fragged through. the .
HST, They were run with tle support of 4364, There was a flarc
ship on station o.urlng “the nights per:.ad:.cally, and Llo.re shlps were
m call at ¢ lltmcu. T N o :

(2) 17—-18 Dccember 1968

(a) 4% 170730% Deccmber 1968 BIT 2/7 (~) Wos lutod _
into 1z WRE! (.7962552) by Ile-364. The lift was completed ot 0930,
The first wave of helicopters landed in a relatively hot zonc and
rceeived  sporadic snipor fire, Sniper fire was curtailed by o
Ubi-15 gunships and one OV-10L, ' Therc was no morc -sniper fire until
the last wave entered the zong, This fire was surprgssod. by one aix
strike which waz rin ot “T955552. ' el

(D) During the o days of the opera ’c:.on uh.e"‘O were a . .
total of five air strikes which werce composed of four flights of i-d
and one flight of F-4, Thorc was a total of 83 tons of ordnanec .
dropped” amd 12, siructures destroyed plus 200 me‘bers of m:c,ol:mc. _
The averago oovc,_cag\, O.L 'tdI'Q'Ot was gooo.. “ , :

(5]
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(¢) Visual rcoonmaissance was provided by OV-10ils

which were on station periodically during the two days. During

the night of the 17th a fluI‘OaSﬂl_p was on sta tl.on from 1845H untll

0615H, . . _

@) All'medcvacswerc Tun with the support of HMM-364
and were fragged through the @CP local and aided in the LZ by the
IS8T, There were no J:jesu_ppl:.os.

(6) Tactical coordination betwoen artillery and air
liaison personnel on the BLT level during the sweep was excellent
and no problems prevailed.

8. Intelligence

Q¢ dinemy Units in 4Area Prior to Operaticn

Enemy units in the operational arca prior to the operation
were belicved 2 be an unknown element of the 21st Regiment locatcd
at :T84845%, The 3rd Sopper Batialion consisting of 300 men werc
at AT8T752, The 1st Communications Battalion with a strength of 400 :
men werc located ad AT7948, Eloments of the 141st NVi4 Regiment, R
possibly the 2nd BEnttalion werce located at 4T8654. Total strengths ‘
were 280, The 0-83 (IF) Battalion with a strongtn of 250 men were
located at 4AT8854, :

Be Enemv_ Strength, Misgion and Tadtics Juring the Operotion

During the operation cnemy contact with BIT 2/7 was light.
Interrogation of civilians in the arca revealed the cnemy was in the
arca but withdrew prior to the commencement of thc operation. The
large amounts of rice f£ound in the area also indicated encemy prescncc,
Inck of contnct left -bho m::.ss:.ons, tactics and strength of +the enemy -
undetermlned.

Ce Torra in

The terrain within the area of operation consisted of arid
rice paddies, Duc to the structurc of the ricc paddies, wvchiculir
movement was impossible, Foot motement was restricted by swollem
conditions of the rivers and strcams, The trcoclinces .cneountcred”
throughout the operational arca werce growing . in island like gTOVCS,

de Meather

The weather during the operation was gencrally clcar, with
o fow light night showers, The BIT suffcred no adversce offects from
the weather, _ .

L TR
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. 9. DMigsion: See note below, .

10. Concept of Operation: S'~n note below.
11 .'ﬂxecution:. cm, note belmr

NG s fnls operatlon COnblbtud of: taxaw digtinct lJhoaes. Zach one
involved a separate mission, concept, and execution. iccordingly, para-
&raphs 9, 10, znd 11 have been combined as indicated. bplow to allow

for a mor: logical preswntation. S, :

Part I - 5-1-6 December - 1968 4. H0 4 Combat Bas\, and ARIZON i -Area.
Pa:rt II - 17 18 D\,cembvr 1968 - GO mOI Ioh W ..xeo,

Part III - 1-9-2.6 Da,c ember 1968 - Defense of the Southern Approaches
to AN nOA Combat Base.

"Part I- 5-16 D\,oembcr - 1968 ol IIOM Cwmbo.’c —‘L:Sg. and MRIZDI\L’. ireae - .

a. Mission

. ‘On D-Dgy at L-Hour BALT ‘2/7 conduct helicopterborne assgult into
Lz CHAT isGIZ8 snd attack north to.seize Regimental Objectives 271, 272, 273,
. and 274, establish company blocsing pogitions on demgmted Regimentsl Ob-
Jectives (front north) prior to sunset on D+1. On D+2 from blocking posi-
tions support ‘RW attack from north to south, maintain direct and close
liaison with attacking /RVN forces and coordingte passage of BLT lines by
that force on D+3., On order, aboubt D+3, break blocking positions, wheel, )
and sweep south in trace of MRW to L4 CHAMr .43 conducting detailed search .
to locate and destroy enemy forces in zone. On sbout D+6, on order, retro-
#rade by halicopter frowm LZ .CiMriGHE to N HOL Combat Basa,’ :

.

b. Concept of Om,ratlon

'ut L_Hour on D.-D Ay BLT 2/7 conducts a hellcoyterbornn .ssault
into LZ CA AMPGNZ and attacks to the northeast to establish four company
blocking positions, supports MRWN forces from these blocking positions during
linkup and passage of ZLT lines, tnen wnecls -end conducts a detailed search
to locate and destroy enemy forcas in. 30, and upon completion of sweep is
helilifted to AN HOA Uombat Base. This opo.‘f'atinn will be condnnthed in gix
whasess

(1) rH.58 I. Landing and consolidation in LZ CHLE.CNE

(a) The first comiany to land in the LZ will secure the nor tharn
nalf of the LZ. '

(b) 1Ihe second company will secure the southern nalf.

R oovow m
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(¢) Tac third uOm}_)’)n, to land will immediately attack through the ‘
northern company to seize, cccupy 2nd defend Objective ..

(d) The Commmnd Group will land after the third company.

(e) The fourth company to land sill occupy =an attack position
in rear of the company that is providing sccurity for tnsz northern sceior
of the Li, oo : '

(2) rissd IT. Continuafion of the attack on D-D,y.

(a) after AT Objective 4 18 szcured thas fourtn ocuypany to 1and
will be ordered to seize, occupy, and defend Objective 3.

(b) ifter LT Objective B iz secured the two companics in the attack
willm arder asltermnately seize, occupy, and defend Objectives C, and D.

() The tw attacking .ompanies will mutuglly support cacn other
by fire during the attack on Objectives 3, C, and D.

(d) The two companics and the Command Group will =dvance in trace
of the attacking ccmpanics,

(e) Compsanics advencing in trace of ths attacking companics will
ve prepared to support the attack by fire or maneuver. ‘

(f) On order cne of the ccmgqnleo advancing in trace will seisze,
occupy, and defend AT Objective 4, :

(8) Nigot defensive positions will be established on ELT Objectives
C, D, and S, ’ . )

(3) Fi.:34 III. Continuation of the attuck to Rbg:mknt .1 Objectives
271, 272, 273, 274 on D+1.

(a) At first lignt on D+1 the LT will continue tine attack cmploy-
ing the sciheme of mancuver as on D-Day to seize, occupy, and dafend ELT Ob-
Jectives & and G and Objective 272,

(b) ‘&fter Objective 272 is sccured onc companj will seize, occupy,
id defend Objective 273, ihe company on Objective 272 will support the at-
tack by fire, ‘

(¢} Vhile the attack is in progress one company will occupy =n
attack position in th: vicinity of Onpjective 272. .ifter Objqctive 273 is
secured this coupany will be ardarsd to seize, occupy, and defend Ubjec-
tive 274. The ccmpeny on Ubjective 273 will support the attack hy fire.

6
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. . » C (@) wiaile the attsck is in progress tac fourth company will ocl®
' cupy an sattack position in tae vicinity of Objective 272. .:fter Objective
274 is secured the company will be ordered to seize, occupy, =nd defend
Onjective 271. Ine company on Unjsctive 272 will support this attack by
fire. B : C ’

(e) 1fter ObeCthc 271 is sccured all companies will ><;taollsh
blocking positions on th »ir assigned objectives.

(4) PH4SS IV, Blocking force on D+2 and D+3 to destroy enemy forces
fleelng bafcre RVN forces gnd to sunport ARVE forces durlng 11nhup and pas-
2e of lines.

(5) FHASE V. Detailed sweep cof zome frem north to south to destroy
enemy forces. oweep will commonce on order on J+5 and *111 terminate on or
Qb"ut D+6 at LZ Cl-_u].\ff GNJ. :

(6). "FHiSE VI Helicopter 11ft on or abo at D+6 to .f‘,}I_EOL.;,Combaﬁ Base,
Sse enclosure (1)

v ¢. - Bxeoutions LT 2/7 began planning for Operation TAYLOR COMMON
on 5 Decamber upon receipt of the 5th Marines Frag Order 115-68. On 5 and
6 December the HLT was staged at the N HO4i Combat 3ase. Ihie dperaticn
gtarted at 070825H Deconber with a helicopter asssult into Landing Zone
. 0 MP AGNE and was conducted in six phases.

(1) Fhase I. Company £ landed in L2 CiiMr JGNE unopposed at 0825
followad by Company & who assisted Company H in securing the LZ, 4t 0900
Company G was lifted into the landing zone and occupied =n wttmck pcsition
to the rear of Company H. 4t 0920 the Command Grouy was lifted into La
CH fr sGN& followed by Company F which occup ied an sbttack position to the
resr of Company G. Tne entirs 1ift was oomplbt d at 0950. - Company *G comuenced
the attack on Objective 4 at 071115H December. Some harassing .sniper fire
was rucaled in the LZ after the landing, but no casus ltl‘s result.d.

(2) thase II. The attack and securing of Objectives 3, G, D, and
& procecded as planned with Ubjective 2 being secured at 1900 by Conipany i.
Hight defensive positions werse csgtablished in vicinity of OchCthGS c, D,
and 8. [nere was no rrnpmy contact during this phasec.

: : (3) rhase III, On D+1 the attack continu@d s planncd - and at
081809 Decenbar the blockind positions werc establishcd on the regimontal

sbjectives after several boshy traps and smell arms fire were encountered

on Objective 274.

1 (%)
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(/L) fhase IV, "The blecking pdsitions ‘were maintained for Ffive
d- ys. Durlng A probeé in the area of Objective 274 on the first night of this
phasc Company 4 killed a UV4 Sprgeant which was found tne next day while
searching the area out. 310, a NV. Chieu Hoi witn a woapon (1&-47) was picked
up in the same area. On D+4 the A3VH Rangers comple 2ted the link-up and pas-—
sage of lines and Company & moved from the ofigingl blocking position to
41855496 to prevent any cnemy from ¢scaping as the RV R.ngers started
tncxr sweep tQ the, northeast. )

(5) :hasb V. fhe 4 Ms original plan o’ swwp in trace *»f the
LRV ané,ers was unnecessary as their swecp was deternmined to be exceptlo.lqlly
thorgugh. Instead the battalion continued to conduct patrols in the vicinity
of the blocking positions and was prepared to bxplm.t Ay 31tuat1vn v’nch '
nay Ila,Vx, been developed by tie Rangers.

(6) .Fhase VI, Tanis phase of the cperation was not completed as
plannt,d due” to the nonqullablllty of aircraft; however, the 8imn Mortar
£latoon and Company F were moved by helicopter from tne blocking positions
on 14 Dacember to MY S.)I\t (1)« Tae remainder of the BLT c*nductﬁd a sweep o
vicinity of .T861. 89 where a river crossing via native boat was made across
the 508G TIN YANH." 311 units arrived a2t MY ON (1) (4T901469) by 1:41530H
Decembér.. This move com;lut d ayp 2/7'& mission to block and S\rh.up in th‘.,
ARIZ'OHA Area.

(7) Company F nannéd four strongpoints in the vicinity of MY 0N .
(1) until relieved by Company o on 16 December 1968. 4t tais time OFCON
of Ccmpany i was passed to the 5th fiarinés until 25 December 1968.

Part IL - '17-13 Deciuiber {963 - GO NOI ISLID hxes,

a. Miss:.on

" At LiHour on B-Day 1and by hc,llc0pter in 37 WREN in west rn GG NOI
and conduct search to locate and destroy eneuy forces in zone of action.

',_:b."‘ ;Co"ncepf’.éf Operation -

uu.rmg the’ nig nt and’ early 1 )I'nmJ~ hours *‘I‘lOI‘ to L-Hour on D-uay
two companies will estsblish a blocking posn',lnn in the vicinity'of 3.0 &
T4Y and THRNH MY, 4t L-Hour on D-Day three companies of HLT 2/7 conduct a
helicopterborne nssqult into L2 WREN =nd attack to the cast then to the south-
Q@ st towards the estahlisned ‘blocking position to locate and destroy en-
eily forcés in the 4. Upon completion of gttack in the . the three com-
panies of P 2/7 will return to i H04i. This dperation will be conducted
in 4 phases: C :

(1) ithase I, Landing and consolidation in LZ WREN.

_ 8
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‘ ' B (a) The f irst company tc land in the LZ will ‘secure the LZ

and thén upon the landing: of the.secdénd comg my the flrst comany wild
gecure- the western half of the. Li,

(b) ’l‘hﬁ 8¢ oond company 111 secure t'ne easternthlf‘of\ tne L.
(c)‘ fhﬂ Commnd Graup w111 Iond ﬂi‘tcr the” scc ol campuny.

N (d): The. th:uzd company to land w111 innediately’ qtt acic aft\,r
- firing a prepartory mission through the uastem sector of the Ll to: seize,
occupj, and d- fe,nd UDJLCthG 1.‘. . . : o

(2) PhﬂSb II Crmtlnuqtlon of r.hu attack on D-Dgy.

S (a) “f'tn,r 3LT ObJectlve 1 J.s bucured the secnnd corr"any to
1and wlll move into an attack position adjacent to ObJa,ctn“ 1o In co- .
ordination with the initisl attacking company, both compqnlg,s will on ofder
Slee, ccupy “and defend 31.:1 Obaectlves 2, °3, and 4 ,

: (b) Tae two attackmg coi Lpam-a mu mutuany Supkort 3ach
uther by fire during tie attack on Objectives 2, 3, and 4. A

R IE (e) The remaining company. and tne Command. Group. will advence
~in trace. of the qttacklnc companies, S

. ' A (d) mu.compqny qdvancung in trace of the attacking co smpanics
wlll be preperui to support tnae -att .k by fira, O WaNEUVEr, »

: g (e) Nleht defens:.ve posn.tlons WllJ. be, bst .Jll.)n’d in tm vie
cmlty ‘of AT Objective 3% qnd 4. e S :

(3) Pnase III. Contmuatlon Of th\, attock thnrds the u§mbllﬁhod
blocking positicn. . .. R Y . , . : o :

(a) On crder twe companies continue the attack in a south\,ast-
erly direction towards the L.st »blisned blﬁckmg pos:.tlon. S

_ : (1) rhase IV. . Upon completion of tho. operation and -on order tho BIE
'will return to N HO4. S o - L
‘See enclogure (2).
. c. @xecution: : LT 2/7. began planning for this part of Uperation
TAYLOR COHMOW upon recelpt of 5th Marines Frag Order 124-68 on 15 December. .
«i BLT 2/7.(=) assaulted into Lz WREN - (*i0962553) via helicopter at 170851
December witin: three compsnies and the Conmmand Gruup. Jpon lending, OrCON.
of Companies 4 and C 1st 3attalion, 5td NMarines was passced to AT 2/7 (-
Companies -4 snd C had ecstablished 3 blocking position in vicinity. of 3:0 N
TAiY and THNH MY (AT982538 to .T980529 to AT969529) on D-1.

. v, e
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(1) Ehase: I. Company 3 landed in LZ YREV at 0815 followed by ‘
Company G wno assisted in securing tie Li. 4t 0845 the Commend Group was
lifted into LZ WRAN followed by Company # at 0935, Company T secured Ob-

Jjective 1 a2t 1135 ‘with-no eneny contact.

(2) zhase II, The attack and securing of Opjectives 2, 3, and 4
comnenced as pl«»,rmm with only minor resistance being encountered. Ob-
Jectives 2 and 3 were secured at 171715H December and the hattalion consoli~
d ated around Objective % and established night defensive posﬂ;mm,. Con-

tact during the night consisteddf mincr probes by the enemy. ..t first light
on b+1 Company F commenced the attack :n Onjective 4; no contgct was Rade
and the objective was secured at 180840H December. OCompany F rocovered six
UsC MIA's from Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines in the vicinity of
Objective 4. Unmpany G closed to Ybpjective 4, conducted a détailed search
of the ares =nd coordinated tne e¢vacustion of the six MI.'s, as Company #
continued to attack towards the blocking positicn.

(3) Yhase ITI, The link-up by Company F at the wleocking position
established by Companies & and C, cccurred at 1813154 Deccember. Companies
3 and G and the Command Group arrived at the blocking position at 1814§On
Docember,

(4) Thase IV. The movei“ent of Companies 3 and G and the Command
Group completed LT 2/7 (-) opurations in the GO NOI ISLAVD srea. However,
prior fto tnis time crders were, recoived from the 5th Marines for one company
and the Boumand Grour to roturn to AN HOL Combat Bgse, and that LT 2/7 (-) ’
was te pass O0/ON of tne twe attached companics and two companies of 3T
2/7 (-) (Companics P =nd @) t> 1st 3gttalion, 5th #farines for continued op-
eraticns in thoe GO NOI IBLLID sres. Company 2 =nd tke Commaend Grour moved
3y fuot to Liberty 3Jridge- snd by vehicle to AN #H€04 Combat 3zse. Movament
was completed at 1848304 December.

Part III - 19-26 December - Defense of Ssuthern Approsches to W 0. Combat
Basc.

a. Migsion

Sgtablisn a base of operations ot MY 308 (1) .T094466 and conduct
offensive oporatisns to destroy the enemy in tho 3cuthern 0. Frovide scé-
urity for dsily nino sweep operatinsns to clear Liberty Road from N HOi to
tie nortaern boundsry of 41@ a7 0, Kva,p Libarty Road cpon within the 8n 40
and protect friendly convoys by constant surveillance and interdiction of
enemy threats o tae road with day 0is, and night ambushes and patrcls along
the axis of the road. HMaintain' security forces at strongpmints ilpha (4T
395468), 3ravo (.7895466), Charlic (4Pd91465), and Delta (lffs?o 165). Con-
duct patrols and ambushes tc screen the s uthern approaches to N H04A. 3e
prepared to provide reaction forces to assist W HO4 Combat Base, A¥ 104
Industriasl Complex, PHU DAU r\,fugc,a. settlement, DUC DU(‘ District ieadquarters,

saan @
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and - LAF 291 in the event of cnemy attﬂck Maintain one rifle ccmpany pre-
pared to deploy within one hour of receipt of order to any de s:.gnated ares
in the Southern 40 by helicopter, foct, or motor vehicle.

b, Concept of Operation

it H-Hour on- D=Day LT 2/7 at MY N (1) -occupics the assigned
40 for the defense of that portion of AN HO4 Combat 3ase and surrounding come
plexy. Be prepsred to depleoy cne company on crder to any designated area in
40 by foot, helicopter, or motor vehicle.  Une company -on two. day rotational
basis will provide security to keep Liberty Road open to traffic by conastant
surveillzsnce over the road by day and-nignt time activities and sccurity for
daily minesweep operatisns. One company on a two day rotational basis will
conduct day and night cperations is assigned 40. One company.as BLT rescrve
<(>n)a two day rwtatldnal bqsls w1ll ;st;a.ollsh A str«*ng c:mbqt bosge qt MY 30N
1)

c. -idxecution

: (1) On 13 Dscmber 1963 Company.3 =snd the Command Group returned
to the Wl nO4 Combat 3ase to provide additional support for the defense of
the southern gpproaches to AV II0si Combat Base. On 20 and 21 Decambar Com-
pany £ in cocperation and cosrdination with the 707th R& Company c.nducted
a search and destroy operstion in the vicinity of +HU Naua (6), (7) ",nu
. (9) (41835492 to AT90149% to 4T903433). 3ee cnclosure (3). Compeny 3
moved intc the area of operation in conjunction with a.read sweep with the
707th RP Company following in trace. o resistance was encountered in the
assault of 'thn. objectives by either ccrgawy; however, several booby traps
) " Botn companies remained for the night on tne::c respective
A obaectlws and conducted night smbushes on suspected nortar sites. At 21
15354 December Colyagny 3 was assigned the mission to remain in the rHU NHUN
(6) .ares and conduct night ambushes near a suspected mortar site at 41897
~.  497. Night ambushes were conducted with negative re sults and Ccocmpany B re-
- turned to the ZLT CP at 221110H December., Throughout the area assigned
_Company 2 only old bunk ‘rs, spidér holes and trench lines were found with
very few indigenous perscnanel in thc, area.

(2) 3t 221500d December Crlpany & wes assigned the migsizn to es-
... tabligh éight (8) night ambush sites along the southern boundary of AV HOA
~-.  Combat Base. These sites were mapmmed on the following twe nlg,hts (2% and .
' 24 December ) by Company P with negative resul ts. . :

(3) 4t 211530 December Companies F and G commenced company size

~--w.. . Ppatrols throughout the southern approaches to AN HOA Combat 3’159~ Jee en-.
closure (4). _ o ' .

Y X ) . . t~
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(a) 4t 2115308 December Company G moved into the hills 0 the.. .  ~-w
- southeast, Company 2 a3t 2116152 December moved tc the nllls to the S“utﬂr---"“*“»iwwg

westsd‘tnv'ET cvm@ndfwbt at MY %N‘(1) _ ' e T

,~-~3 (b) Companies P and G conducted plato n size gqtruls and T
squad night ambushes throughout their assigned arcas with ne contacts and only
“Pld cunkers, trgncnllnos, spider holes and unused trails wers found., How
ver, on 22 December six VO with weapons were <bserved by Company G from
Qpprox1nztply 1500 meters. They were scen nesr the road as the road sweep
towards Liberty 3ridge w:s being conducted. Through co,rdlnqt1on with Company
H a sweep of the arsa was made with.negative results. Company B rﬁuurned B
to the 4T CGi" at 1105 and Comﬁqny G at 1355 on 23 Decenber.

: (4) CLCON of LT 2/7 passed from 5th quin\,s t5 Tth Marinss at
261000 December. The rotrograde move to DAVANG commenced when Unmpany 3
was flown by helicopter to FLC on 23 December. The move was completed :fien
olements of Company H and the LT Command Group departed iV HCi Combat 3ase

via fixed wing aircraft at 261000H December. This completed FLT 2/7's
participation in Operation T YLOR COMMONe-

12. "lizgults , ) )

‘2 Friendlx : | -  '<v'.L R
| (1) UsMc | g @
B ! Officers ' Znlisted e o
LA MLgE KIa uIi NLHE EX . . ...

1 ‘ 1 : 323 13 24 S
(2) Uy | - | | )

Officers Inlisted L

None - KIi wli WIS

1 2 1
(3) Squipment |
None
b Znemy

(1) Casuslties

(a) NV4 KI4 53
bg VG KIs 7
Detainces 19
d) Chieu Hoi 1 :
I~
12
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Weapons Caoptured

. (a) LK 4T 5
gb) SKs 2
c) SK-4 1.

(3) Grensdes and Mines Captured . .
(a) ChiCsom Grenades 2

(4) Mmmunition Captured by Rounds

- a) Rice 108,520 1bs
b) .wheat : 2 1hs
~(c) - Corn ‘ .. 680 1bs
- (&) RPG Boosters 4
A'<§e) ChiCom M Magagines ,
- (f)  AK-47 Hagazines 5
' gg) issorted hedical Gear
h) ~ sgsorted NVai Clothing
o (i) assorted WVi Individual Squipment
- (3) Carvine Kazazines.

13. Gidminigtrative Matters

. a. Maintenance .

Salliseilalive

(1) lagintomance of organie equipment was performed by the using
units with the exception of communicaticns equipment mnd wonpons. .whioh
were repairced by FLC contact teans gt the L. ' E

b, Logisticg

(1) On 7 December 1968 the battali n wes agsignsd to Yperation
TLYLOR COMMON., 4 battalion size L34 was established at aN HOL Combat
3ase. The Li3di was op.rated by HST personnel with the supporting rep-
resentatives frim S-4, Supply, a Communicatin Tochnician and an Ammuni-
ticn Technician,.

(2). Tne follswing types of resupples were provided by the LSi

et

CL,S3 I Mer ¢ 933 Cnscs
: Water 6,500 Gals
. SOP. I)aCkS 25
TrioXane 34023
Long Range R tions 150 Casos
CLa35 III  Diesel 230 Gals
_ Nor ol
LA £
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CL4SS V 5456 Tracer 2 Cgses
5.56 34ll - 20 Cases
«45 Cal ‘ 500 rds
.50 8/T : 6 C,ses
dCiam HE 12 C,ses
60mm HB ‘ -9 Cascs
60mm Illunm ’ 14 Cases
&0mn Wi _ _ 6 Cases
106mi AT ' 14 Cascs
- 106ms Hdr'T : 9 Cases
106mm B/H 20 C,scs
Hanid Grenades 20 Cases
Snoke Grenade Groen 12 Cascs
Sucke Grenade Yellow T Gases
Snoke Grenade Iigd _ 5 Casgus
3.5 €37 6 Cases
35 W . 3 Cases
Claymores . 3 Uasts
Red 3t-r ¥Farachute . "4 C,ses
Wnlte Star i arachute 12 {,s08
Green 3tar iarachute 12 Cases
Hon.3lect Blasting Caps 420 Zach
Time Fuze 3,000 Fect
C-4 352 iounds .
Det Cord 2,900 Feet
Liaws 3 Capscs

(3) Class II, IV 2nd VIII was provided by tne battalisn rear,
wiicn was at Camp Love, D N NG, RVE, It was found th:t transportation
was the blggest nindrance in this type of operation duce to tne distance
involved., ‘Ihe following items were provided.

CL.iS5 II- 3% 386 20 Cases
' 3. 30 5 Jazes
3% 1100 2 Doxes
daversack 5 Zach
roncho 20 3ach -
L3s . 300 Tubes
Cleaning solvont 100 4 oz Cans
Beots 15 rair
Trousers A Talr
Sucks 360 1 air
Under soirts 100 dach
Conteens 25 Sach
Mngg. Hepel. 10 3oxas
Zlcet Tape 5 Iicllg
™ot Jowder <10 3oxes
idalizsne Tablets 10 3oxcs
Helmets 2 iach
I | ®
L
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' - CLass Iv. . _ Sandbags o 2,00C iazch
B o Bnginecr 3takes 100 3ach

ce Helicopter support was prov1deu by 4st sgrine jircraft Wing for
resu.ply and . M_JDJV i missi.ns, » ' :

d.. The wate,r I‘&,supply pomt at N HOL was U.tlllZ‘d tq flll '111
water ruqulr‘.rmnts. o : :

Qe 4 oattqllon size m,sshqll wAS xstqbllshed at AN HOA C“"’bqt BQSL,
for. a%perisd of seven days to provide two hot meals per day supplwanted
with C-raticns.. Howevm some difficulties were .encountered due to a
lack of adequate Sy ce, refrigeration,. anp. ~gupplies.

f. Comniunlcatl:ns.

(1) . Comaunicatisns in support of ZLT 2/7 cperated in an efficient
nmanner during Operation TiYLOR CQEON. The .RC-25 was used extensively:
{or all radic nets with the L,xoeptl m of .the covered. czrcult

(2) The m@: 77, o FM Tadio was utilized on the Hegimental
i‘actlcal Ngt to provide g cgverea circuit. The weight totaled sllchtly
uore than fifty-five pqundc coupled with the two Bi-336's requlrerl o
operate the KY-335.,- lais created s provlien for the personnel ypacking
: the gear. 3atteries nseded to be replaced app}?chmately every day to
’ afford maximum eryp tC«fra;th comtuqlc:atluns.

(3) -Uurino the lattar part of AT 2/7 s pﬂrticipqti;an in Opora-
tizn TAYLOR COILION a4 omtcnbaard was utilized effcctl*mlj. Chietnllic
lines were run to tae four strong points also twd administrative lines.
and a hot line were run to the 5th Marines. On the evening of- 15 December
these lines lines were cut by the enemy; however, wire serwice to the 5th
Marines was rest 2d. on the mopning of 16 Decenmber, :

(4) During the operation a minimum amount of interference was
encountered and dld not significally disrupt communicatiens,- The enenmy .
did not use any type of effective initiative deception or frequcncy Jam-
ing that could be de’cected durlng the Operatlon.

114. _pecia'l mqu;pment and Technlques'z One technlque thcd: was employed
to advantage during the helicopterborne asszults was to use a 345 WP
round to mark any targets the gunships were to take under fire.

This technique was discusgsed with the air representatives at the- pre-
assault conference, The aommending Bfficer of the assault company §aid
that any target that he would not attack would be marked with a W round
fired from a 3.5 Rocket Launcne,r. The gunsaips wers then free to take
thése targets under fire without any further clearance. TInis system
proved very effective anda’ made a,llowmce for a4 possible breqzcﬁown in
communicsa iicns.
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15. Commsnder's analysis: In general, =11 phases cf tais operation '
were oxecuted smoothly =nd only s foew items are worthy of additional
comnent, _

4. Ine one factor that contributed most to the success «f the two
helicopterborne assaults was the pre-assault conference =nd visual recon-
naissance.  ittondees at this conference were representatives of the LT,
the helicopter squadron, the gunsulp squadron, the air obs.rver, and the
Iactical .iir Controller (! 1r:)ornb) 411 det=ils concerning thc troop
lift anA alr support were 2iscussed and gettled 'at‘this time.

be Durlnb the Planning for' the first helicoptertorne assault it wos
stated that 2 C&C aircraft wes not availabls for- tae AT commander's
use. ;,ccordmgly, no plans were made for him to bhe airborne during
the assault, Whon the helicopters arrived on D-Day it was announcad
tnnt a CG&C aircraft was available, hut the LT was unable to use it be-
cause the necessary communications arrangemsnts hai nst . beun previously
nadee. 4 C&C helicopter was available and was utilized during the second
helicopterborne assault. OUne prcblm was cnccuntered when this helie
copter had to return to MCAPF, iR L2 MOOWTAIN and the ZLT Commander w s
sut of contact with tine assault units for approxinately thirty mi.utes.

c. Tals operation umphasized again the noed for chorougnness and
patience while searching bunker$ ani houses. Over fifty-four tons of
rice were found by tac LT by quilying toese two cardlinal rulcs. ‘

ds Ko civic action or ssychologlc:l Warfare was conduvted,

¢ Contact with noncombatants was liuited.. Hedical treatment was
glven to only a few critically wounded or ill civilians.

f. Once again the AT suffered casualties from friendly artillory
firce when on 13 Decenber 1963 Company 3 received ecight incoming 4.2"
mortar rounds, . .

g. During the helicopterborne assault on GO NOI ISLND the troop
ships werce firing their .50 caliber machineguns as they were landing in
the Lde  his is a very dangernus practice =nd unnecessarily endang’ers
the lives of the troops cn the ; ournd.

h.- Jus-t pr:ior to the qssault wave lsnding a smoke screen was of-

fected by tws -4 4/C. T.is pwrpl to bn v{_ry effictive- since ’ma, zone.
was a "Hot Zne. : '

16. Hecommendations

a. That g pre-asssult conference be c.nducted bafore emch helicopter-
borne assault. -
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: ,
be That provisions be made for the battalion commander to Jjointly

auploy a C&C helicopter with the ccmmander of the squadron making the
troop 1ift. .3so provision should be made tc land the battalion com-
aander witi his unit or to return him to a pecint from wiich he can readily
rejoin his unit in the event th:t the C&C helicopter has to leave the
ar":‘lao

ce That after the first wave helicopters not be permitted to fire
their .50 caliber macnine.uns while onfinal a proach into the LZ, while
landed in the L4, and while flying over the LZ after takeoff in order
not to endsnger the lives of thc troops on th. ground.

de That steps be taken to onsurc the safety of infantry when friendly
artillery is firing. This organization has suffered nuzerous casuglties
including two Marines KIi, from friendly artillery during rocont opera-
tizns, In addition to the obviously adverse effect on morale these
neadless casualties glso tend to lessen the troops confidence in the
supporting units.

e. Tnat the use of smoke be considered for assault landings.

\ e .

e NBLIONW ‘

Copy tos

Co, Tth Marines

DECLASSIFIED . -




