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LEADQUARTERS
7th Engineer Battalion (Rein), MMF
FPO San Francisco 96602 : A
- 3/WIL/su
5750
10 June 1967

From: Commending Officer
To: Commandmg General, First Marlne Division (Attn- Field Historlan)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 May to 31 May 1967

N

‘ Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 N
' (b) RMFPAC 5750.8 N
(¢) DivO 5750.2B %
>
Encl: y{1) iiay Command Chronology -
'1. 1In consonance with references (a), (b) and (c), enclosure (1) is 2
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COMMAND CHRONCLOGY
, | 1 May 1967 to 3L liay 1967
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"Parf I .
ORGANT ZATION DATA
1. DESIGNATION | COMPANDER
7th Engineer Battalion (Rein), FMF LtCol. F. W. HARRIS III
' : 8 August 1966
SUBORDINATS UNITS
Headquarters Co Capt. M. WEISER 25 March 1967
Service Co Capt. H, L. CAMPBELL 7 March 1967
. Co WM v >Capt. L. H. WALTERS, Jr. 3 April 1967
Co "B Capt. J. R. PHANEUF 7 March 1967
Co Mgt Capt. W. H. WEST 24 March 1967
Co '“D“‘ ' Capte J. W. MARSHALL, III - 9 January 1967
ATTAGHED UNITS
1st Bridge c:o Capt. W, D, LYTCH, Jr, Z October 1966
3rd Bridge Co Capt B. A. HULTMAN 3 april 1967
Co ¥A", 9th EngrBn Capt. G. W. MIMS, Jr. 12 September 1966
o 2. LOCATION . |
| 7th Engineer Bn 6 August _1965 Danang, RVN -
1st Bridge Co 8 December 1965 Danang, RVI
3rd Bridge Co ‘17 October 1966 Danang, RVN |
Co "i%, 9th EngrBn 26 June 1966 Danéng, RVN
3. STAFF OFFICERS |
Exacuti;e Officer  Major L. E, RAMSEY 25 May 1967
5-1 2nd Lt. J. R. MANKING 25 fugnst 1966
5-2/3 Capt. J. W. DOUGHERTY 25 May 1967
S~4 - Major W. S. SHEA ' 17 December 1966
1 Eclomurs (1)
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Supply Officer Capt. Ji W. WILSON 5 July 1966

] DECLASSIFIED

Sgt. Major Sgt.Maj. E. J. URBIN 8 August 1966

AVERALGE }MONTHLY STRANGTH
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5. PERSONNEL G.INS /ND LOSSES

Gains Losses
USMEC . USH - UsMe usH
OFF 1 OFF O OFF 3 OFF 0
ENL 149 ENL 6 ENL 38 ENL 2

SRS W i e e s,

{,._.........xo«-..-. (RO

9 EP———
PO
W den il

P onREren po
R P
i };, PR ';;“}f;

! [ '
L;' Luieiisi o ety bzt

'

2 o Enclosurc (1)

DECLASSIFIED



— ; DECLASSIFIED

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMILRY

The 7th Engineer Battalion (Rein) continued support of the III
Marine Amphibious Force within the Da Nang area, Platoons from the
attached Bridge Companies are rendering additionsl support in the Chu
Lai area, Hue/Phu Bai area, and the Dong Ha area.

Significant events during May include the placement of a 133!
8" M4/M4T6 floating bridge bypass on Route 1 (AT 926867). The ty-
pass was trafficable ten (10) hours after the existing highway bridge
" was blown. To provide existing highway bridges on the main arteries
© with additional security measures, a program was initiated to install
lights, concertina around piers, swim nets, anti-floating object nets,
and catwalks. Various combinations were used as deemed appropriate.
1 1255 foot floating foot bridge was installed on the new Da Nang
. . River Bridge (BT 040763) for a temporary security catwalk, Projects
. ’ contimiing include the construction of a 283 foot steel/timber pile
bent bridge (class 60)on Route 12 (BT 032649); elevating the roadway
of Route 5 above the high water mark, and placing rock from Tuy Loan
(LT 945707) to Dai Loc (AT 922577); operation of the Song Thu Bon Ferry
(iT 923535) averaging 106 vehicles and 31 round tripe per day; up~
grading of Dai Loc bypass, Route 13C and Route 5; and the maintenance
of 121 KM of roads, ‘

PiRT III
SEQUENTI.L LISTING OF SIGIIFLC.NT EVINTS
Topics

a. Personnel and .dministration, This battalion was selected as
a2 test unit to test and evaluate battalion lavel personnel
reporting in West Pac., Construction of additional office
space was necessary to maintain proper control and coordine-
ation of personnel reporting and the resultant increase of
record keeping at Battalion Level. i{ll company personnel
reporting terminated on 30 lpril 1967 and personnel repor-
ing at battalion level com:enced on 1 May 1967, Re-distri-
bution of personnel and equipment was effected as required to
facilitate battalion level reporting.

b. Enemy, Weather and Terrain,

(1) 011130H at 4T 917514, tow grader from Headquarters Heavy
Equipment detonated a mine, 2 WI.. (1 DOW)

(2) 011250H at BT 008730, a liarine from "C% Company detonated
a mine, (M-14), in a mine field operation, 2 WI..

(3) 051200H at AT 916512, “DY Cowpany road construction crew
detonated a mine, 7 WIA (6 med evac). - ’

(4) O61433H at 4T 922515, a TD-18 from "D" Company detonated
a mine, 2 WIi (2 evac)., . : '

- (5) 061530H at .T 882473, "C*" Corpany MRS detonated a mine,

2 VI. (evac), \

3 BEnclosure (1)
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(6) 1‘40}1 at AT 926866 bridge ’*1own‘ Route 1, Bridge
Company notified.

(7) 10173CH at BT 031647, "BY Company construction crev
received Si fire, 1 WIA (cvac).

(8) 121230H at BT 001633, CO of "BY Company traveling East on
Anderson Tra.l obzerved 2 VC preparing to fire. CO "BY
C;mpany fired 6 rounds and left area, reported incident to
/1.

(9) 121417 at BT 031648 "B" Company bridge construction crew
received 1 round sniper fire, Security element returned
2 rounds 60mm mortar, 1 VC KIA (PROB)

(10) 131440H at BT 031647 “B" Company bridge construction crew
received 1 round SA fire, 1 VIA (evac).

(11) 1516150 at AT 981731, "A" Company mine clearing detail de-
tonated an M-2 wine, 1 WIA (evac).

(12) 1614008 at BT 031648 UBY Company bridge construction crew
received 1 round sniper fire, No action taken,

(13) 161630H at AT 907755 "C" Company road grader operator re--
_,’ ccived 6-10 rounds Si fire.

c. Organization and Operations

(1) Officer Assignmonts - See TiB 4 of Enclosure (1)
(2) Operations

(a) 5 May completed a float barrier at the Sonp Tuy Loan Bridge

(AT 919598).

(b) 10 May installed a 133' 4" floating bypass bridge on Route

o ~ 1 (4T 926867).

(e) 12 Na; complcted perimeter tunker (8x8 concrote bunkor)

Y b for 2/7.

(d) 15 May installed a 1255' floating foot bridge for a secur-

) ity catwalk on thc new Da Nang River Bridge (BT 040763).

G (e) 17 May thirty-three (33) personncl deployed to support

i operations near IMZ (Ses TiB B to Enclosure 1 for completsc

i rcport).

7 (£) 20 Mey completed road from south gatc to northern arca of 1/1
CP and a 100' x 100' soil cement helipad for 1/1.

(g) 22 May installed a 53'4" 11476 fixed span (BT 006659).

(h) 22 May complcted a 16 wide, 105' long class 60 (one way)
bridge (AT 919598).

(i) 31 May comploted a 7000 barrel storage area for Bulk Fuel Co.

d. Plans

FRIRELE

(1) Continue to -pGC'are surface of FLSG lumber yard,

(2) Continuc construction of a 283! steel/ta.mber pile bridge across
the Song Vinh Dien (BT 032649).

(3) Continue to restore the Ha Tharh Dam (BT 004654).

(4) Construet swim net for Cau Den bridge (iT 926867).

(5) Continuc mincficld clearing at Da Nang iirbasc, .

(6) Continue improving Route 5 by elevating roadway and rocking
(LT 945707 to .T 922577).

(7) Continue upgrading of Dai Loc bypass via Hill 37 (4T 913591 to
AT 921577).

(8) Contiruec maintcnancce of MSR from Song Thu Bon to .an Hoa.
(LT 925530 to .T 874461).

4 Enclosurc (1)
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6 o

(1) Command Indoctrination and information for newly arrived person-
nel and detriefing for those departing,

(2) 66 personnel attended the let Engineer Battalion "Landmine War-
fare" school. '

(3) One officer and five (5) enlisted attended ADM school. Four (4)
attended the initial course of ingtruction, two attended refresh=-
er training. - y '

(4) 25 personncl attended 5.56mm, XR6El course instructed by the

© ' M16 contact team.

(5) One (1) NCO attended NCO Leadership School.

(6) One (1) Staff NCO attended IITI MAF Psychological Operation school,

(7) Three (3) enlisted attended Vietnamese Language school; two (2) !
in Okinava, one (1) in Da Nang. ’

(8) Fifty (50) personnel fired individual weapons for familiarization
on the battalion 1000 inch range.

' (9) Fifty (50) personnel test fired the M16El on the battalion 1000
' inch range, i
(10) Thirty (30) personnel attended a three hour demolition refresher
course conducted by this battalion.  These personncl were then
deployed in support of Operation Hickory.

©e ainin

4 4 follow up letter wes sent requesting information concerning
the loss of a floating footbridge at coordinates 981621 on or
about 11 January 1967, The first letter requesting inform-
ation was forwarded from this Battalion on 20 January 1967.

. Two .N/PRS-153 minc detectore were obtained on temporary
loan from lst Shore Party Battalion.

8 Eighteen drawbar attachments were received for the EIMCO
Tractors. Ten other drawbars were placed on requicition to
bring the Battalion up to full allowance,

4L letter recommending ammunition expenditure rates for a -
Force Engineer Battalion in Vietnam was submitted to C.G.,
1st Marine Division. o

10 4 report of on hand serviceable and unserviceatle body armor
- was forwarded to C.G.lst Marine Division,

12 This Battalion received six water purification sete which
were assigned to Utilities Platoon, Service Company,.

4 contract for messhall and trash pick-up was agreed to by
Ton Nu Thi Liev, , : :

5 Enclosure (1)
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13 4 report of EILiCO Tractors, attachments and repair parts

which have been reccived or are yet to be received, was
subritted to C.G. lst Marine Divigion,

My

14 4 30 KW generator originally alloted to Company "D" at 29 Palms
by C.G, RiFPac was Code "X'd", A replacement is not auth-
orized.

18 . letter requesting a modification to Division Order 4441.16B
was forwarded to C.G. lst Marine Division, The request was
for a breakdown on the allocation of bridging and ocutboard
motors. -

This Battalion received one tunnel destruction set vhich was
aesigned to Company "BY,

' 22 A request for funds in the amount of 15 percent of the curr-
ent total annual suthorization for FY 67 to be allocated to
this Battalion during the Fourth Quarter was submitted to

‘ C.G. 1st Marine Division,

4 letter requesting a total of 40 nylon-plastic tarps was
forwarded to C.G., lst Marine Division,
/

25 In Unsatisfactory Equipment Report was forwarded to the
' Commandant of the larine Corps for torque rods on the
M=-5142,

Doamm ey o 26 "4 150 KW generator was issucd to this Battalion for use in
PSR/ the main camp area.

29 in initial issue repair parts list for the 4x2 EUCLID dwmp
'. truck was received,

31 i recomrendation for Class II Type 2 allowances for this
Battalion and the Bridge Companies was sent to C,G. 1lst
Marine Division,

(2) Supply ,
(a) 7th Engineer Battalion FMF (RUC 21300)

During the month of May the Battalion Supply Section
procesged 7L priority 02 and 05 requisitions and 1183 prior-
ity 12 and 17 requisitions, Also processed were 898 receipts
from due, 795 issues from duc and 206 issues from warchouse.

(b) lgt Bridee Company MMF (RUC 12325)

During the month of May lst Bridge Company Section
processed 852 requisitions, Jlso processed were 197 receipts
from due, 196 issues from due and 52 issues from warehouse.

J

6 Enclosure (1)
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(c) Qrd Bri dge Company FMT (RUC 21335)

During the month of May 3rd Bridge Company Supply Sec-
tion processed 98 requistions, .lso orocessed were receipts
from due O, issues from due O, and issues from warchouse
R654

(3) Motor Transport

ipproximately 183,883 miles were logged on the Battallon‘s
‘Motor Transport Vehicles during May.

(4) Maintenance

The Battalion Maintenance' Platoon completed 126 Motor Tran-
sport work orders during the month of May. 4 total of 141 work
orders were submitted. 27 werc sent to Maint Bn, Total work
orders for Engineer Equipment numbered 158 w1th 135 completed
and 38 were sent to FSR.,

(5) Messing
The Battalion Mess Staff contimued to provide four (4) meals
daily except on Sunday; the fourth meal being e midnitht ration
for night crews, On Sunday & brunch replaces breakfast and
dinner, :

(6) iiedical

‘The Battalion id Station treated 2,783 military and Viet-

namese, During the month of May the Dcntal Clinic treated 212
military and 26 Vietnamese.

(7) Embarkation

Io Chu lai Phu Bai - Dong Ha
3 ~ Bridge Trailers 3 = Outboard Motors _ 1l - Bay City
1 -~ JI/MRC 83 ' Crane

g Givil iffairs/Civic jction
(1) The civil affairs progrem continucs on a daily basis,
(2) Activities were as follows:
(a) MED C/P progress provided treatment to 2;783 persons,

(b) The Battalion sponsored, Vietnamese brickyard produced a
total of' 31,385 soil bricks.

(c¢) i total of 325 bars of goap were given out to the Vietnamese
" people.

7 , Enclosure (1)
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(d) . total of 46,289 bricks were relca=ed from the 7th Engincer
Battallon Brick Factory during the month of May for various projects,

(e) A total of 6,960 cement tricks werc produced st the HO. NINH
Refugeec Village for ‘the. month of May 1967,

(£f) . grand opening cerecmony wae held in the Village of HO.
VINH on 5 iay 1967 for the opening of the Village Chief's .dministra-
tive Office, Present at the ceremony were }ajor General Herman
NICKERSON Jr., Commanding Gencral of lst Marine Division, Lieutenant
Colonel Warren P, KITTERMiN, Commanding Officer of 2nd Battalion,
7th Marines, and Lisutenant Colonel Frank W. HARRIS IT1I, Commanding
Officer of 7th Engincer Battalion, accompanied by the 7th Engineer
Battelion Civil Affairs Officer, and the Chiof,Mr TO4 of HOa. VINH.
Village,

h. Phychological Operations. None.

Comminications. None.

PART IV
M ' SUPPORTING DOCIR/ENTS
f) / 1. Officer Jesignments. See TAR . of Enclosure (1).
0!@};&@“‘} / 2. Report of Demolition Team Deployment, See TLE B of Enclosure (1).
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‘Rteport of Demolition Team Deployment

o e T =

On 17 May W O C,i. McCULLOUGH and 32 enlisted personnel werce organ-
ized into ten, threc man, assault demolition teams plus SSgh. WoJ. SKID=-
10RE, Platoon Scrgeant, and s corpsman. The 33 personnel were flown by
helicopter from .the 7th Engineer Ba LZ to the U.S.S. OKINAWA (IPH-3).

The tcam reported to the Operations Officer of the lst Bn 3rd Marines
and were rcorganized into threc ten man teams to be assigned to Companies
A, Band C. it 0945 on 19 May the entire detachment landed by hclicopter
on GREEN BE.CH in connection with Opcration Hickory, They were assigned
a beach sector by Major THORNBERRY (X0 of 1/3) and tegan to dig protect-
tive holes., .fter approximately onc hour on the baach thc sector recelv-
ed approximately 30 rounds of mortar fire. Three men, including the
corpsmen, werc woundcd and evacuated.

At about 1130 on 19 May nine porsonnel were taken by LVT to Co MAR,
., The remainder stayed on GREEN BEACH until 1530 on the Zst, There were -
' two mortar attacks during daylight on thc 20th, 4t 1530 on the st tho
detachmont moved by LQM to WHITE BIiCGH and were landed with elements of
3rd Shorc Party Bn and 3rd Enginecr Bn, They rcmained in positions on
the teach until the cvening of the 23rd at which time they were returned
by holicoptéer to the USS OKINAWA., They were returned to the 7th Engin-
ger Bn CP at 1630 on the 24th. '

‘The 9 mon sent to "."1/3 landed at BLUE BEICH and werc taken under
fire by artillery. They then were taken by LVT to join “i% Co at 1430.
Onc man was cvacuated (NBC) from the beach,

The next morning they were divided into tuo teams under the dircction
of 5Sgt SKIIMORE. Both tecams were cmployed in the destruction of caves
and they destroyed 52 caves,

On the 20th they returned to the beach where SSgt SKIIMORE destroyed
. '3 dud artillery rounds, S ' '

On the afternoon of the 24th they were heli-lifted to the OKINAWA
and were returned to the Tth Engincer Bn (P at 1300 on the 25th,

. TiB B
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