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HEADQUARTERS '
1st Battalion, 9th Marines -
3d Marine Division (Rein), PMF
: FPO Sah Francisco 96602

3/JCWfrgs
05750
—" ' . 3 .Sept 1966
From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (attn: S-3)

Subj: Command Chromclogy: 1-31 August 1966

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(v) DivO 5750.1
(¢) Regt0 5750.1

®
b/

1, In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1)
is submitted hcrew1th

7 9 g"?fp

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

HEADNUARTERS
1lst Battalion, 9th Marincs
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMP
3/JCW/rgs
05750 .
3 Sept 1966

m—

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1-31 August 1966

PART I: ORGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART TI: GENEPAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS NURING RE™CRTING PERICD
PART III: SENUENTTAL LISTING OF SICNIFICANT EVENTS

zPAHT IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA.

1. Reporting Unit. Ist Battalion, 9th Marines

2. Location of Command’ Post.. OL000LH Aurust to 312 ;

O0H A
1966:  Vieinitv Hill 55, DAN!\NG TARR, COOrdln’*teSB(/\é‘ 96"66?11;‘)13t
Nuring the period 1612001 Mpusty @ 170600 Ayen st

(Forward) was established at coordinates 925526, Pommi%o&qt
August. te 181300 August, the Command Post (Forward) was at coordi-
nates 953543, At 181300 Aupust, the Cormand Post (Forward) hepan
moving back toward the liberty bridee site and rsturned to Hill 55
at 181230 Ausust,

3, Period Covered bv remort.. 1-31 Aupust 66

. Le Commanding Officer and Staff
Commanding Officer . LtCal JONES
Executive Officer M-3 DAY -
5-1 241t PARKER
S-2 1stly KING
5-3 Maj THATENHURST
S=4, C-+% CUTCOMB

5+ Principal Subordinate Units,. _
H2S Comvany _ Capt STONE

Company "A" Capt VONHARTEN

Comvany "B e Capt SPLEAN

Comvany "C" (OnCon 3d Bn, 9th Mar 20 Aug 1966) 1stIt CONNELL

Comnany MM - ' Cant KEY5 =~ -

3d Plt, Comvany "B"; lst Amtrac Bn. 2dLt HORVATICH
. 2d P1t; Comnany "C"; 3d AT Bn. - © 2dLt HOOx

24 Flit, Comnany AN, 3d Tark B, (OpCon Commany - 2d1t GARLAND -

"B", 3d Tank Bn) :

1st Plt; Commany "B", 3d Tank Bn. - 2dLt NAGLE

Lth D]_‘r, Commany 'C", 3d Eng Bn o SSet CROVE

FO Tcam D Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 241t CAMPBELL

Company "C"; 9th MT Battalion (4 Trucks) -
Commanw "R ’ 24 Rcﬁtallon, 3d Marines {(OoCon 18-21  l1stlt NUGENT .
21 Aug 1966) ) .
Commany "I'; 3d Bn, 9th Mar (OnCon 17-18 Aug 1966)  Cant NAVADELL
Commany L', 3d Bn, 9th Mar (OpCon 17 August) Capt PYLE
2d Troov, Ath Cav Regt (OpCon 18-19 "xug 1966)

6, Command Structure, 1-31 August 19¢6, OoCon 9th Marines with
responsibilitv for Northern sector of the 9th Marines zone of Action,
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7. Average sﬂr@ﬁ h for Montt of Aursust.

Officers USMC: 33
Of ficers USN: 3
™listed USMC: 955
™listed USN: 53
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PART II: GENERAL CONCEFT OF OFERATIONS
DURING RBEPORTING PERIOD

During the renorting vweriod, the Battalion was resnonsible for the
northern nortion of the 9th Marines zone of actions This respon~ -
sibility included the occunation, defense, and denial of VC influence
into the area: establishment and maintenance of .a reconnaissance -
network; offensive omerations, both in and outside the Battalion
area of resmonsibilitv; blocking and denving the use of the SANG
THU BON to the VC in the 9th Marines zone of action; provided securitv
for engineer construction units; provided seenfitr for bridre and
water noint on SONG AT NGIIA, ferrv site, and T.CM beaching noint on
the SONG THU BCNy malntalned river traffie control noints on the SONG
AL NGHIA, maintained traffic control noints at junction of Liberty
road and-Route 14; vrovided svovort. of macification oroerams as

. directed, and nrovided one commanv as Regimental reserve, This . =
resovonsibilitv was accomnlished bv means gf’comnanv and nlatoon :
size search and clear onerations and asgressive vatrol and ambush
activitv of nlatoon and snmuad size in an attemnt to saturate the
Battalion zone of action. The continued develoment and imnrove-
ment of semi-vermanent nositions assirmed within the zone of ‘a¢tion
has vrogressed steadilv, Because of the basie mission and the almost
continuous emnlovment of 'all ooeratlonal forees the formal tralnlng
effort was necessarilv limited. " During the rooortlng veriod Comnany
"M" was assigned as Battalion/Regnnental reserve. ThrougnOﬂt the
revorting veriod two rifle Comnanies onerated in the area south of
route 14 and north of ;the SONG THU BON while one rifle Comnanv omer-
ated north of the SONG AI NCHIA 4n the Battalion zone of action.-
The area south of the SONC Al NGHIA-and north of Routé 14 riormally -
covered hv the fourth rifle commanv, due to omerational comm1tments,

_ was covered bv one nlatorn for a ﬂotal of 15 davs. All units were

involved in a deliberate and detailed c¢learing of VC forces and the

‘ complete destruction of VC fortifications, and influence within the
assiened ZOA., Continued emvhasis is placed on complets demolition
and destruction of all actual or notential VO tactical locales with
orimary emvhasis on reduction of VC trenches, tunnels, caves, and
familv tvve bunkers. Mn 3 August, Comvanv "A" conducted a ponula-
tion sween in Commany "A" area of resnonsiblitv which resunlted in-
the collection of 2000 Vietnamese, and the capture of 3 VCC females,
On 031200H the bhoundary between this Battalion and 2d Battalion,
1st Marines was changed to include a sllpht addition to this Battallons
zone of action on the eastern boundarv, - fne nlatoon from Comnany "D"
conducted blocking vositions on the east side of the SONG YEN for
Commany "L', 3d Battalion, 3d Marines from 060700H~-071200H. During -
the period 061700 to 071200 Comvany "A", supnorted byv tanks and LVT!'S,
conducted a raid south of the SONG VU GIA vieinity GS (AT 9053) des-
troving VC forces, fortifiecations, facilities and influence in the
area,
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iod 101200H to 111700H this Qattallon confucted oner-
ation WTLCOX in accordance with Repimental Operation: Order 401-66
in the area known as DUC KY in-lst Battalion, 9th Marines zone of
action, Op Con of Comvany "I", 3d.Battalion, Gth Marines was held
from 101200H to 111520H; Comnanv Wi 2d Battalion, 9th Marines from
102,00H to 111100H for Operation JILCOY -Puring the Period 16 hugust
21 August the Battalion conducted a search and” clear: bneratlen in

. conwunctlon with Oreration SYWANNEE in the'area’ south- ©f the SOKG THU
BON “in “ac¢ordance with Op Order 120-66, . .Op Cén ‘of ‘Cémpany "EM, 24"
Battallon, 3d: Marines was held from 161125H to 211000H On Con Ccmpany:
nIn, 3d Battalion, -9th Marines was held ‘from 1704O00H to 180825H, ~ Op:
Con Comnany "L", 3d Battalion, 9th Marines was held from 170400 to
171750H. Op Con Detachment, 2d Troop, Ath Calvarv Pegiment was held
from 1214304 to 191020H, Ou Con I1OM= 8 was held from 180700H to

‘ 2006004. Chopned On Con Comnany "C", 1st Battallon, 9th Marines to
3d Battalion, 9th Yarines from 200600H to 202000H. Three County
Fair operations 24, 25, and 26 have been eonducted on a continuing.
basis since 23 August in the Battalions ZOA north of SONG AT VEHIA .
with Comnany "A" as cordon forcé and, 2d Company, 4th Battalion, 5lst
ARVN Regiment as search element, Dnring the reporting veriod one
platoon of RF and one nlatoon of PF have operated with two forward
Companies. Thev are rotated to DAI LOC on a weeklw basis. These
Combined operations have proven to be verv satisfactory,” From 3
Aigost until the end of the revorting neriod, Scout Dogs,. varv:ng
in number from two to ewght were emmloved w1th the rifle comvanies
of this Rattalion with verv successful results. ThHese Scout Dogs
were obtained from the Scout Dog Platoon, ist M. P'fBattallon, 3rd
Marine Division. o o
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OF SIGNIFIGANT EVANTS

1, Personnel. Detailed personnel data is contained in the S-1
Journal submitted as a su»porting document. This Battalion had a
slight increase in strength during this nerlodﬁ During this neriod
there were O officers and 5 enlisted Marines KIA and 22 enlisted
"IA. “This Battalion rotated O officers and 18 enlisted Marines to
CONUUS, and O officers and 13 enlisted Marines transferred bv Service
Record, Replacements of 1 officer and 62 enlisted Marines were
received, Sixty-three Marines were afforded the ovmortunit+~ to R&R.

a., Three officers and Nine enlisted Navy renlacements receiyed;
3 officers and 3 enlisted Navy were lost due to transfers. Three ==

Navy versonnel were afforded opnortunity for R&R. Durln the pe ed

there were 0 officers and 1 enl:sted Nevy WIA. Lo

. 2. Administration. Nothﬁnfg significant"to rebort. » e T

3. Intelllgence. During the month of August, enemy activitv in the T
Z0OA was limited to harrassing tactics hv less than squad 51ze guerllla .
forces except for the following larger contacts: =~ - . -
" a. On 14 August in the vicinitv of (AT 974574), Comhany ngn made
contact with 15-20 VC, killing 3 and capturing two wearond; web gear,
grenades and unlforms.
b, On 25 August, Comvany "C" made contact with 15 VG- ﬂt (*T 951457), ,
resulting in one VC VIA confirmed and 5 KIA Drobables.' Two ue&hoﬁs :
were cantured and grenades, web gear and documents were re cvered
from the area of contact, =~ - L i
c, (n Oneratlon SVLNN“E the following si
made:

(1) 0n 17 August Comnanv "C" made.céhitact w1th an unknown o
number of VG at (AT. 9”9530), killing 17 VC and rescovering one weapon
' and several documerts: - In adﬁ:\_tw on, an AO renorted k1 111np' 20 VC
in suhoort of Commany "CY,

d. On 19 Aupust. Commany "AM, in defen51ve n051tjons at (AT B
967548) received 8lmm and 60mm mortar fire and reavv small arms ere.\\>;;
Ten VC were: reported K14 (Prob). T

e. On 20 Migist, Comreny "A" in’ defen31ve noswtlons (AT 957550)
received two mortars .and heavy small arms fire from 50° VC result:ng
in 15°VC XIA probable.

f,  £lso on 20 August, Comnany "C" made contact with an: estlmated
VC company at (AT 901545). Thev received heavv small arms fire and... ",
60mm mortar fire. ~Company "C" revorted 5 VC KIA (Prob). Small arms\_’ ’
harrassing inéidents contimed td occur fresuently in~ tha qucklng o
nositions along the SONG THU BOM, Mining incidents” on the MSR .also -
continued with a sllght incréase noted near the end of thé month, -~ -
Several-County Falrs were conducted durlng fingust mnd thev proved : '
to be very successful. “
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Iarae tunnels and caves were found and Hestroved‘in—lw SON (= }

CHAU 50N (1), and PUC KY.(l).b L total of 13 VC were killid on
theése Operations, There were two instances of VC:térror tactics
in our Z0A during the month of fugust. On the 5th of August,

the VC entered the villac of CAM VAN, murdered 13 Vietnamese
civilians and wounded 3. ILater in the month the VC entered the
Hamlet of TPUNG AN (2), and burned 80 homes ~nd killed one PE

The theme Wass . eypoundéd

,!1 31de._

Tbv tﬁe fallcnr:u'l'~ meansw.q.%“ ‘ ' o
(1) The T Corvs pSV-ODS rieHlde achment auﬂlo team | .
‘”conducterl operations from Hill 55, Tiberty Poad and- Poute lh. -
1lso assisted. dn.the ~sy—”ar nortlon of the Count: Talrs e

- £2). ~The. ”erument 2l sound svstem was used to hroad ca-st .
the truth to Viet Mationals about the US migsion in- Vﬁ
#tha Battalion -and: Demmental Thternfeterss o o

%ON (s),

(3) County Fair Cperations were conducted: 1nﬁLﬁ
#@HAY SO (1), and. PUC KY (1). .The villace Chiefs from these: ;
”1llasms -confucted., psv--*Tar speeches and v "7troﬂuced GVN contrel
bo thHe -areasi . = SR
(L) Fare-to-Face “ersuﬁ51on vaS‘conﬁucted-k” the Cﬁmoanles
in ®Bhe field.:: : . » ST
SO ey, [Speeial Operations. - Mong.- . 3
<. i, Implowment of the ﬁNﬁI#sJﬂﬂ QID]IGO ﬂnd the Infrared
??*%16Ht1n* Device. :
: R (l) N/TD __21

The Ratt 110n utlllibd BOA, ,
‘ n ,' S AL h mfle compenies .
3 rent, weréjhelﬂ'”h Bhttakith resenves )
No contacts were. remorted during’ this pefrit E N oted; aqavr-xv.p
(3} Infrered Sighting Mevice. - Pifteen‘énimer scones .

‘were on hand in the pattcllon Hurlng’t'é'QEﬁﬂh cof Mitasthe; ¢jll
of the qcnhes were ‘aailaBle for Mse B EHE ¢ er.ammmaﬁaesw No
o contﬂcts were reporteﬂ o » «LuTeasodE ven

L. Tralnlng;" [ uni+s received neriodic instructions concerning
the mission and role of U3 Torces in the Pepublic of Vietnam, the-
rules of @ngacement, cmd the handling of “risoners.- ddltlonally,
on—the-job trainineg wag conﬂuoted for-all ranks and MO%'S. One .
man attended NCO- school in Okinawa, one man’ ‘to Field Communication
Overators §chool, and oné min attended the water siafetv course in
Saigon, The, sivtv-twd’ renlwcemen s were ﬂlven 5 davg 1ndoctr1natlon
nrlor to bplnp sgnt to th@ comounles. v

“°::l_ﬂnerations. ¥aothine significantu
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o Torical, and Chemical 'larfare. Nothing significant.

- 6. MNuclear,:

'7."Commanﬁménd'Céﬁfrol.._Nothiﬁg'siFﬁifiéént;ﬂ\

R 8. Cormunications and Tlectronics. Turing the reporting period,
- i the Battalion-received163,AN/PRC-25'S and fistribution was made to

4 the companies. .t (. e 0
Telhe o

et T gy S e
v.~~9. "Close Combab: - lothing sienificant.

3

=105 Fivé Supnort and Fire Support: Coordination. . frtillery wns
- .employed on tarsets of QppOrtuniﬁv;'On;knownTénémyvminefields, on
Lt counbeFimortar battery rositions and in the-restriction of enmemy -
‘ ~--ﬁovéﬁehﬁ*at”night‘thr@uéh*ﬁaraSéhéht and interdiction fires. One,
“time on terret mission was fired’on a. uspected. enemv assemblv area
with nesahive, results:~iOn-&al defensive fires were vrovided each
L umit in stAatic and movine sitmations anc repistration of these
" concentretions. s stresé%ﬂ!gfpermanent,défenSivé*fireslwere provided
Anits in’ i—pernanent; pbsitions and the resistration of these fires
R— Ceomblated . o oo AT TR '
B M- TS o A & sred 120 fire missions curing the renorting
.. o veriod with cred¥ ‘eiyen for at lsast 6 VC KLL and 19 VC "IA. 2
- breakdown of the:..brt ”of}miSSionS'fi?éd anc the armo evpended follows:

‘Trrpets of onpertunitv 55
~Comcentration reeistration co 1 i20
Minefields  if Mot SRR
"Tine on Target: N C T
“herial. observerr’ S , 5‘?'””ﬂ

| ‘l'.,.. S, U Band T oocogeen o033

S T S . Total - 120

) . . C e T : L

PRI

ey clrrio expenced: 105 How. T 3,038
S 7 155 How. 921,
S ' 155 CGun 22
ngirinch .0

© . Total - 3,984

b, The 2lmm support was rrovided to each companv by a section

of ‘81mm mortsrs. The 8lmm platoon fired 65 combat missions and

", received credit for 15 VC KI. and one 60rm mortar (Prob). frmo
) ‘expended is ag follows: ‘ s ’
S e T HE/L HE/M ILL WP
H and I fires 0192 3623 L1 2775
Combat Missions 1725 _88 1079
| LT 192 - 5408 - 129 3854

1. Logigtics. Puring the revorting oeriod, cormhined lozistics
continued bo be extensive, Six toms of ecuipnent and suonld
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6ellverer‘ by air and 70 tons of owulmen‘c ﬂnd sun“llFs were ﬁellvereﬂ
- via surfﬁce modes to field based unlts. "1s0 seven - “mmunl’rlon burkers
(12'x 12') were ‘constructed out of 22,400 sandbags. Nuring this
¢ gthe aﬁ0unt¥éfjmile§;t.avelnf bv Bﬁttwllon vvhlcles tota 1ed

N

“Adr Pe T‘efense. Nothing"-siéhi"ficant.

13 Combut Sir - wupbort 1r suo*)f*rt was u%er’ when nacécess~rv by

thls comrlgnr? ‘urine this’ rer)ortlnp period., ‘R total of 1 medevacs
....were flown ‘)rmcm" 6 caqu:»ltlés to immediate *'1‘3(910:11 ‘aid, . Adrborne
. _bqerver:a in 01-B's ‘an 1 ..l*’s ‘were used T8t n‘rounr‘ observatlon
and ‘supoort of teround wits. "“‘uff the Magic Tra con”""' wa's used on-
" the l?th rm'q 20tk for’ 1lluw11n tion and qupﬁort Thi_ “tpe. "1rcr"ft

arilitv to iTlumdinate-it's own twmts a.n_c‘ bring -t0 hear: enomous
fire mower - 'wlr’r*c‘ su‘“st 1’1’61311‘r 3 milsin# an enemv attack .on Company .
na on the If Cth-, esupnly of the '*1nr‘1v1r‘u'11 comnanies was orovided .
hv UHZ34's and Hu_37'~ on 2. Jimited: bqsls to relleve the 1oad on

ur Ymm.,ln nr* tr"ck xre Hjc}es ‘ - Tl

Ths ﬁedical an?Dental Supnort. Nothing sismificant.

15. ("hapialn wunoort Miring tHermonth of “usust,’ Sunday divine services
were con-ucter on-Hill K5 and 11313~ 5, for (‘athollcs anﬂ Protestants,
. “leeklw church s=rvices were s2lso held in each comvanv. Hospital
visits-vere made to CHAPLIT MID and NSA. The chanlain recorded 10 -
‘ coomselling and 5 Red. Cross cases. Poman Catholic Mass was said for
: Vietnarizse of AN TTACH willage, Catholic coverase was also. provided
_ for 2/1 CP, 2/12 CP, 1/11 cP, BR 0 R’ TTYRY, and Company "E" at HA
Tooea L D(\I\G br:Ldge. R

»»lé.,- Civil Affalrs. Turing the month of Aupust, the Battalion .

" concentrated it's ¢ivil.action efforts to Hill 55 complex, BICH BAC :
Hamlet, and the, several Co “fv Fadr, operations confucted bv the

s .oa,ttallqn. Tailv Hed-Cap. w nf:iven ’on‘*hll 55. an” FICH BAC by the

= 0 BAS corpsman. Over: 1100 ¢iviiienms wérettreated durine this veriod.

: 4 Clothing, soap, rlce and térefirepe Alstributed in various areas

Swithrin. the 707 tntal of 16 C1v1l1ans were, "reduervaced Awr-ing the

month of uvust.\:. . et

L

L0,
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PART IV: SUTPCRTING DOCUMENTS

9.1 Journal

5.2 Journal

5-3 Journal

e, . S
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HEADQU ARTERS
9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) F.F
c/o FFO San Francisco
3/SGF/1rl
10 November 1966

Frou: Comignding Officer
Tos Comugnding General, 3d Marlne Division (Rein) FuF

Subj: Command Chronology 1-30 September 1966 for lst battalion,
Oth harines, late submission

Ref:  (a) 1CO 5750.2
() Div0 5750.1
(c¢) Regtd 5750.1

Encls (l, 1st Battalion, 9th lgrines Comand Chronology

4/

1. In accordance with refereuces=(a) through (¢}, enclosure (1)
is submitied.

2, Labe suimisgion of enclosure (1) due to deployment out of

country.
(;; t:\¥%§;7j¢*h>§;

By direction

w0
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 HEADNIARTERS
lst Rattalion, 9th “arihes
~d ¥arine ﬁ:Lv:ls:Lon (Pein), mm
. 3/30/rgs

- 05’7‘50

From: Commanding Officer- .
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Cowmand Chronology: 1-3D Sept 1966

Ref: (a) ™GO 5750.2
(b) nNIVN 5750.1
(¢) PRest0O 5750.1

1., In accordance with r=ferences (a) throush (c), enclosure (1)
is submitted Herewith.

A,

\,.":J L. DAY »“‘

_I
s

"\.//

CONFIDENTIAL
9tk Mar. Regh.
Control No, Q#t¢¥- & &

Copy No._ 2 of &

)  Th
_.;..L%\_.BATTALION A7 wamines
S & CHo3726bcopy__ 2 OF @
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_ HEADGUARTERS »
18t Battdlioh; 9th Marines
3d Marine Divisioh- (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco"96602

3/300 /51

05750 ,
4, Oct 1966

_ - COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1-30 September 1966
PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PART II: GENERAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS DURING REPORTING PERICD
PART III: SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV:  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

et
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PART 1: ORGANIZ&TIONAL’DAﬁA

1+, Battal:.ong 9th Marlnes

2. Location of Command Post. 01000 Sept to 281100H Sept: V1c1n1ty
Hill #55, DANANG TAOR, coordinates”(AT 966617). From 281100H Sept to-

302400H Sept the Command  Post was located aboard the USS HENRIGCO (APn—AS)

3. Perlod Covered by Report: 1-30 Sept 1966
4o Commanding Officer and Staff. 5
‘Commanding Officer 1<26. Sept LtCol JONES
o ' 26-30 Sept " Maj DAY
Executive Officer 1-26 Sept = Maj DAY
27-30 Sept ~ Maj] HUBBARD
S-1 © . 1-15 Sept - - 2dLt PARKER
15-30 Sept lstLt RICKMON
S-2- 4Lt YAGGEY -
S-3 1-15 Sept . Maj THATENHURST
15-30 Sept  Capt VONHARTEN '
S-4 1-15 Sept Capt CUTCOMB’
o 15-30 Sept Capt SLAYERS
5. Principal Subordinate Units.
H&S Company 1~-25 Sept Capt STONE
o 25-30 Sept 241t MCCLEM
Company "A" 1- 2 Sept Capt VONHARTEN
".2-30 Sept 24Lt PACE
Company "B" 1-5 Sept Capt SPLEAN
o 5-30 Sept 24Lt MITCHELL
Company "CY , 1stLt CONNELL
Company “D" _ Capt KEYS
Det, Hq Bn, 3dMarDiv 18-30 Sept
Det, Disbursing Section
Det, Postal Section 24Lt WALSH

Det Photo Section
Det Comn Co (Radio Relay) .
Det, Had Company, 9th Marines (Radlo Relay)

3a Plt (Rein), Company "B", lst AnmTrac Bn 2dLt HORVATICH

3d4 P1t (Rein), Company "c" 34 AT Bn 2dLt RILEY
3d Plt (Reln) Company "B" 3d Tank Bn 2dLt VOIGT
1st Plt (Rein), Company "C', 3d Eng Bn WO JONES
Det, H&S Company, 3d Eng Bn
Det, Eng Support Company, 3d Eng Bn
. 24 P1t, Company "D", 3d Recon Bn 24Lt MURPHY

Det, 18t Clearing Plt (-) (Rein) Company npn,
3d Med Bn

Lt OLIVER (USN)
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DURING REPORTING PERIOD

During the reporting period, the Battalion was responsible for the
northern portion of the 9th Marines zone of action. - This responsibility
included the occupation, defense, and denial of VC influence into the
area; establishment and maintenance of a reconnaissance network;

offensive operations within the Battalion area of responsibility,
blocking and denying the use of the SONG THU BON to the VC in the9th
Marines zone of action; provided security for engineer construction
units; provided security for bridge and water point on SONG AI NGHIA,
ferry site, and I.CM beaching point on the SONG THU BON; maintained

river traffic control points on the SONG AL NGHIA; maintained traffic
control points at the junction of Liberty Road and Route 14; provided
support of pacification programs as directed, and provided one compony

as Regimental reserve. This responsibility was accomplished by means

of aggressive patrol and ambush activity of platoon and squad size in _
an attempt to saturate the Battalion Zone of Action. The continued develop~
ment and improvement of semi-permsnent positions assigned within the

zone of actlon has progressed steadily.. Due to the almost continious
employment of all operational forces, the formal training effort was

very limited. A Combined Action Company, consisting of 18 Marines

and 32 Popular Force Soldiers from DAI LOC, was formed on 11 September
1966, This CAC unit remained Op~Con to this bsttalion until 9th Marine
Regiment assumed Op-Con on 18 September 1966, The Combined Action’
Company was positioned in the village of AL DONG (AT $22566), the site

of a new rclocation and resettlement villase for Victnamese civilians,

Two "County Fair" operations were held on 3 September 1966 and 22
September 1966, with Compeny "A" as cordon force and 2nd Company, . 4th
Battalion, 5lst ARVE Regiment as search element, Throughout the report-
ing period, one platoon of RF and one nlatoon of PF have operated with
two forward companies. During the reporting period, preparation continued
for the scheduled relief by BLT 1/26 and this Battelion's return to
Okinawa. The relief was accomplished on 28 September and BLT 1/26 assumed
responsihility for the lst Battalion, 9th Marines Zone of Action. The
Bettaljen embarked aboard assisned shipping and departed Vietnam 291C0CH,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

‘SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Persomnel, Detailed personhel data ie_contalned in the S-1 journal.

‘ submitted as a supporting documenti Thig attalion had a. slight decrease
in strength during this period. . During ‘this period there were 1o offlcers
and 11 enlisted Marines KIA and l officer and 43:enlisted WIA, ‘This
Battalion rotated 1 officer and. 34 enlisted Marines to CONUS, and ‘o ,
officers and 34 enlisted Marines transferred:by-Service. Record. Replace-
ments of 1 officer and 6 enlisted Marines were received, No quotas were
received for R&R due to this Battalions move to Okinawa. SO

2, A&mnlmEEMQn; Noﬂung31guj1mmﬁ.&_ o a;_;tmlw;;fgﬁﬁ Wi
b P o R S ’

3% Intglllgence Duran the month of September, enemy act1v1ty was.agaln '

limited to harassitig tactics by less. Jthan squad 31ze guerilla foroes,

except for the followmng larger. oontacts e . R

a. On 4 September, a Gompany "C“ patrol made contact w1th 25—30
VC in civilian clotheés-at (AT 954591). A& sedrch'of -the area produced
negative results, although. the local: 01v111ans 1ndicated the VC fled
with unknown number of casualties. e C

b, On.24 September, H111#55, a. Company. "D" security- unlt at. the
water p01nt and a Company MA" .PPB received heavy fire from-a: prox:mately
20 VC from 9°different locations in GS's (AT 9560, 9559,9660), fire =~ -
included 3=-4 rounds. of 57mm RR. fire. VC casualtles were 4 KIA (CONF)
and 8 KIA (PROB) . ‘ .

Ce Two County Falr Operatlons were held during the month

T On 3 September Gounty Falr conducted at CHAU SON (2) located
(AT 946603) resulted 1n g VC KIA (CONF), 2 VLC and 3 weapons captured.;e

©(2) 'The second County Fair was held on 22cSeptember at CAM VAN (l)
1ocated (AT 959591) with 1'VC KIA, (CONF) and 1 vee. g

Mlnes continued to, be the b;ggest US casualty producer,‘w1th
a notlccable increase in mlnlng incidentsmover ‘the month of August.

, Psxchologlcal Warfare. The gsneral themes were-to- persuade
VG to rally to the'Allies and explain the US. part in’ aid to-the Vietnamese
'Goverment and people. The themes were expounded by the fOIIGW1ng means i

_ . (l) The T Corps Psy-Ops field detachment conducted broadcasts
fronm Hill#55 and the immediate area. _

(2) A U;léfaircraft broadcasted over the ZOA

(3) The 9th Msrlnes sound system was- used 0 broadcast the
themes u31ng the Battallon and Reglmental 1nterpreters.
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fAA)‘Dl 1ng the 2 County F irs“the viIIage chiefs and ralliers -
;;hamieis SPOke t““t ;Bnd; the chijefs be an,the introduction

(3) nfrared Sighting Dev1ce V. the
i d hls mcnth. No contacts were reported.

Star nght‘SCODe.” Thexone Star Light Scope .
¥1iz ﬁil 16 ‘September - .ﬂ'A'lack of~battery: replacements proVented
its further"uuc. Several contucts were rcuerted withf* o) ’ned‘ o

Pesults. S : . - PR

b Training. DALY units received poriodic 1nstructions concerning
the misgion and role of US Forces in the Republic of Vietnam, the'rules
ofvén ‘gement and‘"he handling of prisoners.,-Aﬁdiﬁionail_“

traiﬁiﬁg was conducted for-all ranks and M@S‘s..i

'"'Clo'slei"'-Combét
I N

Nothing'Significant

a. Artillery was employed 1n 1/9 TAOR during ﬁhis reporting period
on targets of opportunitj. on: enemy mortar positions 1and in the harrass- . . -

the Juttdllgn CP Eaéh miﬁuver unit~Wes prov;ded yith “un Call" fires
and thu nglStrutIOQ of these was eneouraged : g .

2
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(6) Optmlpg;f.(:hl infections

b, On 26_September LtCol - Jones, Battalion Comander, and
anothér Mipite' (His driver) were’ given criergency trehtment at the'
forward Battalion Aid Station. The Colonel sustained a through’ und
through penetrﬁting wotmd.-' £ the left thigh with involvement of the,
Sciatic nerve,.. 1 . 6. . sustoinet ‘through and” through bullet
wound of both legs. ﬁoth atients were .Sent by emcrgency” me_ '
C-Med accompanied by one hospital corpsman, Tﬁvf-’j Hebd'on. et

.I'

c. GnRb Sepﬁem eleveﬁ V:Letnamese parlen'ts were giv*en emergency
medical treatment for second degree bur‘ns Suf fered i‘rom napalm They

were all med-evaced,

d. On27 Septembel3 additional. Vietnamese p,:xtlents were treated
for second degreh urtis dnd. they were also med-evaced. “One pa‘cie,nt
under went o traumatic amputaticn of the ‘di'stal phalanx of her 5tH
finger.. ,Th:r.s patlent was treated in our forward Battallon A:Ld Sta.t.:.on.

ﬁlso dur:.ng -thc month of September, Mod-b‘a s :‘erld each day
and ‘approxivatoly 30 to 40 pﬂients were cre'v.ted. The usual S:Lck Call ,

was held twice dedlye oo ool ol

fo O Septembcr 28th _'the medical “oni of the 15t Battallon, 26th
Marines ‘weré given- the'n Gessary’ :.nstructions in reguards ‘to!the’ supply .
Sf "GAC; Med-Cap, ar)d locatlon of forwo.r& Battal:.on Aid Stat:.on facj.litles.

ey e

‘g« All compam.es vere given the necessary vacclnes pr:.or to ST
embarkation for Okinawa. e S

p‘l}élin recorded ;7i:counse111ng and :
4 Rcd Crcss cases.. ROman Catholz.c Mass ‘was held for: the, Vietnameg.e i
- thé village of AN- TRACH. Catholic coverage .was also.provided’ for. 271"
- - Batter 'nd*Company "E“ 't, HA DONG brld"ge'
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'1nterest during thls reporting perlodrwas the employment of

a L oyitzer of Battery WD in e direct five midsion in support of

| :OperatlunS“lOCat~ i attalion CP géiiplex; Thése direct fire -
‘missions.were charscterized by an interids volume of fire difected.on .
targets with an increased degvep of aceurddyy e direct Piré-was employed
within 35 meters.of’ frlendly t¥oops with no frlendly'casulties reported.
In‘four missions fired, 5 “buildisigs were destroyed ‘one’ trenchline was
caved in, and numerous treelines vere réfdersd. incapable ‘of ‘providing
effective cover for enemy troops. The Battery" was ‘able to displace the
weapon to the desired location with: a7 greut d@gree of . eff1c1ency and

! speed. All types of -fues 4rd’shéllgiwerd udéd -with HEPZT and HE Quick
being used on. treelines and trénhdlies and{ftzs time in open and exposed
areas, Shell WP was also used to mark an area for an alr strike.

s

: & breakdown of the m1351ons flred and the ammunitlon expended
is as follows. " _

Amm@ Egpended :
. 105mm ees 14863j ?"
o 1550 e e 697
155G v eae - RO
» 8 inch ... 19
‘~.Prcp fires S T T T | - Total ... 2232.:
- Concentration Reclstratlon. A5 - T
Heand I veuelorseieeaceeies 30
Total vesnane 76

“"Targcts of Opportunlty oo
Mmefleld 'noco'--n;aoOlcu'
COunteI‘-mOI'tuI‘ ‘l‘!;OQI.QOO

AO ..l'.‘.l!l.ll.l‘l.ll."'

d An 81mm mortar sectlon wgs" prov1ded each oompany and was .
_ credlted w1th the follow1ng mlSSlonS and ammunltion expendlture. zi"

L Comoet m1551ons o 45;;e . ‘“ft7l; Ammo for combat hissions 736
' H and I pissions .. OC ST Ammo for Hoand I's ,.... 978
| Total SEs Mol .l T

1. Loglstlcs. Durlng the reportlng perlod comblned loglstlcs
-continted to bo exten51ve. Six tons of equipment and suppliee were
dellvered by ‘air and 70 tons- of equlpment -and: supplles ‘were delivered .
yia ‘surface mode to field based units. During this périod,:the Battalion
vehlcles trgveled a total of 25 978 mllos. Total hours l 437 S

12 Alg Defengg j Nothlng 51an1flcant
13. Combat Alr Supnort Chir support was used by this command - when
" necesgary during this reportlng period - A total of 57 medgvacs were |
flown bringing 69 US' and - ARVN casualties and 46 eivilian- casualtles.”
to ‘inmediate medical aid. Alrborne observers -in-01-E's and- UH—lE's:
‘were used for ground observatlon_in support ‘of ground unlts.‘ For a -
~ period of. two weeks: UH-34's- wetre -used - to - transport trioops and: resupply
* the forward: Companies.. On 25" ‘Soptciber thererwers® 1o ‘fixed~wing airstrikes
.of "four-sorties. dropplng'eleven 500 neund “napeim: mombs ‘afid "six 250.
pound+ bombs.. On 27 Septémber: there was.a’ preuldnned alrstrlke of four
»ortles droppzng 31;tecn SOO pound napalm bombs.™ i

. U
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16, Livil AffaTrs. During the month, the Civic Action program
wag conducted in the Hill #55 area, BICH BAC Hamlet,and two Coun-
ty Fairs, Daily Med-Cap was conducted on Hill #55 by the Battalion
Surgeon and BAS Corpsman, and the company corpsman in the field,
Over 600 civilians were treated during this period, with a total of
35 civilians being med-evaced. Clothing, soap, rice, and toys were
distributed within the ZOA, - ‘
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\lst Battalion, 9th Marines Operation Order 6-66
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