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JABADQUART 4RSS
3d Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMP
¢/o FPO, San Francisco, California

3/10J/elc
005750
L Y 1 Jugust 1966
From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 9th Marines
. Suby: Command Chronclogy
Refs (a) DivO 5750.1
Encl: Command Chwomalogy $~31 July 1966
S~2 Journal
S-3 Journal
§ Lessons Learned dtd 1 August 1966
Frag0 37-66
% Prag0 38-66
Fragl 39-66
Frag0 40-66
§ Frag0 41-66
Fragl 42-66
Frag0 43-66
) PragQ 44-66
) Fragld 45-66
) Fragd 46-66
15) FragQ 47-66
163 Pragl 48-66
17) FragQ 49-66
18) Pragd 50-66
19) Frag0 51-66
20) Frag0 52-66
vADDED. TAB-A: A/A Report, Operation MACON, 4-14 Jul 1966

1+ In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) throwgn (20)
are submitted,
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(1) Situatfon:

(a) Enemy activity during the month of Juky was
highlighted by a general increase in enemy contact and sightings.
On 4 July, contact was made with an estimated two companies from
a main force battalion believed to.be operating in thé area, In ‘
mld July a series of sightings of VC in grey and green uniforms
were noteds The Duc Duc District headquarters located (AT 867477)
was mortared on 15 July. Sniper and harrassing fire type incidents
were prevalent with some enemy hurrassment sccuring every day,
however, mining and beoby trap activity has decrcased significantly.
An unusuel number of intelligence reports were also received during
July. Reports from local sources gencrally indicated the proximity

of three battalion sized units, one or more of which was reported
to be a Novth Vietnamese regular unit. Intelligence reports
continually indicated an attempt would be made to mortar USMC
units in and around the xn loa arecae.

(b) Recon sightings in the mountains to the south of
&n, Hoa were highlighted by an obsexved massing of approximately
300 VG, 11 kilometers southeast of An iloa (AT 986496). VG,

activity in the moutains continues at a moderate rate. The
majority of sightings being groups of 2 to 8 men with packs and .
WG&POHSQ

(2) Ene,rgg Losses:

e e

(a) Persomnel: :

j e (1) VG RIA-(GONF) dim 170 -~ T
7 w o Ty . (2) VG KIA (PROB) wew= 385 o 4 .o .0, [14
it forL w +(3) VG WIa (PROB) gmmmm 156 S S T
LA S 4 VGq -—'—-1--'-‘4-~-———-“ A .o e
' < v t VCC -.P.--.—-“‘—*'- e ?6» ; n! [ ‘/’ﬂ (Jf.**}!/"}’}'k
“ % R & I A e AR T
e e (b) Dqstroyud Enemr Ma,tgrlal Sy, - .,
e 2 % Txganchl;r,n«, 29:18 metersh .
SoAye T

‘Govered trenchlme --5---»------ 3@@ mete;g 1t
. » ’} LC
Lty e SEBRET
s .+ yEnclosure (1)
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(3) Tunneling -—-—mm=---n- 4400 feet
(4) Bunkers --—=mm———m-a= - 1362
55) Pighting iloles m—=mm—-= 596
) Caves mm—mmmmmmcmme——— 9
(7) Trecline ——-=m—mmm=—-= 200 yards
(6) Structures —mmemmemm—— 115
(9) Spider ioles =m=-—mmm- 114
(10) Man Traps =—=———m—me——- 12

(¢) Destroyed/Capturcd .ijquipment:

(1) Sooby Traps =—=——=m=m-—- 15 Grenades
Canteen
Q (2) IMines -=-= Shoe Box Mine
Shotgun Shell Mine
A7 Minw
M-16 Mines

ATl = o b W

(d) Amno:

(1) 2-105MM Duds
ézg 1-155MM Dud
9-60MM Duds
(4) 2-82MM Duds
. (5) 2-81M1 Duds
6) 1-0M] Dud
7; 3-57MM Duds

1 Rifle Grenade
(9) 1 Ampo Dump (Destroyed)
(10% 480rds 30cal. Armo

’ Cannister C-4

(e) Equipment:

(1) 2-55gal. Iwunms of Kcrosenc
(2) 1 Cartridge Belt

§3g Assorted Packs and Documents
4) Medical Gear and Clothing
(5) 2 Gas llasks

(f) Weapons:
(1) 1-T7.65MM German Pistol

(2) 1-.38cal. Smith and Wesson Pistol

& , 3 Enclosure (1)
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¢c. Trainings Priining during this periol was direct~d
- Yoward maintaining a high degree of proficiency in conbat skills.
Special training was conducted for all replacement persommel
prior to ass gnments To coripany units. Ref: 3d Batvalion, 9th
Marines msg 230910Z,. .
e Ccmmunicatlog/ﬂlectronlcs: During the month of July, the
“oommmications platoon wrovided comrmnications for operations
within the An ifoa TAOR. Supported joinw USHC/ARVN operations by
providing radios and operators to support U.S. Arry advisors to
thé 2nd 3attalion, 5ist 4RV Regiment. ’

- -+ ‘Clogz Conbat:

] - 1-3 July: During this period the 3d Battalion, 9th iarines
engaged in search and cloar operations designed to gain control
of an LOC fror An loa 1o the south bank of tae Song Thu Bon in

-G8 (4T 92-5%).

Upergtion Macon:

S/ 4 July: Phase I of Operation Macon began at 041500H when Co."K"
conducting sesrch and clear operations in GS (AT 91-50) with
LVTP~5 leading the company was cmbushed in the vic (AT 914507),
two amtracs were drsabled by lirect nits from RPG-2. An AO reported
. sighting 250 300 armed V€ in the vic of (AT 904512). Co."K" came
under heavy fire from 6011 nmortars and rumerous small arms both .
automatic and sercutonmatic, iacluding a 50cal. MG. AT about
1720 Co "I approachad the battle area from the southwest to
support Co."<". Both companics had continuci contact with the
- eneny during the naight of 4 July. On § July this command received
9th Marines Fragu (186 -60) Airsciing ihe iaitialion of Operation
Macon., On 5 July Phase 1 of the operation continued with 34 Battalion,
- 9th Marines attacking with three conpanies abreast from an 10D
generally formed 1long a iine descripvel by coordinates (AT 903518)
(AT 907504), and (4l 910497) iun a northeasterly direction.

Phage II: Phasc II of Operation Macon commenced with the

ingert.on of friendly blocking posibions generally along the
rajilroad bed vo the south dnd etst any along the north bank of the

) ) . 4 ﬁiosure (1)
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Song Thu Bon, and Song Ky Lam, During this phase 3d Battallon,

9th Marines continued the attack in a northeasterly and easterly
direction until establishing contact with 1st Battalion, 34

Marines at 1015151 in the vicinity of (4T 000535). thus termination
of Phase II. Phase II was characterized by light contact with the
enemy,

Phage I11: Phage III of llacon was initiated on 11 July and
4 cosisted of search.and destroy operations in the vic of (GS

9852,9853,9753 99754 59654,9554 and 9453).

11 through 31 July: Operation racon hos continued as a search
and clesr operation in the . rea of the proposed road from An

Q lloa operating base to the Song Thu Bon including providing the
security for Vietnamcse workman engaged an the construction of
the road.

f. Fire Support and Pire Support Coordination:

(1) During the month of July, Battery F, 2nd Battalion,
12th Marines, fired in excess of 150 nissions, approximately
one third of those wore In support of Reconnaissance 0P, Artillery
killed 34 VC by body count and another 188 probable,

(2) On the night of 6 July, Batvery F, expended 1500rds.
of ammnition in one continuous fire mission.

(3) Artillery was employed on one mission during July to
clear a suspected mine field, resulting in several secondary
exylosionse The unit being supported then rioved through the area

‘ -without amy nine casualitiess

(.

(4) The time necessary to process an. averege a fire
mission was four ninutes whaich is not satisfactory. When control
extends beyond the battalion and the respective supporting
vatteries, the time necessary to process a mission increases
greatly. Therefore, it is highly desirablce that control of
supporting arms rcmain with the lowest echelon of command possible,

g+ Medical and Dental Support:

1.

(1) The battalion nid station treated 93 casulities
during Operation Macon. There was no lack of material nceded
for medical support and the functioning of the battalion aid
station was satisfactory.

- ihclosure (1)
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(2) Thore were 562 visits to the sick bay during July.
(537 Marines, 12 Navy, snd 3 Army). Light duty was given to 27
personnel and no duty to 9, There were 19 patients admitted to
the ward. 28 nen were medically evacuated not as a result of
hostile action

(3) The Med Cap progran for the month was curtailed due
S0 operational cormitnents of batialion aid personnel. However,
a tosal of 1,640 civilians were treatceds

(4) Avproximately 500 imrmunizations were given this month.
(5) The dental Jdctachmont treated 249 Mariae patients
and performed 723 procedures. During this same period, 30
Vietnamese were treated for a tntal of 44 procedures, .
h, Cha “tain Sup ks

(1) Divine Servicess

(a) Protestants
e No. Services: 11
2., Total attendance: 248

(b) ca’ r e
1. No. Services: 9
2e Total attendance: 189

(2) Menorial Services: 4

(3) Civil uffa rs: The 3attalion Chaplain accompanied a .
Mike Co. civ'l affairs patrol in My Loc hamlet at 281700,

L 2P

(4) Significart Events:

(a) 4 chapel and Chaplain's office has been provided
in oae cf he new tropical huts. ;

(b) The tactical situation now permits the Chaplain
Ko resnune holding divine worship services in the field.

6 Enclosure (1)

SECR i;i"i’ i

N oapd

T XD e e A:"ﬂ M

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

— = e =y Ty et e (o, Ed.. F&thy
=T T

i, Civil Affaairs:

(1) Public Liealth: Medical treatment was given to 410
women, 277 men and 619 children. 65 Victnamese werc nedically
evacuated. Surgic~l and diagnostic cascs were accopted by BAS
vhen referrcd by local nedical personncl.

(2)Public welfare: The following i1tems were distributed
to refugees ani needy persons. 564 lbs. of food and several
hundred cans of unopened € rations, 275 lbs. of clothing, 902
bars of socap, 171 boxcs of candy and 2 textile kits,

(3) Food and Agriculture:

(a) The first Duc Duc District Farmers Seminar
sponscred by 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, was held 27 July.
Officials from Victnamese Ministry of Agriculture, 29 C/A CO,.,y
and local officials attendcd this seminar. The farmers expressed
a desire to form a cooyperative for the purchasc of fertilizer
and other nceded naterials,

(b) It was agreed that the second Duc Duc District
Parmers Seminar will be held 14 August 1966. During this seminar
a tecan will be prescnt to form the farmers into a cooperative.
4 representative from Vational Agriculture Credit Organization
will be present to arrange credit for the cooperative,

(4) This command has provided security for civilian
construction workers involved in building about 8 kilometers

. of road from coord., (AT 888465 to 9%31524), the road will serve
as an MSR for civilian and military activity in the An Hoa area,

5) Psychological Warfare:
(

(a) Primary Themes:
1. Inevitability of VC defeat
2. USC is in Vietnam %o help GVN in its fight

—

zgainst the VC,.

(b) ricans of Dissenmination:
1+ Land Brocdcast
2. ielo~Drops of 50,000 Leaflets
34 lManual Distribution 330 Magazines
4« Motion Pictures

URCLASSIF e
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A BADGUARTERS ‘
33 B walmm 9ta Haruines

l

&DM Rl '\@\qq‘l .37?3 3¢ Merine Divisron (Reia) FuF
HE| A i 1 s
N c/o ¥PO, 3an Francisco, Califoranis

; 3 /Y feic
3100@1 -
4 ftugust 1966

Froas Conmancing Officer
Te: Commanding GfTicery 94n gwmeﬂ

o N
/ﬂ/} ,
o Sabge Combat Operationg After Action Hepord
; AW
® Revs (&) DivO 500,15 : J
(v} 3¢ Mepare Davision Fragd 408-66
(c) Joa i”mme frag0 189-:60 =
/ . N
wnck: (1) Arcalicey
gzg Adr
(3} Armox
{4) Fngineers o N
%« Cole hame: Opersatvion Macon, Searxch and Destroy _ w—‘
2. Dates of Opemab.on: 0415004 ouiy - 140800E July 1966. Q
Overation comtinues Iny area oubside of 3d Marine Division Tadn. <

o

3, Locabion: Queng Nam Provance (Duy Xuyen and Duc Duc District)

\
N\

4o Gormana 53.@@
. TEat aiion, 9tk Marines Maje GoH. GRIMAS

sy - ~
Se Lagk UraEnlaations
=8

(Wosaus wvdo) 1df

PN T Loe MO GOWAR
Joe LY - Lbe SPALEY
Courlm Cepte PILE
Go, MY Capts GOOPHER
sipranlan Howibtzer Pl Capt., SCAFITI
. N ey
oy lRb ) B e 3ae Conts TG AR
30 Fites Couo'l® 37 Tmge Boe Loe WALLS
R SN (e S .
8. Tipocrting Torcoss (Sce encloswures 1 throwagn 4. .
To L2%C.l — =

Colloantes
a¢ fnens forces esbtimated Lo te in % %
coama.ceacal of thac opersbtlon sers tnc Re20-Br. (=) and she (w3

™ Convanys wivl o combines svoongin of 500 men, DLUS an LSS LENTLLAE.
nuLoser OO guer.lics in caca of vac nuolesse

b/ /(‘lrie f;/..7l,
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v, OhMcr Whi.oen cOasitered 50 bve within rerxnforcing Jislence of
wha grea Ol Odmrat.on wene s Vel T,y @14 1T Coaranys Q=15 LF
Company anc hac 003 uf (0npeny, wi*n o combined scrength of 700
fca, Hias an wicetoraines avmoer of locsl gucrilicss

Ce Encmy covrses of ectron were coneidered o be ac {ollowss

(1) Comdact small scale atiacks, anbushes and herrussing
ction w u up to ome battalion plus one compeny. angaenied by
ocal guuTilias.

\2) Defenmd wath vp Yo one bhatialion and one corpany ’
augriented by Locau gucrillase l
z) Leintorce the =Love waits within the objective area

with an addiiiona’ betvtalion and iavee COMpanies.

(4) vitkdcew or exfilzrzaie cut of the area of operaltion.

| il

&, Thc crew erdioyed capebility (i) ard (4). Large concentrations
. of enery vere obgeived oily Twace dur.ng the operation (200~300 :
men, 4 Julys), (200 @en on 7 Inlg)e Ou te Tuly anolher est.mated
300 ey TCOTS era ohservel mnasing in the mouniaing southeaat
of Lo ilos o 1stde of the ares of opurabtioa. In ithe latter case
1t appesred thot ihe enury was inend lng to move noria into the -
OMETRALME 2LE s

¢. Pro P-Day intcelligonce was t ncly and accurate. Reguests -
for avriel 1nosograpny were £11lcd cxpeditiously. (Foux deys)

¥, The arza, particularly the hamlets, ¢ontained elaborate
systenms of iroaches and fighting holes, aldng with miscellanecus :
tunncls, )

g Terrain Anslvsiss - .t

. +{4) Critical Terrvain: The critical terrain in the area

of op.ratiohs wesc the individual harlets, the Ba Ren and Cay

e Viag Toomll TLiverss ’
(2) Ovscrrabion and Fields of Fire: Observation in rice '

paddy arcas wac gCod. -Nufcrous harluts and dense vegedtatioa
restr.cted Observaticn and redvced rielas of fire., Jigh grass .
mlbeney brasaes, corn anc cane ficlds hampered obgervation in
she axca botween the Song Ra Rer and the Song Tru Bon/Song Ky Lam.

oy,
(3} CGcvrer and Comccalrent: Cover and concealrment was
PLOVLLEL DY TWALGLE, broacnes, caves, grass huts, hedgerows and

banobos Sinccs in tae harlecs. Dikes offered 1inz el cover aad .
conceelnens in the rice paldivss Cemeteries consiciting of 1arge

mownd s along tre Song lou Bon/Song Ry Lem afforded good cover -
agd eonc.alncats -

rd - -
{4) Qestaclc.: Nateral cbstacles were
s A

iimised 0 tae
ssvess. Men nade obssacles wore the namlets and basivos renies.
! razgs cowads in oo cemcteries provex 10 pe obsiacles to LvT

traltaic.
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5} avenues 0O Jpproach: Toe avenucs of epproach were
covered by Tere, wotn pany of chen augmented with fighvwng holesg
o trenchese ! '

(F} sitecpber Laafing Zonecs: Most of the rice paddies
in tae ar.a ~F crctalton were susseole for het.icopter landing
zones e G Lus LT Ay, noverer, the close proxarity 1O hamlets
15

6 coruiauezs vochariizsy 07 saiper and/oz RESTLSSING
Firce Rutr 3af7ies .1 .10 vicamity ol AT Go7535 cmtalasa anti
reliccmeor pu . ts eied wooedner vith oorbed UlrCe

—

kY]

[T 1 T
ne Cartuced MaSer ai. Werapors on Docvments:
B e e W T M e i W P e T e B VS AL ISPl B

.
(1) Gemurre _mmorn J Captvacn raterial ascluded, rifle
and aord guovode. 40 v e, 570 mortar roundsy various
‘ Lasiny TYDRT onoTaniTa 2% W05 L DALY Aan & C0asi iorable amountd
of mohtcal e pt le3e | OriLnane tueldc veTe cesirc,ed ).
(2 e v.a oy weapen “hut wes caphurec
wWas Ol Wad o L DL
(}) Lo

az of Lo l.ate hactical value. ALl
r hezdguarters for further

TECTCVOTLO L Ll
- - ol - A ~
ACCLcn 3 Ve ¢ Torwariel 50 ..

/ evaliuallions

&S
y

+o1 OF the manr documnents that were
]

%

- AT My oy
e YO Tmciicss
- AR N AR,

¢

‘ (1, The VC employed only harrassing tactlcs with the

oxcepvion oF uhe action with Co."K", on tae 4 July, and the
weffestive mortaring of the cattalion conmand post on 12 Julye
During tac rortar attack, an estimatsd 100rds. of small drms
were alsc fircds s

’ (2} M.nes and Booby Traps: There was limited use of
mipes and wooLy Lreps  rRazadoud tie entire Opersians.

Gainee front Interosstion and Hall.oers:

n s oA b,

”

o ITneerogaeion Tronslation Teanm, Da Nang

[ TN el A s o [} 3 \.
L) 07 tre 24 nersons aprrencended during Operation /
Macoas 39 veve o lyrer Lo lwc Dac District deadguarters and
5 were forwarded to Za T GE
Lo

¢ soptives velonged TO some
YL ass80C1a"10me (VO Farmors Azahes OLa Maris fssn., e%c,). The

; lazmed thoy dud o rolong o tazse assoclatinng by
Cro.cc  Lul wore iorect TOC Join. YG1s ar:a was wnlorn

20 Lomsleve
YO Somonataon praor to the olerition ard as 1008 22 uvae ares is
L0V pernane<ntly occupied oy USHC or goverament forces, tne VO

#1211 solu regarn sone fcgrec cf convtrol.

AN
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(%) Telrccpser Lanning Zones: Most ol ihe rice paddies
i tae ar.a ~f ore -avon went fsh.sacte Tor hel.copter landing
zoncs (ra ¢ Llee .cTo AV, noverTen bme close prexarity o hamlets

offese ¢ GONLLALOLS p;(bakv;_TJ 0" sapeT vnc/,L hesrossing

fire. R.3r pacties ‘i ae vieinisy of 4T 997535 containe anti

herrcomee™ it 's etel e Lether TR ouxbed irce .
!

Lo Carreren Iooppras, Wieplns il foouments: ‘
4o t
{3 Cenuems et s Capooned @ ateriel included, rifle
and nond guromotic., e O v e Te, 50700 mcrhar rounds, various
O caery Tyom ov_F 5. Qus L0% L. TUKS A g COAST lerable amount
of medtcal sin’ wes, LLrtiraass Yuens ee Jeswrc,ed)e
(2) 7 oot Merpoaar e ~1iy weaocon “hat was caphurea

B L ey

one rovenlal anys tag of 1me.lave bactical value. All

C
docan enmug v o o ftorwerdd oo Lisner hesdguaarters {or further
/ evalla’i 07

}

3 L

N ey " , PR S oh . tas that

U DTirer L CuneniTgs o e tianTr cocunents tilatl were
i

h

e YO Maciicss
p
(%, Tne VO employed only harrassing tactics with the | .
vxception oS dhe actlion with Co."K'". on sae 4 July, and the
sacffentive morvaring of the battalion commend post on 12 Julye
Durme ta. nortar attack, an estimatad 100rds. of small drms
were also fircd. .

0 (2, “Lnes and Dooby Traps: There was limcted use of

)

'
‘

ER sy

mnes and oLy Wrens (Amamzaous tae entire opersisaB.

Je Jawcilizence Gainea fror Interocation and Ralliers:

s v m——ran - ook,

#
o

2 - >

L, 7 The 24 persons apyreononded during Operation /!
Macons 39 were reliver:d 10 Jve Iace Pistrict Hdeadguarters and
5 werc forwaraed to 3¢ ITmeercgnoion Trenslation Teamy Da Nang
fox Tushce 15esDgoiione Most J4 The coptives belonged o some
N T100. (VC Farr NS 3

- . - . ~ % v
[SLCIITSTC LI Oid lriis FARS15% 4 QU CtCo/o Tne

Leog ¢ ciaiped Thoy o*” AL rolong BO TLnr3e associationg by
Crioac s buwl were Ioreld hu join. Wais aroea Wag urlow comslene
VO 4oL LaaTion pr or o thv ogeretion ard as Load &8 iae area is
rov purmianently occupiel by USHC or government forces, the VO

FLll 5000 regara sone AdcJree of controls

AN
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{¥} There was a reinforced VG battalioa in the area of
opcration Prior to and on JeDay.

(#) The VC will, when possible, withdraw/exfilirate
from an area rather than face USMC units when they velieve the
vame and place is not to their advantage. Small groups of
gueriilas will narrass USMC forces vo allow tne VO the time %o
exflltratea

(3} Taere are still fortified arcas within the area of g
operation as weil as an undetermined number of zuerillase

{4) ¥aar. force VC units can and do reenier the area by
mfiltravion anytioe USHC units are not physically in the area.

. 8s Mizsions |

3& Bavtalion, 9tn Merines acts as movenent force in eliminavion
operation coaducter by 9th Marines vo destroy enany fosces and
influence in the objective areas

Lo

9 Qoneccpt ¢f Ororations

Opcration Macon was a three pnase operation. Pmase I comnenced
at &buut 041520 July when Coo"{% engagsa enemy forces an GS (ﬂi
54)s Phase Il waa initiated on 6 July with the insertioa of
wwo battalions (-} as blocking forces, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
in tne foovhills wo the south (AT 937486-BT 00%518). 1sv Battalion,
34 Merines along the railroad bed on the ezst (BT 003518=A7 3958546),
and with elenents of the ist ant 2nd Battalion, 9th Maranes,
alresdy in placec, forming blocking positions along the northern
‘ beak of the Song Thu Bon, 34 Batvalion, 9th Marines atiacked
nortaeast fron tne LOD wnich gencrally followed a line-descrived -
by (AT 903548), AT 907504), and (4T 910497), toward the railroad
to the east. Phase II was terminated on order at the time that
zlements of A4 Datvtalion, 9tn Morines nade contacn with ist ‘
Dattellos, 3d Marines in the vicinity of (AT $95530). Phase IIX
congasted ol 34 Bavevalion, 9th Marincs conducting deliberate
reh and destroy operations from sasc to west through ohe
erating area Lo the viclarty of That position of the proposed
Lipersty Road souta ol tne Song Thu Jonm and is being continued
& Clear ana n01id 0 Coz7Ti0R 1t $A2% afems

3{\)& 1‘5& eCL_L“" 18

4 July = At shout 04a5wov lea” elenents of Jo. %KY in wne

VLOLNLTY cf }4T S1450L) wore cngagad b¥ VO fowees leecaled a3t
- 7785907 (4T 918503 enc (42 $40500) . One LVIPeS received
- !
- o
& 3
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hiss fron what wes first believed o be o 5TMM recoilcss rifley
v

I N

sut Loter Loormot To be an APZ-P rosuloing in 1 USMC KIL and 2
USIC UILe Co 'l arsuncet Bhe oflb; we, taking action to physically
Murste tae encry, roquaesting artillery and sir sioport. Co."IM

£

directcd o rove fron 4d 880507 sousn to AT 892499 in order to

CACH i bsttle ares from the northwest aad relieve pressure

0,'X". Co."i" havin., py this 17ue received B8 KIL'S ond 15

WZ“ Se Botwoen ‘700 ana 1730 Col.vIM conselidated positions in

tne viciryty of {aT 90C505 - AT GO5503). Aw about 180C cnm AC

sighted 250-200 arned V¢ in tae vicioioy of (AT 904512) and

f1vected an %ir strike resulitaing 2o S0 VO ZIa (COIF) and 25 Kia

(¥303)s AT %605 Co MM aeparted the 4in doa operating base [or

& posilon in She vicinivy of <A1 G2447%) in prejaration to

r one batile arca oa order. Adver aark Co."£' directed

liczwy nessions on VO novaas oubt of the battle areca in the

vicunity of (&2 9145C8) and (;u 9" 4491+ Rouses of egross were

saturated with roviar anl arzillery, and continoous z1llatanation

we.s providei by T?TC“@Iv flares. Go.,'"t!" vas retigned 1o operavicnal
-*

)

o
}‘)

T
-
Y

®
g;h

the un woa ope:au,ug sage av 2°Ch an assined defense of the base.
5 July — Pacec T of the operation cosntinusd as s-search ard
cestyey overstica wits sporadic eney contoct through hoe daye
O one norrng of weav day VO ricving 1a tne vicinities of
Companrog "I and "I were engagec wita artillery and fixed wing
fesimental Fragd {(186~66) directing the
of Opecravion lacon,.

6 July - AV 06110CH Co,."I", "M" and "L" crossed the 10D and
began «n attack vo the norvheast. ab-about 4115 Co."LY in the
vicinity of (4™ $20511) received approximabely 15rds. of 6OMM

‘ morvar and obs c“wd 30 VC in the vic-nity of (AT 927506), Co.nL"
directel orifllery fire, Target coverage good. 2 VC KIa{Coms)y,

70 VO EI4 {(PRORY, 12 VC wIi (PROZ). 1 1900 Co."L" (4T 920512)

ooserved 35-50 VG 1a bre vicinity of (4% 939%507), direciea

artiilery mi=sion, estinated 15 VC XI.. (PQuu, and 15 VO’ WIa (FROB).

7 July - lnird platoon of Co."I" at (4T 914525 opserved 150=

200 VO 1n the vicinaty of (uT 918528} . in artiliery mission of
anv%oxlrftelv 1500x2ds of 10°MM anc 175410, WP and 3H was fired.

1fuy prrcent cosualitics Was estinatet. The-ares was searchdd
av farst 1.ozkv, tarcs bodies were discovored, bLozdy siretahers,
o1Ts of Dlocay clotrnirg aad bloowy czatages Lad O an esSTlLETLOn
trat the enay cugveined 50 £lA's. The 3¢ Batbaliom, Juh Marsscw
0l 07 & platoon of tarnks aad a section
8 ant L/Tr~5ts, comtlaver vae abttack witnlia the ZO&{’ﬁ ~.

{u
[or]
4
=
b
o,
@]
o
M
b3
Rl
ct
S,J
O
s
s
b
[
&)
o
o f

e
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& ouly = The 3d Batral.on, Cth Macires continued o attack
in Yre 204 wiln light encmy contocte Phasc ¥ of Operation Macon

was vermaated oa crder at 1015150 alfter this battalion hed made
contact wath the Tst Battalion, 3¢ Mariaese st 1020154 chopped
OPCCN of Co."K" $¢ 1sv Battalion, 3d larines.

11=94 July - PhaseIT¥L of Opercizorn Macon began on 11 Juuy
with two compenics movirg east $o west in ZOA conaucting
deliverate scerch and acstroy operations, continuing the task
of raucing VG eartrworks, At about 1202501 the Zattalion
Command Groun {aT 9785%20) was thc object of an mmeffective
nortoxr attacke OG. 4 July the forward command group displaced
o An Joa operating baso; and Companies "IM and "IV assanen
zones 0% action w the'vic nity of libverty road, south of thne
Song Thu 3Bone fhose I Operation Macon is continuing as a search

. and clear operzvion in tne Liberty Roal ares.

as Fricanly Casualivies:
gﬁé KT8 s 10
(2} WIA wmmm= 81 (36 JEDEVAC)
3) VDo weme= O

b mnery Casualitics:

(%) ¥Ia (Coafirmed)mmaw~ 130
(2) XI& (Probaole) wwee= %19 .
E} VOO mmmemmmmmmcemee §
4} VCS ammmwammeamccaeen 5§

‘ Co Wea.pons/Equlpment Captureds
4 - Pistol Medical supplies
RPGm2
601 rorsar round
Documeni oo

Gas Mask
Uniforns, gray and grecn

™

Fomual

e
°
ba

550 Zeet of tuannel

&7 eovered punkers

2 baildings Ident:ilred as VO hospitals
3 Trencnes

e ey
6 -~ o e S

U RTINS
| oo e e o W
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Tlesned by nelicopter on a dally basis.
I Tre suroLTy s provacen fecm TLoG ooy fixed wing ai~crait
(Ca 1?3, 10v 2y ho Ar, 1Ca w;accorioace W.iTA PrFVLIUs.Ly Ccstablished
T ~3

WD

-

3 - -
o COTmmmooealin s
S EAT

. % e s o

(1 ) Commwrcetlsons were excelient throughout. PRC / 25

redfine mgned ¢ nadas contant woth palitalion rear which
a0 Ternd .. ovier a'r it sonTos~. Thas practice retuced
Depezvonk Ty he 1o woo oo T, SR7y0 ] ran.n s avadiedle Jor
pacl o oy wee Jdilzzod onb s oz
W (2, Be-ru 102 Comr -0 Ty mtalized g LY DeCet from 8e
‘ TV dulye o) o AS 3Q0 ULE e S NG WS replacoa —hich ennanced

BITwLTOTLL CI7L o LTaTIn via A Ll .

(3% o~ 2 uqvencp 2Lt Ta.ence was experiencec during

- o~ S -
13, Coriman~orts analysisgs
- o e e

- w4 s reaw e

e Tac reecInon 10 the inibial eaemy contact of 4 July was
owistancinT. ns vb on by 1en 3ebbtalion, 3¢ Merines ana 3
3abselica, *a Mo .aca ves tiachy ead erfective in that the eacny
50101 rerairch oo bhe Tewmget aven, Perrticipation by Zna 3attalion
Sigt AN scginent wes recvested at noon on 6 Jrly and shortly
wnereaiter 1agy oceupled nloctivg pesitiong on the scuth tying
ie wota 34 Tabtalion, Ad ae wes eia Coo.M™M" 34 Batbtelion, 9th z
Morines, Trerr iocation at that tine ana place filled a sizeable
gap Ln e Ccoo00de
‘ o It is arcested trat a sizeable force broke througn vhe

ES -~ A Y £ — - -
arse.y cHrndreet arca AEArT (AT 9152} on 6~7 July. It 1s likely

t s In snu 1l proups, exfitirated to tne south where
fervvirg Tlooking By two comman~es vme Jkinasible,

CatLelrties wWere MmIiiictes b - o U L durang ther

ol ot

. - T break

out ui =7 Filje Recoa faitiaer zrviilery end air minsion .
c.used rusorons casneliuins 4 Jilv 21 the mountoin gssembl é
aXde

Co Pomalasicr and reffiges COYTTOL SUDOOYT WoS ZECUESIeC
from 9th Merices. Prompt action o7 O/4 ollicsr wroauces shs
cesred risuits wosn aellcoptly Lrocdcasts Jirected Cuvilinns
o a reluzec cuntiol moinc aecx (37 0UL). Thus 33 Daswal.on,
gta Yarine Ualts wWese rOU reguirted TO CoLe wilbn large rurbers
of CiviLianse

-l
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dm Ve units can ana wall infilitrate back into areas recently
searched a.’ cleared, The VC continually harrass and snipe at
JEMC unitvs froo peeviously clesred areas. It is evident that
aniess a arca 1s dhysically occupied, the VO will retwmn or

come out of their hiding places to continuc their narrassing
activities.

Ce Although the results of Operation Macon were largely
negative,the impact upon the VC can be considered dauagilic.

440 Recommendations:

as Division urits maintain continuous preparedness fox
commitinent as blocking forces in an arca waere sizeable VO
. elemcris have geen detecteds

b, Future opcrasions in a coraoned area mmciude, vo the
extent pogsible, a ceatralized refugee collection point whare
civiliang «re directed by airborne Lroadcasis.

Y

ce Ocoupation by ARVN or .US forces should follow operation
wo conduct paoxfication and psyohelicgical varfare operations
a4 cnnance VN control of tac 8vdse
s
f; f l/// f
/
é/’ﬁfﬂ¢/<§/2‘ !ff# #
\ W.D. AUBBARD
i By direction

[4]
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ARTILL S

X7
Py

:

1. Generar: Avtilloery support was provided by ne 05MM
nowzézgffgautely reinforeced by two 155¥M nowitzers, located
at 4n Joazs Two batteries of 105's, one battexry of 155 (SP)
zn? a piatoon of 8" aowitzers supported whe operation from
rall 55. Artillery suppert during Operation Macon was
excelleats There was & minimun of delay in obvaining clear=
ance or with getting dgta ©o the guns. ALl reguests for
gupportiag fires were falled with speed ond accuracye
Exasting supply of Class V in che LSA dwmp at An lica was
safflcicac o sugport the operation throughout. Even when

large volvmes of artillery were delavered in a short time, —
as om taec 4oh ann 6tk of July, tac ammo level never became
(. CrLiviCdas

2¢ doend I Pire: i ana I fires were planned each nignt
during e Cperation. Whaen pessible K ana I's were fired
Srom one ¢f the rexaforcing batleries to conserve the
arounatron supply av An Hoze ALl Il and I fires were closely
coorfinaved wiva the movement of friendly unitse.

%. Operatlorg:

ae Forwapd Opgervorg: Porward observors generalkty
performed in an excellent mammer; the most opportune
targets were engaged during Prnasc I of the operation.
; bs Met Discipline: There were several instances wnere
‘ o's cut lnlc the maddle of a transmission occuring in the
early stagecs of the operation, it is atiraibuted to inexper-
" fence of new operatvors. Action taken by the FSCC precluded
repetaiion beyond tne thard day.
co fuzcg: Veriety of fuzes were gtressced fopr fire missions.
Tuze delay, .n particular; was exmployea wnen 1T was Known
vhe eneny was sheltercae by srenches and forsifisabioas.

Qo Aerial Cbservatlion: Aernzl ovservalion vas enmoloyed
to provile surrveirlance of artillery nissions. On cccasions
dac AC counld nov obsarve as welli as the ground obsesver.

Ja 6 Jaly, waern Co.Y[" engaged a VO company, She AQ was
requested 10 consrol the artillery. FTuough a fare ship was
on stavicr, tne 40 could not ocascrve the target aue 0 tane
heavy suc'te from artillery impact. On ocoosions susth 28
%018, control best remained wlia tas 2riund OnsCPVGT.
However 0Tz were clftotively coployed in coordinating
alr straikes vogether wisin ari.ilery. The use of the 40 1
soontrolling the axr ane artillery, allowed the maxaomus
cocrdination of artvillery ag air support. Awcillery

- ‘
4 ”
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ceasot fire waen air was preparod o nake their sirikes
aa” recamex Tire waon tnc alir szc;Ke was completet., The

Cnnid of COMIIMLIcaTion betweea riC s PECC, cir end ground
chserror, caraaced the effcctivencss of the supporting arms.

i

a. On 9 July, the F30C was spilt. There was a mobile
the {orward command grodr, The PRC/9 uvsed by the |
S0Cy was «raloguaies Relistle comxunications were
201l l cd oy & FRC/25 to all fire control units. The
50C “eceney in nany insionces the only link of
b10n botween the Cosecvor and the FIC,

. T omebhleng ocoured wica a split £5CC, obtaining
rarid ok axnnc e ard “proniase ssTigreas o8 conzerretlion
nARCSE, Clu Tunse wan delayed for on cell fircs because

' tares shaviors vvwee clearing the rassiong. Due o the
s 3TIEss O dly wni s, £rmal clerrence could no& he

£ .
PR o~ S v P n, - '\ ‘St a¥al
SV 0 Lae robiic ¥FLOC,

b}
w
(W]
T
i1

~t
.

)]
]

o 0o i
O w O
[ A &)

YJ

§.,J

o)

P;_}
o C‘J

O
¥y
&
L) 0 vE, Ll)

‘cact.gcgﬂl air controlier
ary MisSsions. Insure, as
cha:.n {rom FIG, to

5 wh

roal

£ &8s possivle, tae comrmaircatio
PSCC, agrial observore

be TG expedite clearance of missionsy establish bomb
Lines wo describe the area vhere mowtle FSCC can grant
final ciearance to supporiing Firasg,

. Wnea mobile FSCC 1s emploved; FIC assign a block of
concentrasion nunbers for their use during the operation.
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Yo Cercrals  Arr svppert fow Operation Macon was proviced for
an van foun of o s .lid Ay Loason OSZicor secsion. One

elverv vitt the furvard CP groeun; tae second elovent remained
wiln e rexr OF &%t Ao I Foywn ulf=0e nel.ocoptesc wore on

st.ton Detaeer OFNC L P30, 1vo vine an stuis.on betwecn 1800~
Teog helonsiis vere cployrd Sor melical evaciation, |
eBLONLy A BACE oot 0Deratil 8.

07&4( ®

dperation Macon was,; with ninor excepliions,

1o O reguryly by aeliccptor enabled
av-l Tighicr art faster. In paticular,
{?

coaba L TLOOLS W o —
tire iy reotorly of darul bulpe grovided maximrm degtruction

o fo~laificr.onns and ow.ams~e te anouwrts of explosivas
CATTLI I DaiC TIOOT Se

» Courents Holicopter reguesss fron units in the Ticlé.
L0 7 NeLiIcorteT soguesst ave sedt brm bavtalion vac :.cal
not o e ratie operLtors wno n tumn sobnit vat roousst

C
. . . Fan N
- Ar. Diosen UFT.cer sccticm [or zot

r

s ior, This sysven
encritdl, prod el LTI ES 0Ty TEMLTS t~1uh a ainier i of

-
[«
oetven ton 3

" A
“ 12 Lo Lilaon Cfficer (Letual)
e rasTae 0l 1 rwand Oy Lomrany Coummanders sent

cote™ Tig.ets ©0 hun over Phie hatitalion tactical
neve Lo Lar 1Y_am. ulficer forvard, nad no divect communicaticas
wWith the wor Licetn OJ01cer reer dus te the 1a~afficient

0 ¢
cMsvgulntly, tiie Arr Liacon Officer
forwas, npm cccerpt of a b wtomtor reguest, out of
nceess vy had o use whe oqf'u.u;ow vactrcal net to contact
0 thc re.z radio operators, who 1n turn submitted the reguest
$o the Lir nuason Officer rear.

de Beromuentationg: That regariliess of the establispnent ol
an Lir Looson O Dacer forward unity Comnany (/ommanderd
contrmre 1o ~emt Gneir hclicopter roguesis direcitly wo the

rons Over the prrtasicn sectical neb. This systam vill
al.ov ate Toa ncer 7 sonflug the came mescogos svice over
Wae panTalion tact.cel vioty g vill as ol mfaasing one link
In The ToTLoat chelsa, prefacing Liotel ncliconler sesvice,
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14 Cemorars

a. Ampnibious howitzers, btanks and amirascs were employed
by 33 Battalion, 9th Merines during Operation Macon. On 7
July, the armored vchicles joined the battalion afier crossung
the Tha Bon Raver.

bs Vehicleos werc distributed in the following manner:
(1) Gun %aaxs, [lame tanks and [~6's were assignea
cirect support of rifie companies.

{2} One gun tank, {The Company Commanders venicle)s
one gun teak, equipped with a dozor blade; an LVY C=1 and
¥=51% recovery vchicle were 1n gencrai support, and remained
with “ne batvbaliocn comman gSrougs

2s Tactical Wrolcyments

anks ransel aheac of foot troops, although in
; close infantry suppori was provideds GOMM
d into suspected mined arcas, and the tanks

Tanks 1n dircet support cntcret the rifle company net and
close coordination wes effcctively maintained.

e Toerrain was excellent for zrmory Some difficulty
was experianced passing through thick treelines and lacge
grave mounds were avol“en somewaat chaarelizing armor:
Only *two 2acidents of tanks bogging down in paddies were
reporteds

Cc. During the pcoriod 12-14 July bvanks, G-6's and une

T Ct were In general support. It was insended %0 employ
0 the heavy tanxk gection as a quick reaction it %o support

ther rifle company had aa encounter wivh a sizeable VO
2aent ocoured,

[
et

5. Cooxdinztion: A liason officer was assignad to tae
battaizor cenmand group. Soploying a PRC/B radio, he

insarel ~oatimuous contact wish all taax units. Comounica.ion
and COATIOL was eaaanced oy this technigue.

Lo Pron_cr Arzass

a. Transgportabion of supplios by Pe5's adacd 10 the
aamber oY armored venicies witnouv adaing to btacwical
canabiiities.
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be Antrecs and Amphibian howirozers were refueled by
srwdelivered Arum fuel on 11 July. The l-bis and P=5's
werc taus delayed four hours while refugling took places

.

5s Recomendabiorss. .

as. Wien awor units arce in support of an Infantry
Batlalil me coat.rue 30 provide a l.ason officer with a
radlio tnet will aet with arnor ULLTSe

b. when possiole establisph logistic supporst arcas
from wh.ch tincly refueling vehicles ; air or surface,
can we GlSp;tcnef IO rendieavous with armor untis. !

—+

) Ly L%

[
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SIGINERRS
EoRSE AL AR,

a. 30 Tlatoon, Company "a; 3d Engincer Batuvalion was
e tz-~lae vl ot anto two teans, one assignea o suppord
Coii" T.c ~ecac o sunport Cos"IM,

De 2 tare’ Sermy osoveter nr 31 Iagineer Dattalion,
gqurmpen LY TgLTy r1ae olﬁwers, DLESME Ccguiprente.

2

3.0
PTOTACTLVE M5uKs we” riot cravol cgente,; were in goneral
support TRV LT tae operaticn,.

¢ Tr2 Fullewins VO foriificatlions were destroyed by

o SUPPOTTLLY 2nZ. TE0YS.

(1) 97 vuakers (&) 5 neters of tumnel

(2% 47 f1grT.ng noles TV 4 coves

(3} 1% punjil braps éB} % 90MM zd. dud

243 4 cates {(9) 2 green star

(5) 240 meters of trencaline clusters signai
faiores

i Bngineers and tumnel tean were ¢etached from 3d
Bastalicny 97th erines on 11 July.

Zs Teotical Jdloyment:

—

a. The speed of rnovencnt denied full utilization of
3 gupporTe The tinncl team renained with the conmand

group ant wag deployed on call of the rifle companye Xo
cxbensive tael actworks wore discovered, although susp-

. ected arcas were renorted and investigated by the tunnel teams

os Deroliticn teans followed i the sraces of ezch

anvenoe1ar, :lf ¢ comrany wita securiyy elements provided by
wee rifle coupoay. Sunkers and twnnels marked by forward
ciloawnts were desiroyed by doroliticn teamss Rapad HOVeaant
reduced the effecbiveness of ssarches. It is accepted that
many hiding places were Lypasdcte

Taat o fudure operations, cagineer support be .aoge
closely allied wivh rapidity o the atiacks Incroased
gineer supnort 1s requicea unere speed of movimeas is
3 &
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