DECLASSIFIED
- i -~ 2 e - T e e — :..;':

~ A

cqmrmném L 4 - N
- | , HEADQUARTERS

ATallimin] =Sk " 31 Battaléen, 9th Merines
34 Merine Division (Reinf) FMP
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

- 3/B10/ Sow
- . 05750
! 31 July 1967 :
From: Commending Officexr i
Tos Conmendant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D) %81 16%’ o on
Via: (1) Comiandung Genercl, 3d Marine Division (Reinf) " -
éZ) Coumand ing Geaexrcl, Third Marine Amphibious Force
3) Commendiay General, Fleet Mirine Force, Pacific
Subj: Cormand Chronology for peried 1 July to 31 July 1967

- Ref's éa\ MCO 5750.2
vy FMFPACO 5750.8

Enol: ‘V/(’1) Commend Chronology 1-31 July 1967

\/E/Zg Sm2 Journal
\3) S=3 Journal
::é43 After Action Report - Operation BUFFALO
5) £fter Action Renort - Opceration HICKORY II
ey /R RPT (opa £1maRROA)
1. In accord nce with tie provisions of reference (a) and (b), enclosures

(1) tarough (1) are submitted,

2¢  Dovgraded at j yoox intervals, declessified after 12 years, DOD Dir

A ii/,vfé 1”!‘4{) pv ¢

5200,10, .
4NYe )

//’ V| // !/Cz:f‘d',&» A A

e J. “OODRING, JR. 7 s

%:

B - - - - p :

FBr 7 Mornes S&C 1\30«{4{?&';7 ;{f

Coves 7 of_§ Loves

afieon. s st L - e R,

- DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

= - — ——mr T
— ~ - —— = = = ==

* - - e - - T s TR
H

’ TOADIW RT RS “.;, '

3d Battalion, 9th Merines
3d Marine Division (Reinf) TIF
PPO, San Francisco. Carifornia 96602

Comnand Chronology
1 July to 31 July 1957

IVDEX
Tort T Orgizational Data
cexs T Taxrative “ummary

Part III  Sequentzal Ligsting of Signfiecant Dvents

Part IV Supporting Documents

ENCLOSUEE ( y

 DECLASSIFIED



B - DECLASSIFIED

S =
BART T

el

e B4 m—

N
)
°

ORGANIZLTION-L DATA

%34 Battalion, 9th inxdnes Major ', J, WOODRING,JR.
1«31 July 1967

SUSORDINATE UNITS

Company I Captain B, H, COYIE
1-3 July 1967

Captain R. V, S7IGART
4 July 1967

Captain 7. A. CONGER
5-31 July 1967

Company K Captain J, E, GILES
111 July 1967

Captain R, L, CLOSE
12-31 July 1967

Company L Captain T, T, SHIRLEY .
1-31 July 1967

Company M ‘ Captein R, B, JOHNSTON
1-31 July 197

H&S Company 2dLt, W. C. HELTON
1-24 July 1967

1stLts G. L. BARLO'Y
2531 July 1967

2+ LOGATION,

1-8 July 1957 Dong He, sepublic of Vietnam
9-31 July 1967 Cau Lo, Repudlic of Vietnam

3+ STAFF CFFICERS.

Executive Officer Yajor J. G, MEBAS
13 July 1967

Ma-jor J. C., STUDT
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CONRERETTAE,
5-1 2dLte Ho L. TIEKING
1-17 July 1967
1gtlt, D. J. MOSSEY
18-31 July 1367
S=-2 1gtlt, H, F. "RIGHT
131 July 1957
-3 Captain G, D, NAVAIEL
1-31 July 1967
S-34 1stlt, G. GUDJONSON
111 July 1967
Captain J. E. GILES
12-31 July 1967
3=4 Captain R. W, SWIGART

13 July 1967

1stlt. G. GUDJONSON
12-31 July 1967

4. LVERAGE STRENGT .

UG UsN

Of ficers 35 Enlistsd 1093 Offiecrs 2 Enlisted 57

TH ; Yo
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PART IT

L.y NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the period 1-2 July 1967, this battalion continued in the
defense of the Dong Ha Corbat Base, From 2-9 July 1967 this battalion
participated in a search and destroy operation in conjunction with
Operation BUFFALO, Om 9 July 1967 this battalion esteblished & new CP
at the Cam Lo Bage Comp (YD 142614), relieving 2uBn, 9th Marines of this
AQ, BEmphasis was pl"'oed on aggressive patrolling within the respective
company sectors to counter and minimize enemy activity in these areas.
The battalion established outposts and ambushes throughout the assigned
TAOR.

Prom 14-16 July 1967 the battalion employed as a blocking force in
conjunction with Operation HICXCRY II. During the remzinder of the period
the battalion ma‘wﬁ‘:.“ ized in the support of Operation KING FISHER, All
of the gperations wa in the Quan Cam Lo Distrioct and Quan Gio Linh
Diatric’c, Quang Tri* Provinoce, Republic of Vietnam,

PART ITT

SEAUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. FIF organization oomitted 4o combat,

a. Combat mission agsigned,

(1} Conduct unilateral offensive eperations within assigned sector
of TACR,

{2) Corduct.wilateral and/or eoordinated operations within the
Divislon area of regponsibility as directed,

(3) Occupy and defend assigned sector of TAOR.

(4) Provide scourity for Artillery positions located at Cam Lo
Bege Camp, YD 14’3616 .

(5) Provide sesurity along Route 561 in OA by aggressive patrolling.

(6) Provide seourity for mine sweep teams along Route 561 in OA.
(7) Provide seourity for Com Lo Bridge site, YD 148604,

(8) Provide scourity for engineer persommel end equipment while
cpgrading Doute 561.

(9) Be prepared to provide relief{reinforcement of Gio Linh and
TA VIET Facility in the event of enemy attack, '

-~
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(1) 214 July 1967 this battal.cr vas engaged in a search and
degtroy operation in oonjunction wilh (meraiion BUFFALO, 14-16 July
this battalion was in blocking posttizons <1 conjunection with Cperation
HICKORY II. See enclosures (/) and (5), During the remainder cf the
period the battalion conducted assigaed operastions in desigutted arelds
of agsigned TadR,

I e

s

b. Signifieant operations conducted,

Q

co Cagual-.cs inllic%ed on the eneuwy.

-~

T) Rt Cor 10138 recmren veeeee 481

> -
k:’:} A‘A-J../\ &1\‘:5(‘?)130 AL AL el AL 200

-
»

(4

A}
' 'D-\ J‘ . Y T DU v WV Sy e
‘

Y )
(4) 2 GAINQ2 S ~rmmewanceirs = ivna 1

d. Caswalties sustained,

(1) X1 16 :
\
(2) wra 130
e, YFewy %zchn.gues cmployed. None, K \“

E.  Jowning celasiong. Command relstions with all supporting wnits
N SR mor@inacion and assistonce reeeived on all levels of command

woLouote o o crecslact,  During the period this battalion functioned
ves b vl G T 9la Marines.

oanuprr ot bueng this period there-were no serious problems .
ik g Jpoent and noxral lhrine Corps Issue.was sufficient in all respects. '

h. L’Jéi strcsa.
(1) supoly and Distzibution.

(a) Company size and larger eperations have been supported ~ =~ - L
« HST fron 3d chore Party Battalion.

v\ ey the past month a wrehouging project was initiated. - -
v v am roxm ' 909 of bulk storage material has been warchouseds -

Vo iy tae month some of the following "hard-tomget"
WPLY ateuae uere wcaeiveds  Lightuveight utilities, aiming post stekes,
1 Sleailing geas f0n €10 116 rifle,

(1) A1l o=itioal “shortages have.been regqusittioned on priovigy: - ="

~r 08 ag opnilecatlc, £ i @FFEH
L . CUmmEERTIREN QEW
L - ; m.'osumz ¢

e e eaa
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(2) Trensportation.

(a) During the month the mctor pool was divided into a forward
and rear section- The Farmerd at far Lo c.ad the rear at Dong Ha,
"\) Non=orrmerde tran.eaosiaticy requiresnevns Tor troop movements
has toca oot aniing.

poTL L hrath e~littog proginm conlnled Foxing this
perisd 1cvn g Aacouid tal LIDCAP Pregoam.  Porsonnel feoun this Lattalion's
N A

1
aid gtati s o wdeaced The LD AR Program treating all covillans who
part.craen

t0 ANIatatern . L. Tacne ere o adalaistrative dqutfisulites encountered
duriag oz ouriod,

k. TPeegonnel, Roplacemmt percsonnel have not been available in suff-
icient quemticies t» fully replace loses due to combat and rotation to ‘
CONUS, A p. ~hrieovlarly orilical arca lies in Officers and Steff Non~Commig-
sioned {f{licarg.

/ 1. Inwellligi.ce.

(%) Tev-ain. Tho terrain north of the trace between Con Thien

(L2777 0V awa (0e T (YD 273732) oomsists of terraced farm lands and

) el 204 e e Tielip are open and bordered with hedgerows. The
Tolet o, cereg foeo ghont grasses in the fields to thick bruchwood
st Sooone e a1l oy 1o 10 metors in height, bhe critical terrain
10 T L wws Loa fagon YD 15701 ) e the Trace, between Con Thien and Gio
Prure e Tabnusa sod 0 1T 708) 1o (YD 1357250, and Mevcet (YD 135725).
[ Ferven, 72 e rable for asgne bellccpuer operations. Coacealment ranges
' from ervels ws in tho ¥arck hedgerows o poor in the open fields,

The i1zirata Jjust north of the Song Cam Lo is low rolling hills and
rice vadd.ec- Vezetation roges from short grasses in dry rice paddies
to b oenvosd w1 helght of 10 feet, Concealment ranges from poor in
the rio0 0oy arveag b0 good in the brushwood area, HIZ's are plentiful.

n, vomporeture. The mean moxirmum temperature ranged bebween
T, Tao sean mindmun temperature ranged between T30-76°

‘5) Uinds. The winds were from the southwest at a mean speed
of 8-10 kncty-

s) Prooipitation. Only five days of very light precipitation

‘
were ricorded during the acnth of July 1967. w
[}
7 aa

Fwstlotiyen
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. (q) Awdaity, The relative humidity averaged 78% for the
month of July 1967,

(¢) Clouds. Cloudiness was at a minirum, cnd the clouds that
were present were at ¢ high ol tisu’ o,

(f) Vigdmalit Yig i1ty was unlinited for ground troops.
Fog and hage ias viotuilsy non:—-xlom N To
{2z rdor o 3al¥i. Trom “dentification cards captured the enery
is bellevel L2 e “roa £ T+h, St 2-d 2ih Battalioms, 90th Regiment
3245 Doaieio, of tac soolth Vicwaanese biryre

Yy Slemefinent Erouts  The c")cﬂ‘y jnovresed the use of artillery

on Irivvdy “rops 2ad ingtallltioas e ranged fron 2-4 rounds of
H%Z'g ty & vo.lov of over 600 nI p‘uep f“.:r.nsa

The cnery 1of L bahiad o great deal of electrical wring used for -
command daic ation ol clzynoves ond explosive devices.

The enemy polic2d the bosilefield of bodies, equipnent, and weapons,
and 'w:.qr Livde goor sms Lefd behinde ’

%) %ma:y of Lm;_denbso During Operation BUFFALO, 3/9 relieved
1/9 in the visualty ~f tho Marvet (YD 135725) against a regiment of NVA. --
3/9 Comonoiad groseive gcﬂ '5ls In thls érca in order to maintain contact
"nq rero ooo WA o0 The IVA ewmdusted harrassing fire wissiong, and they :
Ve e u-,.r‘ oved with Lwirtass erd ariillerys 5/’9 revrieved all friendly
dr.ad 0o wenit 0n Lo sed.os area north of Marke!d

2g & blocking force in Operation HICKORY ITI, Thcre was

) ancad 9g
vactw rads by 3/9 du.u_ this operation.

d
no con ade
(6) Equipment oal Positions,

(c) Captured Bouipuent:

HI N, 1
PPD - 8 .
g5 - - 28
BE<f] e e e 37
E0 U1 PG memmre e 3

67, 20X g rvvems e 49
BOu couds memme s 1473
TEL [ e st o st s 1

IR I U115 JUR— 1
AT 0 cmmen mmsmememees 20
LT 010 e smnrmin e

e xv‘ 1ODE D e e smiom e s e

-\ N

[£3 )\) , bg,:’,b Wt s PP P L

(h) Pouibions found north of the trace in the area of the
1B et yere predominaboly ocovered bunkers, 6x4x4 feet with 3 layers
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logs and packed dirt for tne top. Bunkers were connectedgx trenches, i

(7) Datection Dovicos,.

ta) TWober eresll.d 1o Battalion - 20 AN;"PRSJ (SID)

Tomlas o~ ALLS - "€
Coa Ty L s danl s ~ 0
- T e -~ -," - - 7 15 3
o Slp) yUoar ..oz AT T oan Sac process of being
est gl L oL 20 4801 et Ty -
. - B T , v . - ey = T S
Lo Yo S s (v, wurorad o suppor: the battaliom
by mcin- . Voot Cu et tatia L ymovided radiowen o the
VOT 'Ll MIT W . v udde T watt . oaw e yowag thoe same fox the

Cortzoid Lv~aw

- 4 -
€y fan (opntd

, Lol caanttg toc o operations vhich were recorded
in Afver L2blon ~-poe

P 12 adovlons weie Flrad by Dattery 'FY, 24 Battalion,

12th Verwwes "a dizxe:’ punpu s of 3d 3a'talion. 9th Merines. These 42
missin.ds ‘mrlorel T, 0 d 1371y positionss 2 counter morter

1gnt dofensive registrations, In addition

&
missrose 12 Lrlp tivag ol Yo
30 te 40 t&l's s fnred nlgridys
p. tin oo L1 Fived woag eurigcs were prirarily comtrolled
by VY g \
LRl bTYA LTy By Sy 3L anTaxfl o is Lizteds belors
o
v + HQUEITED RECELVED
I‘:::L( b LT 6 6
TSV G 1 1
WaFUNT: ol 9 S

Resupply =~ koa-ie 14 1
Prioary 4

3
4
Brnecgangr 5 5
4
3

r
E2lo Trooplifs 4 '
HeLlc Cunships Z t
W oz LS y 1

RAao Deeon 4 4

“led Ving - OA€ 44 44
e 19 19
& 5 unk

5 Bae-

~
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TYPE REQUESTED RECEIVED
Flare Ship 4 3
AC-4T 4 5

ge Cheplain., During the month of July twelve protestant services
were held with a total of 205 attending. The chaplain rade 18 visits to
the dicpensary, Circuastonoces did not perrit the holding of menorial
services. The aoplain continued to coaduct *roop indoctrination lecte
ures on the religions of Viet Mem, With an atiendence of 351, counseled
42 personnel, wrote 65 lebters. condueted 1 Holy Unctions, and took
care of 6 Red Cross coses. During ine perisd Coatholic services were
held by Father Richard and Father Elley- cnapling of 9th Marine Regi-
nont and 11th Bugrnsors, rospectively. Both choplaing parvicipated in
Opcration BUFFALO, andwexre 1n direct support of Operation HICKORY IT
and KLNG FLSHBR., 4 Dboxes of children's clothes were received from
Episcopal Diocese of lhgsachuetlbes, these were turrcd over to S-5
for distribution,

re Medical,

(1) The mediocl stotus of the Battalion is presently setisfactory,

(2) There 7ere 047 visits to sick call this wmonth, 844 larines
and 3 Navy,

(3) There were 75 clinical laboratory procedures performed this
gonth,

(4) The present strength of the Medical Department of this
Bottalion is 5% Hosipital Corpsnen and one Doctor. Two Hosipitel
Carpanze 2 nrescntly la COWUS oa ememgency leave, One coxpsman on
~iellast el M Med,

(5, ledical supsly 1s adequate,
(6) Fous Vietiwnmosse civilians were treated this month,

\ . * ~ 03 .
(7 ; The sanitobion »f the forward area meets minimum standards,
the rcar b~twalio1 arca is satisfactory,

{8) Mere b+ been 10 cases of vencral disease in the battalion
i rmth .

10
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JOURNAL - UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63) 3d Battalion, 9th Marines
SUPERSEDES 2-52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED -
Dong Ha, RVN
FROM (Date und hous ) TO (Date and hour)

(Clsfcaton) 01000 0124008 July 1967

TIME - ACTION TAKEN

SERIAL | DATE T INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS M-Maps  [—Troops
S-Staff  [—File

IN ourt

0930 1 010900 Company I, at YD 295543, YD 293538,
received approximately 60 to 80 rounds
light automatic and carbine fire, Called
in artillery and returned fire. Presently
sveeping village and burning suspected |
areas. At 010930H  received harrasing
fire from acrogs rivers approximately
60 to 80 rounds light automatic weapons

and carbine fipe. Returned approximately
400 rounds 5.56, 200 rounds 7.62 link,
100rounds M-79, in process of sweeping
village, Called in artillery., Received
3 WIA's, friendly artillery, also 1 M=1

carbine. Found bunker with tunnel,

ax10x5, wifuh_mm_encngh_tp_slaep_aamgoxt- —
ably., Another tunnel inside house, 25!

in diameter. Bunker snd tunnel destroyed
with C-4, At YD 295543, blown enemy

: houch, Had secondary explosion which =
came from ceiling of houch, Called in
artill i WIAY inor
scratches, hit by scrapnel when artillery
called in on snippers. YD 296548, found
punji pits 3x3x4, located 2' from left

- __ | S=F, 9th Marines

1230 2 011110 2dPlt, Company L spotted 2 VC, YD 212545,
coming down towards river from the north
wearing kakhi uniforms and helmets painted
green, One carried a BAR and other

carried a rocket, Ambush opened fire from
south of river with approximately 50
rounds M~60 fire, VC returned approximately
40 rounds of 30 caliber fire and withdrew
to the north, Tnable to persue due to
river, hit 1 V¢ with ¥M-60 fire, Inhcomi
enemy rounds impact on L-6 CP on high

a, =Ly ]
position. ¥ USMC KIA, 1 VC Eprobable). S5-F, 9th FMarines

1330 3 | 011215 odFlt, Company I, at YD 294847 found 1
¥=1 rifle, 1 canteen with cup containing
cesamy seeds, 3 pair trousers, 1 Naval
flare, 1 empty cenister conteining pills
and fish line, 3 bunkers 8x4x4, 3 document?,

(See reterse side for nstructions) PAGE NO 1

b
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JOURNAL !

NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63)
SUPERSEDES 2-~52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH Wilt BE USED

— = ;;(

(Classification)

UNIT OR SECTION

3d Battalion, 9th Marines
PLACE
Dong He, RVN
FROM ( Date and hous ) TO (Date and hour)

01000 012400H July 1967

TIME
SERIAL DATE TIME

NO GROUP

N ouY

ACTION TAKEN

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS M— Maps I'—Troops
S—Staff F—File

1330 3 011215

2 pictures of people, 2 metzl emblemg,

and 5 tons of rice, Blew 3 bunkers that

had secondary ewmplosions. Also blew 2

rice bins and 1 Naval flare. Found 2=50

cdliber rounds, 5 M=1 ghell casings, 1

rajir kakhi itpouser., Disposed of shell

&y

cagings in river, S=F, 9th Marines

1850 4 lomsts

Comspny I, squad patrol (YD 295546)

received 40 rounds amall arms fire from

approximately 3 VC (YD 294546) in treeline

by river. And returned 200 rounds small

arms fire, 6-60mm, 4 M~-79, pushed enemy

into thick undergrowth and enemy headed

in a westerly direction and searched area

with negative resultse 4 USMC WIA's

nedevaced, S-F, 9th ¥arines

2000 5 011930

CAC unit, YD 113601, observed 1 squad of

VC , and from information available they are

believed to be moving hehind Hill 46

(YD 1060), From report 100 NVA, armed

v in Hill 46

with 2 60mm and 10 RR_ 4
areas Report received from local sources.

Request fire mission, by 2d Battalion, 9th

Marines. S-F, 9th Marines

2005 6 | 011935

Company I destruction reports 16 Huts,

16 bunkers (6x5%3), 4 tunnels (8x4x4),

2 punji pits (3x3x2). Bagged 6500 1bs.,

left 5000 3bs to bag. S-F

2130 7 011930

Company L while moving in heavy brush at

YD 204545, moving between 2dP1lt Company L

OP and 24F1lt Company L ambugh, richt flank

mn saw VC, spun and fired into EZmammy L

position, which was facing road bed, in

northerly directions And VC opened fire

in goutherly direction, the VC also threw

—E—

_with 150 rounds of 5.56_and 5 M-T9 fire.

_a_counl |
Wp

Searched area after unit contact and found

%ggd___t@_i_l_bu_t_lggi- trail in 'b'rm%h line.
sptured 1 helmet, 3 friendly WIA'S

( See re1erse side for instructions)

PAGE NO 2 (Classsfication)
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JOURNAL - UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63 : .
SUPERSEDES 2-5(2 AND 8—;6 EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED Pgi Bettslion, 9th Marines

Dong Ha, RVN
FROM ( Date and hour ) 10 (Date and hour)

01000 012400H July 1967
ACTION TAKEN

SERIAL | DATE TIME INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS M—Maps  I'—Troops
NO GROUIP
S—Staff I —Fie

(Classification )

TIME

[0 out

2130 7 011930 1 v¢ KIA (confirmed) S-F, 9th Marines

2219 8 012319 CAC unit #2 Alpha point took small arms
fire from 2 VC, approximately 10 rounds
and 1 grenade., The VC were armed with
AK-AT's, Pire wos returned with 150 roundg
searched area and fired illumination, with
negative results. Returmed to CP. 2
friendly WIA's, non-evacs, and 1 VC KIA
(prcbable), SeFy_9th Marines

2140 9 012140 CAC OP observed a VC squad, at the same time ze
several intelligence reports were received
by village chief at CAC #1, about 100 KVA
with recoiless rifles and mortars north
of above grid. Artillery called by CAC,
objects moving in impact area. Fired for

effect on large moving objects, moving
northwest (¥D092609). Artillery called,.
no_further movement. S-F, 9th Marines

10 012300 Eneny mortars were heard by CAC being
fired, and rounds landed near an RF position
(YD 104584). CAC in HQ compound went to rdd
_ _talerte CAC heard noigses around perimeter
- vire, CAC observed mortar flashes and

fired counter mortar fire, FEnemy fire fell
short of tarcet. Fired shotgun &t noises
around perimeter. 1 WIA, USH, non-evac. S-F, 9th Marines

&
[

(See reterse side for mstructions) PAGE NO ( Classification )
' AR
LR - N ..; v,
ENCLOSURE (3)
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
yﬁ:@ﬁ&%‘&'gﬁs‘g%gfﬂé EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?C(E Battalion, 9th Marines
Dong Ha, RVN
. FROM ( Date und honr ) TO (Date and bour)
(Classification ) 02000 022400H July’ 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
. — sERéAL D;g:o':'}I;AE INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ;1_}?;}};“ II”:I'_FI;:up:
10115 1 020935 Company I (YD 244542) received estimated
40 rounds 8/A from 3 VG (YD 286538).
Returned 100 rounds 7.62, 75 rounds 5.56
and 16 rounds 105mm HE, Searched area and
found blood trails. SuE
1440 2 | 021420 Company I, squad patrol (YD 29453%4) received
5 rounds S/A fire from an estimated 2 VC
(YD 291'534}. Searched area, with negative
Tesults. S=F, 9th Marines
Su3
1445 2 | 011110H Company L, (YD 212545) researched area of
contact of 011110H and found T VC KIA
v/green t ghirt, black shorts, 1 USMC
helmet w/o liner, rubber sandles, cartridge
bélt wileather pouchy 10 rounds M-1 ammo,
1_US_poncho,. VC canteen w/cup and three
packageg of fishe. Material returned to
Qo S=F'y 9th Marines
G=3
1500 4 02175008 Received orders to move to the field and
agsist 1gt Battalion, 9th Marineg, who
is in heavy contact, Unit to land at
- YD 130706. S-F
1630 5 021630H Air 1ift 4o field began S-F
1835 6 021830H CP receiving enemy 105mm artillery fire. 3-F*, 9th Marines
2250 7 022244H Agsumed OPCON 1.st Battalion, 9th Marines. | S-F
2310 8 022300H | A1l units consolidated In night defense,
YD 131707, S=-F, 9th Marines
5-3
( See reterse stde for instructions) PAGE NO m
Ne? Nat” 8 fs busd ard A nd i

ENCLOSURE (3)
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
gg:gagezl)]gs-gs-ssgqrqg_gé;o EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?& Battalion, 9th Marines
Dong Ha, RVN
(Classy ; FROM ( Date and hour ) 1O (Date and bour)
assification
090001 092400H July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE TIME ACTION TAKEN
N o, o SROUP INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS ,;4__5,’:;;,” Ir:FT’Zap;
0810 1 090800H 3d Battalion, 9th Marines chopped CPCON
1=t Battalion, 9th Marines and 24 Battalio
9th Yarines unitse S~F, 9th Marines
S=3
1115 2 091100H Company K arrived Cam L0 Base 6amp. S=F, 9th MErines
5~3
1812 3 | 091800H | Company L and CP departed (YD 120688) for
Cam Lo Base Gamp. g-F
2045 4 09204 5H Assume OPCON of Cam Lo Base Camp and 24
Battalion, 9th Merines sector. S-F,. 9th Mhrines
, S-3

(See rererse side for instructions) PAGE NO

L] 1

ENCLOSURE (3)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

JOURNAL ) UNIT OR SECTION
SNSPVE'g(SEZDIzS-gS-égEZNg-gi)Sé EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?& Battalion’ 9th' F'{a'rines
Dong Ha, RVN
FROM ( Date and hour) 10 (Date and hour)
(Clasfication) 03000 032400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- g SE%A'- D‘gsofl';"f INCIDENTS MESSAGES ORDERS :[—}'::;7: ::;:;eaop;
0500 1 030500H Dong Ha Combat Base received 101 enemy
explosive shellse No shells landed in
3d Battalion, 9th Marines rear's area, S
0530 2 030530H Dong Ha Combat Base received 24 enemy
explogive ghells. No casualties or damage
in Battalion area. S-F
0735 3 | 030730H | AOQ confirmed 1 NVA KIA (YD 145748). _S-F, 9th Marines
3=3
1400 4 0313530 Company K, Z0A found 2 NVA KTA, S=F
1942 5 031935H 1st Battalion, 3d Marines linked up with
3d Battalion, 9th Marines. S-F, 9th Marines
8-3

(See recerse side for mstructions) PAGE NO ( Classtfreation)
o %. »
h r_—

7 L -
ENCLOSURE (2)
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JOURNAL ‘M/_...»:—-"““; UNIT OR SECTION
. - : 1 . .
B ol SR BESIFIED | [tattation, otn terines
Dong Ha, RVN
o FROM (Date and hour) 10 (Date and hour)
(Clastsficatron) 04000 0424008 July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE TIM ACTION TAKEN
E
N oot NO GROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ?—}x;ﬁ ;‘:;:;:aps
o712 1 040T700R Battalion began attack north with 1st
Battalion, 9th Marines. S-F, 9th Marines
8-3
0920 2 040915H Company K made contact with an established
HVA company (YD 127718). S-F, 9th Marines
S-3
0922 3 040916H Compeny L attacking on right flank of
Company K made contact., Both receiving
_S/A and 60mm mortar fire., 3dPlt, Company
K's commsnder reported KIA, Tanks attached
to Company K received 3 RPG rounds.
Returned canaster 9Omm, S-F, 9th Marines
8-3
1025 4 | 0410150 | Tank attached to Compeny L hit w/RPG round
and disabled. Tenk evacuated from the areahS-F, 9th Marines
S=3
1047 5 041045H Company K received heavy S/A fire.
Friendly KIA's = 12, WIA's - 17, 5-F, 9th Marines
S-3
1057 6 041055H Hedevac compleated §8-F, 9th Marines
5-3
1104 T 041100H Company K and L, pulled back to YD 129717.
Battalion CP under heavy artillery and
rocket attack. ) S-F, 9th Marines
8-3
1200 8 04120080 Heavy friendly air and artillery attack
began on areag of contacte Tanks fired
at targets of opportunity with 5 NVA KIA, |S-F, 9th Marines
; S-3
1640 9 | 0416%0H Company K, L, and tenks jumped off to
_sweep area of previous contact S-F, 9th Varines
5-3
1645 10 [ 047645H ng Ha Combat Base recgived eightenemy
artillery shells. No casualties or damage I‘
in Battalion rear. I o AN
o QR
1 IRl IRS &

(See reverse side for wnstructions)
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63) d Battalion, 9th Marines

SUPERSEDES 2-52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH USED q =3 ! .
UNCLASSIFIEL T .

\

Class PROM (Date and hour) 10 (Date and bour)
(Classificat
04000 - 0424000 July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
. — SER(I)AL D,g'so'ﬂ'#;\E INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ;Su_}x;u IT::Z‘;:@,
1837 11 041830H Sweep completed, Company [. Friendly KIA'g
2y WIA's 4. (one of the KTA's was Company
I co). ” S=P, 9th Marines
5=3
1838 12 0418308 5-3 assumed commend of Company I. =~~~ | S-F
2000 13 0420000 | A11 1nits in night defengive, S-F

(See reverse side for imstructions) PAGE NO
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JOURNAL o UNIT OR SECTION
y&:&gezt)]zs—gs.gi,‘{rqé-ﬁgo EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?ClEi Battalion, 9th lMarines
Dong Ha, RVN
Class FROM ( Date and bour ) 10 (Date and hour)
(Classification)
050001 052400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- o SERéAL DAGT,EOLI:;«E INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS iq\{—},\t;;p; II___,{;;:OPS
0005 1 0500050 Frag O from 9th Marines, Ref. Cperation
r CIMARRCON. Continue operations in accord-—
ance w/ref. H hour 050730, artillery
prep fire 0545 to 0630. Air prep fire
0630 to 0730, Prep area bounded by
YD 123720 = YD 146724, _ S=PF
0545 2 050545H Artillexry prep fire began S=F'
0635 3 0506 30H Air prep fire began S=F
0825 4 0508150 Company L, K, and I began attacke CO of
Company A agsumed joint command of Co, &
and Cormpany }3@ 1st Battalion, 9th Marines,.| S-F, 9th Merines
5-3
0935 5 0509192 Company L found 15 MIA's (all XIA) from
1st Battalion, 9th Marines (YD 135725).
Company L found mine field %/20 mines,
one 250 1b. and one 500 1b bomb. Set for
electrical detonation. S-Fy 9th Marines
S~3
1041 6 05103%0H Company L captured 43 82mm mortar rounds
and cleaning gear (YD 131723), ammo
destroved in place, S-F, 9th Marines
S=3
1135 7 051121H Company I captured one complete 60mm
mortar (YD 1307263, S-P, 9th Marines
S=3
1141 8 051122H Company L received 4 rounds enemy 120mm
rockets. Reported enemy rocket posgition
at YD 147734, artillery called. S-F, 9th Marines
S=%
1231 9 [ 0512258 | Company I captured T.62 LIz (YD T32725)
v/drum cannister feed and leaf sight,
Gun gent to S-2., Found grave w/one NVA
body, Found two connecting bunkers w/43
rounds 8%mm mortar ammmiton and 15 AT
mines. destroyed in place w/C=4. S'I;’ gth MaTines
S-
_1315 10 051.300H 3d Battalion, 9th Marines recovered[fl?)
bodies of 1st Battalion, 9th Marines who
vere MJIA, S-Fy, 9th Mapines
(See reterse side for instructions) PAGE NO 1 ﬁ
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JOURNAL i UNIT OR SECTION
;‘SXEMFI(:SEZJE?S_(;S-égEXNg—g??’)é EDITIONS WHICH WilL BE USED PL/?C(Ei Battalion’ 9th Ma'rines
Dong Ha, RVN
, FROM (Date and hour) TO (Date and hour)
Classtfication
(Clamfeation) 050001 052400 July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- o SI;RéAL D;gREOUQAE INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS jg\:{__s,\,a];p; ;‘__;’I';:gpj
1320 K 0513150 Compagy I captured notebook and Laotian
currency (YD 132725), meterial sent to
S=De S~F, 9th Marines
S5<3
1415 12 051410 Battalion CP received incoming enemy 120mm
rocketss S-F, 9th Marines
S=3
1509 13 0515000 Company A confirmed 3 NVA KIA's S-F, 9th Marines
S=?
1610 14 051609H Company L found two NVA KiA's, killed by
I B artillerys.. S-F, 9th Marines
S=A
161 15 051608H Company A confirmed 1 NVA KIA, S-F, 9th Marines
Qu®

rd

(See peveme e for wmstructions) PAGE O A ——.
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JOURNAL - UNIT OR SECTION
e o B 8-k EDITIONS WHICH WILL B¢ USED _3d Battalion, 9th Mbrines
Dong Ha, RVN
; ) FROM (Date and bour } TO (Date and bour)
(Classification 060001 0624001'1 July 1‘967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- — SE%“ D’gsoL'";‘E INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS ,5»1__51‘\;;;7‘ ;:z;:aps
0320 T | 060314H | CAC anbush (YD 273574) received 50 rounds
\ S/E from estimated 3 VC. Returned 200
rounds 8/A and searched area w/negative
results. 2 USMC WIA. S=F, 9th Marines
S=3
1115 2 061110H Battelion P received 4 rounds artillery. | o-F, Jtd lErines
1125 3 061115H Company I received 12 rounds artillery.. S-&, 9th Marines
S-3
1330 4 061320H Battalion CP displaced 500m north, S-¥, 9th Marines
S-3
1705 5 061T00H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines and 1st Battalio
3d Marines recgived 250 artillery and
50 rovket rounds. Dong Ha Combat Base
received 8 incoming artillery rounds, ¥No
damage or casualties in Battalion rear. | S-F, 9th Marines
S=3
1837 6 061830H 3d Battalion, 9th Marines assumed 6PCON
2d Battalion, 9th Marines. S5-F, 9th Marinesg
1915 7 061900H Company A, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines
- in heavy contaét with estimated 400 NVA, |
Artillery called, S-F, 9th Marines
\ 5-3
i
(See reierse side for instructions) PAGE NO - ‘Clama&
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
my&gg;ﬁ‘?gﬁs{g%g-ﬁgé EDITIONS WHICH WiLL BE USED ‘PLACS Battalim th Bh 1
Dong Ha, RVN
l FROM (Date and hons ) 10 (Date and hour)
dssification
(Closfianion) 070001 0724008 July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE Tl
N o, O AéROU{;\E INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS S\:_SA,;}M II::;:I;;':)QPJ
0628 1 070620H Battalion receiving enemy artillery S-P, 9th Marines
S=3
0925 2 070975H Company L received 50 rounds enemy artillelry,
reported 2 NVA KTA confirmed. Observed
NVA truck convoy (YD 130787) moving west,
artillery called S-F, 9th Marines
5-3
1108 3 0711008 Air and artillery called on NVA troops
(YD 133755) with 20 NVA KIA confirmed,.
and 50 KIA probable, S-#, 9th Marines
)
1442 4 071430 Company I captured one S/A weapon of

unknown type, sent o S-2,

S-F, 9th Marines

S=3

(See reierse side for instructions)
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
gémzcsegzs_szs-gEXNg.gﬂo EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED ijced Battalion, 9th Marines
Dong Ha, RVN
) FROM (Date and hounr ) 10 (Date and hour)
(Classfcasion) 080001 082400E July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- — SiR(IDAL oxggoﬂ'n;\s INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS .S\'I_;:zl;pc [I:['{l';:ap:
0805 1 080001H Artillery prep fire began on YD 125723, S-F, 9th Marines
S=-3
1016 2 081006H Recon team captured missing 782 gear,
CHICOM grenades, 3 Russian claymores, 5
82mm mortar rounds (YD 131723). | s-P, 9th Marines
S=?
1400 3 081400H 3d Battalion, 9th Marines ordered to
digplace gouth of the trace. S-F
1500 4 081455 Digplacement compleated, S-F, 9th Merines
S=3
1645 5 081630H 33 Battalion, 9th Marines established CP
and def. perimeter (YD 132702). S-F, 9th Marines
)
(See reverse side for wnstructions) PAGE NO e
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
ﬁﬁ:&izﬂstgs.s(gihg'gﬂb EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED P?gg Batbalion, 9th Marines
Cam Lo Base Camp, RVN
(Closi , FROM (Date and how } T0 (Date and hour)
kassification
100001 1024008 July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE ACTION TAKEN
ATE TIME
N ot NO GROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS gi_;ﬁ;fp: ;":;I;;Zap:
1105 1 101105H Convoy and security departed CP for Con
Thiena S-F
1130 2 10113%0H Convoy arrived Con Thien S-F
1400 3 1014000 Convoy and security departed Con Thien for
CP. S=F
1425 4 101425H Convoy arrived CP, S-F
1800 5 101900H Company I departed for Company size PPB,. 3-F, 9th Marines
2030 6 102030H Compatyy I reached night position. (YD 15%6 ‘4) S=F
(See reterse side for instructions) PAGE NO V7o B . —
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
g&x&gEgEqs_gs—S(ZREXNg—gggé EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED Pl%i Battallm" 9th M"a'rines
Cam Lo, RVN
(Classification) FROM ( Date and hour) 10 (Date and hour)
ssiication
110001 112400H July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE TIME ACTION TAKEN
" out NO GROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ?‘d_g‘x;?j | ;:g;;:aps
Q750 14 1107508 Road gveep began. 5=, 9th #Eriaec
080C 2 1108001 f}ouman:r L. departad awbt wosisionsg
5D 1505210, 5-F
CCon 3 110925H Road sweep completed S-F, 9th Marines
1010 4 111010H Received position report from Company I
(YD 143635), S-F
1142 5 1111420 Con Thien convoy departed CP with securiby.| S-F
1202 6 1112098 Gon _Thien convoy reached destination. | S-F
1330 T 111330H Con Thien convoy departed Con Thien, S-F
1355 8 [ 110830H | Company K CP (YD 13%617). Sassy B unit
operating with Comapny B, 2d Battalion,
23 Marines hit 2 mine. Tank being towed
10 Dong Ha. 5-F
1450 9 | 111450 | Brig.. General Metzker (ADC) visited 3d
Battalion, 9th Maraines CP. S-F
(See reverse side for wnstructions) PAGE NO _ (Classtfication
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JOURNAL .

——

UNIT OR SECTION
SNJPVEMR‘;E%]:S_(;S— égExNg-g?Lé EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?CdE Batml ioni 9th I‘qarmes
Cam Lo, RWN
FROM (Date and hour } 10 (Date and hour)
(Classification)
120001 1224008 July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE TIME ACTION TAKEN
A M
N our MO GROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ‘;L—S,LI;[J( ’I":}!I';:aps
0952 1 120952H Resupply from Company L, forwarded to
) SF
1100 2 121100H Resupply from Company K, forwarded to
Sed S-F
1315 3 | 1213160 | Norified S-4 on 175mn round. SF

( See rererse side for instructions) PAGE NO
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JOURNAL ’

UNIT OR SECTION
g&:&gsznlstggs(gi,!rqg-gﬂo EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PLACdE Battal i rines
Cam Lo, RVN
FROM (Dute and hour) TO (Date and hour)
(Classification) 1 30001 1 32400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TIME
~ our NO ‘:SROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS A;/[_-;I\di;oc ’I":":I;;{oap:
0935 T | 1308408 | KIA found, 1 anti~tank mine on left side
of Route 561 (YD 131658), blown in place
with C-4.4 S:E,__MS
1459 2 1314108 Company K squad patrol found 175mm dud
w/fuse, (YD 146608) dnd to be destrayed
in place,

(See rererse side for instructions) PAGE NO

ENCLOSURE (3)
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JOURNAL - UNIT OR SECTION
SNL?:gi(SE%]:SiGZS-égEXNg~gEL6 EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PLAEEd Batta'l ion’ 9th’ I'ga'rines
Cam Lo, RVN
FROM (Date and honr ) 10 (Date and hour)
(Classtfication ) 140001 142400H July 1967
TIME SERIAL DATE TIME ACTION TAXEN
- our NO GROUP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS :[——-‘-S‘;,\;;as "I':;;;:ops
0840 T~ [1Z0840H | Company K, K3A found at YD 133D, also
found 2 AT mines and blew in place w/C~4.
A1l totsl found 6 AT mines approximately
| 75 meters apart. S-F, 9th Marines
‘; (See reterse side for sustructions) PAGE NO P
¥

ENCLOSURE (3)

DECLASSIFIED



) DECLASSIFIED

S—— TR
JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-43 s s
SUPERSEDES 2—.’S2 ND B—)Sb EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PLA%? Battallon, 91:}1 Fﬁrmes
Cam Lo, RVH
’ FROM (Date and hou: ) 10 (Date and hour)
C ation )
(Classification 150001 15%}0H Ju]_L196"{
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TiME
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDLRS M —Maps I —Troops
w our NO GRrOUP S—=Staff I—Fie
0746 1 150800H Road sweep to Con Thien started S-¥, 9th Marines
|
1040 2 1510400 Road sweep to Con Thien completed. S-F, 9th Marines
( See reterse side for wnstructions) PAGE NO L st/ B
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JOURNAL - UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63 .
SUPERSEDES 2-:E2 AND 8—%6 EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED Pb?cdﬁ- Battallon, 9'bh Marines
Cam Lo, RVN
FROM ( Date und hour ) 10 (Date und bonr)
lassy,
(Classtfication ) 160001 1624OOH July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TIME
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS M—=Maps I'—Tragps
™ out NO GRroOuP S—Staff [—Fie
1130 1 1611300 | Company L returned to CP, Company T
2lso returned to CP. S-F, 9th lMarines
1840 2 161840H Company K returned to CP. S-F, 9th Marines

(See reterse side for instructions) PAGE NO . I 'C/amifiiﬂln I-l

ENCLOSURE (z)
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o DECLASSIFIED

JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-G5 (REV 5-63 s .
SUPERSEDES 2-5(2 AND e-)sc EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED Pég‘E Battalion, 9th Marines
Cam Lo, RVN
FROM (Date and hous ) 10 (Date and hour)
(Classtfication) 170001 1 7 2400H July 1 967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TIME
INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS M- Muaps I'~Troups
N our NO GRrOUP S Staff I—File
0608 1 170608H Received message from 9th Marines.
Operation HICKORY II terminated 161559H,.
] i an 161600H S-F'y 9th Marines
y
(See recerse side for instructions} PAGE NO . {(Classtfication)
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JOU;NAI./ UNIT OR SECTION
/SNLe:E'?l(SEZD‘:S.gs—égEXNg-gE)Sb EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?CdE Battallon’ 9th I’Tarlnes
Cam Lo, RVN
FROM ( Date and hour) 10 (Date and hour)
(Classification ) 180001 182A,00H J'O:LY 1:967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- o SER(')“ D’g‘fon";ﬁ INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS Sy__sltg;pc [I':l‘:Tl;:ap:
5545 T 182245H | Company L observed 8 to 10 people (YD 145621)
on hill to the front, 450 meter to front
of their position. 81 illumination,
fire mission 36 rounds. Secondary explosign
observed on first concentration with excelll-
ant target coverage. Will search area at
firgt light, S-F, 9th Varines
2 -

(See reterse side for instructions) PAGE NO w
et

ENCLOSUEE (3)
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63 . .
SUPERSEDES 2-5(’2 AND B-go EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED Pég Battalion, 9th Marines
Can Lo, RVN
FROM ( Date and hous ) 10 (Date and hour)
{Classefication) y
190001 192400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TIME
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS M—Maps I'—Troops
N out NO GrOUP S—Staff [ —File
2040 1 181600H 3d Battalion, 9th Marines provide convoy
reaction force on 30 minute alert while
convoy between check point 47 and Dong Ha, | S&F, 9th Marines
-
(See reterse side for mstructions) PAGE NO ( Classifrcation )
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DECLASSIFIED

Eaniaat e
JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
NAYMC 219-GS {REV 5-63) .
SUPERSEDES 2-52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH WilL BE USED . 3d Battalion, 9th Morineg =
pLACE
Cam Lo, RVN
s FROM ( Date and bour } 10 (Date and hour)
(Classification)
200001 2024000 July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TIME
INCIDENTS MEGSAGES, ORDERS M—Maps  I'—Troops
N out NO GROUP S ~Staff 1 —File
1605 1 201600H Company L in night defensive position
(YD 13%625), patrols being sent out but will
not go past YD 133633, S-F
/
-
P——

{ See rezerse side for mstructions) PAGE NO Classification )y mmy i
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ENCLOSURE (3)

DECLASSIFIED



) DECLASSIFIED

JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION
!3:&252@:595-62{§§EXN3-:§%6 EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PZ(}E Battalion, Jth Marines
Cam Lo, RVN
Classt ) FROM ( Date and bows ) 10 (Date and honr)
(Clussification
210001 212400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- - SZ%AL D'Z;TREOU,';‘E INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS ;i;;:;pc rr__FTJ:up;
2037 1 212037TH Nofidied 9th Marines of position of
33 Battalion, 9th Marineg units, _S=F', 9th Marines
2210 2 212100H Received initial gpot report from Company
I. At YD 14760% found signaling device
on trail. M.de w/ @-rations can, bambo
gtakes each side, rubber bands stretched b
between stakes with bhambo 1n middle, Vhen
triped bamboo beat on C-ration can. Set
by gilk cord stretched across road. LP
dropped back 60 meters and spotted persop |
ok N " 20 ; ¢ X 7
atate doss-not 1gn1z pnnﬂ J_@"‘l_%n spotted
to 4 persons moving to East in btree line,
Firing 81 mission (illum), People moving
to Bagt are villagers, Persons moving out
rapidly. §-F, 9th Marines
S=3
2345 3 12345H BPinal spot report, Illuminz%tion results
egati z1led k i S=Fy, 9th Marines
S=3
( See reterse side for wnstructions) PAGE NO P T R
ENCLOSURE (<)
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TR
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JOURNAL UNIT OR SECTION

NAVMC 219-GS (REV 5-63 s

sumgeoes 2-5(2 AND s-)so EDITIONS WHICH WILL BE USED PL?CS Battalion, 9th Marines

Cam Lo, RWN
FRO ( Date and bour) TO (Date and hour)
(Classification ) 220001 222400H July 1967
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL DATE TiME INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS M—Maps  I—Troops
i~ our NO GrOUP S——Slaﬂ'p e
1555 1 221500H vhile on patbol, Company I 1B point men
found trip wire across trail attached to
C ration can. Same get up as Company I
LP found last night. Also approximately
10 meters from where LP found theirs.
It yas dismenteled and brought back to CP.|
YD 146602, S-F, 9th Marines
| _S~3
(See reverse side for instructions) PAGE NO

S
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JOURNAL . .

UNIT OR SECTION
NAVMC 219-6S (REV 5-63
SUPERSEDES 2-5&2 AND 8—)56 EDITIONS WHICH WiILL BE USED 34 Battalion, 9th Merines

PLACE

Cam Lo, RVN

FROM (Date and hour ) 10 (Date and hour)

230001 2324008 July 1967

, TIME SER] ACTION TAKEN
\ AL DATE TIME
N oo NO GROUP INCIDENTS MESSAGES, ORDERS M= Maps 1= Traops

S—Staff 1 —Ide

(Classification )

1420 1 231340H Company L reported one WIA. Accedential

discharge. Vehicle evacuated to Dong Ha,
gunshot wound through right foot. S-F

2120 2 231955H Intelligence report: rated B-2, 1 VC

Battalion, 1 V€ Company and 1 guerrilla

platoon. Have with them 4 - 82mm moriars
| _and 3 - 81mm mortars (YD 165613) (YD 183643).
Called artillery mission on both targets.
16 roundg 81mm, 18 rounds 105mm migsion.
Tnobserved. S-F, 9th Msrines

2300 3 2321300 Company L, LP 3 spotted flickering light
at YD 128627, Light didn't move. Remaine
in one posgition 0T 5500, Czlled 81mm

mission. PFired 24 rounds good coverage,
light no longer in area. S-F, 9th Merines

(See reverse side for mstructions) PAGE NO
1
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® E 303 S
JOURNAL unit or scction
' d Battalion, 9th Marincs .
place
Cam L@}, RVN-
from to
) 240001 2424008 July 196T
timem_'vs;glal da‘be t1ue o on o
in  out . ZToun incidents, messages, orders action token
0200 1 240144  Company K, s ! =
ed man moving south on trail. ¥n carried
" unknown object in hand. Pired 3 rounds
| .~ HeH6 mm gnd one F=26 grenade. Searched
| __area with negative results. S-F, 9th Merines
; : S=3
i
08351 | 2 5408308 Compary L is In route from (YD 13662]) t0
H 34 Battalion, 9th Faxrines CP. SF
L
Q85QJ____;__5____~.24__845L___C0_IIEDBIW L arrived the IP, S-F

9311( A 2420455 . Company K (YD 146615) spotted 7 VG mspggtf
‘ . (YD 153617). Seemed to be moving in e

novrthly directione. ¥hen illumination
- . aPpear_ed_,_;hhey chancged direction to a

‘ " eagterly direction, were not able to deter-|
__mine gex or if the had weapons. Requested |
__and received Illumination for 1% hours,
o broke visual contact af 2150.

- - T

-t

E o

R SR

t
f
1
¥
"
B mt ansin condit 4

-

S O I

(classification)
page no, C=Onl ol T - Do = N--T ~ T fi T,
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JOURIAL =~ > am——s T
unit or scebtion
d Battalion, 9th Marines

e

place

Cam Lo, RVN
from to

250001 252400H July 1967

tlmiz__serlal aate Hime o ] 1
in . out noe groun incidents, messages, orders action teken

1215 T 25T1158 Conpany L WD 165644 ) dlscovered b female.
and 3 male woodcutters. 3 meles disappeared
in treeline,, 5 of females Bad no I.D. cardse

" Questioned and released by S-2 scoute
Pursed 3 males with negative resultse. S-F, 9th Marines

k]

2 2511508

1230 A0 (7D 163668) spotted 2 perople ducking
into treeline, looking sugpicious, after

! ; spotted the ran deeper into treeline, S

| 3 251750H . Compeny I (YD 169641) cbserved 8 VC in
. brush with weapons, and wearing large |
. packs. Cslled artillery mission and re-

quested £0. Good coverage on fargel, 2 rdsg

! . WP, 24 rounds HE, 8 KIA prcobahlea S=F, 9th Marines
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unlt or scetion
d Battalion, 9th Marincs
place
Cam Lo, RVN
from to
260001 262400H July 1967
time  jscrial ... o T
date btiue
in ‘zgaf'n0~ : groﬁm incidents, messages, orders action token

F)

1105 1 2611005 | Company I (YD 167656) digcovered 4 fighti
_holes 2x2x6, algo freghly cut wood and

bloody bandages. Sleeping ares, cooking
. sate, area uged in pagt 2 or 3 days, S-F

2 ' 261155H  Compeny I,. 3dPLt, (YD 167656) moving along
: trail from North to South, simultaniously,
: received 10-20 rounds carbing fire and
X tripped one explosive device. 4 second
' _explogive device was activated ebout 20
meters up trail. T-3 deployed and sweeping
! area. Found one explogive device, CHICOM
grenade with trip waire (destroyed in place)l.
. Medevac chopper received small armg fire
400 meters north of Company I position,
escort Huey straffing area, Will box area
~with eartillery when medevac complete, 9
; __WIA, 8 medevaced, 1 non evac, CHICOM
| grenade found at YD 167656 was compgsed of
t _large cylinder type, 5" long, 2%" wide, 10"
| .long stick screwed into base, At YD 168658
uncovered base camp under constructaon = 000
i capahle of handling platoon size unit.

. Recejved 20 rounds 60mm_ from enemy posit-
ion (YD 167659) returned counter mortar fire

. e " plug artillery missién, negative results. S-F, 9th Marines
- 5-3
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unit or scction
d Battalion, 9th Mar.ncs

place

Cam Lo, RVN

from ¢

270001 )2724093 July 1967

time

.«_._..s;ﬁial date ’t;.me - inoident 3 bion tar
: & o~ X8 inclaen Ss messageS, oroers aCcTlon o 'ien

Jn out L ST .

2045 | 1 272045H__ ' Allerted W convoys and sweep bteams of poss-—

ible ambushed and mines in YD 1265 and

. YD 13654 S-F

[ S e

2200 L2 2720108 Company I (YD 167654) received approximately
— ) 25=30 rounds incoming 60mm mortar fire from
YD 161661, Called artillery fire migsion

also returned 60mm mortar fire, 16 roundg

called HXI fires on possible mortar positions,
2 Medevac and 2 non evac. S-F, 9th Mlrinesh
+ 5-3 —
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it or scotion
d Battalion, 9th Marincs
place
Cam Lo, RVH
from to
280001 282400H July 1967
tlmfu-_serlal date tiae T .
in Lout no groun incidents, messages, orders action tcken
1045 11 281 200H Company I LID 163659) found 3 graves
i approximately 3-4 weeks old ., Found tracks
‘ (YD 162667) going Northeast, found water
hole at YD 163663, S, 9th Marines
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o unit or sccbion
d Battalion, 9th Marincs

P(];’gncxel.o, RVN

from to
290001 292400H July 1967
.‘t]_.}flhek;:scﬁlélé,l_—ééwt—{;»J;l;é T o
in }Lou'b O groun Incidents, nessages, orders action teken
0100° ' 1 | 282350H Company K received incoming mortars. | SF

0840 2 2908200 Compeny L; 3d Battalion, 2both IFArines,
_ found one 60mm mortar round (WE) dud

(YD 133655). destrgved in place. SF, 9th Marines
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3d Battalion, 9th Mar.ncs -
lace
Plam Lo, RVN
from to
300001, 302400H July 1967
tame jsorial oy yiie ’ ;
in oot O | o incidents, messages, orders action teken
—] y I ‘
0835 | 1 %00835H CG, %dMarDiv arrived 3d Battalion, 9th |
~Marines CP, S=F
0945 e 5009458 . CC deperted CF. S
;
1340 3 3013400 3d Battalion, Jth TBrifes UALTS AoW if
) : T position west of Con Thien (YD 100705). S-F, 9th Merines
1535 4, 301527H Company K received eutomatid fire \ID 190734)
* and 82 mm fire (YD 190736). Returned small
4 5 arms fire, resulted in 1 confirmed NVA
i : sniper and 3 KIA sutomatic riflemen. S-F ]
i
21121

5 30503500 Received POSITion TEPOTt Torm 37/ units:
. CP —=== YD 172677
I ===="YD T0Y0%0
1 1 -o== YD T08%
M =---- YD 103688 S-F, 9th Marines
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mit or SYOC'thn ~
3d Battalion, 9th Marincs
place
Cam I’o’ RVN
from to
_ 310001 3124008 July 1967
timem__SCﬁialz date tine .. \
in  out ° gToun incidents, resstges, orders action teken
1150 K 3711300 Bottalion block (¥ 2) found explosive
E __device in a burned out open area, trip wire
burned out. Device marked for later
5 | ' _destruction. S-F, 9th Marines
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e A" HEADQUART=RS -
3d Battalion, 9th Marines
34 Maraine Division, FIF
FPO, San Francisco, California 95602

3/B40/ bwo
3100,1
19 July 1967

From: Comuanding Officer
To: Commanding, Goneral, Third Merine Division
Vias Commandins, 0 licer, Ninth liarines

Subj: Corbet Lltor . obtron Report

Rof: (2) Maps: Vietnea 1:50,000, Series L7014, Sheets 63421, 644IV
b) Ninth Inrines Operation Order 7-67
%cﬁ Ninth invines Pragd 9-67
d) Winth ilrines Frag0 10-67

(e) Winth Ihrires Oheretion Overlay to Fragld 9-67

6/¢

1, Ccdc Name. Operction BUFFALO.

2. Date;

of Overcntioa, 02100001 ~ 14030077 July 1967.

3, Location. Do.; .72 Combot Basz (2-9 July), Cam Lo Bese Caup (9-14 July),
Quen Cow Lo District, Auang Trr Province, Republic of Vieimam.

4o Taslk Organizsiron.

e e

Sth Marines Colorel G. E. JERUS
34 Brttelion, 9th Maranes Ipjor Y. J. "IOODRING, JR.
Coupany I, 3/9 Ceptain E. H, COYLI (2 = 4 July)

Cres=t 22y N’/Q /o

Cavtain R. W, SWIGART ( 4 July)

Cantain G. D. N 'VADEL i4 - 5 July)
Centain Y. A, CONGER (5 - 14 July)
Cormany X, 3/9 Captcan J. T, GIL.LS
Company Ly, 5/9 Ceptain T. T. SIRLIY
Company Ay 1/9 Cantrin A, C. SLOTHER .
Company C, 1/9 Captein E. L. HUTCTINSON, JR.(2~4 July)

2dLt. Do M. TILIP (4 - 5 July)
Captain A. C, SIATR (5 - 14 July)

Compeny I, 2/9 Ceptain F. L. SOUTHARD
3dPlt, Coumoay Gy 3d Tanks 2dLt. L. V, ANDERSOM
Reconnoiss..ace Detacament _1stLt. 5. M. HARTYITT

5. Supvorting ‘wig.

a. Artillery,

477’”%)‘/—2‘
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and 'hiskey Batiery, lst Battalion, 12th Marines were in direct support

of this battelion. Cherlie Bettery, lst 3attelion, 40th 'rtillery, USH,
(175um), Charlic Batbery, lst 8" Howitzers, cnd Kilo Battery, 4th Battalion,
12th Marines (155:11), were in general support.

(2) Two TOT's and 41 fire missions were fired with en expenditure
of 5971 #B, %7 P, cad 1196 illumination vounds. Co L FO celled in
mission on an WVA biuck convoy ¢t YD 130787. 3cho Battery, 2d Battalion,
12th Merines fired until Chorlie Bettery, lst Battalion, 40th xiillery,
USh, took over the .iission, A& surveillance of two secondary explosions
as given, The FC Tor Co €, lst Battcolion, Ith larines celled a nisrion
on NVA troops at YD 123725, Echo Battery fired the 'ission which resulted
in a surveillance ol 75 WVA KJA's, Sever-l counter-battery wissioms
fired at YD 0€2 AT wrare controlled by Co L FO end fired by icho Battery,
ond Battalion, 1201 Marines. Several secondary explosions were observed
by the FO,

(3) The following 1s a terget list derived from missions controlled
by other units:

TROOPS LO0KYOYS ARTILLIRY L1ORTARS
121740 150788 095854 080755 125718
140715 125648 025795 082847 122578
125728 120787 09778% 001789 117682
126730 1158 0 095795 084708
128737 093823 09683/

113755 105775 098331
135718 105755 100795

110843 103793
119759 092797
095775 082781
030850 116778
023834 056834

b, Air. Durin; Oper-tion BUFFALO the 3d Bettelion, 9th Marines
received the fol'o iy ~1r supoort:

TIR3 RIQUISTD R JEIV.D
Medevac ~ Roubine 5 5
Priority 0 0
& ergency 4 4
Helo Resupply ~ Routine 11 10
Priority 2 2
Energency 4 4

) G
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Trooplift 2 2
Gunships 4 p)
Admin Iaft 1 1
TACA 32 32
Fixed Wing '8 44 42
AS 19 19
TPQ 5 (UnK)
Flaresiip 4 3
AC-4T 4 3

6. Intelligence.
a. Weathex/>stzononical Data.

(1) Temer-wure., The tempereture for the perrod 02-10 July 19587
ranged from & lov ol 7. degreas to a high of 95 degrees farenheit,

(2) Precisitetion, Yeg~tive.
(3) "ands. "nnds from the southwest at 3-5 knots.
(4) Cloud Cover. The clouds were at 10,000 feet and scattered.

(5) Visibalibtr. The visibility was excellent end haze was virtually
non-exmixtint., Dust clouds on the troce produced by helicovters presented
some problem in .L-e ,ILZ area,

(6) Lig.t Dyta. An aversge of 13 daylight hours per dey during the
operetion vas exporienced,

DAY BCT  SRISE  SSET ZRCT  MRISE  MSIT PSS LILLUM

2 0533 0623 1930 1953 0204 1458 Lasgt 30%

3 05%3 062%  19%0  195% 0241 1447 Lost 21%

4 0533 0624  19%0 1953 0321 1639 Lot 14%

5 0534 0624 1930 1953 0405 1734 Last 70

6 053/ (624 1930 1953 0455 1901 Lest 3%

7 0534 0525 1970 1953 0549 1928 Lnast m%

8 0535 0625 1930 1952 0548 2023 Wew

9 0535 0625 1930 1952 0748 2115 New zz
10 0536 0625 1929 1952 0048 2202 Yew 6%

(7) Effect on Dnemy Onerations. Weabther conditions of forded the enemy
good visibility. Lherefore, helicopters and fixed wing asircreft were essily
obgerved, and roui~g of azpproach could be observed at - great distance,
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(8) Effect on fccomplishment of Own Mission., Wenther was favorable
for air operations, particularly close fir support and helicopter overations.
Tne nights vere cle-xr and therefore night i1lluminetion from the moon or
pyrotectics was received 2t a maximum, The heat during the dey hampered
long renge patrolling end movement,

b E_@Eamo

(1) Con Thien - The Artillery/TSKC Outpost located at YD 115701 1s
the highest point in the area of operation.

(2) Treoc - The men made troce between Con Thien (YD 115701) and
G1o Lanh (YD 213732) is a clecred area spvroxius tely 500 meters wide,

(3) Road = Te north to south rosd (YD 137708) to (YD 135725) 1s
ers1ly recognized 11 the ares and is accurctely drewn on the mnap ( mang Tri,
Sheet 6442 IV, Scricg L7014).

(4) Marcot - Tye destroyed mexket avea (YD 135725) is rendomly
scattered but can e recognized easily,

co Obszrvation nd Fields of Fire, The open fields offer ercelleént
observetion and Tields of fire. Obgervotion and fields of fire from one field
to anobher 1s 1mirered by hedgevows thus liniting seid field of fire to 60
to 75 meters.

d. Cover and Concealment, Concerlment ronges from cxcellent in the thick
hedge fows t0 extre ely poor in the open fields. Conceelment 1s excellent
for smell grouns ol personnel. Lorge groups of personnel can be afforded
cover 1f deployed pronexrly. Hedge rows have old fighting holas and a few
destroyed bunters bttt srovide good cover. Many terreced rice fields have
ditches that werc dqug bto provide dr-inage and dirt for dike consgtruction,
Remniance of nones also provide cover for snipers.

e, Obstaclzs. The major obstacls for foot troops and track vehiclar
movenent wes thick hedzerows consisting of brushwood, undergrowth, Hamboo,
and =lephant gr as., Lever-the-less, troops and t-nks d1d mowe without zreat
difficulty,

f. Avenues ol '-mroach - A,y pert of the area con be cosily epprocche .
ed and there are 10 naorticular points of channelizatioa,

g. Landing Yones, IL7's are plentiful. Apy number of helicopters can
land on the trace bot cen Con Thien and Gio Linh, The open fields afford
arecs for two to Ifive helicopters.

he. 3ffect on Tne.wy Operctions. North of the trace the terrein favors the
enemy with rel- vroa to ambushes <nd fighting positions, however any massive
enemy movement could easily be seen by serial reconnnissance, 1-ter cen be
obtained from the btribut.rics of cie Ben H~i and the Ben Hei itself, also
arteflan wells co 7D 1287%8 amnd the loke at YD 141730 are excellent veter
Poinvts.
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~ M Iffect on Acoomplishment of Own Mission., Terrain is favorable for
* " L] ’ .
- major helicopter operations. Tpocked vehicles cen eocsily move, and in some

areas wheel vehicles ¢ n be used; particulerly the USHC mule. Troop move-
ment is hampered iien hedgerows produce difficulty in mainteining crntact,

Je FEnemy Si.uebion.

(1) Couwposibvion, From identificetion ccrds csptured the enemy is
believed to be ’"rou the Tth and 8th Bottalions, 90th Regiment, 324B Division
of the North Viebtrc.iese Army, One NVA prisoner interrogated 1s believed
to be from the 344 Independent B ttalion.

(2) Streng¥i and Combat Ifficiency. The 90th Regiment, 324B Division
has a strength of 2,00 personnel, The 90th Regiment's weapons consist of
82um mortars, 60.11 .1orters, T5mm RR's, 12.7 BANG!'s, LMG's, HMG's and are
believed to be recdily available from units norish of the Ben Hai, Combat
efficiency of enc.'y Torces is assumed to be excellent.

k., Znemy Activity.

(1) T™e cne y 7nd equipment. The enemy soldier was the NVA regular
with aversge heist of 5'4" and averszge weight of 120 pounds. The enemy had
brush heircuts. The enemy wore green uniforms similar o USMC. Their boots
are canvasg with rubber clented soles. A few jungle covers were discovered, bHut
the mogt predoninate covers were mede of strips of bamboo, paper, plastic and
camouflage type .10 tcrial, These covers are obviously desigaed to look like
the USMC helmet. Taiere is 2 possibility the NVA were wearing flak jackets
obtained from USIIC dead. The enemy was well equipped with web gear, all of
which wes 1n excellceat condition, This geer consisbted of cartridge belts,
aammo pouches aand (rcnade pouches,

(2) Bne.wy 'k pons. The enemy wes equi-ped with K-47's, SKS's type
55, RPD's, REG-2's, RPG-T's, S2mm morters, 60mm mortars, essorted artillery,
new ChiCom grenades, US anti-tan% mines, and Russian cleymores,

(3) oneuy Positionse The enemy dug bunkers with tops reinforced with
logs3 ™ to 6" in diaeter and 1! to 2! hard clay. Bunkers wore flush %o the
ground, Most bun.:erg wvere coanected by a trench line, Three circular
positions, 4' deen oad 8' in di~neter, were found at YD 125728, These
positions believed 40 be used as either mortar positions or AA positions., Tne
three cironlar positions were locected within bsnanna trees and were well
c.moufleged frow fround level., Over 200 12,7mm shells were found 1n one hole,

1. Captured % wons.

1 c RO | AK~47 mmemmeeme evoemm 37
SKS mrmmeme e e o7 60mm Morter Tube —-- 3
REG~T = 1 M-l Carbine ——me - 1

RPD —mmmmmmmem 8
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7., Mission. 3d Battalion, 9th Merines (~)(Reinf) effect relicf of 1st
Battalion, 9th lrrines and conducted search and destroy operations in
assigned area, to locate and capture or destroy enemy forces, supplies
and equipment.

8. Concept of oneraition. 3d Battalion, 9th Marines (-)(Reinf),
commencing H-hour on 3 July 1967, attacked north elong assigned axis,
to exploit contact devel.ped by 1st Battalion, 9th Mrrines on 2 July
1967, See reference (e).

9. Execution.

a. Upon aotification at approximately 021500 July 1967 of the
requirement to reiiforce 1st Battalion, 9th Mrrines elements in heavy
contact, Co, K 2a¢ the Coumand Group moved to helo-zone, Dong Ha for
ghuttle helolift to +t.e trace east of Con Thien at YD 130706, Co. L
folloved being lilbted from the field from vicinity YD 213536 Co. I
moved by road fro. vicinity YD 303562 to the helo~zone, Dong Ha to
complete the 1ift. 3d Battalion, 9th Marines units cormmenced 1lift
at 021630 and corpyleted same at 021900 except for 1st Platoon, Co, I
which arrived 030300, At 021830 the CP received two volleys of Incoming
105m artillery frouz wnrmown source to the north. Co. K camtacted Co. 4,
18t Battalion, 9t1 lMarines at 021930 killing one and capturing one NVA i -
soldier vho had boen wounded, Co. K returned with allCo, A persgonnel and
the POV at 022130, Co. I contacted Co. C, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines
at 022045, Durin, this period medevec's were being accomplished and
completed by 02224.,. 34 Battalion, 9th Marines was assigned OPCON of
A and C Co, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. During the course of the

A night all 34 Batt..lion, 9th Marines units continucd to recnive sporadic
incoming artilleiy and mortcr rounds, At 022300 all units were consolidated
m viewmity of YD 1351707 and night defensive fires were established,
HBI fires continucd throughout the night,

b, During 3 July all efforts w.rc concentrated on finding MIA's
from 1/9 ZOA while craiting 1/3 to link up for an attack to the north,
A4 030730 sctwxx tiloa by air in 404 to the north commeneed and secured
2t 030820, Air stvikes accounted for 1 confirmed WV' KIA and numerous
probables et YD 145748, Throughout the entire day 3/9 units continued
prcbing for 1/9 iTH s and vere constantly subjected bto sniper, RPG and
small arms fire fi a1 concealed positions. Co, K found 2 NVA KTA's at
031353, Co, L found end destroyed 1 RPG round employed as an AT mine,
During the rewainder of the afiernoon and evening all 3/9 units con-
tinued to reccive gooredic artillery and mortar fire. At 031935, 1/3
effected link-up vith 3/9, Wight defensive positions were established,

6 N
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:*‘&,}x{\) y,y"“’//c. At 040700, 3,9 ~nd 1/3 units Juamed off in t12 cttac- to the north.

/ At 070915 Co 7 .xce contcet with en 2str ated VA compeny at YD 127718,
Co L on the rishy flank of Co X, 2lso made contact with oca untmown sized
IV uart. Co I tad L received 1nco. 1ng 50me morter rounds with each unit
t2cang ¢ A £ro0  Trozuontation., Co X moved forward and esisblished
contact with t.¢ V' Corces. Co K and L were taken uwader hweevy avto-
matic, seri-guio..o tic aad H0ma mortar fire., 4t 040325 the 33 Platoon
Cormander Go &, wes illed in the fire figat. At 040945 three RPG rounds
vere fired ac L o Wnes cttached to Co X vhich were providing suppressive
firc for the evacuatron of Co X casualties., Type tanlis fi-ed at the R.G
position with ¢.nilster rounds end no more RIG's were {ired from that
position, .t 00,1015 a Co L ton't was it with an RPG round, disobled,
and cvacueted fro: the batbtle area, At 041043 Co C, 1/9 reported 11 WIik's &
from arulllerv rs*"*ewe tion, including tae Vox;@any Corixnder-~, "By
041050 all ue < &8 vere evecu. ted by Aﬂllcopt Inemy tire fron bunk-
ers and trendﬂlla s, ancluding all types of weecjons increaced and by 041045
further wovenmcat lorwverd was ceecsed rs Co XK had sustained 12 KTA's and
17 WiA's, The dcorsion wag mede &o pull Co K end L beclk 200 uctors to
the vicinity ol c:c eagt-wesi road, YD 129717, so that the ares of contact
could be seturcbed with exr¥villery and air strikes, Tnhe withdr-wl wes
accomplished by 0.1150. During this perrod 3/9 CP group was talen under
fire by rocketsead crtillerv from the west of Con Thien for & period of
35 minutes, Fro.1 041200 to 041600 heavy air and artillery strikes were
cclled in the arza of origincl contact, Tanks ettached to Co K fired on =
tergets of oprortiiby cecounting for 5 TVA KIfts, vt 041630 Co K with
2 platoons from Co I and tanks attached, jumped off in the attack to sweep
the are~ of previous contsct and to recover Merine KIA's, The sweep was
accomplished by 1830 with Co I elewvents suffering 2 KIt's and 4 WIA's
from enemy swll cras fire from the right flank.’ One_of ~the KIA'S ms,
the Compony Cot a2@nmeCel -

S

The 3/9 5-3 g - ws1gacd cowand of Co I with tae S-34 taking the responsi-
bility of the S-%, 3y 042000 21l units had returned to the wicinity of
he eest-west road cnd established night defensive positions. Night
defensive fires were registered and, cxcept for harrassing fires from NVA
artvillery, furiher coataot with cneuy forces were aegligable.

e

d. &t 0505 5 ¢ “tlllery begon prep fire on arcas YD 142720, YD 145728,
and YD 145712, A 00630 artillery ccased and air began their prep of
tac seme arca. ..§ 050730 all air prep of the arza coosed. Co
I, L, end K Jumed off at 05075, @t this time Co L and C, 1/9 were
combined—under~tae_Comanding Officer_of €6 £, Co I, rt 050825; reporbed
crossing the rocd nd uncovering 5 AT miases, -t 050856, both Companies
T and K reactked +t.c LOi., 050919 Co L rcnorted findang 15 of 1/9 Mty
helfwvay to the LOA (YD 135725). Vithin the nex’ hour Co L uncoverod a
minefield with 20 essocted wmincs, 1-250# bomb, ond 2-500# bombs all sct
for eleetrical deinotation, All ordnance was blown in plece with C-4,
At 051000 Co I sev out OP's approxiuntely 75 meters Ffrom their position,
Tegative contact wcsvltad. S-2 capturcd onc crypto anthentication table
at an 8lum posiuion.
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' %3\3 ) 510%0 Co. L capturcd 43 rounds of 82mm with a large ambunt of incre~

/nié’n‘cs and cleaning goar at YD 131723, 051121 Co, I captured a 60.m
mortar campletc urt: base plate end bipod assembly at YD 130726, At
the same tinme Co. L received s rounds 120mm rockets froa a position
4000 meterg nortwest of them. Again at 051156 # nore 120mm rockets
siere firede Co. LI reporited the enemy position at YD 147734 and called
ertillery, 051225 Co. I reported cepturing 1 T.62 light machinegun
v/bipod at YD 132725. The gun v s drum cannister fed wit: leaf sights.
Co. I drscovered five [resh shallow graves, with grove marers each
containing one body. Co. I found tvo bunkers connected with trenchline
heavily reinforced nd covered with noturcl camoflape, In the bunkers
were 43 82mm rounds attached to poles for corrying. 15 AT mines vere
uncovered, All .11acs and ordnence were blown in place with C-4. 051 300
'9'/9 had recovered -7 1/9 ITA's, Co. I sent a notebook and Laotian
currency (YD 132725,, to 3/9 CP. Coumending Officer, 9th llarine Regiment
arrived at CP at 051315 and depaxrted at 051405, 051410 3/9 P received
incamng 120mm roc:ets. Counter bettery was celled and enemy fire
ceaseds Co. & 1/9 oconfirmed 3 NVA KI? at 051500, Co. L confirmed 2
NV KIA's by artiller- @t 051607. A%t this time Co. A reported one
additional NVA KI'. All 3/9 units prepared night defensive positions.

e. 060840 Co. %, 1/9 and a unit from 33 Reconnaissance Battalion
establishied a patrol.bose at YD 125727, At 061110 3/9 CP received 4
rounds of incoming artillery. Tais artillery was countered with artillery
znd the enemy positions were silenced., Co, L recelved 12 incoming
ertillery rounds. At 061320, 3/9 CP displaced to YD 128713, During
the period 061645 ~ 061735 3/9 wnits less Co. A were subjected o a
continuous prep” oo tira fron three seperate crtillery batteries and one
rocket battery., 500 to 600 rounds mpacted in the area occupied by
the forward companies ond the Battalion CP, 150 meters to their rcar.

Co. 4 1/9 was held in its position 1200 meters to the north west
(YD 123725). #11 units prepered for 2 ground attack, Co mencing 051700
enemy movement w.s obgerved Yo the north and northiwest of 3/ 9's position.
At this time a2ll fives were being directed at tne enemy ertillery -ositions.
4,2 howitzer, 81 end 60mm mortar and tank fire was brought to bear on
the advancing eney . 4 large enemy unit of some 1400 men in approach
mrch formation vwg Observed moving fowlw € 3/J pOsitions under the
e NP w -~
artillery prep frd’i ¥ e morthvest obviously unaware of the Co. A position,
CoT T t00% the ent T flenk underfire Vith macaine gun, 1i-79, riflc and
60mm morvar fire ¢L ¢ mcnre of 150 meters. The eneuay then closed on all
sides ond remained 11 heavy contact with Co., £ until 062200, Lrtillery
wras called in to box the Co. A position and fired combinuously untail the
heavy contact ended., Froa 062200 to 0705%0 Co. & received sporatic small
arms end 60mw moriar fize. Co. I, K 2nd L brought fire to bear on the
advancing enemy 051715, The enemy unsuccessfully concentrated his effort
on destroying the bton'ts located -rath the front line compenies with RPGfs.
Ground contect 2t tas 3/9 position ended 0521%0, Sporadic smll arms and
nort~r fire w. s received throughout The Eiéh?.‘ "Flare ships, Huey gunshins
fixed vang and all cicilable artillery was brought to bear on the eneuy

ENCLOSURE ¢

“DECLASSIFIED



i
e e
~

DECLASSIFIED

throughout the engarenent, 070530 Co. & with all cosualties returned
to the 3/ 9 perimeter without serious incident. Immedictely after

Co, ! cleared the nig’ .t position, a thirty minute enemy artillery pre-
paration fell witmin their old lines. An immediate search of the
battle field in excess of fifty meters in front of Co. A's position
wes precluded due co caemy observation, sniper, mortar and pre reg-
istered artillery fire throughout the area and to urgency of moving the
Co. A casualties to v only secure L7 gouth of the Battalion CP along
the trace., The results of the nights activity were:

Frieadly ~ USMC KIA wormw~w %
USMC WIA == 21
Enemy ~  KIA Conf ~~ewww- 394

Enemy Bouinitment destroved:

60um tube ~—ewmm 1
IME e cereme 3
LEel] e e 3

9 N
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Mi‘ « 070620, Erauy artillery started and lasted for approximately
20 ninutcs. Lt 070730 Co. A and recommcissance unit returned to 3/9 CP,
"t 070915 Co., L ronorted receiving 50 rounds enemy artillexry, Co. L
FO spotted 2 WA XIL confirmed., Co. L reported 4 1o 's, 071030 Co, L
observed an NVA trud: convoy (YD 130787) moving east to west, 071100
Co. L and A0 spo.ted truck convoy end NV troops in masses, 105mm
artillery wves colled in boxing in the convey, At this point 175ma
artillery was called along with TP7 10's to cover YD 133755, Artillery
lifted and air stwikes and Huey gunships were called in. Results vere
20 NVA confirmed cnd 50 probable, Lrtillery continued to fire after
air had departed. This fire migsion lasted until 071915, Co. I
captured an unidentified barrell and receiver group., All gear was
turned over to S~2 for identification, 3/9 units prepared night defense
positions.

g. 080800 axtillery prep fire were called in on area of planned
activities in V¢ vieinity of YD 125723, 081040 Co, I and L wnits
reached the arca were Co. A, 1/9 and reconnisssance uwaits had been en—
geged 1n heavy cantact on the preceeding dey. 3/9 cstablished a two
compeny perimeter (YD 125724), A1l USMC gear was recovered and NVA
packs and booby btrans were uncovered by S-2 scouts. Two reconnaigsance
teams departed the perimeter to conduct reconnaissence mission in the
area, One pith "helaoct, assorted NVA 782 gear, and several CHICOM
grenades vere captured by team two., Tecm one returned with three
Russian clayiorcs, 5-82um rounds, and 3 boxes of 82mn igniters from
YD 131723, NVA ge.r eaptur-d includes:

- gKS

CHICOL: blagting cap

CHICOLI booby trap

82m rounds

NVA rence card

Russi~ eloymores

Box civilicn clothing (Female type)
100 pound bo.b

!

It 1

N
AN et ] a3
I

I

081300 all units wore ordered to retun
to the CP. All digplacements were completed by 081345, 211 3/’9 units

were orderedﬂ ro digplace to gouthern side of trace, The move was com~
pleted at 087655, 081630 3/9 CP was established at YD 132701, All
units consolidated ond formed a defensive perimeter,

h, 090800 3/9 chopped OPCON of 1/9 and 2/9 units and begen move to
Cam Lo Opercting Base., 091100 Co, X reached Cam Lo, Co., L and the
Commend Group then nrocceded to pick up point YD 120688, 091800 units
departed pick u» noint and procecded to nov CP area, 3/9 relieved 2/9
of their TAOR cnd proceedod to establish the CF ~nd night defensive
positions, . . .

DECLASSIFIED



~ DECLASSIFIED

3 wm\‘i(‘\ug \@ff \él ® "

Cos I chopped O0ZCOIT %o 2/9 for night and returmed %o 5/9 upon arrival
at Cam Lo, 101500,

i. During poriod 10 July to 140900 July o1l 3/9 units occupied and
defended ertillory units positions in tae Cam Lo area (YD 141614),
conducted Caw Lo - Con Thien road sccurity and Car Lo bridge security,

10. Results. -

ae Friendly Casualties: USMC KIA memm e 16
USMC WIA =mmmemee 97

b, Friendly Equipment Losses: None

ce Enemy Comweltics: KI COP wmeemsmimmm 481
KLY PROB wremwoerc w200
POV (WIA) wmmemmmem 1

d. Enemy Ecuipnent Losscs: E1y e 1
SKSlg memmmmmc e 27
REG~T =mmmmomm s 1
RPD's 8
BR~4T ommmmmmmenm 37
60ma Mortar Tubes =

3
M-1 Carbine ==m—e-= 1
Russian Claymores - 3
6£0mm Mortar rounds 49
AT mnes L e D) 20

5

P Mines ——emeeeeae—
82mm Moritar rounds 43
CIIICOMN Gronades ~--- 1n excess of B0
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e 11, Gomanaders Analysis.

a. Initizlly, this ba.talion received the mission of reinforcing

Co's A, By, C; end elements of To D, 1/9 engaged in heavy contact in the
vicinity o7 tie MMarket" (YD 1372) north of the troce running from Colk
Thien to Gio Linh, 3/9 was instructed to assume operetional control of
all unibts oa tae battlefield upon link-up. In view of the fact that
this contact 1rd started more than four hours prior the time 3/9 re-
ceived 1ts .1ssion, the Commending Officer with a ten man command group
elected to 1.nd wvith the essault compeny by helicopter., Themy mortars
and artiller in the LZ herrassed but did not slow the landing. 3By
using the btroce as an LYy suceeding wav:s were lendad 500 to 1,000 meters
laterally froa the initial touch down. Sporadic smell arms and G fire
wag delive.ed upon the Marines as they crossed the trece. Satisfectory
communica ¢ions were esgtablished within 15 minutes. 5/9 assumed OpCon
of 1/9 uniss &" this tiwe. A link~up with +the clements of Co D and
tenks was cfleccted wathin 15 minutes. 1/9 casuclties were shifted to
a gafe arec ond evacustions stafbed. Co X moved to lin% with Co A and
found Co A 11 @ 350 degree defensive perimeter with modersate to he vy
contact, e were roceiving small arms, mortsr and artillery fire.
The enemy "¢ wes neutrolized and Co W wag assisted in movang the
casualties vo the LZ for evocustion, Co I linked with Co C and the
reraining 1 of Co B and the wounded were evscuated, The XIA of Co B
wvere not recovered at this time, Co B and D nersonnel were moved to
Con Thien t:.% cvening. Co A and C were consolid~ted witwun tne 3/9
positiong. 4

b. Durin; the following three dsys enemy contect veried from
light to veryr hecvy s the ¢rea was being sesrched for 1T!'s from Co B,
1/9. The ¢ e,y had all areas of previous contsct registersd with
artillery .nad woxrtar fire,

ce Trroughout the eieht d-ys 3/9 was 1n the field during Operztion
BUFP'LO d.1ly contact was esteblished by ench unit of the battalion,
On 4 July, v.ile on the move with 2 companies abreast, a sizeable escmy
force in defcisive pogitions was encounte ed. ‘gain contact was at
extremely closc ronge and the enemy astempted to encircle the flank of
the ettackin; wart, e used the seme b sic toctic when the 3/9 defensive
positions vere attacked during the period of 6-7 July.

de Afbor personclly viewing the betilefield and the disposition
of the fricadI XTI 's and the” enenmy bodies found, the following
conclusions “rore drawns

(1) Co A was well d-gposed and 1n 2 tacticel position to engrge —
the es ey ab 21l times., Shortly after Co B wes attacked by the I
foroe Co A bee e engagsd end, 2lthough well disposed suffer:d cesualties
to the exwent btiey were uncble to fight and move sumltencously. However,
Co A wes su1ll in . good defensive position, still fighting and had in-
inflicted hecvy casualties upon the enemy when link-up was accomplished,
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(2) The othcr routc of rdvance wg ~long a troil running generally
south to norta from the trace to the 'larket" on an old cart road 8 to
12 feet wide., In meny arees the trall is cut and worn three to four
feet belor ground level, Practically the entire trail 1s bordered on
both sides by o bamboo and thorn bush hedge which is virtuslly impessible
to foot troons except for cuts and breaks in the hedge at irrcgular
intervals. It appears as though thc®; was in a colum elong the trail
stretched fro 500 meters north of the trace to the vicinity of the
"Market! 1hen they were engaged by the enemy. Practically all of the
Co. B KL 's recovered were 1n the trail. The few not physically in
the treil tewe within 15 meters of the trzil, :fter engaging the Co.y
wich small ax.g, the enemy utilized grenades and preregistered mortar
fire, Most iorines in the trail could not get out except through the
few openings i1 the hedge row which werc obviously covered by fire.
From the aish auiber of smell craters made by grenades it appearcd as
though the evy pinned the Ce,down 1n the trail and lobbe! grenadesg over
the hedge xcw.

es Twe VA forces anpear %o be fully awarc of the Mrrine tra-
dition to re.:ove cll wounded amd dead from the battle field. Evacuation
efforts vrera covered by cnemy artillery, mortar end smell 2rms fire.
Further if our aid stetion or L/ could be located they were subjected
to heavy arcillery firs.

fo IBEne.yr tactics from nrevious contact in the operating area
vere reaffirnzd during Operation BUFFALO, It is apperent thet the Mv»
desires to “cib wntil conditions are to his advantage before initiating
action, T ¢ "ave oonsiantly shovwed a reluctance to engsge major units
that sre t-corerlly disposed with a good front and solid flank security.
Jowever by asiaz the tactics of oxtreme close initial contact coupled
wkth hig de.oastreted ability to ropirdly menuevery he will strike any
unit regardless of size deployed in a columm or linear formetion
locking dent. or flank secuxrity.

&. Due bo the fact thet the entire area north of the trece from
Con Thien ot gt elmost to Gio Linh is 2 series of trenchcs, fighting
holes and hedserous effording excellent cover and concealment, umits
on the wove -~ogt likely vill not observe enemy forces prior to @
meeting eng.e.ent or, if the uwnit does not hrve proper security end
the ability o rapidly manuever, and ambush,

h, TIove. ent throughout the ares of operation in cll tactical
formations is ogssible, Suc™ movement is not eagy and is slow but
can be accornlighed, “hen entering extremely heavy brush over a large
area units cal still move deployed in 3 parallel colums. This affords
security to We flenks and permits further maneuvor in the event of
enemy conteci.
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i. Thigs Dattalion encountered no evidence of the N7- using
gas or wveering lirine flak jackets 2nd helmets, In feot the Co. B
1/9 KIA's zccovered after 3 d ys on the bettle field stall had their
mdividuwl eruisment less some weanons, most of which were cvecuated
with the romded on 2 July.

jo In order to maintain coantrol and keep aware ofthe tacticel
situation in this close ~uwarter combat, the command group rem-ined
no more thon 150 meters from the lead companies. This has some dis-
adventages i1 thet the command group is subjected to small arms fire
that passes through the brush and morters and artillery that cre fired
long at the lead compenies. However, if the commander is ever to use
an OP or personally observe and influence the action when his units
are 1n cont ct it is imperabtive thet he be near his lead unit.

k, Duc bto eavy BI's, TPQ's and the leck of water in the srea
around the “irrket,! it appears s though the enemy only moves into
this erze vvca he has a mission, However adecuate weter and harbor
gites ere o .oilable in vicinity of GS YD 1373 "nd in the DMZ.

1., T™o VYerrain in the area of contact consisted of terraced
farming squares bordered bv hedgerows with fighting holes and tronches
in each hed,e row. Most of the trenches apnenar to have been dug as
a part of b.e overrall agriculturl project years 2go. Trenches on
either si1de o tae bamboo line prevents the bamboo from spresding
throughout e field., The squarzss eppear to have been made dependent
upon the slo ¢ of the ground., Each squerc is bordered by a hedge row
to prevent crrosion and a drop or rise depending wron the ground level
of the next lot., This ares hes not been fermed in some years, Con-
sequently Ve ferm plots are over growm with gress, brush and bansna
trees,

n, . vidge line extends from "Market"wcoterly for almost 3500
meters, Thig ridge affords excellent long range obscrvetion south to
Con Thien, Dong, Ha and much of the tevrain in between., It c¢lso #ffords
observatrion north up to a renge of 14000 meterg. liovement out ol the
DMZ south bto e veverse slope of this ridge 1s possible without being
obssrved £-20: Con Thien. This ridge complex is critical both t0 the
enemy «nd {rieadly uwnits. The easist approach from the south to the
ridge couplex is alomg the high ground running northeast for 2000 meters
from Con T:icn end cast along the ridge complex itsclf, lovement
from the ecst is under observetion from the ridge in the vicinity of
the "Market. Movement from the trace north toweards the "Market is
under enc.y ovservation,

12. Recouiendationg.

. ———

a. That operctions conducted 1n the BUFFALO operation area be of

battalicn s1-e at a minumm regrrdleas of previons =neny sightings and
contacts.
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A Battalion of 4 companies reinforced with tracked wvehicles cen conduct
operations including reconnaissence in force in this arca. St the sane
time in She cvest of a major encounten a unit of this size ¢ n remalin
self supmovting in heavy ocontack for two or three deys until necessary
reinforceeats oould be employed.

Ve Thet the tecticel formation affording the required security
during movc..ont be no less then threz perallel columms sepereted by
2pproxias tely [ilty mebters,

Co Tnet cxtonsive use of ertillery and air be employed in ell
sugpcected crels nrior to centry with ground forces. If supnorting aras
arc not availeble et the time desired; delay movenment,

ds Taet trocked vehacles including Ontos end L™T's be utilized
xtensively vcon operoting in this area in a generel support role, The
RPG hrs been found to be relatively inaccurate at ranges greater than
150 meters. By crreful employrient of infentry forceg the cffects of
the RG oo be ndnimized. The tanks supporting 3/9 wore fired at daily

with RPG's end only one was hat. That tent left the bettlefield under
1%'s own =orer,

1 A

/i : ¢
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- b e ‘
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34 Batt~lion, 9th Marines
33 Merine Division (Reinf) FIF A
FPO, San Francisco, Celifornia 96602

3/BWC/bwe -
- ) o . 3100.1
LTI T 20 July 1967, ..

Froms Comm-ndin, O"ficer
Tos Commandin;, General, Third Marine Dj.v1s:.on
Vias  Commeading, Ol7icer, Nlnth Merlnes i

- -
Tt g [ < .

Suby: Combat if bow ct:o*'z Report i . .

:
J 1 \ - + - - \-,

Ref: (a; Maps: Vaictnam 1 50,000, Serics L7014, Sizets 65421, 64/!2IV

b) FWinth I rines Operstion Order 11-67.7 - . Q
c) Ninth If -ines Fragl 1-67 to Orpera‘clon Order 11..67 to %oratlon )
HICXORY II. *
(d) Ninta l2rizes Frog0 2-67 to Opg,rntlon Order 11-67 to Opﬁratlon
" 9ICKORY II.
(e) Ninth io1aes Operation Omrl v for Operation HICKORY-II. °
1. Code Wame, Ove¢cion TICKORY II. 2T e §
2. Dates of Opevcticas 1409001 Jul}-1957 — 1615598 Jyly L9657 - = <
3. Loc. tion. Mura C-u Lo District,; Juang Trl*Provincg, Republic of Vietnan, B
RN ‘ L0 o L. - - - + by
4. Tesk Organiza 5iomn. . L - . . %
~<
Hanth Marines , Colonel G. E, JZRUE, - . H
4 i - f i [N AR o oL - :’Q b h - b ~ -
3d B Batta_J._J._qn, Oth Marineg | Magor w. Js IfIOQJ)RI]\TG, JR..
Company I, 3/9 - —r k‘ . Captam W, A, CONGMJR - ' ’- , <.
Comeny K, 3/9° 7 -0 - Cantain R, L. CLOSE ; .
Compzny L, 3/9 Capt.in T. T, SIIRLIY ‘
9th Mar:w.eﬂ Scout Snlper Teom . . S3%t. R. E. SIITH -
S MQ&’Q&%&‘.@%H e Tyean RS

- - e
. e ~ N
I o’ A FURVEEN PR

8. g_gc_lgle;‘; . lhagkey Batteryy 2nd’ Ba’c‘ballon, 12th Marlnes was in i
direct sup ort of t.is wattelion from 14 -July to 16 July 1967. The oattery
fired 13 maissions for the FO's for India’ tnd Lima Companies, “These wissioas
included 7 on likily creny positions snd venues of aporoach to the flanks
and 6 defensive rc/rstretions. 25 H&I's per aight were fired ‘on tcmgets
deraivad frow the beivi~lion S-2 and tergets sugﬂeen,ed {.)J J{;he FOlg, . Negetaive
survelllence was.iven on a1l T.IloSlOl’lSo : -

\ -
RN ), - - -

b. _”‘11'. “One 10 mas utilized for a visual reconaaissance during this
operation.

-

L2 2’7/?/—79/
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a, ‘Weather.-

(1) Tempercturs, The tewpercture averoge for the period 140900 -
161559 was # high of 94 degrees fahrenhelt and a low of 69 degrees
fehrenheit, The relabive humidity was 80 %. -

(2) Precinitation. The precipitatlon for this period consisted
of very light spriidles, but no heavy messurable amounts were recorded,

(3) wlnds. The winds were variable at a speed of 6-15 knots,
(4) Cloud Coverage. The clouds were scettered at a height of .
10,000 feet, Duwing the periods of 1light precipitotion, the clouds were

st111 of considera®le height and scattered.

(5) Visibilily. The visibility averaged 15 miles, and, fog ~nd haze
were virtuelly non-ex:stont. -

(6) Light Data.

DAY 3ICT SRIsSE 88T  AuCT MRISS - IMSST  PH'SE  LUNAR TLL "
14 0504 0627  1929. 1952 1238 0006 First 42%  _ .

15 0604 0527 1929 1951 1336 0045 Farst 54%

16 0504 0527 1928 1951 1434 0127 Farst 6 5%

17 0604 0627 1928 1951 1535 0213 First 76%

An average of 13 hours ol daylight was present during the operation.

(7) Effect on Tnewy Overations. ieather conditions aflorded the
enemy cood visibilaty over HLZ's and routes of approach., The luner
11luminetion afforzded the enemy enough visibility for extensive night
movewent.

<

I A

: . .

(8) Affect ofl Acconplishment of Own Mission, ‘eether was favorable
for air opercitiong, >orbicularly close air support and helicopter operations,
The nights were g~uev 11y clear, and therefore, luna’ 1lluminetion and pyro-
tectics could be ubilized $a o meXimum,. The heat hampered long range

pe brolling during (12 ald-day, bub esrlynorming and late afternoons
¢fford2d more co.1Toxzt-ble temperstures for uovenent.

b. Terrain, PR

ki

(1) Cflblccl Terrein Feo bures., The SONg Cam Lo runs froa west to
ecst 1n the gener-l vicinity YD 1259 to YD 1760, south of thls particular
TAOR, .
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(2) MSR., This J.osd, 'bnc, 121N supply route; .extends from Can Lo to-
~  Con Tien., The rood is cleared approximetely. 200 _meters on each side, o
and thls feL ’cu:ce ¢ ~ c-sgily oe s2en from arez of operatlon.
(3) 7ill 30 cad 3L,.- -These 2 hills, located- v1c1n1ty YD 1461 end 1561
resneotfully, a:ce the locL tion of USMC 1ns‘t«’]latlons. - ‘ ‘ =

£
#
k)

e "

(4) 0bserva’c101 and 1eld~; of Pire, The vegetﬂtlon ranged from short
grasses' in dry ricc :addies to brushwood with a height. of 8 feet,~ The
dry rice paddxes al"orded relatively good observation and fields of fire, .
Tye brushwood cfloxded cpnroximetely:10 meters of observation and réstricted
f1elds of fire, tT - Coz oL L

(5) Concealmeat cad Cover, Conceslment renges from poor in the rice
peddy arezssto sood in the brushwood. aress. The low rolling hills ond.rige .,
peddy dikes afford Jeir. cover from-ground fire, hut the, cover is poor |
for mortar end cr’s"lory flre. )

~r ) - - N

(6) Obstacles. il jor obs’cucles to i‘oot end track vehicles are the-
brushwood areas nd 'tiick vegetation s2long stresm beds, Movemeat ol troops
is possible but gecrally very difficult, The stream beds arc either dry

or have very little weter, however, the steep bonks of the streaw heds

constitute a ma-o:r obgiscle to treck ehicles. cor
(7)f Aveifiues 0 nrocceh, ny part ol the erea cen be epwroached from

any directione.. The teak treils in the erea affords easy and rapid move-

ment, - v . v . 3

LN

o - -~ ' 4 -

(8). Lending .'ones.' The HLZ's are hot plentiful snd multi-landing in
a small.cres- 1scnov probeble, The terrain affords rendouly locatedi™ L7 !s
- which could be uged '"or resupply and nedevac purposes. The MSR affords !

unlimited HL7Z's [or any operations. -°

(9) Lffect oa Theay Operations, . Siall.groups of eneny personmel conld ©
move 1aith little dirTlculty without being observed, Large units would not
have adequate conce luent and cover for massive moverent without detection
during daylight hours. ) '

,
[3

g

(10) Bffect on  ccorplishuent of Own ission. Terrsin 1s favorable
for blocking forces. 1 ter is aveilable from stream (YD 123626) south to
the Sung Cem Lo. Lawge scele helicopter operetions con be condudted from-
the ISR Foot and ur-ck wehicles c¢sn move but vith some di’ficulty,

et s

Cs  Enemy Situe bion, ; )

(1) Composition. Tie suspected encmy in our zroa of operation wes
repo~ted by agents ..ad no phys-cal contact or sighting wes mede. ‘n ageat
reported 1 TC nein Corce battelion (unknowm name) apoecred at YD 165635.
They later movad to YD 167545 and YD 172643 to dig foxholes,

P

e ; ,
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: Another report st.ted one VO main force commeny epoe.red at YD 122!0!3

and moved to about YD 156644 for rests " The coupeny then mowed to Y:D~r147645
- and diseppeered. Doth reports had an F-6 reting, . L \-}

: -
~ s ! H

(2) Strength. Iro. agent re')or‘bs the VC mein Force bau‘callon 1s
completely ‘crmed il uvecvons. (The troops rere- egring. light blue U.n]&\f?l‘ﬂls
and some wonen were wnth the betbtalions ~The VC main force company w:s -
armed w:Lth 82rma ~oJ:"1*s, mechine suns, B."R's and individual weipons. Y

. . R -~
' ¢ A . . ,1..,

(3) Snewy ’>o SLVLGT . T’lere h-~ve becnsregports of AP and AT mines 1n,,‘bpe
area. AP ianes hove boen reported taloag the strecws located from ¥D f155676
to YD 188675 and Iroa YD 15565‘7 to YD 164666, Conmend detonated,claymores
have clgo bzen re~o—ced 1n the arec, 9 'T uwines were discoverad akong the
MSR in grid squerc YD 1365.

3

- A
P - AT

“ - . 1

7o >Mission. :3d 3ci.ilion, 9th Marines continue defense of C 1f LO aad
egteblish ainirmui ol two company sized blocks.to support scheme of maneuver,
ge Concept of Onorciion. 3d Bottalion, Ith liarines esteblish blocks with
tuo cospan1es, one to ecch side of Route #561, in the vicinaty.of the 625
Sest-lest grid line; coodinate block esteblished by two Cam Lo RF companies
1n vierxnity YD 1060

9. Hxecution. o
a. Prior to I-_our on 14 Jyly 1967, Co I znd.L deperted Cem Lo perimeter

to estoblish blocliny, positions a proxim-tely 1000 meters to the north,
1t 0845, Co L w g 11 oneir blocring position with their flanks cxtending.
frow YD 135625 to YD 1.4625, t 1045, Co I reported their bloczang Losm“oa
esteblished fron YD 124625 to YD 128626, "t 1130 two loczl Rezional Forces
from Com Lo Distrrces zenorted their blocking posi trons esteblished from
YD 105602 to YD 113060C.. Lt 1200 the RT unit spotted 7 W at YD 125604 cnd
fired soll arns exd 502 morter {irve with, aegetive results. Wo  further
contact tarouzghout te doy or night. The RF unit was relieved nightly an
1800 by CAC-l rcia~orced with 2 squad from Co I and a sniper team.

. be On 15 Jylv 1967 all 3d Bat.aliony, 9th larires units remained in
their geme bloclziag, positions of 14 July, =n? no cneuy contact develoned.
RF companies resw:ed Jreir block at 150400,

o

¢. Blocking osrt.ions for 3d Batitalion,; 9th lMerines unrts were withdrawn
by 151125 Jyly 1957 -~th negetive enemy contoct throughout the operction, ?
Operction, 1ICKORY IT teronanated at 15155910 Jyly 1967, . ;
7
10, Results. '

a. Friendly Cogw ltiess XNpgne

N

b. Friendly Jquindaent Losses: gne

cs Ineny Casuclties: WNgne.

. 4 ]
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d. Ineay Equioent Losses: Ngnc. ~
e, Iney We pons Losses: SIS ~ Type 56 mecmemenn 1

11, Administrative Iriters. None were encountered during this operation .

12, BSpecicl Bguin 0% ind Techniques. Nome,

13+ Commenders Analysis. None,

—ca

14. BRecommenda tiong. Ilone.

N 1

4"
i }
;

‘ VR

i . Al . 2 -
V. 3. "OODRING, JR. T

ENCLOSURE (5)
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] HEADQUARTERS v Op feSiTZSQFS&C O./;@/é S '16
' 3& Battalion, \9th Marines =~ =~ —— _ ~

3d Merine Division, (Reinf) FPMP Oth Yoz Rogh
) : ¥n .
¥PO, San PFraneisco, (:al:.fomh 602 Controio. _é7
) 1 /Buc/ epy No. il _

2100,1
14 Jul 1967

W

Prom: Conaanding Officer ¢ ’
Tos Cormand ing General, Third MarineiDivision
Via- Crmuonding Officer, Ninth Marines

1

Subjs Jontat After Lction Report

Ref': ( Y “aps:  Victnam 1:50,000, Series L7014, Sheets 6342T, 64421V

a) [2Y]
*} S_.avh I:zrines Operetion Oxder 1-67 iy
. Ninth Izrines Operation Order T-67 -
€ 5 Ninth 1 =wmnes Frag0 1-67 for Operation CTIT RRON
(e) Mymth 1 rines I'mep0 3-67 for Operation GINARRON
(f) Finth i ries Tragd 7-67 for Operation CIMARRON
%g) Third Bettalion, Ninth Marines FragO 1-67 for Operation CIMARRON
h) Third Battalion, Ninth Marines FragO 2-67 for Operation CIIRRRON ; Q
éa "hird Battalion, Ninth Marines Combat sfter fction Report dtd 1JuléT >
3) Thawd 3. thalion, Ninth Marines Combat After Action Report dtd 6JunbT %@
N
1. Code Vame. Oneration CIIRRON o
~r
2. Tales Of Operation. 010001 JunéT - 021000 Julé7. Y
e {_J’.‘_Q'?_E__Qno Dono ‘2 Combat Bese, Quan Cam Lo Distriet, Quan Gio Linh §
Doy .oy, Yuang To.l Province, Republic of Vietnams J%
! o
.4“ for_0rgnnize lion. | N2
1 AT nes Colonel G. E. JERUE
;0 n2beationg, 9%h Merines Major 7. J. WOODRING, JR.
Compy T 3/9 ’ Ca~tain E. U. COYIE
Coupany K, 3/9 Captain J, E. GILES
Compeny L, 3/9 o Captain T, T. SHIRLEY
~
Company M, 3/9 Captain G. D. ¥'V*DEL o
Captain R. B, JOINSTON ,’;]
! 1
Company D, 1/9 Captain R, J. SASEK A
Captain G. D. N*VADEL ¢
~
. . . 3
- -3
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W‘d Tanks . 1stht, J. B, BROCK

33P1t, Co C, 3d Engineers . 1stLt, W. L. HOGUE

5. Supporting ?ims.

a,» Artillery. During the perfed of Operation CIIARRON, an average
off 29 H.I fires ner night and ¥ rounds pep mission were fired in support
of Third Battalion, ¥inth Mirines. 14,000 rounds of HE, 132 rournds of
WP, and 24 rounds of illumination were fired in direct support of this
battalion,

be fir Suppor®. During Operation CIMRRON, air support wes requested
for direct suppdrt of this battalion. Of the 72 missions requested, 78
were received providing this battalion with excellent air support. 4
detailed breakdon by type of aircraft is ag follows:

TYPE REJUBSTED RECEIVED - .

Helo Trooplift 2 1
Medevac - Routine 5 b

Priorify T 7

Emergency i T
TACA (A0) 13 13
Re supply 28 28
Helo Recon . 2 2
MS 4 4

CAS 14 11

6, Intelligence.

2. See reference (i),

bs Terrain. Terrain is of two different areas. The terrein noxth
of the Cam Lo River and that-.ares near the DMZ is characterized by plains
lcading to low mowtains with elevations ranging from 50 to 300 meters
with the exception of’ Dong Ha Mountain which is the commanding terrain
feature at YD 0195935, The hills become increzsingly rugged toward tte
vest with short rldges randomly. orientated in an easterly direction.
The most prevelant vegetation in this aree is dense undergrow ' forest,
rarticularly along the larger stream valleys., Brushwood is interspersed
2etieen the forests. This undergrowth is passable with diffioulty by
foot troops and ipossable by conventional vehicles except along trails
and roads. Tanks cen slowly cleer paths through the sh2llow root
vegetation z.n tie rolling nlains,

2 socraniy,

e % . ;f
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T™e bruchwood arecs oonsist of moderate growth and does not exceed 3
meters in heigth., In the terrain south of Dong Ha the plains are low
+~oll1mg with elevation betwecen 10 and 58 meters. The vegetation is
pw:dsminantly brusiood averaging in heigth of four feet, Vegetetion
aiong *ne gtreams is perticularly dense with a heigth of 4 meters.

¢ Sfgpjficant Bvents. During the period 1-7 June this battalion

remaincd in the Oparcition HICKLRY 1 area, See reference (J)- 1 June
contact weg mede viih 2a estimated reinforced company in the vicinity
of 1111 94 {TD 089652), The echemy was well covered in bunkers and concealed
1n brusiwood and 1we2vy undergrowth, The enemy was in a security position
for Hill 94, Their defenses were disposed to cover the corridor running
from north to sout:. The position was rcduced by attacking through
heavy brush from ecst to west. During the period 1%-20 June 1967, a
gsearch aad destror wission was conducted, north of Con Thien. See
reference (a)c In excess of 500 bunker complexes were detected and

. destroyed. Positions vere predominately covered bunkers, bx4x4 feet
with three leyers of logs eand packed dirt for the top., The majority
of these bunkers were in some military tactical position, either 360's,
180'sy or "L" shapnod. Mony of these bunkers were comnected by trenches
and mortar positions were wathin the trenches. £1l mortar positions
were directed towr:d Con Thien. On 28 June 1967 the 34 Battalion, 9th
Marines conducted ¢ search and destroy operation in comnection with 24
ARVN Regiment and ¥Harec RF compenies from Quang Tri Province in the area
eest of Route 741 botreen Dong He and Quang Tril with negligable contact.
A ¥C rice catche in excess of 5 tons was captured.

7. Mission. See references (b) through (h).

8. Concept of Opo-etion. 3d Battalion, 9th Marines (~)(Reinf) conducted
deliberate se-reh cnd destroy operations in assigned operating areas to
locate end capture and destroy enemy forces, supplies and equipment,

. See roferences (b) Lrrough (h).

9, Execution, During the period 1+9 June 1967, this battalion con-
tinued in the defease of Camp Jo Jo CARROLL and the CUA VALLEY arca
(YD 095515), Bushoses was placed on aggressive patrolling within the
regpective comp-ny sectors to counter and minimize enemy activity in
these arees, The bottalion-established outposts and ambushes through-
out the agsigned TAQOR.

On 10 June 1947, this battalion completed the move into Dong Ha
Combat Bage and s assigned the basic mission of base reaction force
a1d Sperrov Hawk, Tae battelion CP area was established at (YD 241592).
Cac cowpany was chopned Oncon to the 12th Marines for the defense of
C3o0 Linh,

Trom 17 Juwme, 13~20 June and 28 June, the battalion participated
sn seirch and dasiroy operations in conjunction with Operation CIMIRRON

20 the {(uen Cam Lo District and Juan Gio Linh District, Quang Tri
Frovince- RV,
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10, DBosulis,

3 raondly Cesualties: TUSMC KTA wme--- 16
TRC T —mrmem - 122
o. ‘'.endly lguipucnt Losses: None. =
~
c ot lesahioce, Ve (Tonf) eemeeme - AN
2 Lo selin ot Logsese TMG - TTaeld Mouried - eme meeeo g
TML + e e aoeoanen cmimin i S o D
53 PYPE G6 mmmmmmmmmmm e ¢
I A7 2 e e e <o )
i Mol Cart 10 commmmmmimns oo mems mwom vnsim |
Ret-2 Backet Roundg =mc= mwe—=—-- 15
TPl LA AT erormm o o 1
a2 hrtar Rounds =e—m——————- - 19
ZLnm U 20ouUnds m—ee oo e -3 ‘
7.62:u Roundg -- In excess ¢f 70.000 rounds
Gugsian Claymores —~———=—==——— - -7
Minege AT wmmew—- e m———————— 2

~

CHICOM Grenades =—w———=ma-m—ee-- In excess of
100

Assorted 782 Gear mm~mm—m—wran-

e. IEneny bunters destroyed: In excess of 600,

11. Administrative latters. No difficulties were encountered during
Doeration CIMARROW,

12, fpec:ral Eguinment and Techniques. None,

Y

1%, (Comranders Analysis. See reference (i), ‘

14. Pecoumendationg. See reference (i),

Y
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s ¢ },,"I—#,{v{,(, v’ ’,'2.
‘ 7, J. YOODRING, JR. 1 <
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