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i PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. DESIGNATION CCMMANDER
3d Battalion, 11lth Marines LtCol A. S. RUGGIERO
SUBORDINATE UNITS
Headquarters Battery 1stLt K. J. EGE
1-3CApr
Battery "G Capt P. G. SCHARF
‘ 1-30Apr
Battery mH Capt Hs F. GOTARD
1-304pr
Battery nIn Capt P J. MORGAN
1-30Apr
107Tmm Mortar Battery Capt R. A. HEATH
1-30Apr
UNITS UNDER QPERATIONAL CONTROL
Detachment, Battery “Kt, 2dLt K. A, KOELLN
Lth Battalion, 11th Marines 1-8apr
(Under OPCON 1~8Apr)
. Battery "A", 1st Battalion, 13th Marines Capt J. V. BRENNAN
(Under OPCON 13~30Apr) 1-304pr
Battery "K", Lth Battalion, 1llth Marines Capt C. E. ASH, JR.
(Under OPCON 13~30Apr) 1=30Apr

2. LOCATION,

1-12 April: Chu lLai, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam
13-30 April: DaNang, Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam

3, STAFF OFFICERS.

Battalion Executive Qfficer Maj T. F. GRAY
1-30Apr

1.2
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Maj M. D. JULIAN

<o ML ASSIFIED

‘Battalion lLiaison Officer

S-1/Personnel Officer

 S=3

S=3A

~ Sli/ordnance Officer
Survey/Metro Officer

Supply Officer
Motor Transport Officer
Cotmmnications Officer

‘Medical Officer

1-23Apr

Maj J. & LIVINGSTONE
2L~30Apr

WO . d. Do CURLEE
1-308pr -

241t . K. B. PITCHER
AX«30400

Maj 'T. F. GRAY

Maj Mo D. JULEIAN

J» He DILLON
1=304p7

Capt
Cept . T. R MCELROY
1-Opr

ls+kt D,.P. BURNS
10=304pr /

tLt K. J. EGE
1-104pr

2dLt K« E. PITCHER
11.304pr

2dLt S. P« RYAN
1—30Apr

istLt J. W. EVANS
1-304pr

Capt Re. Ao MATHIESEN
1-30Apr

Lt M. L. FIALCO, MC, USN

1-30Apr

-
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Regimental Naval Gunfire Liaison Offiser Lt R. W. KEELER, USH
1-204pr

Battelion Naval Gunfire Liaison Officer LTJG J. A, WELLS, USN
. : ‘ 1-304Ap0

‘L. AVERAGE MONTELY STRENGTH
USic | UsH | UTHER

OFF — ~  ENL - OFF T ENL T
37 552 3 11 None

._ ' | PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the period L £pril to 11 April, 3d Battalion, 11th Yarines was
in direct support of the Tth Marines in that arca of the Chu Lai Combat
Base occupied by battalions of the Tth Marines, During the period 13
April to 30 April, 3d Battalion, 1lth Marines, reinfwrced with Battery
"Ar, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines and Battery "K', Lth Bathalicn 1lth
Marines, was in direct support of the Tth Harines (Kein) in that portdon
of the DaNanz TACE ccceupled by batielions of the Tih Marines and 1st
Battalion, 256th Marines, As the moath began, Battery Group "I? was stildl
located in the vicinity of Mul Dang (Grid B3317382) where they were part-
icipating in Operation "DeSoto". Bahtery Group "I* was composed of
Bettery "I%, 3d Battalion, llth Marines, Detachment, &7ma Moriar Battery
. 3d Battalion, 11th Marines with 2 Howiars and Detachment, Batiery "%,
. . bth Battalion, 12th Marines with 2 155mm towed howitzorss ~ Oparation
W - "DeSoto" commenced on 26 Jamary 1967 and ended cn 8 April, At 0CQ1H
on 1 April; scarch and destroy operation "2oone® comencad énd cortimed
to 1200, 7 April. A Battalion (Group compossed of a Comend Grouwp from
leadquarters, 3d Battalion, llth Marines, Battery %I%(-), 34 Battalion,
11th Marines, Battery "L"(-), Lth Battalion, 11lth ¥arines, Platoon "A",
3d 8" Howitzer Battery (SP) amd Platoon #C®, 3d 155mn Cun Batbery (SP)
was formed and supported the operation, OCperation "RBoone' was conduched
in the area north and east of the city of Quang Ngai, OCn 9 April, the
movenent of the battalion to the DalNeng TAOR cammensed when Battery "HY
closed station at CALS to move to the ship léading area, At 1000 on 10
- April, the relieving U« S. Avmy unit assumed control of fires. At 1400
on 12 April, the Cha Lai Ccavat Base positicrs were completely vacateds
Movement to the Dalang TAUR was by ship and was complated at 14,00 on 15
April, when the last elements arriveds The forward elements had arrived
on 13 April exd kad dedupied posiitionse The Bastallon Covmand Post,
Headguarters Battery and 1C7mm Moriar Battery are ab Grid AT988652,
Battery *G"-at Crid ATS32665, Fatiery PHYE at Orid AT921795 and Baitery

1-h
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nI" at Grid AT882580., 3d Battalion, 11lth Marines assumed control of -
fires in the TAOR at 1700 on 13 April. At this time Battery "An, lst
Bsttalion, 13th Marines located at Grid AT966619 and Battery "K", Lth
Battalion, 1llth Marines, located at Grid AT898672 with L 155mm s Hows
itwers and 2 155mm SP howitzers located at the position of Battery WIw
(Gri@ 882530) were placed under the operationsl conrol of 3d Babtalion
1lth Mariness During the period 2L April to 27 Apzsil, Battery CGroup #IV
(Battery "Im mlus the platoon of Battery YK" located ai Battery MI' pose.
iticn) supported Op eration MGrand" from base positionss

MISSIONS FIRED AT CHU LAI COMBAT BASE

TOTAL MISSIONS FIRED 612
, . Targets of Opportunity - L3
' Harmssing and Interdiction 562

Registrations 3
Defensive Targets G
Fire for Effect Missions 2
Prep Fires 0

TOTAL AVMUNTIION EXPENDED 2,211 Roonds

UISSICNS FIBED AT DANANG (‘OIPAF ALEA

L L S ) A RS W A W

CTOPAL MISSTONS FINED 2,7he
% of (‘ppo tunit 5% ll.u:
7 inv and Iaterdiction 2.k

rations

ive Targets

re for Effect Missions
Prep Fires

Lo \ o \D F
Oy O R4 (0,

TOTAL AMMURITION EXPRNOED 13,248
PART IIT
SEQUENTIAT, LISTING OF SIONIFICAN EVENTS

A B P BT
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a, Persomnel and Administration
' - USMC USN
Losses QFF ENL OFF ENL
Battle 0 0 0 0
Non-Battle 0 0 0 0
Administrative 2 13 0 0
Replacements 3 Sl 1 0

Prisoners of War. None

Morale and Persomnnel Servide. Marale remains ab a high level.
‘ Mail service 1is good and movies ame shown six nights per week,

Promotions. 2dLt to 1lstli 6
Cpl to Sgt 2 (Meritarious)
ICpl to Cpl 27
PFC  to ICpl Sk

Awards and Decorations.

Purple Heart 22
Crzss of Gallantry, Bepublic of Vietnem 6

Discipline.

1 Sumary Court Martial: Violation of Article 134 UCMJ (Guilty)
i Commanding Officer!s Non-judicizl Punishment:
(1) Art. 111 & 112 UCMJ
@ (2) Art. 13L voMJ
(3) Art. 92 & 134 UCMJ
(L) Art. 86 UCMJ

be Intelligenss. Nothing significant to report.

ce Organization and Operations. Operation "DeSoto' contimued until
8 April with Baltery Group "I" supparting the farces involved in the Nui
Dang area (BS81%383). (See After Action Report, Tab {5) to. sppemdix (4))

Operation “Boons", & joint USMC, ROKMC, ARVN Search and Destroy
operatbion was conducted in the arem north and east of the cityr of Quang
Ngad from 1 to 7 April, 3d Battalion, 1lth Marines Battalion Group
?u};%:wrted the operation. (See After Lctiim Repart, Tab (6) to Appendix
A a

Duving the period 10 to Uy April, the Battalion moved fram the Chu
Lai Combat Base to the DaNang TAOR.

Battery Group "I®, composed of Battery "I® and Detachment, Battery
"K"®, Lth Battalion, 1llth Marines, supported Operation "Grand" fram base
positions from 24 to 27 April.

. ) -5 XA
T .ot orst Emsiomare-41) -
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- do Training. Accent has been placed on individual and seetion
training aad on familiarization firing of all organic small armse A -
field firing range within the Battzlion CP perimeter was. utilized at
‘the Chu Lei position and a 1000" range constructed Hy 24 Battalion,
12th Mariwucs, who pr¢viously occupied the position now occupied by
the 3d Ba®*aliov, 1lth Marines CP, has been rehabilitated and placed
in use for Tamiliarization firing,.

es Supply, Motor Transport and lLogistics. During the month,
the Battalion receiveawﬁmm%mmles and 36 MU16BL
trailers. A change of.tubgs:was accamplished for all 105mm howitzers
heeding new tu%25. The 107Tmm towed martars (Howtars) were turned in

- and the Mortar Battery was issued 6 L.2" M30 mortaors:

- f. lMedical, Messing and Other Services. There was nothing
. significant TC report in thesSe arease

. ge Civil Affairs/Civic Action, While at the Chu Lai position,

MED CAP visits were made on , occasions at Tri Binh (1) (Grid BS555987).
& total of approximatel]y 180 people were treated. At the DaNang pos-
ition, MED CAP is carried ocut immediately outside the entrance to the
Battalion CP; on Monday, Wednasday and Friday of each week. During April
6 MEDCAPs vere conducted, treating a total of approximately Ll people,
This Batlili zlac a2sswied the responsibility for the support of a
school located approximately 1000 meters: north of the Battalion CP. This
school was corstructed by 2d Battalion, 12th Marines and was supported
by that unit unitil they were relieved by this Battalion.

PART iV
CHRONCLOGY OF SUBOFOTNATE COMMANDS
. " AND SUPEORIING DOCUMERTS

1. See Appendix (A) (Documentation) to Enclosure (1)

Enclosure (1)
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LOCUMENTATION

™0 QOMMAND CHRONGLOGY
L Lpridl 1967»%0 20 April 1967

c N

2

=l Journal
2 Tovrnal

f 3) S Juarnal
Tab (1) S-L Journal
?
}

Y

i

Gumbat After Action Reparts Operation "DeSotcr

i) ’
o Sz

+ Alter Action Reporty Operation "Boone®

¢

—

ipvendix (A) to -
Enclosvre (1)
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- JOURNAL A ' Sai, 3rd Blttulion, 11th mrines
' : Chu 12i Combet Buse
Dz Hang Combat Axea
010001 Apr 67 o 302400 Apr 67

010001 | Journal opened
010800 ~ Dp Maje ANKER, CONUS
021400 Ja 2nd Lt OWTL C
021430 Reo 14 I’ujzt-'ple ‘Heartavards
. : 050896 _Rec 5 Viefhémese Gallantry Crosses
060800 _ 2 enl, meritoriously prom to Sgt.
081300 " Prom 27 %o Cple and 54 %o L/Cpl.
100800 ' Dp Capte MGILROY
125400 B B CP closed at Chu Lai
141400 BY CP opencd at Da Nang
170800 Rec 8 Purple Heart awards
170830  Appt 6 to 1st Lt. B
® 171000 Jd ¥je LIVINGSTONE
210800 - Rec: 1' Vietnamose Gallanbry Cross
281630 Jd 1 Wevy Lt
1291000 Jd 2nd Lt, STANLEY
302400 Journal closcd

1-41-1 . g
4 Tab (1) to Appendix (&)

to Enclosure (1)
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8-2 3d Battalion, ilth Marines
JOURH AL, Da Fong Combat Avea .
' C1000L Apr €7 vo 302,00 Apr 67

010001H Journal opened for morth of April 67
(11200 - 301200 thallenge arid pagswords promulgated

1913270 Spot Rep from Iaugh India X-Ray., Truck in rogte to !
; supply point struck mine at grid 382572, Mine was a N
155:% round command detonated, Resulied in one USHC
KIa, ONB USsC wIA, and one W Wlhe

1914104 " Spot Rep from Construe 62, fan from squad 7B3 triggered
~ an anbipersonnel mine consisting of two 60Mi mortar
rounds with release type trigger. Resulted in five

‘ ) USHC WIA. Two required HMSDIVAC, y
222130H ' Spot Rep fraa Btry “H%, Observed five people around |

cump ares at about 600 meters. Fired five rounds
Ta 62&, people :h.s.‘\,ﬂraed._ '

RE1130H ' Received list of challeange and passwords for month of May.
- 3024L00H Journal closed out fer month of April 1967
1-p-2-1

Tab !2) to Lppendix (a) to

. Enclosure (1)
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'Jw, ¥ Eattelion, 11lth Marines
ey %@h abat Base

A, 2301 Apr 67 to 101C00 Apr 6? '

OM0MH  © Journsl Jpened |
1.02L,00H Fired Sh piésions Fwpending 295 rounds
azshoon Fired 70 m ssions expending L8 rounds
(\5_@,?}#!»&3 ) ’ R
0221008 - Fired 78 missions expcending U453 rounds
o EL;OOH Pired 75 mizsions expending 537 rounds
&gehoon _ Pired 85 misgions ei{pem‘!r_ﬁng 5L5 rounds
. 621001 ' Fived 61 missicns experding 348 rounds
872400 Fired € 0 missions expending 176 rounds
0824000 , n&‘ircd 65 missions expending 302; vournds
GooshRg . Battery YHR went out of action to '.st::.rtbmovevto
in%e e position at Da Nenge
10'921;0(‘)11 ived 37 missions e:fpending 170 ronnds
1010008 Bﬂt’mvy "I% and 107mm Battery went out, of action to

start move to their.new position at M Kenge The
Pattalion UP was also closed at this time with the
“Arry  toxing over wwﬁ&ﬂ ty of Chu lai area,

. | »«-02« ooH Fired 9 missions esperding 1"0 réunds

The Arny fired 8 missions expending 72 rounds under
our OPCON,

1mAn3=1

G) %0 A.mo‘nf"f*’ (&) o
Tl oses .
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1397000 Opened (P at Geld ATE5U¢ Corbat Area,
besuned oc A2 fires in 7u.&- Marines TAOR
Batbery WA, LstBn, 1itihMar and Batbery "KW, Lith

Bn, IlthMar OPCON %l is commend.

““"“"’H ‘ Fired 10 misgsions empending Ll rounds
125001 Fired 118 missicns expending 710 rounds
S2L 00K .Fired 89 micsions expending 36 rounds

1625004 Fired 13Y missdoos expending 4610 rounds

\~/ N

L]

‘l. 1725004 : Fired 1

oS

n . 3 ’
3 missions exponding A76 rounds

18zkoc Fired 183 missions (3;\;;:?‘7.}';3,‘1‘&13" 1173 rownds
1921‘.',001-_[ _ Fired 212 wmiegions e:,.peﬂdi*.‘u 1510 roands
202LC0H Fived 235 wissions expeniling 3206 rounds
2L2LC0H Fired 4o wissions expanding 531 rounda

222V5CH C‘T’C?‘R"'V: ron BTy MHE, Chsarved b ops ﬂ‘;cf'!.a.,, fired
§ chgerve

™
C
H
Q
o
]
o
)

: | 222,001
.' Coeszhoon . Fired 170 missicng siponding 817 rounds
' 224 0CH Fired 153 missions expending 651 rounds
252,004 Fired 152 missions expending 642 rounds
2621,00H Fired 177 miseions expend;ing 63 rounds:
272},00H Fived 165 missions expending 77) rounds

2321000 Tired 149 missions _exg_.}ending 7h8 rounds
292100 Fired 130 missions expending 620 rounds
3021004 Fired 149 missions ewpending 692 roﬁnds

302h00H Closed journal =
1-As3-2

VEn : "r,- r npuP(ﬂT'{ (A) 4o
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: S-4, 3rd Bitalion, 11th Marines .
JOURNAL Chu Tl Combey Basc s

v g Comiet Acea

31007 s 67 to 302400 Apr 67

R
e T

0106L © Ba daft for "™Oopexdiian Bogne"’
0u1l39 Hotel Btry let' o support "Opexesion Doone ™

Arpivod in BT area from "Operation Boanc!

<
S

* 3
B

071520 Hote L Zimv returned from "Operation Boonc! |
" 101200 Ecter sty Inft from Chu Tai to Da Nang

111500 . GUil Way left for Da Nang
121400 d5, Vhiskey, and Ipdis Battories left for Daniang
141500 . R4teiica move to Da Nehg completed

- 302400 Clcsnd journal

1-A-l=1

Tab ") to Appendix (A) %o
Enclozure (1)
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- £8C FILES

vy Fuh MArines : P

fias ’(Jonulu waing Off.u_:v"m st Field Artillery Gro

. Subjs Crmbat Operation afver Adbion Repo:fi;‘e

1, Gcde Name, Search and Destroy Opex‘a‘tion ”Desdto"~ .

2, Date of Operabion. 262C00H Ja*ma.ry 1057

ai Provwme. R maps e
6838III, (338

- 3, Location, ang N
uhCeES 6(*6.L. 73811,

Lo Cormand a s! Cont -] Ho@dqua‘:'t ers 4 Taf"“-F

5 Remo*‘t ‘ng Ofticer, Lt.Gol Ao S, EUGETERD
: Comranding !
3d Bavtalil

s L M vines
%, S, BUGGTERO

. C e Ge MURTG

Bittery "G" (w) 34 Dnttalien .lith ' '
. ' , e

. . Lin Nullualada X
Hatt e;r,’y’ HpE (e 24 Bftalicn L

E. RAITRY

Deta el "*”,Abn datbalicn, 11 :
: Ko he KOILLA
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1le Excutione At 1300 on 26 dan 67, Battery "I" (4 105mm howitzers)
departed from Chu Lai Combat Base and proceeded to Quang Ngai airfield
where they, with 3d Battalion, 7th Marines commenced airlift to the <ieci~
nity of Nui Dang at 1700, Their movement completed, Battery "I" was in
position, ready to fire at Grid BS 818382 at 271859H January 67, with 4
105mn Howitzerses There were 2 155mm Howitzers of the ARVN forces located
at Nui Dau, Grid oS 87032L with a detachment of the 4th Battalion, 1lth
Marines under OPCON of Sattery "I" to support the operation. At 241300H
Febuary, the Battalion Command Group and Sattery "G" (4 105mm Howitzers)
departed G Lai Combat Base to Quang Ngai airfield where they stayed
overnight, Airlift to the vicinity of Nui Dang started at 250800H amd
was complered at 251400H, Battery "GY was 1aid, ready to fire at :
251400H at Grid BS 811384, Battery "K' comtrolled and coordinated fires

. intil 261000H when the. Battalion “Yammand Group assuged control, HBattery
"D" (4 105mm howitzers) completed helilift from the Chu Lai Combat Base
to Grid BS 768471 and was ready to fire at 261330Hs On February 27 the
SLF landed, The SLF artillery was in position at 271245H, Dattery "G"
3d Battalion, 12th Marines was at Grid BS 811385 and 307mm Mortar Dbtery,
3d Battalion, 12th Marines was at Grid BS 810490, At O02LOOOH Battery “D"
was released and directed to return to the operational control of.2d
Bittalion; 1lith Marines, Helilift frog their position to Quang Ngai air-
field dommericed immediatelfs At ORLLOO the Battalion Command Group CP
was closed and contrcl of artillefy fires was passed to Mattery "IV,
Helilift of the Battalion Command Group commenced df OUL3OH. Battery
"G" displaced at 030800H and commenced helilift to Quang Ngai aiffields
Airlift of the Command Group and Battery "G" was completed at 040930H,
Battery "E'" displaced from their position on top of Nui Dang to a lower
position at Grid BS 812384 with 6 105mm Howitzers at 031650H. On 24
March, 2 107mm mortars (Towed) from Rd Dattalion, J1lth Marines and 2

. 155 Howitzers (towed) from 4th Battalion, 1l1th Marines departed from
Chu Lai Combat Base to be helilifted to position at, Nui DBng. The
mortars were in position at Grid BS 818382 and the 155 Howitzers at .
Grid BS 814383 at 241710H. On 25 March at 0845, 2 107mm mortars (tLowed)
from Mortar Dattery, 3d “attalion, 1lth ™arines commenced airlift to replace
the 107mm mortars from 2d Battalion, llth Marines, The exchange was com~
pleted at 252120H. it OFI200H April the operation was ended and movement .
of the Detachment, 4th Battalion, llth Marines, Detachment 107mm Moptar
Battery, 3d Battalion, 1lth Marines and Battery "I" was coumenced, '
Movement completed at 161L00CH April 1967 when the last elements of the
107mm Mortar Battery rejouned their parent unit in the Dn Nang TACR.

{ISSIONS FIRED

Targets of Opportunity 85l
Harrassing & Interdiction = 1,311

, ' Defensive Fires o7
USSFE  £55 ;
u Registrations L

Total W

/~A~5~45 S—— | 76 é’)
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0380967
19 Aprid. 1967

AMUNITION EXPEN DED

105mm Howitzer . 24,409
-.107mm Mortar 1,664
155mm Howitzer B 2, %’73

Total 28,1 51

12+ Resulk, 109 confirmed KIA, 190 probable KIA, 2 confirmed WIA, 3

probatle WIA; 17 bunkers destroged, 75 structures destroyed, (2 stmctms

damaged, 4 boats destroyed, 3 bzets damaged, 9 skcondary e}cplo'slt_mes, and
. considerable_dqmage‘td T renchesn

13. Administirative J"tte‘fse Administrative Plan 301-A5 wes applied® this
operationa.
ae Supplies. ALl classes of supply were rrovided from the Nui Ieog
LSA with excellent resultsas _
be Mainteniznce. No significan’ efents
ce AUmuniticn “&udung, No significant even® :
deCommunicationg. bie to T/0 and T/E limitat 10“3, it was necessary
to borrow both personnel and cquipment from cther units in order to
support the operations tiun with the horrowel cquipment, there was an
inadequate backun for mosqib = BQuipment feilivres. The Mp(r—lOC‘ proved
to be very useful, particularly for long rangs commdnicaticns. However,
a problem geveloped where by one radio ocub out twe or more other radioss
This wes primarily with the MRC-1L09 it alsu occured wuth PRC~5 radios,
Th» frequency spread was such thakr this rwould act have occurred ard
. antennas were svperated to the maximun P..-.'.t-::n‘o possinles 14 becarie
" necessary to discontiune use of scme freguenciesg ir order to avoid this
problem,

1he Special Equipf@_r}_t_ and Techniqueg, No siepificant events

15, Commander's Maiysice This operation ~r ~ided valuable: >werlence
in the follawing are-s;

1. Plannlng, coordinabing cnd controllicg arikillery fires at bativery
levelo

2o The logistics problems involved with :2supply and movement by heli-
copter over an extended period of time.

AS g o
As S¢ RUGEIERO

/¥ A-5-3 | 754 G)
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HEADQUARTERS
3d Battalion 1lth Marines
1lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO Sn Framcisco, Galifornis, 96602
3/RLR/ jt

3840
030067
UNCL&SS;F EE] 18 fipril 67
From: Comnandlng Officer
To: Comm@nding Officer, 5th Marines 3R . R
Via:s Commanding Officer, lst Field Artillery Group SRD BN 1ITH MARINES
S&C FILES
Subj: “ombat Operation After Action Report m / O-b 7
. Fncl: (1) Position Overlay o ‘ copy No, 6’5’ °f75

1. Sode Name, Search and Destroy Operation "Boone"

2. Inte of Operations OLOOGLH to O71200H April 1967,

3, Location, “uang Ngai Province, RW, Map AMS Series L70LL, sheet s
67391 and 67391L,

L. Command and Control Headquarterss 5th “arines ‘ [

5. Reporting Officer, Lt Col A.Se. RUGGIERO
~ Commanding Officer
' 3d Bttalion, 11tl, Marines

6. Task Organlzatlon.
‘ Detgchment., Headquarbers Battery, 3d Fattalion, 1lth Marines
ItCol A. S. RUGGIERO

Bttery "H" (-), 3d Bttalion, 11th Marines
™  Capt He F, GOTARD
Bmttery "L" (-), 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines .
~ Capt R, E; PFRIMMER
Flatoon "A". 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (SP)
.Capt 4. R, JOWER

Platoon "C"; 3d 155mm Gun Battery (SP)
Capt T. P. DEVITT

7. Supporting Forcess Battery "A", 2d Hattalion, 9ith Field Artilléry, USA
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8, Intelligence. 5th Marines ISUM

9, Mission, Provide artillery support to USMC, RUKMC and ARW forces
in thé area of operations. I

) 10, Yoncept of OUperation, The €ommanding Officer, 1lst Field Krtﬂlery
Group, directed 3d Hattalion, 1lth ™arines to provide artillery sup-
port to deployed forces in the ‘area of operations,

11, Execition. 4 1500 31 March, the fattalion Command Group, & pla= '
teon from Company "A", lst pattalion, Sth Marines, and detachments , -
from Compafiy "B', 1st Enginéer Battalion and Yempany "C", lst ambi- . ¢
Tank Battalion departed Chu Iai Combat Base and proceeded to a position
in the vieinity of the LSA at (uang Ngai Airfield where they 8rvived
. at 1745 and remained overnight, Battery "H" (-) commenced helilift
at 311200H to a position in the vicinity of Grid BS 676860, Movement
was completed at 011500He The rematnder of the Task Organizatien
departed from the Chu Lai “ombat Base to occupy positions in the
vicinity of Grid BS 631852 and were laid and ready to fire at 3118.45Hs,
At OG5 April the Bsttalion VYommand Group, accompanied by the infantyy ”
engineer and anti-tank detachments, displaced fram the WangNgai Air-
field to a position in the vicinity of Grid 'BS 691773 and opene” (P
at 010835H, ihttery "L" was assigned the mission of direct support
of lst Battaliog, Tth Marines until the completion of the helildft
of Battéry MH", At O11540H, Bttery "H" was assigned the direct
support missbon, Battery "L' was assigned the mission of gemeral =
support reinforeing 3d Battalion 1lth Marines and was ordered to dig=
place, Battery "L (-) (3. 155m SP Howitzers) occupied position at
Grid BS 690772 and was ready to fire at 0l1830H, One 155mm SP
4 : Howitzer was ileft in okd position because of electrical failure,
‘ This gum was repaired and was brought to the forward pesition on 2
April, Battery '®L¥displaced and returned to the “hu lai Comtat Base
" and was returned to the operaticnal control of 4th Bsttafion 1lth
Marines, At 1700, 5 4pril, the infamtry platoon was retumed to 5th
Marines forward CP and the Battalicn “Yummand Group with the Anti~
Tank and fnginecr detabments displaced and returned to the Cju Lai
ombat Lase, Operational Comtrol of Battery "H", MA" Platoon 3d 8"
Howitzer Battery (SP) and "C" Platoon, 3d 155 Cun Battery (SP) was
assumed by the forward CF of lst Field &rtillery Groupe. Battery "H"
was released frum the operation and commenced air movement to the
O Iai Combat Hase at 1030, 7 Aprile :
/  Dyring this period tihe group provided fire support to USMC, ARW

}

MISSIWNS FIRED

: " Targets of Opportunity 3

! Harrasing & Interdiction 226

¢ ‘ Defensive Taggets 7
S Prep Fired L6
Registrations 1
B Total 353
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AMMUNITION EX5RE DED

105mm Howitzer 1469
155 Howitzer (SP) 1549
155 Gun (SP) 670
175mm Gun (SP) 322
8"  Howit zer , 659

Total h669

12. Resultse 11 probable KIA, 10 emplacements destroyed, 1 tﬁench
llne destroyed and several structrued destroyed.

‘ 13, Administrative Matters, Administrative Plan 301-66 applied
to thes operatione. .
8, Supplies. 411 classes of sipply were provided from the Quang
Ngai LsA except for class V for the 155 Gun and 8" Howitzer platoons.

" Results were generally good except that the lack of suffisient heli~-
copters did, at times, résult in Bttery "H" (-) getting dangerously
low in ammunition and water, It should be noted that when an abtillery
unit is heli¥ifted into & position and must be resupplied by airn the
helicopter squagiwon at MAG must be in all phases of planning for the
operation, During this operation di<ficulty was expericenceg in -getting
helicopters for N8 resupply of Battery WHY, whilke this did not develpe

into a serious proble'.n it could Have very easily if the infantry units
which they supported had beccie heavily engaged for any long duratione

be Yaintenance, No significant events,
ce Ammunition Handling. No significant events.,
de Communicstions. No significant efents.,

‘14. Special Equipment oand Technigquese Nosignificmnt events.

15+ Commander!s Analvsise. The operation provided valuable experience
in the tollowing aieas:
ae Close coordination of artillery fires with and in support of
" multi-national forces.
be Flanning and execution of saturation missions.
ce The tactical employment within a task groupment of light,

medium and heavy artillery,
]475 74 “ |
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