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HIADQUARTERS
.2d Battalion; 1l2th Marines .
3d karine Division (Rein), FIF
"~ FPO, San Francisco 96601 S
1:EQS:dm
4 Nov 1965
‘Ser: 026-65
Copy / of Feopies

- -‘ I "

From: Comsmanding Oi‘ficer
To: - VCox"amandmg Officer, lzth harines (ATTN: S-3)

Subj: Camand Chronology Report for the Pgrlod ...3]_ October 1965

_ &
Ref: = (a) 3disrDiv0 §750.1 : S o \\\
- (b) Regt0 57501 o o &
1., In accordance with rei‘erences (a) a.nd (b) , the i‘ollowing report is
submitted:
%4 Organizational da.t.a » including attachments:
(1) Demgnatlon/Locetlon 2d Batt,dlion, 12th Marines, 3d Marine
Division (Rein), FiF, D.:mang Seetor, South Viet Nam, ‘ :
(a) wiv Battery, Ath Battalionm, 1.2t.h Marines was attached to -
this battallon, effective 31 October 1965. »
(b) Mortar Battery, Zd Battalion, 12th ha.rines remained
detached from this battallon » being attached to 4th Battalion, 12th
L.arines at Hue Phu Bai, .
(z’) Period éovércd- 1-31 Octobur 1965 |
(3) NamejRaq}{ of Comandmg Offlcer and St’tff , Including T/0
Billet AS‘*lt sraent ¢ o .
Comanding Officer: LtCol E. O. SPECKART 050159/0802 USIC
Bxocutive Officers . - iaj J. O, Lov 055339/0802 USMC
Adjutant/S-1: e vlstLt T. R. PRESTON 079337/0130 USKC
52 -  1stlt A, G. GERYIG 088312/0802 USKCR
83t - kajC.F. KEISTER 055758/0802 USKC - §ﬁ
S-4t S Capt H. C. SQHMNERVILLE 060802/0802 USMCR | g
, » 1-15 October 1965 | N
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Capt A. TRENT Q70676/Q20%, usic
16-31 October 1%5

Supoly Officer: .~ 1stLt H. J. PAYNE 088942/3002 USI.CR
" Lotor Transport Officor: lstLt W. J. SHALLMOOD 087288/3502 UTCY

Communications Gfficir:  Copt B. &. LATBAUGH 072681/2502 USHC
} . 1T Octobur 1965 -

E Capt T. . TAYLCR 070675/2502 UShC
8=31 Cctober 1965

liaison Officcr  Capt C. D BATLCY 065692/0802 SHCR
' Headquarters Commandant: Capt 'C. N. R(,BILSL‘N 076300/0802 Usm

- () Ave%age Strggg?h'for the Perlod: 521. -

rclate to:

(1) Personnel Durlng thls month the battalion was at’ ﬂporox~
irately $O0% of T/0 strength, not including Mortar Battery attached to
4th Battalion, 12th Marines =t Hue Phu Bai. There were no shortages of
- critical persomnel that might have hampered the ability of the battalion
- to porform its mission. In the month of October there were seven cnlisted
- wrsomncl cvacuated for non-combat medlcal rcasons, No combat casualtics
wore rgnortcd for the month, '

- (2) Admlnlstrctlon‘ Therec were no unusual or significant events ,
to report. ' T o ' ‘ ‘ e

(3) Intolllgcncc. Periodic intelligence summaries, but including
information with regard to thc locstion and capabilitics of units on
both sides, werc furnishod to those members of the battelion who required
information of this nature., A current situation map, modified daily to
suow fricndly positions, patrols and the location of known encmy units,

25 kept in the Battalion-FLC. Information of value to the troops, with
;cghra to such subjccts as Viet Cong mincs, booby~traps and: ta hctics, was
made available to them., Targct reports were submitted daily to Headquerters,
12th Larincs, thnt included all targ&ts takcn under flrc or not fircd -
upon by this battalion. = S

(s Tra;glng Durlng this nonth service practlcc and on the job
training accounted for most of the timc spent increecsing the knowledge
znd proficiency of oursonnel throughout the battalion. Some 2,550 n1551rng,
1nclud1ng HEI's wcre flrcd, affordlng all personnel 1nvolved amplv
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omortunlt‘,r to galn experience and apply 1t daily New personncl were
.-gwcn indoctrination lectures on pollcles and regulations while serving

in Viet Nam, and-then assigned to work with experienced personnel until
hc_couately prepo.red to take over in their respectlve capacn.ties. '

' _ (5) Omratlons- 'The amount of ammnition fired by the battalion

. during October was the largest since its arrival in Viet Nanm. The nunber
of rounds expended were: 8,114 high explosive, 31 illumination, 32 white
-phosphorus, 62 rouncs HC smoke, or total of B,239 of all types. Harsssing
and interdictory fires again accounted for the majority of the armunition
vccnsum.(,d, as there were 2, 468 of these missions f:.red; while 4 prep fire
wigsions for operutions and 44 Y"cell for Tire! missions along with HB
rcglstratlons nade upn the rost of the total of 2,550 mlssz.ons fired,

: ~ (6) Cazmaond and Control: 2d Battalion 12th Marines cont.:.nucd in
its role of direct support of the 9th Harine Regiment, while administrative
- control remamed with the 12th larine Regiment, "D".and "E" Batteries ‘
Loth.displaced forward; to positions where they could bettor fulfill their

- “iissionss Command posts were as followss (Map: Indochina, 1: 50 000
‘surles L7o1, sheets 6658 LIV, 66899 P und<¢II) - .

(a) hbadquartcru Battery: Coordlnates AT996721

" (b) "D" Battery: 1-22Cet65 Coordinates 070721
- ' ‘ 23-310@1565 Coordinates 064621

(e)ﬂ"h" Battery' 1-1006t65 Coordinztes 987723
. o ' l}.ﬁ»BlOctés Coordinates 9&8672_‘

(&)‘jﬁﬂﬁ Battcry: coordinates 964712
",(é) '"L“ Battery. Coordinates 965717

© (7) CommunieationssElectronicst During this month disploeement
of two firing batteries presented the most problems in establishing
and mointaining comnunications, When YEW Battery displaced, wire
c-‘cz:uminications were cstablished ."vi_a two metallic lines arid one
sacntan eircuit, but radio-relay used as a back-up proved unsuccessful
wilen the required generators could not be ‘kept Gperatlonal After "DV
P.ttery displaced, the initial five pair cable was repeatedly cut by
‘mknown persons for a period. of one weok. Radio relay proved to be
unrcliable, and radio remained tiie primary means of caxmunication
hetweon bettalion and "DV. Batter;u Liaison was made with American
névisors to ARVN units 8t Dien Bien and Hoi An to establish procedures for .
radio contact in the event they required artillery. support. o

(9) Logistics: Thc. cempletion rate for outstanding requisi-

tiuns resains at about 15 ~which continues to present problems to the
Lnt?almm in fulfilling ’Lts mlssion. Requisitions for conmun:tc*t:.o“a
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'cquiqnont were the greatest concern, - Batteries, wire and telephoncs

~rennined in short, supply, as did other critical items likc sandbags,
wonine . guns, and gencrators. The general status of equipment

..; intainenge remains fair with soe improvanent at hlgher echelon

repiir. A lack of lumber was the rcason given by enginccrs. for post=

jaumtcnt of hard backing under the contomment program until late '
s.oveiber, | An inspection by the FMFPAC Ordnance team. resulted in the

vatt wlion rece1v1ng an overnll satlsfactory ratlng.

2

- (10) Alr dcfense. An active air defense posturc Was malntalned '
by the battalion, with machinc guns, calxber .50, renaininn emplaced in’
prepared positlons., ' . . '

(ll) 01v11 affalrs/hllltary Government/Communltz_Hel tlons

(a) healcal pcrsonnel treated -4 total of 381 Vletnamese
~civilians, and arrangenents were made to have a cleft palate
guzglcally repaired for a young Vletnamese girl

(b) Lllitagx Govcrnment. Nothing to report.

(c) Communltv Relations: Contacts were made with local
‘ v1llage chiefs in the areas surroundlng the new p031t10ns occupled .
" by DY and "E" Batteries. :
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