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défensive concentmtions £or " '
2278y 575267y and. 5762825

, ; Gommmde:r, a.ocompanic.d by the 8-3 and the
Sgﬂﬂajcn departed the :-Bat:halmn CP on an' .area motor reconnaassance :Ln
the: vmi.m‘cy of Pho "l‘re.ch The p&rty retumed a 510H. Lo : _

":D“, expended f:.fty z:crund& ef HE, fuzes
p’oadtioms e.t YD 581278 and. 575267’.

o 171511 o 1825" Battery- wpn. expenaed“lzm and 14 WP on two pem .
. eon by fire missicms ‘at Grids YD 581264 and 597‘278. Rmmds vere report-v
eé on ta.:r:get on’ these misaicms fired. im; support of 2/9. _ o

Betweem eoam,and 02558 Ba.tte:;v wpn’ expended 10 rounds -af 1Tt
ation a8 orienmtlon ngunds fon clements of 2/9. Rounds were fired over

it 120611' Battcry ng ‘expended{ 9 rounds of. EE, fluzes Quidc ‘and VT,
and 6 WP o a VC posltn.on at YD 66026041 Rounds were: repo:nted on targ,e.t
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New commnication officers joined tha Battalion on 10 Aoril

1967 LT | : o

-~ The Commnications section conducted normal field operaticn:
in support of the -Battalion during Operation BIG HORN, Preséntly
3 large amount- of equipment 1§ on temporary loan., An example of this
is the Air Naval Gunfire Team, which has the largest amount and is
not physically located with the Battalion, Thus this equipment-is
not available for periodie inspections and operational-checks; nor’
can prerer maintenance or repair at our authorized echelon be done,.
The equipment on hand is in good shape and a mainténance program
is functioning. Small-items rissing or broken are on order, Ado-~ -
cuate personncl-are on hand to me:t operational committments. Ade~
quate stock of consumable items are on hand and replacement quanti-

ties are on order,. = . - L B
.. During Operation SHAWNE: & relay site had to br positioned
in the mountainous terrain beyween .the FO tcams and the Battalion FDCe
Retransmigsion cables were tried with PRC-25's but proved inadequate
- and fire missions were manually relayed., This arrangement. proved to
be satisfactory for the operation, Difficulties were experienced *
with radio Communications from the forward positicn to the: rear area,
a distance of about 5 miles over slightly hilly terrain, nome over
40 meters high, Fading was the largest single problem especially
between Battalion FDC and Regimental FSCC, A radio relay shot was
ingtalled with equipment and perscnal from Lth Marines, This pro-
vided trunk and hot lines circuits to the rear area. With the excen-
tien ofl generator failure and minor equipment adjustments this workcd
satisfactory and was a great help. - | . ' :
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5 Aﬁril'l
4t 0800H Battory ."D" displaded to YD 529343 to support lst -
Batta11on, 9th Marlnes(l/9) »Whlch'Was on a: sWecp-in that area. ;

“it. 1021H Battery. "BT expenie 8‘rounds of HE “fuge VT and 2'
- oft VB, on:guspected .VC. at YD 574247, “Thereé was’ no surveillance
f?n t?is mlssion flred in support of. 21 sattallon, Gth Marlnes
2/9), : . . oo . L.

“t the semc time the pattery conoucted a rcconnalssance by :
fire for olements of 2/9 at YD 583263.. Rounds were reported on’:
target, and 12 rounds 6f° HE were expended, _

1 Lt 1200H elements. of 2/9 reported taking sniper fire from -
YD 533263, :Dattery "E¥ fired 2.rounds of WP~ and 24 of HE on the
targét, and in-coming rounds ceased . L _ .

- At 1209H the same FO with 2/9 reported in-coming sniper fire

fror a ridgeline at YD 592271, - Dattery ME"-expended 6 rounds of
;- WP and 12 cf HE,fuzes Quick and VT, on the targét. Good effect -
: ,on target ano 311enceﬂ sniper flrc was the surveillance. .

LAt 1325H uettery HE expendei 22 rounds of 'HE on 3 Ve nov1n~4
in a treecline at ¥YD. 528267, Good effect on target was the sur-
- veillance on this n1s51on fired in sunpert of /9. L 4

it 14O0H elements of 2/9 regorted 1 VC 44 brush at YD 52926u.
-Battory "BY fired 6 rounds of HE. on the target, with excellent
efifect and- 1 KIA(probable) as- survelllance. , .

N it 1450H Dattery "EV fired 26 rounds of HE on 2 VC spotted

- coming cut- of a bunker at ‘YD 529266, Rounds were.~n target, . tut.

- no “4}It10n31 survcillance was available on thls m1531on f1re4
for 2/9.

. 5% 1625H elements of 2/9, reported in-coming fire fron YD
. 587259, Battery VE® expended 4 rounds of WP and 12 ‘of HE, fuzes

fuick and VT, on the target. The cobserver reported tarwet area
fwelr covered and firlnc 511enced. o e

it 1740H ﬂattery WE" expended 4 rounds of UP and 12 of

fuzes Quick and VT, on VC firing on a helicopter from YD 5962%8
founds were reporte on target on thls nisslon observed by ele-
monts of 2/9. S

';f At 18 26H 3attery NEn flred 18 rounds of WP and 18 HE silencing
tho_ sniper fire coming from YD 533263, The mission was fired :
in wuoportvof 2/9 ‘and there was no survelllance.

O |
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At 0131H the lst Provi51onal 155mm Howitzer Battery located at
PK-17 (YD 64,8276) reported: VC attacking their position dirst with
approximately 100 rounds of. 81/d2mn nortar and 57mm recoilless |
rifle fire, then with 2 rround attack, attery "C't" at the Battalion
position expended 155 rounds of 1llum1natlon during the’ attec”ias :

“well as 31 rounds of HE fired as defensive concentrations, coithter-
‘mortar fire and interdiction fire on grlds YD 640270, 6&5276 630=.
271, 633233, 64,0275, 54,0275.and 640278, USMC casualties were l KIA,
3 Wii and’ 1 KIA(USN), it least 6 VC were killed within the Ugac

perimeter, and 1 VC was CIA4. hn 8e ‘howitzer was knocked out of
action uring the: attack .

it 0945H Battery AR fired 2 rounds of WP and 38 of HE ‘on 5 VQ
on a ridgeline at YD 593274, Survelllance was 5 KIA(probable) on .
this mission fired in sipport of 2/9._ o '

A v 1237H Battory B cxpended L founds of UP and 24 of HE on a
group of VC in a troeline at YD 579255, The target was first .. |
reported as 5, then 18 vC, - Bo survelllance was given on the mission,

o “ AL 13155 the same FD wlth 2/9 spotted V€ on a bridge at YD 556-

- 24,7, Dattery "Ef expenﬁed 156 Younds of HE, fuzes Quick and VT on
this mission. - in 40, SACRED CHARLIE, was called to make a damage
assessment, and he called in 20 more rounds of HE on. the tarpet No
survelllwnce was received on. this mission. " .

T 4t 15458 clements of 2/9 observed 7 Ve in the open at YD 577257.
+i. Rattery "B" fired 41 rounds of HE; fuzes Quick and VT, on the tureet
e but nc survelllance was given. : S , ; , _

CRE 2034H Battery "Ei fired 30 rounis of HE on a battallon of VC;
reported,at Yﬁ 600260 hy LRWN- intelllgonce.‘,The m1331on was unoba’
servei.' ‘ . _ : _ R '. .

At 21L1H ane 2213H lattery "E" flrod 20 and Zh rnunds of HE
respectiVLly,‘ds a counter-mortar plan drill in defense of Hili- 51.

- K% 2333H° attery wp expenied 6 rounds of illumlnatlon in' sup-
port oft ARV& foreés who had spotted VC in the vicinlty of a bridge
on nghway %].lt 621303 over the Song Bo. -

Z AEril

5 At lOOgH Qattery ngn fired 17 rounds<3f WP on VC snlpers firing
fgoglgf 506280 Firing ceaaed on this mission fired ier elements
O

1
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At 1340H elements of 2/9 reported a column cf 20 VC at YD 580-
280, .'One ‘round of WP and 72 of FE, fuze.VT, were ‘expended on this
mission,’  The column was:reported disoersed by the rounds, Whlch B
were on target, however, no ciﬁualties were reﬁorted \

DECLASSIFIED

© A 1818H Watterles o) ﬂpd np expenﬂeﬁ 15 rounds of*&OSmm and
12 of 155mm. HE 5n- an 1ntelllgence report from USMC: forces at.PK-17"
. .of-a VC battalion nessinc at X0 602255 an“‘602251 The m1331on was
unobserv;i. R S o : SETE : ,.M_u
&t 2230H elements of attery ’“" at “K~17 reported inpcomln@
mortar rounds at. their 9031t10n, and fifteen minutes later they
reporte4 that ARVN forces in that position were under. ground attacko
The 8% howitzér at that positien was employed as a direct fire weapon
for counter-morbtar.fire,’ _and,Battery W' at -the Dattalion position
.fired 16 rounds -£ WO and 12 of HE on. YD 655268 at suspected. enemy -
*-positions, . 7attery " alse fired 18 rounds of 1lluriination over
the ﬁosition Hetwncn 2230 anl 2AOGH.f There were no USMC casualties.

) . A ’,-rt)zlkrll ) ) . : :
'zm 1650H nattery "E“" ended 8 rounds of HE on 1 VC spotted ab

YD 575249 Yy elements of 2 “Rounds were on. tarvet, but there was
no othc,r survo:Lllance on: t e tarfret.. - T S

At 18 OOH B ttery "E" expended hO rounds of HE en “ossible rice
collection points reported. by'hth Marines FSCG in-Grid YD 5024., The
m1551ons were unobserved“-% i SN R IS TP

S At 0600H Battery."E" fired on. three ribe collection points in fn
- Grid YD 5024, expenddng 30 rounds: of HE: on these unobserved mls~ S
sions reporteﬂ by 4th Ma rlnes,FSCC N , o

¥

R lOZOH Recon Ja ol ITRIJGE obserVed VC in a wooded area;;
-at: YD 595264 firing' ‘small arms at a helicopter. . Battery "E" oxpen-
ded 5 rounds of WP and 69 HE. on. the tarﬂet with excellent effect ‘
silencznp the flre.-mxf , vl . REN ,

. At 1212H Dattery g fire*l 5 rounds of W and 12 of HE on 5 b
-spotted at YD 596333, Elements of 2/9 obsgerving: the mission reported
_gooﬂ effect on thv tarpet and could not detect any - further movement.

o At‘1750H attery "D" returned to the Battalion p051tion from
vits po ition at YW 5293&3. r i S Lol e
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nt 2005H elements of 2/9 reported 1n-0um1ng snlper fire frem iy
YD 546260, Battery ng flrci 13 rounds of HE con the target, and ‘the
.firin:r cease'* R o

At ZOASH ﬂattery "u“ extlnguishe' enemy llghts observed at YJ
525230 w1th 9 rounds of HE on a mission fired in- support of 2/9.

C o 1Q dprdl S
At O8OOH the I attalion assumed ooerational cantrol of the lst -
 Provisional 155mm Howitzer Dattery, lattery "1w(4/12), which in-
cluies the lst “latoon .of the 1lst An Howitzer .Jattt.ry (SL) o

- 4t 1h13H Recon’ patrol ﬂﬂaul .GE' spotteﬂ a small grou of.VC mOVh
ing ‘east toward IK-17 r~n a trail near YD 600269, Battery "D¥ was -
‘alerted for a fire missicn and strord casy.on the puns while it was
v deelded at 34 Reconnalssanee )attallon whether the target was of
sufficient size tc disclose to the VC that a friendly pagrol was in
the. area by.firing on them. However, by.l425H a total of 56 VC had
heen ‘spotted, and Uattery "3 expended 76 rounds of HE; fuzes Quick
and VT, on them. ‘tlounis were reported "on the button"- and 2 VC
KIA were immeliately ‘observable, =Drish "and dense vevetation pre-.
vented further surveillance.-- 'f; ,-f”f“w, TR :
SR 1457H 28 mora VC were spotted entering the 1mpact area. of .
Battery "''s J.astem.esw wandicating- that the 4nitial tarpet h*ad
Been Hit hard  enouph and didrerseed so .that word had hot- héen- pagse
to the néxt -unit: of the- artillery threat, in artillery ambush was
planned, and'»attery'qrv firin at AMZRINGE's command .shot 24
“rounis of HE, "fuzes Quie ﬁ “sn-the" ‘target, “l2- VU were killed -
instantly:on: "the flrst-VOlley, but sméke and végetation prevénted -
furthir-accurate surveillance, . .ir strikes hammered the area after-
end of mission was given to lattery "D, and atl605H the area was
saturateﬂ~w1th 2h r undS*e jHE anain. ﬁe movement was observed.-

ut 1715P “an AO SACRE HOTEL saw approximately 20 more VC in :

the same area at YD 6 03253, also -heading east toward K-17, Dat tery

. ®D" fired 30 rounds of HE on them with a surveillance of h KIn(con-
f—r*ﬂz.?an 5<KILA{probanrle); : e %

i 1454 AMATTOGE - called: for‘aﬁetﬁer..,.af'tiliéry amfaﬁsh'at v
67 3269 on 20-orrmore VC, "Battery "Dv fired 39 rounds of HE fuzes
Qulck and?VT ?onwthe mission with a'

i v 3

J.e-_.l
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0f this potential strike force a total of 18 (confirmed) and 25
'{probable) were KIA, and the rest were.dispersed ard.-disorganized,.
se»erely dlsrupting any Ve plans fbr an attackm PK-17 that night. .

At 18500 Battery "BV expended 72 rounds of HE ‘covering the
extraction of -a Recon-unit: at. ¥B-:472262 that had recelved small
arms fire., The mlssion was unobserved

11 Agrll , >~“.v"*‘4 a 'T‘A ﬂAQ;-;

. At 1138H-Batteries "D" . and “E" expended 251 rounds of HE fuzes
Quick and VT, on preparation fires prior to the insertion of’ ele-"
ments of 2/9 in Grid Squares YD 592k, 5824 and 5925. . From their OP
on the ridgeline overlooking the 1mpact area, -Recon patrol AMBRIDGE
observed 3 VC KIA confirmed? by artlllery at YD 58#2#7. v

, At 1425H Battery g cxpended 36 rounds of HE on suspected vC
at YD 521265, . This unobserved m1531on was reported by 4th Marines
FS”C. , A o . ‘

: At 1555H- Battery "Ei fired 2h rounds of HE on a VC/NVA radio_ff”
“transmission emmittlng from YD 563383, The mlssion was lepbntgd UY
Lth Marlnes FSC, and was unobserved. C e

‘ At 1800d Battery‘"E" expended 36 rounds of HE on suSpected Ve .
at YD 521265, - This unobserved mlssion wag "also reported by hth -
Marines FSCC. ~ - .. L , ,

12 Agrll

. At OOOlH hth Marines FSCC reported VC attacklng the brldge over
the Song 0 Lau (YD 509348) and its ARW guard detatchmenmt with =~ =

- small arms fire and satchel charges, Battery "E" fired 24 rounds -
of HE as interdiction fires against the fleeing Viet Cong at Grids " -
YD 513346, 513348y 51@349, 5073% -and 5093h9. There was no. eur-
veillarce on: theso m1851ons.a.» o

R At 2215H Battnry “D" expended 150 rounds of HE on a VC battallon

- réported by USMC .forces.at PK-17.to be'on a road bstween YD 610394

- -and 640377, Surveillance’ was to follow' however, it was never .
,reported to this activ1ty. i

ki JTB?ESRH” i

df At lhl3H Battery "E' expended 2 ruunds of WP and 12 of HE on
VC in the ‘open at YD 518273. There was ne surveillance on this
_m1351on fired in support of 2d Battalion, 26th Marlnes (2/26).

it 2100H Ba@tery wpM at. PK=17 reported an accidental shootlng of
‘a member of the“’“batterv, LCpl S. M FREDSTI. The Marine was part.

S RS S . . PR /’)

.. = L TR . . Lol
R é . R R VR 1~
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of a listeniwt 65@& xm‘ 'd«upon by friendly troops when on=
of the LP tribped a flare in tRe'cuter wire of the perimeter. . .-
FREDSTI was wounded it vh ejr;wht thigh and hip; he died of wounds
the next day. icer evacuetion oy hclicopter. . , _

,‘!! rwW_

At O730H Bettery "D" dlSpJ reed from the Ba ttalion position to .
YD h7038h tc sucport: elements of 1/9 sweepmfr in that area. '

At O ﬁhﬁ' ‘Batteries "EW and™ "P"(PK-¢7) expended 16 Dounds of HE
and 4 of WP, 105mm, and 12 rounds of HE and 3 WP, 155mm, on prep- . -
aration fires for the 1noert10n of a Recon. patrol Grlds fired e
were YD 415220 and 565186 ‘ » _

At 1200H Battery ngn 1’13 arrived at the Battalion p031tioﬁ
~'and occuoied the area. bacated by Bnttery Do, : .

At 1410H the- 8“ howitzer at PK- 17 fired 18 rounds of HE on an’
enemy campsite. at YD 632176, The mission was observed by Recon '
patrol oPRING ”HEAT but there ‘Was. .no surveillance.‘

 t 1800H alJﬂW)rwtrol frem PK 17 -found. 10 fighting holes at
¥D 64,1276 and 18 holes, some freshly dug, at YD 6#9277. 4lso found -
were numerous empty 60mm carrying cannisters and 2 60mm rounds. '
Increased security at the compound and intensive patrolling of the
area was planned . ,

Jldmul

nt 0720H ﬁ%cgn patrol SUNME SAIL reported smoke in a treeline :
at YD 449277,  Battery "B" expended 24 rounds. of HE on tne target
with a surVelllence of eXCollent covcrage. _ S

At 0827H a cempfirc was. observed by SUV“ER DAIL in the same area.‘
‘Battery "B%" fired 9 rounda of HE at the target but there was no
surveillince.i«f.". o : : i . -

&t 1110F Bettnry ”Pﬁ expended 6 rounds of 155mm HE on an- enemy
unit reportead bv 4th. Marines FSCC™ at YD h51205. -The mlseion was
uncbserved.’

it 905H ihe 8" howitzer at PK-17 expended 90 rounds of HE at
YD 726306 and 734326, where ARVN intelli ence reported a VC Bat- :
tallon assembly area .and. conmpnd post., here was no surveillance. L

it 1615H Battery 'P" fired 30 rounds of HE on a VC/NHEﬁ l‘ﬁq%

_tranom1351on reported at YD 52bh1h by hth Marines FSCC.,&E% I8

FAARY T AT s
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16 April

- Thére were no significant missions fired during this 24 hour

. perilod. I o

The Battalion received & 3pot/Rep from Battery "P# at PK-17
that a patrol had found 23 fighting holes at YD 649266, Most weére
bhe-pan holes; two were horseshbs-cshaped; and there was one large -
position that had directional stakes around the main hole. The
compound was alerted to a possible mortar attack that night,

17 f';EI‘il..' )

- "At OlOOH Battery "P" at PK.17 reported taking at least 30 rcunds
of 81/82mm mortars at their position. Several airburst were obscrved
at uniform height above the gound --:the second time that that’
pesition has had air bursts during mortar attacks. There were no
USMC casualties, The 8" howitzer and 155mm howitzer shot direct
fire as counter-mortar fire, and a 155mm howitzer from the Battalion
position fired 14 rounds of HE, fugzes Quick and VI at YD 645267,

13 rounds of illumination were also expended to counter against a
© . suspected ground attack; however, no attack developed, h

At 1000H an ARVN patrol from PK-17 found one 82mm round at. .
YD 645262, and results of éffective counter-mortar fires were in
. evidence, PK-1l7.reported gcod shooting by Battery "P" from the Bat-
talion position, :

it _1235H Battery "E" expended k& rounds of WP and L8 of HE on
anti-airecraft fire from YD 515265,  Rounds were on target, and.. .
. ground fire ceased on this mission reported by an .i0,” RED-MARKER, -

it 2150H Battery "B fired 54 rounds of HE on a VC/NVA radio -
‘transmission reported at YD 539217 by lth Marines FSCC. . ..

18 Apras . ..

" At. 0815H Battery "P" expanded 11 rounds of HE on 4 VC with
weapons observed at YD 608231 by Recon patrol DATELINE. 4 KI4
{probable) was the surveillance, , )

-kt 0%935H an AO, SACRED HOTEL, observed a VC truck on a valley
trail at YD 492253, 4 rounds of HE and 2 of WP were fired on the
truck before the mission was cancelled due to air traffic in the
ares, o C 4

At 1225H_Bét§ery "P"lexpended'h rounds of HE on 2 VC at YD 663-
233 who were moving toward Recon patrol DATELINE's position, Rounds
were right on target, and the patrol reported. 2 ﬁ z A( ,»' X
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o EOOITITR ‘ |
Wil

At 1620H another AO, SACRED WHISKEY observed for Battery VL',
vhich fired cn the truck sttacked bafller at YD 492253, LO rounl
" of HE and 8 of Wi were expended on the mission, and survelllance
was that. the trnck was badly 'amaged.

:x"{,

it 19hOH Battery "P® fired 10 rovnds of 155mm HE on a VC/NVA
radio transm1381on reported by hth 1r¢nc~lf”“ﬂ to be at YD 499201,

12 Lpril

At 1228H- Battery "B" expended 8 rounds of WP and 4k of HE fuzes
Duick and VI, on 6 VC on a trail at YD 518243, 6 more VC anpeared
coming down the trail during the adjustment phase, which was pro-
longsd due to the hilly terrain and the inexperience of the F0; who
was a member of Recon patrol AMBRIDGE. The 12 VC- disappeared. irto
dense vegetation before fire-for-effect; however, the FO brought
a volley in on their estimated posiﬁion. There was no surveillance,

At L345H Battery “E' fired 22 rounds of HE on 6'VC in a treeline
at YD 578275 spotted by elements of 2/26. There was no surveillance
on the mission,

At 11504 Battery "B" moved from its position in the Battallon
area to YD A66375, and at thSH the battery reported laid and ready
to flreo :

At 1450H Battery npn returned to the Battalion position.»

. At 1520H Recon patrol iMBRIDGE -spotted anti-aircraft fire coming
from YD 518243, Battery "E" expended 20 rounds of HE on the target.
Only moderate coverage was reported but the antl-alrcraft fwrn

- ceased, , _

At 1637H ‘Battery " "P" expvndcd 3 rounds of 155mm HE and 3 of WP
on in-coming -small arms fire reperted by Recon-patrol STLIN SFOT -
to.be coming from YD 44621k, VC flrlng ceased, and end of mission
was glven by the nutrol , : : gg

N Pﬁj? Ségm?
b ‘ 20 sapril ‘f g& L

1500H Battery ©D® 2/12 dlsplaced from the Battalion position
~to rvtuin to Dong Ha, It was replaced by Battery WHr, 3/12,

-a

<4t 1600H the Bqttqlion assumed operatlonal control of  Battery
"o, L/12, and’5 of the Battery's 155mm howitzers(SP) arrived on -
n~ﬁjt1>n that afternoon. They were not emnlaced hﬂwever..‘ '

- 4t 18L0H the Battalion received word from Ath Marines FSCC of
some 800 VC thiggortars and recoilless rifles, also with parties of
olgiélan streteh ~bearers, located in the Co Bi/Thanh Tan ¥alley. Cj
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atteries "BET and "H" expended 390 rounds of HE on assembly area:
throggh the valley at Grids YD 599265, 540255, 565265, 565240 and
506231, At 1915H an 40, who had been called into the area for
observation was damaged by grcund fire from the vicinity of YD 5924,
Batteries . . Seeomo Tt son with 322 rounds of HE,

J4€'2015H Béttéryﬁﬁﬁﬁuexbéndéﬁ 36 roundé of HE és'reihfoféing
' gigesgfor LRVN artillery firing on a suspected VC bhattalion at YD
0639,

Lt 2225H Battery "E" expended 117 rounds of HE on anti-aircraft
fire directed against a flare ship coming from I 557247. The misg-
sion was unobserved, . '

21 4pril

At O0805H Battery "H" fired 33 'rounds of HE and 39 rounds ¢f WP
on VC snipers at YD 596274, Surveillance was excellent targset
coverage and sniper fire silenced, ' ‘

4t 1115H the Battalion Commander departed the Battalion posi-
tion on a recommaissance of a forward artillery position in con-
junttion with the up-coming Operation SHAWNEE. The position is
located at YD 4527.

At 1120H Recon patrol AMBRIDGE reported sounds of construction
and laughter at YD 515202, Battery "P" expended a total of 2 WP
and 28 HE on two missions fired into that area, but there was no
- surveillance othdr thah good coverage of target due to heavy canopy.

it 1245H an .0, TRAIL-35, reported 5 VC in the open-at YD 535397,
Battery "H" expended 6 WP and 30 HE, fuzes Quick and VT, on the
‘target with a surveillance of 1 KIA(gonfirmed).

At 1245H the Battalion Coumander returned from the forward
position reccnnaissance to the Battalion CP, , : :

At 1500H the Battalion Commander again departed the CP for the
new position, ' - ' S

At 1700H one 155mm(towed) from Battery "P" arrived at the for-
ward position in the vicinity YD 450270 and was emplaced there,

At 2136 elements of 2/9 located on Hill 51 to the south of the
Battalion CP repcorted a secondary explosionm from an H&I fired from
the Battalion position, Battery "H" fired 12 rounds of HE on
YD 554238, but there was no additional surveillance.
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e -J.Gfﬁik techn;ga&_nmahroi ofgﬁhﬁﬁéries "B" 2/12 anu ‘n“
1/13 woz assu.d by Batbery "EM. and the Batsalion FBC befan, its

move to the fdrward area(YD 426257), ‘Batferiés "E® agd "Ht remcine
ot YD 5“4322.- ;

Lt 1200H the command grou From Headquarters Battery disploce
ed forword to YD 486275 along with fotr 155mm-H s:itzers (SP) from
"L, L/12, four 155mm H-witzers.(TD) from wr7, £ 12, six 105mn Howit-
zers (TD}~from "HY, 3/12 andw%ﬂ04&a¢ﬁg@;tgqrs (SP) of the 1st 8n
How1tzer Battery. I .

The Battalion ussuned toctical and technical control of “he® -
Batteries at the forward .rtillcry p-rgitin at 1700H, The 8" ret-ine-
nd their mwn tcchnlcﬁl control, -

ht EOBSH Jattery TED expended 289 rounds 6f HE on 2 company
~f V€ located &t YD 493237, The target reportéd by bth Marincs
FSCC was ﬁﬁebserved; .

, e Y

22:....:‘15_.1

it 08LOH Dattery “BY fired upon a suspccted VC ambush site
located at YD 536267y . There: werg: 56 rounds of M8 fugzes VT and Juick
expende” on the missicn flredrin ,PQrt Df 2/9 Qlements. Gosd crver-
age of the targat area ﬁﬂﬁ repbrt?é, R L

Lt O9%LOf Datteries VR, "P" ~and "L" expended ]J+3 rounds- of
125mm HE, fuzzs Quick and VT :&&ﬁmiakhruunda of"155mm HE, fuzes Juick
snd VI, on a bandlng Zone - “”__#gén at grids lD thO and 4722.,

The mlsslens we?e unbb Lot .
L [ o xj'*ﬂ‘;'xﬁ’ o
_ it 1255:% Battery W fied 130° r‘bunds s Wl And 30 rounds of
Hr on a VC:firing at. a Welfcepter from YD 508213, Excellent coverage
o e torget was reported and the anti-aircraft fire ccased Th»
mis.lon was flréd?fér ﬁhé Eskdﬂ*ﬁﬁtﬂb AMBRIDGG"“ :

A 1‘&30;; Yite 1gt 81 ::rmw Bat,ter ( C&n) ﬁr g- roun.dav
H% g%liggﬂ ¥quVﬁﬁhadi§ftﬁan;dtaaﬁﬁh,mgpdrtzd‘;y hhh Marig§§ at

i 16601 “the- command: ‘ahd twr addlﬁiemal giha O’f lst gt -
rrlved &h.tha?fenwﬁrd ﬁbsﬁtﬁgﬁgﬁ?',' _ v

1

= . +
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At 1 W00 Battery  "™HT :1rr3'162 rounds ofaHE-@n spectecd
VC position at YD 466193, 473198, and 430190. The missi SEeS.

on reports frﬁm*@th kurlnes FDCu were unobsevveﬂ %
‘it 1417 Batgery "HY £5 ol 18 rounis of HE ‘on a VG/NVA radio’
transmission rwporte& By Lth } arlnes FSQ@ at. YD 409276,

At 1L55H Battery "H" expended 24 rcunds of HE fuges JulPk
and YT~ 21" %0 spotted at YD 579253 .by the Recon patrpl PRIMNESS 1.
One ad-usting rcund brought a surveillance of 1 KIA (conflrmnd)
but further cbscrvation was denied bv heavy foliare.

.t 1605H Battery YH" widt®o15%tad for a .mission on the same
groug T VC who hal . appeared at YD 579258. . .The:VC disavpearcd into the
the e?vy foliage. before elearance was. _obtaifed,: &nd 0o rounds werc
fived, _ _

25 pr 41

it 0255}1 3/12'5 radio relay team loated’ atop Hill 674 (YD
515219) reported 7 rounds of in-coming 60mm mortar fire, Counterw
mortar fﬁres were begun. by Battery “H" at. YD 495230 and contimed
threugh the early morning, 4 tstal of .26 pounds wer's, expended on
nossible mortar positions in the area of HiIlY 674, Two members of ™~
the Usie infantry security unit were reporte& WIA in the attack.

Lt OBOOH Engineers sweeping the ‘road from the Battalion's
forward position-to the 4th Mapines CP/LSA area at YD 529312 unccver-
a land mine at YD 517296, The mine consisted of an MLAL anti-tank
mine w1th a° 105mn rauna attachaé,‘rigged fbr pr&ahure detonatieﬁ

2 Lt: M;BOH ﬁhel lsi'. 3!' W ﬁattm fired 9 rounds of HE
:?1§730/NVﬂ radio transmf&sion réported by{bth Marines FSCP at YD
: i-d T, ) Lo r\,‘
' it 1650H an LO SACRLD LIMA called a misgion on suspccted
VC snipers af YD 5692& Bat%ery 5L" flre&fj7 rounds ef’HE on the
tarpet ?«ut Ehere. was,.ma &é&diﬂm rveillance. o |

Ly oty Ay u»z Vi T';:'
: 171&5 Baﬁae WA ?tn 2 1o 4 HE A
transmlsaion reported gg 4th ;gg;é‘.ggéngg 25921 ?n a.VU/NV radio

?v} Tt"i‘\e i - il
it IQQQH‘Batt@ﬁ?““E" fived 8 voudds of WP And 25 rbuﬁﬁs er‘

N .s(?.

"E fuzes YT, lonia G in,w trﬁnline au#19566270¢:_There was "AGE S

VQZ lL.ﬂc -
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e WL upeﬁda& 35",_01:116.& &' HE and 8'wp- mﬂs%

pacius . fin '-" »Yemesss of . 2/4. All roundg were reptxn‘ked on targets

© 2L x5 Tattery YLD fire.d TS revade on o o w0 m @a:mcyiag a. 5'Im
racoile= : .cti 1= a% YD 444168, The wis-..co Slred fof clemendts of 2/4 covdd n~t
ba obse:ved due to darkmesse

28_AHpnid

it 02008 the Ratiiiion rear at Pim Bai (YD £S5107) reoleved appreximete—
1y 30 rcunds of 1n«-cw.mg cnemy mortsxn firs. & Wit W nacuelties werz tokewn
by 3/12, but nome were ari* ..l '

At 06423 Battery V01 axpépdﬁd 2 rounds. of HE and 5 rourde of WP firivg
in » defonsive ooncentraticn for the Recon pitrol, GEEAT DIVIDE at YD 524%54.
The patral roported gocl e werage of the taxget.

At 1200H Battery "L" fired one round of HE for a. defensive cuncént=ation
for the Recon patrol, AMBRIDCE 2, at YD 39%222. The rowmds were :capo::tad. wn the .
targots

At 090CH Battery "L" fired 17 rounda d,irect firsa o 4 mpaotad VC at
YD 460254, e -targst-wes repoited by en OP at 3/12's Battalion poedtlons
Rounda were repo:cted o tnrget but no mlties were obusrved. :

At 1200H Battery "BW ﬂraﬁ 46 rgwns ot = msa VT on ¢ ¥ atop a rifop-
line at YD 573287. Hlements of 2/% seported 2 mwm (prombie)- B

.t 1225H clements of 2/9 eighted a VC oanpgeat YD 533235, "Battery
"B" expe:.’ad 105 rounds of HE fuses. VI and Qirloke re was no surveillance
becsuse tnc VO disbursed intoc heawy foliages = 5

At 1930H 3/12's Bagtalion positiom lom:tari at YD 483276 reaiewed approx=
imetely 50 rounds of 81/82mm mortar in-osming. There weze 22 friendly Wii's,
however none: were oritioal. Battoxy "H" fired countes-morter plans and Batterr
"L, Battery “P", and 8" fircd direct fire on suspeoted VC moritar peaitions.
The 8" expended 48 rounds, Battery '"P" empsnded 20 rounds, Battery “L" expendad
82 rounds and Battery "H" expended 800 rounds, all Battanie- fired EE,

Betwacn 1950H and 2030H Batteries nEY and "B a:pended 856 roundu of HE
fures Quick and V! on warious cmmtezmortar plans r:lxed in gupport of the
Batwalion forward position (YD 483276).

; -
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At O757H Ba- Series "H", "L", apd SE# axpendad 12 rmmda of ].05:::: HE and
16 of 155mm HE on a ¥C ba’t: licm assembly ares roparted by 2/4 F30C, The
migsiom: s mmﬁsmﬂ. g :

A%%KBH the 1st B" Howit:.- 3abbery fired 13 rounds of HE on an unkn~m

nunber cf V€' reported By the- Beoen, psuhi:ol SUMMER SAIL at YD 40515%. There was
. Bo surveillannc.

At 11148 SUMMER SAIL pgadn called for 8%, 532 on approxima‘olv a
v aguad of VC, who weie trying t0 surromé the pntrol. E;E counde of HEE were Ji-od
_hy let §'s Excellent covemge of -the target was reported, but there was no -ther

‘.\,j’ :
N RS B&ttauv "I\: fired 31 rmmda of EE on & bunker and VG activity
at Y?D 5081. "Good coverngs of BHe” target was the suevceillanee on this wission

fired for the jacm pa‘hrol GHBAT ‘.DIVIIE

At lm Bat*bary i, fimdf 2 round.s of HE for a defonsive ocmnentmtim
a.d;}ustmnnt. The miesion wes fired at YD 5421&3 forr the Rooon pmtml SPICE REBw»
®Y.

A% lTISHLBattamr "L" expendud 6 WP rmmdé for another defensive comcan-
tratiom at YD 545189, This missica was also fimed for SPICE BERRY,

At 1935H Battaxry "L" expended 16 HE rounds on a VC harboring area at
YD 517150« There was no. eurveilla.noe on this missiom fired for the Reoon patrol
GREAT DIVIDE. '

A% 2005a Battery, nEN mgpenped J,g.a zowils of HE-fuses Quick §a. VG-oome
pany dooptad .o ID.5200 75« . The.pladiopms. mepmte@ by e Batialige (porations
oa‘.‘;fiaaxy ‘!ham wBe ne surveillances

. >
pee 0 M rum FE RS A

A ‘:iP f‘? l ¥ . N ¥
o ] s L ‘t »’1"? - . “ r ..:' I: 3 '
i&t, th& B* ‘Haefy éiréd gﬁ ﬂ on tﬁé:f Y6 movement \

at Y]) 405155, " Boceuse of tho Yow ceiling obsemtim wag obsnuze and no sur=
veillance, ol slven by 28 Soum ap ol SOMR STl e gz

k- br 0 g “«‘? erun&s m & [i -.”-,.

xosdl ot was Eh&surwefﬁa.nca:“i‘hamis-"
i aahﬂr'!wm.Mm.:;snza.

Ay
¥ R S
A B bdtery, ML F ire l t"“li'i nowd T
Tl Dm0 vernas LE e Y.melr wem i s
el ity ooty ol R ELT TIVILL
Al
T Y -y Sroo ¥
At VTN Ak ML fred ¥ romdn of 3 Los
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r'erso nne] ‘ and Acﬂninistratlon

Tlfu_s tzgt’c,al:um_f- has'maa.ntained - opera’rlng 1evel a:t Ayt w»cnr:u _L’V"'.897 cL‘I
:Lts -authorized. T/O strength’diring’ the month o1 - Aprll. ' o

a:btal:.on Joined 8 Li‘ficers_ and:*33 Enlist ' 1oug:
ranks and MOS!s while rotating 7 Qfficers: and® 31 ‘Enlisted to" CON’N N
.ansferred. X Offlcnr and 1 Enlisted sut of the battalion to° othesr*
of"3d Marine" Division, - This ‘battalion further ‘had" 2" Enllsted KIA" :
2> 0 icers: a:nd 26 lmllsted WIA during the month of Apm_'l. :

. jMO. rale and‘Dlsc:.Elz.ne ’ ":" -.'-'_"'." R

The state of Morale remalned at a hlgh level con51stent with the' cond:Lt:Lons
under which-the unit has served. -The RR: program contimes to'be a grea’t
morale booster, however there is ‘sti11 a few problems: with. ma:n*festlng the
marines-at:the R&R Center in Danang, This I believe is due to the fact {fat
' the R&R"Qu.otas are always’ give ‘to the ‘battalion at the end”of  éach month
161 ’”t léav:\.ng much -time ‘for propér comtrol. The R&R: ‘Cemterhas toen
hd " ey‘ éve stated tha:t ‘theyare working on the froblem and are”
the 15th of ‘each month. The PX in the
Operatlon area is li:nlted g5 to__j};g"' arries and their isg still-a ,
ghortage: of" different ‘brands of cigarettes; The. supply -of beer andr sddd Wwas
adequatés ™ Teet for oyolivg the beer and soda or for cold water was inadequates
Thére were two Offlce hours- conducted during Apr:l ‘Por vielation of -Article
109 and thl’ ) ; respeati‘u‘lly; Theré wete ho court-mart;i.alsfqonducted.
“visit mrde “torwisit: thessick or: wounded & iNo- Medical _:Doctor mor
5 _sa:.gned t.o‘;th:.s battalion for April. ’
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'udays up untll tbe RtQ o _ur¢l the- S—2 w“"f
CHLNOOK IT::# The INIELL lGEUC ChloL dally

friendly: trcmp , ; ; 2t
‘ot Tthe- “Cnemy - 51tuatlon.
The 15th of Aprll marked the sbart of (reration 'k
which: lasted until the <lst of April cad the onset of O
SHAWNEE, ‘During Cperction BIG HORN and Operation SHa™N he -
section was firmly iavolved keeping & close watch on ENnany . activ Ve
*Operation SUAWNE: was a. search and destroy operation of Ba se
Area 114, Eneény contact was necglible . ’“utd:grg‘e“base’a‘v"eu..)i sunpliicg
and u-~iforms were destroyed artillery gﬁm@s&muinJv conuarie ¥
with establishing counter’mcFt? hns and reconrﬂlssanbo of theo area
Jor morLQr p051t1010. : e e, - . .

/‘.
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S-4 Section coitn

iy

A, Iogistics, fihe ovewn l logintics alﬁ-letJun Y rua,ins fair and +ke

o Supply sltuatlon ‘.,eualnc ia.i:ce- There are 2576 requisitions ou’ssanding

0f these 63 are priovihy wo and 270 prierity five, Diring April 284
::equn.sitions weve filled gm g a 16% level of reg_ui si bms filled.

Be M&int;name.'

1o The ma:.ntcn..nﬂe s:.,ua.tmn has gpparently imp proved during the
‘month of ipril since thv percentsge of dsadline Les dropped from 32% at

“end of the month to 4% at the ond of April. In actuality this is not.
& rcflection of improvement tut rather the resuit of the change of

: control of certain Batteries.

' wrin: april 3/12 gained control of Brawo Battery 1/13 end Hotel
Ba+ ery 5/12 both of which have no vehicles on deadline sd lost contml
of icho Batiery 2/12 who hed a very high deadline rate,

These control changes result in 3/12 presently huving 54 prime movers
of which 1 is on second echelon deadline for tie rod ends and 2 sre on
uh‘-"’d cchzlon deadline, 1 waiting for a new engine the other walting for

mew differentials 4

Althoagn this Battalions present desdline rate is extremely low ’chis
does not dispose of the maintensnce problem areas which were elaboraterd -
on in last months report and vhich are reproduced here.

"' (@) The primary ceuses of equipment feilure sre:

' (1) a requlremen‘ for continuocus suppert of extended fie‘ld
opemtions which on occasion precludes sc.heduled preventive mainterance,

- (2) Lack of technical knowledge on the part of 0JT
hanics ass:.gnet. te the motor transport sections of Batterlem

(3) The ;m:* th.at some Ba.tteries are velow their T/O
strength of 35168, -

' ~(4)  The fact that authorizsd vehicular wash points ere -
nonexista.nt in the Phu Bai arsa. This nakes both under-carriage repair
and lubricatz.on difi‘zcult and time consuninge

(5) ‘The unavailability of second echelon repair parts.
pa.rticulaﬂy m ima v.xch as torque rods end brake shoes. ‘

(6) The unavailability of third echelon repair parts, such

as ergines, transmissions and diffexrentials necessitating long periods
of daadline for vehicles sent ) SLSG-A.

9y
“a ,}

b
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¥, Food Service. Rationa served dur:.ng thls rePOI’tmg per fod. hava

been approximatel y 65% A rations, 20% B rations and 15% C rations.
c, ratlons..are,being used:-by tneﬂ Battallonaforward‘i ' 'ition an:Noepsticr

Phu Bai‘ Wefter Point.

He Motor Trang:ort.'-_-*The motor transport status-is .eood and is
elaborc-ted on m paragraph B above. o

i, ii:ﬁibaﬁicétim' :
Battalion level

' 5 -There were' 275-' tmc.mentB?Of military personnel rendered at
the Battalion A.xd atation during April.

i 'I!%xe;:e were 28 WAt and o KIits in’ thz.s Battalion during
Aprily i The names of.the personnel wounded in action are lia*bsd
else vwhere in ‘hhls chronology.
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COMMUN IC AT TONS-ELECTRON DS

The comminications section conducted normal field opeu:a.tions in support of
the Battalion during the month of Mey: This period covers the concluding
days of Operation SHAWNEE and the present COperation CHOSTAW.

Since the conclusion of Operation SHAWNEE, all equipment has been complete
TM'd, work orders have been made up on all items needing repair, and a com-
plete inventory accounting for a1l equipment was held. The inventory was
aided by the return to the Battalion of one NGF team which held the largest
amount of equipment on temporary loan.

The. following equipment requested by the 12th Mnrines for = camposite
artillery battery was invoiced to theme.

2 LAN/PRC - 25 and 3 Ta - 312 ,
The following number of personnel have been transferred out of the Comm

Section, :
1 Radio Operator 2531 +to 12th Marines
2 n ] 2533% to "B, 1/13
2 n 2531  to NGF Team, 3/12

Eowever, adequate persommel are on hand to meet operational reguirements.
iiequate stocks of consumable items are on hand, and replacement quantities
are on order. '

Coeration SHAWNEE, Phase IT of the operation was much the same as the
first. However, e greater distance was involved between the forward artiller
position and the Regimental FSCC, which made communications between the two
cemplenely inadequate at various times. Clearance for fire missiong had to
72d, which tock entirely too much time. A possible solution to this
: waen the operating Battalion and artillery are so far removed from
the Hegiment is to have the FSCC come to the field with the artillery units.

[

ENCLOSURE(7)
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