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Pattalion lending Team 1-26
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5750
‘ 4 September 1966

Froms: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force (CIG 79.5)

Subjs Command Chronology
Ref: (a) WMCO 5750.2
(b) Briglrder 5750.1
(¢) CC, SLF ltr ser 5750 of 304ugbb
Encls /(1) BLT 1-26 Command Chronology for the period 2-31 hugust 1966

1. In compliance with references (a), (v) and (c), enclosure (1) is
submitted.

. 2. This chronclogy includes all pertinent and significant information
as defined in reference (a).
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BLT 1-26 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY (PART I)

Frerrr. 8 SSTFIED
‘ 1. The following organizational data is submitted.

a. Designation. Battalion landing Team.1-26
b. Composition

(1) 2-31 Lsugust 1966

1st Bn, 26th Marines
Btry 4 (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Marines
1st P1t (Rein), Co 4 (-) (Rein), 5th SP Bn
1st P1t (Rein), Co 4 (-) (Rein), 5th Engr Bn
1st P1t, Co & (-) (Rein); 5th Amtrac Bn
1st P1t (Rein), Co i (-) (Rein), 5th AT Bn
1st Plt, Co & (-) (Rein), 5th Tk Bn
1st P1t (Rein), Co & (-) (Rein), 5th kecon Bn
Det, Hg Co RLT-26
Logistic Support Unit
. Det, Comm Spt Co (-), 9th Comm Bn

Det, Co 4 (-) (Rein), 5th Med Bn

. Det, 15th Dental Co, MMF

(2) 3=31 august 1966

107mm Mortar Btry, 24 Bn, 12th Marines
1st P1t, 3rd PForce Recon Co
c. Locations

(1) 2-8 hLugust 1966 - embarked aboard the USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2),
the USS VANCOUVER (IFD-2) and the USS THOMASTON (LSD-28).

' (2) 9-12 August 1966 - San Jose irea, Mindoro, Philippine Islands.

(3) 13-15 iugust 1966 - embarked aboard the USS IWO JIMA (LPH—Z),
the USS V.LNCOUVER (LPD 2) and the USS THOMASTON (LSD-28).

1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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(4) 16-20 August 1966 - Republic of Vietnsm. See BLT 1-26 After
Action Report for DECKHOUSE III, PH.SE I. ETyrer oot

(5) 21 iugust 1966 - embarked sboard the USS IWO JIMA (LPH—Z), ‘
s USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) and the USS THOMLSTON (LsD-28).

(6) 22-29 Lugust 1966 - Republic of Vietnam. See After Action
eport for DECKHOUSE IIT, PHASE I1/Operation TOLEDO.

(7) 30-31 hugust 1966 ~ embarked aboard the USS IWO JIMA (LpH-2),
the USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) and the USS THOMASTON (LSD-28).

d. DPeriod covered by this Report. 2-31 -hugust 1966

2. Personnel

a. Aversge Monthly Strengthe

(1) USMC: Officer. 67

Enlisted . 1647 | | : .
(2) USH: Officer 8

Enlisted 90

b. Personnel Assignments/httachments

2 (1) Commanding Officer LCol .. MONTI
5 (2) Bxecutive Officer _ Major T.¥. DONNELZY ‘
(3) 8-1 | 2Lt G.B. BOLEN
(4) s-2 | Capt J.S. VOGT
(5) s-3 Major P.D. RATCLIFF
(6) s-4 Capt W. DREBUSHENKO
(7) €O, B&S Co " Capt R.P. CuRLISLE )
(8) €O, Co & Capt R. VELLSQUEZ
(9) €O, CoB ‘ ‘ Capt J.F. STMPSON
(10) €0, Co C ’ Capt C.W. KLPPELMAN
(11) CO, Co D " Capt R.J. WEIDNER .
(12) €O, Btry &, 1-13 | Capt R.W. BAILEY
2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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UNCLASSIFP{ED CO, 107mm Mortar Bffy, 2-12 Capt R.O. MERRITT
. (14) PltCmdr, 1st Flt, _Brd Force Recon Co  Capt K.D. jORDAN
(15) PltCmdr, 1st ?lt, Co &, 5th Recon Bn | 1stLt W.J. SPAINHOUR, JR
(16) PltCmdr, 1st FPls, Co A,:5th Engr Bn 2Lt E.C.DEAR
(17) FltCmar, 1st Plt, Co 4, Sth AT Bn " 1stLt J.C. DEBILIO
(18) FltCmdr, 1st Flt, Co &, 5th Amtrac Bn 1stlt W.J. DIBELLO
(19) ¥PltCmdr, 1st Plé, Co A, 5th Tk Bn " 1stLt R.L. LARKIN
(20) PltCmdr, 1st ¥lt, Co &, 5th SP En 1stLt D.L. LNDERSON
(21) Logistic Support Unit ~ Capt J.L. MARGBLE
‘ (22) DetCmdr, Det, Co 4, 5th Med Bn Lt ‘(Igsazcs)s.c. SMITH,
(23) Detlmdr, Det, 15th Dental Co Lt (USN) J.L. DUGAN (nC)
(24) DetCmdr, Det, HgCo, RLT-26 . 2Lt J.V. MOORE
(25) DetCmdr; Det, CommSpt Co, 9th Comm Bn Sgt K.V, THOMPSON

3, Administration

a. The 10Tmm Mortar Battery, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines and 1st pla-
. toon, %rd Force Recon Co were attached 3 hugust 1966.

b. No administrative probleoms were encountered during HILLTOP VI and
DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I and II. 4 BLT Rear Administrative Center was estab-
lished aboard the USS IWO JIMa. iAdministrative clerks with service record
books and six line addressograph plates were helicopter transported to the
USS IWO JIMi4 from the USS VANCOUVER and UsSS THOMASTON in order to provide
immedinte sccess to personnel recorus for casualty reporting procedures.
This central location of all records proved highly satisfactory for this
purpose. The 0inC BLT Rear maintained daily communication liaison with the
S-1 in the field in order to ensurec accurate accountability of personnel
in the rear, in the field, those evacuated and those returned to duty in
the field. D

¢c. Medical evacuations and casualty reporting were handled in accor=-
dance with the SLF SOr. Casualty cards were prepared by a Collecting and
. Clearing ilatoon Corpsman immediately upon arrival of a casualty on. the
hangar deck. The card was collected by a clerk from the Administrative
Center who then entered the information in a lcg and delivered the card
and service record book to the SLF Casualty Reporting Center.

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED

3 _
A WRCTASSYITED




7 7 7 DECLASSIFIED

= e —————— — — = = = = e

- e

4. Intelligence

a, There were no significant items concerning intelligence during '
the reporting period except for Operation DECKHOUSE III, IHASE I and
II/Operatlon TOLEDO. This period is covered in detail in the BLT 1-26
4fter ALction Report for the above operation.

5. Training. 2LT 1-26 chopped from IF 79 to the SLF (TG 79.5) at 1200H,
2 Lugust 1966. The BLT had arrived in SUBIC BAY on 28 fugust and an active
training program was in progress. This included:

a. Intensive physical conditioning was conducted both aboard ship
and ashore with all indivicual equipment including armored vests. This was
rewarded by relatively few heat casualties during HILLTOL VI and DECKHOUSE
I1TI, +H:SE I and IT.

b, Tanks, ONTOS, 105 Btry and 81mm Mortar ilt were able to fire on
Beach GREEN giving these units the necessary practical experience needed
prior tc actual combat operations. .

all rifie companies were able to move ashora for 2 days and 2 nights
for jungle training with negrito guides and alsc conditioning marches.

de Lue to being in the harbor the BLT was unable to get the helicopter
training which it sorely needed. The first helicopter training received
other than familisrization urglnlng in CONUS with CH-46 hellcopters was
on the day <f rehearsal for HILLTO: VI.

e. On 3 Lugust the BLT 8-3 and the SLF S5-34 made a reconnaissance of
the SiN JOSE irea, MINDORO, IHILIPPINE ISLANDS for HILLTCP VI. '

f. ¥rlans wsre completed and the operation order for HILLTOY VI was issued.
This operation took place from 9-12 sugust 1966 in the SLN JOSE hres, MINDORO,
rHILIFPINES Islands. HILLTOF VI included a vertical assault cf 2 rifle
companies and 2 rifle companics landed across the beach. It was hoped to
get the much nested helicopter training for this BLI during this exercise
by moving a1l units zt least once by helicopter while ashore. Due to fuel
problems aboard the Usy IWO JIMi (L}H 2) th18~hellcopter training was curo-
tailed. Other than the final withdrawal only 2 companies were able to be
lifted during the exercise. However, each rifle company did participate in
a tactical 1lift at least once. &1l communications and fire controel procedures
were exercised and brought several problem areas to light. These problem
arcas were resolved prior to actual combat op:rations. The withdrawal
went smoothly and as it later turned out was a model for ocur "in-country"
withdrawals. Division and Force Recon ¥lts were utilized initially during
this operation in the conventional manner. 3Both units were inserted into
the objective area on D-1 tu gather intelligince information. 4after the .
landing on U-day the plts made their patrol reports and were then phased
back into the exercise as the sggressor force.

4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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6. Command and Comtrcl. This command encountered no t¥oblems in this
ares although the SLF was chopped to IIFFORCEV curing DECKHOUST III,
PHASE II/Operation TCLEDO. The trensition wes smoothly executed and com-
minications were established with an adjacent frmy unit and a higher Army
headquarters with a minimum of cdifficulty. See BLT 1-26 After Action
. Report of above cperation for details.

SR e C—

7. BSnecial Operations

a. During the periods 16-20 4dugust 1966 and 22-29 Lugust 1966 the
BLT participated in Operation DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I and IT/Operation
TOLEDO in the Republic of VIETNAM., See BLT 1-26 After hAction Report for
the above operation for details.

5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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. SLT 1-26 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY (EART II)

(1. SLF Msg 041316Zkugb6 (FragOrder #1 for HILLTOF VI)
A1F 2, SLF Msg 142315Z4ught (FragOrder #1 for DECKHOUSE III, THASE I)

3. SLF Msg 21163024ugb6 (FragOrder #1° for DECKHOUSE III, PHASE II/Cper-
ation TOLEDC)

4.~ hfter hotion Report of BLT 1-26 for DECKHOUSE ITI, PHASE I and II/
Operation TCLEDO, se-29 Qwgee

£, e Op0 Ji0- GCC MILLTAR T (¢Q&?¢Q Sml 2y Ongw.

¢ Jre OpO S22-4c SECKHOUS E 77T (/3(2.“?44) Skl 298357
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HERDQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 1-26 .
¢/o FPO, San Francisco, California 966029ERQC 3/\&“'5
3 /PDR/dac
3121

2 September 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force (cre 79 5)

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I
and PHASE II/Operation TOLEDO

| Refs (a) CTG 79.5 Operation Order 328-67

(b) Maps: AMS L701 6442 I, (1:50,000) X4 BINH GIA
AMS L701 6442 II, (1:50,000) X4 PHUOC THO
- AMS L7071 6443 II, (1s50,000) XA THUA-TICH
AMS L701 6542 IV, (1:50,000) AP BINH CHAU
AMS L7011 6543 III, (1:50,000) TAN TA0

Encl: (1)v Keport of DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I
TaB (a) Operation Uverlay
(2)- Report of DECKHOUSE III, PHASE II/Operation TOLIDO
T4B (a) Operation Overlay

1. This report is submitted in accordance with 1nstruc+1ons contalned in ref-
erence (a).

2. Operation DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I and Il/Operation TOLEDO were two separate
amphibious operations that utilized surfaceborne and helicopterborne assault
forces in both instances. Although the Special Landing Force was placed under
the operational control of COMUSMACY by COMSEVENTHFLT at 241200H there was no
change of operataon title. Direct operational control of the Special Landing
Force was exercised by IIFFORCEV.

3, D-day for Operation DECKHOUSE III, FHASE I was 160900H. PHASE I ended at
201518H. D-day for DECKHOUSE III, rHASE II/Operation TOLEDO was 220800H. At
241200H the Special Landing Force was chopped from COMSEVENTHFLT to IIFFORCEV.
The Special Landing Force reverted to operational control of COMSEVENTHFLT at
282400H, PHASE II/Operation TOLEDO terminated at 291630H.

4. The target area for DECKHOUSE III, PHASE.I and II/Operation TOLEDO was the

coastal lewland of Binh Tuy and Phuoc Tuy provinces. The area was generally an
uncultivated plain covered with dense one and two canopy jungle, secondary brush

and heavy swamp grass.

5. BLF 1-26 Command Post initially was located sboard the USS TWO JIMA (LPH-2)

for PHASE I and II. At 1039H on D-day for PHLSE I the Command Post displaced
ashore to vicinity of LZ BAGLE YS 829714 where it remained for the duration
of PHASE I. 4t 1030H on D-dey for PHaSE II the Comuand Post displaced ashore
to the vicinity of LZ FiWK at ¥S 645700 where it remained for the duration of
PHLSE I1I/Cperation TOLEDO.
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6. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

IIRIEA 7¢ﬂ?
a. Logistics UL'\ WibA ” c(_, figlhisd
(1) Resupply .

(a) Routine resupply was requested by using units one day prior
to its intended use. Whenever possible, resupply was direct from ships to using
units and was programmed to peak during carly morning &nd evening hours. A4s
many as six helicopters were utilized in direct support to provide this ser-
vice. Ekapid resupply was facilltated by simultaneouslstaging of supplies on
both the Li'D and LPH. Turn around time was minimized by making meximum use
of the LiD as a supply source. (The LFD is generally located closer inshore tn

than the LPH).

(b) The BLT CF landing zone alsc functicned as a resupply source,
providing unit distribution by D+1. Whenever supplies were programmed to be
delivered to a unit on the meove and a suitable landing site could not be located,
supplies were delivered and held at the BLT Cr. Two helicopters on standby in
the landing zone could then provide 30 minute service to any unit when re-
guired. Normally, a 4 tc 6 hour lead time must be enticipated for any =~ |
supply requirements other than routine resupply. Examples special equlpmen‘b, .
repair prts, etc.

{¢) ' Emergency resupply was gonerally limited to Class V items
and could be expected to be delivered within one hour.

(2) Maintenance. Organizational maintenance was performed by the
respective units. For items requiring 2d or 34 echelon repairs, wherever possible,
items were exchanged and returned tc the CP or to the ships for repair. This
was usually done with small arms and communications equipment. In the event
items could not be repaired within an acceptable time frame, they were im- ‘
mediately evacuated to repair facilities aboard the LiH.

(3) Bvacuation. The primary method of requesting evacuation was chan-
nelized throuéh the S- 4, to Tac-Log, and then to the Helicopter Direction Cen-
ter (HDC) Units in direct communications with Tac-Log could by-pass the 5-4
to aveid undve delay. In emergencies, any communications system could be u-
tilized to effect rapid evacuation. Houtine evacuees were transported by
first available helicopters. Two helicopters were assigned the missionsas med-
evac helicopters in direct support and on flight-deck alert. Usually these
helicopters would be on the scene within thirty minutes. Eventuslly, these
helicopters remained on station at the BLT CP and were available within 15
minutes. Overall, only isclated and minor problems were encountered involving
the evacuation of casualties.

(4) Transportation. The helicopter was the primary means of tran-
portation between units ashore anc the ships. The M27442 was used extensively ‘
to support resupply in the BLY CP Landing Zone. TFour M2T7442 provided excellent
service. They greatly facilitate the offloading of carge from helicopters.

(5) Salvage. Hecovery of individual equipment from casusalties was ef-
fe‘gdz bg Mtlng the equipment with the casualty, and recovered aboard ship
by ® Unit rebresentatlve. Other items that in any way could be useful to enemy
forces were either returned to the ship for proper disposition or destroyed in
place, i.e., tin cans, boxes, focd stuffs. : (Eg
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(6) Communications

(a) BLT Tac-2 netted all units with the S-4 and Tac-Log. This
communication system proved highly effective for ordering supplies and request-
. ing medical evacuation. Net Control was established in the S-4 Office. Whenever
units could communicate with Tac-Log, supplies were ordered direct from supply
point to unit concerned. Normally, units ordered through . the S-4 and this
proved the better of any systems used.

(b) 4 separate net was also established as backup between the
S-4 ashore and Tac-Log. This consisted of either a PRC-25, PRC-47 or MRC-62.
The MRC-62 was used extensively throughout both operations and proved its worth
many times over. The MRC-62 was helilifted into the BLIT CP. landing 'Zone_ (4pprox-
imately 8 miles inland) by CH-47 CHINOOK Helicopters.

(7) Iac-Log

(a) Houtine resupply requests were normally received vie the Tac-
Log Net or the Tac 2 Net directly from the units or from S-4. Upon receipt of
requiresgnis, the .supplies were_selécfed from pre-staged-duups atocard thé LFD and
LPH, and sent to the flight deck for the 1ift ashore. The normal resupply
. mission was on its way to the beach within a two hour period; emergency resup-
ply was somewhat faster and dependent upon helicopter availability.

(b) Eequests for organic equipment or eguipment which had not been
pre-staged was referred to the units' representative aboard that ship for
collection and delivery to the hangar deck.

(8) Activities of the Ships Platoon

(a) Resupply Operations. The Ships Platoon aboard the LPH car-

. ried out its functions as the resupply working party in conjunction with the
BLT Tac-Log. Upon receipt of a requirement, the Tac-Log forwarded a roquest
form to the OIC/NCOIC Hangar Deck. The Ships Flatoon then filled the request.
As soon as it was ready to be transported ashore, the Hangar Deck notified
Tac-Log by means of a field phone. 4long with this notification the supplies
were sent to the flight deck by means of an aircraft clevator with the request
form accompanying them. Upon reaching the flight deck, the supplies were staged
near the island until the assigned helicopters were available for delivery.
The ship provided forklifis and operators. This system proved to be highly
satisfactory.

(t) Casvalty Handling. Casualties were handled jointly by the
IrH and the BLT. Ships Platoon personnel acted as stretcher bearers on the
Flight Deck. The after aircraft elevator was used to bring casualties to the
hangar deck.. While on the elevator the casualty was stripped of all weapons,
ordnance and 782 gear. This was accomplished by the BLT armorefs, and ships
gunnery personnel. The gear was inspected to insure that all emmunition was
. confidcated, then taken to the BLT armory for appropriate disposition. The
casualty's clothing and personal effects were handled by the S-1 section of the

BLT. , , _
| UNCLESSIFIED |
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(c) ©No significant problems were encountered in the operation
of the Ship Platoon or in the processing of casualties.

(9) Significant Equipment Losses .

(a) The following significant losses occurred as a result of
being dropped while being transported hy helicopter. Salvage operations were
not feasible. The items were dropped in the ocean off the coast of Viet Nam.
The lost communications items were part of two lifts and were secured toc the
M27442 involved.

Mule (M27442) _ -
Chest - BC-5
Switchboard - SB-22
Battery - BB-451
Radio Set - PRC-25 (Complete)
Handset - H-3%3
Groundstake - GP-10
8limbers - LC-5
TS-10 felephone (Component of CE-11)
Telephone - Ti-1 .
Multimeter - URM-105
Lccessory Bag (PRC-47) Complete, includes:
..o -Ant & 05-1320
: MT-27686 - Legs Electrical
Cover, Battery Box -~ MX-4430
Rucksack
Assy Kit PFrame Rucksak
Key Telegraph - J-45
Handset - H-33
Hoadset - H-70C ‘
Loudspeaker - Ls-166/U
Antenna, long wire - AS-1321
Cable Assembly (50 ft)
Cable, S?ecial Purpose - CX-8396
Cable (33’
1 Assy Bag - PRC-25
Antenna - AT-271
Asntenna - AT-892
Handset - H-138/U
Harness - ST-138

3crew§§§gﬁtcﬁ;£;mp S UN@&ASS”F HE

Screwdriver Flat Tip
Wrench idjustable Open End
Pliers Diagonal 4% inch

~ Pliers Short, Round Nose ' : ‘
Wrench Set, wocket
Bag, Tool
Knife, Poeket

_A.LQ\O\_A_L_AO\O\.A{\)[\)
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b. Personnel and iAdministration
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(1) The S-1/udjutsnt established a Battalion Administrative Center

. aboard the LPH on D-1. The Ldministrative Center consisted of the Asst S-1/
Adjutant, two S-1 clerks, each Company idministrative Chief and a UD/SRB clerk
from each company (except 4 Btry, 1/15 - provided an Admin Chief only.) These
administrative personnel remained on the rolls of their respective companies/
batteries. The Administrative Center functioned and operated on a "Battalion
Ldministration" level. The Asst S-1/ﬁdjutant (0IC, Aidmin Center) has "By direc-
tion" authority to sign UDs, SEBs and routine matters pertaining to all units
concerned. Lppropriate personnel records were moved to the LPH with the Admin
Personnel prior to D-day.  The Admin Center was desolved after W-day.

(2) The S-1/idjutant and the remainder of the administrative personnel
displaced with the Battalion Command Post and operatéd in the ficld in accord-
ance with the USMC Staff Manual.

(3) Referemces, Manuals, Orders, etc.

. (a) Central files and orders and directives wore maintained in
the 4Admin Center.

(b) Field elements operated with an absolute minimum of equipment.
hcetate covered waterproof charts were utilized to keep an accurate up-to-date
persomnel .dafly summary of all participating units/detachments. 4 copy of the
operation order and pertinent persomnel and casualty reporting directives were
the only references taken forward. The S-1/hdjutant section "desk" consisted
of a hsnd-made waterproof box size approximately 18" x 24" x 12" which contained
the necessary admin supplies and directives, i.e., memo pads, perscnnel rosters,
notebooks, message books, JAG Manual, casualty reporting cards, pens, and pen=-

‘ cils. 4 portable typewriter was not carried nor required.

(¢) Casualty Reporting

‘1 Casualty reporting was in accordance with CMC, FMFPLC,
9th MAB end BLT directives in 3040 series. 'The casualty reporting center was
established aboard the LPH and consisted of SLF/BLT 4idmin anc Medical personnel.
Since the BLT SREs were maintained in the 4Admin Center aboard this enabled
the casualty reporting center to obtain individual service records immediately as
regulired.

_ .2, 182 gear and perscnal effects of casualties were inven-
toried and safeguarded by logistica and administrative personnel on the LPH

(d) Evacuation. Evacuation of ceasualties was accomplished by heli-

copters. Medical-Evacuces requests were handled and coordingted by the.3~4:in the
. figldamnd thé Tac-log aboard the LFH.

(e) Captives. Safeguarding and handling of captives was coorgin-
ated by the 5-2 and the HgCmdt. Aifter completion of imterrogation all captives
were delivered to the lccal RVN District Chief or as directed by®the SLF Commander.

ol JECLASSIFIED 5 —
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(£) Civic hction. Civic action was coordinated by the SLF Com-
mander and his Staff. BLT Medical and Dental personnel offered their services
to thé nea.rby local village. ' .

(g) Miscellaneous

’

.1, There were no disciplinary problems or incidents.

‘2, There wererno replacements required.

.3 The BLT Chaplain was in the field and moved about and
visited with each unit. ' '

4 There was no personal mail delivery.

5 Guard Mail was delivered and picked up by helicopter
in almeost all instances.

(h) Communications .
1 General

: a Personnel. The number of radioc nets required to
be malntalned during SLP Operations are consitdered to be too numerous to be
maintained by a T/O Infentry Battalion, Communication bection. In many instances
radio operators weére handling as many as three and four nets at a time.

((1)) Tac-Log Communicetions. The requirement for
the BLY communications section tc¢ maintainckhip to shore and ship to ship
Tac-Log communications places a severe strain upon the Battalion Radic Section.
This function is mormally handled at Regiumental level and is not a requirement
reflected in the Infantry Battalion table of organization.

((2)) Radio Communications. Radio communication be- = !
tween TC 79.5 and BLT 1-26 is multiplicicus in that LF T4C 71 and LF TAC Lnn
#2, are parallel nets which are required to be continually actlvatea. One E?ﬂ
radio net is more then adequate to handle the amount of traffic which is passed | =
between TG 79.5 and BLT 1-26. The requirement to establish stations on radio @ff
nets to higher and adjacent irmy units when the BLT is under Army operational ng
control also places an undue burdem upon the BLT kadio Section. el 3
GRS
((3)) Radio Relay. The requirement to furnish per- =
sonnel to maintain the shipboard station of the ship to shore Radio Relay link

was met by utilizing the detachment from HqCo, 26th Marines. This arrangement
proved satisfactory, but in the event thaet the TRC-27 is used these personnel
will not be available to man the shipboard end of the MRC-62 Radio Relay Link.

o L

2 Radio Communications. iadio Communications in general,
were excellent thr(ughoutaboth phases of DECKHCUSE III. The one exception
was the LF T4C #1. The marginal recepticn which occured pericdically on this
net could be eliminated by utilizing the RT-524 on the SLF end of this partic-

ulargeitiiee’ 00000
. 6 !i o
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z :Wire. Wire Communications within the BLT CP posed no

problem during édther phase of DECKEOUSE III. The use of long locals was
prohibited by the nature of the terrain.

DECLASSIFIED ;
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4 Hadio Relay. During PHASE I of DECKHOUSE III, the MRC-62
was situated on Beach BLUE and served no useful purpose because of inability
to lay wire from the MRC-62 to the BLT CP, This inability was due to the dis-
tance involved and the prohibitive naturc of the terrain. The MRC-62 was
helilifted into the BLT CP during PHLSE II of DECKHOUSE III by Army CH-47
helicopter. This proved %o be a more worksble arrangement and functioned sat-
isfactorily except for intermittent periods of outages due to generator failures
and frequency interferences.

5 Recommendations

a That the BLT Communications Section be augmented with
sufficient radio personnel to more adequately maintain the ship and ship to
shore Tac-Log Radio Communication Systemn.

’ b That the SLF 8taff be augmented with Radic Relay per-
sonnel to maintain the shipboard side of the MRC-62 Radio Relay link.

¢ That Landing Force TAC #2 Radio Net be elinminate . or
reduced te a secondary/overload net and nct be continually maintained in the
BLT CP unless a heavy traffic load or poor communications of LF TuC #1 requilres
it to be activated.

te

That a RT~524 be used ocn the shipboard side of Landing
Force TaC #1. :

‘ e That svery effort be made to situate the MRC-62 in close
proximity to the BLT CP. If this is not feasible then the MRC-62 should remain
aboard ship uniil the situation changes or the means to transport it becomes

available.

T. SUPPORTING 4RMS

a. Supporting hrms (General)

(1) Fire Support for BLT 1-26 was provided by a 105mm Howitzer Battery,
a 107mm Howtar Battery, one 5"/38 Destroyer, one LSMR, one Heavy Cruiser,rarmed
helicopters, and fixed wing aireraft from Tth iir Force. During PHASE IT a 5"/54
also was made available to relieve the Hsavy Cruiser.

(2) In Operation DECKHOUSE III, PI.SE I the 105's were landedliover the
beach by boat and the 107mm Battery was landed by helicppter. In PHASE II both
. batteries were landed by helicopter with the 105mm Battery helilifted into pési-
tion by CH-47 THINOCK helicopter.

(3) Missions fired by supporting units included on call missions, beach
prep fires, landing zcnes prep fires, H&I fires, and night defensive fires.

[UncLASSIFIED | . E—




(4) Control of Artillery and Naval Gunfire was passed ashore in DECK-
HOUSE III, PHASE I and II. Control of air remained afloat throughout.both.op-
erations. Coordination of supporting arms was passed ashore however, tat =
was necessary to coordinate with the ship for helicopter safety reasons. .

(5) Terrain was a limiting factor in the effective use of supporting
arms since ground observation was usually severely limited.

(6) With as much information that must be relayed back to the ship,
for coordination, radio relay is essential and plays an important role in this
respect.

b. Fire Support Coordination Center

(1) It was discovered that should contimious illumination missions be
required it is more feasible to resort to Naval Gunfire and the "firefly" air-
craft, in view of artillery's limited basic allowance of illumination.

(2) The PRC-25 proved to be a most proficient piece of communi cations
equipment for ensuring fire support directly available to supported units. ‘

(3) It was repeatedly demonstrated that fire support could be avail-
able and effective to units not having a trained FO with them.

(4) The primary artillery frequency should be in the range of 24.9
to 54.0 if possible in order to utilize the air observer more éffectively.

(5) The most perplaxing problem for Fire Support Coordination invelved
hellcopters in flight. The BLT FSCC had no positive means of knowing exactly
when the helicopters were transiting the firing areas and what their destinations
were. Determined cfforts must be made to solve this one single problem which de- ‘
Bilitates the mission of supporting arms for timely and accurate fires.

c. Naval Gunfire Suppert MN@L&SSHFHE[@

(1) Operaticns

(&) Ships assigned in direct support of BLT 1-26 did not have
cryptographic material that was compatible with the supported.ummhﬂashore.

(b) Ships assigned did not have copies of the Operatlnns order
and were therefore deficient in the knowledge of operations ashore.

(c) One particular ship assigned, reporting towards the end of
e operation to relieve ancther ship, lacked even the CPG 76.5's operation
order which contained such valuable information as cmmeitetdoms: information,
the batwaliion'’s cheokpohod gy send onkl signs of eash supborded unit.  Thik. .
precluded sendlng such informetion as friendly front line positions without cir-
cumventlng the task Loroe. .80 flnd compatible cyypto materlal.
. (d) All shlps thet attended the pre-0perat10n conferencecnn Naval
Gunfire Suppqrt hheld by CTG 76.5, appeared to be most interested in working with
IEQ S4CC andedCC. They all anchored Blose and under the protective- support

' &)
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of assigned swift boats in order %o provide more accurate flrcs. ‘Most ships

were ready to shooh targets within the prescrived doctrinal ¥ime. The St.

Paul, however, did not meintain this aggressive att;tmde throughougi: and on »
. one occasion took 64 minutesito make a ready report one call-fire and
et had to be cancelled
firing would have endangered

DECLASSIFIED

never provided an explanation for the delay. The t
due to a change in frlendly front lines =and any Iat
friendly truops.

&

(2) Communi cations

(2) Frequencies assigned during FPHASE I were adequate; however,
when changed for FHASE II, not all units received the changes and our commun-
ications were extremely limited durihg PHASE IT by the lack of compatible
channels.

(b) Ships a351gneu a primary m1531on, f Naval Gunflre Support .
have two built in FM radios which should be utlllze‘?lf at all possible, 51nce
they are capable of performlng communications relay Wggk with these units, but
cannot be utilized effectlvclv if the circuits are no.'cjmpatlble with their

. frequencies. The following array of frequencies is r@vcommenaed for fb.tu:ce :
operaticns of the SLF.

; 3
spot 1 (pri) 30.0 - 38.2mcs. - (M)
Spot 1 (sec) 2,0 - 11.99mes. (HF)
Spot 2 (pri) 38,5 = 54.0mes. (m)
Spot 2 (sec) 38,5 = 54.0mcs. ™)
NGF Control (pri) 2.0 = 11.99mcs. EHF)
NGF Control (sec) 2.0 - 11.99,cs. gy
SFCP Local - 30.0 - 70.Cmes. (m)
‘ (c) Shlps which are gunfire support shlps seconda ril‘y do not have

built~in FM equipment. The majority have a semblanc f ™ equipment rigged
on board in order to do the job. It is recoumended thHAt the ARG/SLF be al-
located PRC-25's along with RC-292 antennas and appropriate remote units, to
be made available tc the ships assigned Naval Gunfire Support Missions, in or=-
der tc improve ship-to-shore communications in this vital area.

d. 4ir

(1) Communications

(2) Communicatirns between the 4L0O and T.CC was unsatisfactory
and at times non-existen’t for periods of up to 24 hcurs. The deficiency can
be traced to the equipment in TACC due to the fact | 4hat the LLO could raise
other stations aboard .the IWO JIMi on other frequenc S although he could not
raise TaCC. This particular problem with TiCC was a & experienced by the

. unit FiC's. The above problem was allevieted somewhat when the radio relay van
was in operation, however, even this system was unretiable at times due to
inherent generator vroblcms §

i
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(b)) Communic¢ations between the FiC's and ALO were satisfactory

except when the company to which a FALC was assigned was on the move and oper-
ators were forced to us¢ short antennas. , .

DECLASSIFIED
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_ (2) sSupport. The assignment of two direct support helicopters and two
Med-Evac helicopters at the Battalion CP proved to be very successful and high~
ly desirous.. It exped@ged intra-battalion operations. It is recommended that
the Battalion have at least four direct support helicopters available for the
initial hours and the fimml two hours of daylight in order to permit & more time-
ly logistical support of the rifle commanies which are usually on the move until
dusk from early daybresak. :

8. Commander's inalysis :

a. Operation DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I and PHASE II proved highly successful
in imparting sound, combat experience to all the officers and men of BLT 1-26.
The Gombat cepability of the BLT was tested and improved daily. Rifle companiesg
operated over widely separated areas and relied on small unit patrols to adequate-
ly search the area. .Llthough the enemy in both phases was successful in avoiding
any meaningful contact, the experience gained by the individual Marine and the .
BLT staff was deemed invaluable. Fire support coordination began slowly but
improved from day to day. By the conclusion of the operation, the FSCC was
a smooth, well integrated operation. Hesupply by helicopter wes initially a
hap-hazard affair; however, by the termination of PH:SE II the operation had
become quite routine and most effective. The helicopter squadron, HST personnel
and Tac~Log personnel were functicning as & team with a minimum of delay.

b. The transition from COMSEVENTHFLT operational control to operational
control of IIFFORCEV was accomplished smoothly :nd expediticusly. Direct liaison
was established with IIFFORCEV and also with the units of the 173zd Lirborne Brig- ‘
ade which occupied areas in close proximity to our own elements. Radio nets were
established with TIFFOQRCEV forward Command rost and with another adjacent unit,
the 1st Battalion, 503 Rcgt. Personal visits were made to these units on the
grouné and an outstanding working relationship was in effect. For the BLT and
the individual officers concerned this contact and coordination was both pro-
fessionally informative and enlightening.

¢. Although little substantial intelligence was uncovered that would have
been of immediate value to the BLT, it is beleived that the presence of an ITT
team in the BLT CP did give it the capability to exploit any intelligence that may
have beenme available. These personnel are deemed necesgary in any combat oper-
ations of this naturc.

d. Civic action was effected only during PHASE II and primarily controlled
by the SLF staff. However, contact was made with the District Chief snd a Liaison
Group of 1 officer and 4 cnlisted were established at District Headquarters. VWhen
the withdrawal was executem, excess rations and other useful items were turned .
over to the District Chief.

e+ The assignment of 2 direct support aircraft and 2 Med-evac aircraft to
the BLT»dugéaﬁ,ﬂﬂi}ight-hours proved highly successful and permitted units

UNCLASSIFIED j 10 —i
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to be kept widely dispersed and adequately supplied. As previously recommended
wie%t Is believed that a total of 4 direct support aircraft would permit the BLT

to resupply such items as rations, ammo, water at peak demand periods between

0600-0800 and 1600-1800 more expeditiously. The tactical consideration and

not utilization should be the primary consideration in the use of helicopters.
. Water cans should not become & burden to a unit prior to "jump off". It is

fully realized that resupply soley by helicopters has certain inherent disad-

vantages but the need continues to exist to lighten the basic load of the indiv-

idual Marine in this particular terrain and climate to permit him t¢ move rapidly

and exploit any advantage offered. This is tantamount to success, although

often a calculated but necessary risk.

f. Prior to PHASE I the intelligence information received from outside
sources was slightly outdated and the operation indicated the uwnits which had
been operating in the area had moved to the west. The PHASE II intelligence
information was outstanding. Indications were that in most cases BLT 1-26
units were less than 12 hours behind the VC. The VC units operating in the
AOA could not be induced to make a stand nor be identified. The VC were suc-
cessful in either exfiltration from the area or hiding from our forces;
however, it is estimated that he suffersd a major setback ou Operation DECK-
HOUSE 1II, PHASE I and PHASE II/Operatioh TOLEDO which is evidenced by the

‘ list of items destroyed. Noteworthy was a complex of over %00 bunkers, the
destruction of which it is belisved set the VC Operations in Phuoc Tuy Province
back by an estimated six to eight months.

Cerimd,

jk eite MONTI

. DISTRIBUTION:  Special
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3121
2 September 1966

REPORT OF DECKHCUSE III, PHASE 1
. 1. Pask Organization
BIT 1-26 LtCol MONTI
H&S Co (=)

Det, Btry A, lst Bn, 13th Mar (In Tm)
Det, Hq Btry, 1lst Bn, 13th Mar (NGF In Tm)
Det, Hq Co (-), 26th Mar

Radio Relay Tm

Det, Postal Unit

Det, Hg Bn, 5tk Mar Div (Photo)
Det, Disbursing

Det, Comm Spt Co (-), 9th Comm Bn
Logistic Suppart Unit

. Det, Command Sect
Det, MI' Sect
Det, Supply Sect
Det, Maint Sect

1st Pt (Rein), Co A (-) (Rein), 5th SP Bn

lst Pt
Det, Beachmaster Unit-1

. Det, Co 4 (~) (Rein), 5th Med Bn
Det, Collecting Pl

Clearing Sect
Det, 15th Dental Co, FMF

Co 4 (Rein) Capt VELASOUEZ
Co A
Det, H&S Co; 1-26

1st FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plt - t bmwww:‘ﬂzﬁ@

lst FO Tm, Btry A (Rein), 1st Bn 13th Mar
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co &, 5th SP Bn

. Det, Hg Btry, lst Bn, 13 Mar (I\TGE Spot Tm)
Co ¢ (Rein) Capt KAPPELMAN
Co C q!llllliiiiii'
Det, H&S Co, 1-26 :
&.... w"i'*;“;‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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Det, Med Plat
3rd FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Pl%

1st FAC Tm - - .

3rd FO Tm, Btry A (Rein), 1lst Bn, 13th Mar
Sub Unit #1, lst ANGLICO (NGF Spot Tm)
2d Sqd, lst PLt. (Rein), Co 4, Sth Engr Bn
Det, 1st P1t (Rein), Co A, S5th SP Bn

Co D (Rein) Capt WEIINER

Co D
Det, H&S Co, 1-26

Det, Med P14 F
4th FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plat

2nd FiC T - | UNCLASSIFIED

4th ¥ Tm, Btry 4 (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Mar
3rd Sqd, lst P1t (Rein), Co 4, 5th Engr Bn | o
Det, 1lst P1t (Rein), Co A, Sth SP Bn
Sub Unit #1, lst ANGLICO (NGF Spot Tm)

Btry A (-) (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Mar Capt BATLEY
Btry A (~)
Det, Hq Btry, lst Bn, 13th Mar
107mm Mortar Btry (-) (Rein), 2nd Bn, 12th Mar Capt MERRITT
107mm Moxrtar Btry | ‘

Det, Mess Sec, Serv Plt,, Hy Btry, 2nd Bn, 12th Mar
Det, 1st P1%, (Rein), Co A, 5th SP Bn
l1st P1t, Co A (~) (Rein), Sth MP Bn

1st P1t, Co A (~). (Rein), 5th AnTrac Bn 1stLt DIBELLO

1st P1t, (Rein), Co A (~) (Rein), S5th AT Bn 1stLt DEBILIO
1st P1t
Det, Ce Hg, Co & (~) (Rein)

1st P1t (Rein), Co A4 (=) (Rein), 5th Engr Bn 2ndLt DEAR
lst P1t  (-)

Det, Co Hg, Co A& (~) (Rein)

8lmm Mortar P1t (=) (Rein) 1stLt MOONEY

- P ) | ENC§o§ﬁ3E (1)
(EQ
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106um Recoilless gifle 1t (iein) |  1stLt TERRILL

o 106RR P1t

Flame Sec
Det, Med P1t, HXS Co, 1-26

i ] DECLASSIFIED

1st Plt, Co A (-) (Rein), 5th Tk Bn 1stLt LARKIN
lst P1t, 3rd Force Recon Co, FMF Caét JORDAN
1st P1t, Co A, 5th Recon‘Bn 1stLt SPAINHOUR -
BLT R&&erve (Reaction Force)‘ Capt SIMPSON
Co B (Rein)
Co B ¥

Det, H&S Co, 1-26

. Det, Med Plt
2nd FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar P1t

2nd FO Tm Btry 4 (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Mar
Det, 1lst Plt (Rein), Co 4, 5th SP Bn
2nd Sqd, 1st P1t (Rein), Co A, 5th Engr Bn

2, Intelligence

as Terrain:: The area. of Operaticns was characterized by jungle and
. brush covered plains, Elevation varics from 100 to 200 meters until the
mountaincus area of the MaY Ta0 Mountain is reached in the northwest and NUE -
BE Mountains northeast. Several streams are interspersed throughout the
area and these are usually filled to overflow during the month of August,
Lowland areas are flooded and make trafficability poor for ground troops.
Vegetation consisted of one and two canopy jungle, thick secondary brush; and
along the coast heavy brush and swamp grass, 4 dirt road parallels the beach
approximately 1,000 meters inland., The uridge located at coordinates 82%
f13 had been destroyed, It was reported that the trail network in the area
was heavily used but this cannot be seen from the air, Trafficability through-
out.the ACA was fair to poor, '

b. Beach Study

Location: Left Flank: p YS 827698
. Beach Center YS 831699
Right Flank ) YS 833700 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Length and Usable Lengths 800 yds all usab%e.

Beach Width: 70-100 yards (LW-HW). .

Beach Gradients: 1:45

Beach Approach: 0ffshore: Unrestricted,

Rearshore: Unrestricted.

Surf and Tidal Range: Surf of 4' or greater should be expected to occur 4% of
the time in winter, &% in spring, 21% in summer, 10% it fall., Tidal range 8.5
% - springs, ‘ -

Material and firmmess: Sénd, firm in wetted areuns, soft where dry.

Terrain Immediately Behind the Beach: Beach was backed by high dunes 20' and
higher, Wunes are backed by steep bank which drops into a swamp and marshy

area, S.ump and marshy area, extend inland 500-600 meters to low cultivated
rice paddies, Paddies backed by dense vegetation which extend well into the ‘
hinterland, : :

Exits Inland:

1. For troops, BExit dircetly across beach. One foot trail located at
left flank which leads through swamp and marshy area to rice paddies and on
to loose surfaced road, Numerous foot trails lead inland,
2, For wheeled vehicles, No exit off beach,
%. For tracked vehicles, No exit off bewch, = =~ o ®

Enemy Fortifications. None Apparent.

- ¢, Pre D~day Intelligence indicnted the aresn of operations had been under
" absolute control of the V¢ for 1% years, There had been no RVN or Allied mil-
itary operaticons conducted in this area. The 5th VC Division Headquarters,
located in the MAY TAO .Secret Zone, has two subordinate Main Force Regiments,
the 274th and 275th, each with three battalions, The base area in the MaY
TAC Zone, being = major supply and training installation, allows these Main
Force units to operate freely in BINH TUY, FiU(C 1UY, and LKG Kiiid Provinces.
Infiltration routes huve been reported along the coast vicinity ccorcinites YS
814688 to YS 827699. This route goés in a northerly direction, following
numercus trails, to the MAY TaO Zone.: -The base area, YS 820920, believed to
have enough food storage to feed 10,000 troops for one year, Houses on the
beach have either been burned or destroyed., A4ll persons in area were con-
sidered VC or VCS, including women and children. ‘

ENCLOSURE (1)
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. UNIT LOCAT ION DATE WEAPONS
5th VC Div CP S 780815 6Augbb
274th Regt YS 810790 64Augb6 12~60mm Mortars
8-8lmm Mortars
1st Bn ¥S 700755 6Augh6 12-LMG
5=5Tmm RR
2nd Bn YS 815735 6Augb6 3-75mm RR
3-12.Tmm MG
3rd Bn UNKNOWN Assorted small arms
& Automatic Wpns,
275th Regt ¥T 770091 biughb 6~-8lmm Mortars
. 16-60mm Mortars
1st Bn UNKHOWN 10-57mm RR
12-12.7 MG
. 2nd Bn UNKNOWN 18-50 Cal MG
8-30 Cal MG
3rd Bn UNKNOWN . Assorted S/A & Wpns

e, No substantial contact was mide with elements listed above durins the
operations, There was no postive identificoation of any enemy units, Resistance
ashore consisted of sporadic sniper fire,

5. Mission., As directed by the SLF Frag Order #1 for DECKHQUSE III, PHASE I
the mission assigned to BLT 1-26 was:
"Commencing at H and L hours conduct waterborne and helicopterborne amphib-

Qo ious assualt over Beach BIUE, LZ BLUEBIRD and LZ CaNARY to establish blocking
positions in support of 173rd airborne Brigade and conduct search and destroy
operations,"

4. Concept of Operations, The BLT 1-26 scheme of maneuver for UECKHOUSE III,
PHASE T was as follows:

4, Commencing at H-hour land @os 4 and C across Beach BLUE by LVT and
landing craft to attack and seize LF objs 1 and 3; conduct search and destroy
operations =as directed,

b, Commencing at L-hour land Co D in L7 BLUEBIRD to attack and seize LF
Obj. 2, Land Co B in LZ CANARY to act as BIT Reserve/Reacticn Force. Both
units to conduct senrch and destroy operstions as directed.

ce After securing LF Objs 1,2 and 3 and on order, Cos C and D attack and
. seize LF Obj 4, 5 and 6; establish blocking positions in vicinity of LF Objs
5 and 6,

ERCLOSURE (1)
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d, 107mm Mortar Btry to be landed in LZ BEAGLE and set up in firing
position, Btry A to be landed on Beach BLUE and moved inland by LVT to
designated firing positions, anfTracs to remain with Btry 4 as a security .
element, -

e, MI Platoon to be landed w-th 107mm Mortar Btry as a provisiocnal rifle
platoon, TInitially AT Platoon and Tank Platoon to remain aboard ship until
ordered ashore either with their major equipment or as provisional rifle
platoons,

5. Execution
a, D-Day, 16 Avgust 1966

(1) ¢Co C landed at 0900H by LVT approximately 1000 meters to the left
of beach BLUE, . Co A landed at H + 4 in the same location. Shore Party, Beach-
master Unit and A Btry recon party landed at 0810H on the same beach, Due to
an error in the initial landing which situated the units far to the left of the
assigned landing beach, the rifle companies experienced much difficulty
exiting from the beach area, When the CO's Command Group landed at 1039H only .
2 platoons of Co 4 had entered the area immediately bebind the beach on which
they had been landed, The CO who had been on an aerial reconnaissance on 19
August 1966 realized that they had been landed on the wrong beach and im= <7 . . .
mediately began moving Co C-tc the right to get it in position to move inland.
After locating the correct beach, Co C began movement inland. Co i's leading
elements secured LF Obj 1 at 1300H. After arrival of the remainder of Co A,
LZ EAGLE was secured at 1500H and the scheduled helilifts that had been post-
~ poned after the initial delay were continued, H&S Co (~), 8lmm Mortar Platoon
‘and 107Tmm Mortar Biry were all landed in LZ EaGLE by 1900H., Night defenses
were set in and BLT CP established. Btry A came ashore at 1378H and was ‘
in positicn to support by fire at 1515H. 10T7mm Mortar Btry was prepared to
support by fire at 1730H, -

(2) Co D landed at L-hour in LZ BLUEBIRD. By 1027H the helilift had
been completed and Co D moved out to secure LF Obj 2, Co v found an AP mine
of foreign make and exploded it in place at YS 859787. Co B was landed com-
mencing at 1055H and the helilift was completed at 1150H. Co B was scheduled
to be landea in LZ CANARY but was landed at YS 882738 on the edge of a reported
minefield., Upon orienting itself Co B began to move to LZ CANARY to set up
a defensive perimeter and to act as a reaction force. Co D secured LF Obj 2
at 1530H and continued the attack to secure LF Obj 6. 4ll units landed un-
opposed and had no contact on D-day. '

(3) Defensive perimeters were set up and units were located as

follows:
(a) BLT CP - YS 820714 . ‘
(b) Co A - ¥S 824715
e, ENCLOSURE (1)
U v Hikstd
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(¢) CoB - ¥S 866739
. (d&) coC - YS 826725
(e) Co D - ¥S 856789
(f) mS co (-) - ¥S 819715
(g) A Btry - YS 816691
(h) 107mm Mortar Btry - YS 823716
(i) AnTracs - YS 016691
(3) sP and Bi;i - YS 818698

(4) Bach rifle company sent out 2 night patrols and set 2 night am-

bushes, There was negative contact prior to 2400H; however, Co A and Co D

. reported hearing voices cutside their perimeter, This resulted in calling
for and receiving illumination. The flickering shadows caused considerable
friendly small arms firing and a number of grenades were thrown. There was
no eneémy firing directed toward any friendly position., As a result of this
the BLT CO directed that illumination would be utilized only if fire was
being received or positive observation was made of enemy personnel.

be D¥l, 17 August 1966

(1) At 0450H 1 VC was sighted by Co A ambush located at YS 823708,
One hand grenade was thrown with negative results, No further activity was
. reported 2t this ambush site,

(2) Co C continued its advance at first light and at 0818H secured LF
Obj 3. At 0900H Co C discovered a VC camp at ¥S 8157%0. The camp consisted
of 7 thatch huts and contained live chickens, 8 bundles of punji stakes and
4 sets of black pajamas, Co C continued its attack toward LF Obj 4 after
destroying the camp, secured LF Obj 4 at 15%30H. A hamlet, located at YS784
79% wes-discovered at 1824H, The hamlet consisted of 9 thatched huts and con-
tained a hospital with 6 bamboo beds, crutches, bandages and 20 lbs. of rice.
Numerous tunnels were found threughout the hamlet, Due to the dampness 08
the material and lack of demolitions, the hamlet was not destroyed at this
time, Co C continued the attack and secured LF Obj 5 at 1845H.

(3) Co D c