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PART IT

BAGRAT IVE STMeARY

wive surtary contsing only the major everts for the battalion during
Januery. From 1 to 37 Jamuary, the battalion provided C}ompany X for
the @ei‘éma& of Hill B6% vic XD E?') 43 and Company 1 for the defense of HiLl 8848

vic A0 7774%7, Tor the entive month, Company I defended the Red Secior c:f‘ the
Khe Ssmh Cowbat Base perimeter. These cc:empan%s alse conducted day snd night

patzoie to destroy cuemy forces and Ho debect ememy infildration.

2 to 4 January, Cormpany ¥ conducted a sweep operabtion in the vic XD 857 %G8
0%, &6 J50DH on 4 Ja&baary,, Company ¥ gssumsd Lh@ miggicn of Rorimental
d wrevided for a "SparrowHawk® piaboon. From 2 to 4 Janusry, the tnird

Company M was ansignsd the rmission of a combat culpogd vic XD 823496

rw '!:“rcs:a ‘?"3};9 2%Jan mar:y wag the batbtaliones reschion platoon. On 9 Jouuvary,
Ble)y movad to veinforce Company I in the deicmfs- of Hill 881S. Un 21

Jz:m?er;g; the Battelion gasumed operational contzol of the 24 plstuon, Company 8.

gt Azb Mgrines. Coupany B, ?d’&ag 264%h Farines chopped opcon o this battalion

on 26 Juwary snd from vic XD 805445, supnortsd Compeny ¥ in ths defense of Bidl

861,

EX)

2 Janwary 19

an IF :E‘:v:ozi =7 moottod spproximetely & individuals vic XD B41421,
the resstion force was alerfed and manuevered into position To swesp The srea.
unﬁu Efj*mvn 33 lmmntlon uhe 6 were senm lying on the ground sad were challenged,
anwer ; they wers satur~ted with small erns fire. A sweep of the avea

WF4 LtCol XI4. Remlts weve 5 NVA KTA(C).

.".'.i "

A% 1295H, I-1{«}, while on patrol in vic XD 769452, encountered scourate
sutomat ic weepons fire fyom a:;prc;:f:mm:e.z.y 25 NVi, The patrol broke conbtaet snd

calied in 'zw)port ing arms. Resulls wers 1 USKC XTd, 2 USHC WIA snd 3 HNV4 XIA{C),

20 Jenvasry 1968

230, Ya,‘gii‘ OPETATING ON a CONpany SWesh. o3 wos veken under irbenss

fized pesitions vic XD 7734%1. In mamevering to sunport I-% %3 I=% end

"'akr:'fa wader RPG and 50 Caliber five., Upom reaching Objective Two vie
¢ wj z’nce%veﬂ heavy firve from sneny bunkers vic z‘il) T7845%%, I=2

remnined &t vic XD 760450 to securs a rovie Dart

medevac,; a hellcopter crashed and busmed with 3l

5 anproximately 16(0OH, the Baitalion Commane wrowp

"‘i

i‘D

M1 8818 and Inatructed Company I to brosk contalt and return o thas
sefore dark. By 1E0DH, Compang 7 I and Compeny M{~) ware in pe:}s'w: ion W
carry ooF their mission. Remlbe weve 4 USHC KIi, 35 USKES WIA sng
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21 Jemuney 1968

& 003UE, Company X received heavy morters RFG, and emall arms fire, 30 mimutes

igter. spproximately 300 NVA gssaulted the hill, The wire was m&blall} sinseshed
by seppers arwed with bangalors torpedoes and satchc.l charges ssanit troops made
2 smeil penetrazion of the lineg before the attack was repell @ao Remlts were

4 USip z?cmg i1 USKC VI4, 45 N¥4 RIA(C) and 1 EVA POV,

& daybrosk, C‘c’mpany K swept the ares ocuteide the wire. A4 burial detail found
4 wounded WA4; oné of whom died before beine medevacsds Waile returning to the
perireter the detall received a Chilom grensde From sncther BVA who was
sbsequontly killeds Remults were 2 NVA KIA(C) and 3 VA FOW's,

A 2000H; L2 obgserved epproximately 25 NVA crawling oubside their wire. The
eneny unit wae teken under fire with ¥=79°s and LAAW’s, 4 starlight scope observed
meny eachy being carried off. Rew s were 14 NVA XIa(C).

22 January 1968

& 1740H, during a resunply attempt, Compan*y"l gceived ?Gmm mortar roundd.
J,mwe od enemy positions were pounded by artillery end Stmm nsﬂtarsa Bemills wers
§ USEC FIA and 5 USKC WIa

& 14758, Company I spotied gpproxinately 10 NVA in wic XD 777451s They were
saspected of being a forward obueerver tean uged to rocket ¢he Kne Senh Cowbat Bass.
The terget w as well covered by an sir strike followed by an Mtlllefy mission.
Rosilts weve 7 NVa KIa(C),

A% 14458, Company I while being resupplied, zeceived @ 120mm mortar rounds. '
The enemy mortar site in viec XD 773457 was well covered by artillery migsions.
Remulits were 4 USIC KIA, 10 USHC WIA and 7 NVA *’IA(C)

& 1730H, Company I observed marg’ mortar activity at vic XD 783423 and fired
ME0 machine guns and 8imm mortars. ligny attempts were mode hy the NVA to wmoirisve
their vounded and wespons but the ares was neutralized by an sir strike. Remld
wexre 21 BV4A KIa{C), '

24 Jamasry 1068

A&t 1930E, and BVA survended to Company I om Hill 881S. Hs caried a Chisu Hoi
l.ear Lot cmdi after being sssrcned was forwarded %0 the Xhe Sanh Cosbat Bass. Resulie

3
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24 Junurry 1768

A {TO0H, the Khe Sanh Cogt Yase started re~eiving approximately 200 incoming
pookets snd mortar rounde. Tre Fed Sector recoived a tobal of 93 122mm end 130mm
rounds. Resilbs wove 1 USEC KI4 and 4 USHD JIA

26 Jenuazy 1968
i q200H, Gurpany & received heavy tniper fire from vic XD 775445. MO sad 50

celiver five weo retwned on the sniper josition, Resulis vere 1.-USKC KI4, 4 USKG
WI& smg 1 NV4 ;{mc),.

o

& %358, a petrol from Compapy K encountered awbomatic ve~pons fire from
Lg

vie ¥D 800757e he pelrol broke contest and fired 8imm and €0mm nortars on the enemy
position. < sweep wos condiucted later in the day. Results were 2 USKC KI4, 4 Ul

Wik sna © MVA XIA(C).

97 7 0rxy 1968
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. repany K 74 i
,  esults were 4 KVa KIA(C).

& 14158, &b the above coovdinxies Compzny K agnin gpotted 3 NVA nsax « trench
line, 90 csliber fire sabturated the area and an enenmy :oldier wee seen fallliug
from a tree. Results wers 1 F7a FIAL),

A5 P050H, K-2 IP kesxd spproximately 3 enemy spproaching from the northwest,
The IP threw bhsndsrensies and a sveel wag conduchted ab daybresk. Results vere
7 NV XI4(C)o
28 January 19672

A 1650H, encuy positions were gpotted et vie XD 8024/3. Company K tock the
target wader movisr abitack with exce 'lent coverarc of ths srea. Hesults were 2
NTA KZa(C),

29 Janvary 1960

A i220H, during resupplys, Company I received 5 \i0mm morter rounds. 4vhillery
migsions covered vic XD 769440 end XD 768440. Results were 3 BVA KIA{(C).

UNCLASSIFIED

SNCLOSU I {4}

- S s,

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
— = = = = R N

- —- B s

T T T e

-

s iGLASSIFIED ¢

30 Jameary 1968

; &% 22458, 1-1 LP discoverad spproximstely 8 people moving in vic XD TTC4%5¢
I-he P threw % hand gronades and a sweep was conducted of the srea, which resulied
in finding large pools of blood and several lmmsn bones. Resuilts were 7 WVA KIA(C),

%9 Jamzavry 1988

A6 Q915H, Company X [ived 8imm moriary «b a sispected snemy positiom inm wie
3 e . . L o 4 = % Co i *
XD 799444, Coverare of the target was conseldered ewcellent. Remuits were 2 HVA KIis(Cla

A 1690E, Company I conbimmed to receive emipse rvounds during resupply. U-6 was
wormnded in the right log ané was wedovaced. Regults wers 1 USHEE WIi,
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PART I17
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AR TAL LISTING OF SIGHIFICANT BVENTS

Ao COEBT KISSIONS ASSIGHED

s From 1=3%1 Jamsry the mission of the 3@ Babtaliom, obth Merines was %0

do dofense for Hills 864 and 8818, to bave one cempany as Regimental Rewwxve, and

<5 Q
"
o dafend the Red Sector of the Khe Sanh Combat Base perimstexs

Bo CASTAITIES

K1g 24
LA 135

o COIEALD RILAT IONS

figh Hisher Unibtge Feom 1 to 31 Jaimary the battalion was under the
rwl sontrol of the 26tn Merines o Ehe Sanho

O

- With Other ?las"me Um,%,.m For the Qefense of Hills 85% gnd 8313, and for the
f‘c%“ T ‘“‘h@ Red Se 0% m Liwe f\m Sa‘r‘h owbat Base from 1 to 31 Jenuery, the
lol onts sperablionsl conbtrols

c,:.a
si
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:gﬂ
;z-h
M 1A

Bery O, 1etBa, 1%h Marines

Scout/ Saiper Pls, F(gu@:; Qm,n Lavines
Seout Dog Taamg et 1P B

Co 4, 3@ & HQ—‘)

e 1ELPIT (;O ﬂgz 3d -23&: Bn

23015, 34 Tonk Bn

Cp 4y 34 fmbi-Tonk Bn

?G.Pl%@ Go 4s iE 'B.B‘fig, 26th Larines

Co By 24Bx, 26th ¥a-ines

\_v.

o o

Boag B e

=
[14]

&
:

-
[4]
e ot

[l
8 @

3. Wikh gmm/z:z*/ Uaisa, While st Khe Senhs, the battelion did not maintain

e

direct 13,,,11;;031 m_l:h iocal Vietnamsge Forceee ,
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Do COLMUNICATIONS  BLGUTRONICS

redin nete Gernirste in bhe %iBn, 26th Harire s C0G. legimental
znd Lgbball : J;. nets ave geb up in am alterngbe U0C. The wadis sappori
battalion for Khe Ssoh Cowbst Baze is locabted on Hills 869 zad 8818, Fiv vw ok linag
erm-na‘t@ :?.rz the 5dBn, 20%h Pevines COHQ Thoso lines wuply mapid auxiliaszy

ith 26%h Merines Regimental COC, 1etBa, 25th iﬂmﬂuas GO0, &l'Vg GG,
S TFour ¢f these lines are prese ntly in operabion, while the
715y igout dus 0 eneny =0btions

Yirn. Ths normal imlra~baotiallon wire Ffaciliities were installed, congisgbing
lings fyom %6Bn, 26%h Marvines yvitehbhoard $o 265h lerines switehsos »y

th bBarines snd %5 POB, There is also a local 1ine %o Co 4, 3d angrs Boo

1 8818 and 8587 muopoxt perireter eormrmicstion with o switsohboord

]

& b0 enuTy getion veversd mmbennas. thres phonss snd one
Communicet lons wore ndemagte throughout the monthe

B FIIE SUPORY

te Trom 1 8o 31 Jauaxy the ba'talien vae supported by the 1atBn, 158h Marineg.
A heevy welusme of artiliszmy {ive was deliverid in suppeEd of Compeny I on 20 Joouesy

and in defenge of L en 21 Jamnarnye (umpeny X's aucczras;—szl defense of itg
key poeitior vas largely abtrbuted to e fective arbillery coordinabicme

ﬁ,

2o Twwing the heavy rae*.-'*e'i‘; and mrtar o tacks on the Khe Sembh Combel Base o .
nd 24 Jamwery, counier mnirtar fives wers Jelivered «ith good Largst coverssde
BT fires wers bozed on inbeligence yvom ‘he Regimentel 5=2 md S=%

Yo Aix Swoporie

2o Fimgd 56 TE’QQ‘s and 17 alz gtrikos wvere condueted in su pors
of the battallion éux '?,3,‘357‘ the momth of Joarye

{1 } 4 cotal of 959 »ersomal were wodevacsd
(25 Losotal of 954,728 1L of e~ulpment wes branspwwited and 500 troope
Lifted fow Givad deployment s
Yo waie T

el T o . HF [DJ
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%o ncidents.

@&

zs There was 3 Marked incresse in the autber of incidents reported Auniss

the month of Jamary. FHany of these incidents were simiallescale probes of ke

two hillg-061 and )Ehma?&afi aightings of amall groupe of enemy foreess In a3ditism.,

there were geven significant incidents during the montbh. The fivet of thess

occowrrad on 2Jan when an L?r? from I=1 ob ;,ezfvrec‘a gix enemy spproxinstely 20-30 metares

in front of 'me > posibion Tic (XD 841421).. The enemy was taken under five and

when the szea mc,,s checked in the worning, five MVA bodies were founds lster o BV

reporied that one o these had been = IECol in the Neeth TVislnarnsgse drmye. The

noOxXs ,5?'ﬁnificm'£; incident took slace om 19Jzn in the vie (XD 769455) A pavrold

f-om I Company was taken undsr fire f¥v an estimnted eneny platoon in flmd poaltionse

The eneny v:m'w red mt(wwm and RPG's. The patrold withdrew and c:a.lleﬂ in
artillesy ond gunships wesu-iing in 3 enemy Kl The next day Co I moved into the
S92 ares gad agelin wasg :-akefx under fire by an ostimated battalion from XD 773451
and XD 769452, Co T withdrew and celled in artallery snd air strikes. dgaing Go 1

woved iuto ths zrsa gnd was pinned down by intense auto-~wpns, swall griis and RPGTSE,
Inter that affcornoon. combact was £inally broken with 103 emenmy counted deade

Tnat night Co ¥ on Hitl 861 vas atbacked by 200~300 NVA, The ecuemy ubilized
saboe-upns, sigll arng, Simn mortavs. bangsloze torpedoes,; satchel charges and RPG g
ﬁf. 055CH the next worning, the erewmy withdeew leaving 47 bodies lying on the
battlefield along with many we:pons and equipment. Uarly on the morning of the
21%%, Khe Senh cetle under 2 heavy rockel end moritar pitack. Mpprozimgbely 00 ods

‘,«

of €2mm wowtans and 122mn Tockets were recelived., On Ghe ninkk of ‘he 21s%, Co L
obasryed 5-8 eneny crauling in towards the perimeter. They were fekten under fice by

MG 8 ami LagWle, Wiilizing a E‘i‘:alf}i{”ﬁ.u geope, 14 ensmy bodies wera obsorved
being drsgred avaye. Un the night of the 24th, Khe Sanh ggain cafe under an intenss

rockes ,d.fi setillery barrage veceiving spproximately 25% ¥ds of 122mm rockaets and
1350mm grtillery. A% present the enemy is continuing o herrsses the combat bnos
and Hills 861 and 8818 with sporadic mortar/rocket /a:ei:’l.wry fireo.

@

do  Cumlative Totels

ae Hnemy pereornel lossest

NVA KTA(C) 938
Pow (N“M) )

Be Inemy equipment lossesd

IND NS
¢g WPES

£%)

o

de Cn 5 Januacy. Go X found 150 pilecesof brongew ?@ “1’161 2 swords in o cuve
wie {XD %%4.52% These ibems yf:}‘ﬁ&é‘iiv@ﬁ ta the 26th Mg 8 2=%; sad were &
3 3 the Beov villss

\“"

Ko POYEQOGICAL "TAHIARE

% ¥ : o D - = i
lo Thers were no Feylps cenduoted by the JdBn, 28ihliar

o

»q
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Gc  ADMINISTR AT IOE

1o Mo major adminigtretive difficulitiss were enscunisred during the peried
sovered by this reperb. DBeitalion level personnel zecounting continues to ba vezy
effective

He. PIRSOINEL

1o During the month of Janusey, the battelion joined six officers and 174
enligted, while three officers and 114 enlisted were itrangferred. In addition,
31 enlisted were reassigned ovul of country by ssrvice records ag the result of
medionl evacuation.
I. INTITLIGENCE

to  Surmmyye

as ‘lesthsr = The avers e maximun temperature for the month was 76, the
it

2
aversfre minimum was 64%. Averame relsbive humidity was 81%, total precipitation
jas 37" and winds sverared 3 knots fron the east and noxtheast.

3

bo Tewseinm - The tervain in the Khe Sanh grea is very drregular with the
elevshion averaging avound 300 metere. The ve etation consists of 6° to 87 high
alepiant grass on the hilltops and very dense Jungle im the valleys which mekes
for very pour trafficgbiliby.

. ¢o - Avenues of fmprosch = In the Khe Sanh £0; there are two averues of
sprrosch fron the northwest, One crosses the loos/weng Tri border at XD 6653,
continues down the wvalley %o the Riviers De Fao Tmans then follows the river dowm
$o Route M, The obher croises the border st XD 6646 and contimues along the
ridgeline to Hiil 881S. Route ¥ is the msjor easbtowest avenue of apprzoach scross
the A0c TFrow t'w southsast the approgch is the Da Kromg Valley which emters tha £0
at YD 0035 and continues northvest to Route 9 at XD 9241, #n approach fron the
northesst enters the A0 at XD 8557 and runs southwest along the Khe Xa Bal Rivex
to apoimt north of Hill 558 (YD 8245). '

20 IEneny Situstion =

2o Doring the last month, the cnemy hes begum a meseive buildup within
the Khe Sanh AQ which is «5ill continuing. The enewy centinues to move troops and
splies into the 40 from his sanchuoxry in Igps. Thie is muile evident as shown
by the mimereus sishtines made by zerial observers and numerous agent reportse
Capbured documents end the interrogetion of WVA POW's lead to the belief thab the
enemy is pleaninmg to overzun the Khe Sanh Combat Bage thwough the ues of a
devagteting ockeb/arbi. lexy/mortar attack, followed by o ground asssulbe This ie %o
ke aschieved aftsr the enemy has su-cesafully overrun Hill 861, vhiech he will use as
o Jurming off poins for the stbtack on the combat bases

s
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rat. Logigtical m:oo*e‘ ves sebisfactory during Jamisry. There were
empg obbvalining monplies., transgportation, or Icod servi C°ss

hr ]

. 1 : . ghort subnliy
o8 batteries Bi-il O/U

s Trensportation was furnighed by the 9th lictor Transport Batteliom,
through the 265h Herine Regiment (S-4).

Bo Tue Ho the overall s itu;ﬁ;jo"i of the battalion, runs vere mestly
adwinigbrative and made by organic vewiclesn,

do Regupply. In Xhe Sanh residply was sccomplighed by planes and hel icopbers.

Se aintenance Supnor Egintenancse support was furnished by LSU., Khe Sanh
=nd ‘FLE}G*‘A«;A Frnw Bai, rith ca‘t Lafactory resulise

6 Ordnpace Suppori. Ordnsace suopoxt was furnished dy 18U, Khe Sanh end
=Ry

FL3 Pmy Bgi,

2%

7. Food Servicess This uait operat q fie 1
Food was more than setisfactory in m@iit-- and o ‘E:' :
Jarmiary . his anit bhas subsisted on C-Habions rlum tc water rationing. Tnis uwnid's
field mees did not funchtion for the same reasoh.

fo X
[ 3 E

g

9
«sh
=%
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Mg E{{E C ‘w =p LFJ\X.: j 1
talion &34 Sobion hes o Sotel of 58 persoomel. Thses
s:n Emen. ONS Hadiesl Officse and one Chaplain,

D b Tha 248 wes conskls of trenting &l niver madieal and sucgical
pmox,,wmm@ Patients remiving wore sxbtensive cgre were evacuabed to the ;)mﬂ
Modicgl Battelion at Flm Dgie One Sent is boling uesd fov dregtumand '1m ARELoal.
peoblens and adminisbiopbinn, oaz f07 appiys one fom ihe H@m. vel G étwen
quarters, one for the Wefl and Officers quertors end twn for Holding Wsrdes

3. Zuonive Mediecal suoplies weve osbisined from PLSU-2 b Phm Bai.

4o Denbpl. There weve 2o facilitiss for deutal care at the BAS. Pa%ia:r&@
reruring jmum cegre wore meforred 4o the Reglmentel Tantal gt Xhe Sgnb Prilenta
romm"ﬁrg extoengive fonbel cove were evacuated to the 3pd Medical B’x"\“ah@um

imgmaing tzhlets wewe tekem onee @ woek on
alion had thiree confivmed malavis coses

S0 Sanitsticn. Senilzbion reports wore Eeds weelly %@ the Battalion Commandezs
7o Stabigbicss. The following were the sbebisbivs for th@ riod beginning

1Ianb8 ond ﬁ:‘ifl‘: 39Jan 530 : :

DIAGUOSIS - E B, K T02ALS

BURLS & 0 2 ) 8

INTI02I0NS 10 ) a 19 29 &9

DILTRHEA 4] 0 4] 1 Q L

LACERATIONS T ¢ 5 0 1 19

FUO o (¢ 0 0 0 ¥
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