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, PART 1 '
. ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
4. DESIGNATION | COMMANDER
34 Battalion, 26th Marines LtCol J-W.P. ROBERTSON

(131 Dec 68)
 SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company o %s_tLt C. NITZCHE
. ' 1-11 Dec 68)

Ftu; Go.B. MEEGAN
12-31 Dec 68)

Company 1 1at1t R.E. HOOVER
{{-31 Dec 68)
{131 Dec 68)

’ Cmp&ny 1Sth GQBC MEEGAN
o ‘ o {1-11 Dec 68)

i5tit Co ALLEN Jp,.
: {12-31 Dec 68)
Company M ‘ - Capt J- TURRIEITA

)
1

Company

fand

#* {1-11 Peo 68)
. %stm, D.E. CRAWFCRD
) 1231 Dec 68/
ATTACHED UNITS
DET. A Co, sth Shore Party fu {1-31 vYee 58)\
: DAT, A Co, 5th MT By : - {96-31 Dec 68)
- DET, A Ce, 5th Recon Ba ' (16-31 Dec 68)
: DET, C Co, 5th Tank En _ (16-31 Dec 68)
\ DET, B Co, Sthigtyac Bn (1631 Dec 68)
Sem DET, A Co, 5th Engiresvs {1631 Dec 68)
, DET, & Co, .. dngineers (1.9 Dec 68)
DET, .scouﬁ./Sniper Fit HqC@u, foth Mar (1=9 Dge 68)
DET, Scout Dog Pit, 3d MP Bn {1-9 Dec 68)
: DET, ACO, ist Bn 7th Marines (1.9 Dec 68)
: DET: 2nd Bn, 5th Marines o (1.9 Dec 68)
. | | - STAFF OFFICERS
« Ex0 . Mgy HeWo JENKINS Jp,
‘ ) | {1-17 Dec 68)
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Maj W.T. MACY
) (18.31 Dec 68)
S-1/4Ad jutant istit F.D. TYSON
(3 Dec 68)
%stl& D.D. VISNICK
2-31 Dec £8)
Persormel Officer istit F.Do TYSON
(2 Dec 68)
15'@% DnDo VISNICK
(2-31 Dec 68)
S.2 %g‘c B-M. EVERETT
1-31 Dec 68)
5.3 Mgy J.D. BENNETT Jp,
(131 Dec 68)
S.3A FtL&, J.N. SAULSBURY
{-11 Dec 68)
2ndle J.H. WEST .
(12.31 Dec 68) :
S.h 4stlt W.M. MILLER
(1.11 Dec 68)
Capt Jo TURRIETTA

{42.31 Deec 68) -
S.5 %stx» B.M. EVERETT ®

1.31 Dec 68) :

1»’2’5 DEC‘ 66’ -1 -

Capt, DoC> HON
(6-31 Dec 68)

Supo g&p'\’; doS. CONDRY
Fed0 Ly JoA. MARTINEZ
. (131 Dec 68)

“haplain Ly R.L. HENSLEY

(1.3% Dez 68)
AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENG“E

USMC UsN OTHER -
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL_ OFF ENL
50 1229 2 57 0 0
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. During the first nine days of December this battalion was engaged
in Operation "HEAUE RIVER", Tne mission of the battalion, was to set
up along Poute ¥ in the southwest sector of ths Regimental cordon, and
capture or destroy enemy within the vieinity of the cordon. The bat=
talion also had a mobile reserve mission within the area of ocperation,

The enemy in the area of “DODGE CITY" were extremely well dug in.
Buniers were found with reinforced concrete decks, and overheads made
of rallroad ties, rails and covered with zix feet of dirt. This made
it very hard to destroy the enemy with supporting arms. In most cases
it tock a direst hit with delayed fuzes to destroy the enemy’s fort-
ifications. 41t was found that the enemy had to be ferreted out by
individual Marines, using tactics similar to those used during Vorld
dgye II during the Island Campaigns.

As the cordon was slowly being claesed the enemy's tactics became
evident. They would set up their ambushes with mutual supporting bunk-

. ers, in ths treelines and hedge rows that criss-cross the terrain.
N ‘ Our units would prep-fire the areas well before moving, but this would
— do practically noting to the enemy’s well fortified positions. After

the prep-fires were completed the enemy would come back out of their
bunkers and set up their ambushes. Theseambush sites were set up in
areasvhers there were open riee paddies in front, or natural barriers
such as streams. Firediscipline of the enemy was very good. They would
wait until the last momen. wefore executing their ambushes.

On the second and third of December, while the battalion was moving
to close the cordon, they discovered numerous articles of enemy equipment
and food. The battalion was moving toward one of the last strongholds of
the eremy in the cordon. It was later found that this area was the
eremy*s command center. On the fourth day India Company wag taken under
Pire from an enemy entrenched in a treeline in front of them, This re-
sulted ir 2 Marines KIA and 7 WIA, On the fourth of Vecember Alpha

i . Company 1/7wiich vas OPCON to the Bn, captured 1i VC/NVA prisoners. On
the “ifth oi ~wcember, India Company captured 7 PGW's, one was a Chieu
Hoi , Numerous enewy equipment and bodies were found on the gixth of
Deceniber. R Co - : - ‘ '

I
|
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By the morning of the seventh the emsmy was cornered intc an area
about the size of a grid sounare. Thsy had been gradually pulling back
to thisz area to make thelr last zbtand. Every timean attempt to move into
this ares was made it was quickly repelled bty the ersmy. Many veterans
of other wars stated that this was ths filercest fighting they had ever
sean. Lhe fire was so intense that it was difficult tc rscover some
of our wounded. ©n the night of the seventh wolunteer parties went out
to recover the bodies. Armoped persormel carriers were brought in on the
mornirg of the eighth. That morning they made a driwvs into the enemy
positions killing 130 ememy. This seemed to break the evemys resistance.
That afternccn and night a concentrat::? wvosbardment of the srsa was con-
ducted. This was done to soften the area up for the finai drive en the
nirth. The last pushk on the ninth was marked by heavy combat. FEach bunk-
er and hole had to bs checked fsor eremy. DBunkers wers found with enemy bodies
stacked in them.An unknown number of enemy were buried benseath the bomb
eraters and blown up bunkers. DMarines crawled dowr into the tumnels and
found both live and dead enmemy. It didn't %fake leng to make the final
swsep, because we had the momentum and the enemy was on the run. By mid
afternoon the battalion was ready to go home after a job well done.
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On the ninth of December, the battalion was helilifted out of the
Dodge City srea. Immeédiately upon arrival back at the "Rock Crusher™
the battalion commenced getting ready to go afloat. People with lsss
than six months left in country as of i Jamary, were transfersd out of
the battal ion and replaced with new men. A& vigorous grogram of train-
ing was initiated to preparé the battalion for the BLI, On the
20th of December, we were designated sdministrativly BLT 3/26. We con-
timed rehabilitating our equipment to tring us up to TE, A great deal
of work was ervolved in crating, paletizing and banding all of our equip-
ment. At the same time that we wewe preparing for the BIT we continued
to-operate in our A0, Company Kilo and Company lima were deployed into
PPB"s, Patwrols were wun from these FFB's every day and Killer Teams
were run at night, Farticular attention was given to make sure the Rocket
Belt surrounding Danang swas well covered not only by patrols and Eiller
Teams but alse by supporting arms, The battalion also had a company
®BALD EAGLE®™ and a platocn 'OFARROW HAWK". Thege were put on sixty and
thirty mimte stand"b% respectively. YUn the 20th of December, Mike Comparny
-) was moved intc PPB’s to counter an increased threat of attack to Danang.
Cortiruous lisison was made with elsmsnts of 2/7 to effect the transfer of
our AO to them. On the 27th of December, 2/7 moved two companies in, te
replace two of our companiss, operating out of PFB’s, &t 1200 on the 28th
of December, 2/7 assumed the responsibility for the AD. On the 29th of
a ‘ December, an advanced party, to act as guides for the batlalion, were
. helilifted to designated ships assigned to SLF Brave. Afterwards the
rear slemernts of the battalion ccmpleted the move, on 31 Dscember 1968,

B. ADMINISTRATION: Dyring the period 1-28 Dscember 1968, the S-1 ' =
administration was set up in the Danang area, established at Camp ‘

Perdues this included the Battalion S-1, Sick Bay Administration and

the Company Offices. On 12 December 1968, the Battalion began the

initial stages of reorganizing intc a Battalion landing Team, There

was a 50 persent turnover of persommel during the next ten days. All

attached units were joined om the rolls of the battelion on 15 December

1968, The Battalion waz designated a Battalion landing Team on 20

December 1968, and the task organization was changed.

4, PERSONNEL
'NO»: Offﬁc@@rs ‘J@imdzeccoeoﬂoocce(ié)
o, Enlisted Joinedscsocsossocest670)
No, Officsrs Transferedoo:ocnoo-410)
N@o Eﬁl@t@a IP@-nSferéa.eeoeoooa-a(527}

i
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INTELLIGENCE

1. From 1-9 December in the 3/26 "MEADE RIVER" AQ the enemy
situation was 150350 NVA/MFVC and 70 local VC. The strenmgth
figure was predicated on 1 Battalion and local units operating
in the AO, Znemy rorces operating in the AQ consisted of;
elements of the 38th Regiment and lrcal forces of the Quang

Da Spec Sector. ELlements of the 38th Regiment operating in the
AO were the R.20 Battalion, (vie) BT034609. and s-ugport elembnts
of the 1,89 Sapper Battalion. The Q.82 Uampany. VC local force.
and the X.16 Company, (vic) BT000606, had also been reported in
the A0, From 1031 December in the 3/26 Danang AO there were
no ma jor incidents and no large enemy troop concentrations.

2. ENEMY MISSION Fpm 1-9 Dgcember in the ”MEADE RIVE:®
o AO the enemy mission was to attack UsS: and.allied units in
and around the area known as “DUDGE "ITY" alsc, %o supjor:
rocket attacks on Danang and Hoi An aud support village and
hamlet infrastructures. From 10-3i December in the Damang A0
‘the mission of- the enemy seemed to be of a passive mature.
‘The enemy had avoided major contact and relied uwpon minor .
harrassing tacties with a few isolated parimeter probes. Though
We are sure he had capabilities, the enemy seemed content not .
to use them.

3. WEATHER The maximum temperature for this peried was 82°

‘degrees. The low was 71° degrees and the mean temperature was -

77° degrees. Average relative humidity was 78% and rmaniwitastion
-“totaled.§ inghs-. The winig were variable at 6 kmotsy -

4, IERRAIN From {.9 Uecember in the "MEADE RIVER® i0 the
terrain encountered was mai flat, fertile lowlands covercd
by cultivated rice fields. ese rice fields are generally
double cropped causing them to be inundated the majority of
the year. Soils consist of light to heavy clay and there was
- one dominant terrain feature - an old railroad berm on Route
#1. From 10-31 December the Battalion was back in the Dai Ia
Pass cantonment, The terrain in this area consisted of an irr-
egular ground with an average elevation of about 800 meters.
The vegetation consisted of wery thick brush and elephent grass.
- There were many types of trees ranging in height fram 4-30 feet.
Water. is plentiful in the lowlands tmt scarce in the highlands.
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Be AVENUES OF APPROACH Fyom 1=9 December in the "MEADE RIVER®

AO these avenues of approach were the best afforded; the valley
at (vic) ZC476h, the Song Vu Gia River rumming west to east and
the Song Thu Ban Biver (vic) AT9253 which ran in a northeasterly
direction to the operstion 40, Frem 10-31 December, in the

Danang AO the best avenues of approach wers; “HAPPY VALLEY" (yic)
2C1366 running east tc west, the "LITTLE ELEPHANT VALLEY* (yi¢)
ﬁgggﬁ rumning west to east-southeasterly and “MORTAR VALLEY™ (vic)
867,

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY: wamt. .

/'

Totalst From 1-9 December ...oc.:c.. From 10-31 December

VC/NVA KIa g1 vonavcosss VC/NVA KIA .0
POW'E. : =311 Yeosoc0Coe PO’W@S =0
DETAINEES  _g  sesscese.. DETAINEES _g

CHIEU HOLS _1 CHIEU HOIS .9

g e e T

CSWE: A CSWe 20

NECENNOD0C A

=0
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ivil Affairs: The S-5 along with coordinating units, conducted a
MEDCAP on 23 December .

E. Peychological | tions: There were no PSYIOFS conducted during the
ggrioda haweverq leaflet drops as pre-planned were conducted in the Danang

F. Fire Support: In the Hieu Duc AO, supperting arms were used offensively
during the month, Extensive nighttime and daytime H&L's were plotted

daily, Naval Gunfire was used in a general support role as a supplement
to-artillery for CAP units in the AO and ARVN engineering teams comstructing
rocket barriers.

1. Total Expenditure for December

a, 105mm 12,587

b, 155/8" 4,217

o B2 1,159

d. 8imm 1,268 o
e. NGF 649 R

.. TRQ —

G. Logistics
1. Gepsral. Logistical support was hindered due to lack of equip.

ment in supply. Transportation and food service were satisfactory.

a. Transportation was furniqhed by ist Motor Transport Battalion
with sstisfactory resultsf

N UNCLASSIFIED
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b. BRasupply and troop movemsrte have been accamplished by izt
Motor Tramsport Battelion apd helicuw..: > during the month of Dec.

¢, Maintenance support was trrnished by FIC and ist ¥oK, vanang.
Maintenance support has been adequare during this reporting pericd.

d. Ordrance support was furnished by ASP-1 and ASP.7
satisfactorly.

\ . The Betw‘haliem subgisted on - and "C¥ rations for the
month of Dec, Foew service waw satisfactorye -

H, COMMUNICATION

1. Magsace Canter. During thaf‘ first part of December, messages wWere
picked up from and delivered to the 26th Marine Regimemtal Communications
Center; Pick-up was made three times daily except whem oriority traffic
was received., gn Operation ™EADE RIVER® = {st Marine -wgiment provided &

 zourier service from the field.

A message center for BLT 3/26 was established aboard the USS Tripoli
‘ on 29 December 1968. Messages are picked up every two hours from the
SLF Hessage Center and from the SIF Tac log, unless notification of
priority traffic calls for a more hasty delivery.

2, Rgdie During most of Dscember, radic nets terminatsd in the coc,
The COC was also up on the Regimental Tae Net, The radic section es-
tablished a relay site on Hill 55 during Operation 'MEADE RIVER®, and
operated on ist Marine Regimental Tac and on an administration net between
the fire base and 3 Battalion, 26th Marines. On 28 December 1968, the
SIF.Tae Log was activated for displacement to the USS Tripoli.

. Wire and Redio Relay The wire lay-out for the Rock (rusher area was
. eft intact for the comvenience of Battalion 2/7 and BLT 3/26 rsceived
§ like item replacements for slectrical fixtures left in place:

Radio Relay was set-up during Operation "MEADE RIVER® from ist
g::ine Regiment's Alpha CP to the fire base of 3d Battalion, 26th
ines. .

4, Geparal In recent cperations in our AO it was found that relay stations
were often required to maintain communications with units in the
field, It can be expected that this situvation will occur any time -
the battalion has an areas of operations in mountains or thick canopy.

. , . Page 41.0f 24 pages
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I, MEDICAL_DENTAL

1. Personne). The Battalion Aid Station has a total or 56 persomnel; corn-
sigting of 53 Hospital Corpsman, two Medical Officers and onme Chaplain. In
addition, for the deployment, the Battalion Aid Station also has a total

. of 15 Hospital Corpsman attached to supperting units.

2. Capabilities This Battalion Aid Station was capable of treating
211 minor medical and surgical problems. Patients requiring more extensive
care were evacuated to ist Medical Battalion, NSA Danang, and the USS

Reposs. At the present time. the BAS 45 utiliizing spaces aboard the USS
Tripoli (IPH10) for sickeall, administration, and berthing. Our supplies

are being drawn from our i0 day mount out blocks, On the beach, the BAS

was utilizing one hardback and one tent for Medical Supply, which were adequate-
The BAS i responsible for evacuating seriously injured or ill patients

from the cperation site. i

3. Trgipine The Hospital Corpsman received elassroom training and
cn-the-job training under supervisiom of the Pattalion Surgeon and the
Chief Hospital Corpsman on field medical techniquesand most diagnostic
procedures.

4. Daptal The Dental facilities were provided for by the ist Dental
~ Company, On board were one Dental Corps Officer and one Lotsoer wpvuitaudan.

5. Male=ie Peaphylaxets Chloraquine-Frimagquine tablets were taken
once a weask, '

6. iitation Sanitation reports were submivieu vv ~wets.sun vVommander
on a weekly basis with recommendations few imfrovemgnt.
7. Statistice The following statistics for the month of December are:
DIAGNOSIS H&S INDIA KILO LIMA MIKE OTHER TOTAL LAST REPORT
CONCUSSION 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00
STOMACH PROBLEMS 06 02 02 01 03 00 b2 09
LACERATIONS if 04 03 OF 06 027  3b 29
DIARRHEA oy O3 02 04 06 01 20 21
EAR PROBLEMS 05 06 03 03 G2 0D 19 16
DENTAL 06 07 ol 02 ol 00 23 39
. . EYE PROBLEMS ok 03 08 06 oy 00 v 28 i5
. UPPER “RESP INE 05 05 07 06 08 . 00 31 23
: ¢ FEVER UNK ORGIN 0z 0t 07 06 04 00 20 0%
- " 'LEG PROBLEMS -~~~ 05 03 03 06 02z 00 19 13
a - FOOT PROBLEMS 11 09 06 i2 07 00 s 58
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ARMS PROBLEMS 02 00 oo 01 02 00 05 22
- INFECTIONS 235 13 15 19 16 02 88 47
INJECTIONS 45 50 95 27 31 il 119 - 5%
VENEREAL DISEASE {0 03 o4 07 05 Ot 30 17
SCHRAPNEL WOUNDS 00 02 04 00 00 01 0l - ob
MALARIA 00 00 o6 00 00 00 0d C00
BLISTERS 00 o g2 - 8 @G 00 11 . 08
. IMMERSION FOOT. 91 Ob g2 03 02 00 12 10
'HEAT EXHAUSTION = po 00 6. 60 o0 00 00 00
HEAT STRCKE 00 00 60 00 D0 00 00 00
RETURN VISIT 37 4 23 32 23 03 159 99

OTHER 50 53 iy 3 62 00 258 b7
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J, Training. The following training was conducted during the month of
December .

i, Replacememisrecaived by the battalion were thorcughly indoctrinated,
in accordance with existing directives and battalion SOP for troop
indootrination. In additiom. they all fired their weapons for familiari-
zation.

2. Fopmal and informal classes were conducted on general military
subjects on a ccmﬁang level.

3. Hogpital Corpsmen received classroom and on-the=job training under
the supervision of the Battalion surgeon and the Chief Hospital Corpsman,
on field medical techniques and diagnostic procedures.

1, Kia - 23
2z, WA . 67
3, NBC . 16

(2 Q N e
" ba VY an W

_ ing the month of Derewhew {4 worship services were conducted. At-
terding the services were 635 men,

8. A special worship service was conducted on Christmas Eye, which
included the reading of the Christmas stery and singing of carols. The service
was followed by a Christmas party for the men and a gift was given to each
of them by Santa “laus.

b, Catholic mass was conducted on Christmas Evs by Chaplain ORCURKE
and the Christmas vay Mass conducted by Chaplain HORVAT. These two Chapiains
provided Catholic coverage for the battalion during the month. Catholie
and Protestant services wers provided to CAP units 2~i-f and 2=1-6,

¢, A Memorial Service for 30 KIA from "MEADE RIVER" operaticn was held
10 December with 750 men attending.

d. Hospital visits wers made to all 3/26 patients at fist Med and NSA
Hospitals. .

e, The brigpsisonsrs wers visited during the month, and gifts of health
and welfare items were -given thew Ciristmas Day
" f. The Division Chaplain’s meetings wers attended weekly.

g. Counselled with ten men in the office and cthers as they were met
in the field. :

- h., The local orphenage at Phu Thuong Than was visited several times.
- Items like salt and sugar were provided: A jeep and trailer was supplied
for & rice run to Danang. _ S
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FART III .
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

02 December' 1968
At 0755H, while on & sweep, Iw:l*“a Company &is@weretﬁ 2 bunkers
and & tunnel ir wie of BT00B673, Continuing to sweep the ared, India
discovered & hocenr in wie of 5'10055750 The tummal, ‘bamker ana hoogh were
destroyed. ‘
At 0800E, Lima-2 discovered a bumker, in vie £ AT995573,
which was constructed of railroed ties, railroad rails and engineer stakes.
1t slso contained the entrance to a tunnel complex with & reinforeed
concrets deck, Later in the day at 1000H, Lims.3 fourd the casing of
& 5001b bemb which had been stripped of its internal parts and explosive.
The casing was booty trapped and engineers wers called to destroy. it.
At 11158 in (vie) of BT004576, India found 03 Tunnels and
04 bunker reinforeed with steal and 01 hooch, Within the camplex they
found 02 blasting @a%.q 2 3/%1bs of C-lh, approximately 7001bs of rice,
‘& South Vietnamese LD card, a USMC I.D. card and a Geneva Convention
card (U5 type). The complox and all gear were destroyed.
, Continuing to sweep between coordinates BT007576 and BT005577, Indis
‘ disecovered the foilowing gear during ths vemsivder of the days 12 rockets
‘ st:1l in their containers; 03 busae rounass Of GSMC neuist; Ve warneaas :
fer a 75mm recoiless rifle; 0% khaki uniform . Of pair of utility trousers:
0i civilian suit, 01 pair of wurglassses: 01 parachuter 0i frying pan: 01
mosquito net; 0% raincoat: « L zerub brush: 0f bandoleer of M-16 magazines;
01 M.26 bocky trap and 02 gas maskes.
¢ <230H. the b&%@]i@@ found the following 1a vie of AT997377:
03 demolished houses with reinforesd tunkers, 06 povvies of pesas, 01 AK
magagine, 13 M-16 magasines, 04 M.16 bipod, 0L pack and 01 £flak jacket.

03 December 1968 . :
A¢ 0120H, 0y VC mtt@mmtad 16 cross in front of Kilo's wositdon
and wag spotted through & g?ﬁmiﬂght seope. The eremy was byrought
under small arms £irs and gremejesz. Results: 01 ¥C KIA (C).
Ay 0215H in {vic) Bf@@lyﬁ@ Kilo gpotted 2 VC by using a
starlight scope. <hey opensd fire on the $wo VC with small arms end 01
VC rell. Checking the area out at Tirst light, the body of 0L VC was fourd.,
: At §0BOH. Ajpha sripped a “hiloa ‘b@aby trap in (vie) ofaAT997s587, '
womﬂing 02 URUC p@r«*mm@L
At 06300 in {vic) of W’Gi)i@‘?s@ Kilo discovered 01 bunkar containing
 approximately 1(iCibs of rirce. The vice and bunker were 6@%?:?03?@&0

04 Decembasr 1968

At 09508, Ingis began recsiving sniper fire from a treciine.
Results: 02 USHC KIA; o7 USMC WIA.

At 1400H. Alpna, while gearching out a bunker, located in wie
of AT99658L , vaccived Ob rounds of small arms fire. One CS grenaae
. ~ was thrown intc the bunker and 06 pesople came out. Rogults: 06 detainees:

03 pisto?;s saptured . Uh\ @{L[QSS
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At 16208, Alpha, while Ssarwhing & bunker in vie AT995586, cap-
tured 05 VC/IWA Resultz: 05 weapons and 01 Chibom captured ,

05 December 1968 ﬁ

At 0730H, India received 01 Chieu Hoi in wie AT014585.,

At 1000H, Idma, conducting a ssarch of the arve irﬁ vi@ of B'I’005591g
captured and found the following: 07 POW's; 02 bodies; 0L Chﬁ. Com machinegun:
01 pouch of documents; 08 bunkers and 1100ibs of rice.

During the period betwgen 1300H and 1700H, 07 bodies of USMC persornei
were found by India in 'wie f 37011584. Alse found were; 01 AK 47 and two
magazines; 02 ChiCom grenaces: 01 case of SKS gmmunition and 02 bodies of
enemy soldiers in graves. Documents and weapons were sent to S5-2; rice
and bunkers were destroyed.

At 1630, Hotel was checking a bunker in vie of BL005585 and -
found 02 VC hiding thers. One VC tried to escape and wa shot; the
other VC was taken prisoner.

At 1900H, Alpha received 05 sniper rounds from the southwest to their
rear, One USHC was seriously wounded . :

06 December 1968
At 0815, Kilo, while on a sweep 31 vie of BT011584, found elec- .
trical equipment for lighting and comm systewm equipment. This ineluded
U1 volitage regulator, 01 coil, 01 amp meter and 0f electrical switch.
Also found was the body of 0f female VC.
At 093CH, India, while seerching a bunker complex, f@und 01 bag
of rice, 02 pair of black trousers, 01 LAAW, 03 womens ‘blousesg 01
khaki pair of trousers, 02 60mm mortar wounds, 03 RPG rounds, 01 M.16
and 17 VC bodies.
At 1030 to 1700, India, while searching out a bunker complex in the
ic of BT013587, found 0% LAdifg ,03 sets of documents, 02 ChiCcm gren-
ades. 09 VC bodies one of =1 . R medical officer and medical
gear . :
At 3600H, Lima, while on « search and sweep in wviec of BY008596,
captured 0f VC with 01 AK_47. The man was taken into custédy and held
until removal f;&m the area . -

07 Deeember 1‘968 ‘

'At 0700H, Delta spotted 02 YC moving teward their perimeter vie
of BT0{2588 and opened firs on them. A check of the area revealed
f=" - ‘~rge amounts of b"lood ard a enemy light machinegun in excellient
R RN« PX

At 0830H, a fire team size patrol from Alpha made contact with an
enemy force of unknown size armed with a machinegun and an M.79, A
reaction force was sent out to reinforce the fire team and they got pin-

ned down, Artillery was called in and maintained to suppress the enemy
fire, PResultsz 8 USMC KIA, §» USMC WIA: {6 NVA/VC KIA Ew);,

| ®
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07 December 1968 : '

At 1015H, Delta came under heavy automatic, semi-autcmatie, and
Boi0 rockét fire, Fire was returned with orgenic wezpons and artillery
until the etemy fire was suppressed., Hesults: €6 USMC WIA.

. Ap 11370 in vie of BTO1059%, 01 USMC personnel was hit in the
left lsg by a stray sound from a fire fight to the northwest. v

Ay 1000H, Hotel received smiper fire from an unknown mumber of ensmy.
Fire was returned with 3.5 rockets, Results: 01 ¥C KIA(C) -

At 11508, Indis found 02 VC bodies in wie of BT023602.

- Ay qhlsH 01 USMC persomnel was shot ama kililed by a sniper round
<o throuiz the neck, This occurred in the vie of BT009607.
‘ ¢ 1550 to 1800, Hotel received heavy awccmatic weapons and small
armg weapons fire from enemy dug-in buavers awd grider holes in the vie
of BT004598 to BTC0660L, &0mm mortar firc, 3.5 rociet fire and small
arms weapons fire was returned. Results: o4 USMC WIh; 06 VC/NVA KIA(C)
01 AK47 and 02 Mo60 machineguns,

At 1830H Hotel spotted a bunker ir viec of BT0041598 and fired O3 -
rounds of 3.5" roeket fires at it. Two enemy ram from the bunker and were
brought under fire. Results: 01 VC/NVA K1a{C),

, ' At 1540H, Hotel received 01 incoming grenade. Fire was returned with
small arms. Resultss 01 USMC WIA, o

- . Ay 234sH, Kilo took 03 female VC priseners ir vieg of BTo09601 -
Prisoners wers transported to 5-2 for disposition.

08 December 1968 - . ,

4¢ 0030 in the (viec) of BL005601, while in & defensive position
one of India’s persomnel was hit in the left side of the chest. HNesults:
{ USMC WIA; - _

~ Ag 02008, Hatsl observed enemy movement near bunkers in the wig,, .
of -BT005600, Hotel brought the erssy under fire end searched the areq ~
out at first light, Results: )2 MVA KIA(C)¢ 01 B.4O rocket launcher; (2
B.40 rockets; 191lbs of rigce. ' ’ '

At {300H 4n tle wiec of BI0OBSOL, Xilc, whils in & defensive
position, began to rezeive enemy small arms fire, lThey wers unable to
peturn fire because of frisndlies in the arc:, Resultss 01 USMC WIA,

At 1400H, Alpha, while sweeping morth in the wie -of AT998598,
discovered twelve reinforced bunkers. Jeven bunkers cuatained 19 enemy
dead: a contimuatior of the sweep revealed 16 more enemy dead due to small
arms. Also found were 30 spider traps and fighting holes. A misging radio
ard gﬂﬁé were found, During the sweep, Alpha recovered all of their KlA®g
arﬂ - 81 » : : .

From 1120 to 1630E, Botel sweeping in the vie .f BT003599 to BT0036035
received heavy small arms fire and actomatic weap.:s fire from enemy dug-48
bunkers end- spider holes. Fire was returmed with organie weaﬁms and fixed
wing air support was ealled in, Sesultss 05 USMC Kli. 94 USMC WIA; 3%

VC/RVA KIA 77}; 01 Detainse: 04 M.16°= cavtured : "
| UNCLASSIFIED
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08 Dgcember 1568

At 1650H in the vie of BI005605, while moving north in the
attack, lima received i.-as grom an estimated 8 toﬁ;)a VC/NVA in eg ix;oocgd
and the surrounding area, Fire was returned and Lima maneuvered toward
the enemy.. Resulfm; 05 USMC KIA; 09 USMC WIA; 05 VC/NVA KIA(C); 01 AK.47
captured: and various items of 782 gear. _

At 1935H in vie of BT007605, while in night defensive position,
Kilo-2 received 01 round of friendly incaming. - There was & check firn
zalled . R@SUitsg OE‘USMC ma ’ . .

At 2310H in wic of BT005605, lima Cempany CP detected movement -
of 03 VC/WA, They vook ensmy under fire and threw 02 M.26°s, 0% VC/NVA
was seen flying throgh the air, the other two ranm, 'Results 01 VC/NVA KIA(C), /

09 December 1968 i ’
7 At 0020H 4:. vie of BT005606, Lima-1 spotted 02 VC/NVA n&wing
to their north. Thev tock the enemy under fire, Results 0i VC/NVA KIA(C).

Ay 080OH in vie of BI005606, lima-{ was hit by friendly air :
strike. Hesultss 04 USMC WIA, - o

'On 09 Dec at 0830 H in vwie of BT009607, 'RU’s with Indis deployed.
Results: 02 VC/NVA KIA(C): 0o M.16 ; 01 radio captured. ‘

At 11308 in vie of BI009607, Kilo, while sweeping north, uncoversd . -

~and took under fire an unknown size enemy force. The area was checked
thoroughly . Results: 30 VC/NVA KIA(C); 01 POW, 02z SKS pifels; 02 U»iS.
45 Cal pistols, 04 Smm NVA pigtol, 01 Mo79, 01 Mo16, 01 AK.p7, 04
ChiCom assault weavon. 25 ChiCome, 782 gear and numerous documents. -

At 12450 in ¢ig of BT009607; India started on sweep. Results:
found 07 of India‘s MEA'g, ‘ "

At 1230H in wie of BT002608, Hotel engaged 08 enemy in trerich-
lines and spider holes and fired small arms and hand grenades., Results:
02 USMC WIA; 09 NVA KIA(C); 03 AK_W7°sz 01 SKS; 7 AK magazines; 630 AK
rounds; 07 ChiComs and various documents captured .

At 1300 in vie sf BY005608, lima-3 received fire from their
direct front fram 02 V€. They returned fire with ¥-16 and M.60. Results:
02 USMC WIA; 01 VC KIA(C). 01 VC POW,

At 1310 in vie of BT007608, India found 02 VC making booby traps.
They were taken under fire, causing them to trip their cwm booby traps.
Results: 02 VC/KIA(C),

At 15308 ir vig of BT005606, & man was shot by a sniper. Marines
wer- unable to direct fire on the sniper due to friendlies in immediate
srea, Nesults: 01 USMC WIA, -

At 1700H, Barkeep located 05 U-So perscnnel who were KIA, These
personnel wers not from Barkeep arnd appeared to have been kiiled
several days g@i@ﬂ% I.Do gould not be verified but it is believed that
the 05 were USMC personnel from Wonder Why Bcho, The srea of recovery
coincided with the last known position reported by WWE.
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09 December 1968 : . S .

At 1730H ir. wie of BTO05606, lima-3, while in defensive position,:
saw 01 VC coming towards their perimeter, Ilima~3 opened fire with M.16°s,
Results: 04 VC KIA(C), .

At 18308 ir. vis BT009607, India, while on & sweep looking for
MIA's, came under fire fram both .30 and .50 cal. India returned
fire and pulled beck casualtiss. Resultss 04 USMC KIA. 40 USMC WIA;

o7 USMC MIA. | .

At 2200 to 03008 ir. vis of BT003605, Hotel observed a small
group of enemy approaching their lines, Hotel fired small arms and
threw 05 M.26"s, Results: 04 NVA KIA(C); 02 AX.47°s w/bayonets, Ob
AK magazines, 14 M-16 magazines, maps and documents captured.

10 December 1968 - _ ' ‘

' Bstween 10-15 Dacember 1968, the battalion was reorganizing for
designation Battalion landing Team 3/26, Companies contimued to
patrd A0, during this time. No contacts were made with the enemy.
Jo significant events took place- '

16 Decembsr 1968 _ ‘

‘At 1108 & recon insert withii. Bpn AC -bserved 5 VC/NVA moving

' NE across a ridgeline . vie of ATB14795, wearing green utilities

shirts, bush covers, aua pasks., An AQ was called and worked over the
area. Results were unknown, o

At 1900H a KT from company L wic AIB93746 heard movement
to their front., The movement continued around to & positien to
their rear. KI detonated a ~laymore mine and opened up with 5/A fire.
Search conducted at first light revealed @2 soft covers, and §2 hand .

' grenades, ' '

24 December 1568 : ' R

At 1530H a patpol from Company » discovered wreckage of an F.b
Phantam Jet ir vie of AT892743%, Wreckage was scattered over an
ares of 1PYP meters, Pstrel found @1 parachute in trees not cempletely
unpacked, @1 fiight terminal map dated 250ct68 to 25%cv6B, and §2 air- !
craft manuals, i"a@se items were not burnt. Maruals auu maps recoversd.
There was no ordnance mor human bodies in site of wreckage.

22 December 1968 , ‘
At 0925, a patrol from cmpa%. "L" heard sporadic firing in

(vie) AT931731. Also observed a CH.H3 taking groumd fire from just

south of above grid. Area was swept "/neg results, Lo
At 145H a patrol from Company L came under intense S/A fire

from Vilkb in wie 1T 925726. emy was estimated to be of platcon

‘size, While attempting to maneuver on enemy the vatrol was. alse taking

rounds from friemdly CAP unit and had to withdraw. Regults of eontact

. wore @ﬁ KIA USN, '
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25 December 1968 ' ‘

.On the evening of 25 December 1968, ii. vic of AT887767 BKK.3 .
observed enemy forces. and took them under fire with M.i6, M-79, and
M.26°s, Bimm iilumiration was called in, Visual check of ares pro-
duced neg results. Sightings “ere reported again at 2205H and taken under
fire by same meanz. esults: Negative., ' \

26 December 1968 A

At {PP¢H received reports fram villagers” wic AT924768 thes
many YC had entered their Village the previou. nig.t between

- 24¢f and GuggH. The villagers reported chasing the VC away. BE.2

was ~otife-l

sy 15458 BEK.2 heard movement in thick bush wvie ATB66794. The
mtrol challenged movement then cperied up on the area with S/A, Due
to the density of bush, search of the area was difficult and produced
negative results, _ : ,

28 December 1968 . E
At @2¢¢H on 28th December 1968, 2/7 took over the Battalioms AD,

29 December 1968 - : ‘

Advance party went aboard ships to act as guides for the rest ¢f
the Battalion Landing Team. o

31 December 1968 : _
The rear elements completed the move aboard ships.
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PART "IV
_SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS - -
‘e MFPae0 575080 a
ME(CG, 1st MarDivO 34.80.14
CG, 1st MarDivO 30§68

26th Mar Fragd 35-68
F55 [o6th May Frag0l 36-68
;:“}2 i ééth Mar FragQ 37-68

2-22_Jo6th Mar FragO 38-68

2-%7 §26th Mar Frag0O 39-68

2- "5 \J26th Mar FragC 40-68
~IE 'i st Mar OpOrder 315-68 (Meade River) \
7 —3d Bn, 26th Mar OpOrder 2-68 (Mpade River!
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