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1, fLff§_IGNATION. 

PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

)d Battalion" 26th Marines 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

H&B Company 

Company I 

Company K 

Company~ 

DET (• A CoB 5th Snore P&:r-t.y i:lrJ 
DETD A Co,. 3Ua M.'r Bn 
DET" A Co . 5th Reeon B."'i 
DET, C Co: 5th Tank fin 
DE'!'~ B Co: 5th ·hntl'a© ~ 
DETo A Co" 5th Enginee.i:'S 
DET~ A Co,~ > d!:ngineers 
DET D Scout/Sniper Plt HqCo~, ~ i)-r,:l Mar 
DET ~ Scout Dog . P"lt 0 )d MP Bn 
DET o ACO • 1st Bn 7th Marines 
DET o 2nd Bn ~ 5th Marine~ 
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C<H1ANDER 

LtCol J oWoPo ROBERTSON 
.· <t ... Ji Dec 68) 

tstLt Co NITZCBE 
(i,.;U Dec 68) · 
tstLt G oBo. MEEGAN 
U.2=31 Dec 68) 
1~tLt. R"Eo HOOVER 
(:t"":H Dec 68) 
Capt FoLo FOX 
(1=)1 Dee 68) 
istLt G ~Bo MEEGAN 
<1=11 p~ 68) '· .. 
brtLt C ¢ ALLEN Jr: 
(12=31 Dec 68) 
Capt Jc tURRIETTA 
(1=11 Deo 68) 
tstLt DoE o ~WFORD 
(12..,J1 Doo 68) 

M&j HoW o JENKINS Jr ~ 
(1""17 Dec 68) 
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~j WaT,. MACY 
<t&.:31 Dec 68) 
istLt F .D~ TYSON 
(1 Dec 68) 
~s'tLt. D ,D? VISNIC.K 
(2.Ji Dec 68) 
istLt F cD.,. TYSON 
(1 Dec 68) 
1st. Lt. Dol> o VISNICK 
C2 .. 31 Dec 68) 
1 stLt BoM, EVERETT 
<1 .. :31 Dec 68) 

Ma.J J oDo BENNET'I Jr, 
( lc::·:31 Dec 68) 
tstLt. J.,N~ SAULSBURY 
< t .. u Dec 68) 
2ndLt JoHn WEST 
{].2.-,)i Dec 68) 
1s tLt W oM., MIILF.;R 
Ct ... u Dee 68) 
Capt Jo TURRIETTA 
( 12.,31 Dec 68) 
istLt- B ,M ~ EVERETT 
( 1·~1 i)ee- 68) 
tst..l4:. G DURAN 
(t..-.5 Dec 68) 
Capt D.,C, HON 
(6 ... 31 Dec 68) 
C4pt J oS o CONDRY 
~ i...-)1 Deo 68) 
Lt. J .,A. MARTINEZ. 
<1~.31 Dec 68) 
Lt R,L"' HENSLEY 
(i_""j1 Dee 68) 
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PART II 
N.ARRATIYE STJ'MMARY 

J!.)OO 
12 Jan 1969 

lL During the first nine day@; of December this battalion ·was engaged 

in Op:f:l.t<ation ~i!i'IEZ.:JE RIVER"< 'fh~ mission of tha battalion 0 was to set 

up a'iong Route 4 l.n the southwest sector of the Regimental cordon~ and 

capture or destroy enemy within the vicinity of-the cordon. The bat= 

talion also had a mobile reserve mission within the area of operation. 

The en~my in the area of '~DODGE CITY•• • were extremely well dug inc 

Bunkers war-~ f'ound with reinforced concr--ete de~ks,; and overheads made 

of :raill"oad ;=.ies" rails and covered with six f'~et of dirt~ This made 

it very hard ti(J> destroy the enemy with supporting arms., In most cases 

it took a dire.ct hit with delayed fuzes to destroy the enemy 6 s fot-t

i:f'ications, It ~1.a~ found that the enemy had to be ferreted out by 

irrlividual Marines(' using tactics similar to tnosa used during vJorld 

~lar II during the Island Campaigns~ 

As the cordon was slowly being cl~~ed the enemy's taptics became 

evident., They would set up their auibt~-~h.es wit~ mutual supporting bunk

ers:, in th~ treelines and hedge rows that crisS=cros$ the terrain, 

Our units would prep=fire the areas well before movutg 0 but this would 

do practically notl1lng to the enemy~ s well fortified positions o Attar 

the prep...;fires were c-umpleted the enemy would come back out of their 

bunkers and set. up their ambushes. Tbeseambush sites were set up in 

a~~ea.s v.h.ere there were op&:on l":l<!e paddies in front,, or natural barriers 

SL\ch as streams< Fire dlscd.pline of the enemy was very good" The:w· ~·.suld 

\>jait until the last momen~. a::.rore executing their· ambushes,. 

On the second and third of December, while the ba.ttalion was moving 

to close the cordon" they discovered numerous articles of ene~ equipment 

and food, The battalion was moving toward one of the last strongholds of 

the enti'Jmy in the cordon. It was later found that this area was the 

enemy fi s command center., On the f<?urth day l:'ld ia Company wa e taken under 

t•ire from an. enemy entrenched in a treeline in front or them , This re.~ 

s:ulted in 2 Har-ines KIA 'and 7 \'fiA,. On the fourth of December Alpha 

Company 1/'fowtd@li\ -.vas OPCON to the Bn 9 captured 11 VCfNVA prisoners, On 

the ~ifth of -~cember. India Company captured 7 POW!s~ one was a Chieu 

Hoi ,, Numerous &Mlly eq~ipment 'and bodies were found on the sixth of 
DeCI§lli~lf.. ! . ' ' . . -·· ~ 
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Bjr the morning of t.ha ~·~:''tfH'!.th the en5my was corner·ed into an area 
&b©\.2~~ f..h{~ Si!<;<& of a grid ;sq\l:~re, Tb~y ht'Ji.d been gradually pulling back 
t.o this arE,a to nt..ake their:· h :«t sta:rid ,. Every time an attempt to move into 
thi:s art'J8i was ml!lde it was qu:!.~;kly re;pellec C,. the enemy~ I~n:y veterans 
of other wa:!fs ~Jtated that this was the f:ler,c:est .fighting thfly .had ever> 
~e~n,. The ti:c.~ was. so intense that it was diffi.cult to re~over some 
of our wo1.H1th:d o On th€< night of the se'\"e.:nth volunt®e:t> partie:s went out 
to recover thoe.1 bt:die~ o Armol;"ed personnel carrie;:t's were brought in on the 
morning of th;;11 ~ighth., That :morr>.ing they made a d't'iv~ into the enemy 
position~ k:lllin.g t)O ~n<9!my, 'l'hi:t> seem~~ to 'break th<!! enP.!mys resistance., 
'f'.hat aftet'll"llO~!n a~nd night a Cloncentrat;<~'~ Ot1Lflbardmant or th~ ::,r·,."Ja. was con= 
dueted. 'l'h:'!.s was done to soften the area up fcrr the fina:i drive on the 
ninth. The last push Ol1 the ninth was marked by he&VJ ~t:;Oillbat,. Each bunk= 
er and hole had to be checked fM" enemy, Bunkers were found with enemy bodies 
:~taeke1 in th~mc A-n rrnknown numbt~r of ei'lle>My l-Tere buried be:'leath the bomb 
Ct'af.eJr;s; and blown UP bunkers"' M'a.rines craH1ed down into the tunnels and A 
founrl both live and. dead enemy~ It didn~t taka long to make the final ~ 
sweep 0 bl:!cs.use we had the momentum and the enemy was on the run," By mid 
afte~noon the battalion was ready to go home after a job well donee 

: i . l ,'~··' 
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On the n.i.nth of Der~ember ~ th~ battalion ws:s hel:U.ifted oo.t of the 
Dodge City area" Immediately upon at't>iva.l back at the "Rock Crusher" 
the battalion commenced getting ~eady to go afloat~ People with less 
than six months left in country a$ ot i January r. were transfered out of 
the battalion and l!"eplaeed with new men, A vigorous program of traino-, 
ing was initiated to prepare the battalion for t.he BLT,. On the 
20th of December a we were de signa ted ~dministrativly BLT 'J /26 o- We eonc., 
timed rehabilitating our equipment, to bl"ing us up to TE., A great deal 
of work was erwolveci in e:r-ating 0 paleti~ing and banding all of our equiP= 
~nt ,,. At the same time thlllt W® we~ plt'~paring for the, BLT W.e continued 
to operate in OU'lr' AO"' Company K:llo a,nd Company Lima were d~pleyed into 
PPB~~~ Patr©ls were run from these FPBf~ ~very day and Killer Teams 
were run at night,, Parti®lar attent:l.on was give;n to make SW"e the RoeJket 
Belt SUrTOillhding Dan&ng was well ©Wered not. only by patrols a.nd Killer 
Team$ ~t al:§l© by ooppo:F.ti~ a:nr.~, Tn~ batt&liron al$o had a company 
"BALD EAGLE" and a platoon SPARROW HAWK'0"' These vera pt.rt on sixty and 
thirty minute standby respectively., · On the 20th of ~~ember 0 Mike C~f\Y 
(=) was moved into P'PBes t© c;ounter- an increased threat of attack to Danang., 
Continuous liaison was made with el~m~nts or 'i/? t.© ®ffe<Clt. the transfer of 
our AO to t,hem" On the 27th of lJa.©emoor~ 2/1 moved. tw·t) ©mrtp&nies in,J to . 
~epla©e tw© of oo:t' ©ompanie~" oPelf'ating oot .. or PPBfls, At· 1200 ©n the 28th 
©t ~eember 0 2/?' ~-~·~.m<ed the responsibility for the 1.0" On the 29th of 
Dece:mber 0 an advanced pa:rly;) to act a1:1 guide~ tor the batta1ion 0 were 
helilifted to designated ship$ assigned to SLF ~avoe Afterward® the 
rear element~ of the battalion can:pleted th~ moveo on 31 December 1968 .. 

B. A@_]ISTRAT!Q!g During the period 1.~~28 December 1968, the 5,1 
administratio_n was set up in the ~mng area,, establilShed at Camp 
Perdue r this in~luded the Battalion S,i" Sic:k Bay Administration and 
the Compaey Offices.~ On 12 Det:l6mber 1968~ the Battalion, began the · 
initial stag~~.\\\ of :rr~S~organizing into a Sattallon Landing Team, There 
was & 50 pe:t>c:~nt turnmer of per:somel d'W'irtg the next ten days., All 
attached unit.:~; were joined on the rolls of the battailion on 15 December 
1968., Tne Battalion wa~ de~ignated a Battalion l&nding Team on 20 
Deeembs!" 1968, and the task Ol"ganization was changed., 

1" PERSONNEL 
No.., Off'i~lfs ,Join®d.," ~ "",.,., _, o" c, ( i6) 
No,, Enlisted Joined!:<:>')., a 1) o., "" o ~ ) (6(0) 
Nrt~., Of'ricers Tl'ansf'ell."ed.,., o" o ,, c ",.(10) 
No, Enlisted Tr8>.n~fereda" ,, "o o, e ,? (527) 
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C.. .INTELLIGENCE 

1-~> Frear 1<»9 December in. the 3/26 "MIADE RIVER• AO the enemy 
situation was 150 ... 350 WAfMFVC and 70 ·local VC~ The strength 
tigure was predicat.ed "'n 1 Bat.t~lion·.ard -local units operating 
in the. AO, ,Enemy f'orces operating in the AO consisted of: 
elet11ents of·.the J8th -Regiment ~ ~c..cal forces of the Quang 
Da Spec Sector.. Elements of the J8th Regiment operating in the 
AO were the R...20 Battalionu (vic) BT0J4609, <tnd 81q)port el~ts · 
ot the T~89 Sapper Battalion~ The Q..tJ2 ~.,;~~ VC local rorce9 
·and _the X..:t6 Company~ (vic) B'l'000606~ had also battn reported in 
the .A.Oo From 10-Ji December in the 3/26 Danang AO there were 
no major incidents and no large enemy troop concentrationse 

. 2~~> El~W .. MISSION F.rCIIIl· 1-9 December in the "MEADE RIV&~• 
AO the enemy .mission was to attack UoSe am-allied units iYI_ 
and around the area . known as "DODGE ~iTY"" alsc o iu aup:t:O? ·;; . 
rOcket attacks on Danang am Hoi .1& am support ril!age aD!I 
hamlet infrastructures"· Frcm 10.,3.1 December in the Damng AO 
the miss~on ot- the enelllJ seemed to be of a passivEt natura .. 

·. 'lbe &n&m\Y had avoided major contact and ''relied 11p0n III1Dor . 
harrassing tactics with a few isolated -perimeter :probes e 'Dbough 
we are sure he had capabilltiese the eJ181111 seemed content not 
to use them., 

J.. wEATHER T:be maximum t~erat~ for this period was 82° 
degrees., ·The low was 71°_ degr~s a~ ~he !ll&an taapH"&ture vas .· 
7?0 depoees.. Averag!t relative humidity vas ?8~ ~"T. ~-i.,..H.ation 

-"'totale~t"i' ·i~_o'''··· The Wtms: wer,e-.var~e at 6 ~· ·. · 

4., TE.RRAIN F'rom 1 ... 9 lJecember in the "MEADE RIVER• 1W thf!l 
terrain encountered was Jllain!v nai., fertile lwlanls C<W£!.'ed 

·by cultivated rice fields., These rilie fields are geDera1ly 
double cropped causing thaa to be immdated the majority ot 
the year. Soils consist of light to herny clay and there vas 
one dominant terrain feature ... an old railroad berm Oil Route 
#t.,. FrQil 10c.31 December the Battalion vas back ill the Dai I. 
Pass cantol'lllent, 'i'he terrain in this area consisted or -aD irr
egular ground tdth an average elevation ot about 800 IIBterrih: 
The vegetation consisted of ·very thick-brush am ele.pbant grass .. 

-· .'lbere were~ types of trees rangirlg iD height fioat 11-)0 t'eiet.., 
Water. is plentiful in the lowlands bpt scarce 1n the ldghlards. 

Page~of~es 
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5, AVENUES OF APPROACH Flftn i=9 Deoember i:n. the "MEADE RIVER• 
AO thef!e awenue~ ro>f approa©h w~re the best afforded~ the walley 
at (vie) ZCt764 0 the S(,~ Vu Gia River ~ west to east and 
the Song Tbu Ban River (vie) AT9253 whieh Jr>an in a north•sterly 
dill"ection to the operation AO? F:ra11 10,.31 D~cembel" ~ in the 
Dalllavg AO the best avenues of approach were:; "HAPPY VA..IJEY• (vic) 
ZC1366 rwrmill'Dg east to west~ the "LITTLE E!.EPHA!iT VALI..Er.• (vie) 
A'1'8,585 running west to easf..,southea~St&r'ly and "f10RTAR VALLEY• Cwi©) 
A'l'846.7 .. 

C<l'lMAND CHRONOlOGYg gpnL, 

o o o,", ., ., • , DETAINEES ,Q 

CHIEU HOIS ~1 

T11'1C .,22 
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Do Ciyil Att),irsg· 'lhe S=5 along with coo-rdinating uni~s~ conducted a 
MEDCAP on 23 December.,. 

E.. l:iixchglagiMJ Opentionsg There .were no PSYOPS conducted during the 
period o howevel" Q leaflet drops as p:re=planned were conducted in the Danang 
AOe 

F. Fire Syp,pgr:t~ In the Hieu Due AOo supporting arms were used offen1:dvely 
during the month o Extensive nighttime and daytime H&P s were plotted 
daily~ Naval Gunfire was used in a general support role as a supplement 
to·artillery r~ CAP units in the AO and ARVN engineering teams constru~ting 
rocket barrierso · 

1 o Total Expenditure for Deeember 

ao i0.5mm 12,1.58? 

b. 155/8" 4 0.21? ·; . ' . .. ~-

1o159 

e~ NGF 649 

f., TPQ 

1, GAnaralo loglsti~al suppo~t. was hind.a:red ~ue to lack of eq·uip· . ., 
ment in supply,. Transportation and food ss:rvice were satisfactO'ry,. 

a.. Transpol'tation was furnished by 1st l'vlotor TranspOll."t Battalion 
with satisfactory results c· · 

··~ 
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b" Resupply and tr>oop 1\WVeM&flt~ hav& been accemplished bY i~t; 
l1ot0l' Transp~t Ba.tt~lion apd helic;.., .. ,,.,,,..,, .. -" d'll!"ing the month of De~., 

c~ Maintenance :supprort was r·,,,..nisbed. by FLC 'nd 1st ,ii'::,~o uarumg. 

Maintena:nce support has- been adequar"" du't"ing this reporting period. 

clo Ord:r.anoe suppot>t was furnished by ASP""l and ASP ... ~ 

satisfactcr ~ o 

!!!)_, Th~ B~tta~.:..ioo .;ubd8ted ® /" and .. C\" rations f@t' the 

mooth ef' D~©O' J~ .&;~©~ ... ~&U~~.©t©l!ey; 

H". CQIVJMUNICATION · 

L Messa'' Cantm:,c During thJ first part of DeCJember 01 messages were 
picked up !'rem and delivored to the 26th Marine Regim~ntal CQT ... a~micatiotts 

Center; Piek.,up was made,. thlree times daily ex.e~pt wllil• priority traffi~ 
was received~ Vn Opel"ation "MEADE RIVER"' 0 1st M&rine --~gim.ent provided a 

~ourier service from the fieldo 

A message center> fe!t' BLT 3/26 va~ establitjhed aoocnd the USS Tripoli 

on 29 D&cembell" :JL968o Messages are pi~ked up 8Wey' tw~ hours fran ths 
SLF 14essaga Center and from the SIP Tac Log'> unles~ notification of 
priority traffic calls for a more hasty daliveryo 

2. Radio During most of Dec~ber, radio nets te:rminat<~ in the COCo 

The COC was also up on the Regimental Tac Neto The radio section es= 
tablished a relay site on Hill 5.5 durir.g Oparation "MEADE RIVERtll ~ am 
operated on 1st Marine Regimental Tac aid on an admini,stration n(!J)t between 
the fire base and 3d Battalion~ 26th Marinese On 28 DecembeJr 19689 the 
SLF Tac Log was activated .for, disphetsmilnt to the USS Tripoli., 

i 

3 o Wire am &dio &tlay The wirt; lay=OIIlit for the Rook Clt"usher area was 

left intact !'or the comrenienoe of ~ttalion 2/7 am BLT '3/26 received 
like item replacement~ for electrical fixtures left in placeo 

Radio Relay was set=UP during OpeJVation "MEADE RIVER" frail 1st 
Marine Regiment 6 s Alpha CP to the fire ba:stJ of ')d Battalion 0 26th 
Marines .• 

4~ G•n§ral In recent Qpe~ations in oar AO it was found that relay stations 

were often required to maintain c~mmunications with units in the 
field., It can be expacted that thl~ situation will occur any time 
the battalion has an ara~ of operations in mountains or thi~k canopy~ 

tS mn 
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I. MEDICAL,J>ENTAL 

i.o ~.~ The Battalion Aid Station ha~ a total of 56 personnel; coy,_,., 

si~ting of 53 Hospital Corpsman,.. two Medical Officers and one Cbaplai·n, In 
addition,) for the depl~ent" the Battalion Aid Stati<?n also ha® a total 

.. of 15 Hospital Corpsman attached to supporting units o 

2~ £MU1biUtiea This Battalion Aid station was ~apable of treating 
all minor medical and surgical problems, Patients requil"ing more extensive 
care werE) evacuated to 1st Medical Battalionv NSA Danali!gv and the USS 

Repose~ At the presei!llt timero the BAS is 11tilbing spaces aboard the USS 
Tripoli (l.PHtO) for sickcall 0 administrat~oni} and berthingc Our supplies 
are bel ng drawn from our 10 day mount out blooks ·0 On the beaeh 0 the BAS 
was utilhing one hardback am one tent for Medical Supply~ whieh were adequate o 

The BAS is ~esponsible for evacuating seriously injured or ill patients 
from the operation sitae 

3~ Trainine The Hospital Corpsman ~eceived classroom training and 
cn=theojob training under supervision of the Battalion Surgeon and the 
Chi$! Hospital Corpsman on field medical techniqu~and most diagnostic 
procedures~ 

4~ Dffl)tal The Dental facilities were prwided for by the bt Dental 
Company., On boar'd w&re one Dental Corps Officer and one 1..,4·~-- ~~"'-..uH.L.,;;.uut., 

1)o ~1 ... - 4 .. Pt".~..2h&la.x .. ~.. Chloraq'td.ne=I?rimaquine tablets were taken 

once. a W®®ko 

6o .§anUati® Sanitation reports w,re submh.~EiU ""' ....... ~.~ ....... m '-'ommander 
on a weekly basis with recommendations f@i:l :)i)741Pf©'i'~~.,.. 

7" Pt&1:il)tit\S. The follwing statistics for· the month of .December are~ 

DIAGNOSIS H&S INDIA KILO LIMA MIKE OTHER . TOTAL LAST REPORT 
CONCUSSION 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
STOMACH PROBLEMS 06 02 02 01 03 00 14 09 
LACERATIONS u 04 03 o~,' 06 02 ·~· 34 29 
DIARRHEA 04 OJ 02 ~· 06 Oi 20 21 
EAR PROBLEMS 05 06 03 OJ 02 00 19 16 
DENTAL 06 07 04 02 04 00 23 39 
EYE PROBLEMS 04 OJ 08 06 04 00 ;•:' 25 15 

.. ·.· UPPER ·RESP .INF: 05 05 07 06 08 00 :31 2:3 
.. FEVER. ~K QRGIN 02 Oi 01 06 04 00 20 05 
'·LEG 'PROBLEMs·.·. 05 03 03 06 02 00 t9 13 
FOOT PROBI..EM~t u 09 06 ].2 07 00 45 58 

e 
?age~©f~age® 

4iii8iiilt 
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ARMS PROBLEMS 02 00 00 Oi 02 00 05 22 
. INFECTIONS 23 13 15 19 i6 02 88 47 
INJEC'riONS 45 ;o 33 27 )1 u 119 594 
VENEREAL DISEASE 10 OJ ()4. 07 ()'_5 01 30 17 
SCHRAPNEL WOUNDS 00 02 01 00 1.00 01 04 04 
MALARIA 00 t:(}l() 00 ocr 00 00 00 00 
BLISTERS 00 ~ 12 ~ 03 00 u 08 

· IMMERSION FOOT. 01 04 02 0:3 02 00 12 1l.O 
HEAT EXHAUSTIOl~ - 00 00 ()(I 00 00 00 00 00 
HEAT STROKE 00 00 00 00 ()0 00 00 00 
RETURN VISIT 37 41 2) :~2 2:3 (Y" 159 99 ) 

OTHER 1.;.0 5:3 54 h) 62 00 258 47 

·· run~~©~~~$~W~~IDJ 
':;) ', .· 

' 
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J o !raining~- The following t:r,~ining WM> ~omuelted dmring th0 month of 
December, 

L Repl&cemel'l'W?X"'&-ea--ived- ey,. the. b&tt.alion were thoroughly indoctrinated 9 

in accordance with existing dil·ootives and battalion SOP for troop 

indoctrination" In svddition" they all fired their weapons for familiari"" 
zatiOllk 

2, Formal and informal chsses were conducted on gen~al military 

subjects m a company level. 
)o Hospital Co.rpsmen ree~ived classroom and on~the=job training under 

the· supervision of the Battalion· surgeon and the Chief Hospital Corps:ma.n~ 

on field medical techniques and'diagnostio prooedureso 

Lo &tta]'ioyn Chjj¥p1ldljl · 

During the montJ-. ,..., D~:'"'"".._"" t4. "Wtl:il"ship services weN comu.oted ~, At . ., 

tending the se:lfVie~~ 1W®E;® 635 ~llll~ 

a 0 A speoial worship seNiOrtll Wa$ conducted on Christmas Ever whi~h e 
included the reading of the ChristmaSJ stoey and singing of carols~ The service 

~as followed by a Christmas party ::tor the men and a· gift was given to each 

of them by Santa ~lauso 
b, Catholi© mass was conducted on Christmas Ewe by Chaplain O'ROI).RKE 

and the Christmas.ua.y Mass conducted 0, Chaplain HORVATo .These two Chaplains 

pl"OVided Catholic coverage for the battalion during the ~ontho Catholi~ 

and P1rotestant services W®re provided to CAP units 2=1=1 am :-oi=O(> 
o ~ A Memorial S®Mrice for 30 KIA from ~E RIVER" operatl r;·•\'s ..was held 

10 December with 7?0 men attending~ 
do Hospital visits twere made to all "J/26 patients at i~t Med and NSA 

Hospital~~ . 
e, 'l'he brigprisotnl)!:":j were Vi$itM during the m.ontho and gifts of health 

al'ld welfare Jb.~ wr~~ -giw®l\'1 :~]'l~ ~H1f;1®~~ ~1 
· f o The Division Cb.apU:ln u $ metttilnglli lffjJI'e attended weekly o 

go Coonselled with ten :mellil in the office and o~hers as they were met 

in the field o 

h. The local orphanage t~.t Phu Thuong Than W&$ visited several times c 

Items like salt and su.gar ~are provided;, A jeep and trailer was supplied 
for a rice run to DaMJng b ' 

,./f 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

02-Dee:ember ~968 
At 0755H" while on !l ~ep!l lll'ldia Compa.ltlY diseJoverecl 2 bunkers 

and a tunnel i:t "¥1© .,r BToo~6?Ja C©ntinu:ing to sweep t.he are&'r Imia 
dis©O\:"Gred a bO{I}f.:lfi :ll.l!'i "Vi© 1.t B'!'0055'15o 'l'ne t~~a.lo ~or ana hoooh were 
destroyedo ' · 

At oaooH ~ tw ... 2 dis~.: wax-ed a bunker D in w:il.@ it A+99.'55?lo 
which was eonstru~~d of railroad tieso l"ailroad ~a~ls a~d engineer stakeso 
It also eon.tainro the entrance to a twmel ~omplex with 14 :r'einforced. 
ClOncr·ete deck, Latel!" in the day .at 1000H 0 :Lim&,.,~ found the easing of 
e ,500lb bomb which had been $tripped of its internal parts and e:X:plodve o 

'the casing wa~ bo<?bw tll"apped and engineers wert& called to destroy- it. 
At tUSH in {vic) of BTOOI;;J.j'{~6;) India found OJ Tunnel~ .lind 

Oi .bunker reinforced 1Flitlh st.,e.l and Oi hooeho Within the complex they 
found 02 'blasting e;a~s 8 2 :3/4lb~ of C=4" appro.dmat~ly 7001bs of riGe 0 

a Saath Viet~se LD., caro" ~ USMC LDc CJ&lf'd and a G~m*va Convention 
card OLS" type)" The compl~x 4tnrl all g®ar weJN!l destroyecL 

Continuing to ~eep between if::Oordina.tes BT007576 and BTOOS.577 o . India 
d b~ove.ifed the f'olla'Ji:r.g g~a:r tdlmo:fu.~ tllit® l?~i.m®l? ©lf th® dil.:f~ :1!.2 :t>@@~t~' 
st-:;.11 in their containers:; :0) b\iaua•• .. ·ouoos:> «)JE. DS.MC neJJfiE~'L\l w; warneaas 
fc1• a 7.5mm 1f@l~oile$s lfiflen;: 0~ ~;haki un:ifol:"m, (()ji_ pair of utility trooser:5~ 
01 civilian &'Uii\,:, (fi pair ~f 1'i1ll'llglat;:;~®$:J Ot parachute.~ Oi frying pan~ Oi 
mosquito net; Oi !"&ineoat~ '-l iS~:t>~b hlf'1l!~h; 01 bafidcleelf oi" l'>L16 magazines:;; 
01 ~26 booby t:rap and 02 gas !h.a.Sk@., . 

At i:2')0IL. th~ ~@.~~li@OO! fotmd the follcml:lt'!g iful W'i@ '>f AT997577 g 

03 d@Molishecl ho~l!S®~ wi;(l:.Jl! cei:nfc:¥1"©ed wnk®l"/S!., 06 I)O"t;l..A.6S or pea~., 01 AK 
mall:azine~ li.3 H.=16 lV'.&ga;J;i:ne~" Oi :\'LJl6 bipod, 01 paek and Oi f'la.k jacketo 

OJ D'E!e;e:mber 1966 
At 0120H,, 01 VC 4>1.tt~l."fUptad to ci"oss in ltt'ont ot Kilo" s \Diosition 

and was ~pott!'.'ld! t.IU"oug;h a S;itill.J;"'light :3cope" 'I'ha enf;}my W&:i.i 'binougtt 
Ull'lder small arm~ f5L'.T'0 &nd g:f'\'&lruid~.J:·< Results~ 01 VC KIA (C) o 

f~t 02t5H in <-t>id B1'00:ll,579(' Kilo spotted 2 VC by using a . 
starlight seop~ ... .?fli\~;y o~n~ t~~ ·«.m tla~ 'i:1.9fJI VC with l!!m&ll arms and 01 
VC f~lJL Cheekh~g thf~H I!AJfea out &t · firs:t light" the body of 01 VC was f'ounL 

.1-\t, i040H, Alpha -!':.K·ipp~ .& 1:-:hiC.~:-:t booby trap in (vie) ofAT99f.587 v 
wooming 02 USMC ~l!"SIO¥ill®1. . · 

At 06)0H in C,ig) 'of BTov~679; KU~) di~~uvalt"ed 01. bunker' c:onta:lning 
approxhwately Hii0lbs of Jrice:.:;, Tn~ rie@'J .aM bunkelr wero& de~r>oyed o 

04 Decemba~ 1968 
At 0950H,, I~}.::t.JUi. began f.'.;j!~::::~ivilrag snip<i~(t' fi't'e from a treeline" 

Results z 02 USl•AC KIA~ 0'?' USMC \..:IA., 
At 1400H, .Alpna , liM.l~ 1>sarching iOlut ~.t~ bulrl!ker" .. located :b:. ' rl@ 

of A'r996584, ~~ee~wGclt 04 round~ of ~ll ams fh·(ii" On~ CS gr'enaae~ 
tt&$ thrC'lfflft ::.nto th® bturak®lf' and 06 peoplG e<.~<l§ out,. RG(SUltsi 06 detainees~ 
0:3 pistols .,ap1t:ur·ed , 
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04 Deeembelt" t968 
A;t 1620H,, Alpha~ while s~are:hing a b'wlker :in riii! AT995586" <r:aP= 

twed 0.5 VCfNVA~ Results~ 0.5 weapon@ and 01 ChiC~ ~aptured., 

05 December 1968 · . ().. f"' 
At O'{JOHJ Imia reeSlivro Oi Ghieu Hoi in wi~ &f !'foi4585,, 
At tOOOH~ Lima,, eo!ldueting a sealt"eh of the au-.;. ... in rt©l of BT00.5591~ 

Mptured and foun.i the following~ 07 POWijS1; 02 bodie:!g Ot CM.Com maehinegunr, 
Oi poueh of documents~ 08 bunkers and UOOlbs of ricev 

During the period betw~en 1)00H ani 1700H~ 0'7 bodies of USMC personnel 
w~:r'e f'oum by India in . vi© 1!' 31'011584, Al$o foWtd were;) .01 AK...47 and two 
magazineso 02 ChiCom grenaaes: Oi ©&se of SKS ~unition and 02 bodies of 
enmn.y soldier$ in graves, Documents and weapons w~re sent to 5=29 rice 
am bunkers we:r·e destroyed,, 

At 1630 ,, Hotel was ohe~king a bunker it. vi\W @! B'l'J005585 and · 
found. 0:2 VC hidilllg thereo One VC tried to escape ~nd wa shot3 the 
other VC was taken prisoner" 

At 1900~,, Alpha l!"eeeiv~d 05 sniper rounds rrcmt the southwest to their 
rear" One U::>l>iC was seriously wounded" · 

06 December 1968 ~ 
.At 0815.,, Kilo., while on a sweep ix~ rl© of B'.fOU584~ found elec- W 

tJf'i~al equipment for lighting am ~OiiDil systew. equipment. This included 
01 voltage regulator" 01 coil~ 01 amp m~ter arrl 01 elec;trical s1r1it~h" 
Also found wa:.s the body of 01 f~ale VC~ 

At 09JCH" lf.d ia " while searching a bunker eomplex v found ;; 01 bag 
of rice,. 02 pair of bla(;k t1rousers o 01 LAAW" OJ wanens blouses 9 01 
khaki pair of trousers" 02 60mm mortar rounds" OJ RPG rounds 9 Oi Mbi6 
~nd ~7 VC bodies, 

\t 1030 to 1700" lndi.a, while· searching out a bunker complex in the 
ic. of B'rOt3587" found 01 .U~A~,;w s~ 03 sets or documents o 02 Chi Can gren.. 

8.des. 09 VC bodies om· of ~-;} ~. -···'~ ~~,. medi~al officel!" and mooical 
gearo 

At i600H,., Lima. while "n ,., search and sweep in wi~ of' 3'1'008.596., 
captured 01 VC with · 01 AL47::. ·.rh~ man was taken lnto cu!SitOOy and held 
until removal f:t'om. the area, 

, , . I . 
07 December 1968 

'At 0700H" Delta spott<ad 02 VC moving toward their perimeter vi@ 
of BT012588 and opened fir~ on~hem~ A check of the area revealed 
f"-;,-· · · .. -rge amounts of blood and a enemy light :ma©hinegun in excellent 

At 0830H~ a firs team size patrol fran Alpha ~de contact with an 
enemy for~e of unknown size armed with a machinegun and an ~79.., A 
reaction force was sent out to reinforce the r~e teruM and they g~t pin~ 
ned down<> Artillery was called in a:nd maintained to suppress the enemy 
fire~ Results3: 8 USMC KIA~ 17 USMC WIAi; 16 NVAfVC KIA lC)-, . 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

07 December 1968 
. At 1015H;, Delta «:l8J!Ile under heavy autanatie: ~ sem.i=automa.tie •) and 

·UO rooket f].it"eo Fire was ret\P='ned with IOO"ganie we.~pons and artillery 

until the ooemy f':b-s w'-s _suppres$9d o Resultsg 06 QSMC WIAo · 

.. At U:)?H in rl© of BTOt0594 0 01 USMC per~onnellras hit in the 

left leg by a shay o:·.:~und f'lrom a fire fight to the 'northwest~ 
At 1LOOOH; Hot®l ree~eived snip@l!" filfe fi'an an unlmo;m number C~f en®My '} 

Fire was xoeturned with 3o5 roe~t~o Resultsg 01 lfC KIA(C} 
At U50Ha India found 02 VC bodies in "ri.@ of B'l'023602~ 
At 144,5H "' 01 USMC personnel W&!!'j shot am IDled by a sniper ro-dnd 

through the neck 0 This OtlCWTed in tha rl@ of BT009607 ~ 
At 1540 t@ 1800" Hctel rec~iwed h~a~ a,Jrc:cmatic weapon~ !ind guJl 

· amts weapons filfe from enemy d<ug=l:n bunks;."~' ud tr~.:~~der holes in tha rlr& 
of BT001598 to BToo6604g 60mm mortar fh·c~ 3.,5 roo&tet fire 2lnd s:t'Mll 
&rm$ W®apOfiS fire W&$ returned o Resultsg 04 USMC WIA~ 06 'v"CfNVA KIA(C) 

Ol. AK....47 am 0~ ~60 machinegunfiio . 

At 18JOH Hotel spotted a bunke~ i~ wi© of BT001598 and f~ed 0) · 

round~ of :3 "'s• rocket fir$ at ito Twp et!ClVl Jt"&n fran the bunke:R" and were 

brou~ht under firth Results_g_ 01 VCJNV• KIA('C)'I;li 
At :ll.940H,, Hotel Teceived 01 ine~omi:ng gt>etnade() Fire was retUMiled with 

small arms.,. Results g_ Oi USMC wJ:A, · 
At 2J45H,,. Kilo took 03 fex.1ale VC prisone?s ir· rl@ of BT009601~ 

Prisoners were transpOle"ted to S=2 for: dispositi()lno 

08 ·Dwembel' 1968 
At OOJOH in the (vie) or Broo_5®1,, while in a defensive position . 

one of Imia 6 s personnel wa~ hit in the le:rt dde of the che.st., Resultsg 
1 USMC WIA~ 

. At 0200H~ H,tel observe•~ @nf!lxrty mwemtmt ooar bunkers in the ri~_,_. 
@! · BT005600 o Hotel brought th~ ®nsmy und~l' fire end ·searched the ar~. -
out at first light 1 ~sultsg )2 N\TA KIA(C)(l' 01 B.=40 rooket launcher:3 C2 

B=4<) roeket$'0 i9lbs ct rieec · 
At l)OOH in tl~ vi© of BTu08604o Kil©~ while in a d~fan~ive 

positiono hagan to ~e:ive en~ 911&11 arm.:s f,irfill,. 'l1tey were aable to 

return fire b8(llaursa of fi>i®:rrdlies in the arot Q !l;esults g O:t USMC WIAo 

At 1400Hv Alpha 0 while -&epi~ north i:n the Vi@· ©f AT998598 0 

discoveroo twelve reinfore;®d burike:t'$, S~.r~n bunker::s cuntaine& 19 enemy 

dead~ a oontimlatiOJTh of the ~eep reN~aled 16 MOO,"e ~ne~MY dead d~~e to small 

arml§:o Also found wet>e :30 spid~&x" t:eaps and fighting holes~ A missing radio 

and M:-16 were found~ Du!ving the S'iie~p;; Al:ph& l"e©Wtn"ed all of' their- KIA~ s 
ard MlA'bso · 

Flfom H20 to 1630Ii& Rot~l &Wa~ping 5ln the Wi@ &f BT00)599 to BT00:3605 

received heavy small arms :rl.re and ~ut~tie waap~''"' fir-e from enemy dug'!""~ 

bunker~ and· spider holes~ F~re was ret.W":ned with o:rganie weapons ard fixed· 
wing air support wa~ @etlli.d :ll.nD R~sults-t 0,5 USMC KIAf.· 14 USMC WIA~. :31 
VCfNVA KIA ~:::) ~ 01 D®taj,nee ~ 04 l>l.i6f; ~ e~apt.ured . . . · ··· . . 

\ lill!NllCl~$$UWlltm 
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At t640H in th;;_ wi@ of' BToo.5605 o while mwi~g north in the 
attack.. Lima received J. ...:..~@ from an estimated 8 to 10 VCfNVA in a hooch 
am th~ srrrroonding area, ' Fire was returned and Lima maneuvered t~rd 
the enemy.,. Results 0.5 USMC KIA~ 09 USMC WIA9 05 VCfNVA KIA(C); Oll. 4:::4''1 
eaptUI"ed r am various items of 782 gear,. . 

At 193.5H in Ti© of B'!'00?60.5\} while in night defensive positicmo 
K:Uo=2 received 01 rcmn:d of' fr>ierdly incoming, · There was a oheclk firrt 
ealled" Results~ 0:3 USMC WU, · 

At 2310H in wiG. ot BT005605~ Lima CQUpany CP detected movement · 
of 0:3 VCf'NVAfJ. They t.ook enemy under fire ani thre~ 02 M...:26 ° s ~ 01 VC/NVA 
was seen flying tlm:rcgh the &irn the other two rano 'Results 01 VC/NVA KIA(C)., 

09 December 1968 
At 0020H :b .. vi© of B'l'00.5606 0 Lima=1 spotted 02 VCfNVA moving 

t to their northe Tbl!§v, took the enemy under fire., Results 01 VCfNVA KIA(C) o 

At 0800H in d~ of B'l'0056061) Limao:l W!il.$ hit by friendly air> 
st!"ike ~ RefjultSl ~ 04 USMC WIA~ 

· On 09 Dee at 08.30 f!. in wi@' of BT009607 a PRUq s with India deployed, 
Resultsg: 02 VCfNVA KIA(Ch Oo M.:.i6 • Oi ~adio eaptured., 

At 113oH in vi~ of BT00960? 0 Kilo" while sweeping north 9 uncovered 
and took under fire an unknown size en®my fm-ee. The area was checked 
thoroughly,, Resultsg ~0 VCfNVA'KIA(C)~ Oi POw" 02 SKS rifels~ 02 U,,:,AS~ 
'>45 Cal pistols 0 01 9mm NVA piGtol 0 01 M,;.79" 01 M:,t6~ 01 AK:,47o 01 '. · 
ChiCom assault weat>onn 2.5 CniCOO)s,, ,(82 gear and numerous dooumentso · 

At. 1215H in vi© of BToo9QO?' c· India started on sweep., Results g 
foUnd 07 of India's MIA~ s, · 

At 12JOH in wi@' · of BT002608 iJ Hotel engaged 08 enemy in t:r'ench= 
lines and spider holes &JOO fired small U'DlS and han~ grenades~· Results g 
02 USMC WIA; 09 NVA KIA( C) 9 03 AL~76 so: 01 SKS ~: '7 AlC magazines3 6JO AK 
rounds~ 07 ChiCan.s and various do~uments captured. 

At i.JOOB in 'ri@ )f 131:'005608 0 :Lima=3 received fire from their 
direct front fiormn 02 VQ:, They returned fire with M"'16 and M:..6o~ ~sult~g 
02 USMC WIA~ 01 VC Kilt( C)~~ 01 VC POW'o . 

At 1310 in 'Wie3 '.>f ET007608 0 India found 02 VC making booby trapse 
They were taken uncter fire., causing them to trip their own boobj traps.., 
Results g. 02 VCfKIA(C) o 

At 1530H ir. 'fl.@ of BToo,56o6 o a man was shot by a sniper o · M:lrines 
wer" ~ to direct fire on the sniper due to f.riemlies in immediate 
area o tte sW. t s ~ 01 USMC WIA$ 

At 1700H 0 Barkeep located 05 U.oSo personnel wh,o were KIAo These 
personnel w~re not from ~keep ~nd appeared to hav~ been killed 
several days p:!E'ior., IoDo eould not be verifi~ but it is believed that 
the 0.5 were USMC personnel from Womer. Why Ec:no~· The area of recover-y 
coincided with the la~t lrnown position repOl!"ted by WWEo 

l W0B©~~$~~w~~w l 
L, .. -- £.15 lrJ 
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09 December 1968 . · .,. 
At 17)0H' ir. d© of ·BTOo.5606o JJ~=Jo while in defensive podtion,l 

saw 01 VC e oming towards their perimeter!) Lima, 3 ape ned fire with M,., 16@ :s a 

\esui~s~ Oi VC KIA(CL, 
At 1830B if, <Wi© BTo()96C)7" Imu o while em a sweep looking fer 

MIA 8 so came U!ldei" f'irl!fl from both c.:30 and ~50 e~l.... Imia returned 
fire and pulled back casualti~sc Result~g: 04 USMC KIA~ 10 USMC WI.Ag 
07 USMC MIAo . 

At 2200 to 0300H if. wi@ or BT003605 0 Hotel observed a: OOllall 
group of' enemy apf'!"oaching their lines o Betel fired mall arms and 
threw 0.5 ~26°s~ ~sult$g: Q4 NVA KIA(Ch 02 AK..47Qs w/bayooetso 04 
AK maga~ineso 14 M...t6 magaz~ne$ 9 maps am documents eaptured" 

ll.O Decembelt" 1968 
Between :ro,., j}.5 December 1968 a the battalion w&s reorganizing for 

designation Battalion Landing Team 3/26-.. Canpanies ~ontinued to 
P.B-trd AO ., during thl.$ time., No eontaet~f were made with the en®m;Y., 
Jo-ao significant wants took plracee . 

16 December 1968 . 
At UOH a reeon insert withil~ Bn AC ~. :~bsel"Ved 5 VCfWA. ':'!Wing 

NE ae:ross a l"idg~line , wi© · of AT81479.5~ wearing green utilitieS\ 
shirtso bush covet"oc c:~.ud pa©k!>o An AO was calle4 and W<Orked over the 
area o ReRults were unknwno · . 

At 1900H a K.T from c0111pany l 'f'i© AT893746 heard mOt>em.ent 
·to ·tn:e:b> front, The mmtement continued around to a podticn to 
theh> rear"' KT· detonated a ~laymore mine and opened up 'ii'ith SfA f'hee 
Search conducted at fir.st light r6W~led ¢2 soft covers~ and ¢2 hand 
grenadeso 

21 December 1968 " 
At 1SJOH a pa~ol ff"CliiJl! CompaJ>ay 1. d~.sccwered wreckage of an F""4 

Phantom Jet ir d© · of AT872?4i, W:r·eckage was scattered ewer an 
area of 1~~ meter~3 P~trol found ¢1 parachute in trees not. completely 
unpacked;} ~1 rll~ht t~lM'Itinal map dated 250ct68 to 25Jf&;w63o and ~2 ait-.. 
craft manuals~ lbese item~ 'fare not burnt. ~nuals auu maps recovered o 

There was no ordnance nor human bodies i.n sitG of wreeka.g6 ~ 

22 Deeember 1968 
At 092.5<) a patrol from canpacy .,1111 heard sporadic firing :in. 

(vic) AT931731, Also obse!"V'ed a CH;,.,HJ +.8.king groum fire from just 
south of above gricL Area wa~ swept Wfneg rewlts t · 

· At 144,5H a natrol ft>OOI CamE&ny L e&t'IJ6> 'W':rler intense S/A fire . 
from Vil'l;, in 'ri.© \T 925?26., A!.inemy was estimated to be of platoon 
size~ While attempting to maneuver on enemy the natrol was also taking 
rounds from friendly CAP unit and had. to withdraw o· Results of e:ontact 
were ~:ll. KIAry USN~ · . · . 

P~ge~of~ge~J M~©~ffi:l~~Jfll~fD). 
I~ 
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25 Decembe~ 1968 
. On the evening or 25 December 1968~ i&. vio of 1:1887?67 BIOLJ · 

obsel"V'ed enemy forces,, and took them under tire w·ith ~16;1 M...79~ am 
M...26~s:~ 8iDim illumminaticm was called in. Visual eheck of uea pro,. 
duced neg results" Sighti:ngs -~®re reported again a.t 2205H and taken under 
fire by same mean~ esults~ Meg&1.1ve, · . 

26 December 1968 
At 1¢~~H received reports from villagert.'·' vic AT924?68 t . ., ... 

~~ VC had entered their' Village the previou, nie, •• t between 
24qj~ am ~~-H~ The villagers reported chasing th~ VC away.. ~ 
wa~ -_:;t~ .,~~. --~ . , · 

~~c.. 1.54_58 Bll!Lz heard movement in thick buth vic 1T8667943 Tm 
JBtrol challetJg~ movement the~ operled up on t~e area with SfA.~ Due 
to th$ density of b'.t$h rr search of the area was difficult and produced 
nega\itv"·~;~~ts.s- · 

28 December 1968 
At f$2,¢H on 28th December 1968 ry 2/? took over the Battalion:!§ AOo 

29 Dee1ember 1968 
Advance ~rty went &>board ships to act. as guides for- the rest ~f 

the Battalion Landing Team, 

31 December 1968 
,The realf elements campleted the move aboard sbip:s, 

.. ,:., 
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