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Fromf Commanding Officer 
Tb_f~· Commanding General, First Ha.rine Division 
Via: Commanding Officer, 27th Marines 

Subj: Command Chronology fo::: Period 1 Har'J!l to 31 March 1968 

!
a) 11100 5750.2 · 
b) ~1-IJf'PacO 5750 .. 8 .· 
c) DivO 5750. 2B ·. 
d) l!Iap Vietnam, 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6640IV Series 17014 

Ref: 

Enol: v{l) 1st Battalion, 27th Ha.rines Command Chronology 
v(2) 1st Battalion, 27th !1a.rines T.iiOR 

1. In accordance with the provisions of referencl3 (a), (b), and (c), 
enclosures(l) w.nd ( 2) ars- submi'tted. . . 

/ 

UNClASSIFIED , 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

COl''ilLi:m CH.hONO:WGY 
1 :!:·'larch 19SB to 31 Ha:cch 1968 

Par';; I ~ C.•:cganiza tion Data 

Part I I .. Narr:a ti "Va Surnm.a.ry 

3/IUJ':/~·Ta'I.Jl 
5750 
16 .April 1968 

P:u--i:i :rr::;: - Sequential Lj_s-~ing of Significant Ev~nts 
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J.. Dssi.s;nation 

1st Battalions 27th l1!1Xines I,tGol ::;". B. G"P.EE1if:JOOD 
1 ·- 31 Ma.r:ch 3.968 

Com.J?any !to; :t 

Compa.n.y 11D'' 

1stLt J. A. HAND 
.!.. •• 31 !larch 1968 

C' .':.LiJ t .J. C • P 1W:JTJ.I2E 
l - 3l r1e..rch 1968 

Ca}.f·: .~~.~~ L(J .tiLLDN 
:. - 31 Ha:r.ch 1968 

Gq_p ii 1·f, 'r. E'Afu:I:rLB. 
1 ·· )l J:'(a:r.ch 1968 

C[tpt P.. J, K11HIJilR 
l - 31 l1arch 196S 

a. 1 - ::;:o l-Iarr.;h 1968 JJ.'~JL'i:l•'C, · Repuoliu cf Vietru:l!l~ 

b 3, 1\lf b J 9 68 l . B t+ ., . 2"' . ' M • ( ) ... +h • .L l'laTC - . , ~G"t; -a vaJ.J.C>:ll:; • ; (i~1 ua.r~nes - enrOUue nor" 
to vicinity of KJE. 

3. Staff Offi ~er§_ 

Zxecutive Officer 

3-1 

S-3 

l'i a.j I". P. 1~1LBH. Jr. 
1 - 31 March 1968 

16 t;Lt K. J. SC :EIG:NCK 
1 ·- 31 Harch 1968 

Capt rl, T. .-3 iF;El\iliiY 
1 ~ 31 i'1aroh 1968 

Capt Ra J. GRUENBERG 
l - 28 11arch 1968 

Haj C~ iJ, ''i-IB30N .Jr. 
23 ... 31 Uarch 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 



• 
j JIPIL 

8-4 

S-5 

Communications 

Motor Transport 

[§MQ. 
OFF EJ."'q"L --
39 
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55 

• 
Ca.pt llf. A. H.aUSON 
1 ;,. )l Uarch 1968 

2ndLt C. J. MILtl! 
1 ·• }1 March 1968 

Capt R. L. .bLLEN 
1 - '1 March 1968 

Capt M. A· JWr~l 
1 - }1 Mareh 1968 

2ndLt S. A• .ANDEROON 
1 - }1 March 1968 

UMClASSIHED 
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P.l-i.R'l' II 

~TIVE S1JMHARY 

1. During the reporting period the Battalion took an ac·Uve :part in the 
defense of the southern sector of' the D.AH.ANG TAOR· TAOR indieated in 
enclosure (2). A total of 505 patrols, 214 ambushes and 8 company size 
s~arch and destroy operations were conducted throughout the Battalion's 
T.AOR. Particular attention was directed to that area in the Battalion' a 

TAOR classified as the "Rocket Belt". 

2. The Battalion also provided security for the 27th Harines CollliC.('.Jld 
Post, which was physically co-located in the compound \-lith the Battalion. 

3• Considerable attention was directed to improvement of the existing 
perimeter defensive positions as well as constructing new defensive 
stru.otures. 

4• The Battalion successfully completed the transition from the M·l4 
to the M-1\Al rifie. Each l1arine armed with the M-16Al rifle received 
eight hours of instruction in accordance with current directiVes. 

5· The Battalion's efforts, however, were not confined sol.Oly to 
offensive operations. Particular attention was directed to instituting 
a strong people to people program. Personal contact with local 
Vietnamese military representatiVes and local hamlet/village elders "1as 
stressed. UEIX:l.APS and civic action projects 't'zere initiated. 

6. On 9 liarch 1968, Company "A" was detached and reported to the 
operational control of the 1st 1Uli ta.ry Police :Battalion. They remained 
detached from the :Battalion until. 30 Uarch 1968, operating in company 
TAOR south of' Danang City. Company CP was located :BT035738. 

7 • CG, lsi:MarDiv 292349Z Uar68, directed the Battalion to displace north 
to vicinity of HUlii and report O:t>CON Task Force X-Ray. The Battalion 
reported OPCON 311115H March 196a. 

\lMCUSS\Htn 
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PerE~onnel ..,,nd Administration 
-~-...._ ........... 

(1) Casua1."ci'3s suffered during r~portj.ng period: 

!JSMC ;Ji.£ 

1MJ.. g_a vii A :a IA :n1 Jell. >'I.4. li.!IJ~ f~II 

1 0 

period: 

9 0 8 ~) 'l 0 0 ·'-

(2) ·rr~e battalicu joinecl ;:;he f'ollo\>~;_~:g during i,h(;:l reporting 

USN 
Q.L~·~- --El'f.;.; 

1 
., 

(J.) J<:nemy en(}ountered "lur:Lng this period were pmn2.1 '.:ulits 
consisting of iihree ":;o eight persnns. 

Ave:taga T'ampr:ra:rurs ~ Jk"l.Y 80 to 85 (i,eg:r e,an 
1'hght G5 to 711 a~~g'?eAs 

Ov-erall ·~eatb2~r~ ;3tc.:u~s c:i-'lar a.nc. -risiV.~ i~y 1 '.sually 15 to 
20 rniles. Little :r.ain ~'ri "Lh sor;Je E~a.:>:'l;:/ morninc; m~s·i; fn about three days. 

31 i\~~'arn'- 1 91.J· .• : : m t~r. => ,-:: ~'fi. , -..:·p ) .t..".l. -.JJ..J.. •"- ~-- \ ..t. .. :aJ.I1. .. J. ~- •:l.L .... .I 

-~'lrfif=a.ge :i!9mp<>XE.ture: Dti.y 75 to 80 degcses 
Night 60 to 65 degTecs 

0;.-erall w.aathe:r.-: Ski13s o1.aa.r and visibility unlimited. 

(3) Terrain. 1 - 30 Ha.r~b. 1968 (~R J).AJ.;j.ANG Area): l~iostly 
flat land with severai E..reas of thick t:::-eelines and heavi.ly po:pule.ted 
villages. Numerous ricl:l paddies throughout the TA0l1., A:rea is generally 
dry 'Hi th few streams utilized to i..rriga-Ge "the rice paddies and other 
farm lend~ Highway 1-A and 1-C a:c-e considered all vleather roads and 
could be utilized as ::m emergency :GZ, if 1'-E:~esse.ry. 
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· · ... :;1 March 1968 (':'~AOR Htfii .Area):: No terrain :report available at this 
time. 

c. Trainine> Ii.~. spite of a:r. ~;xtensive commitment vf a tactical 
nature, the Battalion was still able to accomplish required training. 

(1) The ls+- Division Hobile Training Team provided a six day 
battery of instruction to Sergeants and abo-.re. The syllabus consisted 
of orientation subjec·cs; i.e., Rules of l:.'ngagement, Hines and Booby Traps, 
H-16.Al rifle, Use of i3upporting Jirm.s, etc. 

(2) The Battalion sent a total of 64 personnel, encompassing a 
cross section of (;(J.J!PMY level p;ra.des, to include officers, to the 
lst E•~gineer B.?ttali·.m 1 z1 ·LP.nd !d.ne ·;Jarf3.re Schcol. The Be.ttalion sent 
representati vea t.o o·c.i1er formal s~:~hools as follo'"ts: L3adership School, 
Registered P'Jblic"' .. t.ions School, Sco··tt S11iper :3•~hool, E·1·barkation S0hool, 
and ila.dar ~~ohnioia.n Jor.ool .. 

· (;) Ccmoidera.ble attention i-!as dlrected toward implementing a. 
rapid turnover frc1.a the 111-14 to the H-l6il.l. A"'- eight hour block crf 
instruction was presental to ?l1 personnel a:;:--u.ad -..ri th the new weapon. 
T';roughout the re:t::o=·~ing period, pexsc:or,el c0:::1~inued to receive additional 
instruction beyond the eight hou:::- minimum block with the N-16A.l. 

(~) The Battalion established a systematic instruction program on 
weapons safety, rulee of engagement, e..nd personal responae~ in addition 
to general military subjects instruction .. 

: .. (5) Tb.e need for assistance with nigh·t visu.a.l devices il1. the 
conduct cf the Ba·ctalion 1s operations was immediats~J? realiaed. In order 
to acquaint a mi11.imma c~ three J:)er8onn81 :r:;sr eqUc:td c..:.d thirty personnel 
from H&-3 Company, a Battalion lev·a1 s;,~hool '"a.s es1ictblished JtiO instruct 
:personnel in their use., To su.cce.ssfully ::mplement chis iil.struction, 
the Battalion appo."i .. ated a highly •JU.3lified ofticer to moru:tor all 
instruction. 

(6) The Battalion conducted a 24 huur CPX en_ 21 Harch 1968. 
1 Field command post es cablished BT021704,. CPX inclu<ied a tacticaJ. 
.! displacement. 

( 7) The BattaJ.:,.on has establiclhed a tho.ro~h Ol?ientation Training 
irogram for personnel joining the Battalion. Personnel recently joined 
are not allowed to participa·te i.a te,ctical operations or stand a 
:?erimeter security post "LJi1less they hELve completed. the tiree day 
orientation block of instruction. 

(8) A training highlight c-<.ms;~f;ited of (2) eigr:(; hour periods of 
instrucHon in Tunnel Searching Techniques prest::nted by the 51st i&VN 
Regiment.,. The instruction included a practical ap:(>J.i.cation period. 

Ul~1iiiiFO 
6 ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
( 9) Respect for mines and booby traps ;,-;as stressed in training. 

The Battalion encountered fi"'re mines/booby tra-ps d'...U'ing the reporting 
period. Detailad records '\>lere compiled and are being maintained con
<&t;rn!ng; detecthr>. means, tecr..niq_--J..es of emplacem~nrt and meth0ds of 
d..Pstruction, All information gained ~ceJ.ati"'re to mines a..11.d booby traps 
is iwnediately pr0m~1gatedo 

d. Combined Actio.n·• A total of .four ( 4) Company size search a.nd 
destroy operations were conducted w~th units from the 2nd Battalion, 
51st ..i-JtVN Regiment and the 59th Regional Forc.:as.. Dates, units 1 &'ld 
locations or a-reas c0 vored, see J:Je~ragraph 2 F,ntr!og-,., 

e. 1g
4
.g:j.stics. ~[in...;:Linment, end 3t:..nP}.Y.• Tho month of 11ar0h was one o:f 

adjustment fa: :2·xi:;iallon Supply. Upon ~;;~..=rival. in Vietnam, reinforcing 
eleio.en·t;s wer,;; detached from thP. B,.:,:~tt",lion. The supply section invoiced 
all T/E equipment ·1;o the tmits' ne,v-r JJt1rent ;Y>rmnands 1 thereby reducing 
the size or' the :f.'o:rmal G:xpply a c:cov.:ct by apprc:zimately 30)~? and the 
nUJ.11ber of responsible 1mi t aJcouc~ts f:rom SAvE:JrLteen to seven. During 
this period, the :BattaJ.io:n. c':>r:.'·erted .fx·om t':le !"1-14 to the N-16ii.l. The 
i:I-16 . .U 1 s ·,r3re p:!.ac::d .:.n service on ,: iiar;;l:1. 1.968o The conversion went 
smoothly and no si[:§nifioa..'"l.t su~port pi·obl;;:.rn.s j·l.dvG arisen,. The Battalion 
receivad contir:.uo'.l8 engi::le8r support from 1.:3t 1/!:arine Division. High

lights for tb8 mOL"l·:;h a.~e as follo-vrs: 

(1) The :Ba:ttd1io~l received forty tent deoks and strcngbacks for 
troop billeting. 

(2) A t~·lelvP head sho·Her 1.mit v1as installed in the shower point 
shared jointly vd-~h the 27th 1~ar:inen .. 

(4) Du.ring Harch, five H3:5A2 L·ucks vJere attached to the Battalion. 
In an effort to get m"=Coei.m-::un ut:!.li5.n·icio.cL of.' org8nic t:r.a..'1spo:::.<tahion, 
Battalion assets of i14221Us anill12~r 4A2 ~v<::::~ <'}en·trall;;r pooled and dispatched 
on an as-required bads.· · 

( 5) The 3attaJ.ion was alloc;:;0ed :~40,000 by l~;:.rl:; Na-rine Division. 
Highest expenditures 1vere in the m:-ea of organizational clothing, as the 
Battalion 1•Tas ot::.tfi t·i.ied with jungle utilities and boots. Expenditures 
for Narch ·totaled ,;~85, 628-. 

(6) On March 20th, the dup})lJ Officer and Supply Chief attended 
the Di-crision Supply Oonfer·ance at 1st "Division Headquart-:;rs .. 

f. 2.i:Q...£.....6.,cti<m.... A :-,e1ical civic action program vias conducted in 
three seiJarate ht?Jlllets of ou.r TAOJ:~ ?:caatm.ent vTas given to approximately 
1200 p8:roons. Assistan08 was given ·to a family ;Thosd fathGr had been 

accidentally killed, IIJII'1l~~~-HEO 

7 lllllliJil (1) 
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2. ·Entries 

1 1-ia.rch 1968 

2 - 3 March 1968 

1 - 5 March 1968 

1 - 16 March 1968 

6 Uarch 1968 

6 - 7 Narch 1968 

7 - 8 March 1968 

7 - 19 Na.rch 1968 

8 - 30 March 1968 

9 - 10 March 1968 

9 - 10 March 1968 

9 - 30 J.1a.rch 1968 

11 March 19 68 

ll - 12 March 1968 

12 r1arch 1968 

13 - 14 March 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Company "C" with personnel from 2nd Battalion, 
51st ARVN Regiment conducted search and 
destroy operation in southern sector of T.AOR. 

Company "C" conducted search and destroy 
operation with elements of the 2nd Battalion, 
51st .ARVN Regiment in and aroUnd tbe village 

of NEON THO (2). 

Company "6.' p:!:ovided a platoon size security 
fo:rc6 for truck convoy from D'a.nang to Phu Bai. 

H&S Company (-) and Company "B" provided 
secu...ci ty for 27th 11arines, and 1st Battalion, 
27th 'Madnes CP 1 a. 

Company 11C11(-) with a platoon from 59th 
Regional Forces conducted search operation 
of PRONG LE( 2). 

Company "D" established PPB vic BT028704• 

Company "A" established PPB vic BT036723. 

Company "C" provided a platoon size security 
force for truck convoy from Danang to Phu Bai. 

Company "D" established PPB vic BT035704• 

Combany "D" established PPB vic BT023701. 

Compsny "C" established PPB vic. BT006669. 

Company "A" OPCON, 1st NP Battalion. 

Company "C" established PPB vic BT003673• 

Company "Dn established two PPB's vicinity 
BTC16678 and BT028704• 

Company "C "(-) with a platoon from 2nd Battalion 
51st ARVN Regiment, conducted search and 
destroy mi3sion in NHON THO (1). 

Second platoon,Company "D" OPCON to 3rd 
Battalion, 27thMarines? ~o provide security 

for the TU 0~ bridge BTUJ~,:~~~\£0 
8- - ~. (1) 
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13 - 30 March 1968 

16 March 1.968 

16 Naruh 1968 

17- 30 March 1968 

18 l'1arch 1968 

18 Harch 1968 

18 Harch 1968 

19 March 1968 

20 - )1 March 1968 

21 1-iarch 1968 

22 - 24 Harc.h 1$68 

22 - 28 1Yiarch 1968 

22 - 30 I1arch 1968 

24 111arch 1968 

24 - 30 I·1arch 1968 

25 • 30 Harch 1968 

26 l1arch 19 68 

2t~ March 1968 
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• 
Company "D" established PPB vic BT017682. 

Compai:ty "B 11 conducted clearing operation in 
:DUONG SOH ( 3). 

Y,W.i;D C.AP conducted in THO:N CO:N D!iU • 

H&S Company ( •• ) and Company 11D11 (-) provided 
security for 27th iY[aX'ines, and 1st Battalion, 
27th Harines CP ·; s .• 

l-iED CAP oOl'ld"tl.c·(;ed in THO TRONG I£HfNG. 

COmp8.ny ''B'' ostablis~'led blocking position 
a:r:.)'J.nd PEONG LE(l) in preparation for sweep 
0!1 lC) Jit':'..."t'Ch 1968. 

C:.lillpan;y- ''C" (-) c~ .. 1duc·(;ed search and destroy 
o:pera.t1;;;::o.. i:r, Q.UE GIANG (2) .. 

Company "B 11 ·pith o~1e pl.atoo~1 from the 2nd 
Battalion, :;ilot AHVN Regiment,, conducted 
search and def:rl;roy mission a-:; PHONG L:;i;(l). 

Secu:t:'i ty provided for daily ~ine sweep of HSR 
south o£ Ba ttal i.on CP., 

Company ":B'' established J?PB vic AT972662o 

C0lllpa.ny "B 11 estaclished i:-'PB vic AT970685• 

Compa.n~r 11C11 e,JtablisheJ two FfB 's vicinity 
of A'l~971663 ar..d .AT964633· 

Company ''D" (-) established a blocking position 
Glon.g the ·western flank of the South Vinh Dien 
fro:n BT0:)?.659 to BT032693 to support an 
operation of the 3rd Battalion, 27th :ilia.rines. 

Cornpany :r:sn designated 11:BALD EAGLE" with 3rd 
platoon a8Jigc.ed as ttSPARt'X>J HAVJK 11 • 

Company 11B11 established PP:B vic AT968686. 

HED ()j]:? conducted at THON CON DAU 

a * DECLASSIFIED 
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Company 11D11 conducted a platoon size search 
of CO ·r1ANo 

28 - 30 1:1a.rch 1968 Gompany "CH es·i:;a-olished PPB vicinity 1l.T972644 

30 ~larch 1968 

31 Harch 1968 

Compo..ny 11Aa relE-ased f::om OPCON of 1st 
Military ?alice Battalion 

ls·~ :2attalion, 27th Harines (-) commenced 
d.ispla.ceme:n.t north to vicinity of HUE. 

Patrol i> .. m:oushes SPc.u ~)pns 
E'1. Sg d Pl t ?:"":r. :?.9.:i ~!;- -·· Cq__ 1Ps 

27 404 74 1 l99 14 d 
' 

4. Cas,..,1·'c;J..·e .. f,..c···+.,q~-;..., 
:# ~ - l.). ~J ·~~:.· 

Con·:;a-:\·:;s 
~9T-Day Ei_ght 

·:J;3l~ ENEMY 
!:-!A i£IA 11IA KIA Vc{ifiiA 

37 14 23 9 1 5 
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