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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON 2
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Adrcraft Wing, FMF, Pacific
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

30:JWK:lak
5750
7 Dec 1966

U

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16
Subj: Command Chronology

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.1B

Encl: “AT) Daily Sitrep for November 1966

Y-0b/f

1. In accordence with reference (a), the subject report is sutmitted,
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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON 2
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF, Pacific

/o FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
Period covered: 1 November 1966 through 30 November 1966
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PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. Staff Listing n
a. Commanding Officer Major R. A. PLAMONDON (1-30 Nov)
b. Executive Officer Major C. G. REDMAN (1-30 Nov)
6. Operations Officer Major V. W. HAZFLBAKER (1-30 Nov)
d. Material Officer Major R. A. GOVONI (1-30 Nov)
e. Administrative Officer Captain R. J. THRASH (1-30 Nov)
f. Adreraft Maintenance Officer Captain R. E. BROWN (1-30 Nov)
g. Intelligence Officer 2ndLt, T. G. HYNES (1-30 Nov)

2. MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON 2
Marine Aircraft Group 16
First Marine Aircraft Wing, TITI MAF
Marble Mountain Air Facility, Republic of Vietnam

3. Average monthly strength: 44 Officers, 145 Enlisted
PART II: NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. During the month of November, flight operations were limited by the seasonal
wet monsoon. Low ceilings and poor visibility were the rule for the better part
of the month. Our commitment to Operation "Prairie" continued with five (5)
gunships and two (2) slicks, plus an additional package of three (3) gunships

and two (2) slicks at Phu Bai., Toward the end of the month, we provided two

(2) gumships for Khe Sahn operations. In the DaNang TAOR we continued with

our daily support of the III MAF involving two (2) slicks. Operation "Mississippi"

was sgipported by two (2) gunships during the month.
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1 Nov 1966: Two (2) slicks were provided the III MAF for normal DaNang VIP
hops and for the CG III MAF. There were no incidents. Support of Operation
"Prairie" continued with nine (9) aircraft deployed at Dong Ha.

2 Nov 1966: Two (2) gunships were employed for insertions and retractions of
three (3) reconnaissance teams in the Dong Ha area. All were accomplished
without receiving any enemy fire.

3 Nov 1966: One (1) slick carried the Commanding General, lst Marine Division
from Hue Phu Bai to observe a troop 1lift to coord. YD 9808. At DaNang, one (1)

gunship flew med evac escort for two (2) routine missions.

4 Nov 1966: Two (2) med evac missions were flown in support of HMM-263 without
incident. One (1) gunship was also launched on two (2) separate occasions to
provide escort for HMM=16/ on "Sparrow Hawk" mission to perform an emergency
extraction of a reconnaissance team. No fire -was encountered. The Operation
Prairie commitment continues with nine (9) aircraft.

5 Nov 1966: Routine missions were flown involving normal DaNang VIP hops,
and for the CG, IIT MAF.

6 Nov 1966: One (1) gunship flew armed escort for HMM-163 on six (6) med evac
nmissions. One (1) slick flew TAOR mission for 3rd Battalion, lst Marines with
their Commanding Officer and Operations Officer. Enemy fire was received from
coord. BT 053683 with no hits taken. Two (2) "Hueys" carried CG, USMACV to the
3rd Marine Division Headquarters.

7 Nov 1966: Two (2) aircraft provided the III MAF with routine VIP and transport
liaison hops. There were no incidents.

8 Nov 1966: Two (2) "Hueys" were used to insert two (2) reconmnaissance teams
at coord. XD 947470 and YD 042583, and three (3) recon team extractions from

coord. YD 029630, YD 0467, and XD 947470. The Operation Prairie commitment
stands as nine (9) UH-1E, as before,

Nov 1966: Two (2) slicks were employed for reconnaissance team insertions
at coord. XD 958604 and YD 998517, ,

10 Nov 1966: Routine hops for the III MAF in the DaNang TAOR, no incidents
vere recorded.

11 Nov 1966: one (1) gunship was launched as TAC (A) to control fixed wing
strikes on target at BT 007552 and to deliver suppressive fire for re-supply
missions in the area. Our commitment at Dong Ha was reduced to five (5) air-
craft, with five (5) aircraft assigned to Phu Bai also.
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12 Nov 1966: One (1) gunship provided armed escort for aircraft from

HMM-16/ for the extraction of a 20 man reconnaissance team at coord.
BT 016469. The mission was completed sucessfully in marginal weather.
Fixed wing strikes were controlled in the area on suspected enemy positions.

13 Nov 1966: One (1) slick took the CG, IIT MAF to Khe Sshn and Dong Ha

without incident. Ten (10) aircraft were on standby in the Dong Ha and
Phu Bai operating areas.

14 Nov 1966: HMM=263 med evac was escorted to coord. AT 980587 where
heavy enemy fire was received. The H-34 was unable to lift from the
landing zone because of damage and.a second bird was sent down to evacuate
the crews and the casualties. The gunship provided suppressive fire as
directed for the entire operation. The "Sparrow Hawk" mission of HMM-265
was escorted to coord. AT 990688 and ZC 155475 in support of the 3rd Recon
Battalion. Bad weather made the latter mission impossible to complete
sucessfully.

15 Nov 1966: One (1) gunship escorted HMM-263 on a med evac mission to

AT 9558, The H-34 was damaged on landing and the escort remained on station
until it was repaired and 1lifted out of the zone. On a later med evac, the
H-3/4 received small fire from the vicinity of AT 985596 and the escort deliver-
ed effective suppressive fire,

16 Nov 1966: Three (3) med evac missions were escorted for HMM-263 plus
armed escort was provided the squadron for two (2) reconnaissance team
extractions. There were no fire incidents. Five (5) aircraft continued
in support of Operation Prairie at Dong Ha, and five (5) in support of
the Third Marine Division at Hue Phu Bal.

17 Nov 1966: One (1) gunship launched to provide armed escort for HMM-163
on inserts of three (3) reconnaissance teams and extracts of three (3) more
teams., No fire was received. The CINCPACFLT was flown around the Dong Ha
Operation Prairie operating area as part of our commitment to the III MAF,

18 Nov 1966: Two (2) gunships provided armed escort for a reconnaissance
team insert and retraction plus a troop transfer from coord. ZD 133063 to ZD
129011.

19 Nov 1966: Two (2) gunships flew as escort for HMM-163 as they extracted
two (2) five man reconnaissance teams from 3rd Recon Battalion. Normal
DaNang VIP hops were flown in support of the IIT MAF.

20 Nov 1%66: Two (2) gunships flew escort missions for three (3) insertions
and two (2) extractions for the 3rd Recon Battalion. One (1) slick made a
reconnaissance overflight for persomnel from 3rd Recon Battalion and another
for G-3 Third Marine Division and party, plus personnel from 2/26.
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21 Nov 1966: Normal DaNang VIP hops were flown plus our ten (10) aireraft
commitment at Dong Ha and Phu Bai. One (1) gunship flew as an escort for
a "Bluespring.”

22 Nov 1966: The routine missions for III MAF were flown in the DaNang TAOR.

23 Nov 1966: Two (2) gunships flew armed escort on a MAG-16 flight for the
extraction of 159 Special Forces troops at coord. YD 567859, There was no
enemy fire. Two (2) gunships were launched to support a reconnaissance team
under enemy fire., Suppressive fire was delivered and fixed wing flights
were controlled on coord. AT 942305,

24 Nov 1966: One (1) slick made an aerial reconnaissance of coord BT 0333 with
the Chief of Staff III MAF plus a landing at Que Sen. There were no incidents.

25 Nov 1966: Normal VIP hops in the DaNang TAOR were flown in smpport of the
IIT MAF.

26 Nov 1966t One (1) med evac mission was attempted from the G-/ hospital to
the USS REPOSE, but was aborted due to poor weather. Eight (8) aireraft were
available for our Operation Prairie and Phu Bai commitments.

27 Noy 1966: Two (2) gunships launched with aireraft from HMM-16/ on a
"Sparrow Hawk" mission to evacuate U. S. Marines from wet surroundings as
they had been trapped on high ground by a flash flood. The 1ift was
accomplished without incident.

28 Nov 1966: One (1) slick flew the CG, 1lst MARDIV to Dia Loc, An Hoa,

Hill 55 and returned him to his headquarters. Two (2) gunships escorted the
extraction of a reconnaissance team at coord AT 833387 and the extraction of
another at coord. AT 825459. No fire was received. Two additional extract-
ions and insertions were flown with HMM-16/ in the vicinity of coord AT 9535
and AT 8383 respectively. There were no incidents.

29 Nov 1966: Operation "Homerun" was supported by one (1) gunship. One (1)
slick and one (1) gunship were used on a reconnaissance flight for possible
LZ's to be used on Operation "Mississippi." Three (3) gunships later escort-
ed a flight from HMM-265 on a troop lift to zones selected. All zones were
unsecure and enemy fire was received at two. Effective suppressive fire was
delivered by the gunships. Nine (9) aircraft supported operations in the
Dong Ha end Phu Bai areas.

30 Nov 1966: Routine VIP hops were flown around the DaNang areas One (1)

gunship used to escort HMM-163 on reconnaissance team_ggggytgqgagﬁd the
transportation of one (1) VBS for the 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines.
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PART IIT: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1. Personnel:
a. 5 persomnel were promoted
b. 25 personnel were joined; 12 transferred
2. Administration:
a. No change of Command within the Squadron
b. No outstanding administrative problems

3. Casulties: No casulties sustained during the period covered.

4o Awards: 1 Silver Star; 1 DFC, 45 Air Medals, 4 Purple Hearts, 3 Navy
Commendation Medals.

9. Air Operations:

a, Total hours flown: 820.4
b. Number of sorties: 1643
¢. Amount of cargo: : None
d, Number of medical evacuations: 8

e. Number of passengers carried: _ 1447

11. Special Operations: M"Prairie", "Mississippi" and "Homerun"

17. Ordanance expended:

a. 7.62m 242,500 rounds
b. 2.75 rockets 878
c. A40mm CTG (M-79) 40/, rounds.,
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18, Motor Transport:

a. Motor Transport has two M-35 trucks, two jeeps, and three small
trucks.

b. Total mileage for the Month of November was 5645 miles.
PART IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. Enclosure (1), Daily Sitreps for the period covered.
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